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Vaccinations & TravelVaccinations & Travel
Health: Protect YourHealth: Protect Your
Journey with UsJourney with Us

Travel brings adventure, discovery — and
exposure to unfamiliar health risks. Whether
you’re off on a vacation, business trip, or
volunteer mission, your health should always
come first. Preparing well means vaccinating
in time.

Each destination presents unique challenges. From
food-borne illnesses to mosquito-borne diseases,
getting the right vaccines and medical advice
ensures a safer, stress-free trip.

At Dr. Arshad Health Associates, we offer
expert-led travel health services, including
all essential vaccinations available in
Pakistan, such as:

Typhoid, Hepatitis A & B
Yellow Fever
Tetanus & Diphtheria
Rabies
Malaria prevention and advice

Our experienced clinicians take the time to
understand your itinerary and health background
to offer customized protection — so you can focus
on your journey, not worry about getting sick.

Why Travel Health Matters

111 155 666

drarshadhealthassociates.com

hlthline@comsats.net.pk

Main Clinic F-6/3 Islamabad 

Clinic F-6/1 Islamabad

G-6 Markaz, Islamabad Karachi Clinic

No. 5-6, 4B, Diplomatic
Residencia One Diplomatic

Enclave, G-5, Islamabad 

We make travel health simple
and stress-free by offering:

 One to one consultations with trained
travel health physicians

 A wide range of vaccines under one roof
 Timely appointments and aftercare support
 Clear guidance tailored to your travel plans
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P akistan’s struggling economy, already plagued 
by inflation, unemployment, and stagnation, has 
now been dealt another severe blow — a sharp 

and repeated hike in fuel prices. For the second time in 
a month, the prices of petrol and diesel have risen drasti-
cally, compounding the daily struggles of millions, espe-
cially the poor and middle-income segments of society.
Fuel price hikes in Pakistan don’t occur in isolation. Their im-
pact is widespread, triggering rises in food prices, transport 
fares, utility costs, and even school fees. For families already 
on the edge, this additional burden has become unbearable. 

Petrol and diesel are essential to economic activity, particularly in a country where 
public transport is inadequate and the informal sector — reliant on rickshaws, mo-
torcycles, and small vehicles — is a major source of employment.
The most affected are daily wage earners, delivery riders, rickshaw drivers, and 
small vendors. These people depend on fuel not for luxury, but for livelihood, mo-
bility, and access to essential services like healthcare and education. Each increase 
in fuel prices forces them to make painful choices — between meals and medicine, 
school and transport. Many are now walking long distances, skipping meals, or 
withdrawing their children from school just to get by.
In stark contrast, Pakistan’s elite — including politicians, bureaucrats, and senior of-
ficials — remain largely shielded from this crisis. They continue to enjoy free fuel, 
luxury vehicles, and a host of state-funded privileges. This glaring disparity between 
the ruling class and ordinary citizens is not only unjust — it is deeply immoral. In de-
veloped nations, public servants are expected to use public transport or fuel-efficient 
vehicles, and fuel expenses are tightly regulated. But in Pakistan, top officials routinely 
use fuel-guzzling SUVs, often for personal use, with no transparency or accountability. 
Meanwhile, the poor are expected to make sacrifices “for the country.” This culture of 
free fuel and luxury perks has become a symbol of misplaced priorities. It drains bil-
lions from the national treasury annually — funds that could be used for direct relief to 
the poor. It raises a crucial question: how can a state justify subsidizing the privileges 
of the powerful while the majority struggle to afford basic needs?
Ending this inequity is not just about economic reform — it is a matter of justice. 
The government must eliminate extravagant fuel allowances and replace them with 
modest, needs-based subsidies where necessary. Doing so would signal solidarity 
with the public and restore some measure of faith in leadership.
Equally alarming is the lack of long-term planning exposed by this crisis. Pakistan 
has failed to build strategic fuel reserves, improve its public transport, or invest in 
alternative energy sources. Each time global oil prices rise, the burden is immedi-
ately passed to the public, with no cushioning measures. There are no subsidies for 
the poor, no incentives for renewable energy, and no meaningful steps to reduce 
fossil fuel dependency. This lack of preparedness reflects a pattern of reactive 
governance. Governments have focused on short-term fixes, often dictated by in-
ternational lenders like the IMF, instead of crafting sustainable, people-centric 
policies. The consequences are now starkly visible: widespread frustration, 
shuttered small businesses, soaring transport costs, and deepening poverty — 
especially in rural areas where infrastructure is weaker and fuel is a lifeline.
Public anger is growing. People are demanding accountability, empathy, and 
urgent action. The government must respond decisively: reverse the latest 
price hike, eliminate non-essential perks for officials, and launch emergency re-
lief for the most vulnerable. Leadership is not measured by how well the pow-
erful are protected, but by how compassionately the power-
less are treated. Pakistan’s poor are watching — hoping not 
just for policy shifts, but for fairness, humanity, and dignity.
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A vision for 
Rwanda-Pakistan 
collaboration

Amb. Fatou Harerimana

Cover Story

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti

The High Commissioner of Rwanda to Pakistan, Ms. Fatou Harerimana, recently 
spoke with Daily Islamabad POST, CENTRELINE magazine, and Diplomatic News 

Agency. Following the recent opening of Rwanda’s embassy in Islamabad, the 
High Commissioner discussed a range of topics, including bilateral relations and 

cooperation across various international forums. Below is the full text of her interview

D N A
Your Excellency, how significant 
is the opening of the Rwandan Em-
bassy in Islamabad in the context of 
Rwanda’s foreign policy?
Rwanda is a country with the vision 
of pave the path for all Rwanda and 
visitors and investors from across of 
the world. In line with this vision, 
Rwanda has decided to open an em-

bassy in Pakistan—a country with 
strong potential and a longstanding 
friendship in both bilateral and mul-
tilateral diplomacy.”
How do you envision Rwanda–Pa-
kistan relations evolving in the 
coming years? 
“Rwanda and Pakistan have en-
joyed longstanding relations across 
various sectors, including health, 
defense, trade, and political con-

sultation. In the coming years, our 
partnership will focus on expand-
ing cooperation in education, in-
frastructure, sports, information 
technology, artificial intelligence, 
gender equality, agriculture, tour-
ism, and cultural exchange.”
Rwanda has been recognized for its 
remarkable development and gov-
ernance. In what ways can Pakistan 
and Rwanda collaborate on govern-
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ance, institutional development, or 
innovation? 
“Rwanda and Pakistan can collabo-
rate in the area of governance by 
sharing experiences in institutional 
development and innovation across 
both public and private sectors. 
Rwanda’s institutions have shown 
remarkable growth, guided by the 
national development frameworks 
from Vision 2020 to Vision 2050. 
Under Vision 2035 and Vision 2050, 
Rwanda aims to transition to an up-
per-middle-income country by 2035 
and a high-income country by 2050. 
These goals focus on achieving in-
clusive and sustainable economic 
growth while ensuring a high quality 
of life for all Rwandans.”
We can also share Rwanda’s innova-
tive experiences, such as the ‘Visit 
Rwanda’ tourism initiative, the com-
munity work program Umuganda, and 
the cultural education platform Itore-
ro. Additionally, Rwanda is proud of 
the innovations led by its youth—such 
as the Youth Volunteer Program—and 
by women, including initiatives like 
kitchen gardens that support food se-
curity at the village level.
Are there any specific sectors Rwan-
da is prioritizing for cooperation 
with Pakistan – such as trade, educa-
tion, technology, or health? 
Non, at all. All sectors can be priority 
for us but some time it depends how 
we manage it with different inves-
tors or government.
Do you foresee Rwanda and Pakistan 
signing any bilateral agreements or 
MoUs in the near future? 
Indeed, we already have several 
proposed Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) between our two 
countries, which are ready to be 
signed at any time.
Are there any incentives Rwanda of-
fers to Pakistani businesses or inves-

