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PARIS: From leaping from
his seat in
| | the VIP box
to consoling
crestfallen
players  on
the pitch,
French President Emma-
nuel Macron delivered a
wide-ranging performance
at the World Cup final that
was not to everyone’s taste.
The 44-year-old was an un-
missable presence at the
game at the Lusail stadium
in Qatar on Sunday, even
making an appearance in
the team’s changing room
to deliver an emotional post-
game pep talk. “You’re an
amazing team,” Macron told
the players, pounding his
fist in his hand for effect.

No chance of
elections in
near future

DNA
LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-

“|lim League-
Quaid
pe i (PML-Q)

President
- : Chaudhry
) Shujaat Hus-
sain Monday confirmed that
he is in contact with Prime
Minister Shehbaz  Sharif
and Pakistan Peoples Par
ty Co-chairperson Asif Ali
Zardari but not with PDM.
The development came after
PM Shehbaz’s meeting with
Chaudhry Shujaat followed
by Zardari’s huddles with
both leaders. Confirming
his meetings with both lead-
ers, Shujaat said that the
meetings remained positive.
“Political contacts and meet-
ings will continue during the
next three to four days,” the
PML-Q leader said.

Dar chairs
meeting on
energy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister
Y for Finance
and Reve-
nue Senator
Mohammad
Ishaq  Dar
chaired a
follow-up meeting on re-
forms in Energy Sector in
Islamabad on Monday. The
meeting discussed in detail
viable proposals presented
by the relevant Ministries
for introducing reforms in
Power and Gas sectors aim-
ing to bring efficiency in the
system, minimize wastage
of the energy and provide
relief to the masses.
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Bannu

attack

Talks with

the TTP
underway

Tense situation prevails in Bannu
after militants seize CTD centre

SpEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

BANNU: Following a terrorist attack on
the Counter-Terrorism  Department’s
(CTD) compound in Bannu, talks between
Pakistani officials and the leadership of
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) are un-
derway in Afghanistan, confirmed Moham-
mad Ali Saif, spokesperson of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government, on Monday.
According to a foreign news agency, Pakistani
authorities opened talks to try to resolve a
stand-off with the TTP who were holding sev-
eral security personnel hostage after seizing
control of a counter-terrorism facility in the
country’s northwest a day earlier. “We are in
negotiations with the central leaders of the
Pakistani Taliban in Afghanistan,” said Saif.
The spokesperson warned of strict action if
the armed men do not surrender.

Internet services have been suspended in
Bannu and the roads leading to and from the
Bannu Cantonment have been blocked.
Miranshah Road and Jumma Khan Road are
closed for all sorts of movements. The sourc-
es have claimed that the terrorists are de-
manding a safe air route to Afghanistan.

CTD Police
compound is still
Inoccupation
of militants

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Alleged militants who
were under detention are continuing
occupation of Counter Terror Depart-
ment (CTD) of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
police at Bannu on second consecu-
tive day on Monday. Amidst stand-still
in Bannu, reportedly a security forc-
es convoy came under IED attack at
Miranshah North Waziristan. There
are reports of injuries but so far
no any official statement or confir-
mation issued in this respect. The
militants who were under arrest in

Continued on Page 06

Governor asks Elahi to
seek confidence vote

Session convened on Wednesday

Arr Hamza

LAHORE: Governer
Punjab Baligh ur Reh-
man on Monday sent
a summary to seek
no-confidence  vote &
from Punjab Assem- g
bly to Chief Minister '\
Pervaiz Elahi. A dele- -
gation of PPP and PML-N lawmakers submitted
on Monday night a no-confidence motion against
Chief Minister Pervez Elahi in the Punjab As-
sembly, Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah said.
The confirmation from Sanaullah came after a
delegation of opposition lawmakers, including
PPP Parliamentary Leader Hassan Murtaza,
PML-N’s Khawaja Imran Nazir, and others
reached the Punjab Assembly Secretariat.
Earlier, in the backdrop of fast changing po-
litical situation in Punjab, a flurry of activity
could be seen as the government appeared
to have hammered out a line of action in
face of PTI Chairman Imran Khan’s plan to
dissolve the provincial assembly. Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif chaired a huddle of the
PML-N leaders at his Model Town residence
in Lahore on Monday. The meeting deliber-
ated on the next strategy of the government

Continued on Page 06

Imran victim
of his own
contradictions,
says Ahsan Iqbal

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Planning and Development Ahsan Igbal
said Monday that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan had
become a victim of his own contradic-
tions. “Imran Khan’s politics has de-
faulted whether the assemblies are dis-
solved or not,” he maintained. “Imran
Khan has done the politics of spreading
chaos in Pakistan. He has done the
politics of making people fight each
other. He has done the politics of put-
ting people in jails by implicating them
in false cases. He has done the politics
of stealing gifts from Toshakhana,” he
deplored. “I wish he would have done
the politics of fixing the Pakistani econ-
omy during his four-year tenure. He
would not have seen this day if he had

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif, Chairman Senate Defence Committee
Senator Mushahid Hussain, SAPM Faisal Karim Kundi, Ambassador of Bahrain Ebrahim M

kAbdulqader Ambassador and others cutting cake to celebrate the National Day of Bahrain. — DNA
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Soldier, 2
civilians
martyredin
suicide blast

DNA

RAWALPINDI: A soldier
and two civilians were
martyred in a suicide
blast in North Waziristan
district’s Miranshah on
Monday, the military’s
media wing said. A press
release from the Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) identified the sol-
dier as 33-year-old NaikA-
bid from Mansehra.

The ISPR added that one ci-
vilian was injured in the in-
cident too. Today’s incident
comes five days after a sol-
dier and a civilian were mar-
tyred in a suicide blast in
Miranshah on Wednesday.
The deceased soldier
was identified as 30-year-
old Havaldar Muhammad
Ameer. Moreover, nine
civilians were injured as
well, the ISPR had said.
On Dec 5, at least five ter-
rorists were killed and a
soldier was martyred dur-
ing an intelligence-based
operation in JhallarAlgad
area of North Waziristan.

4 Iran security
members
killed in attack

TEHRAN: A ‘terrorist’ at-
tack killed four members of
Iran’s security forces in a
southeastern region, official
media reported on Monday.
The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps members were
killed “during a terrorist
act” in the Saravan region
of Sistan-Baluchistan prov-
ince, the state IRNA news

agency said. - APP

General (retd) Bajwa is mostly blamed for keenly pursuing
what is generally referred to as “Imran Khan project

Imran Khan slams
govt over attacks

from Afghanistan

says Gen Bajwa ‘solely responsible’ for
prevailing political, economic crises

STAFF REPORT

LAHORE: Blaming the coalition govern-
ment for the terrorist attack in Bannu, Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan Monday said the “imported govern-
ment” has failed to deal with cross-border
attacks by “security forces of a ‘friendly’
Afghan government”. Taking to his official
Twitter handle, Khan said: “Apart from run-
ning our economy to the ground, this im-
ported government has failed to deal with
the 50% increase in terrorism in Pakistan
with incidents from Chaman to Swat to
LakkiMarwat to Bannu.” “While our sol-
diers, police [and] local [people] are giving
daily sacrifices with their lives, the worst

Continued on Page 06

Court extends
Khan’s bail

ISLAMABAD: An anti-terrorism court
(ATC) in Islamabad on Monday extend-
ed the interim bail of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan till
January 10 next. The Islamabad court
had conducted the hearing on the bail
plea of Imran Khan. The court also
accepted Imran Khan’s request for ex-
emption from appearance on medical
grounds. It is to be noted here that
a case was registered against Imran
Khan, under terrorism clauses, over
protest against the decision of the elec-
tion commission. — DNA

\,}b

A

Excellence in
Quality & Innovation

&

Efficient Services

Others call

@REE SFAHH"E?}

— e
Bottled prinking Water

ISOIEC TTO25 | 150 9001, 22000, 140017,
45001 Certified Comparmy

We Only Offer

A Genuine Pakistani Brand

A PUBLIC SERVICE MESSAGE BY MURREE SPARKLETTS
LET THE CUSTOMER DECIDE!
it “Marketing Support”,

G‘®

oy

e
- DB

A Reasonable Price

I

*Trade Promotion™,

MonITORING DESK

ISLAMABAD: Former army chief Gen
(retd) QamarJavedBajwa has a lot to
tell about Imran Khan, his rise and rise
in politics and how he ran his govern-
ment. Sources close to General (retd)
Bajwa said that the recently retired
former Army Chief could not respond
in public to what PTI chairman alleg-
es against him because of some codal
limitations but it is insisted what Khan
mostly says about Bajwa is untrue.

Gen (retd) Bajwa is now the focused
target of Imran Khan who not only
sees the former army chief as the sole
reason for all his failures in the govern-
ment but also alleges that the general
had removed his government as part
of a US conspiracy. While Imran Khan
says it was General (retd) Bajwa who
was controlling NAB and deciding the
arrest and release of politicians, the
other side insists that Khan during his
premiership was paranoid towards his

key opponents behind the bars.

These sources said when General (retd)
Bajwa will speak, he would have no dif-
ferent tale to tell than what the former
DG FIA Bashir Memon had alleged
about the-then prime minister Imran
Khan. Like Bashir Memon, who had
alleged to have been pressurised by
the-then prime minister to arrest his
opponents, according to the sources the
former premier had also been asking

General (retd) Bajwa to get a number of
the-then opposition politicians arrested.
The sources said that when Gen (retd)
Bajwa said how he could do it, Khan
had referred to General (retd) Mushar-
raf and his fashion of dealing with his
political opponents during his rule. On
this, Gen (retd) Bajwa had reportedly
told Imran that Musharraf was a dic-
tator. Gen (retd) Bajwa told Khan to
order him in writing what he desired.
Khan, however, did not do it.

These sources allege that the NAB
was controlled and managed by the-
then prime minister through a duo,
Barrister Shehzad Akbar and a key
spymaster. These sources claimed
when new DG ISI called on the-then
prime minister Imran Khan, the lat-
ter asked the top spymaster about
the major problem of Pakistan. Khan
was told, according to these sourc-
es, “It's the economy”. But Khan
responded “No, it’s the opposition”.

Continued on Page 06

"Exclusivity Rights", “Shelf placement”- we call it UNFAIR
TRADE PRACTICES. Millions of rupees are exchanging hands
above and below the table in the garb of product promotion.
Trade institutions i.e Resturants, Marts & other outlets are
being bribed & forced to keep/sell only specific products. We
at Murree Sparkletts (a division of Murree Brewery Company)
believe all such practices are unethical. We say LET THE
CUSTOMER DECIDE which product to consume. By dishing
out millions of rupees, beverage companies are depriving the
public at large their right of choice.
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Indonesia now
open for Int’
tourists: Envoy

Talking about the tourism promotion, Ambassador Adam M. Tugio
said that the Embassy will resume ‘Familiarization Trip’ programs
for journalists, Dropbox travel agents, bloggers, content developers
to explore the unique cultural beauty of Indonesia

DNA

HARIPUR: Indonesia is now open for
international visitors and normal visa
issuing process for different purposes
has been resumed. This was informed
by the Ambassador of Indonesia Mr.
Adam M. Tugio while addressing a
gathering of visa drop box travel agents
in Haripur organized by the Indonesian
Embassy to brief on the post pandem-
ic new visa regulations. He said that
the visa process now will take three
working days upon the submission of
application with complete docs. In ad-
dition, the government has also been
developing five new superior tourism
destinations other than Bali to welcome
international visitors for enjoying the

multicultural beauty of the world’s big-
gest Archipelago, said the Envoy.
Responding to the possibility of
starting direct flight from Pakistan to
Indonesia to facilitate the increasing
number of visitors, Ambassador Tugio
informed the participants that the Em-
bassy has been striving to meet this ob-
jective by approaching the national flag
carrier of Indonesia and private airlines
and hoped that direct flights would
soon to be materialized. “Initially, it
was decided to start direct flights three
times a week in 2020, but the pandemic
forced the private airlines to resched-
ule it altogether”, the envoy added.
Talking about the tourism promotion,
he said that the Embassy will resume
‘Familiarization Trip’ programs for jour-
nalists, Dropbox travel agents, bloggers

and content developers to explore the
unique cultural beauty of Indonesia.
On this occasion, a short video on the
upcoming book of the Embassy "Indo-
nesia Spice’s Up Pakistan: Winning the
Hearts and Minds Through Food and
Flavors” was also shown. “We hope that
this book on spices would pique the in-
terest of travelers, tourists, food lovers
and entrepreneurs as well as inspire
the Pakistani friends to discover more
innovative ways to further strengthen
cultural connections with Indonesia”,
Ambassador Tugio remarked.

A live cooking demo on the famous
Indonesian cuisine known as “bakso” or
meat ball and noodle soup was also or-
ganised by the Embassy featuring Chef
Bima Putra. The cooking demo was
thoroughly enjoyed by the guests.

PTA hosts consultative
workshop on gender
~Inclusion strategy

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Telecommunication  Au-

thority (PTA), in collab-
oration with UNESCO
Pakistan, hosted the third
consultative workshop for
the development of digital
gender inclusion strategy.
The workshop was held
in Quetta. The workshop,
organized at PTA’s Quetta
Zonal Office was the third
of a series of five consul-
tative workshops being
held to gather multi-stake-
holder experts’ recom-

mendations for a strategy

Court
extends
interim bail
of Buzdar

LAHORE :An accountability
court on Monday extended
prearrest interim bail of for-
mer chief minister Punjab Sar-
dar Usman Buzdar till January
5 in an illegal liquor licence
case.Accountability Court
Judge Naseem Ahmad Virk
conducted the hearing on the
bail application of the former
chief minister. Usman Buzdar
also appeared before the court
on expiry of his interim bail.
The National Accountability
Bureau’s (NAB) investiga-
tion officer submitted that
the NAB regional board had
recommended closing the in-
quiry into the illegal liquor Li-
cence case and the matter had
been sent to NAB headquar-
ters for final decision. - APP

to reduce digital gender
divide in Pakistan. The
workshop was conducted
by Ms. Sadaf Khan, UNE-
SCO consultant. Experts
from various stakeholder
groups including govern-
ment organizations such
as State Bank of Pakistan,
PTV and others attended
the workshop. Represent-
atives from Global System
for Mobile Communica-
tions Association (GSMA),
NIC Quetta, telecom op-
erators, academia, women
entrepreneurs, tech start-
ups and non-governmental
organizations such as Mer-

cy Corp, People’s Prima-
ry Health Care initiative
(PPHI), and Health Educa-
tion and Environment Pro-
gram Balochistan (HEEP)
etc. also participated.

Director Wireless PTA
and the head of PTA’s
initiative for gender in-
clusion in ICTs informed
the participants that PTA
is committed to ensuring
the provision of best qual-
ity of services to all citi-
zens of Pakistan including
women. PTA’s gender in-
clusion strategy is being
developed with support
from UNESCO Pakistan.

It aims to recommend
specific amendments and
additions in policies that
can help achieve gender
parity in use of internet,
mobile phones and digital
skills in line with Inter-
national Telecommunica-
tion Union’s 2030 goals.
This strategy will help
PTA, along with other
public and private sector
stakeholders, to tackle
various barriers to wom-
en’s use of mobile and
ICTs. The next workshop
in the series is scheduled
in Karachi on 22nd of De-
cember 2022.
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SIALKOT: Irena Gancheva Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to Pakistan addressing to
Business community at SCC.—DNA

Pakistan-Bulgaria should
focus on trade balance

She requested the SCCI to send proposal for single-country
exhibition, so that the same could be forwarded to the Bulgarian
Chamber of Commerce & Industry for facilitation

DNA

SIALKOT :Bulgarian Am-
bassador to Pakistan Irena
Gancheva said on Monday
that both countries should
focus on trade balance as
the current figures about
trade were not as per the
existing potential. Address-
ing the business community
at Sialkot Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (SCCI),
she said that Bulgaria had
an important geographical
location, which made Bul-
garia a vital hub for entering
to European market. She
shared that Bulgaria would

definitely support Pakistan
in getting the GSP+ status
back, says a news release.
She requested the SCCI
to send proposal for sin-
gle-country exhibition,

so that the same could be
forwarded to the Bulgarian
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry for facilitation.
She appreciated the role
of Sialkot in economic de-
velopment of the country.
Speaking on the occasion,
SCCI President Abdul Gha-
foor Malik welcomed the
honorable guest and said
that Pakistan and Bulgaria
had been enjoying friend-
ly ties built on mutual re-

spect and identical views
on global and regional de-
velopments. He said that
Pakistan attached extreme
importance to Eastern Eu-
ropean countries, espe-
cially Bulgaria and looks
forward to further building
upon friendly relations.
Abdul Ghafoor Malik said:
“We are thankful to Bul-
garia which has always as-
sured us of offering support
to Pakistan for retaining
the GSP+ status and has
confirmed its backing to
positively review Pakistan’s
GSP+ facility. He suggested
a few measures to broaden
the scope of trade between

the two countries which
were: both countries should
facilitate single-country
trade exhibitions & encour-
age frequent exchanges of
trade delegations; encour-
age Bulgarian businesses
to explore joint ventures
possibilities in  Pakistan;
signing of Memorandum of
Understanding with prom-
inent Bulgarian chambers
of commerce & industry
in order to promote B2B.
SCCI Senior Vice President
Wahub Jahangir, Vice Pres-
ident SCCI Amer Majeed
Sheikh and Sialkot business
community were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Tariq holds
consultative

session

ISLAMABAD:National Da-
tabase and Registration
Authority (NADRA) Chair-
man Tariq Malik Monday
held a consultative session
with an interfaith delega-
tion led by Senator Kamran
Michael and listened to the
problems faced by their
communities with regard
to the acquisition of legal
identity. Senators Gurdeep
Singh, Danesh Kumar, An-
war Lal Dean, Krishna Bai,
MNA Amir Naveed Jeeva
and MPA Shakeel Marcus
Khokhar were also present
during the consultative ses-
sion, said a news release.

