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A MIxED reaction was seen both from the government and the 
PTI ranks after the Election Commission of Pakistan’s verdict 

in the prohibited funding case. Both sides are seen expressing 
jim jams over the verdict and claiming a victory. As a matter 
of fact, there is some pie for each party in that verdict. The PTI 
should seek solace in the fact that the decision does not pose any 
immediate threat to it as was expected. Experts say the Election 
Commission did not have the jurisdiction of either canceling the 
registration of the party or withdraw the election symbol.  So the 
PTI for sure should feel itself in the safe zone albeit till the time 
the matter lands in the apex court.However, the ECP decision 

does provide sufficient material to the government alliance to make a strong case of 
‘Sadiq and Ameen’ under Article 63 A, against Imran Khan. According to government 
parties, Imran Khan presented a false statement in the Election Commission therefore 
by doing so he in fact seriously breached the Article 63 A. They claim, former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif was sent home by the apex court under the same Article and as 
he had also presented a false affidavit. The experts however are of the view that there 
a difference between Imran Khan’s statement and Nawaz Sharif affidavit. Imran Khan 
signed a simple statement of accounts given to him by the Chartered Accountants.  
So, if here is any anomaly in those accounts, the company that carried out the audit 
shall be held responsible, while in Nawaz Sharif case, he submitted his statement on 
an affidavit, which is a legal document and had legal implications. Nevertheless, the 
matter will now go to courts and decided there. The question whether the ECP decision 
will impact upon the popularity of the PTI, especially in the coming general elections, 
I think does not hold any ground. Despite this decision the PTI will continue to be the 
leading political party, particularly in the Punjab and KP provinces, provided there is 
some adverse verdict from the apex court about the status of its chairman Imran Khan. 
The government and the allied parties are all set to take the matter to the Supreme 
Court and reference against the PTI and Imran Khan is being fine tuned.
Pakistan is a unique country in the sense that here people do not follow the law, rather law 
follows people. It is up to the people as to how to manipulate law in their favour or against 
their opponents. Law here simply behaves and feels pleasure in dancing to the tune of 
powers that be. It is up to these powers to penalize or otherwise a person or a party. PTI in 
particular and Imran Khan in general happen to be the key stakeholders in the prevalent 
political system. PTI, in the given political scenarios, acts as a balancing force viz-a-viz 
PML N, PPP and rest of the ruling parties. Obviating PTI from the political scene would 
badly disturb the political balance in favour of these two parties especially. So, logically 
speaking there are hardly any chances of PTI to be dissolved as a political party, despite 
the fact the government alliance would try to seek its dissolution through a court order.
The allied parties during their August 3, 2022 session decided to put Imran Khan and 
other key figures on the Exit Control List (ECL), in the wake of the ECP decision. There 
were no such orders or observations in the ECP decision however the government decided 
on its own to take this step. The purpose is obviously to bring the PTI leadership under 
pressure, but this trick may not work well. Another decision taken at the meeting pertains 
to filing of reference against the PTI chairman Imran Khan under Article 63 A. Here, the 
government can surely give tough time to the PTI chief, though PTI lawyers are confident 
no harm will come to Imran Khan. All said and done, under emerging scenario, the fate 
of early elections seems to be hanging in balance. It appears as if the PTI would now focus 
on fighting this reference first. It is very important because future of Imran Khan is linked 
to this case. As long as the ECP verdict remains there, the fate of PTI chairman will be 
in limbo. The verdict had to be either stayed by the court or decided in favour of PTI, 
when it is taken up by the highest court of Pakistan. Experts believe the 
reference may be deiced within 15 days once it lands in the court while 
there are some jurists who believe it is going to be a long drawn battle.
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Indonesia and 
Pakistan trusted 

partners

ADAM TUGIO

Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Tugio talks to Centreline
Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Tugio gave and 
exclusive interview to Centreline. The interview 
coincides with the Indonesian Independence Day. 