tors interested in exploring opportu-
nities in East Africa?
Yes, there are numerous incentives 
available, categorized under busi-
ness and investment. For example, 
Rwanda offers tax exemptions for IT 
and machinery equipment, reduced 
electricity and water tariffs for large 
factories, and streamlined proce-

dures to acquire land, among other 
facilitation measures.
What role do you think cultural di-
plomacy and exchange programs can 
play in building stronger Rwanda–
Pakistan ties?
Culture plays an important role in di-
plomacy. It is essential for people to 

understand each other’s languages 
and cultural values, and to promote 
exchange between communities. A 
remarkable example of this was seen 
during the exhibition held in Lahore 
in February 2025, where Pakistanis 
living in Rwanda who had learned 
Kinyarwanda served as interpreters 
for the Rwandan delegation. Their 

contribution greatly enhanced mu-
tual understanding and highlighted 
the power of cultural exchange in 
strengthening bilateral relations.
Your Excellency, as Rwanda’s first 
resident High Commissioner to Pa-
kistan, how do you see your role in 
shaping this bilateral relationship? 

    Rwanda and Pakistan can collaborate 
in the area of governance by sharing 

experiences in institutional development 
and innovation across both public and 
private sectors. Rwanda’s institutions 

have shown remarkable growth, 
guided by the national development 

frameworks from Vision 2020 to 
Vision 2050. Under Vision 2035 and 

Vision 2050, Rwanda aims to transition 
to an upper-middle-income country 

by 2035 and a high-income country by 
2050. These goals focus on achieving 
inclusive and sustainable economic 

growth while ensuring a high 
quality of life for all Rwandans
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Thank you for the question! My 
primary role is to build strong and 
friendly relations with the people 
and Government of Pakistan, while 
strengthening and enhancing the ex-
isting ties between our two countries. 
I am committed to preparing and pav-
ing the way for deeper cooperation 
across multiple sectors. I have been 
entrusted with the responsibility to 
work diligently in developing current 
partnerships and exploring new ave-
nues of collaboration. Ultimately, my 
goal is to serve as a bridge and facili-
tator for our two peoples.
What has been your impression of 
Pakistan so far, and how have you 
been received here? 
My first impression was excellent—
from the airport to the hotel. I ob-
served that the country is well-de-
veloped and clean, and I was warmly 
welcomed by the people, who showed 
great hospitality.
Finally, what message would you 
like to give to the youth, entrepre-
neurs, and policy makers in both 
Rwanda and Pakistan about the fu-
ture of this relationship?
My message to the younger genera-
tion is to take full advantage of the 
opportunities available in their own 
countries today and to work hard in 
shaping a better world for tomorrow. 
Above all, I urge them to stay focused 
and avoid distractions that can lead 
them off course in life.

To entrepreneurs, I extend a warm 
invitation to visit and explore Rwan-
da. The country offers vast invest-
ment opportunities supported by a 
stable and business-friendly environ-
ment. Investing in Rwanda not only 
provides access to the East African 
Community (EAC) but also serves as 
a strategic gateway to broader mar-
kets across Africa and the world.
For Rwanda’s entrepreneurs, I 

warmly welcome you to explore Pa-
kistan—a large country with many 
opportunities that can contribute to 
our mutual growth.
I also call upon policymakers in 
both Rwanda and Pakistan to work 
towards facilitating the free move-
ment of people between our coun-
tries, removing existing barriers, 
and enhancing trade opportunities 
to strengthen our bilateral relations.

Culture plays an important role in 
diplomacy. It is essential for people to 

understand each other’s languages and 
cultural values, and to promote exchange 

between communities. A remarkable 
example of this was seen during the 

exhibition held in Lahore in February 
2025, where Pakistanis living in Rwanda 
who had learned Kinyarwanda served 

as interpreters for the Rwandan 
delegation. Their contribution greatly 
enhanced mutual understanding and 

highlighted the power of cultural exchange 
in strengthening bilateral relations
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Modern hockey is about smart play: 
Brunei high commissioner

Rising Stars Hockey Club Celebrates birthday of fellow Player 
and Brunei High Commissioner Kamal Ahmed

D N A
ISLAMABAD: In a delightful show of camaraderie and sportsman-
ship, the Rising Stars Hockey Club celebrated the birthday of one 
of its most respected members, His Excellency Kamal Ahmed, 
High Commissioner of Brunei Darussalam to Pakistan, following 
their Sunday morning practice session in Islamabad.
The celebration, held at the club’s regular training ground, saw 
an informal yet warm gathering of young and veteran players, 
coaches, and supporters. The event highlighted the unique bond 
that transcends diplomatic roles and athletic pursuits, uniting indi-
viduals through a shared passion for hockey. High Commissioner 
Kamal Ahmed, a seasoned hockey enthusiast and former national-
level player, expressed his gratitude to the team members for or-
ganizing the surprise celebration. Speaking to the players after 
the practice session, he thanked the Rising Stars for the honor and 
encouraged them to continue striving for excellence.
“I am truly touched by this gesture,” he said. “It shows 
the spirit of unity and respect that hockey builds. I urge 
all of you to remain committed not just to the game, but 
to improving your skills, embracing modern hockey tech-
niques, and maintaining peak fitness.”
Drawing from his vast experience spanning five decades in the 
sport, Kamal Ahmed offered valuable advice to the club’s younger 
players. “There’s no point in exhausting yourself unnecessarily on 

the field. Modern hockey is about smart play — share the ball, trust 
your teammates, and keep your energy intact. This approach not 
only improves the quality of play but also produces better results.”
He emphasized that individual play is no longer the hallmark of 
modern-day hockey. “The era of solo runs and glory-seeking is 
long gone. Today’s hockey is built on coordination, tactical under-
standing, and teamwork. If you want to be part of a winning side, 
you must learn to work together.”
Kamal Ahmed also encouraged the club to explore advanced train-
ing methods, make use of technology, and study international 
gameplay trends to stay competitive. “Skill development is key, 
especially for young players. The world is evolving, and so must we 
if we want to keep pace with global hockey standards,” he added.
Club officials praised the High Commissioner not only for his 
diplomatic achievements but also for his continuous mentorship 
and contribution to grassroots hockey development in Islamabad. 
“Mr. Kamal is an inspiration for all of us,” said a club representa-
tive. “Despite his diplomatic responsibilities, he regularly joins 
our sessions and brings a wealth of knowledge, experience, and 
positivity.” The Rising Stars Hockey Club has built a strong 
reputation in recent years for nurturing young talent and pro-
moting healthy, competitive sports culture in the capital. The 
presence and active participation of prominent figures like Ka-
mal Ahmed further strengthens its community spirit.
The event concluded with cake-cutting and informal interactions.
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Zahid Latif Khan 
hosts dinner for friends
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Swiss Community Celebrates 
734th National Day in Islamabad

Ambassador Georg Steiner welcomes guests at a vibrant  
evening of culture and camaraderie