Addressing the delegation,
Tariq Malik reaffirmed that
the rights of persons be-
longing to a national. —APP

2.8 mln people received free
treatment through Sehat cards

LAHORE: Punjab Health
Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid
said on Monday that pro-
viding better healthcare
facilities to the people
was top priority as in Pun-
jab, more than 2.8 million
citizens had received
free treatment facilities
through Sahat Sahulat
card. She stated this while
inaugurating the 42nd An-
nual International Scien-
tific Symposium here at
King Edward Medical Uni-
versity. The 42nd Annual
International Scientific
Symposium was organized
at King Edward Medical
University with the col-
laboration of KE Almanai,
KEMKANA, KEMKA UK

and APNA. Dr Yasmin
Rashid said: “a professor
is a role model for children
as transferring knowledge
to someone is a great char-
ity”. She said that she got
the opportunity to teach
children in three govern-
ment medical colleges of
Punjab including Fatima
Jinnah Medical College,
King Edward Medical Col-
lege and Rawalpindi Med-
ical College. She said that
delegates from different
countries came for the sym-
posium. It was very impor-
tant to spread awareness
in the symposium organized
at King Edward Medical
University, she added. Dr
Yasmin said that 11 moth-

er and child hospitals were
being built in Punjab. The
opening of Mother & Child
Block in Ganga Ram Hospi-
tal was the realization of a
dream of many decades.

By the grace of Allah, a moth-
er & child block consisting
of 550 beds in Ganga Ram
Hospital was operational,
she said. The provincial
health minister congratulat-
ed Prof Dr Mahmoyaz and
his team for organizing the
international ~ symposium.
Provincial Health Secretary
Dr Ahmed Javed Qazi said
the Punjab government was
utilizing all resources to pro-
vide better healthcare facili-
ties to the people. “Through
the seven medical universi-

ties of Punjab, we were pro-
viding high quality education
to the children”, he said.
He said that world’s first
University of Child Health
Sciences was located in Pun-
jab. He paid tribute to the
provincial health minister Dr
Yasmin Rashid for her valu-
able services in the health
department. Vice Chancellor
King Edward Medical Uni-
versity Prof Dr Mahmoud
Ayaz said the graduates of
King Edward Medical Uni-
versity were still brighten-
ing the name of Pakistan in
the whole world. The main
objective of today’s inter-
national symposium was to
provide awareness to the
participants, he said.

The delegation welcomed Governor Ghulam Ali’s initiative
to establish effective public relations

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: A delegation
of Abbasin Column Writers
Association led by Ziaul Haq
Sarhadi on Monday called
on Governor Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Ghulam Ali here
at the Governor’s House.
The delegation presented
proposals to the governor
regarding close and effective
communication between the
columnists and the govern-
ment and for solution of the
problems being faced by
masses. Speaking to the del-
egation, Governor Ghulam
Ali said that columnists play
an important role in high-
lighting public opinion and
bringing out the problems
hidden from the government.
Opinions and suggestions of
columnists regarding govern-

ment performance would be
given importance, he said
and assured the delegation
that immediate steps would
be taken to solve the prob-

lems being faced by them.
The delegation welcomed
Governor Ghulam Ali’s ini-
tiative to establish effective
public relations. The delega-

tion was comprising senior
journalist and columnist Am-
jad Aziz Malik, Abed Akhtar
Hasan, Saleem Afaqi, Wa-
seem Shahid, Roshan Khat-

tak Khan, Syed Talha Saeed,
Munawer Shah Munawer,
Waqar Ahmed Awan, Saima
Mehboob and other promi-
nent columnists.

Sehat Card Plus important
achievement,says KP CM

PESHAWAR: Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Mahmood Khan has termed
the Sehat Card Plus initia-
tive as a flagship achieve-
ment of the provincial gov-
ernment which, in addition
to providing free healthcare
facilities, is also playing an
important role in providing
social security to citizens by
reducing burden of health-
care expenses and improv-
ing the standard of living.
In a statement issued from
the Chief Minister’s Secre-
tariat on Monday, the chief
minister maintained that
Sehat Card Plus had revolu-
tionized the health sector in
the province adding that the
initiative had ensured provi-
sion of uniform healthcare
facilities to all segments
of the society irrespective
of their social status due
to which it had been wide-

ly appreciated at national
and international level. Ac-
cording to details, a total
of 1,058,797 patients have
been admitted under Sehat
Card Plus from January
2022 till November 2022
and Rs. 25,834 million has
been spent on their treat-
ment. During the same pe-
riod, 73 kidney transplants
and 49 liver transplants
have been carried out at a
cost of Rs. 102 million and
199 million respectively.
As far as category wise ad-
missions of patients is con-
cerned, a total of 47,679 pa-
tients of cardiology, 146,840
of general surgery, 124,328
of Gyne, 142,615 of medical,
16,340 of neuro surgery,
52,481 of orthopedic, 37,384
of oncology, 42,914 of urolo-
gy, 3,388 of cardiac surgery,
48,386 of throat, 55,229 of
ophthalmology, 171,195 of

dialysis and 1,768 patients
of peads cardiology have
been admitted during the
last eleven months. Keep-
ing in view the utility and
benefits of the Sehat Card
Plus initiative, the govern-
ment was taking pragmatic
efforts to include treatment
of diseases that are current-
ly not covered in the Sehat
Card. In order to provide le-
gal cover and to ensure sus-
tainability of the programme,
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Universal Health Cover-
age Act 2022 has also been
passed from the Provincial
Assembly. Mahmood Khan
concluded that the Sehat
Card Plus was an important
achievement of the incum-
bent provincial government
towards establishment of an
Islamic welfare state as per
the manifesto of Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaaf.—APP

subcontinent.
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MURREE BREWERY

Open House for
Diplomatic Missions

Murree Brewery Company Limited located in Rawalpindi is
an icon reflecting the past and the present history of the

Murree Brewery Company is pleased to invite friends from
diplomatic missions to visit us and share the experience of
our efforts towards keeping it afloat for over 160 years of

We cordially invite diplomatic missions to visit us on any
Saturday from 10 am to 1:30 pm to enjoy our hospitality
and our products tasting. However, since, we are located in
the Red Zone / Prohibited area and it will be mandatory to
obtain No Objection Certificate (NOC) from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs well in advance of the intended visit date.
We look forward to welcoming you all soon.

For further information please contact the following.
Maj (r) Sabih Ur Rehman
Mobile: 0300 8553342



National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

December

Dec 01 / Romania
National Day

Dec 02 / UAE
National Day

Dec 02 / Laos Republic
National Day

Dec 05 / Thailand
National Day

Dec 06 / Finland
Independence Day

Dec 07 / India
Armed Forces Flag Day

Dec 09/ Tanzania
National Day

Dec 11/ Oman
Armed Forces Day

Dec 12 /| Kenya
Independence Day

Dec 12 / Turkmenistan
Neutrality Day

Dec 16 / Bahrain
National Day

Dec 16 / Kazakhstan
Independence Day

Dec 18 / Qatar

National Day
Dec 18 / Niger

National Day

Dec 23 / Philippines
Armed Forces Day

Dec 23/ Japan
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 03345421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20
[ ]
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA....eeeveenn 9281092
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Hospitals

CMH........ccovvverenen 5611111

MH....ooveveeeieeeenenn 561116

Cantt Hospital...9270907-11

DHQ........cccuuee.... 5556311-4

RGH..........c....... 9290301-7
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President Alvi for further
cementing Pak-Italy ties

The president said that a fairly large number of Pakistanis (approximately 200,000)
were living in Italy and contributing towards the socio-economic development of the
country and urged that the Welfare of these Pakistanis should be the most priority

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday stressed bilateral relationship with
Italy in the fields of defence, agriculture, an-
imal husbandry and information technology.
He made these remarks while talking to Pa-
kistan’s Ambassador-designate to Italy, Ali
Javed, here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr. During the
meeting, the president appreciated the idea
of establishing manufacturing units by Pa-
kistani diasporas in the industrial-free zone
of Italy for manufacturing and exporting
Pakistani goods and products in Italy and
rest of the Europe. He said the avenues for
exports of human intellect, knowledge and
skills online to Italy by our IT professionals
and related fields needed to be explored.

This way, he said, the human resource would
be retained in Pakistan whereas their skills
and knowledge could be shared. He said
the country needed a skilled workforce for
industrial, agricultural and manufacturing de-
velopment. The president said that the Am-
bassador and the entire ancillary staff in Italy
should focus their energy on resolving the
issues and problems faced by the Pakistani
diasporas in Italy and provide them with the
necessary support, and counselling services
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online and at their doorsteps. The president
advised the ambassador-designate to keep
close linkages with the Chambers of Com-
merce in Pakistan and major industrial and
manufacturing entities of Pakistan and ex-
plore the possibility of joint ventures with
the Italian counterparts. He said that Italian
investors must be encouraged to shift their

- —

industrial units to Pakistan and benefit from
the cost-effective labour, availability of raw
materials, and investment-friendly policies
in our country.

The president said that there was a need
to highlight the atrocities being committed
perpetually by India in the Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJK), and

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Senate
Committee on Aviation, Faisal Saleem
Rahman on Monday said that Virgin
Atlantic’s, a British airline, investment
in Pakistan’s aviation industry would
boost the country’s economy. “Virgin
Atlantic plays an important role in Pa-
kistan’s aviation industry, connecting
the country’s businessmen to global
markets”, he said while addressing an
event to mark the second anniversary
of its operations in Pakistan.

Senator Faisal said that Pakistan’s
business class, students and tourists
were benefiting from Virgin Atlantic’s
travel facilities. He said, “I would say
that Virgin Atlantic has played a very
\important role in the economy of Pa-

kistan. Our best wishes are with them
on their second anniversary”.

Senator Ayaz, on the occasion, said
that Virgin Airline was one of the
major airlines of the world, which
was providing excellent services in
Pakistan as well. In his message on
the occasion, Alex McEwan, Virgin
Atlantic’s Country Manager, South
Asia said,
airline provided travel facilities to
330,000 passengers, and and has
lifted 13 million kg of cargo”.

“The past two years were very chal-
lenging, but we continued our opera-
tion even during this time”, he added.
He further said that the situation in
Pakistan after the flood was improv-

"Virgin Atlantic’s investment
to hoost Pakistan's economy

“In these two years the

ing, adding “we have also provided aid
for the country’s flood victims.”

On the occasion, Munir Siddiqui, Vice
President of Gerrys Group Airline
Division said, “On behalf of my entire
team, I want to sincerely acknowledge
the efforts of those, who came forward
and contributed to the success of this
event”. “We have something to cele-
brate today, because of the strong re-
lations that exist between GSA, Virgin
Atlantic, The Travel Trade and the lo-
cal authorities in Pakistan”, he added.
He said that the challenges in the avi-
ation industry were immense and “we,
working together, have proven that we
can overcome any, and all obstacles in
the path to success”. -

the increasing incidences of intimidation,
harassment, and marginalization of minori-
ties, especially Muslims, and the increasing
trend of Islamophobia in India, which was
putting the life and property of the Muslims
of India in great danger.

The president said that Pakistan and Italy
had a commonality of views on a number of
regional and global issues, particularly re-
forming the UN Security Council and both
countries should work closely on all issues
of common interest. He said that the Stra-
tegic Engagement Plan signed between the
two countries in 2013 provided an excellent
framework to steer bilateral and multilater-
al cooperation forward in a holistic and sus-
tained manner and expressed hope that the
Ambassador-designate would work towards
enhancing these engagements.

The president said that Italy was one of the
largest trading partners of Pakistan in the
EU and among the top ten globally.

There was great potential for expanding bi-
lateral trade and investment due to the com-
plementarities between the two countries’
economies, he added. He further said that
the existing trade of around US$ 1.3 billion
did not represent the true potential on both
sides and there was a need to make concert-
ed efforts to increase the volume.

DNA Y,

Muslim Hands ED
briefs NDMA chair

ISLAMABAD: :Executive Director Muslim Hands, Pakistan
Syed Javid Gillani called on the Chairman of the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Lieutenant Gen-
eral Inam Haider Malik here on Monday and apprised him
about the progress of the construction of climate-friendly
houses in areas of Mastung and Jafarabad, Balochistan.

He also invited Chairman NDMA to inaugurate the newly
built houses upon completion in January 2023 and briefed
him on the working scope of his organization in the country,
a news release said. Chairman NDMA acknowledged the
relief efforts by Muslim Hands during Floods 2022 and its
active participation in the ongoing rehabilitation phase.

He emphasized laying out a comprehensive humani-
tarian response model for donors and international as
well as local non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
for well-coordinated and tangible outcomes of the relief
and rehabilitation process.
ing NDMA’s public declaration to indicate the contours
of the future Disasters Management Plan in Pakistan
after consultation with all key stakeholders. - APP

He highlighted the upcom-

"Two POs arrested
during crackdown

SP Saddar appreciated performance of

police teams on arrest of the accused

and said that arrested accused will be
produced before court with solid evidence

RAWALPINDI: Police have arrested two proclaimed offend-
ers wanted in murder cum robbery cases here on Monday,
informed police spokesman. According to details, Kahuta po-
lice nabbed Chan Mehboob, who was wanted in murder cum
robbery. During the robbery attempt, Mehfooz bibi was killed
and Muhammad Riaz got injured due to indiscriminate firing.
The case was registered in April 2021. Similarly, Mandra po-
lice have arrested proclaimed offender Ajmal who had opened
fire along with other colleagues due to old enmity and injured
Muhammad Igbal. The case was registered in Mandra police
station in September 2020. SP Saddar Muhammad Nabil
Khokhar appreciated the performance of police teams on the
arrest of the accused and said that the arrested accused will be
produced before the court with solid evidence. - APP

Tractors’ sale
drops 52%

in 5 months

ISLAMABAD: The sale
of tractors in the coun-
try dropped from 22,003
units during July-Novem-
ber (2021-22) to 10,498
units during the corre-
sponding period of cur-
rent fiscal year, showing
a decrease of 52 percent.
On yearly basis sale of
tractors also plunged by
73 percent from 4,617
units in November 2021
to 1,240 units in same
month of current year,
according to latest data
released by Pak Automo-
tive Manufacturing Asso-
ciation (PAMA). - APP

Canals closure to commence
from Dec 26: Spokesman IRSA

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) has decided to close down ca-
nals for annual maintenance and de-silting
between December 26, 2022 to January 30,
2023. According to Director Operation and
Spokesman IRSA Khalid Idrees Rana the
Mangla command canals would be closed
from Dec 26 till January 13 in stage wise,
and Tarbela command canals would remain
closed from January 13 to 30, 2023.

Under the canal closure programme, he said
Punjab’s lower Jhelum and Rasul Qadirabad
Link would remain closed from Dec 26 to

Jan 12 while Qadirabad Baloki Link from
Dec 29 to Jan 15, central Bari Doab canals
from Dec 27 to Jan 13 and Lower Bari Doab,
Baloki, Sulemanki Link from Dec 29 to
Jan 15. Similarly, Upper Pakpattan canal,
and Eastern Siddigia canal would remain
closed from Dec 30 to Jan 16, while Upper
Jhelum canal from Jan 12 to 29 and Lower
Chenab canal (except Jhang branch), Up-
per Bahwal canal from Jan 13 to 30.
Jhang Branch canal to close from Dec 27 to
Jan 13, while Upper Bahawal would remain
close from January 13 to 30. - APP

COMSTECH seeks applications
for COMSTECH Awards 2023

Best Research Paper awards are given for the best
paper published in an impact factor international
journal during the last two years (2021-22) in fields
of Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, and Physics

shield of honor, and cash
prize of US$8000.

The COMSTECH Awards
for Excellence in Science

DNA

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH

prize of US$4000.

The Best Research Paper
awards are given for the
best paper published in an

Police launch operations
In various areas

RAWALPINDI: Police con-
ducted search and combing
operations in different areas
here on Monday.

The police spokesman said
that the search operation
was carried out on the di-
rection of City Police Of-
ficer(CPO) Syed Shahzad
Nadeem Bukhari to main-
tain law and order situation.

police

These operations were con-
ducted in different areas of
Saddar Abrroni, Ganjmandi,
Bani, and Sadigabad.

He informed that a heavy
contingent,
Force, Special Branch per-
sonnel and Ladies police
along with officials conduct-
ed search operations.

A total of 116 houses, col-

lected data of 48 tenants,
25 shops and 393 suspects
were questioned during
the operation. According
to spokesman, the search
operations to net criminals
and proclaimed offenders
were regularly being con-
ducted under National Ac-
tion Plan in different areas
of the district. - APP

Elite

The ANF and
ASF recovered
1,200 narcotic
pills from the

drugs during a nationwide

ANF seizes huge
quantities of drugs

At Lahore Airport, the

accused who
was going to
Manchester. At
Lahore Airport,
the ANF and ASF
seized over one
kg of ice from the
bag of a woman
resident of
Narowal who was
going to Bahrain

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Nar-
cotic Force (ANF) has re-
covered a huge quantity of

crackdown against smug-
glers of contraband items.
According to a spokesper-
son of an ANF, the force
has recovered 516 grams of
ice and 104 grams of heroin
from the sandal of the ac-
cused at Islamabad Interna-
tional airport. The accused
was going to Bahrain.

