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T HE PTI Chairman Imran Khan has hinted at dissolving 
the assemblies in December in order to pave way for the 

general elections. Earlier he had offered the government to 
engage in talks with the PTI in order to determine a date 
for the elections however according to the former prime 
minister his offer was misunderstood by the government 
benches and construed as if the PTI were afraid of dissolution 
of the provincial assemblies. Therefore Imran Khan now 
has asserted that December was the deadline and if there 
were no agreement then he would call it a day. Realistically 
speaking Punjab and KP governments have turned out to be 
heavens for those who want to make money therefore these 

vested interests would never like Imran Khan to dissolve assemblies. If the country 
has reached the verge of default and foreign exchange reserves have squeezed to 
record low levels it is not because the country is not producing anything or exports 
have slumped to minimal levels. The key reason that has brought us to such a pass 
happens to be the increased level of corruption and bad governance. It has been my 
consistent view that corruption and absence of rule of law are responsible for all 
our economic as well as political and social woes. Interestingly, there is no single 
department in Pakistan which we can say is corruption- free. Money makes the 
mere go dictum perhaps has been coined for this country. Even during the rule 
of champions of Riasat-e- Madina, the PTI, corruption used to be the order of the 
day. The situation was even worse as the corruption rate had sky-rocketed during 
that time. Bad governance was yet another feather in PTI cap at that time. But, as 
Imran Khan would put it, their hands were tied and the epicenter of power rested 
somewhere else. He has openly admitted now that to give an extension to former 
army chief General Bajwa was his biggest mistake adding he would do away with 
the extension system if he comes to power again.   The three and half year tenure 
of the PTI proved to be an absolute disappointment even for the die-hard PTI 
workers.  But then the Cipher issue appeared on the scene which instilled a new life 
into the PTI and the party once again turns out be the only option people believe 
can set things in order. And frankly, the way this coalition government has ruled 
this country in past eight months, PTI men ostensibly appear to be the angles.
Country’s economy would continue to reel under stress if this dispensation both 
at the provinces and federal level continues to hold ground simply because pulling 
the country out of crises has never been its priority ever since taking charge of the 
respective governments. When politicians take charge of the governments, both at 
the provincial and federal level, their immediate concern is how to secure the next 
elections. And we all know contesting elections in Pakistan is not every body’s job. It 
needs hell of connections and money as well. Undoubtedly, Imran Khan has played 
a master stroke by announcing the dissolution of the provincial assemblies. It was 
an unexpected move for the government alliance. Once taunting the PTI chairman 
for not dissolving the assemblies if he really wanted general elections in the country, 
the government and its allies now are literally begging him not to do so. Govt stance 
unequivocally shows its weakness and its unwillingness to go to the elections fearing 
possible defeat. Imran Khan and PTI need to keep in mind that PML N and PPP both 
are extremely good at political wheeling - dealing. There may be severe consequences 
if the PTI leadership delays dissolution of assemblies. If it really wants to do it then 
it has to do it sooner rather than later. As the insiders would reveal, Punajb Chief 
Minister Pervaiz Elahi and KP Chief Minister Mahmood Khan too want these 
assemblies to remain intact. Both of them perhaps know it very well that this is their 
last stint as the chief ministers. Especially Pervaiz Elahi is quite unpredictable. He 
is well known for changing loyalties at the eleventh hour. He has already hinted at 
continuing with his office at least till March 2023. As regards PTI-Establishment 
relationship the PTI chairman has called upon his workers not to talk about any 
military official with a view to mending fences. Nevertheless, 
keeping in mind Imran’s temperament it is difficult to say that 
he will remain steadfast in his stance towards the establishment.
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Thailand-Pakistan
relations excellent

Chakkrid kraChaiwong

ambassador of Thailand talks to Centreline, 
daily islambad PoST and dna news agency

Ambassador of Thailand to Pakistan 
Chakkrid Krachaiwong talked to 

Centreline. During the interview the 
Ambassador touched upon various 

aspects of bilateral as well multi-lateral 
issues. Here is the text of his interview

AnsAr MAhMood BhAtti

1) First let us begin with bilateral 
relations, can you please shed some 
light on the bilateral relations in po-
litical, trade and economy fields?
I am pleased to say that we are living 
in a very exciting moment of Thai-
land-Pakistan relations.
The reason I’m saying that is because 
this year marks the 60th anniversary 
of the late Bhumibol Adulyadej, the 
Great and Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s 
landmark visit to Pakistan. To com-
memorate this auspicious occasion, 
the Royal Thai Embassy, in kind co-
operation with the Punjab Governor 
House, accomplished a project to im-
prove the landscape around the man-
go trees that Their Majesties planted 
during their visit in 1962. Sixty years 
have passed, these old mango trees 
still stand strong as a testament of our 
closed and cordial ties. I would like to 
also express my sincere appreciation 