DNA
Islamabad: The Swiss community in 
Pakistan came together to celebrate the 
734th Swiss National Day with enthusi-
asm and unity at a reception held at the 
Ambassador’s Residence in Islamabad. 
The event, hosted by the Swiss Ambas-
sador to Pakistan, H.E. Georg Steiner, 
brought together Swiss nationals and 
friends of Switzerland for an evening of 
celebration, cultural appreciation, and 
warm hospitality.
Ambassador Steiner warmly welcomed the 
guests and highlighted the enduring values 
that define Switzerland—peace, democracy, 
and unity in diversity. He expressed grati-
tude to the Swiss community in Pakistan for 
maintaining strong ties with their homeland 
while positively contributing to the host 
country. “This gathering is a reflection of 
the friendship and connection we share—not 
just as Swiss citizens living abroad, but as 
members of a global family committed to 
peace and progress,” he noted.
The beautifully arranged evening featured 
traditional Swiss cuisine, music, and cul-
tural elements that transported attendees 
to the heart of Switzerland. Guests en-
joyed Swiss specialties and shared stories 

in a relaxed and joyful setting. The Swiss 
flag was prominently displayed Ambassa-
dor Steiner thanked everyone who con-

tributed to making the evening a memo-
rable one, including the embassy staff and 
members of the Swiss community. 
The celebration served as a reminder of 
the strong people-to-people ties between 
Switzerland and Pakistan, and underscored 
the commitment of the Swiss Embassy to 
continue building bridges of friendship, 

culture, and cooperation. As the evening 
concluded, it left behind cherished memo-
ries and a renewed sense of unity among 

the Swiss living in Pakistan.
A few days ago, the Swiss Ambassador 
told daily Islamabad POST that, this 
year, only Swiss nationals residing in Is-
lamabad would be invited to the National 
Day celebration, as a gesture to recog-
nize and appreciate their contributions 
toward strengthening bilateral relations.

Ambassador Steiner warmly 
welcomed the guests and highlighted the 
enduring values that define Switzerland 

— peace, democracy, and unity in 
diversity. He expressed gratitude to 

the Swiss community in Pakistan for 
maintaining strong ties with 

their homeland while positively 
contributing to the host country
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Monal Group Chairman hosts  
lunch in honour of PM’s Advisor  

on Tourism Sardar Yasir 

DNA
Murree: In a warm and celebratory gath-
ering that blended gourmet cuisine with 
the breathtaking beauty of Murree, Chair-
man of the Monal Group, Luqman Ali Afzal, 
hosted a special lunch in honour of Sardar 
Yasir Ilyas Khan, the newly appointed Ad-
viser to the Prime Minister on Tourism. 
The event, held at the newly inaugurated 
Monal Restaurant in Murree, was attended 
by a galaxy of distinguished guests, com-
prising leading business personalities, so-
cial figures and officials from the tourism 
and hospitality sectors.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, a renowned name 
in Pakistan’s business landscape and cur-
rently the CEO of the Centaurus Group, 
was recently entrusted with a critical role 
in shaping and promoting the tourism vi-
sion of Pakistan. With his entrepreneurial 
acumen and deep understanding of the 
country’s tourism and hospitality land-
scape, the appointment has been widely 
welcomed by the industry.
The Monal Restaurant in Murree, an ex-
tension of the famed Monal brand known 
for its scenic dining locations and rich culi-
nary offerings, provided the perfect venue 
for the afternoon. Surrounded by panoram-
ic views of Murree’s rolling hills and pine 
forests, the guests savoured a carefully cu-
rated spread of Monal’s signature dishes, 
known for their fusion of traditional Paki-
stani flavours with modern presentation.
In his welcome address, Luqman Ali Afzal 
extended heartfelt congratulations to Sardar 
Yasir Ilyas Khan on his new role and lauded 
his contributions to Islamabad’s economic 
and commercial development. “Sardar Yasir 

is not just a businessman; he is a visionary 
leader who understands the pulse of tour-
ism and hospitality,” Luqman remarked. 
“We are confident that under his guidance, 
Pakistan’s tourism sector will experience a 
significant uplift. At Monal, we have always 
strived to meet the highest standards of 
quality, taste, and service. Our mission has 
been to promote not only food excellence 
but also the beauty and culture of Paki-
stan, and we look forward to working with 

like-minded individuals and institutions to 
further that goal.” Luqman also noted that 
the Monal Group is committed to expand-
ing its footprint in Pakistan’s scenic desti-
nations, thus offering both local and inter-
national tourists a chance to experience the 
country’s unmatched natural and culinary 
offerings. He emphasized that the group’s 
success lies in its dedication to customer 
satisfaction and innovation in hospitality.
Taking the podium, Sardar Yasir Ilyas 

Khan thanked the Monal Group for their 
gracious hospitality and congratulated 
them on the successful launch of their new 
Murree location. He praised Monal’s role 
in uplifting the hospitality standards in Pa-
kistan, saying, “Monal has not only set new 
benchmarks for quality and service in the 
food industry but has also played a signifi-
cant role in promoting tourism through its 
strategically located restaurants. It is busi-
nesses like Monal that showcase the best 
of Pakistan’s culinary and natural charm to 
both local and international visitors.”
He went on to share his vision for Pakistan’s 
tourism development, stating, “Our country 
is blessed with a vast array of tourist attrac-
tions—from the majestic mountains of the 
north to the historical sites in the south. 
What we need now is a collaborative push 
from the public and private sectors to un-
lock this potential. As aide to the Prime 
Minister on Tourism, I am fully committed 
to implementing policies and initiatives that 
will create enabling environments for tour-
ism investors and entrepreneurs.”
Sardar Yasir further stated that ease of ac-
cess, digital promotion, international col-
laboration, and quality hospitality services 
will be among his key focus areas. “We 
want to ensure that tourists—domestic or 
foreign—have a memorable and comforta-
ble experience in Pakistan. We will explore 
all opportunities to showcase the hidden 
gems of our country to the world.”
The lunch was not only a celebration of a 
new chapter in tourism leadership but also 
a reflection of how the private sector, led 
by pioneers like the Monal Group, can play 
a central role in reshaping Pakistan’s glob-
al image as a premier tourist destination.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas 
Khan, a renowned 
name in Pakistan’s 

business landscape and 
currently CEO of the 

Centaurus Group, was 
recently entrusted with 
a critical role in shaping 
and promoting tourism 

vision of Pakistan
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D N A

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Government will shortly implement 
the assurance of the Prime Minister, Mian Shahbaz Sharif to in-
crease the government advertisement rates as it believes in the 
promotion and development of vibrant print media to counter 
the fake media platforms, stated Mr. Attaullah Tarrar.
The Federal Information Minister was addressing members 
of the APNS Executive at a dinner hosted by the Informa-
tion Ministry. He stated that the issues of payments faced by 
the newspapers industry are being addressed and the Federal 
government has paid over Rs.6 billions to the media towards 
their dues. He announced that the share of print media in 
the payment as well as the quantum of advertising would be 
increased. He assured that the Ministry is putting its best 
efforts that all dues be cleared regularly leaving no dues pend-
ing for payment. He stated that a committee of all stakehold-
ers to weed out dummies has been formed which will benefit 
the economies of genuine publications. He advised newspa-
pers to   innovate themselves in order to brave the challenges 
being faced by the print media.
The Minister was earlier briefed by the President APNS 
Senator Sarmad Ali and members of the Executive Com-
mittee on the issues confronted by the newspaper indus-
try. The members stated that the Prime Minister in August 
2023 had announced increased in the government adver-
tisement rates but the decision has not yet been imple-
mented despite various assurances. They also apprised 
that the print media was facing acute monetary crunch due 
to non-payment of their dues as the major share of the pay-
ment released was allocated to electronic media, whereas 
newspapers were paid less than 20% of the released pay-
ments. They also requested that a fair share in the quan-