In another operation, the
ANF seized 704 grams of
hashish from the trolley bag
of the accused who was go-
ing to Qatar. The accused is
a resident of Hangu.

The ANF and ASF recov-
ered 1,200 narcotic pills
from the accused who was
going to Manchester.

ANF and ASF seized over
one kg of ice from the
bag of a woman resident
of Narowal who was going
to Bahrain.

The force has recovered
5 kg of hashish from a
woman who was going
to Karachi from Quetta.
While in another opera-
tion, the force recovered
over 97 kg of hashish and
2 kg of opium in Quetta.
The ANF seized over 4 kg
of hashish and suspicious
material near Chaman
Bypass. Cases have been
registered against the ac-
cused under the Anti-Nar-
cotics Act. - APP

SNGPL
disconnects
over 15 gas
connections

ISLAMABAD: Special Task
Force of Sui Northern Gas
Pipelines Limited (SNG-
PL) on Monday launched a
crackdown against users of
illegal compressors in the
Islamabad Region, who were
involved in depriving other
consumers of gas in the peak
winter season and putting
people’s lives at risk.

During the operation, SNG-
PL inspection teams visited
different localities including
Bhara Kahu, Taxila, Margal-
la Valley and Koth Hathia
and disconnected more than
15 connections after they
found the users involved in
illegal activity of compres-
sor installation.

“The operation will contin-
ue unabated till bringing the
illegal activity to a complete
end,” spokesman for the
SNGPL Islamabad Region
Shahid Akram told APP.

He said it was unfair that
some elements deprived
other consumers of smooth
supply of gas by installing
electronic/sucking devices
to manage better pressure
for themselves.

He said the SNGPL vigi-
lance teams and special task
force were busy in conduct
ing a detailed survey of all
sectors, societies and other
localities, within the Islama-
bad region including capital
territory, Murree, Kahuta,
Attock, Fateh Jang and
Taxilla to take legal action
against compressor users.
The SNGPL spokesman
said domestic consumers
had appreciated the oper-
ation against this illegal
activity and urged the lo-
cal administration to take
appropriate measures for
preventing the sale of ille-
gal compressors and other
devices used to increase the
gas pressure. — APP

New year
discounts
attract women

buyers

ISLAMABAD: As the new
year is knocking on the
doors, the discounts being
offered by different brands
in the federal capital are at-
tracting customers especial-
ly women who were waiting
for these sales to buy dress-
es and other accessories at
maximum discounts.
Different brands are offer-
ing 50 to 70 per cent dis-
counts on this important
event due to which a huge
rush can be witnessed in
markets. Most of the wom-
en can be witnessed pur-
chasing winter stuff for this
season as well as keeping
good stock for next year.
Sales always remain a big
attraction for shopping lov-
ers and most of my friends
prefer to buy stuff during
sales to save money, Shaz-
ia Khatoon, a customer
said while talking to APP.
She said that due to the
recent inflation, it has be-
come difficult to buy stuff
at regular prices. She add-
ed that such sales provide
them with an opportunity
to buy the branded stuff at
affordable rates.

Aslam Khan, a salesman at
a noted brand store, said
that sale on such occa-
sions is a perfect time for
the brand owners to earn
good business by selling
more items.

He said that December re-
mains a busy month for us
due to the continuous sales
on Christmas, Quaid-i-Azam
day and New Year celebra-
tions. - APP
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bestows biennial awards to
distinguished researchers
of OIC member states for
their important scientific
contributions. The COMS-
TECH life time achievement
awards in basic sciences are
given in the fields of Biolo-
gy, Chemistry, Physics and
Mathematics. This year’s
nominations are sought for
the awards in the fields of
Physics and Mathematics.
In this category each award
consists of a certificate,

& Technology are classified
in four categories: COMS-
TECH Young Researcher
Award (under 40 years),
Best Scientific Book (Au-
thorship) - published by an
international publisher dur-
ing the last two years (2021
& 2022), Patent - the pat-
ent must have been regis-
tered during the past five
years (2018-2022). Each
of the above three awards
carries a certificate,
shield of honor, and cash

impact factor international
journal during the last two
years (2021 & 2022) in the
fields of Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics, and Physics.
The best research paper
award in each discipline
carries a certificate, shield
of honor, and cash prize of
US$2500. The deadline for
application submission is
31st March 2023, citizens
of all 57 OIC states are eli-
gible to apply for the COM-
STECH Awards.
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Briefs

2843%
increase
in export,

Rs2.66

trillionin 5

months

ISLAMABAD :The exports
from the country in the
rupee term witnessed an
increase of 28.43 percent
during the first five months
of the current fiscal year
(2022-23) as compared to
the corresponding period of
last year, Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported.
Exports during July-Novem-
ber (2022-23) totaled Rs.
2,661,304 million as against
Rs. 2,072,145 million during
the corresponding period
of last year showing an in-
crease of 28.43%, according
to provisional data released
by PBS. On year-on-year ba-
sis, the exports increased
by 5.89 percent in Novem-
ber 2022 to Rs.531,599 mil-
lion against the exports of
Rs.502,009 million during
November 2021. On month-
on-month basis, the exports
increased 1.10% in Novem-
ber when compared to the
exports of Rs. 525,831
million in October 2022.
The main commodities of
exports during November
2022 were knitwear (Rs.
88,974 million), ready-made
garments (Rs. 72,620 mil-
lion), bed wear (Rs. 49,457
million), rice other than Bas-
mati (Rs.34,909 million),
cotton cloth (Rs. 34,140
million), towels (Rs.20,597
million), fish & fish prepa-
rations (Rs.11,382 million),
rice Basmati (Rs.10,252 mil-
lion), cotton yarn (Rs.9,533
million) and surgical goods
& medical instruments
(Rs.8,343 million). On the
other hand, imports during
July - November (2022-23)
totaled Rs. 5,841,359 mil-
lion as against Rs. 5,532,271
million during the corre-
sponding period of last
year showing an increase
of 5.59%. On YoY and MoM
basis, imports into Pakistan
during November, 2022
amounted to Rs. 1,152,054
million (provisional) as
against Rs. 1,039,036 mil-
lion in October 2022 and
Rs. 1,366,681 million during
November 2021 showing an
increase of 10.88% over Oc-
tober 2021 but a decrease
of 15.70% over November
2021.—-APP

Ongoing USF
projects to be
completed by

next June

ISLAMABAD :Over seventy
connectivity projects worth
Rs 65 billion under Univer-
sal Service Fund (USF) to
connect the farflung are-
as would be completed by
June next year. “28 million
people would get broadband
facilities after completion
of these connectivity pro-
jects,” an official of the Min-
istry of IT told on Monday.
He said, since its inception,
the USF has awarded 123
projects worth approxi-
mately Rs. 124.8 billion in
subsidy under its flagship
programs and empowered
more than 26 million people
living in over 12,000 mauzas,
thereby covering over 120
districts across Pakistan.
The USF has also successful-
ly laid more than 12,000 km
of Optical Fiber which has
connected more than 600 Te-
hsil Headquarters (THQs),
Union Councils (UCs) and
major towns of Pakistan
and is paving the way for 5G
technology. —APP

4th Shuhada
Police
shooting
competition
starts

ISLAMABAD :A three-day
National Shuhada Shooting
Competition, an initiative
of National Police Bureau
(NPB), started here on Mon-
day. An inaugural ceremony
was held in Police Lines
Headquarters Islamabad. Dr
Najaf Quli Mirza, Director
General NPB was the chief
guest of the event while CPO
headquarters, Islamabad Ma-
lik Awais Ahmad, CPO Safe
City Rommel Akram, officers
from NPB, Punjab, FC, Sindh
and GB Police also participat-
ed in the event. Shooters of
10 teams from all over the
country, including Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir (AJK) and
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), were
set to blow away their targets
in the competition organized
to improve skills of the partic-
ipants. Prominent among the
competitors were policewom-
en competing with handguns
on the range. —APP

Support Programme.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Faisal Karim Kundi Minister of State for Poverty Alleviation briefs delegation of Ex-FATA Parliamentarians (-)n Benazir Income

PBM to launch nationwide
Thalassemia awareness drive

ISLAMABAD :Managing Director, Paki-
stan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM), Amir Fida Paracha
on Monday said that PBM has planned to
launch a nationwide awareness campaign
on prevention of Thalassemia among the
children soon. According to a report, ap-
proximately 100,000 patients are suffering
from Thalassemia in Pakistan and every
year 5,000 babies are born with this deadly
disease. These patients need regular blood
transfusion and iron chelating agent after
consultation with a qualified Hematologist
along with regular diagnostic investigations
on monthly basis which is unaffordable by
the poor families in Pakistan.

Talking to APP, Amir Fida Paracha said,
“Thalassemia is a disease which can be con-
trolled through educating people about its
prevention.” He mentioned,”The reason of

transmission of this disease to the next gen-
eration is basically the marriage of two
Thalassemic patients which can be avoid-
ed through spreading awareness.” “Both
the parents, if are Thalassemic patients,
may not face the severe consequence of
this disease but their child has to suffer
for the rest of his life and depend on blood
transfusion,” he observed. The MD PBM
said,”Thalassemia awareness campaign
will be run with the help of the univer-
sities.” “Higher education institutions
are the best platforms from where
we can initiate our campaign by ed-
ucating the young minds and engage
them to further spread information
about the causes and prevention meas-
ures of this disease,” he said.

Referring to the example of Turkey, the

MD PBM said that Turkey has controlled
over this disease through making a sepa-
rate section in marriage certificate for the
verification of the marrying couple if any
of them are Thalassemic patient. During
last three years, Amir Fida Paracha con-
veyed that the PBM has provided financial
assistance to more than 3000 Thalassemia
patients. Keeping in view the importance
such centers and to cater the patients in
Pakistan, PBM in financial collaboration
with a private company had established a
state of the art Thalassemia Center in F-9
Park to provide free of cost medical treat-
ment facilities to the patients. “The main
objectives behind creating this facility are
to extend quality medical care free of cost,
increase life expectancy and improvement
in the quality of life for those inflicted by

this daunting disease and provide a ray
of hope amidst miseries of the children
with neglected backgrounds and orphans
and less privileged who cannot afford the
cost for the treatment of this serious
disease,”he informed. Thalassaemia is a
blood disorder passed down through fam-
ilies (inherited) in which the body makes
an abnormal form of hemoglobin, the pro-
tein in red blood cells that carries oxygen.
The disorder results in excessive destruc-
tion of red blood cells, which leads to ane-
mia. Anemia is a disorder in which your
body doesn’t have enough normal, healthy
Red Blood Cells (RBC). This disease is
inherited, meaning that at least one of the
parents is a carrier of the disease. It is
caused by either a genetic mutation, or a
deletion of certain key genes.

China-Pak-Belt LUSAIL
~ stadium hosts final

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  LUSAIL
stadium on Sunday 18th
December  successfully
hosted the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 Final.
An event that secured its
place in football and ar-
chitectural history. Chi-
na Railway Construction
Corporation Ltd (CRCC),
the main contractor, with
the collaboration of more
than 3000 Pakistani Engi-
neers and Workers, spent
4 years constructing this
“Shiny Golden Bowl”,
said the Chinese Embas-
sy Islamabad in a tweet,
according to Gwadar Pro

on Monday. Lusail Stadi-
um received a five-star
rating on 16 August 2022
for its design and con-
struction from the Global
Sustainability Assess-
ment System GSAS.

The iconic stadium enter-
tained 80,000 fans who
came together for the
World Cup Final played
between Argentina and
France. According to
the Qatar football Asso-
ciation, the stadium is
expected to be recon-
figured into a 40,000-
seat stadium. Excess
seating will be removed,
and other parts of the
building will be repur-
posed as a community

space with shops, cafés,
athletic and education
facilities, and a health
clinic. The design is in-
spired by the handcraft-
ed bowls found through-
out the Arab and Islamic
worlds during the rise of
civilization, while light
interplays are reminis-
cent of the region’s fa-
nar lanterns. The golden
exterior will fade over
time, replicating aged
metal handicrafts to cre-
ate a venue alive with
cultural character. The
procurement process for
the stadium conversion
began in 2014. The sta-
dium was built as a joint
venture by HBK Con-

tracting and the China
Railway Construction
Corporation.

Like the other stadiums

planned for the 2022
World Cup, the Lusail
Stadium is cooled us-

ing solar power and is
claimed to have zero
carbon footprint. Con-
struction began on 11th
April 2017. Completion
of the stadium was
originally scheduled for
2020. It was then to host
three friendly matches
until the 2022 World Cup,
but as the completion
of the stadium was post-
poned, it subsequently
hosted 10 games includ-
ing the final.

CDNS obtains Rs
700 billion through
fresh bonds

ISLAMABAD :The Central Directorate of National Sav-
ings (CDNS) on Monday obtained the target of issuing Rs
700 billion fresh bonds in the current fiscal year 2022-23
from July 01 to December 10, 2022. The CDNS has set a
reviewed saving target of Rs 1.3 trillion for the current fi-
nancial year (2022-23) which will promote the savings cul-
ture in the country, the senior official of CDNS told APP.
In view of the current market trend in the country, the
ambitious target has been set to further improve the sav-
ings culture, he said. Replying to a question, he said the
CDNS surpassed its annual target in the previous fiscal
year 2021-22 and set a historic record of Rs 1,250 billion
in savings till June 30, 2022. For the first time in its his-
tory, CDNS crossed Rs 1,000 billion in fresh deposits and
achieved the target of Rs 1,250 billion by June 30, 2022.
He said the CDNS had attained the target of issuing Rs
1,250 billion in fresh bonds from July 1, 2021 to June 30,
2022. It had set an annual gross receipt target of Rs 980
billion from July 1 to June 30 of the previous fiscal year
2020-21 to promote savings in the country.—APP

IESCO 1ssues power
suspension schedule

ISLAMABAD: On 20 th December, From 08:00 AM to 04:00
PM, 132KV Grid Station Kotli. Sattian, From 09:00 AM to 02:00
PM, Islamabad Circle, Bani Gala, Imran Khan, CDA Flat, PM
Staff Colony, ISI, Pandorian, Ghori Garden, Simli Dam, Lohi Bhir,
F8/3, G-10/2, 1-8/1, I8 Center, 1-110/2,G-13/4 Ext, Dargah, Bhara
Kahu, Kaldna, Bahrain, Patriata , Upper Topa, Pir Suhawah, An-
guri, Shahpur, Shahdara, Mangyal, Disto, T&amp;T, Trit, Bhara
Kaho To, Golf City, Bhara Kaho, NIH, Athal, NCP, Daman Koh,
Quaid-e-Azam University , Punjab House, Bri Imam, Mandla Feed-
ers, Rawalpindi Cantt Circle, Bank Road Two, Sir Syed Road, Mak-
kah Chowk, Madina Town One, Mohra Nagyal, Murree Brewery,
Major Riaz, 502 Workshop, Rajar, Garja One, Cantt, Mansoor Sha-
heed, Lahtrar One, Kallar Syedan, Ghazan Khan, Hamid Jhangi,
Pind Jatlan, Sukhu, Syed Kasran, Chak Baily Khan2 Feeders,
Attock Circle, Jalala, Bohi Gher, Haru, Dharek, Valley, Purmiana,
Garhi Afghanan, Hassan Abdal, Colonel Sher Khan, Pathargarh,
Maskinabad, Attock Cantt, Tin Mela, Bagh, Neelam, Shah Dir,
Shamsabad, Hattian, GBHP, Qaziabad, Soni, Karpa, Bhatiyot, Qut-
bal, Chhab, Fateh Jang, Laniwala Dharnal, Khore, Bohi Gher, Sala-
rgah, Haru, Ghori, Mushtaq Shaheed, Jalala, Nawababad Feeders,
Jhelum Circle, F-9 Chak Daulat, M Major Riaz Shaheed, Dina-1
Bakrala, Dumeli, Khali Kholi, Mumtaz Shaheed, Ward 8-, Jermot,
Nai Khanqgah, Baba Shaheed, Chhappar Sharif. -DNA

a fourplayer board game the artist has
created which enables its players to ex-
perience the art world. The four players
are The Artist, The Gallerist, The Critic,
and The Collector. Playing cards guide
each player throughout the game which
consists of discussions, making choic-
es, answering riddles, and monetary
exchanges. Various dilemmas are pre-
sented to each player in the game which
impacts his/her success and relationship
with other players. The game examines
the relationship between creative practi-
tioners, art production, and the art mar-
ket. It addresses power structures such
as Patriarchy and Capitalism, specifically
drawing attention to ethical art practic-
es. The role of the artist as a creative
individual contending with these power
structures is a central theme, said the

Solo show on contemporary
art concludes at PNCA

ISLAMABAD :A solo show of contem-
porary art paintings by Natasha Malik
concluded here Monday at Khas Art Gal-
lery featuring “The Life of an Image” - a
multimedia series through which Malik
explored the introspective artistic pro-
cess, its challenges, complexities and
outcomes. The body of work examined
the creative process of artmaking and
interprets the life of the work once it
leaves the artist’s studio. The artwork
exists and interacts within a multitude
of systems, which often operate entire-
ly independent of the artist, each with
its own vision and purpose. Ultimately,
these systems determine the life of the
work in terms of how it is perceived,
where it will be viewed and by whom,
and how it is contextualized. These the-
matic concerns culminate in Artscape,

organizers. Natasha Malik is an artist
and the founder of The Creative Process
- an artistic platform working across the
intersections of site-specific curatorial
projects and activism from a feminist
point of view. Currently based out of
Islamabad, Pakistan, she is interested
in the synthesis of art making and cura-
tion in the context of regional education,
history, censorship and social justice. As
an artist, Malik explores female identity
developed within the constraints of pa-
triarchy.