to our Pakistani friends who help taking very good care of these important trees.
His Majesty the current King of Thailand has also visited Pakistan 3 times when His 
Majesty was the Crown Price. At one of his visits in 2006, the then Crown Prince, 
brought with him relief assistance granted by his father for the earthquake victims in 
Pakistan and during the recent severed flood, His Majesty has also sent a Royal Con-
dolence Message to those who were affected by the flood.  Additionally, since October 
last year, the Embassy along with Pakistanis friends from several sectors as well as the 
Government of Pakistan have celebrated the 70th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations through numerous activities. In fact, linkages between our two 
countries actually dated back more than 2,000 years through exchanges of trade and 
culture since Gandhara civilization. Recently, the Royal Thai Government presented 
a container of the Lord Buddha’s relics as a gift to commemorate the 70th anniver-
sary to Taxila Museum which combines the beautiful Thai and Gandhara arts reflect-
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ing such linkages. Also, under Punjab 
and Pakistan authorities’ invitation and 
support, the Thai Buddhists have also 
performed one of the largest Buddhist 
ceremonies in Taxila demonstrated Paki-
stan’s harmony and interfaith principle.
In March this year, H.E. Mr. Don Pra-
mudwinai, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, 
participated in the OIC Foreign Minister 
Conference organized in Islamabad. This 
visit not only demonstrated our coopera-
tion in multilateral aspect but also 
to represent Thailand’s strong support to 
our Pakistani friends as the host country. 
In terms of trade, despite of the global 
pandemic, our trade volume last year has 
reached the highest record in the entire 
history of our bilateral trade at 1.8 bil-
lion US Dollars. I am hopeful that this 
year’s bilateral trade would break yet 
another record as the trade volume un-
til this September has already reached 6 
percent higher than the same period of 
last year. We are also looking forward to 
the conclusion of Thailand-Pakistan Free 
Trade Agreement which is anticipat-
ed to enhance our trade dynamic and 
strengthen our trade links to a higher 
level for our mutual benefit. 
When I visited Sialkot, I am delighted to 
learn that the rubbers and latex that have 
been imported from Thailand are used by 
factories there, to make footballs for play-
ers around the world especially World Cup 
during the past several years, including 
the “Al Rihla football” using in World Cup 
2022 in Qatar. The synergy between high-
quality rubber from Thailand and skill 
craftsmanship and technique from 
Pakistan represents as a symbol of 
strong relationship between Thailand 
and Pakistan and cooperation that 
benefit beyond our two countries.
Regarding investment, Charoen Pok-
phand Group, Thailand’s agro industry, 
which has established its large invest-
ment in Lahore, has shared with us that 
they are very pleased with the productiv-
ity and already planned to increase their 
investment next year, creating more 
jobs for the local people. We also have 
received good news that Pakistani busi-
nessman who joined Rawalpindi Cham-
ber of Commerce’s trip to Thailand in 
July has invested in buying two hotels in 
Phuket, Thailand. I still believe that there 
are more rooms to be explored.
2) Direct air links between the two 
countries have contributed greatly 
towards deepening of bilateral ties. 
Bangkok can also be a transit hub 
for rest of the world. Please share 
your thoughts on this?
One of the first questions I was asked since 
my arrival last year was “When Thai Air-
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ways will resume its flight between Paki-
stan and Thailand?”.  Since then, the Royal 
Thai Embassy in Islamabad had been work-
ing closely with the Thai Airways toward 
the flight resumption. Finally in March this 
year, the Thai Airways has resumed its di-
rect flights from Bangkok to all three ma-
jor cities in Pakistan: Islamabad, Lahore, 
and Karachi. Not only that, the number 
of flights has quickly increased from only 
once a week to 4 or 5 times a week. Not 
only Pakistanis can travel to Thailand more 
comfortably but also, for the last couple of 
months, we have noticed a sharp increase 
in numbers of Thai people travelling to 
Pakistan, deepening the people-to-people 
ties, which is another important element 
of our bilateral relations. Recently, we 
have seen more and more stories about 
Pakistan published in the Thai social me-
dia, including one of my own, sharing the 
true beauty of natural landscape and world 
ancient heritage sites which have not 
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presented well enough through the 
eyes of the global media. 
3) Cultural linkages are yet another 
area where both countries have been 
cooperating closely. How do you see 
Pakistan government arrangements 
to preserve especially the Buddhist 
heritage? 
I believe that culture, arts, music, 
dance, and food can be key elements 
to create understanding and unity as 
they are understandable and appre-
ciable by all humanity. It is a com-
mon language of all man kinds. That is 
why for the past year the Embassy has 
participated in several culture and social 
activities from fund raising bazar with 
MOFA to traditional dress show to 
Thai Festival in Lahore, the largest 
scale event from Thailand which at-
tracted almost 10,000 visitors.
Regarding the heritage sites, Pakistan 
is home to the ancient Gandhara civili-
sation with plenty of ancient Buddhist 
sites declared as UNESCO World Her-
itage. I admire the arrangement of the 
Pakistan’s authorities as well as the lo-
cal Pakistanis in preserving these world 
heritage sites. By doing so, not only the 
Pakistanis have preserved these sites for 
your country but also for the people from 
around the world. The Pakistan Govern-
ment’s vision to promote the tourism of 
these historical sites will bring more de-
velopment to these areas and the local 
people and economy would also benefit 
greatly from this tourism.

I would like to see more people visiting Pakistan because I want them not only 
to see your country’s beauty and heritage but to also experience, as I do, the 
friendliness and kindness of the Pakistanis. 
4) Inspired by Pakistani truck art; the Royal Thai Embassy recently got its 
wall painted, an idea which was liked by many Pakistanis and other foreign 
mission as well. What was your motivation behind this initiative?
The 226-foot-long wall of the Embassy, which was painted with the Pakistan’s truck 
art, is one of the projects to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the establishment of 
Thailand-Pakistan diplomatic relations. 
The Pakistan’s truck art is globally known for its unique charm reflecting ap-
preciation for Pakistan’s love of art, friendliness, joyfulness, and diversity that 
resemble Thai people. I hope that this painted wall will connect the Pakistani and 
Thai people together in the sense that when the Pakistanis come to the Embassy, 
they would feel welcomed by the art of their own and, at the same time, when the 
Thai people come to the Embassy, they would get to know more about the Paki-
stan’s art and culture through this painting. It is also to demonstrate our respect 
to Pakistan’s rich culture and talented artists. 
I would like to express my appreciation to the very talented artist, Mr. Siyar 
Khan, from Peshawar who has preserved this indigenous art for over 20 years of 
his work. We hope that this painting will contribute to the promotion and pres-
ervation of indigenous art, which has long history, in this digitalized era. I also 
would like to thank the Pakistan’s media that help promoting this project to wider 
audiences. I am very pleased the Thai media are also interested in and published 
a number of articles on this project, one of which is written by myself.
5) Thailand as we know contributed generously towards flood relief 
activities. Please share with our readers some details about the assis-
tance provided so far including a gala fundraiser held in collaboration 
with the Serena Hotels?
I wish to express my sincere condolences and pass on solidarity from the people of 
Thailand to those who have been affected by one of the most devastating floods in 
the Pakistan’s history.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, the Royal Thai 
Embassy, and Thai civil society organizations contributed approximately 134 million 
Pakistan Rupees for the flood relief operations.  Moreover, I also have a conversation 
with Mr. Aziz Boolani, CEO of Serena Hotel, and we agreed to have professional Thai 
traditional dancers and Muay Thai boxers who flew in from Thailand to perform at the 
Fundraising Gala Dinner both in Islamabad and Faisalabad to assist those who suffered 
from the severed flood. We are proud to be a crucial part of these fundraising galas and 
are appreciative of Serena Hotel and the donors as well as participants of the events.
Currently, the Thai civil society still continues its financial support to the flood victims 
because we understand that even if the flood has been subsided in many areas, the 
rehabilitation of the flood affected peo-
ple still be a priority. I believe that it 
is important for the international com-
munity to focus much more on combat-
ing climate change and global warm-
ing. Otherwise, this can happen again 
and it could happen to any country.
6) Anything you would like to add?
I extremely value my assignment here 
as Ambassador because it allows me 
to meet Pakistani friends from all 
walks of life as well as my friends in 
Diplomatic Circle. It has also given 
me profound respect for the people 
of Pakistan and their patriotic minds 
and passionate hearts as Pakistan 
progresses through this challenging 
world. My Ambassadorship is also 
giving a great opportunity for me and 
our families at the Embassy, to return 
your kind hospitality, with our sincere 
friendship to our dear friends in Pa-
kistan. Rest assured that, as a friend, 
Thailand will work hand in hand with 
Pakistan to achieve our common goals 
for the benefits of our peoples as well 
as people of the world. 
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iSLaMaBad:  ambassador of Switzerland georg Steiner organized a JaZZ music night at his 
residence. renowned artist from Switzerland had flown all the way from Switzerland to perform 
in Pakistan. The trio consisted of clarinent, guitar and bass and presented different styles of jazz 
including swing, blues bossa nova and many more. The musicians will perform at the PnCa and 
then in Lahore as well. guests enjoyed the performances and praised the great work done by the 
artists. The artists also enjoyed while performing in Pakistan and hoped to come here again. - dna