Government Assures Increased Ad Rates, 
Payments for Print Media: APNS Briefed

The Mr. Mohammad Athar 
Kazi, Secretary General 

announced the decisions of 
the meeting and stated that 
the members urged upon 

the Federal and provincial 
governments to expedite 

payments of long pending bills 
to help newspapers to meet the 
financial crunch faced by the 
print industry. The members 

expressed their concern over the 
non-payment of dues by DGPR 

relating to previous tenures. 
The members also decided 

that a delegation led by APNS 
President will meet Secretary 

Information Sindh to press for 
payment of long overdue non 

budgeted payments
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tum of advertisement for the print media be allocated. The 
members reiterated their demand that the regional PID of-
fices be empowered to suggest media of their region.
The dinner was attended by Secretary Information, Ms. Am-
breen Jan, Mr. Mubashar Hasan, PIO and officials of the Min-
istry. The APNS was represented by   the Muhammad Athar 
Kazi, Secretary General, Navèed Kashif, Finance Secretary, 
and other members of the Executive Committee.
The Executive Committee of All Pakistan Newspapers Soci-
ety held its meeting on July 09 at Islamabad chaired by its 
President, Senator Sarmad Ali.
The Mr. Mohammad Athar Kazi, Secretary General announced 
the decisions of the meeting and stated that the members urged 
upon the Federal and provincial governments to expedite pay-
ments of long pending bills to help newspapers to meet the finan-
cial crunch faced by the print industry. The members expressed 
their concern over the non-payment of dues by DGPR relating to 
previous tenures. The members also decided that a delegation 

led by APNS President will meet Secretary Information Sindh 
to press for payment of long overdue non budgeted payments.
The Executive Committee approved the report of Ad-
vertising Committee and granted provisional accredita-
tion to M/s Brand Spectrum (Pvt.) Ltd. Lahore.
The meeting was attended by the following.
Senator Sarmad Ali, President, Mohammad Athar Kazi, Sec-
retary General, Naveed Kashif, Finance Secretary, Mohsin 
Bilal, Joint Secretary, Mohsin Seyal (Aftab), Bilal Farooqi 
( Aghaz), Ansar Mahmood Bhatti (Monthly Centre Line), 
Fauzia Shaheen (M/Dastak), Najamuddin Sheikh (D/ Dey-
anat), Javed Mehr Shamsi ( D/Kaleem), Imtinan Shahid ( D/
Khabrain), Bilal Mahamood ( Nawa-e-Waqt), Rasakh Munir 
( D/Mashriq Peshawar), Aamir Malik ( D/ Mashriq Quetta), 
S.M.Munir Jilani (D/Paigham), Usman Mujib Shami (D/Paki-
stan ), Faisal Zahid Malik ( D/ Pakistan Observer), Khush-
nood Ali Khan ,(D/ Sahafat), Humayun Gulzar ( D/Sayadat), 
Imran Ather (D/Tijarat) and Syed Haroon Shah ( D/Wahdat).
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Aziz Boolani hosts farewell dinner for 
EU, Dutch, and German ambassadors

Ansar M Bhatti
ISLAMABAD: Aziz Boolani, CEO of Serena Hotels (Global), hosted 
an elegant farewell dinner in honour of three outgoing ambassadors 
— H.E. Dr. Riina Kionka of the European Union, H.E. Henny Fokel 
de Vries of the Netherlands, and H.E. Alfred Grannas of Germany. 
The event, held at Serena Hotel Islamabad, was attended by diplo-
mats, government officials, civil society representatives, business 
leaders, and media professionals. In his welcome address, Mr. Bool-
ani lauded the contributions of the outgoing envoys in strengthening 
Pakistan’s bilateral relations with the EU and their respective coun-
tries. He praised their commitment, diplomacy, and people-centric 
approach that brought visible improvement in mutual understand-
ing, cultural exchange, and trade cooperation.
“These ambassadors have been true friends of Pakistan. Through 
their vision and engagement, they have contributed significantly 
to fostering dialogue and cooperation between Pakistan and the 
European Union, the Netherlands, and Germany,” said Mr. Bool-
ani. He also appreciated their efforts to promote cultural and de-
velopmental initiatives, many of which Serena Hotels supported 
in collaboration with the respective embassies.
Ambassador Riina Kionka of the European Union expressed her 
gratitude to Mr. Boolani for hosting the farewell in such a grace-
ful manner. She acknowledged the hospitality and warmth she 
experienced during her tenure in Pakistan. Reflecting on her 
diplomatic mission, Ambassador Kionka said she worked consist-
ently to retain the EU’s Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus 

(GSP+) status for Pakistan, which plays a vital role in support-
ing Pakistan’s exports to the European Union. “I did my best to 
keep the GSP+ intact for Pakistan,” she noted. “I hope the EU-
Pakistan relationship continues to thrive in the future.”
H.E. Henny Fokel de Vries, Ambassador of the Netherlands, shared 
heartfelt memories of her time in Pakistan. She described her stay 
as “truly memorable,” highlighting her keen interest in sports, espe-
cially hockey. “I had the pleasure of attending several hockey match-
es during my time here. The passion for the game in Pakistan is 
incredible, and I thoroughly enjoyed engaging with the local sports 
community,” she said, emphasizing the importance of people-to-
people ties beyond traditional diplomacy.
German Ambassador H.E. Alfred Grannas, in his remarks, 
also thanked Mr. Boolani and the guests for their warm wish-
es. He said he had endeavoured to take Pakistan-Germany ties 
to new heights during his posting in Islamabad. “Whether it 
was cooperation in climate action, renewable energy, or aca-
demic exchanges, I always believed in deepening our bilateral 
engagement,” he stated. Ambassador Grannas expressed opti-
mism that the strong foundation built during his tenure would 
continue to grow and strengthen further.
The evening featured lively interactions, warm tributes, and reflec-
tions on shared achievements, making the farewell not just a diplo-
matic formality but a celebration of enduring friendships.
As the event concluded, Aziz Boolani once again extended his 
best wishes to the outgoing ambassadors, thanking them for 
their service and expressing hope that they would remain ambas-
sadors of goodwill for Pakistan wherever they go next.
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Pakistan reaffirms strong ties with ASEAN: Amna
During the handover ceremony, Ambassador Wunna Han of Myanmar formally 
transferred the chair of ACI to the Ambassador of Thailand, H.E. Rongvudhi Virabutr

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's Foreign Secre-
tary, Amna Baloch, has reiterated Islama-
bad's firm commitment to deepening its 
multifaceted relations with ASEAN mem-
ber states, highlighting the regional bloc’s 
critical role in promoting peace, integra-
tion, and economic development across 
Asia. She made these remarks during the 
handover ceremony of the ASEAN Com-
mittee in Islamabad (ACI) Chair, where 
Myanmar formally passed the baton to 
Thailand. The ceremony, held in at the My-
anmar residence, was followed by a lunch-
eon hosted by the Ambassador of Myan-
mar, H.E. Wunna Han, in honor of ASEAN 
envoys and Pakistani officials.
Foreign Secretary Amna Baloch lauded 
ASEAN’s contribution to regional coopera-
tion, economic integration, and dialogue-
based diplomacy. She praised the bloc for 
setting a global example in maintaining 
unity among diverse nations and empha-
sized that Pakistan views ASEAN as a key 
partner in its foreign policy framework.
“Pakistan greatly values its longstanding 
ties with ASEAN countries,” she said. 
“Our engagement with ASEAN has stead-
ily grown over the years, and we remain 
committed to further enhancing coop-
eration across economic, political, and 
cultural dimensions.” Underscoring Pa-
kistan’s proactive approach, the Foreign 