Her multi-disciplinary practice includes
painting, installation, film, printmaking,
and photography. Visceral reactions to
tensions experienced under oppressive
patriarchal structures are processed
and reimagined through her visual vo-
cabulary. —APP

ISLAMABAD :Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has done remarkably well
in not only bringing Kashmir issue in the
global limelight but also rightly exposing
to the world the true fascist face of India,
said Chairman Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs, Senator Farooq
H. Naek. According to a press release, he
said Bilawal has effectively highlighted the
hitherto unresolved issue of Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) by
mincing no words in loudly recalling Indi-
an Prime Minister Narendra Modi as ‘The
Butcher of Gujrat’ at the UNSC. He said he
fully endorsed the foreign minister’s state-
ment wherein he stated that, “He (Naren-
dra Modi) was banned from entering this
country (the United States). These are the
prime minister and the foreign minister of
RSS, which draws inspiration from Hitler’s
SS.” The former Senate Chairman also
commended the foreign minister on very
pertinently reminding the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) to fulfil its obliga-

tion vis- -vis an agenda item that had been
left unaddressed - the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir. Senator Naek said Bilawal Bhut-
to, while speaking on open debate ‘Mainte-
nance of International Peace and Security
— Reformed Multilateralism’ in the UNSC,
had dexterously used the forum to urge the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to

implement its resolutions on the Kashmir
issue and deliver its commitment to peace
in the region and “prove that multilateral-
ism can succeed”. He was also appreciative
of the fact how the foreign minister made
use of the UN platform to show to the
world that India, ‘the so-called biggest de-
mocracy and a secular state’, was actually
an extremist RSS-led mobocracy follow-
ing a myopic, intolerant and terror-driven
ultra-nationalistic Hindutva philosophy
that considered the whole of In dia as
an essentially Hindu state that had no
room for religious and ethnic minorities
and progressive elements. The Senate
Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman
also demanded the immediate release of
Hurriyat leader Muhammad Yasin Malik
and all other Kashmiri leaders and peo-
ple incarcerated on trumped-up charges.
He said Yasin Malik and other political
prisoners were victims of draconian In-
dian Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
Act (TADA) was black law that aimed at

targeting political opponents. India’s mal-
feasant attempts to fallaciously implicate
and incarcerate Kashmiri leadership in
fabricated cases will neither dampen their
(Kashmiris’) morale nor dent their legiti-
mate struggle for the right to self-deter-
mination, Senator Naek said. The histor-
ic struggle being waged by valiant people
of the IIOJK for their rights is indigenous
and cannot be hampered by the draconian
strong-arm tactics of the Modi-led Indian
Government, he said. Senator Naek also
urged the international community to
take cognizance of India’s atrocities and
highhandedness on Muslims in general
and Kashmiris in particular and impress
upon New Delhi to stop its human rights
violations and excesses against minori-
ties, especially Muslims. He also called
upon the international community to help
Kashmiris exercise their right to self-de-
termination as espoused under the rele-
vant UN Security Council resolutions and
as per their own wishes.—APP

ANF seizes
over 115 kg
drugs, 1200
intoxicated
tablets

RAWALPINDI :Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) Pakistan
seized over 115 kg of drugs
and 1200 intoxicated tablets
and arrested five accused
including two women dur-
ing seven counter-narcotics
operations throughout the
country, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here
on Monday. He said that
the ANF in an operation at
Islamabad International Air-
port recovered 516 grams of
Ice drug and 104 grams of
heroin from the possession
of a passenger resident of
Khyber who was going to
Bahrain. 704 grams of char-
ras was also recovered from
the trolley bag of another
Bahrain-bound  passenger
resident of Hangu.

In a joint operation at the
Islamabad International Air-
port, ANF and ASF seized
1200 intoxicated tablets and
held an accused resident of
Mirpur who was going to
Manchester. The spokes-
man further said that ANF
and ASF recovered 1933
grams of Ice drug at Lahore
Airport from the posses-
sion of a Bahrain-bound fe-
male passenger resident of
Narowal. ANF Balochistan
in an operation recovered
five kg of charras from the
possession of a woman go-
ing to Karachi from Quetta.
In another raid, ANF Ba-
lochistan also seized over
97 kg of charras and two kg
of opium from Quetta.

In a raid conducted near
Chaman  Bypass, ANF
seized 4.8 kg of charras and
10.7 kg of other suspected
material. —APP

The closing
se Sheesha
centre raided,

three held

RAWALPINDI :Police on
Monday raided a Sheesha
Centre in the limits of the
Rata Amral area and arrest-
ed three accused besides
recovering arms and weap-
ons from their possession.
The police spokesman dis-
closed that on a tip-off, the
Rata Amral police carried
out an operation and arrest-
ed three accused identified
as Faraz, Zakir and Aqib.
The police team recovered
‘sheeshas’ and other smok-
ing items from their posses-
sion. It is pertinent to men-
tion here that anti-smoking
drive has been launched in
the city to ensure imple-
mentation of Anti-smoking
Law, 2002.ssion will be held
on Dec 22 where winners
will be given awards.—APP

Railways
to restore
Fareed

Express from
December 22

ISLAMABAD, Dec 19 (AP-
P):Pakistan Railway is all
set to restore the operation
of the Fareed Express pas-
senger train from Lahore
to Karachi to facilitate the
passengers of the area from
December 22. “The train
operation is halted due to
the flash floods washed
away the tracks at various
places in the country which
now have been restored,”
an official in the Ministry of

Railways told APP.
He said that Minister for
Railways Khawaja Saad

Rafique had directed the
concerned officials to re-
sume the operation of
Fareed Express with maxi-
mum facilities for the pas-
sengers. The official said
that as many as 18 coaches
would be added to the Fa-
reed Express while the train
would start its journey from
Lahore, through Pakpatan
to Karachi railway station.
He said that Pakistan Rail-
ways had started advance
booking of Fareed Express
and on the direction of
the Minister for Railways,
the department had taken
special care of occupancy,
cleanliness, and punctuality
of the trains in all stations.
The official said the train
would run under the man-
agement of a private com-
pany Ms. S Jamil & Co and
the department had allowed
the company to start reser-
vations for the train.

It is pertinent to mention
here that, the passengers
had also demanded Paki-
stan Railways authorities
of resumption of Fareed Ex-
press, the only train which
runs between Lahore-Ka-
rachi-Lahore via Vehari-
Burewala. They said that
the locals, who wished to
travel by it to Lahore or
Karachi, have been facing
inconvenience for over
two months as it is the only
train on this track.—APP
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US running rogue with
abuse of export controls

hile the United States government may remove some Chinese

companies from the so-called Unverified List, according to West-

ern media reports, it is expected to add 35 Chinese firms, includ-
ing YMTC, to the Entity List, which may actually cut them off from critical
US supplies. YMTC, or Yangtze Memory Technologies, is the largest memo-
ry chips manufacturer in China. Its blacklisting certainly will be a sign of the
US escalating its attempts to strangle the country’s semiconductor industry,
and further damage bilateral trade ties as well as the overall relationship. In
October, the US Department of Commerce put YMTC and 30 other Chinese
technology firms on its Unverified List, claiming the US could not prove they
were not supporting the People’s Liberation Army. They were given 60 days
to prove their business activities did not put US national security at risk.
Failure to do so would result in themselves being added to the notorious
Entity List, a trade blacklist that denies them access to US technology and
equipment unless with a special license from the US government. As is evi-
dent from what happened to Chinese firms such as Huawei, such treatment
makes life very difficult for any company on technology’s cutting edge. That
is exactly why Washington has resorted to its export control regime against
China. The White House makes no secret of its whole-of-government ap-
proach to strangling Chinese technological and military advances. The Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry decried the approach again on Wednesday, condemn-
ing it for politicizing and weaponizing economic cooperation and disrupting
global supply chains, and promised to take moves to protect the lawful rights
of Chinese companies. Washington’s repeated broadening of the concept of
national security and abusive application of export controls are “naked eco-
nomic coercion and technological bullying”, a spokesman said. China has
filed a complaint with the World Trade Organization about US-imposed trade
controls, arguing they disrupt global trade. The usually protracted WTO dis-
pute resolution process notwithstanding, even if there is a ruling in Beijing’s
favor one day, it may hardly make a difference. After all, as the successive
legislations the US Congress has kept churning out, the National Security
Strategy the Joe Biden administration has published, and the increasingly
bipartisan consensus against China indicates, suppressing Chinese tech pro-
gress has actually become a core US national strategy. Washington would
not accept the latest WTO ruling against US duties on imported steel and
aluminum products, so there is no chance a core US national strategy will
change because of a WTO verdict. They should be aware that by abusing its
export control measures in this way to impede China’s development, the US
is taking a wrecking ball to the global trade rules and the international trade
order and global industry chains, and consider whether they really want to
be a party to that. History will judge that to be a mistake as it will only rein-
force the divisions the US is trying to cement in place.
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Tough talk can’t
mask past failures

he UK’s backlog of asylum claims, which currently stands at

about 140,000, has been building up since 2013. The govern-

ment, and specifically the Home Office, bears responsibility for
this. Try as he might to present himself as a new broom, sweeping
away old cobwebs and cleaning up a scrappy system, Rishi Sunak must
take his share of responsibility for the current dysfunction - and the
acute suffering it leads to. In the House of Commons on Tuesday, the
prime minister sought to present his five-point plan as a blast of bold,
fresh thinking. His ambition to drastically reduce the backlog next year,
and promise of new resources including extra, specialist caseworkers,
sound like constructive steps. But it is doubtful whether these aims will
be met, and the rest of the announcement gave more reason for alarm
than relief at the direction of travel. Last month an accommodation cen-
tre at Manston airport in Kent was emptied out after unacceptable con-
ditions including disease outbreaks were exposed. But ministers seem as
determined as ever to avoid the expense of hotels, and Mr Sunak claimed
in parliament that vacant holiday camps and army barracks will soon
provide bweds for 10,000 people. Citing his close working relationship
with the home secretary, Suella Braverman - who should have resigned
in October for breaching the ministerial code — Mr Sunak also signalled
his support for the policy of deporting asylum seekers to Rwanda. And
he promised new legislation that will - if passed - make it impossible for
people arriving in the UK on small boats to submit asylum claims at all. A
reasonable case can be made for fast-tracking returns to Albania, as some
EU countries are already doing, and for an enhanced role for the Nation-
al Crime Agency in combating trafficking. But it is wrong to present such
measures in militaristic rhetoric about “boots on the ground” patrolling
French beaches. Whatever the reasons for the shift in demographics of
small-boat passengers, the reality of life for most asylum seekers of all
nationalities is a level of hardship difficult for people living settled lives
to imagine. The government’s cruel and wasteful Rwanda scheme
makes it an international outlier. There is every reason to doubt the
pledge to tackle waiting lists with new staff, given that recruitment
targets across the public sector are routinely being missed. Following
Liz Truss’s disgraceful suggestion in the summer that the French
president could be considered a “foe”, Mr Sunak’s commitment to
work with EU partners is a welcome change. For the sake of the
thousands of people stuck in limbo, waiting for their claims to be
processed, it must be hoped that his renewed focus on this issue will
bring some beneficial effects, however limited.

The Taiwan

Throwing darts

James Dorsey

t first glance, Islamic scholars discussing the reli-

gious legitimacy of the United Nations and the na-

tion-state sounds esoteric. It’s not. On the contra-
ry, it’s potentially revolutionary. Religious scholars, led
by Nahdlatul Ulama, the world’s largest and arguably
most moderate Muslim civil society movement in the
world’s largest Muslim-majority country and democ-
racy, hope that the legitimization will counter notions
of a caliphate and a transnational Islamic state as an
alternative world order as advocated by militants such
as Al Qaeda and the Islamic State. If adopted, legitimi-
zation of the United Nations would make the UN char-
ter with its references to “fundamental human rights...
the dignity and worth of the human person, (and)...the
equal rights of men and women” legally binding for its
Muslim signatories, according to religious law. In doing
so, the religious legitimization would take substantial
wind out of the sails of often whipped-up anti-Muslim
sentiment that questions Muslim attitudes and loyalty
towards the state. That sentiment was, for example,
evident when an anchor on India’s controversial Hin-
du nationalist, Hindi-language Z news recently asked
whether “Muslims who sing the national anthem be-
come kafirs.” The anchor was using the Arabic word for
an infidel. The effort to reform Islamic jurisprudence
so that it embraces the concept of the nation-state, and
the United Nations, is part of a sustained Nahdlatul
Ulama effort to spark reform of Islamic jurisprudence
and inspire other faiths to take a critical look at their
potentially problematic tenants as a way of countering
extremism and religiously inspired violence. That’s
where the revolutionary aspect kicks in. Reform of
Islamic jurisprudence challenges a key pillar of auto-
cratic strategies in the Muslim world designed to en-
sure the survival of repressive regimes. Muslim lead-
ers, parroted by their Western counterparts, have for
more than two decades since 9/11 insisted that Islam
and Islamic jurisprudence need no reform. Instead,
they assert that jihadis misrepresent and misconstrue
the faith. In doing so, autocrats drown out criticism of
their brutal, repressive rule that brooks no dissent and
potentially provokes violence. Casting jihadists as de-
viants rather than products of problematic tenants of
jurisprudence that justify violence stymies criticism of
the justification of autocracy as a necessary means to
combat violence and promote moderate Islam. Even so,

that may not be a popularly shared approach. In a poll,
56 per cent of Saudis surveyed said the government
was not “paying attention to the opinions of ordinary
citizens like me.” Timed to coincide with the centen-
nial of Nahdlatul Ulama according to the Muslim Hijri
calendar, the scholars will gather in February in the
Indonesian city of Surabaya under the auspices of the
recently constituted Religion Forum 20, a Group of 20
engagement tack, to discuss an “Islamic jurisprudence
for a global civilization.” The Group of 20 brings togeth-
er the world’s largest economies. Nahdlatul Ulama’s
concept note for the Surabaya conference argues that
“views that legitimize and encourage suspicion, segre-
gation, discrimination, and even hostility and conflict
towards those who bear the legal status of “infidels...
are scattered throughout classical texts on Islamic ju-
risprudence (figh). These views...are still considered...
credible...and should...be practiced to the present day.
Muslim groups involved in conflict - including the use
of violence and terror — defend their position by citing
references from these classical figh texts.” The concept
note was bolstered by a Nahdlatul Ulama religious find-
ing in 2019 that eliminated the category of the kafir or in
Islamic law. Potentially, the concept note will put on the
spot some of the invited speakers, such as Muslim World
League General Secretary Muhammad al-Issa, Forum for
Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies President Abdallah
bin Bayyah, Tabah Foundation head Habib al-Jufri, and
Ahmad Al Tayyeb the Grand Iman of Al Azhar, the Mus-
lim world’s foremost seat of Islamic learning. These men
represent autocratic regimes that insist that Islamic juris-
prudence needs no reform. Mr. Allssa’s League is Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s vehicle for prop-
agating a socially liberal, politically repressive interpreta-
tion of Islam that demands absolute obedience to the ruler.
Messrs. Bin Bayyah and AlJufri serve the same purpose
for United Arab Emirates President Mohammed bin Zayed.
Mr. Al-Tayyeb’s Al Azhar is subservient to the government
of Egyptian President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi and supported
by the two Gulf monarchies. Religious legitimization of
the United Nations and the concept of a nation-state could
have far-reaching consequences for the order of the Muslim
world that partially bases its religious justification on the
employment by the Organisation for Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) of the language of Islamic jurisprudence to empow-
er states. The OIC groups the world’s 57 Muslim-majority
countries. By reforming the jurisprudence, Nahdlatul Ula-
ma would, in theory, introduce guardrails for the incorpora-
tion by OIC members of Islamic law into domestic legal sys-

tems. By and large, Muslim-majority states have used the
OIC framework to monopolise the right to interpret Islamic
law and bend it to their will, for example, in the justification
of abuse of human rights or, in the case of countries like
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, to demand absolute obedience
of the ruler. The OIC and some of its members have also
used the organisation’s religious framing and 1990 Cairo
Declaration on Human Rights in Islam to lobby the Unit-
ed Nations to classify blasphemy as a violation of human
rights and a form of hate speech. Liberal critics charge that
Nahdlatul Ulama’s silence about a recently adopted new In-
donesian criminal code has cast a shadow over its credibil-
ity. The law defines apostasy as leaving a religion or belief
and criminalises anyone who attempts to persuade a per-
son to be a non-believer in a religion or belief. It also bans
extramarital sex and curbs freedom of expression by, for
example, outlawing insulting the president, but puts major
limitations on who can file a complaint. Nahadlatul Ulama’s
acquiescence sparked questions on how it squares that with
its unconditional endorsement of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights - a significant differentiator in its rivalry
with state-sponsored autocratic versions of moderate Is-
lam. Privately, influential Nahdlatul Ulama sources defend
the socially restrictive aspects of the law but concede that
freedom of expression concerns are legitimate. The sourc-
es expect the law to be modified in challenges likely to be
filed with the Constitutional Court. Even so, scholars Sana
Jaffrey and Eve Warburton warned that provisions of the
law “threaten political dissent with prison sentences and
have the potential to muzzle public debate about the pur-
view of the state in citizens’ private and political lives.” The
criticism notwithstanding, Nahdlatul Ulama’s effort to an-
chor the United Nations and the concept of the nation-state
in Islamic jurisprudence constitutes the most serious cur-
rent challenge to autocratic Muslim justification of repres-
sive rule. In doing so, it could prove to be revolutionary.
Thank you to all who have demonstrated their apprecia-
tion for my column by becoming paid subscribers. This
allows me to ensure that it continues to have maximum
impact. Maintaining free distributions means that
news website, blogs, and newsletters across the globe
can republish it. I launched my column, The Turbulent
World of Middle East Soccer, 12 years ago. To borrow
a phrase from an early proprietor of The Observer,
it offers readers, listeners, and viewers ‘the scoop of
interpretation.’ If you are able and willing to support
the column, please become a paid subscriber by click-
ing on Substack on the subscription button and choos-
ing one of the subscription options.