Jazz music night at  
the swiss embassy
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British HC Turner 
leaving Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: The British Foreign Secre-
tary, The Rt. Hon. James Cleverly MP, has 
announced the appointment of Dr Chris-
tian Turner CMG to a senior diplomatic 
position in London as Director General 
Geopolitical (Political Director) at the UK’s 
Foreign Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO). This is a position equiva-

lent to Under Secretary of State. Currently 
serving as the British High Commissioner 
to Pakistan, a position he has held since De-
cember 2019, Christian Turner is expected 
to depart the country and take up his new 
role in London by mid-January 2023. This 
follows the end of a standard three year 
diplomatic posting. Over his three years 
as High Commissioner, Christian Turner 
oversaw the UK’s COVID-19 repatriation 
efforts, welcomed a UK Foreign Secretary 
visit, lobbied for and secured direct flights 
from the UK to Pakistan, initiated a drive to 

double UK-Pakistan trade by 2025, ensured 
that the UK was at the forefront of the in-
ternational Pakistan flood crisis response 
and played a pivotal role in the promotion 
of sports diplomacy and the return of the 
England Men’s cricket team to Pakistan fol-
lowing a 17 year absence. The British High 
Commissioner, Christian Turner, said 
the following: “The last three years have 
been some of the most rewarding of my 
life, both professionally and personally. I 
will continue closely to follow Pakistan’s 
future in my new role in London.” – DNA
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Japan provides USD 4.196 
million to Pakistan

UNICEF to use fundsfor assisting children and families affected by floods 
and improving WASH infrastructure incommunities hosting refugees

MAhnoor AnsAr

ISLAMABAD: The Government of 
Japan has provided USD 4.196 mil-
lion to the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), for its humanitarian 
services in the flood affected areas 
and to improve water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) infrastructure in refu-
gee settlements and host communi-
ties in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and 
Balochistan provinces.  An event was 
held here today to acknowledge and 
thank the Government and people of 
Japan for their usual and generous sup-
portfor the children in Pakistan.  The 
Chairman National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, Lt. Gen. Inam Haider 
Malik, Ambassador of Japan to Paki-
stan, H.E WADA Mitsuhiro, UNICEF 
Representative in Pakistan, Mr. Ab-
dullah Fadil, and senior officials of the 
Government of Pakistan were present 
on the occasion.  
Speaking on the occasion, Chairman 
NDMA, Lt. Gen. Inam Haider Malik 

said, “Government of Pakistan stands 
committed in maximizing support to 
its flood affected people with contin-
ued involvement of international com-
munity.”
“Japan has always been a lead in such 
assistance role for Pakistan and it is 
gratefully acknowledged at people-to-
People tiers.UNICEF Pakistan is also 
at the forefront of such initiatives and 
has enabled swift delivery of key relief 
aid articles to people in distress.” “Na-
tional Disaster Management Author-
ity, the national Coordinating author-
ity for all emergencies mitigation and 
Control, engages all stakeholders and 
donor agencies, to help investment in 
capacity building and developing sound 
robust national preparedness regime. 
We endorse the high value of UNICEF 
donations and Thank Government of 
Japan for helping minimize the impact 
of the damage in flood affected areas of 
Pakistan,” he added. 
Using Japanese funds and working in 
coordination with the National and 

Provincial Disaster Management Au-
thorities and other relevant depart-
ments, UNICEF is working to ensure 
that host and refugee communities in 
the two provinces have access to im-
proved WASH services. These servic-
es include provision of improved water 
quality and supply, regular cleaning of 
drains, improved solid waste manage-
ment and emergency WASH services 
in health centres and schools. This has 
contributed to significant reduction in 
the incidence of diseases caused by un-
safe water and poor hygiene.
At the ceremony, H.E. Mitsuhiro 
Wada, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan said,“Japan in 
partnership with UNICEF, has suc-
cessfully supported Afghan refugees 
and their host communities in KP and 
Balochistan provinces in WASH and 
nutrition, ensuring the most vulner-
able have access to safe water, hygiene 
facilities, and nutrition supplements. 
Now as an immediate response to the 
widespread flooding, Japan stands 
ready to provide emergency support to 
the affected by providing clean water 
and hygiene items.”
Funds provided by Japan to UNICEF 
for its humanitarian services in the 
flood-affected areas are being used to 
provide safe drinking water, adequate 
sanitation, raising awareness about 
personal and communal hygiene, pro-
vision of hygiene kits, and scanning nu-
tritional status of children and women 
in camps and communities.
“We are extremely grateful for the 
generous funding from the Govern-
ment of Japan to children and families 
at this critical juncture,” said Abdul-
lah Fadil, UNICEF Representative in 
Pakistan. “It is the most vulnerable 
children and families who are bearing 
the brunt of the devastating floods 
and they need support to survive. 
Without action, more children will 
lose their lives in the weeks to come.  
Ensuring the availability of safe 
drinking water, sanitation, hygiene 
and medical and nutrition services is 
critical to avert further deaths.” 
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Independence
Day of Finland

iSLaMaBad: ambassador of Finland hannu ripatti hosted a simple but 
impressive reception to mark the 105th independence day of Finland. 
ambassador of European Union riina kionka cut the cake along with the 
spouse and daughter of ambassador ripatti. Finland has re-opened its 
embassy in Pakistan. The reception was attended by diplomats, media 
and members of the civil society. it was ambassador ripatti’s first 
reception after his arrival in Pakistan almost two months ago. during his 
speech he desired to expand relations with Pakistan. – dna
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UAE 51st 
National 
Day 
celebrated 

Staff report
ISLAMABAD: UAE Ambassador to Pa-
kistan Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Alzaabi on 
Thursday hosted a reception, here at a lo-
cal hotel, to mark the 51st National Day of 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). There 
was a huge participation from the diplo-
matic and journalistic community in the 
colourful reception where the UAE envoy 
received all the guests with great vigour. 
Addressing the celebration ceremony, the 
ambassador said this cheerful gathering 
was clear evidence of enthusiasm and af-
fection between the brotherly people and 
governments of our two countries.
“Indeed, I consider this event as Fifty First 
celebration of our friendly relations and 
cooperation, and I am confident that this 
bond of brotherhood will further enhance 
in various sectors and broader horizons.”
He said the celebration this year came with 
the visionary leadership of UAE President 
Sheikh Muhammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
and  Vice President, Prime Minister of 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum who adopted 
the “Principles of the 50” as guidelines for 
a new phase of growth and development 
over the next 50 years. He said the miracu-
lous accomplishments in the areas of devel-

opment over the last year coincided with 
the unprecedented success of UAE, which 
had the pride to not only host international 
events but to successfully host the EXPO 
2020 amid the gigantic participation of 
more than 192 countries and thousands of 
multinational and leading companies.
The envoy said the UAE adopted economic 
strategies that stimulated economic di-
versification away from oil, and working 
to build an economy based on knowledge 
and diversity, reinforced by scientific and 
technological progress, and to provide im-
petus for investment in digital and circular 
economies, as well as sectors based on arti-
ficial intelligence and the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. The UAE, he said, believed that 
the future of regional security depended on 
strong multilateral partnerships and a com-
mon commitment to achieving stability and 
prosperity through peaceful political and 
economic means.  “The Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreements will con-
tinue to pave the way for more opportuni-

ties for the people of the region and open 
the way for the vital economic development 
of the Middle East, accelerating and enhanc-
ing trade across nations and increasing the 
ease of doing business throughout the re-
gion, and in other markets such as Europe, 
Asia, Africa and Latin America.”
He said the United Arab Emirates had 
become an important trade hub, and “it 
is aware of the necessity of prosperity 
and the free flow of goods and services 
as a fundamental principle for any mod-
ern and peaceful forward-looking coun-
try, and the Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreements are the latest 
step in this regard.” He said the UAE had 
deep and distinguished relations with all 
countries, which reinforced and reflected 
its principles based on openness, part-
nership, building bridges, and working 
to consolidate peace, and the common 
interests of countries and peoples, in a 
way that contributes to achieving inter-
national peace and security. 
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German 
Embassy 
holds a 
Charity 