Secretary also shared that preparations 
are underway to celebrate ASEAN Day in 
Islamabad in a “befitting and meaningful 
manner,” reflecting the strength of the 
relationship and mutual respect shared 
between Pakistan and ASEAN nations.
The ASEAN Committee in Islamabad 
(ACI) is composed of the resident missions 
of ASEAN countries in Pakistan, including 
Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. The chairmanship of the commit-
tee rotates after every six months among 
member states. During the handover cer-
emony, Ambassador Wunna Han of Myan-
mar formally transferred the chair of ACI 
to the Ambassador of Thailand, H.E. Ron-
gvudhi Virabutr. The symbolic passing of 
the gavel marks a new chapter in ASEAN’s 
diplomatic presence in Pakistan, with Thai-
land expected to further energize ASE-
AN’s collective engagements in Islamabad 
during its chairmanship.
The event was attended by senior officials 
of Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
including Additional Secretary Imran 
Ahmed Siddiqui, as well as the heads of 
missions of ASEAN member states repre-
sented in Islamabad. Ambassador Wunna 
Han, in his farewell remarks as outgoing 
ACI Chair, reflected on the achievements 
and collaborative efforts undertaken by 
ASEAN missions in Pakistan during his 
tenure. He also expressed confidence that 

Thailand would carry forward the momen-
tum to strengthen ASEAN's visibility and 
outreach in Pakistan.
Accepting the chairmanship, Ambassador 
Rongvudhi Virabutr reaffirmed ASEAN’s 
commitment to strengthening dialogue and 
cooperation with Pakistan. He highlighted 
the mutual opportunities for trade, invest-
ment, cultural exchange, and people-to-
people ties that lie ahead.
ASEAN — the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations — is a regional organization 
established in 1967 comprising ten coun-
tries: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, Thailand, and Vietnam. Its primary 
aim is to promote political and economic 
cooperation and regional stability among 
its members.
Pakistan became a Sectoral Dialogue Part-
ner of ASEAN in 1993 and has since main-
tained regular interaction with the group-
ing through high-level visits, participation 
in forums, and trade engagements.
The Islamabad-based ASEAN Committee 
plays a vital role in furthering these ties 
on the ground, not only through diplomacy 
but also through cultural, educational, and 
development initiatives.
As ASEAN and Pakistan look ahead to new 
horizons of cooperation, events such as the 
ACI chair handover reflect the enduring 
partnership and shared aspirations for a 
peaceful, prosperous, and integrated Asia.
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New UK eVisas 
for Pak students 

and workers
Most main applicants travelling to the UK on study 
or work-related visas will no longer need a physical 

sticker visa in passports from today (15 July)

Mahnoor Ansar
 
ISLAMABAD: The UK Government is replacing physical 
immigration documents for most student and worker visas 
with a digital proof of immigration status, an eVisa. An 
eVisa is an online record of a person’s immigration per-
mission in the UK, and any conditions which apply, which 
can be viewed by creating and accessing an online UK 
Visas and Immigration (UKVI) account.
eVisas are part of an enhanced border and immigration 
system that will  not only make the visa process easier, 
but is more secure, digital and streamlined. eVisas are 
tried and tested, with mill ions of people already using 
them on select immigration routes.

British High Commissioner, Jane Marriott CMG OBE, said:
“These changes to the UK visa system will make it much simpler for 
students and workers to prove their identity and visa status. It also 
means applicants can hold onto their passports, saving them time.”
Updating from a physical document to an eVisa does not affect 
anyone’s immigration status or the conditions of their permission 
to enter or stay in the UK.
E-visas are being rolled out for the main applicants for:
•	 Students, including short term study for 11 months   
•	 Global Business Mobility routes (specifically, Senior 

or Specialist Worker, Graduate Trainee, UK Expansion 
Worker, Service Supplier, Secondment Worker)   

•	 Global Talent    
•	 International Sportsperson    
•	 Skilled Worker (including Health and Care)   
•	 Temporary Work routes (specifically, Charity Worker, 

Creative Worker, Government Authorised Exchange, 
International Agreement, and Religious work routes)    

•	 Youth Mobility Scheme   
Holders can link their travel document (such as passport) to their 
UKVI account to facilitate straightforward international travel. People 
who have created a UKVI account will be able to use the view and 
prove service to prove their status securely with third parties, such as 
employers or landlords (in England). Applicants applying as a depend-
ant, or as a main applicant for visas other than study or work, e.g. 
general visitor visas, will still need a physical sticker visa. Anyone with 
existing, in date, physical visa stickers do not need to take any action.
This will eventually be rolled out to all visa routes meaning a more 
secure and streamlined process for all UK visa customers.

Bishop Nadeem Kamran visits Murree Brewery

RAWALPINDI: His Grace Bishop Nadeem Kamran of Lahore visited Murree Brewery, where he was 
warmly welcomed by MNA Isphanyar Bhandara. A zuhrana was hosted in his honour, attended by 
Christian workers and dignitaries. The Bishop led a prayer and answered questions from the workers.  
The visit underscored Mr. Bhandara’s commitment to interfaith harmony and minority inclusion.– DNA
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Uzbek Envoy Alisher Tukhtaev Presents  
Credentials to Sri Lankan Chief of Protocol

DNA
Colombo: In a moment of diplomatic significance, Ambassador Alish-
er Tukhtaev, the Ambassador of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Pakistan 
and now concurrently accredited to Sri Lanka, formally presented his 
Letter of Credence to Mr. Rohan Ambagolla, Chief of State Protocol of 
Sri Lanka.  Held in the capital city of Colombo, the ceremony symbol-
ized a historic turning point in bilateral relations between the two na-
tions. Ambassador Tukhtaev, who will reside in Islamabad, was warmly 
received by Mr. Ambagolla, who extended his deep appreciation to the 
President of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, for the landmark decision 
to establish a permanent diplomatic mission in Colombo.
During their meeting, Mr. Ambagolla termed the establishment of 
the Uzbek mission in Sri Lanka as a “powerful political signal” and 
the dawn of a qualitatively new chapter in Sri Lanka-Uzbekistan 
relations. He praised President Mirziyoyev's bold reform agenda, 
highlighting Uzbekistan’s consistent GDP growth, ambitious infra-
structure modernization, improved investment environment, and 
the overall enhancement in living standards.
“Uzbekistan today stands as one of the most dynamically advanc-
ing countries in the region, demonstrating clear commitment to 
modernization and openness,” said Mr. Ambagolla.
In the spirit of deepening economic and developmental coopera-
tion, Ambassador Tukhtaev presented a comprehensive proposal 
aimed at infusing practical content into the growing bilateral ties. 
Key initiatives proposed included:
• Establishing an Uzbekistan Trade House in Colombo to 
facilitate bilateral commerce.
• Initiating targeted exports of Uzbek goods such as dried 
fruits, flour, cotton yarn, and construction materials.
• Launching direct negotiations with major Sri Lankan re-
tail networks to explore market entry opportunities.