The coup attempt in Germany

Adham Kawa

n December 7, 2022, the German authorities an-

nounced the dismantling of a network of supporters

of an extreme right-wing group that aimed to seize
power by carrying out an armed attack on the German
Parliament building and controlling it, stressing that it is
an operation that has been planned since November 2021.
German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier expressed He
expressed his deep concern that the ideas of extremists
have reached this unprecedented level internally. German
Interior Minister Nancy Weser described the activists be-
hind the act as “united in their hatred of democracy and
the German state.” This attempted coup against power
in Germany sparked a great controversy about the move-
ment involved in it, its motives, as well as its repercus-
sions during the coming period. According to information
issued by the official government agencies in Germany, the
details of this coup plot can be summarized in the following
points: The accused: 25 out of 52 wanted farright extremists
were arrested in a sweeping operation that covered all parts
of Germany, most of them are elderly, and they are suspected
of forming an organized group, and their supposed leaders
include: Heinrich XIII, 71, a scion of a noble family from the
state of Thuringia in eastern Germany, whose family origins
give him influence among extremists. A former lieutenant
colonel in the German army named “Rudiger”, who was the
commander of a battalion of paratroopers in the 1990s.
A judge named “Birgit MalsackWenkmann”, a former dep-
uty of the farright “Alternative for Germany” AFD party
between 2017 and 2021, and she was handed over the jus-
tice bag in the “conspirators’ government”, as described
by the German authorities. spokesman for the German
Defense Ministry, Arne Kolatz, also announced that there
were other soldiers involved, one of whom belonged to
the Special Forces Command. 2-Their ideological orien-
tations: The German Federal Prosecutor, Peter Frank,

announced that the participants in the planning process
for the coup are followers of the ideological ideas of the
“QAnon” group, which believes in the conspiracy theory,
and they belong to the “Reichsbiirger” movement; It is
a movement that appeared in the eighties and does not
recognize the legitimacy of the current German state, and
its supporters refuse to pay taxes or submit to the po-
lice, and their total number is estimated at about 20,000,
including a small group estimated at about a thousand
people who have become highly organized since the end
of 2021, as it has a central organizational structure and a
military wing. Its members have licenses to own weapons.
- The coup plan: According to a press release issued by
the German prosecution, the stalkers prepared concretely
to enter the seat of parliament in Berlin (Bundestag) with
a small armed group, in a scenario similar to the attack
on the Capitol building by supporters of the former US
President, Donald Trump. They were also trained to han-
dle weapons, and at least four meetings were held during
the summer to expand the network of members of this
group. Recruitment efforts specifically targeted members
of the German police and army. The military branch of the
cell was responsible for purchasing weapons and organizing
training. Multiple dimensions overlapped in an attempt to
analyze the timing and objectives of this coup attempt in
Germany, the most important of which are the following:
1-Hinting at Russian involvement in the coup plot: The Ger-
man press indicated that there was a partner within the coup
network, a Russian citizen named “Vitalia”; A friend of Henry
XIII, she attempted to act as an intermediary to coordinate
contact with the Russian authorities for possible support.
However, the Kremlin strongly denied any “Russian interfer-
ence” in this file, and the Russian embassy in Berlin denied
any involvement in these terrorist activities. Later, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov commented that no Russian In-
terference of any kind could be discussed. The German se-
curity services showed their strength: about 3,000 security
personnel were mobilized to carry out the coup thwarting op-
eration, and more than 130 searches and raids were con-
ducted, in a procedure that German media described as
the largest ever police operation in the country. The cam-
paign of arrests was also carried out in 11 out of 16 Ger-
man states, and the inspections included army barracks in
southwestern Germany, to show that the security system
in the country is very strong, and that the intelligence ser-
vices are working efficiently, after criticism that it had not
obtained prior information about The plan to blow up the
gas pipelines “Nord Stream 1 and 2” and the failure to find
the perpetrators. The power of influence of “conspiracy
theory” narratives: “Reichscitizens” believe that a “deep
state” actually rules Germany, similar to the ideas of the
QAnon movement that emerged in the United States and

considers that there is a targeting of the white man, which
many analyzes linked to the storming of a building The
Capitol in January 2021. Supporters of the “Reichsburg”
movement tried to enter the German Parliament in August
2020, in protest against the health restrictions imposed
during the Corona pandemic, against which resentment
was exploited to attract more supporters of their move-
ment. Supporters of this trend have also intimidated some
doctors who are vaccinating against Covid-19, and some of
them are attributed to trying to plan the kidnapping of the
German Minister of Health. 4- Evoking the im-
perial past of Germany: Some supporters of the “Reichs-
burg” or “citizens of the Reich” believe that the true form
of Germany existed between 1871 and 1918, while others
consider that the constitution of the Weimar Republic be-
tween the two world wars is the constitution of the real
Germany, while a third group focuses on considering The
legal borders of German lands are the borders that were
established in 1937. Most of the “Reichsburgs” refuse to
recognize the legitimacy of the current democratic state
in Germany, and they aim to return to the former imperial
form, but they lack a unified vision about the preferred
alternative system, is it akin to a constitutional monarchy
For Kaiser Wilhelm II, or the democratic experience of
the Weimar Republic, or the experience of Nazi rule? The
recent coup attempt and the selection of Henry XIII as the
head of power reveals the longing for the restoration of
a constitutional monarchy in the style of Caesarean rule.
Recalling the “Beer Hall” coup in 1923: The failed attempt
at the current coup in Germany with the approach of 2023
brought back memories of the coup organized by the Ger-
man National Socialist Workers’ Party (the Nazi Party)
about a hundred years ago, specifically in 1923. Although
That coup was successfully suppressed by the police at
the time, it changed the course of German history, be-
cause it drew the attention of the German people towards
Adolf Hitler. At a time when Germany was facing high
inflation, Hitler tried to overthrow the Weimar Repub-
lic, and although his coup attempt failed, his Nazi par-
ty grew significantly after that. The thwarted coup in
Germany could have many repercussions in the near
future, the most prominent of which can be explained
in the following: Tightening control over extremists and
preventing their possession of weapons: There were
calls to monitor supporters of the far-right to ensure
their adherence to the law, and the German Minister of
the Interior, Nancy Wesser, came out to stress that the
government must do better to combat the violence of the
extreme right, and to prevent its possession of weapons,
especially within army and police.

—The writer is International Relations & Diplomacy

Conundrum

Syed Nasir Hassan

Washington’s unwanted pres-
ence in Asia is hindering the re-
gion’s growth creating econom-
ic and structural fissures. U.S.
needs to reassess its diplomatic

orientation or may shift it to
collaboration rather containment

for global peace to prevail

eography plays an

important role in

the faith of nation
then comes the leadership
which steers that faith and
great powers are those who
have both. Great powers of
today’s world were empires
of the past. Many proceed-
ed into becoming global he-
gemons and rests were laid
in the ranks of those upon
which great power competi-
tion is beingplayed. Taiwan
is one such piece of land,
blessed with geography,
bloomed under anempire,
shined under a nation state
and now a captive of great
power competition. While
one claims it to be its in-
tegral part, other exploits
it to settle its global polit-
ical feuds. For many the
strategic brawl over Taiwan
is a matter of recent times
however, it dates backs 20th
century when at the end
of decades long cold war,
Communists won in China
and US backed nationalists
fled to Taiwan forming an
independent government.
Washington signed a se-
curity pact with Taiwan in
1950 with an objective of
backingnationalists and re-
fused to acknowledge the
People’s Republic of China
(PRC). However, in 1972,
US played a diplomatic card
by recognizing Peoples Re-
public of China and Taiwan
as an integral part of PRC
ending its official relations
with Taiwan but at the same
time it introduced Taiwan
relations act to continue
its relations with Taiwan at
the same time. Since then,
Washington played a signifi-
cantly played a passive role
by economic and arms as-
sistance to Taiwan through
mutual trade. The econom-
ic importance of Taiwan can
also not to be neglected
between Washington and
Beijing perhaps it remains
one of main contentious ele-
ment in this strategic brawl
between the two powers.
US was having its tech rev-
olution in late 1970-80s and
hence required electronics
and IT manufacturing equip-
ment which is Taiwan’s jew-
el in the crown. The trade
volume between the two has
increased since then mak-
ing US Taiwan’s biggest im-
porter of chips and electronic
material. Taiwan’s export to
US were around $16billion
in 1985 which skyrocketed
to $77hillion in 2021. Taiwan
is China’s 6th and US’ 10th
largest trade partner howev-
er; this trade stats is more
invariably dependent on the
chip mine Taiwan is sitting
on henceforth none can give
up on Taiwan for both stra-
tegic and economic reasons.
The recent geo-political
events have made Taiwan a
hot bed for next geopolitical

fracas between Washington
and Beijing. The camps
were set when presidents
of both countries resorted
toaggressive statements re-
garding Taiwan.Both coun-
tries have their own vested
interests in Taiwan how-
ever China’s legal claims
over Taiwan have historical
ground which confines this
issue as China’s internal
battle,whereas Washington
finds it as an opportunity to
militarily and diplomatically
noose around Beijing.

The recent three-hour long
meeting between supre-
mos of Washington and
Beijjing in Bali remains of
key importance as it might
have been a positive step
towards mending bridges.
But Taiwan would remain a
key hindrance between the
two because of the contra-
ry approaches of both the
countries towards Taiwan.
A possibility of use of kinet-
ic means to reclaim Taiwan
could have been ruled out if
president Xi would not have
hinted towards it, after be-
ing re-elected in 20th CPC
conference. Reclaiming Tai-
wan through armed aggres-
sion is a difficult choice for
mainland China to make and
handle one. The outcome of
armed approach towards
reclaiming Taiwan would
engulf world into serious
global crisis and may put
it into conflict. Apart from
economic loss, human cost
of the conflict, depending
upon the intensity, would be
disastrous. The risk of harm
would increase if the conflict
spread, and the U.S. or oth-
er countries joined.Beijing’s
kinetic steps towards will
be met with collaborative
response from U.S., and its
allies in Asia pacific includ-
ing Japan, Australia, India.
The geographical location of
Taiwan would pull response
from other countries as well.
Japan may respond if a vio-
lent attack resulteffecting
Japan’s exclusive economic
zone and its territorial sover-
eignty. There are nations in
the area that are at odds with
China who would become
part of the conflict making
it global. It is time that U.S.
reconsiders its global strate-
gic attitude and its policy of
unnecessary interventionism
which had always put global
peace at stake.Moreover,
it needs to revisit its Asia
pacific policy because the
existing one is taking the
world on a collusion course.
Washington’s unwanted
presence in Asia is hinder-
ing the region’s growth cre-
ating economic and struc-
tural fissures. U.S. needs
to reassess its diplomatic
orientation or may shift
it to collaboration rather
containment for global
peace to prevail.
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CTD Police
compound

From Pace 01
CTD compound have re-
portedly snatched guns
from security guards late
on Sunday evening and
made hostages all of se-
curity forces personnel
including an officer of
armed forces. As a result
of primary encounter, one
policeman was killed and
three other personnel of
security forces including
a Captain injured. Since
Sunday evening, there ex-
ists curfew like situation
in almost Cantonment
areas of Bannu, adjacent
to North Waziristan. The
compound is surrounded
by heavy contingents of
military, para military and
police personnel. All roads
and routes in the area have
been closed for traffic
and pedestrians as well.
University administration
announced postponing of
Examinations whereas all
educational institutions
in cantonment areas also
shuttered. The civilians
residing in cantonment
are being directed “not to
come out,” or “remain in-
side homes.”

The militants soon after
disarming and converting
the security forces person-
nel as hostages, demanded
safe passage to Afghan-
istan but from Monday
morning they asking for
giving them opportunities
to enter North or South
Waziristan. The banned
TTP through a statement
confirmed militant’s asso-
ciation with it and asked
the government to let
them to move and enter
Waziristan region. The mil-
itants who have occupied
the CTD Police Station
Compound stated from 20
to 25 whereas civilians,
locked for interrogation
purposes are also stated
around 10 in strength. The
militants as well as the ci-
vilians are sharing video
message, demanding of
the government for giving
safe passage to them.
Bannu facing this situa-
tion for second time in
last one decade. On the
mid night between April
14th and 15th ( in early
hours of April 15th Sun-
day), the militants broke
away main gate of Bannu
Jail and released 384 in-
mates including 150 hard
core militants like suicide
bombers. Amongst the
released persons Adnan
Rashid, ex-Pakistan Air
Force employee charged
for involvement in murder
attempt against ex-mili-
tary chief and President
Pervez Musharaf. Disap-
pearance of Adnan Rashid
is still a mystery.

‘Codal
limitations’
stopping...

From Pack 01

On one occasion in the
presence of several PTI
ministers, the sources
close to the retired gener-
al said, the former army
chief reportedly warned
Imran Khan against his
wish of fixing all his op-
ponents as well as many
of his own party leaders.
These sources, however,
confirm that Gen (retd)
Bajwa had been advising
the former prime minis-
ter to focus on economy
instead of his opposition.
During his government,
Imran Khan himself has
been heard complaining
about the fear of NAB and
its negative impact on
economy and civilian bu-
reaucracy. But his urge to
fix the opposition did not
let him reform the NAB.
General (retd) Bajwa is
mostly blamed for keenly
pursuing what is gener-
ally referred to as “Im-
ran Khan project.” It is
alleged by Khan’s oppo-
nents and many media
commentators that the
establishment initiated
supporting Imran Khan
almost a decade back.

Imran
victim of
his own...

FroMm Pace 01
taken any step to serve
the people,” he pointed
out. “The Pakistani na-
tion has now recognised
his true face, the biggest
proof of which is the re-
cent Kashmir elections.
Despite its government,
the PTI could not get 30
percent seats,” he added.

High Court rules Rwanda
deportation plan legal

Britain’s ruling Conservative Party has made a priority of the Brexit
promises of tackling immigration and control of the country’s borders

DNA

LONDON: The High Court in Lon-
don has today ruled the British
government’s plan to send asylum
seekers to Rwanda is legal.

In April, the UK struck a deal with
Kigali, aiming to send tens of thou-
sands of migrants arriving on its
shores to Rwanda. However, no
deportation has yet taken place
because of legal challenges - and
this may remain the case should
there be further appeals.
Announcing the court’s decision,
Judge Clive Lewis said it was lawful
for Britain to make arrangements
with the Rwanda government to
send asylum seekers to the coun-
try for their asylum claims to be
determined there.

“The (British) government has
made arrangements with the gov-
ernment of Rwanda which are
intended to ensure that asylum
claims of people relocated to Rwan-
da are properly determined there,”
the judge said. “In those circum-
stances, the relocation of asylum

seekers to Rwanda is consistent
with the Refugee Convention and
with the statutory and other legal
obligations on the government, in-
cluding the obligation imposed by
the Human Rights Act 1998.”

But the High Court added that the
country’s former interior minister
had failed to consider properly the
individual circumstances of eight
individual asylum-seekers who had
challenged the policy. Those cases
must be reconsidered, he said.
The decision has been welcomed
by the government in Kigali. “We
welcome this decision and are
ready to offer asylum seekers and
migrants the opportunity to build
a new life in Rwanda,” government
spokeswoman Yolande Makolo
told AFP, calling it a “positive”
step to solve the global migration
crisis. The first planned deporta-
tion flight was blocked in June by
a last-minute injunction from the
European Court of Human Rights
(ECHR), and the strategy’s lawful-
ness was subsequently challenged
by a judicial review at London’s
High Court. The government’s

victory on Monday does not mean
that flights can take off straight
away because there may be a fur-
ther appeal in the British courts.
The ECHR injunction imposed
during the summer prevents any
immediate deportations until the
conclusion of legal action in the
United Kingdom.

All this comes at a time when ille-
gal crossings of the English Chan-
nel have reached record levels,
and Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
has staked his political credibility
on stopping the arrivals in small
boats. Britain’s ruling Conserva-
tive Party has made a priority of
the Brexit promises of tackling
immigration and control of the
country’s borders.

Sunak has said he wants to restart
flights to Rwanda, despite oppo-
sition from politicians across all
main parties, as well as the United
Nations. The prime minister is un-
der growing pressure from his own
members of parliament and the
public, with figures showing around
45,000 people have arrived in small
vessels on English shores this year,

compared to 28,526 in 2021. Four
migrants, including a teenager, died
attempting the crossing last week.
In November 2021, 27 migrants
perished when their small boat cap-
sized trying to make the journey.