Christmas 
Market 

German envoy says with 
this bazaar we want to 
welcome the merriest 

time of the year
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD:  The Embassy of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in Islamabad organized 
a Christmas Market in Islamabad today. The 
event featured authentic German delicacies, 
shopping, and fun to celebrate Christmas in 
the traditional German style including home-
made cakes, cookies and wreaths made by 
the German Embassy Team. Around 30 stalls 
displayed an extensive range of Christmas ar-
ticles, glassware, handicrafts, children’s toys, 
candles, leather goods, metal ornaments, dry 
fruit, advent wreaths and other decorations. 
Several children choirs gave performances 
throughout the afternoon. The “Weihnachts-
mann” (German Santa Claus) made an appear-
ance to distribute sweets among children who 
have been good all year.  The German Ambas-
sador to Pakistan, H.E. Alfred Grannas, said 
on this occasion: “With this bazaar we want 
to welcome the merriest time of the year - es-
pecially for all those away from their homes. 
Christmas is all about sharing our joy. This is 
why the proceeds from this event will be do-
nated to families in need.”
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Commemoration of 75th Anniversary 
of Establishment of Pakistan-Türkiye 

Diplomatic Relations
ISLAMABAD: A Cultural Night was organ-
ized at Jinnah Convention Center, Islamabad, 
to commemorate the 75th anniversary of es-
tablishment of Diplomatic Relations between 
Pakistan and Türkiye.  Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs, Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar 
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.
In her remarks, the Minister of State stat-
ed that Pakistan and Türkiye have been 
brothers, friends and partners. The insepa-
rable bonds of common faith, history, and 
culture have been reinforced by mutual 
trust and cooperation on critical issues. 
The strength of Pakistan-Türkiye relation-
ship is anchored in affection and solidarity 
among the peoples of the two countries.
Minister of State added that the ties be-
tween the two countries have transformed 
into a strategic partnership, characterized 
by multiple high-level exchanges, including 
the visits of Prime Minister of Pakistan to 
Türkiye in June and November 2022, the 
Joint Inauguration of MILGEM Corvettes 
PNS KHAIBER, and signing of the Trade in 
Goods Agreement in August 2022, that aims 
at achieving bilateral trade target of US $ 5 
billion in the medium term.  The Cultural 
Night was jointly organized by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad and Embassy 
of Türkiye in Islamabad that brought to the 
fore the rich cultures of Pakistan and Tür-
kiye. The ‘Sama’ performance of whirling 
Dervishes from Konya, Türkiye and instru-
mental Tabla performance from Pakistani 
artists, along with traditional delicacies 
from both the countries, kept the large au-
dience entertained throughout the evening.
Earlier in the morning, the two countries 
held simultaneous Tree Plantation Cer-
emonies at their respective Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs, to mark the 75th Anniver-
sary of establishment of diplomatic ties. 
The tree was planted jointly by Pakistan’s 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Ms. 
Hina Rabbani Khar and Ambassador of Tur-
kiye to Pakistan, H.E. Dr. Mehmet Paçaci, 
in Islamabad; while Turkish Deputy Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs, H.E. Mr. Faruk 
Kaymakci, and Pakistan’s Ambassador to 
Turkiye, H.E. Dr. Yousaf Junaid, planted 
the tree in Ankara. Indeed Pakistan and 
Türkiye relationship has stood the test of 
times and continues to grow deeper and 
higher with each passing day.

news desk
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Isphanyar Bhandara organizes a 
luncheon for minority community

dna
RAWALPINDI: Former Member of the 
National Assembly Isphanyar Bhandara 
organized a lavish luncheon in honor of 
the minority community on Saturday at 
his residence. According to the details, 
the luncheon in honor of the minority 
citizens was held on behalf of Isphanyar 

Bhandara on Saturday at his residence at 
No. 1, Park Road, Murree Estate, Raw-
alpindi. Citizens from Sikh, Hindu, and 
Christian communities and other reli-
gions attended the lunch. A large number 
of people participated.
Speaking on the occasion, former 
Member National Assembly Isphanyar  
Bhandara welcomed the participants and 

wished them all the best in the future. 
He said that the role of the minority com-
munity in the construction and develop-
ment of Pakistan is unforgettable. Since 
the creation of Pakistan, the minority com-
munity has played a role in the country's 
development alongside its fellow citizens 
and, in the future, will continue to play a 
role in the country's development.



21 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centreline.com.pkCENTRELINE



22 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centreline.com.pkCENTRELINE

Korean music night features 
Samulnori zonre of music

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Republic 
of Korea Suh Sangpayo hosted a grand 
Korean Music Night featuring Samul-
nori zonre of music. The artists pre-
sented a spell binding performance. 
This was perhaps for the first time 
that this kind of music was introduced 
to Pakistani audiences that is why all 
and sundry enjoyed the performances 
and praised the great work exhibited 
by the artists. Ambassador of Korea 
on the occasion in his brief remarks 
welcomed the guests and assured his 
embassy would continue to presenting 
such performances even in the com-
ing days. The guests were also served 
with traditional Korean cuisines.  
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Two crafts extravaganza 
at serena Hotel kicks off



    d. n. a
iSLaMaBad: Serena hotels is  sponsoring a two-
day crafts extravaganza with Behbud Crafts asso-
ciation called “Embroidering dreams”, which has 
kicked off on Friday with an inaugural event rib-
bon cutting ceremony launched by the honorable 
Begum Samina alvi.  First Lady, BegumSamina alvi-
graced the opening event which was also attended 
by notable members from the diplomatic missions, 
dignitaries, and people from the corporate and 
business sectors.  Embroidering dreams showcases 
and highlights the talented women of Pakistan, 
through their  exceptional threadwork, and other 
handmade crafts and organic products.  
This two-day exhibition is an ode to the skillset of 
these hardworking artisans whose skill with tradi-
tional needle works is enabling them to earn through 
their own capabilities and represents the traditional 
craftwork of different regions of Pakistan, forming a 
kaleidoscope of colours, exquisitely crafted thread 
work from across Pakistan.
Mr. aziz Boolani,CEo Serena hotels discussed how Ser-
ena hotels as an organisationactively projects and pro-
motes traditional crafts as part of its overall vocational 
skill enhancementagenda of supporting and empower 
the rural women by enhancing their economic pros-
pects. Mr. Boolani said Pakistan was blessed with so 

much talent in traditional crafts and it was a privilege 
for Serena to play a role in showcasing them.  Ms. abida 
Malik talked about the intention behind Behbud, an 
organisationrun entirely by women volunteers and has 
over the years evolved into Pakistan’s premier brand 
for ethnicand sustainable fashion. Behbud, inaugurat-
ed in 1972, is a non-profit that focuses on empowering 
women through their skillset, aids marginalized women 
by providing them with free of cost vocational training 
in local embroideries, free healthcare, counseling, and 
education for their children. The two-day event was a 
visual delight for the attendees, where the local arti-
sans got global exposure as Serena hotels has an inter-
national and national customer base.
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ARMED FORCES
 DAY OF 