• Developing integrated logistics channels to re-export 
Sri Lankan tea and spices to Central Asia and the CIS 
region via Uzbekistan.
• Offering educational and IT-based platforms to benefit Sri 
Lankan youth, farmers, and technical professionals, with a 
focus on virtual learning.
Sri Lankan officials expressed full support for these initiatives, underscor-
ing their readiness to engage in this expanded format of cooperation. 
They welcomed Uzbekistan’s strategic outlook on enhancing regional 
connectivity, ensuring food security, and fostering sustainable trade and 
logistics partnerships, particularly with Global South economies. Both 
sides recognized the deep cultural and historical connections between 
their nations, each rooted in ancient civilizations, and expressed op-
timism about a shared future of mutual prosperity and development.

Jordan Ambassador 
praises IIUI’s role in 
Muslim education

During his visit, Ambassador Khreasat met separately 
with IIUI’s Rector, Prof. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed and 

President, Prof. Dr. Ahmed Saad Alahmed

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Maen Khreasat, Ambassador of the Hash-
emite Kingdom of Jordan to Pakistan, here on Wednesday 
visited the new campus of the International Islamic Uni-
versity, Islamabad (IIUI), where he discussed the areas 
of bilateral educational cooperation in high-level meet-
ings.Islamabad real estate market trendsTravel packages 
to Pakistan During his visit, Ambassador Khreasat met 
separately with IIUI’s Rector, Prof. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed 
and President, Prof. Dr. Ahmed Saad Alahmed. The discus-
sions during the  meetings focused on enhancing mutual 
cooperation between IIUI and Jordanian universities, with 
emphasis on technical assistance-based scholarships, aca-
demic exchange, and the possibility of jointly organized 
international conferences, said a press release.
Welcoming the ambassador in his office, Rector Dr. 
Mukhtar Ahmed appreciated the ambassador’s propos-
als, terming “education diplomacy” a key tool for promot-
ing global peace, harmony, and development. He assured 
full support to strengthen academic ties between Pakistan 
and Jordan. In a separate meeting, President IIUI Prof. 
Dr. Ahmed Saad Alahmed shared the university’s vision, 
academic profile, and strategic goals. He expressed IIUI’s 
commitment to expanding international educational link-
ages, particularly with institutions in the Muslim world.
Ambassador Khreasat acknowledged IIUI’s contributions to 
Muslim societies through education and termed the visit a 
step toward a “win-win situation” for both sides. He also em-
phasized the importance of cultural exchange and said he 
foresaw an increase in the number of Jordanian students at 
IIUI in the future.Travel packages to Pakistan. – DNA
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Portugal Embassy, 
Serena Hotels 

Host Chess Tournament 
in Islamabad

Mahnoor Ansar
ISLAMABAD: In a unique blend of 
sportsmanship and diplomacy, the Em-
bassy of Portugal in Islamabad, in col-
laboration with Serena Hotels and the 
Chess Federation of Pakistan, organized 
the first-ever Portugal-Pakistan Chess 
Tournament. Held at Kehkashan Hall I 
of Serena Hotel.The tournament brought 
together a diverse group of players and 
guests, creating an intellectually stimu-
lating environment and deepening cultur-
al connections between the two nations.
The event was part of the concluding cel-
ebrations of Portugal’s National Day in 
Pakistan and coincided with the 75th an-
niversary of diplomatic relations between 
Portugal and Pakistan—a milestone that 
underlines the long-standing friendship 
between the two countries.
The tournament kicked off at 10:30 AM 
and saw participation from around 40 
chess players, including seasoned profes-
sionals, young enthusiasts, and hobbyists, 
ranging in age and background. Among the 
notable attendees were ambassadors from 
Morocco, Yemen, and Turkmenistan, who 
also joined the chess matches, adding a dis-
tinct diplomatic flair to the occasion.
In his opening remarks, H.E. Frederico 
Silva, Ambassador of Portugal to Paki-
stan, expressed his gratitude to Serena 
Hotels for co-organizing the event and 
extended appreciation to the Chess Fed-
eration of Pakistan for their support in 
facilitating the matches. Ambassador Sil-
va highlighted the symbolic importance 
of the event, noting that chess is more 
than a game—it is a medium of strategic 
engagement, intellectual development, 
and cross-cultural understanding.
“This tournament is a reflection of our 
belief in building bridges between peo-
ple through cultural and intellectual ex-
change,” said Ambassador Silva. “As we 
mark 75 years of Portugal-Pakistan rela-
tions, it is important to celebrate not just 
political and economic cooperation but 
also our shared human values—something 
that chess uniquely embodies.”
Adding to the diplomatic atmosphere, 
many members of Islamabad’s civil soci-
ety, diplomatic corps, and official entities 
attended the event, turning it into a vibrant 

celebration of community, culture, and ca-
maraderie. The event was open to families 
and the general public, making it accessi-
ble to a broad audience and creating a fes-
tive, welcoming ambiance.
Serena Hotels, known for its commitment 
to promoting sports diplomacy, played a 
central role in bringing the event to life. 
Syed Fahim Inam, Chief Marketing Officer 
Group of Serena Hotels, emphasized the 
organization’s dedication to fostering such 
cultural and sporting events.
“We are proud to partner with the Embas-
sy of Portugal in promoting chess, a game 
that enhances critical thinking and brings 
people together,” said Inam. “Under our 
sports diplomacy initiative, Serena Hotels 
is committed to supporting similar events 
in the future that contribute to peace, de-

velopment, and international friendship.”
The venue was thoughtfully arranged to 
reflect the prestige of the event. Tables 
adorned with chessboards were spaced 
throughout the hall, allowing participants to 
engage in games surrounded by an atmos-
phere of concentration and mutual respect. 
Spectators moved quietly among the tables, 
watching matches unfold and appreciating 
the strategic brilliance of the players.
While the primary goal of the tournament 
was not competition but rather connection, 
the games were played with serious intent 
and spirit. Both new and experienced play-
ers demonstrated a high level of skill and 
sportsmanship, highlighting the strong po-
tential for chess to flourish further in Paki-
stan with institutional support.
The tournament also showcased the grow-
ing role of Islamabad as a hub for interna-
tional cultural engagement. By hosting such 
a multifaceted event, the city reinforced its 
image as an inclusive, vibrant, and intel-
lectually dynamic capital that welcomes di-
verse initiatives from around the globe.
Chess, with its universal appeal and em-
phasis on mental discipline, proved to be 
an ideal medium for such an endeavor. It 
transcended linguistic and cultural barri-
ers, allowing players and spectators alike 
to engage in meaningful, non-verbal com-
munication and strategic exchange. In do-
ing so, the Portugal-Pakistan Chess Tour-
nament fulfilled its broader purpose—of 
using sports as a vehicle for diplomacy, 
development, and dialogue.
As the final matches concluded and par-
ticipants gathered for group photographs 
and informal conversation, there was a 
shared sense that this was not merely 
an event but the beginning of a tradition. 
With Portugal and Pakistan reaffirming 
their strong diplomatic ties, and with in-
stitutions like Serena Hotels committed 
to fostering more such exchanges, the 
tournament marked a hopeful and inspir-
ing chapter in bilateral relations.
This event demonstrated how cultural 
diplomacy, when blended with timeless 
games like chess, can become a power-
ful tool to bring communities and nations 
closer. The success of the first Portugal-Pa-
kistan Chess Tournament sets a promising 
precedent for future collaborations rooted 
in respect, intellect, and mutual goodwill.
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Pakistan greatly values ties  
with France: Aurangzeb