The UK and France have vowed
to intensify a drive to stop the
dangerous journeys, with only
limited success. Many migrants
have travelled from Afghanistan,
Iran, or other countries suffering
war or repression to travel across
Europe. Increasing numbers this
year have come from Albania -
which the UK insists is a “funda-
mentally safe country” - prompt-
ing calls for a clampdown on
criminal people-smuggling gangs.
Lawyers acting for asylum seekers
from countries including Syria,
Sudan, and Iraq, as well as char-
ities and Border Force staff told
the High Court in hearings this
year that the government’s Rwan-
da policy was inhumane and does
not comply with human rights con-
ventions. They said that Rwanda,
whose own human rights record is
under scrutiny, does not have the

capacity to process the claims, and
there is a risk some migrants could
be returned to countries from
which they had fled, citing con-
cern raised by government officials
themselves. Government lawyers
argued that the agreement with
Rwanda ensured that those who
would be deported there would
have a “safe and efficient” refugee
status determination procedure.
Britain says the Rwanda deporta-
tion strategy will help deter mi-
grants from making the perilous
trip across the English Channel
and will smash the business mod-
el of people-smuggling networks.
Supporters of the Rwanda deal say
that sending migrants to the coun-
try will reduce overcrowding in
processing centres and give gen-
uine refugees a home. Under the
agreement with Rwanda, anyone
judged to have entered Britain il-
legally is eligible for deportation,
with the exception of unaccompa-
nied children. Deportees granted
protection by Kigali would be eligi-
ble to live there but would not be
permitted to return to Britain.

Messrt’s royal Arab robe
draws undeserved backlash

DOHA: Gary Lineker and Pablo Zabaleta were astounded by
the sight of Lionel Messi, resplendent in a sheer black robe,
triumphantly hoisting the World Cup aloft. Argentina captain
Messi scored twice in the dramatic 3-3 draw with France be-
fore his side triumphed on penalties to finally win football’s
ultimate prize at age 35. At the trophy presentation, he was
offered a bisht, a traditional Arab cloak, to wear by the emir
of Qatar. Messi allowed the emir to place the robe around
his shoulders before taking the
trophy from FIFA President
Gianni Infantino and lifting it
in front of his ecstatic team-
mates. BBC presenter Lineker
felt the decision spoiled what
should have been a “magic
moment.” The former England [
striker said: “This is a magic s
moment. It seems a shame
that they’ve covered up Messi
in his Argentina shirt.” Ex-Ar-
gentina defender Zabaleta
agreed, saying on BBC One:
“Just why? No reason to do
that.” FIFA has been asked to
comment by the PA news agen-
cy. The emir, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, wrote .
on Twitter: “I congratulate the Argentine national team for
winning the Qatar World Cup 2022, and the French national
team ... and I thank all the teams for their outstanding play,
and the fans who enthusiastically encouraged them.

“In conclusion, we have fulfilled our promise to organize an
exceptional championship from the Arab countries, which
provided an opportunity for the peoples of the world to
learn about the richness of our culture and the originality
of our values.” Dr. Mustafa Baig, a lecturer in Islamic Stud-
ies at the University of Exeter, told PA that the bisht is a

formal robe worn by royalty, dignitaries, grooms on their
wedding day and graduates at graduation ceremonies.

“So only a select few people would wear the best,” he
said. Baig said about Messi wearing the garment: “They
honored him by putting it over his shoulders. “It’s like a
mark of honor and just kind of a cultural welcoming and
acceptance.” Baig said it is also representative of Qatar’s
national dress - but only on important occasions. “And
this is a top occasion. I mean,
there’s probably no bigger oc-
casion, so they put it on him
as a mark of honor,” he said.
Baig said he saw it as “an em-
brace by Messi of the local
culture,” adding that it was “a
pretty cool thing” for Qatar
to do and “smart thinking”
on their behalf. The bisht is a
long cloak made out of light,
often sheer, material with
trimming made out of real
gold that is worn over a white
thobe. Primarily worn in the
Gulf, it is a garment that has
been worn for centuries dur-
ing special occasions. It is
viewed as a sign of apprecia-
tion and respect and is typically worn by top officials such
as politicians, sheikhs and other high-status individuals.
Mustafa Baig, a lecturer in Islamic studies at the Universi-
ty of Exeter, told the dpa news agency that the bisht is a
formal robe worn by royalty, dignitaries, grooms on their
wedding day, and graduates at graduation ceremonies.

“So only a select few people would actually wear the bisht,”
he said. “They basically honoured him [Messi] by putting it
over his shoulders. It’s like a mark of honour, and just kind
of a cultural welcoming and a cultural acceptance.” - DNA

"The Greatest': Messi
and Argentina the
toast of world media

DOHA: Legendary, greatest, immortal: News media across
the planet ran out of superlatives after Lionel Messi led
Argentina to victory in one of the most dramatic World
Cup finals ever. The thrilling penalty-shootout win over
France gave La Albiceleste their first World Cup since na-
tional hero Diego Maradona guided them to the 1986 title.
And it sparked an explosion of joy in Argentina, where the
media saluted the nation's latest generation of World Cup
heroes, and their talisman Messi. Images of him holding
the trophy aloft and the team's celebrations adorned news
websites and social media feeds in Argentina. Messi's Ar-
gentina had won "the greatest final in history", said the dai-
ly La Nacion, while Clarin described it as an "unforgetta-
ble" match. The sports daily Ole's homepage was splashed
with "We are world champions!" The final was billed as
a titanic showdown between Messi and French superstar
Kylian Mbappe, and it did not disappoint the neutrals.
While Messi scored from the spot twice to put Argentina
in the lead, Mbappe inspired the French fightback with a
hat-trick to take the final to penalties. - Agencies

Countries seal deal
to protect nature

NEW YORK: Countries have reached
a landmark agreement at a marathon
United Nations biodiversity summit to
protect the world’s land and oceans and
provide critical financing to save biodi-
versity in the developing world despite
objections from some African countries.
The chair of the COP15 nature summit,
Chinese Environment Minister Huang
Rungqiu, declared the deal adopted at a
plenary session in Montreal on Monday
and struck his gavel, sparking loud ap-
plause from assembled delegates. The
most significant part of the deal is a
commitment to protect 30 percent of
land and water considered important
for biodiversity by 2030. Currently, 17
percent of terrestrial and 10 percent of
marine areas are protected.

“There has never been a conserva-
tion goal globally at this scale,” Brian

O’Donnell, director of the conser-
vation group Campaign for Nature,
told reporters. “This puts us within
a chance of safeguarding biodiversity
from collapse... We’re now within the
range that scientists think can make a
marked difference in biodiversity.”

A representative from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) earlier
objected to the text, raising concerns
about developed nations’ responsibil-
ity for funding conservation in devel-
oping countries. “The parties which
are developed nations should provide
resources to parties which are devel-
oping,” the DRC’s representative said
through a translator. A representative
from Cameroon said via a translator:
“What we saw was a force of hand.”

The draft also calls for raising $200bn
by 2030 for biodiversity from a range

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Basketball Federation (PBBF) be-
comes an active affiliated unit of Pakistan Sports Board af-
ter the approval of PSB Board Meeting in line with PSB
Rules 2022. According to the details, the decision was tak-
en in the 26th Board meeting held under the chairman-
ship of Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination
(IPC)/President, Pakistan Sports Board, Ehsan ur Rehman
Mazari. The promotion of basketball in the country was also
discussed in the meeting which recently held at Islamabad.
Under the leadership of its _ President, Brigadier (R)
Muhammad Iftikhar Man- soor and Secretary Gener-
al, Khalid Bashir, PBBF are playing vital role for
the promotion of basket- ball in the country which
is also affiliated with Pakistan Olympic As-
sociation (POA) ognised
by I0OC, Inter-
national Basket-
ball Federa- tion (FIBA)
and FIBA Asia. PBBF organised
mens and womens events in
the recent & past and contem-
plating  to g organise back to
back basket- | ball tournaments
in  coming months.  After

the approval PAKISTAN and formly noti-
fied by Pakistan BASKETBALL Sports Board, Pa-
kistan Basketball FEDERATION Federation is the

only representa- tive organization
at national and international level that can take all kinds
of measures for the development of basketball, Said Paki-
stan Basketball Federation spokesperson added that the
department and division must also take permission from
the federation to organize basketball competitions in the
country. It is also mention that under the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) agreement, the federal gov-
ernment and PSB recognized only those national sports
federations which are affiliated with their world bodies.

of sources and working to phase out or
reform subsidies that could provide an-
other $500bn for nature. As part of the
financing package, the framework calls
for increasing to at least $20bn annu-
ally by 2025 the money that goes to
poor countries — or about double what
is currently provided. That number
would increase to $30bn each year by
2030. Some advocates wanted tougher
language around subsidies that make
food and fuel so cheap in many parts of
the world. The document only calls for
identifying subsidies by 2025 that can
be reformed or phased out, and work-
ing to reduce them by 2030.

“The new text is a mixed bag,” An-
drew Deutz, director of global policy,
institutions and conservation finance
for The Nature Conservancy, said.
“It contains some strong signals on
finance and biodiversity but it fails
to advance beyond the targets of 10
years ago in terms of addressing driv-
ers of biodiversity loss in productive
sectors like agriculture, fisheries, and
infrastructure and thus still risks be-
ing fully transformational.” - APP

The victory set off a wave of euphoria across Argentina, where people have been
struggling with an economic crisis and inflation at nearly 100 percent this year

DNA

BUENOS AIRES: Football is more
than a game, they say. On Sunday,
that truism came alive in the heart
of Buenos Aires. It was visible on
the faces of the young men and
women whooping from atop traffic
lights, in dancing little girls with
the nation’s flags painted on their
cheeks, and in elderly men fighting
back tears. In the embraces be-
tween strangers. The anthems that
hovered over the city. The simulta-
neous pulsating of a sea of people
to the drums of victory. Football is
hope, and hope is contagious.

Argentina’s hardfought World Cup
win over France in Qatar has trig-
gered an outpouring of emotions
in the South American country. Joy
and relief are competing with deep
gratitude to the national team led
by Lionel Messi who was finally
able to hoist the one coveted tro-
phy that had eluded him. It was
Argentina’s first World Cup victory
since 1986 when Diego Maradona
led the country to glory. “Bien, Ar-

gentina, bien,” one man said quiet-
ly to himself, as he looked around
at the throngs descending on the
Obelisco de Buenos Aires - the
capital’s iconic landmark - to cel-
ebrate the victory.

“It really is a sensation like no
other,” said Marilé Oviedo, 32.
“It’s happiness. That’s what it
is.” Tens of thousands of people

flowed through the arteries of
the nation’s capital towards the
obelisk, chanting, singing, jump-
ing and dancing under giant flags
stretched across the width of en-
tire avenues. Anthems reverber-
ated off the ornate balconies of
Sante Fe Avenue, paying homage
to Messi and the spirit of Marado-
na - who passed away two years

ago — who many believe was look-
ing down upon them today.

“Soy Argentino! Es un sentimien-
to que no puedo parar!” they sang.
“I'm Argentinian! It’s a feeling I
can’t contain.” The World Cup fi-
nal was as dramatic as they come.
Argentina dominated play for most
of the regulation 90 minutes, until
French phenom Kylian Mbappé

sunk two goals within a minute
to draw his side level. A thrilling
period of extra time followed, in
which each side managed to score
a goal, leading to the excruciating
penalty kicks and the brilliance of
Argentina keeper Emiliano “Dibu”
Martinez in stopping two shots.
Messi had said before the tour-
nament that this would be his last
World Cup, although after this vic-
tory he told an Argentinian media
outlet that he wasn’t done with the
national squad just yet. The victory
set off a wave of euphoria across
Argentina, where people have been
struggling with an economic crisis
and inflation at nearly 100 percent
this year. The World Cup was, for
many, a necessary reprieve from an
otherwise brutal 2022 that had left
people disillusioned and exhausted.
Near the obelisk, people climbed
on top of bus shelters, scaled the
foliage of a giant BA sign, set off
firecrackers and sung the de fac-
to Argentina World Cup anthem,
Muchachos, Ahora Nos Volvimos
a Ilusionar (Boys, now we're ex-
cited again) on loop.

Opp. submits
no-trust
motion...

From Pace 01
vis-a-vis PTI  Chairman
Imran Khan’s announced
maneuver that he would dis-
solve the Punjab Assembly
on December 23. The meet-
ing’s participants pondered
over different options to
form PML-N government in
largest province of the coun-
try. The party sources said
that the higher leadership
of the Nawaz League direct-
ed its Members of Punjab
Assembly to immediately
reach Lahore. The PML-N
lawmakers have also been
instructed to keep in touch
with the party leadership all
the time. Sources further
revealed that the PML-N
leadership directed mem-
bers of its allied parties and
independent Members of
Punjab Assembly to reach
Lahore. There is possibility
that the governor would ask
the chief minister to take
vote of confidence. Sourc-
es said that the opposition
might also submit the no-con-
fidence motion against the
chief minister. Whether it’s
submission of no-trust mo-
tion or the move by the gover-
nor to ask the chief minister
to take vote of confidence,
the PML-N MPAs have been
directed to stay in Lahore
till further orders. After the
conclusion of the meeting,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif left for Islamabad.
The meeting was attended
by Federal Minister Ahson
Igbal, Tariq Basheer Chee-
ma, AzmaBokhari, Khalil
Tahir Sindhu and others.
Separately, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also held
a meeting with his advisor
Aun Chaudhry. They dis-
cussed political situation
prevalent in Punjab.

Imran
Khan slams
govt over...

From PacGe 01

part is that this increas-
ing terrorist threat [and]
attacks from across our
Western border are finding
no space in the discourse
of this government of a ca-
bal of crooks,” the former
prime minister wrote refer-
ring to the unfortunate inci-
dent. He went on to say that
the Pakistan Democratic
Movement-led government
is only interested in their
NRO II and its preservation.
“Therefore, despite the
economy tanking they are
petrified of holding elec-
tions which is the only way
to stabilise the economy
through political stabilisa-
tion,” he said renewing his
demand for fresh elections.
In yet another hard-hit-
ting statement against the
former army chief, PTI
Chairman Imran Khan on
Monday said that General
(retd) QamarJavedBajwa
was “solely responsible for
the country’s prevailing po-
litical and economic crises”
— including his ouster from
power in April this year.
Speaking to foreign cor-
respondents at his Zaman
Park residence in Lahore,
the former premier alleged
that Gen (retd) Bajwa was
controlling the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB).
He claimed that the former
army chief granted NRO —
relief in corruption cases
— to the incumbent rulers
despite his opposition.

The ex-PM claimed that in-
itially, Gen (retd) Bajwa did
not oppose his anti-corrup-
tion drive to hold culprits
accountable “but eventually
asked me to focus on the
economy and to move away
from accountability”.

Dutch PM
apologises for
250 years

of slavery

THE HAGUE: Dutch Prime
Minister Mark Rutte on
Monday officially apolo-
gised for 250 years of the
Netherlands’ involvement
in slavery, calling it a “crime
against humanity”.

The apology comes almost
150 years after the end of
slavery in the FEuropean
country’s overseas colonies,
which included Suriname
and islands like Curacao and
Aruba in the Caribbean and
Indonesia in the East.
“Today on behalf of the
Dutch government, I apolo-
gise for the past actions of
the Dutch state,” Rutte said
in a speech in The Hague.
“We, living in the here
and now, can only recog-
nise and condemn slavery
in the clearest terms as a
crime against humanity,”
he said. Dutch ministers
have travelled to seven
former colonies in South
America and the Caribbe-
an for the event. - APP
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Thai navy
searches for
sailors after
vessel sinks

BANGKOK:Thai  military
frigates and helicopters
were on Monday searching
for 31 sailors after a naval
vessel sank, with dozens of
others having been hauled
from choppy waters. The
HTMS Sukhothai capsized
late on Sunday night as it
was patrolling the Gulf of
Thailand, about 37 kilo-
metres (22 miles) off the
nation’s southeastern coast.
Some sailors survived by
jumping into a life raft at
night, according to images
shared by the Royal Thai
Navy, which said 75 people
had been rescued.

However, 31 sailors were
still missing on Monday af-
ternoon, according to navy
spokesperson Admiral Pog-
krong Montradpalin.

The search and rescue oper-
ation involved two Seahawk
helicopters, two frigates
and one amphibious ship,
according to a navy state-
ment. A statement from the
Royal Thai Air Force later
Monday said they were also
assisting in the operation,
without giving details.
Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-Cha said the cause
of the incident was being
investigated. “I am follow-
ing the news closely, about
five people are seriously in-
jured,” he added in a state-
ment.—APP

Sweden blocks
extradition

of FETO
member

STOCKHOLM: Sweden’s
top court on Monday reject-
ed a request to extradite a
terror suspect wanted by

Kyrgyzstan wants enhanced
trade relations with Pakistan

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Ulan-
bek Totuiaev, Ambassador
of Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan
said that his country wants
enhanced trade relations
with Pakistan as both coun-
tries have good potential to
do trade in many items. He
said that Kyrgyzstan export-
ed 3000 ton coal this year
to Pakistan and being a rich
country in natural resourc-
es, can supply more items
to Pakistan. He said that
Pakistan can export many

products to Kyrgyzstan in-
cluding  pharmaceuticals,
textiles, agricultural prod-
ucts. He said that Pakistani
mangoes and citrus have
also great potential in Kyr-
gyzstan. He said that Kyr-
gyzstan is importing marble
from India and Pakistani
marble exporters have a
good opportunity to capture
the market in Kyrgyzstan.
He said this while address-
ing the business community
during his visit to Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI).