Here are excerpts from the interview
Ansar Mahmood Bhatti

1. Let us begin with the 
visit of our minister for indus-
tries and production to Indone-
sia and resumption of Palm Oil 
supplies to Pakistan. How do 
you see this development with 
regard to further strengthening 
of bilateral relations?
I believe that the early resump-
tion of Palm Oil supplies to Paki-
stan after phone conversation be-
tween President Joko Widodo and 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
truly reflects the spirit of cooper-
ation and sound development of 
our growing bilateral ties.Presi-
dent Joko Widodo ordered imme-
diate supply of 10 containers of 
palm oil and to initiate process 
for the shipment of one million 
tons of palm oil to Pakistan. The 
decision also shows Indonesia’s 
commitment to maintain sus-
tained global supply of palm oil 
and this gesture of goodwill will 
surely provide renewed impetus 
to the trade and economic coop-

Indonesia Special



Indonesia Special
eration between the two countries. 
Indonesia had to impose temporarily ban 
exports of palm oil on late April due to 
the scarcity of cooking oil in our do-
mestic market.  It was an irony that 
as the biggest producer of palm oil, 
people in Indonesia could not finded-
ible oil in the market. The ban was 
lifted in May 23, 2022.As a trusted 
friend, Indonesia paid prior attention 
to the visit of Pakistani delegation led 
by Minister for Industries & Production 
Makhdoom Syed Murtaza Mahmud to Ja-
karta from 12-14 June 2022 on the special 
instruction of PM Shehbaz Sharif. Prompt 
facilitation was extended by Indonesia in 
response to Pakistan’s request for the 
earliest possible palm oil shipments 
after the meeting of Pakistani 
minister with his Indonesian 
counterparts. Indonesian 
Ministers also assured 
that Pakistan would 
be the first country to 
which the commod-
ity will be exported 
after the promulga-
tion of new export 
regulations. Ten ships 
loaded with 140,000 
Metric tons of edible 
oil have arrived in Pa-
kistan during June and 
July, following phone 
conversation between 
our two leaders.
2. Apart from 
trade and economy, 
political relations be-
tween Pakistan and 
Indonesia have also 
been phenomenal. If 
you could share some 
recent developments 
in this regard?
The top leadership 
of bothIndonesia 
and Pakistan fully 
realize the im-
portance of con-
tinued communication and dialogue and committed to remain 
actively engaged on issues of mutual interest at bilateral and 
multilateral levels.Here, I would specifically like to mention 
recent bilateral consultations held at the political level. The 
3rd Round of Policy Planning Dialogueand Bilateral Consulta-
tion Forum were held on 24-25 May 2022 in Bali.During these 
talks both the sides reviewed the growth of Pakistan-Indonesia 
ties over the last 72 years, agreed to strengthen relations with 
a more structural approach. To this end, our two Foreign Min-
isters will meet on regular basis for taking stock the progress 
and providing strategic directions to further elevatetwo-way rela-
tions. Simultaneously, this forum serves also as a platform for 
bilateral consultation to address global issuesof shared concern. 
Our two leaders also seized the momentum of Eid Adha 
Mubarak to express their commitment to strengthening bi-
lateral relations by exchange the invitations for official visits. 
President Joko Widodo and PM Shahbaz Sharif further agreed 
that as the two largest Islamic countries, Pakistan and Indo-
nesia should continue to work closely on issues of concern to 
the Ummah. The recent engagements between the leadership 

of the two countries have been a manifestation and reaffir-
mation of the two countries cordial and exemplary long-

standing diplomatic relations.
3. Cultural, religious and academic links 
is yet another area where both countries have 
huge potential and ever since your arrival in 
Pakistan you have been zealously pursuing 
this cause. Please share your thoughts with 
reference to your recent interactions with Pa-
kistani academia/intellectuals?
Building of cultural bridge and expansion of aca-
demic linkages are important areas for greater un-
derstanding and cohesion between our two broth-
erly countries. We, therefore, need to enhance 
connectivity in the fields of cultural exchanges, 