BANGLADESH

iSLaMaBad:  Chief guest 
State Minister for SaFron 

Senator Talah Mahmood, high 
Commissioner of Bangladesh 

ruhul alam Siddique, defence 
attache Brig. general abdul Fazal 

Sanaullah and others cutting 
cake to celebrate the armed 

Forces day of Bangladesh. The 
Bangladesh high Commissioner 
and the defence attaché wished 

to have even more robust 
relations with Pakistan. – dna
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Healthcare center organizes
diabetic awareness camp

DNA
ISLAMABAD: General Practice Healthcare Centre organized an 
awareness health camp at Centaurus Mall in Islamabad on Saturday, 
in connection with the World Diabetes Day, being observed globally 
on the 14th November.  The purpose of the health camp was to raise 
awareness on Diabetes amongst the general population by offering 
free blood testing and screenings. The health camp was unique in 
offering a panel of experts comprising of Medical Specialists, Clinical 
Nutritionist, Dental surgery, General Surgery, Dermatology and Po-
diatry, ENT and Psychology who offered free consultations, prescrip-
tions, and advice to all patients presenting to the health camp with 
various health issues.  The 12-hour event also comprised of diabetes 
themed games and activities in which the participants received gift 

vouchers for various aesthetic and dental procedures. The event was 
attended by Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, CEO Centaurus, as chief guest, 
who was presented with a commemorative shield, thanking him for 
his support and contributions towards healthcare services.  Dr. Ta-
hira Shahid, renowned Dermatologist, TV personality, and Director 
of General Practice Healthcare Centre, said the aim of this camp is 
to screen maximum people to detect diabetic patients who do not yet 
know about their disease.  She said detecting diabetes early enables 
patients to control it by diet and lifestyle changes alone and encour-
aged people to avail the free screening and consultation services to 
address any queries they might have. On the occasion, talking to the 
press, CEO of General Practice, Dr. Fariha Javaid said that the organi-
zation aims to conduct many such screening programs for early detec-
tion and most of all prevention of prevalent diseases like diabetes.
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iSLaMaBad: ambassador of Bosnia and herzegovia Sakib Foric hosted a grand reception 
to celebrate the national day of his country. Minister Shahza Fatima khawaja was 
the chief guest while a large number prominent personalities attended the reception. 
Former Chairman Joints Chiefs of Staff Committee general ® Zubair hayat was also 
present. The guest were served with traditional Bosnian and Pakistani dishes. – dna

National Day of Bosnia 
& Herzegovina
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Proclamation of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus

ISLAMABAD:  Leader of the Opposition in Senate 
Shahzad Waseem, Senator Mushahid Hussain, 
Chairman Senate Defence Committee, Faisal Karim 
Kundi SAPM, Ambassador of Turkiye Mehmet 
Pacaci and other attended the 39 Anniversary of 
the Proclamation of Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus. Representative of TRNC Dilsad Senol hosted 
a reception at Islamabad Serena Hotel in order 
to mark the day. A large number of guests hailing 
from various walks of life also attended the event. 

– DNA



33 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centreline.com.pkCENTRELINE

Islamabadpost
A Credible Daily Newspaper

Chief Editor: ansar Mahmood Bhatti
Deputy Editor: abid raza

dailyisbpost@gmail.com
www.islamabadpost.com.pk A sister concern of 

DNA News Agency & 
CENTRELINE magazine



34 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centreline.com.pkCENTRELINE

AKRsP commemorates 40 
years of community service

dna
CHITRAL: The Aga Khan Rural Sup-
port Programme (AKRSP) is com-
memorating 40 years of empowering 
communities in Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Chitral. The inaugural ceremony of 
the three-day event in Chitral under 
the theme ‘Celebrating 40 years of 
New Localism’ began by recognising 
the commendable services of com-
munity members. 
A pictorial exhibition along with 
documentaries on AKRSP’s early 
evolution highlighted key achieve-
ments of AKRSP in major thematic 
areas, including climate resilience, 
civil society, agriculture and food 
security,early childhood develop-
ment (ECD),education, social or-
ganisations, natural resource man-
agement, community infrastructure 
development, credit and savings, 
enterprise promotion and women 
economic empowerment. Around 
27 stalls showcased the work of lo-
cal artisans and micro-enterprises 
including traditional dresses, herbal 
products, gemstones, musical instru-
ments, food items, and dry fruits. 
The event’s chief guest Mr. Anwar 
ul Haq, Deputy Commissioner, 
Lower Chitral acknowledged that 
“AKRSP is the only non-govern-
mental organisation working more 
than any other organisation in the 
region. The AKRSP model is sus-
tainable and pro-people.” He fe-
licitated AKRSP for completing 40 
years, and applauded AKRSP’s role 
in building resilient communities in 
Gilgit-Baltistan and Chitral.  
AKRSP’s development approach is 
based on the belief that local com-
munities have tremendous poten-
tial to plan and manage their own 
development, once they are organ-
ized and provided access to neces-
sary skills and capital. Since its 
inception, AKRSP has trained over 
126,000 women and men in differ-
ent technical and vocational fields, 
completed 4,706 community infra-
structure projects benefiting more 

than 380,000 households, and plant-
ed tens of millions of trees. It has 
helped establish and mobilise 5,249 
Village and Women’s Organisations 
representing more than 78% of the 
households in Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Chitral. These organisations have 
saved more than PKR 500 million, 
and disbursed PKR 2 billion as loans. 
Mr. Jamil ud Din, General Manager, 
AKRSP, highlighted that AKRSP’s 
40 years of community service 
would not have been effective with-

out the continuous support of the 
local communities. He applauded 
the role of local communities in 
empowering themselves through 
organisation, skill-building,and 
savings – the three fundamen-
tal principles taught by AKRSP.  
AKRSP’s former board members, 
community members, poets, writ-
ers, and other dignitaries also ex-
pressed their views at the inaugu-
ral event and appreciated AKRSP’s 
efforts in development of Chitral. 
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JAZZ MUSIC CONCERT AT 
THE SPANISH EMBASSY
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National cuisine of Azerbaijan 
presented in Pakistan 

T hE national cuisine of azerbaijan was pre-
sented at the Embassy of the republic of 
azerbaijan in Pakistan. Spouses of ambas-

sadors of foreign countries in Pakistan, diplomats, 
as well as Pakistanis, participated in the event. 
Speaking at the event, Mrs. Tarana Farhadova, the 
spouse of the ambassador of azerbaijan to Paki-
stan, noted that each region of azerbaijan has its 
own unique cuisine. She shared comprehensive in-
formation on the rich and ancient cuisine of azer-
baijan with them and also informed the guests 
about the preparation process of these foods.  