The Kyrgyz Envoy said that

a Kyrgyzstan House would
be opened in Lahore next to
display the Kyrgyz products
for Pakistani consumers.
He said that a China-Kyr-
gyzstan-Uzbekistan railway
project would be extend-
ed to Peshawar through
Afghanistan in future that
would help in boosting
trade relations. He said that
an investment summit would
be held in Kyrgyzstan in Jan-
uary or February next year
and stressed that Pakistani
investors should participate
in it to explore business and
investment opportunities in

his country. He said that ICCI
should form a delegation for
Kyrgyzstan and assured that
his embassy would provide
cooperation in facilitating
its visit.Speaking at the
occasion, Engr. Muham-
mad Zafar ul Islam Zafar,
Vice President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry said that Pa-
kistan and Kyrgyzstan are
enjoying cordial relations,
but their bilateral trade
of around US$ 8-9 million
is much below the actual
potential of both coun-
tries. He said that both

countries are doing trade
in limited items and they
should focus on diversifi-
cation of trade to achieve
better results. He said
that Pakistan can provide
easy access to Kyrgyzstan
through its port to many
world markets. He said
that the Kyrgyzstan em-
bassy should share a list
of potential areas for busi-
ness and investment for
Pakistan in Kyrgyzstan so
that ICCI can form a del-
egation for Kyrgyzstan to
take advantage of them.
Zafar Bakhtawari, Zahid

MOSCOW: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Mon-
day signed into law a bill
banning foreign citizens and
stateless people from pro-
viding surrogacy services
in the country. “For Russian
citizens who are married, as
well as single women, this
opportunity remains. The
ban will not apply to cases
where a Russian citizen is in
a registered marriage with a
foreigner,” the State Duma,
lower house of the parlia-
ment, said in a statement.
It also added that a child
born in Russia by a sur
rogate mother who has
entered into a surrogacy
agreement with potential
parents or a single woman
will be able to acquire Rus-
sian citizenship by birth.
The State Duma previously

announced on Dec. 8 that

Muhammad
Ahmed, Amir Hamza,
Javed Igbal, Hamayun
Kabir, Maqgsood Tabish,
Khalid Chaudhry, Syed
Adil Anis, Ch. Ashraf
Farzand and others also
spoke at the occasion
and shared useful ideas
to further improve bilat-
eral business and invest-
ment relations between
Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan.
They stressed for direct
road, railway and air links
between Pakistan and
Kyrgyzstan to improve
trade relations.

Magbool,

Pakistan

benefited

PM Anwar wins
vote of confidence

lawmakers adopted the bill
in the second and third read-
ings.—DNA

Russia, China
to conduct
joint naval

exercise

MOSCOW: Russia and Chi-
na will conduct a joint naval
exercise, dubbed Naval In-
teraction-2022, in the East
China Sea on Dec. 21-27,
the Russian Defense Minis-
try said on Monday.

“The main goal of the exer-
cise is to strengthen naval
cooperation between the
Russian Federation and the
People’s Republic of China
and maintain peace and sta-
bility in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion,” the Russian Defense
Ministry statement said on
Telegram. According to the
statement, joint missile and
artillery firing against air
targets will be conducted
by the two navies, in addi-
tion to artillery firing at sea

KUALA LUMPUR: Malay-
sia’s Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim won a vote of confi-
dence on Monday, weeks af-
ter being appointed as chief
executive by the country’s
king. Deputy Prime Minister
Fadillah Yusof had moved the
motion which was passed

Tiirkiye, saying the crime
the person is alleged to
have committed is “not
criminalized” in the Scan-
dinavian country. In a state-
ment, the Supreme Court
said that there were “obsta-
cles to extradition because

targets and practicing joint
anti-submarine maneuvers.

“The Russian Navy at the
exercise will be represented
by the flagship of the Pacific
Fleet of the Order of Nakh-
imov, the guards missile
cruiser Varyag, the frigate

numerously from BRI

BEIJING: “The Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) and
China-Pakistan ~ Economic
Corridor (CPEC) have signif-
icant international influence

momentum and make new
and greater contributions to
the high-quality development
of Sino-Pakistan ties. Luo Lin,
Director of Secretariat of Inter-

als cooperation, China-Pa-
kistan economy and trade,
and Pakistan hot issues. The
special assistant has studied
in China for many years and

cent years, Jiangxi has contin-
uously expanded cooperation
and exchanges with Pakistan
in the implementation of the
BRI, and achieved fruitful re-

it is a matter of so-called
political crimes, i.e. crimes
that are directed against the
state and that are political
in nature.” The court did
not name the suspect in line
with Swedish policy.
However, the Swedish news
agency TT said the sus-
pect was Biilent Kenes and
that Ankara claims he was
a member of the Giilen-
ist Terror Group (FETO),
which was responsible for
the failed coup attempt in
Tiirkiye in 2016.

Kenes, 55, who has asylum
in Sweden, was the editor
of the English-language
Today’s Zaman newspaper,
which was owned by the

and can effectively help de-
veloping countries promote
infrastructure construction
and economic development.
Pakistan is the biggest bene-
ficiary of BRI,” said Zafarud-
din Mahmood, Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, according to Gwa-
dar Pro on Monday Zafarud-
din Mahmood gave remarks
at the high-end academic
forum on Sino-Pakistan ties.
The forum was hosted online
and offline by Jiangxi Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology (JXUST). The forum
focused on CPEC, China-Pa-
kistan language, culture, and
education cooperation, Chi-
na-Pakistan nonferrous met-

claims himself a “Chinamade
student”. He stated at the fo-
rum’s opening ceremony that
BRI, the Global Development
Initiative, and the Global Se-
curity Initiative are all very
important and have the poten-
tial to make the world a better
place in the next 100 years. He
specifically affirmed the “2+2”
talent training model jointly
established by JXUST and
the University of Punjab, and
expressed his expectation that
future exchanges and cooper-
ation between the two parties
would be strengthened. In his
welcome remarks, Wen Herui,
President of JXUST, expressed
his optimism for the forum as
an opportunity to build on the

national and Regional Studies
of the Ministry of Education
of China, highlighted that
“China and Pakistan have
supported and forged ahead
with each other in the face
of changes and chaos in the
world, which demonstrates
our unwavering friendship.”
He expressed support to
the Pakistan Studies Center
of JXUST for its efforts to
strengthen liaison with var-
ious parties and build a dis-
tinctive think tank platform
by combining the university’s
superior disciplines.

Tu Anbo, Vice President of the
Jiangxi People’s Association
for Friendship with Foreign
Countries, explained that in re-

sults in the areas of CPEC con-
struction, the fight against the
epidemic, economy and trade,
education and culture. He
said the association is willing
to work with other parties to
expand Sino-Pak cooperation
mechanisms and platforms,
promote the of establishment
Sino-Pak sister cities, schools
and hospitals, and add new
impetus to the building of an
even closer Sino-Pak commu-
nity with a shared future in
the new era. In his closing re-
marks, Liu Chengsheng, Sec-
retary of the CPC Committee
of School of Foreign Languag-
es at JXUST, proposed to hold
similar forums on a regular ba-
sis in the future—DNA

through a voice vote after at
least two hours of debate.

"

“The voice vote is a testimony that 148 or 2/3 of 222
MPs (members of parliament) support Anwar Ibrahim as
prime minister. Let’s move on,” Digital Communications
Minister Fahmi Fadzil told reporters after the parliament
sitting. Anwar needed at least 112 votes. Earlier today,
in its first sitting, the Malaysian parliament elected its
new speaker. Johari Abdul was elected the new speaker
of the parliament, locally known as Dewan Rakyat, replac-
ing Azhar Azizan Harun. Johari’s name was proposed by
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim which was supported by
deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi. Today’s sit-
ting of the 222-seat parliament also administered oaths
to the newly elected lawmakers. A reformist leader, An-
war, 75, is leading the unity government, formed among
his Alliance of Hope or Pakatan Harapan (PH), National
Front, or Barisan Nasional (BN) and Sarawak Parties Alli-
ance or Gabungan Parti Sarawak (GPS). Malaysia held its
15th general elections on Nov. 19 which threw up a hung

Marshal Shaposhnikov, the
corvettes of project 20380
Hero of the Russian Feder-
ation Aldar Tsydenzhapov
and Sovershennyy,” the
Russian Defense Ministry
further said.

The statement added that
two destroyers, two patrol
ships, an integrated supply
ship, and a diesel submarine
will be involved in the exer-
cise from the Chinese side.
The two countries have
been holding the annual
“Naval Interaction” exer-
cise since 2012.— Agencies

Twitter users

vote in favor
of ousting

parliament of 222 seats.—Agencies

terrorist group linked to
U.S.based Fetullah Gdilen.

It was closed down as part
of a government crackdown
on the group after the coup
attempt. NATO member
Tiirkiye has been holding up
bids by Sweden and Finland
to join the military alliance,
pressing for the two Nordic
countries to crack down
on terrorist groups and ex-
tradite suspects wanted in
Tiirkiye. When Sweden and
Finland dropped their long-
standing policies of military
nonalignment and applied for
NATO membership in May,
following Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdo an
promptly said his country
would not accept them and
accused the two Nordic
countries of turning a blind
eye to terrorism.—APP

Vietnam
reports
408 new

COVID-19

cases

HANOI :Vietnam recorded
408 new COVID-19 cases on
Saturday, down 88 from Fri-
day, according to the coun-
try’s Ministry of Health.

All the new cases were lo-
cally transmitted, said the
ministry. The new infec-
tions brought the total tally
to 11,520,445. The South-
east Asian country report-
ed no new deaths from the
pandemic on Saturday, with
the total fatalities staying at
43,178. As of Saturday, 68
severe cases were in need
of assisted breathing and
10,609,573 COVID-19 pa-
tients, or over 92 percent
of the total infections,
have recovered, accord-
ing to the ministry.
Nearly 264.9 million doses
of COVID-19 vaccines have
been administered in the
country, including over
223.1 million shots on peo-
ple aged 18 and above, said
the ministry.—APP

EU Commission proposes
stronger rules to fight

human trafficking

BRUSSELS: The European Commission on Monday pro-
posed to strengthen the rules that prevent and combat
human trafficking. Every year over 7,000 people become
victims of human trafficking in the EU, a commission state-
ment said, adding that the figure can be higher due to many
undetected cases. The majority of victims are women and
girls but the share of male victims is also on the rise and
the yearly cost of human trafficking reaches 2.7 billion
($2.86 billion). Nothing that the forms of the exploitation
have evolved with the crime increasingly taking an online
dimension, the statement said: “This calls for new action
at EU level, as traffickers benefit from opportunities to re-
cruit, control, transport and exploit victims, as well as move
profits and reach out to users in the EU and beyond.”

The updated rules will include forced marriage and illegal
adoption among types of exploitation, human trafficking
offenses committed or facilitated through information and
communication technologies, including internet and social
media, mandatory sanctions for legal persons held account-
able for trafficking offenses, stepping up demand reduction,
and EU-wide annual data collection.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Narcotics Control, Nawabzada Shazain Bugti presenting a sou-
venir to Mohammed Bin Saeed Al-Qarni, Director General of Directorate of Narcotics Control of

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. - APP

i

Glohal financial system needs urgent reform

ForeigN DESk

ANKARA: Addressing climate emer-
gency worldwide, particularly in cli-
mate vulnerable countries, requires
an urgent and holistic overhaul of
global financial system amid the grow-
ing economic and social costs of inac-
tion, economists have told Turkish state
owned News agency. The voices are in-
creasing for a reform in global financial
system after Barbados Prime Minister
Mia Mottley has been vocal on the issue
under the Bridgetown Initiative at the
UN climate meeting COP27, which took
place in November in Egypt. The global
financial system is not delivering the re-
sources needed to respond to today’s
multiple crises and the Bridgetown In-
itiative proposes a transformative ac-
tion plan to change it with a systemic
reform.Developing countries, which
are the most vulnerable against the
impacts of climate crisis, want “access
to resources at the pace and scale
needed to relieve financial stress,
enable economic development and
address climate change,” according
to E3G, an environmental think tank.
Global South is complainant of the ap-

proach from developed countries as
they have been falling short of deliver-
ing the promised $100 billion climate
fund per year since 2020, while the
climate adaptation needs in the devel-
oping world are set to skyrocket to as
much as $340 billion a year by 2030,
according to the UN Environment Pro-
gram. “There is a huge gap in climate
finance. The global climate finance
need is estimated as $5 trillion a year,
while the global finance provided has
remained under $700 billion annually so
far,” Sibel Kulaksiz, a senior economist
at the World Bank, told Anadolu Agency
in an interview. A coordinated approach
from public and private finance sector
with financial institutions is critical to in-
crease the climate finance, according
to Kulaksiz “Global finance system
could be transformed but right invest-
ment choices should be determined
for reaching net zero, supported by
long term strategies and national cli-
mate plans. Without the necessary
climate investments and with the cur-
rent slow pace of measures, climate
change could cost the world economy
$8 trillion by 2050,” she said. The
economist further said 100 million
more people could live under pover-

ty threshold by 2030 and 216 million
more could be climate migrants by
2050. Cautioning that social and
economic costs will be much higher
if necessary actions are not taken, she
said a strengthened climate finance pok
icy could help reach the global climate
targets. Kulaksiz said the World Bank
aims to provide 35% of its total finance
for climate in the next five years. Accord-
ing to data, the World Bank’s climate fi-
nance stood at $26 billion in 2021 and
$31.7 billion in 2022. Maya Hennerkes,
green financial systems director at the
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD), said transition-
ing to net zero and resilient economies
in line with the goals of the Paris climate
deal requires scaled-up and accelerated
investments. “Public resources — signif-
icantly stretched by the multiple global
shocks - are falling significantly short
of the required levels. In this context,
private climate finance is essential in
driving innovation and climatecompat-
ible transition,” she said. Multilateral
Development Banks (MDBs) work
with developing countries on enabling
markets, catalyzing supportive policy
environments and mobilizing private
sector finance, while the condition for

success is a greening of the financial
systems, according to Hennerkes.

The greening of financial systems
needs to include robust and demon-
strable alignment of financial flows
and institutions with the goals of the
Paris Agreement, the strengthening
and full integration of climate finan-
cial risk considerations, and tailoring
scalable green and sustainable finance
interventions, she said. “Thus, such a
transformation (in financial system)
is possible and requires a holistic ap-
proach. We need all hands on deck,”
Hennerkes said, including regulators,
finance ministries, financial institu-
tions, and MDBs that will provide a
full circle support for a green transfor-
mation. Some finance sector players
are ready and some are getting ready
as they see the need for change in
the face of strong drivers, she said.
“Regulators are increasingly requir-
ing financial institutions to disclose
environmental including climate and
social risks, so banks are rewiring
their internal climate and environ-
mental, social and corporate govern-
ance (ESG) to be able to comply with
that, while investors are increasingly
requiring banks and funds to have

robust ESG strategies and manage-
ment systems in place,” Hennerkes
said, adding that consumer demand
for sustainable financial products is
also on the rise. According to Ebru
Dildar Edin, the chairperson of Busi-
ness Council for Sustainable Devel-
opment Tiirkiye, sustainable finance
has emerged as one of the significant
issues of the world as the impacts of
climate crisis are drastically growing.
“How to create adequate finance for
adaptation to climate change and to
reduce emissions is still a question
mark. We see that it is becoming
harder for countries to reach net zero
targets while the costs are increasing
and adequate finance cannot be creat-
ed,” she said, adding that the current
global economic crisis is adding to the
uncertainties. Thus, Edin said, sup-
porting finance sector with efficient
policies play key role in reducing the
uncertainties and accelerating the
transition to sustainable finance.
“Finance sector should add new roles
to the existing ones in avoiding the un-
certainties,” she said, stressing that
the required investment of up to $7
trillion to reach net zero is an oppor-
tunity to scale up progress.

Musk as CEO

NEW YORK: Apoll launched
by Twitter CEO Elon Musk
asking users whether he
should step down from his
position showed that more
than half of 17.5 million vot-
ers responded in favor of
the decision as it closed on
Monday.

About 57.5% of voters opted
for “Yes,” while 42.5% were
against the idea of Musk
quitting his CEO position.
There was no immediate
announcement from Twit-
ter, or Musk, about whether
that would happen, though
he said that he would abide
by the results.

Musk has clashed with some
users on multiple fronts and
on Sunday, he asked Twit-
ter users to decide if he
should stay in charge of the
social media platform after
acknowledging he made a
mistake in launching new
speech restrictions that
banned mentions of rival so-
cial media websites.

In yet another significant
policy change, Twitter had
announced that users will
no longer be able to link to
Facebook, Instagram, Mas-
todon and other platforms
the company described as
“prohibited.” But that de-
cision generated so much
immediate criticism, includ-
ing from past defenders of
Twitter's new Dbillionaire
owner, that Musk promised
not to make any more ma-
jor policy changes without
an online survey of users.
The action to block com-
petitors was Musk’s latest
attempt to crack down on
certain speech after he shut
down a Twitter account last
week that was tracking the
flights of his private jet. The
banned platforms included
mainstream websites such
as Facebook and Instagram,
and upstart rivals Masto-
don, Tribel, Nostr, Post and
former President Donald
Trump’s Truth Social.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Dubai Interna-
tional Airport retained its po-
sition as the world’s busiest
for international passengers
in December, ahead of major
hubs such as London Heath-
row and spurred on by the
rebound of Emirates airline.
The monthly rankings by avi-
ation consultancy OAG were
calculated using airlines’ in-
ternational seat capacity and
international flight frequency
in December 2022, com-
pared with the same month
in 2019 before the onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Dubai held on to the top
spot of the busiest airport
for international flights in
December, with 4.6 mil-
lion seats, an increase of 8
percent compared with No-
vember, and just over one
million seats more than the
next busiest airport, Lon-
don Heathrow, OAG said in
its monthly World’s Busiest
Airports report. Dubai and
London Heathrow were also
in first and second place re-
spectively in 2019.