French National Day  
celebrated in style

Ambassador Galey extended his appreciation to 
Pakistan’s govt and people for their warm hospitality

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Residence of 
France in Islamabad was abuzz 
with excitement as Ambassador 
Nicolas Galey hosted a grand recep-
tion to celebrate French National 
Day. Distinguished guests, includ-
ing Pakistani ministers, diplomats, 
and prominent figures, gathered to 
commemorate the 236th anniversa-
ry of the storming of the Bastille—a 
historic event that symbolizes lib-
erty, equality, and fraternity.
Federal Finance Minister Muham-
mad Aurangzeb, who graced the oc-
casion as the chief guest, reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s strong ties with France 
in his address. He emphasized that 
Pakistan deeply values its long-
standing relationship with France 
and expressed confidence that these 
bilateral relations will continue to 

strengthen in the days ahead.
In his heartfelt speech, Ambassa-
dor Galey reflected on the enduring 
principles of the French Revolu-
tion, emphasizing the importance 
of defending human rights and 
equality in today’s world.
“The powerful, enduring, and univer-
sal message of the French Revolution 
must be reaffirmed more than ever,” 
he stated, acknowledging the global 
challenges that threaten these val-
ues. The Ambassador praised Paki-
stan’s immense potential, highlight-
ing the contributions of its engineers, 
businessmen, farmers, and youth in 
driving progress. He also paid tribute 
to Pakistan’s Olympic and Paralym-
pic champions, Arshad Nadeem (gold 
medalist) and Haider Ali (bronze me-
dalist), who represented the nation 

with pride at the Paris Games.
“Both are great examples and an 
inspiration for your country,” he re-
marked, celebrating their achieve-
ments as symbols of Pakistan’s tal-
ent and determination.
Ambassador Galey extended his ap-
preciation to Pakistan’s government 
and people for their warm hospital-
ity.  He also expressed deep gratitude 
to his wife, Camélia, for her unwaver-
ing support in making their diplomat-
ic mission in Pakistan a success.
The event underscored the strong 
ties between France and Pakistan, 
celebrating shared values and future 
collaborations. As guests enjoyed 
the evening, the spirit of liberty, 
equality, and fraternity resonated—a 
testament to the enduring legacy of 
France’s National Day.
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FLORAL ART SOCIETY HOLDS ANNUAL 
GENERAL BODY MEETING

ISLAMABAD:  Spouses of Ambassadors of Japan and Philippines 
attending the annual general body meeting a multimedia presentation 
by Farhana Azim held at Islamabad Serena Hotel. Mrs. Wiqarunnisa 
Boolani also spoke on the occasion. – DNA
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FPCCI chief lauds Azerbaijan 
decision to invest in Pakistan

Azerbaijani Ambassador Meets FPCCI President 
Atif Ikram Sheikh to Discuss Trade Expansion

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Azerbaijan’s Ambassador to Pakistan, Khaz-
ar Farhadov, called on Atif Ikram Sheikh, President of the 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
try (FPCCI), to discuss avenues for strengthening bilateral 
trade ties between Pakistan and Azerbaijan.
During the meeting, both sides expressed satisfaction 
over the recent warmth in Pakistan-Azerbaijan relations 
across political, defense, economic, and social spheres. 
They agreed on the need to further enhance cooperation 
in trade and investment. Atif Ikram Sheikh welcomed 
Azerbaijan’s decision to invest in Pakistan, terming it a 
positive sign for long-term economic collaboration. 
“Pakistan is committed to deepening bilateral relations with 
Azerbaijan in all sectors,” he stated, emphasizing the impor-
tance of mutual partnerships under regional frameworks 
such as the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO).

He further appreciated Azerbaijan’s active and ef-
fective role on the ECO platform, and noted that 
increased business-to-business (B2B) engagement 
could play a significant role in boosting trade be-
tween the two brotherly nations.
Ambassador Farhadov, for his part, commended Atif Ikram 
Sheikh for his dynamic role as the President of the ECO 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ECO-CCI). He said 
that the business communities of both countries must take 
a lead role in expanding trade and commercial partnerships.
The meeting also explored opportunities to enhance bi-
lateral trade volumes and foster direct B2B linkages to 
facilitate joint ventures and new market access.
Both sides reiterated their commitment to a robust eco-
nomic partnership and agreed to continue working close-
ly to unlock the full potential of bilateral trade relations.



35 AUGUST-2025   |   LARGEST DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centreline.com.pkCentreline

Receives Edil Baisalov
Shehbaz Sharif

lauds progress in 
Pak-Kyrgyz ties

Reiterating Pakistan’s strong commitment to regional cooperation, 
the Prime Minister emphasized the importance of effective and 
timely implementation of the decisions made during the session

DNA
Islamabad: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on 
Tuesday welcomed a high-level delegation from the Kyrgyz Re-
public, led by Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers,  
Edil Baisalov, in Islamabad. The delegation is visiting Pakistan 
to participate in the 5th Session of the Pakistan-Kyrgyzstan 
Joint Intergovernmental Commission (IGC), convened to bol-
ster bilateral cooperation in diverse fields.
Welcoming the delegation, Prime Minister Sharif expressed 
satisfaction over the successful holding of the IGC session. 
He commended the signing of the Protocol and multiple 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs), terming them vital 

steps toward expanding collaboration in trade, energy, con-
nectivity, and people-to-people exchanges.
Reiterating Pakistan’s strong commitment to regional coop-
eration, the Prime Minister emphasized the importance of 
effective and timely implementation of the decisions made 
during the session. He underscored that translating these 
agreements into practical outcomes would be key to maxi-
mizing mutual benefits. The Kyrgyz delegation appreciated 
Pakistan’s efforts in strengthening bilateral ties and ex-
pressed confidence that the outcomes of the IGC would pave 
the way for deeper, more results-oriented cooperation.
Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to continued engage-
ment and coordination at all levels to advance shared goals and 
strengthen the longstanding Pakistan-Kyrgyzstan partnership.
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Pakistan investors invited  
to invest in Morocco

Moroccan Ambassador Celebrates 26th Throne Day Anniversary in Islamabad  
with renewed commitment to Morocco-Pakistan Ties

Ansar M Bhatti
ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of the King-
dom of Morocco celebrated the 26th an-
niversary of the accession of His Majesty 
King Mohammed VI to the Throne with a 
grand reception held at the Serena Hotel 
in Islamabad. The event was attended by 
a distinguished gathering of diplomats, 
government officials, business leaders, 
and members of the civil society. Federal 
Minister for National Food Security and 
Research, Mr. Rana Tanveer Hussain, 
was the chief guest on the occasion.
In his welcoming speech, H.E. Mohamed 
Karmoune, Ambassador of Morocco to 
Pakistan, extended his warm greetings 
to all guests and expressed deep grati-
tude for their presence. The ambassador 
highlighted the significance of Throne 
Day, calling it “an annual opportunity to 
renew the bonds of mutual allegiance be-
tween the people of Morocco and their 
Sovereign.” Reflecting on the achieve-
ments of King Mohammed VI’s 26-year 
reign, Ambassador Karmoune noted Mo-
rocco’s impressive progress in various 