people-to-people contacts, cooperation in 
education, science and technology, and 

even sports. Networking between 
academia, think tanks and intel-

lectuals has been Embassy’s 
focus because of its great po-
tentialfor fostering a sense 
of relationship based on 
mutual trust, respect and 
understanding of each 
other’s traditions and 
values.
With this contextual 
perspective, the Em-
bassy in collaboration 
with the University of 
Peshawar organized 
an Online Intern-
ship Program (OIP) 
on “Contemporary 
Dynamics of Indo-
nesia”. The main 
objective is to pro-
mote better un-
derstanding about 
modern Indone-
sia, its challenges 
and achievements 
during transfor-
mations of Indo-
nesian society, 
and Indonesia’s 
growing political 
and economic 
integration in 

the region through ASEAN.The OIP was the second year in a 
row and the Embassy wishes to continue this program next year.
Besides, the Embassy is keenly working to establish “Indonesian 
Corners” at number of leading Pakistani universities starting with 
the University of Peshawar. The Corner willoffer Indonesian lan-
guage courses,cultural festivals and other activities of common 
interests that would be helpful in enhancing useful cultural link-
ages at large.I am confident that continued close collaboration 
and facilitation will improve networking at various levels and will 
surely contribute in strengthening bonds of friendship between 
our countries.
Indonesia and Pakistan share also remarkable similarities in 
their values, beliefs, food habits, and other aspects of social and 
daily life. I am of the view that these similarities are the potent 
manifestation of the historical, religious and cultural relationship 
between the two societies since time immemorial. To highlight 
this relationship, the Embassy in collaboration with Lok Virsa 
Museum, Islamabad recently organized an exhibition titled “A 
Night At LokVirsa Museum: The Confluence of Civilizations 
Between Indonesia and Pakistan”, featuring selected collection 
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of photographs and videos on cross-cultural influence on both 
countries. I am encouraged by positive message we received 
from visitors and audience about the Exhibition - despite geo-
graphically distant apart our two nations are close in the hearts. 
4. Indonesia celebrates its independenceday in Au-
gust. Where does Indonesia stand in the comity of nations 
as the country is celebrating its 77th Independence Day?
In recent years, Indonesia has been transformed politically, 
diplomatically and economically. These three key areas form 
parts of ournational identity: 
things that define Indonesia’s 
place at global arena, the rel-
evance of Indonesia’s independ-
ent and active foreign policy and 
its contributions in the world 
community.As a founder mem-
ber of Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM), Bandung Spirit is the 
guiding principle of Indonesia’s 
independent and active foreign 
policy with a strong belief in 
multilateralism to resolve global 
issue amicably. As Indonesia 
celebrates its 77th Independ-
ence Day this year, the world 
sees Indonesia as the third 
biggest democratic country in 
the world where Islam and mo-
dernity go hand in hand, the 
biggest economy in Southeast 
Asia, a successful country in its transformation and coun-
try that practices freedom, pluralism and tolerance.
Indonesia is committed to deepening and broadening cooperation 
with the international community and continues to be at the fore-
front in promoting the role of the United Nations in creating a 
more secure and peaceful world order. Moreover, as a member of 
ASEAN, G-20, APEC, ASEM, D-8, NAM, G-77 and OIC, Indone-
sia always strives for the promotion of international cooperation 

for global peace and prosperity.  At present, Indonesia also holds 
the Presidency of G-20, that demonstratesits fast-growing capacity 
to provide leadership and represents the voices of developing na-
tions. The 17thG20 Summit will be held in Bali on 15-16 November 
2022. The three main pillars of Indonesia’s G20 Presidency are: 
Global Health Architecture, Sustainable Energy Transition and 
Digital Transformation which will allow to take lead on equitable 
access to Covid-19 vaccines and inclusive economic development.
The above indicators reflect that Indonesia enjoys a respectable 