Later, the guests tasted pilaf, dolma,Shusha Qalya-
si, chicken lavangi, gutab, dovga, mangal salad as 
well as karabakh kata, nakhchivan chocha, Sham-
akhi mutakka,guba bukma,pakhlava, shakarbura 
and shorgoghal prepared by the Embassy. Partici-
pants were shown the preparation process of dolma 
at the event, which is one of the most delicious 
foods in azerbaijani cuisine. The presented foods 
and pastries created high interest and impression 
among the guests. numerous videos reflecting the 
rich history, culture as well as tourism potential of 
azerbaijan were also shown at the event. – dna
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Pakistan has great scope to 
enhance trade with Vietnam 

d. n. a

ISLAMABAD: Nguyen Tien Phong, Ambassador of 
Vietnam to Pakistan said that Vietnam’s turnover 
in the first 10 months of 2022 was US$ 675 billion 
with imports of US$ 333 billion and exports US$ 
342 billion, therefore, Pakistan has great scope to 
enhance its trade and exports with Vietnam. He 
said that Vietnam is importing many products in-
cluding cotton & yarn, medicines, surgical instru-
ments, leather products, fabrics, chemicals, meat 
& mutton products, pet food, fertilizers and Paki-
stan should enhance exports of these products to 
Vietnam to take the bilateral trade to over US$ 1 
billion. He said that Pakistan has a talented work-
force in IT and software field and Vietnam has 
good demand for these professionals, so Paki-
stan can increase the export of its IT manpower 
to Vietnam. He said this while addressing the 
business community during his visit to Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The Vietnam Ambassador said that ICCI should 
form a delegation for Vietnam and he would fully 
support in making its visit successful. He said 
that exchange of trade delegations is important 
to explore new avenues of mutual cooperation. 
He termed consistency, continuity and stability 
as key requirements for Pakistan to attract for-
eign investment from Vietnam, ASEAN and other 
countries. He appreciated the ICCI plan for organ-
izing Pak-ASEAN Forum and assured that he would 
fully support it. Speaking at the occasion, Ahsan 
Zafar Bakhtawari, President, Islamabad Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry said that Pakistan and 
Vietnam are enjoying cordial relations, but their bi-
lateral trade was just around US$ 700 million in 
2021, which was far below their actual potential. He 
said that the main reason of low trade is the lack of 
awareness about business opportunities between 
the enterprises of both countries. He stressed for 
promoting strong business linkages between the 
private sectors of both countries in order to ex-
plore all untapped areas of mutual cooperation in 
order to make significant growth in trade volume. 
ICCI President said that Pakistan and Vietnam 
can cooperate in many sectors including IT & 
software, agriculture, education, energy and cul-
ture. He said that both countries have been dis-
cussing a Preferential Trade Agreement, which 
should be finalized to boost bilateral trade. He 
said that Vietnam is an important member of 
ASEAN block and close cooperation of Pakistan 
with it can provide us easy access to the big 
ASEAN market. He stressed that the investors of 
Vietnam should explore business opportunities 
in CPEC and in other sectors of Pakistan’s econ-
omy. He said that Vietnam should consider in-
vesting in smartphone and computer chips, parts 
and accessories in Pakistan as Vietnam is one of 
the most advanced and large-scale producers of 
these products. Faad Waheed Senior Vice Presi-
dent ICCI, Khalid Iqbal Malik Group Leader, Za-
far Bakhtawari, Zahid Maqbool, Mian Shaukat 
Masud and others also shared useful ideas for 
improving bilateral trade and economic relations 
between Pakistan and Vietnam. 

ambassador says Vietnam’s turnover in the first 10 months of 2022 was US$ 
675 billion with imports of US$ 333 billion and exports US$ 342 billion
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Direct flights between Pak, 
Kazakhstan from March 23
MoU likely to be signed in december to start flights in February or March 2023; 

initially Flights will operate from Lahore and karachi to amaty: ambassador kistafin

speciAl correspondent

ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador of Kazakh-
stan to Pakistan Yerzhan Kistafin has said 
direct air links between Kazakhstan and 
Pakistan shall soon be resumed adding an 
MoU shall be signed in this regard in De-
cember and most likely the direct flights 
will start from February or March 2023. 
The ambassador made this announce-
ment while speaking at a ceremony at the 
COMSTECH titled, ‘Kazakhstan Alumni 
Forum. Prof Dr. M Iqbal Chaudhry Coor-
dinator General of the COMSTECH also 
spoke on the occasion and welcomed the 
guests. Ambassador Kistafin also pro-

posed Prof Iqbal Chaudrhy to be the first 
President of the Kazakhstan Alumni Fo-
rum.  The ambassador further said the di-
rect flights are scheduled to start from La-
hore and Karachi to Almaty initially while 
in the due course flights from Islamabad 
to Almaty shall also start. He hoped that 
there will be enough load of passengers to 
make these air links sustainable. He also 
highlighted the importance of educational 
and cultural links between the two coun-
tries adding both countries need to fur-
ther expand cooperation in this sphere. 
He said Pakistan’s most of the population 

consists of youth which is a great strength 
of this country. The ambassador also shed 
light on the possible role of the Kazakh-
stan Alumni Forum and hoped this Forum 
shall play key role in strengthening cultur-
al as well education links between the two 
brotherly countries.  In order to facilitate 
more and more people to people contacts, 
the ambassador assured that visa process 
for Pakistani brothers and sisters shall 
be made simpler. He thanked Prof. Dr. 
Iqbal Chaudhry for his outstanding ef-
forts towards promotion of academic 
links between the two countries.
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Dr. Arshad Khan hosts 
brunch at his residence
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Polish Independence Day event
 features JAZZ performances

Ambassador of Poland Maciej Pisarkski says , Poland is grateful to Pakistan 
for facilitation of our evacuation efforts from Afghanistan last year
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Staff report / dna