sectors despite the global economic un-
certainties. He said that the country has 
maintained a competitive, diversified, 
and open economy. “Since His Majesty’s 
accession to the Throne, the pillars of 
economic and social progress have been 
strengthened,” he stated.
The ambassador emphasized Morocco’s 
industrial transformation over the last 
decade, particularly in exports from the 
automotive, aviation, renewable energy, 
and food industries. Tourism, he added, 
remains a major contributor to national 
growth and job creation. Morocco’s econ-
omy today connects to nearly three bil-
lion consumers worldwide through a net-
work of free trade agreements, including 
with the European Union, United States, 
Turkey, UAE, Egypt, and others.
Highlighting the country’s ambitious 
development projects, Ambassador 
Karmoune pointed to key initiatives in 
water management, desalination, food 
security, infrastructure, and energy 
sovereignty. He invited Pakistani inves-

tors and businesses to take advantage 
of Morocco’s investment-friendly poli-
cies and strategic trade positioning. “I 
invite Pakistani investors to explore op-
portunities in Morocco, benefit from our 
investment facilities, and gain access to 
global markets,” he said. Speaking on 
bilateral ties, the ambassador affirmed 
the deep-rooted and cordial relationship 
between Morocco and Pakistan. “Our 
bilateral relations have traditionally 
been strong and are based on shared 
values, mutual respect, and common 
historical experiences,” he noted. He 
expressed Morocco’s commitment to 
enhancing collaboration with Pakistan 
in fields such as trade, defense, joint 
investment ventures, tourism, and en-
gagement on international platforms 
to address global challenges. “We must 
further strengthen our ties through 
increased high-level visits and collabo-
rative efforts,” he said, stressing the 
importance of building lasting partner-
ships that benefit both nations.
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Pakistan investors invited to invest in Morocco
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D N A
Islamabad: In a spirited and heart-
warming celebration, Rising Stars Hockey 
Club hosted a special event to mark the 
birthday of His Excellency Neil Hawkins, 
the Australian High Commissioner to Pa-
kistan. The event, held during the club’s 
regular Sunday practice session, turned 
into a celebration not only of Mr. Hawk-
ins’ special day but also of his dedication 
to youth development and his support for 
the sport of hockey in Pakistan.
The gathering drew a diverse crowd of 
young players, club officials, and distin-
guished guests, including H.E. Kamal 
Basha, the High Commissioner of Brunei, 
who joined in the festivities to honor Mr. 
Hawkins. The celebration underscored 
the close ties between sport, diplomacy, 
and youth engagement.
During his remarks, Mr. Hawkins passion-
ately urged young athletes to continue 
honing their skills and playing a proac-
tive role in the revival and promotion of 
hockey at the national level. “Pakistan 
has a rich hockey legacy. With hard work 
and commitment, young players can bring 
back the glory days and even take the 
game to new heights,” he said, addressing 
the club’s aspiring talent. A highlight of 
the occasion was the symbolic cutting of 
Mr. Hawkins’ birthday cake, followed by 
an inspiring gesture — the distribution of 
hockey sticks to young players. This act 
was both a gift and a statement of sup-
port, as Mr. Hawkins emphasized the 
importance of providing resources and 

encouragement to nurture the next 
generation of players.
In another commendable moment, Mr. 
Hawkins recognized and appreciated 
Asad Abbas, a club member, for success-
fully completing his umpiring course in 
Malaysia. His acknowledgment of Abbas’ 
achievement highlighted the value of tech-
nical growth alongside athletic training 
in the development of Pakistan’s hockey 
ecosystem. Throughout the event, Mr. 
Hawkins interacted with both male and 
female players, taking photos, engaging 
in conversations, and encouraging them 
to keep pursuing excellence. His genu-
ine enthusiasm and accessible demeanor 
made a strong impression on the young 
athletes and club members alike.
The Rising Stars Hockey Club expressed 

gratitude to its leadership and organizing 
team for making the event a success. Spe-
cial thanks were extended to Chief Patron 
Asif Masood Bhatti, President Mehmood 
Ahmed, General Secretary Sohail Akram 
Janjua, Finance Secretary Muhammad 
Azeem Jutt, Chief Editor of Islamabad 
Post Ansar Mehmood Bhatti, and Media 
Coordinator Syed Khayber Ali for their un-
wavering support and efforts in promoting 
hockey at the grassroots level.
The celebration was a vivid reflection of how 
diplomacy and community sports can inter-
sect to foster talent, unity, and national pride. 
With committed support from diplomatic fig-
ures like Mr. Hawkins, High Commissioner 
Kamal Ahmed and institutions such as the 
Rising Stars Hockey Club, Pakistan’s future 
in hockey looks increasingly promising.

Australian envoy Hawkins 
encourages youth to  

champion hockey development
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30th anniversary of Srebrenica genocide
Bosnian envoy urges global 

unity and remembrance 
He recalled the broader context of the Bosnian War (1992–1995) — a period that witnessed 

more than 100,000 people killed, thousands of women subjected to sexual violence, and 
over two million people forcibly displaced. Amid such tragic memories, Ambassador Emin 

emphasized the importance of collective remembrance and moral vigilance

Saifullah Ansar/DNA

Islamabad: In a deeply moving ceremony held to commemorate 
the International Day of Reflection and Commemoration of the 
1995 Genocide in Srebrenica, the Ambassador of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Emin  Cohodarevic delivered a powerful speech 
that resonated with solemnity, gratitude, and a renewed call for 
justice, remembrance, and global solidarity.
Addressing a distinguished gathering of diplomats, civil soci-
ety members, scholars, and media representatives, Ambassa-
dor Emin began with a heartfelt greeting — “Good afternoon, 
Selamalejkum” — and expressed sincere appreciation for the 
guests’ presence in observing this solemn occasion.
“This year,” the Ambassador noted, “marks the 30th anniversa-
ry of the Srebrenica genocide, during which over 8,000 Bosnian 
Muslim men and boys were systematically murdered in what 
the United Nations has termed the worst atrocity on European 
soil since World War II.” He recalled the broader context of 
the Bosnian War (1992–1995) — a period that witnessed more 
than 100,000 people killed, thousands of women subjected to 
sexual violence, and over two million people forcibly displaced. 
Amid such tragic memories, Ambassador Emin emphasized the 
importance of collective remembrance and moral vigilance.
“In our remembrance,” he said, “we reflect on what this anniver-

sary means for today’s increasingly polarized world. We stand to-
gether against those who try to divide us and recommit ourselves 
to opposing hatred, discrimination, and prejudice. Only then can 
our communities and the world be safer, stronger, and more cohe-
sive.” A major point of gratitude in the Ambassador’s speech was 
directed toward the Government of Pakistan, which played a key 
role in the adoption of the UN General Assembly Resolution in 
May 2024, formally establishing July 11 as the International Day of 
Remembrance and Commemoration of the Srebrenica Genocide.
“The adopted resolution has planetary significance,” he re-
marked. “It is a moral, historical, and civilizational act. In 
times of complex global relations, it is important to know 
that the truth has its guardians.”
Ambassador Emin underscored the need to institutionally pro-
tect the legacy of the UN courts, condemn the glorification 
of war criminals, and promote a culture of peace and justice 
through education and dialogue.
In a poignant cultural tribute, the Ambassador also highlighted the 
screening of the internationally acclaimed film “Quo Vadis, Aida?” 
as part of the commemoration. Describing it as both a cinematic 
masterpiece and a harrowing reminder of the genocide, he invited 
the audience to contemplate its emotional and ethical questions.
“How many things would have been different if we had more 
empathy and solidarity?” he asked. “Did this tragedy have to 
have such a terrible outcome?”
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