place among the comity of nation 
with its policies of good neighbor-
liness and peaceful coexistence 
around the globe. 
5. Indonesia happens to 
be a leading country in the 
ASEAN and earnestly wishes 
to see an enhanced partner-
ship between ASEAN and Pa-
kistan. How do you see this 
relationship with reference to 
Pakistan’s ‘Look East’ policy?
ASEAN Charter calls for ASEAN 
to develop friendly relations and 
mutually beneficial dialogue coop-
eration and partnerships through 
the conferment of the formal sta-
tus of Dialogue Partner, Sectoral 
Dialogue Partner and Develop-
ment Partner. Pakistan, together 
with some countries such as Nor-

way, Turkey, and Switzerland are ASEAN Sectoral Dialogue Part-
ners with whom it has different emphasis and levels of cooperation. 
Indonesia appreciates Pakistan‘s Sectoral Dialogue Partnership 
with ASEAN and supports efforts towards Pakistan‘s Full Dia-
logue Partnership with ASEAN. Having 9 percent of world’s pop-
ulation and a GDP of $2.7 trillion, ASEAN is among the world’s 
largest and fastest regional intergovernmental organization.  
Currently, Pakistan-ASEAN trade volume had topped $7 billion 

Indonesia is committed to deepening 
and broadening cooperation with 
the international community and 
continues to be at the forefront in 
promoting the role of the United 
Nations in creating a more secure 

and peaceful world order.
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mark which is below its potentials, and Indonesia could play a 
significant role in providing further economic and trade oppor-
tunities to Pakistan and connectivity with ASEAN’s potential 
markets. 
I believe the implementation of Pakistan’s ‘Look East Asia’ 
and ‘Geo-Economic Vision” will further strengthen Paki-
stan’s political, economic and cultural ties with ASEAN and 
its member states.In my view Pakistan could follow a two-
pronged approach of bilateral and institutional level interac-
tion to strengthen its ties with ASEAN. Pakistan can take 
full advantage of the extended Plan of Actions (PoA) which 
identified eleven potential areas for collaboration including 
those of politics, economy and social & cultural scopes.This 
PoA will provide a road map for expanding Pakistan-ASEAN 
cooperation based on mutual beneficial relationship. 
6. Tourism is yet another area of mutual coopera-
tion. Being a leading tourist destination, how can Indo-
nesia help Pakistan strengthen this sector? Also if you 
could share your initiatives to make Indonesian tourist 
attractions well know to Pakistanis?

I must say that both the countries have huge potential in tour-
ism industry and they could share experiences and best prac-
tices with a forward lookingapproach to promote tourism for 
respective domestic audience. Pakistan is blessed with many 
beautiful tourist’s attractions as well as magnificent historical, 
religious and heritage sites that could certainly draw foreign 
tourists in big numbers. On the other hand, Indonesia with its 
more than 17.000 islands amazes international tourists with its 
abundance of scenic wonders, internationally recognized herit-
age sites and the rich culture of its people. 
On final note, tourism is one of the world’s most important 
economic growth engines due to its significant impact on socio-
economic development in many countries and plays a pivotal 
role in the preservation of landmark heritages, culture and 
ancient civilization. However, the essence of tourism is also re-
lated to deepening of cultural ties across countries and regions 
by bringing people and nations closer together. The historical 
linkages, confluence of civilization and the richly diverse cul-
ture and art could be optimally leveraged for developing coop-
eration on tourism sector between our two countries.

I believe the implementation of 
Pakistan’s ‘Look East Asia’ and 

‘Geo-Economic Vision” will further 
strengthen Pakistan’s political, 
economic and cultural ties with 
ASEAN and its member states.
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Indonesian cultural exhibition 
opened at Lok Virsa

Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Tugio praises great artistic 
work done by the Indonesian students studying in Pakistan