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Poland Ma-
ciej Pisarkski has said In November 1918, 
Poland regained its independence after 123 
years of partition. It took several years of 
fighting to secure the borders of the reborn 
state. The Polish Armed forces withstood 
every challenge and delivered the final vic-
tory over the Bolshevik Russia in 1920.
The ambassador expressed these views on 
the occasion of Poland’s Independence Day 
and Polish Armed Forces Day. A simple but 
impressive ceremony was held at the Polish 
residence in this regard featuring exclusive 
JAZZ performance by renowned artists. 
Minister of State of Finance and Revenue, 
Dr Aisha Ghaust Pasha was the chief guest.
The ambassador further said, even though 
20 years later Poland lost its freedom  
again, there was not no question whether 
Poles deserved their independence after 
the second world war. However, it took an-
other 45 years of struggle to achieve true 
sovereignty after the collapse of commu-
nism and the Soviet empire.
While talking about Ukraine, Ambassa-
dor Pisarkski said,  Poland’s neighbor, 
Ukraine, has been fighting for its freedom 

and sovereignty against a brutal and unpro-
voked Russian aggression. ‘We salute the 
brave Ukrainian people for their unwaver-
ing stance’, he added. He said Poland to-
gether with its allies has wholeheartedly 
supported this fight.  Poles opened their 
homes to millions of Ukrainians who have 
sought shelter in our country.  There are 
many reasons why this fight is important. 
Let me limit myself to just a couple.
‘First, sovereign Ukraine is an indispensa-
ble part of united, peaceful and prosperous 
Europe. To put it bluntly, without exerting 
a full control over Ukraine, Russia cannot 
be empire which projects authoritarian 
model of government at home and through-
out its sphere of influence. Second, abattle 
of Ukraine is a fight for upholding the uni-
versality of fundamental rights and princi-
ples enshrined in the UN Charter. 
Freedom, sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
rejection of military aggression constitute a 
backbone of the international order which 
provides for peaceful co-existence of all na-
tions - big and small’.  He said, civilians have 
been victims of this conflict since the day 
one. Indiscriminate bombings, death, war 

crimes, rapes and all sorts of violations of 
human rights have been an ugly face of the 
this aggression.  Recent targeting of elec-
tricity, water supplies and other elements 
of civilian critical infrastructure pushes the 
definition of barbarity into new lows. 
To shed some light on human sufferings 
the Embassy had prepared a special ex-
hibition. It was titled “Mom, I don’t want 
the war” and depicted drawings made by 
children: Polish children who lived through 
the traumas of the Second World war. And 
Ukrainian children who have been terror-
ized by the  ongoing war. 
The Ambassador also talked about bilateral 
relations between Poland and Pakistan and 
said, this year Poland and Pakistan cel-
ebrate 60th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between our 
countries.  As Zbigniew Brzezinski put it. 
“Anniversaries are like birthdays: occasions 
to celebrate and to think ahead, usually 
among friends with whom one shares not 
only the past but also the future.” Through-
out this time our relationship has matured 
and solidified. We are close friends and ef-
fective international partners. 
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Philippines embassy organises 
Fiesta Filipinas cultural show

Staff report / dna

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of the Philippines organized 
a cultural event Fiesta Filipinas Season 2 at the Embas-
sy premises.   Embassy staff and staff from the other 
ASEAN countries also took part in the festival and thus 
added color to the event. Ms. Maria Agnes Cervantes 
Charge d Affaires Embassy of Philippine while speaking 
on the occasion welcomed guests and assured the em-
bassy would continue to holding such events even in the 
coming days. She explained the significance of the event. 

Wearing tattoos on her arms, Ms. Cervantes said, we are 
wearing symbolic tattoos however people in the Philip-
pines in specific areas wear original tattoos, some time all 
over their bodies.  She said the more tattoos you have on 
your body, it signify courage and bravery of the particular 
person and higher position. She said she also grew up in 
the area where this kind of festival is very famous so she 
was quite familiar with such kind of festival. She thanked 
the guests for taking keen interest in the event. It may be 
mentioned here that the Philippines embassy has been or-
ganizing such cultural event for quite some time. 



Vital Aid Leaves UK for Pakistan
Virgin Atlantic joins hands with Bestway Group to 

deliver medicines to the victims of humanitarian crisis
      d.  n.  a

ISLAMABAD: Over 20 tonnes of vital medicines, has left 
the UK heading for Pakistan where it will be distributed 
to victims of the recent flooding disaster and resulting hu-
manitarian disaster. The medicines, donated by Bestway 
Groupis being flown to Islamabad by Virgin Atlantic Cargo 
who is transporting the medication.  
The medicines will be landing on the ground tomorrow 
(24.11.22), to help the 3.2million people who have lost 
their homes and livelihoods and been displaced by the 
flooding which left more than a third of the country under 
water, and damaged more than 4million acres of crops.  On-
going heavy rains are continuing to complicate rescue and 
recovery efforts and disease has been widespread as the 
humanitarian disaster increases. Bestway Group is one of 
the largest privately owned businesses in the UK and the 
leading overseas investor in Pakistan. Haider Choudrey, 
Chief Financial Officer of Bestway Group, says:
“Our teams are on the ground in Pakistan and are seeing 
first-hand how desperately these medicines are needed to 
help combat disease that has taken hold where fresh water 

supplies have been destroyed and families have lost their 
homes along with everything they own.  
“We would like to thank the team at Virgin Atlantic Cargo 
who has helped us make this happen and are transport-
ing what is a sizeable cargo of medicines out to where it 
is needed the most”. Virgin Atlantic Cargo is one of the 
leading players in the global cargo industry and played a 
vital role in the airline’s survival following the Covid-19 
pandemic, keeping global supply chains running and trans-
porting essential goods around the world. On 21st March 
2020, the first ever cargo only flight in Virgin Atlantic’s 
history took to the skies and over the next 12 months, 
the airline’s cargo business went from strength to strength 
operating over 5,000 cargo-only sectors, launching 12 new 
routes as well as carrying over 8.5 million kilos of PPE and 
essential equipment for the NHS. 
Now, the airline’s essential assistance will facilitate the de-
livery of the much-needed aid to the most vulnerable with 
the onset of the winter season in Pakistan.
Virgin Atlanticdedicated special climate control vehicles 
for the collection and delivery of the medicines to its cargo 
handling facility at London Heathrow.
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Pakistani 
traders keen 
to buy tea, 
coffee from 
Ethiopia

dna
KARACHI: The Pakistani traders on 
Thursday expressed keen interest in 
buying tea and coffee from Ethiopia 
at affordable rates.   "There is a 
huge demand of tea and coffee 
in Pakistan, but connectivity, 
quality control mechanism and 
institutional linkages between 
the two countries are need of 
the hour," said the members of a 
joint delegation of Federation of 

Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI) and Pakistan 
Tea Association in a meeting with 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary H.E Jemal Beker 
Abdula.  The ambassador said work 
on establishing connectivity and 
institutional linkages between the 
two countries for social, economic, 
and political cooperation was 
underway intensively. The quality 
control was rigorous in Ethiopia and 

rest assured that there would be 
no compromise on export quality 
of tea and coffee from Ethiopia.  He 
said confidence building measures 
would also be taken for Pakistani 
traders so that the bilateral trade 
between the two countries could 
go to the next level. The envoy 
said Ethiopia has surplus tea and 
coffee which could be exported 
to Pakistan at affordable rates.  
"Currently, Ethiopian tea is coming 
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from other channels, but we are 
working on different agreements in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Commerce of Pakistan to enable 
Pakistan and Ethiopia to boost 
their trade in diverse areas", he 
remarked.  He said his government 
was opening up Ethiopia by taking 
legal, institutional and economic 
reforms that ensure security, ease 
of doing business and support 
environment for FDI.  "The Ethiopian 
Airlines will start its operations in 
Karachi by the beginning of next 
year," the ambassador announced 
in the meeting.  He said he had 
already announced visit of an 
inclusive business delegation of 
Pakistan to Ethiopia so they could 
understand business dynamics 
there and establish business-to-
business ties. "There will be no 
loss for Pakistan businessmen on 
visiting Ethiopia as this Ethiopia is 
a land of origin and going back to 
your ancestral land will give them 
at least a spiritual satisfaction, and 