Dubai International Airport
handled 18.5 million pas-
sengers in the third quar-
ter of this year, more than
doubling year on year amid
a biggerthan-expected re-
bound from the pandemic,
according to operator Du-
bai Airports. This was first
time that quarterly traffic
reached pre-pandemic levels
since 2020, with the figure
higher than the 17.8 million
passengers who travelled
through the airport in the
first quarter of 2020 before
the onset of Covid-19, The
National reported. - APP

Islamabad
LB elections
likely to be
delayed

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The local
bodies’ elections are likely
to be delayed in Islama-
bad. On the request of the
Metropolitan  Corporation
(MC), the number of new
Union Councils (UCs) are
likely to be increased.

The Home Ministry has
sent a summary to the cab-
inet seeking an increase in
the number of Union Coun-
cils. The summary has de-
manded that the cabinet in-
crease the number of Union
Councils from 101 to 125.
“101 Union Councils have
been created in proportion
to the 2017 population. Due
to the increase in the pop-
ulation of Islamabad, the
number of Union Councils
should be increased to 125,”
the summary demanded. It
is to be noted here that the
election commission set De-
cember 31 as the date for
local bodies’ elections.

Buzdar hits
back after
Parvez Elahi’s
criticism
DNA

LAHORE: In response to
his successor’s claims,
former Punjab chief minis-
ter Usman Buzdar said on
Monday that criticism of
him is like criticising the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s
(PTT) narrative.

Responding to now-
CM Punjab Chaudhry
ParvezElahi’s comments

about him in an interview
on Sunday, the PTI leader
said that he did not victim-
ise anyone in his tenure.
He added that he also has
a lot to say but he has nev-
er spoken ill about anyone.
The former Punjab CM,
talking to the media outside
the accountability court
in Lahore, said that they
are currently in an allied
government and such disa-
greements often occur in a
multi-party alliance.

CM Elahi had said that
Usman Buzdar ruined the
province and that he sort-
ed things out with his hard
work for four months.

On the other hand, the ac-
countability court extend-
ed the PTI leader’s bail in
the liquor license reference
registered against him by
the National Accountabili-
ty Bureau (NAB). The bail
was issued by judge Na-
seem Ahmed Virk.

Russian drones hit Kyiv as
Putin arrives in Belarus

Ukrainian atomic energy agency accused Russia of sending one of drones
over part of the South Ukraine Nuclear Power Plant, in Mykolaiv region

DNA

KYIV: Moscow launched a “kamikaze”
drone attack on Monday, hitting key infra-
structure in and around Kyiv, hours before
Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in
Belarus, fuelling fears he will pressure his
ally to join a new offensive on Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Air Force said its air de-
fences shot down 30 drones, in the third
Russian air attack on the Ukrainian capital
in six days and the latest in a series of as-
saults since October that have targeted the
Ukrainian power grid, causing sweeping
blackouts amid sub-freezing temperatures.
Officials said at least three people were
wounded and nine buildings damaged in the
Kyiv region. The Ukrainian atomic energy

agency accused Russia of sending one of the
drones over part of the South Ukraine Nu-
clear Power Plant, in the Mykolaiv region.

“This is an absolutely unacceptable vi-
olation of nuclear and radiation safety,”
Energoatom wrote on Telegram. Invading
Russian forces currently occupy the Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear plant, Europe’s largest,
near the front line in southeastern Ukraine.
“Kamikaze” drones used in the attacks, are
cheaply produced, disposable unmanned
aircraft that fly towards their target before
plummeting at velocity and detonating on
impact. Under the darkness of night, a fire
raged at an energy facility in the often tar-
geted central Shevchenkivskyi district, a
Reuters witness said. “I heard an explosion.
And in three or four minutes I heard anoth-
er explosion,” said an old man who works at

a guard at a nearby hospital.

The Solomianskyi district in the western
part of Kyiv, a busy transport hub, home to
a train station and one of the city’s two pas-
senger airports, was also hit.

Kyiv officials said 18 out of 23 drones were
shot down over the city of 3.6 million.

“As a result of the attack on the capital, crit-
ical infrastructure facilities were damaged,”
VitaliKlitschko said on the Telegram messag-
ing app. “Engineers are working to quickly
stabilise the situation with energy and heat
supply.” OleskiyKuleba, governor of the re-
gion surrounding Kyiv, said infrastructure
and private homes were damaged and that
two people were wounded. He said the attack
caused “fairly serious” damage and three are-
as had been left without power.

There has been constant Russian and Belaru-

sian military activity for months in Belarus,
a close Kremlin ally that Moscow’s troops
used as a launch pad for their abortive attack
on Kyiv in February. Putin’s trip, for talks
with Belarusian leader Alexander Lukashen-
ko, is his first to Minsk since 2019 - before
the pandemic and a wave of Belarusian pro-
tests in 2020 that Lukashenko crushed with
strong support from the Kremlin.

“During (these talks) questions will be
worked out for further aggression against
Ukraine and the broader involvement of
the Belarusian armed forces in the opera-
tion against Ukraine, in particular, in our
opinion, also on the ground,” Ukrainian
joint forces commander SerhiyNayev said
before Putin’s arrival. Lukashenko has said
repeatedly he has no intention of sending
his country’s troops into Ukraine.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia, Adam M. Tugiocalls
on Finance Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar. — DNA

PTI forms

committee
for seat
adjustment

with PML-Q

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on
Monday formed a three-member committee
to discuss seat adjustment with PML-Q for
the upcoming elections. The committee
would be headed by PTI Vice President Shah
Mehmood Qureshi and would include Senior
Vice President Fawad Chaudhry and former
defence minister Pervez Khattak. Former
information minister Fawad Chaudhry has
confirmed that party chairman Imran Khan
formed the committee for seat-adjustment
negotiations and to look into issues of elec-
toral adjustment. The first meeting of the
committee was convened yesterday.

According to reports, PML-Q has agreed
to dissolve the Punjab Assembly under
the condition that it will receive 25 to 30
provincial seats in South Punjab, Gujarat
Division and Sialkot in the next general
elections. A day earlier, Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif held a meeting with
PML-Q President Chaudhry Shujaat fol-
lowing Imran’s announcement of Decem-
ber 23 as the date for his extreme measure
to dissolve Punjab and Khyber-Pakhtunkh-
wa (K-P) assemblies to force fresh gen-
eral elections in the country. The ruling
coalition tasked Chaudhry Shujaat with
preventing the dissolution of the Punjab
Assembly by his cousin and fellow PML-Q
leader Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi. According
to sources, it was agreed that the feder-
al ministers from the PML-N would con-
tact the Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM) leaders for consultation on moving
a no-confidence motion in the Punjab As-
sembly or asking Chief Minister Elahi to
seek a vote of confidence. - DNA

Indonesia keen
to strengthen
economic ties
with Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Republic
of Indonesia, Adam M. Tugio here on Mon-
day emphasized on strengthening bilateral
economic and trade relations with Pakistan.
During a call on meeting with Finance Min-
ister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, the
ambassador appreciated Pakistan govern-
ment for supporting joint venture projects
between the two countries. The minister
and Ambassador discussed measures to
strengthen bilateral relations between the
two countries, according to press statement
issued by finance ministry. They agreed
to extend full support to enhance bilateral
relations between both the countries. On
the occasion, the finance minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar highlighted profound
historical and brotherly relations between
the two countries. He shared that Pakistan
attaches great importance to its relations
with Indonesia and expressed satisfaction
over the magnitude of economic and trade
and investment cooperation and showed
desire his government to further deepen
the trade and economic partnership be-
tween the two countries. - DNA

Five killed in Toronto area
apartment shooting: police

MONTREAL: Five people were killed and
another wounded late Sunday in a shoot-
ing in the suburbs of the Canadian city of
Toronto, police said. The suspect also died
after an exchange of fire with law enforce-
ment, local police chief Jim MacSween
told reporters, saying the shooting took
place in an apartment building.

The injured person was taken to hospital
in "serious condition," according to a state-
ment, but their life is not in danger.

Police were called to the site Sunday
evening at approximately 7:20 pm (0020
GMT) local time. "Once the officers arrived,
they were met with... a horrendous scene
where numerous victims were deceased,"
MacSween told reporters, according to Ca-
nadian media. "They (police) went right into

the building and dealt with the situation.
One of our officers did discharge a firearm,
I can confirm that. And as a result the sus-
pect is deceased," he added.

Police were investigating the motive and
whether there was a connection between
the victims and the male suspect, who has
not been named but, according to the Spe-
cial Investigative Unit, was 73 years old.
The suspect allegedly acted alone.

The victims were reportedly found in dif-
ferent apartments in the building, which
is located in Vaughan, in the suburbs
about 30 kilometers (20 miles) north of
Toronto. Residents were evacuated im-
mediately and dozens of ambulances and
police officers were at the scene in the
evening and into Monday morning.

While it suffers far fewer mass shoot-
ings than its American neighbor, Cana-
da has experienced an upsurge in gun
violence, which has prompted it to re-
cently legislate to ban handguns. In
April 2020, a gunman disguised as a po-
liceman killed 22 people in the eastern
province of Nova Scotia, Canada's worst
mass shooting.

In September this year, a man killed 11
people and stabbed 18 others, mainly in
an isolated Indigenous community in Sas-
katchewan province. Firearms-related vi-
olent crimes account for less than three
percent of all violent crimes in Canada -
but since 2009 the per capita rate of guns
being fired with intent to kill or wound
has increased fivefold. - APP

Chinese hospitals
expand ICUs to cope
with Covid 19 surge

BEIJING: Chinese cities and medical institutions are ramping up ef-
forts to expand intensive care units (ICUs) and boost their reserves
of medical resources and treatment facilities for severe COVID-19
cases in a bid to strengthen medical treatment capabilities to cope
with the COVID-19 peak. Observers said that as the construction of
more ICUs is underway, lack of fully trained medical staff for ICUs
remained the biggest challenge for the medical institutions.

Media reports of emergency procurement of medical facilities for
COVID-19 severe cases from hospitals have appeared more frequent-
ly in the past two weeks. For example, the People's Hospital in the
Dazu district of Southwest China's Chongqing Municipality has budg-
eted 18.75 million yuan ($2.67 million) for this purpose and the hos-
pital of traditional Chinese medicine in the Duzu district budgeted
15.93 million yuan for buying equipment to treat severe cases.

The People's Hospital in Caoxian county, East China's Shandong

Province allocated 5 million yuan for facilities including ventilators.
The People's Hospital in Dengfeng city of North China's Henan
Province is scheduled to purchase medical cranes, invasive ventila-
tors and extracorporeal membrane oxygenators (ECMO).

A medical staffer at a hospital in Shanghai told the Global
Times that his hospital has enhanced its medicine reserves
and has been communicating with drug companies for more
fever and cough drugs. Enhancing medical resources for se-
vere cases has been one of the current primary targets of
many city governments as well.

Guangzhou in South China's Guangdong Province is strengthening
its medical resource reserves, improving medical capability in an
all-round way including increasing the number of ICU beds from
455 to 1,385, to prepare for a predicted epidemic peak in early Jan-
uary 2023, a local health official said on Monday.

Since December, the number of fever outpatient visits in Guang-
zhou has continued to rise, and has remained at a high level for
nearly a week. The majority of patients have been adults aged 18
to 59, accounting for 86 percent of the total, while the popula-
tion aged 60 and above accounted for 8.2 percent, and individu-
als under the age of 18 accounting for 5.8 percent, Zhang Yi, dep-
uty director of the municipal health commission of Guangzhou,
said at a Monday press briefing. - Agencies

20m flood victims need urgent assistance: Sherry

ISLAMABAD: “Disaster amnesia is not
uncommon in a world driven by competing
goals and the human tragedy wrought by
Pakistan’s catastrophic flooding has been
forgotten by many where 20 million flood
affectees still needed urgent humanitarian
assistance,” said Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change Senator Sherry Rehman.
“But the climate-induced crisis in Pakistan
has long-term implications for recovery and
resilience in a context defined by systemic
deficits in climate financing with 20 million
people still currently dependent on human-
itarian aid, while flash appeals just for the
humanitarian gap by the United Nations
have received only 30% of the US$816 mil-
lion,” the Minister said in a news release.
The Minister said, “When a country has
people living on relief and multilateral as-
sistance on the shores of vulnerability, with
new lakes being created by climate events,
it is not easy to plan for resilient recovery,
because building back for complex climate
polycrises implies transformational re-sets.
These floods caused Loss and Damage
worth US$30 billion, so just the rehabil-

itation and disaster-reconstruction

needs are at least US$16.3 billion.
This amount does not include in-
vestments required to support
Pakistan’s adaptation to cli-
mate change and overall resil-
ience of the country to future
climate shocks.

The Minister said, “The UN
has warned that 8.4 to 9.1
million people will be pushed
below the poverty line. Winter
will be harsh on the forgotten
arc of climate misery here.
The numbers are too huge;
33 million impacted lit-
erally meant we were
reinventing the lives
of populations
covering  the
size of three
medium
sized Euro-
pean coun-
tries at
the same

time. Today, after months of
humanitarian  operations,
14.6 million is the number
of people who still need
emergency food assis-
tance from December
2022 to March 2023.
We should not forget
that almost 3.9 million
people in Sindh and
1.6 million in Ba-
lochistan are fac-
ing severe food
insecurity, with
5.5 million peo-
ple no longer
having access
to safe and
clean drinking
water. The UN’s
ongoing  assis-
tance is facing a
looming risk of
ending prema-
turely as they
are running out

of funds to continue the needed support.
World Food Programme (WFP) has said that
they will run out of funds by mid-January for
Pakistan, putting an additional 1.1 million
people at extreme risk of food insecurity.
Funds are being taken from every sector of
the Pakistan government to meet survival
needs, but the size of the need is huge.”
The UN has received only US$262 million
or just 30% from international donors out
of the US$816 million under the Floods
Response Plan. “While the level of human
suffering from the floods cannot be mone-
tized, repercussions of climate extremes
have torn apart the social infrastructure in
the flood-affected zones and people need
immediate and urgent relief.

The Minister said that over 240,000
people remain displaced with at least 10
districts of Sindh province continuing to
report standing water, while the same
situation persists in two districts of Ba-
lochistan. People have started returning to
their homes, but they now face compound-
ing issues of food insecurity and health-re-
lated challenges,” she said. - APP

EU closes
in on gas

price cap

BRUSSELS: EU energy min-
isters sought a breakthrough
Monday on plans to cap nat-
ural gas prices, weighing the
danger of allowing prices to
soar against the fear of driv-
ing exporters elsewhere.
Some entering the meeting
in Brussels said an accord
appeared to be within
reach, with discussions re-
volving around what price
level a cap should kick in.
The issue is urgent, with
Europe facing tight energy
supplies as it endures win-
ter, because Russia has cut
gas deliveries in retaliation
for EU sanctions over its
invasion of Ukraine. An
agreement on a gas price
cap would unlock other
measures that are already
greenit, such as joint gas
purchases and a new gas
price benchmark. Those are
contingent on a price-cap ac-
cord being reached.

The European Commission
had proposed a ceiling of
275 euros per megawatt
hour, considered too high
by many EU countries.

It attached conditions that
countries saw as unattaina-
ble, including requiring the
price of gas to go above the
threshold for at least two
weeks, and the price of liqui-
fied natural gas (LNG) to go
above 58 euros for 10 days
within that same two-week
period. Those tight hoops
to jump through reflected
reluctance from Germany
and the Netherlands over a
price cap, which they feared
could send LNG to more lu-
crative markets in Asia.
Ministers said they were
now looking at a much low-
er threshold. “I think 188
(euros per megawatt hour)
- that will give the right sig-
nals to markets,” Greek En-
ergy Minister Konstantinos
Skrekas said. - APP

PTI will defeat

Zardari Mafia

in Sindh, says
Ali Zaidi
NAzIr SiyAL

KARACHI: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf Sindh
president and former fed-
eral minister Ali Zaidi vis-
ited the parts of Karachi
and Malir district here on
Monday and held meetings
for possible defeat to PPP
in forthcoming elections.
Addressing to the gather-
ing at GulshanMoazzam
and Malir Press Club, Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Sindh president Ali Zaidi
expressed that PTI will de-
feat Zardari Mafia and his
allies in upcoming elections,
while untiring struggle
would be continued against
the PDM mafia he said.

He emphasized workers of
Malir that future success is
in their hands, so that Keep
their struggle long to achieve
the objectives in upcoming
elections. PTI leader further
said that party needs devo-
tion and struggle for country
solidarity not for their loot
and plunders in this party.
He suggested workers that
their is hard accountability
in the party when in party,
but don’t expect charm if
they want luxury and de-
velop business, they should
join PPP and PML-N not
PTI he told the workers.

S.Africa’s
ruling party
votes for

new leader

JOHANNESBURG: Voting
to elect a new leader of
South Africa’s ruling party
got underway late Sunday,
with the race tightening be-
tween President Cyril Rama-
phosa and his former health
minister ZweliMkhize
Ramaphosa, 70, is expected
to be confirmed in the role
that would open the way to
his being head of state for a
second term, despite a dam-
aging cash-heist scandal and
vociferous internal opposi-
tion. But the race looked clos-
er than previously expected
Sunday, with reports of par-
ty delegates from several
provinces shifting support
to Mkhize, who Ramaphosa
replaced at peak of pandemic
for alleged malfeasance in-
volving Covid funds.

More than 4,000 delegates
were casting their ballots
to appoint seven top leader-
ship roles, including party
president, deputy president,
chair and secretary general,
at a conference near Johan-
nesburg. Ramaphosa had
been tipped to win the vote
comfortably. - APP
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