reconnection."H.E. Jemal Beker 
underscored that the main focus 
of Ethiopia’s embassy is economic 
diplomacy, investment, trade, 
tourism promotion, technological 
transfer and establishment 
of the institutional linkages 
between the two countries. Both 
governments have so far working 
on many agreements which will be 
instrumental in increasing political 
cooperation, economic engagement 
and people-to-people contacts 
through tourism promotion. The 
bilateral trade between the two 
countries is minimal and amounts 
to 78 million US dollars, however, 
my target is to take it to 300 
million US dollars by the end of 
2023, said the ambassador.  We 
have identified the products which 
will be exported to my country 
from Pakistan. Pakistani business 
community can contribute to the 
Pakistan’s economic development 
by exporting rice, pharmaceutical 
products, medical equipment, 

sports items and construction 
material to my country. Moreover, 
the Government of Pakistan can 
import agricultural products such 
as coffee, tea, pulses, oilseeds, 
and vegetables from Ethiopia 
at affordable prices which will 
eventually help it mitigate the 
growing demand of the edible. 
Above all, Ethiopia is closely 
working with the government of 
Pakistan on climate change issues 
which has recently brought one 
third of the country underwater 
and caused massive loss of life 
and economy.  He said current 
government had developed green 
economy by establishing agro-
processingCenters and utilizing 
technology to enhance agriculture 
productivity in his country. To this 
end, Pakistan Tea Association have 
expressed their interests to take 
part in business trade delegation to 
be held in Ethiopia between 16-20 
January 2023 to explore the availed 
opportunities in various sectors.  
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Turkish Airlines to facilitate business 
community in business travels

D.N.A
ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakhta-
wari, President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) said that the close coopera-
tion between Pakistan and Turkey 
was important to promote trade 
and exports of both countries. He 
said that direct air links play an im-
portant role in promoting business 
and people-to-people relations. 
He lauded the initiative of PIA and 
Turkish airlines to sign a code-share 
agreement on the 75th anniversary of 
their diplomatic relations that would 
enable Pakistani passengers to fly to 
Europe, UK and USA from Istanbul 
that would also help the business 
community in accessing these mar-
kets. He said this while talking to Ali 
Battal, General Manager Islamabad 
& North, Turkish Airline during his 
visit to Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said that Turk-
ish Airline serves 252 international 

destinations in 122 countries and Paki-
stan has no direct air links with Central 
Asia. He proposed that Turkish Airlines 
should launch flights from Istanbul via 
Pakistan to Central Asian States that 
would help Pakistan to improve trade 
ties with these countries. 
He said that Turkish Airlines should 
consider direct flights from Islamabad, 
Lahore and Karachi to other countries 
to facilitate the business community 
and the general passengers. He said 
that at least one flight in a week for the 
business community would be helpful 
in exploring various potential markets 
for trade and exports. 
He said that the Turkish Airline should 
cooperate with Pakistan in improving 
the performance of PIA. He said that 
PIA has offered discounts to ICCI 
members on domestic and interna-
tional flights and proposed that Turk-
ish airlines should also consider such a 
facility for ICCI members.
Speaking at the occasion, Ali Battal, 

General Manager Islamabad &North, 
Turkish Airline said that their Airline 
is connecting Pakistan with different 
countries, which will be beneficial for 
further improving bilateral ties be-
tween our two countries. 
He said that Turkey and Pakistan are 
brotherly countries based on common 
religion & culture and Turkish Airline 
is planning to extend its services in 
Pakistan to provide best services to 
the business community and the pub-
lic passengers. He assured that Turk-
ish Airline will do its best to facilitate 
the ICCI delegations in visiting foreign 
countries for business tours.
Faad Waheed, Senior Vice President 
ICCI, Zafar Bakhtawari, Amir Hamza, 
Rizwan Chheena, Raja Imtiaz, Abbas 
Hashmi, Maqsood Tabish, Parveen 
Khan, Nasira Ali and others also 
spoke at the occasion and gave use-
ful proposals to promote strong co-
operation in aviation sector between 
Pakistan and Turkey. 
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Pakistan wins the silver  
at the ihF awards 2022 

Aga Khan Health Service

d.n.a

dUBai: aga khan health Ser-
vice, Pakistan, an agency of the 
aga khan development network 
(akdn) has won the Silver award 
in the ashikaga-nikken Excellence 
award category for green hospi-
tals at the international hospital 
Federation (ihF) awards 2022. 
The ihF awards were launched in 
2015 and are recognised around 
the world as the premier awards 
programme to honour hospitals 
and healthcare organisations. aga 
khan health Service, Pakistan was 
presented with the Silver award 
during a special awards Ceremony 
at the 45th ihF world hospital 
Congress in dubai, UaE, for the 
steps they have taken and have 
committed to take to achieve net 
zero carbon emissions by 2030.
The world health organisation 
estimates health operations to be 
responsible for approximately 4% 
of a nation’s carbon emissions. ac-
cording to conservative estimates, 
health systems in low- and middle-
income countries may contribute 
between 3-5% of their countries’ 
greenhouse gas emissions. keep-
ing this in mind akdn has made it a 
priority to reduce their carbon foot-
print across the globe. aga khan 
health Service, Pakistan shares 
the commitment of akdn to 
achieve net zero carbon emissions 
by 2030, and is leading the climate 
agenda across its 113 health facili-
ties throughout the country. 
in Pakistan, waste volumes and 
emissions have been controlled at 
health facilities operated by aga 
khan health Service, Pakistan up 
to 60%.  air conditioners and re-
frigerators have been shifted to 
use the most environment-friendly 
gases; all facilities and offices are 
in the process of switching to ener-
gy-efficient lights or, in some cases, 

solar energy; emissions from travel 
have seen significant reduction 
through the use of technology; and 
efficient waste management prac-
tices have been adopted. 
in remote valleys where distances 
are vast or in villages with no sec-
ondary healthcare facilities, aga 
khan health Service, Pakistan has 
made it possible for patients to 
connect with doctors in urban ar-
eas, working in modern health fa-
cilities, via teleconsultations. This 
not only saves patients’ time and 
money but also impacts emissions 
by minimising the need to travel. 
new health facilities are being con-
structed in a manner that minimis-

es harm to the environment; and 
are designed to operate efficiently.
Commenting on the importance of 
reducing harmful emissions, Mr. na-
deem abbas, CEo, aga khan health 
Service, Pakistan, said: “we have all 
seen first-hand how, over the past 
few years, climate change has af-
fected Pakistan. in the aftermath 
of the recent floods, the conversa-
tion has been dominated by climate 
change and rightfully so. aga khan 
health Service, Pakistan is commit-
ted to achieving net zero emissions 
by 2030. we will continue to work 
closely with the government and 
our partners to amplify the impact 
of these climate-smart actions.”