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABASD: Ambassador 
of Indonesia Adam Tugio along 
with member of the diplomatic 
community and the management 
of the Lok Virsa, inaugurated the 
grand cultural exhibition featur-
ing unique and historical pic-
tures depicting difference stages 
of the Indonesian history. The 
exhibition will continue for five 
days and will open for the gen-
eral public from July 21 to 24. 
Ambassador Adam Tugio in his 
opening remarks highlighted 
significance of the event. He es-
pecially made mention of the 
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Indonesian students studying in 
Pakistani Universities who con-
tributed greatly towards the suc-
cess of the landmark exhibition. 
The ambassador said, ‘A Night 
at Lok Virsa Museum’ intends 
to feature the fusion of Indone-
sia-Pakistan’s cultural history 
and artworks through a selected 
collection of photographs and 
videos, shedding light on the 
inter-regional connectivity and 
cross-cultural influence during 
the course of history of respec-
tive countries. 
The Exhibition aims to offer 
fresh perspectives into histori-
cal connections, religious back-
grounds, and the confluence of 
civilization of both countries 
from past to present’, he added. 
Ambassador Tugio further said, 
the Exhibition will highlight the 
religious-cultural influence and 
similarities between the two 
countries during their journey 
of civilization through the dis-
play of art works.
He said, similar to Pakistan, 
Indonesia has also a huge 
impact on the study of 
palaeontology. The island of 
Java has produced some of the 
most diverse vertebrates and 
fossils in numerous discoveries. 
And in Flores archaeological 
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evidence of prehistoric 
life has been discovered. 
Experts like Prof. Verhoeven 
and Prof. Dubuis predicted 
that the artefacts were created 
around 750.000 years ago based 
on a number of stone tools 
connected to a stegodon fossil 
(now-extinct elephant). Am-

bassador Tugio hoped that the 
exhibition will help Pakistanis 
and even foreigners living in 
Pakistan to better understand 
the cultural potential that exists 
between the two countries be-
sides having firsthand informa-
tion about hitherto unexplored 
facets of the Indonesian cul-

tural heritage. The Ambassador 
hoped that more and more peo-
ple would flock to the exhibi-
tion. It may be mentioned here 
that a Batik display corner was 
also established on the side-
lines of the exhibition. Visitors 
evinced interest the traditional 
Indonesia dresses.
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ISLAMABAD: The Government of Pakistan and 
Government of France, represented by Agence 
Francaise de Developpement / French Develop-
ment Agency have signed a 22-million financing 
agreement to extend technical and financial sup-
port for the renovation of Lahore Fort. The HURL 
– Heritage & Urban Regeneration in Lahore – 
project aims to protect and restore a unique herit-
age site in Pakistan. The focus areas will be pro-
moting tourism, generating additional economic 
activities and building climate change resilience 
for local communities.  The Fort and walled city 
of Lahore, located in the heart of a metropolis of 
11 million inhabitants, comprise a group of vari-
ous singular monuments of exceptional historical 
and cultural value, and dense ancient neighbor-
hoods. The listing of the fort as a World Heritage 
Site in Danger in 1981 by UNESCO highlighted 
the many threats to its integrity. Since 2012, the 
Government of Punjab, the Walled City of La-
hore Authority (WCLA) and the Aga Khan Trust 
for Culture (AKTC) began a decade-long conser-
vation initiative to restore and develop the site. 
The French government, through AFD, is pleased to 

be lending its support to this endeavor: The French 
Ambassador in Pakistan, Nicolas Galey, said: 
“France is proud to be part of to the ambitious plan 
of the Punjab Government to develop and promote 
the unique cultural heritage of Lahore. The reha-
bilitation and development of the Lahore Fort sur-
roundings will be a powerful engine of sustainable 
economic development of the city by increasing the 
tourist attractiveness of the places and improving 
the living conditions of the riparian populations.”  
The financing of the HURL project will span over 5 
years. It is expected to: (i) contribute to the restora-
tion and enhancement of the Lahore Fort strength-
ening its resilience; (ii) generate additional income 
and employment, especially for women and the 
transgender community; (iii) expand tourism de-
velopment by including the neighborhoods around 
the fort (buffer zone) as an interface for growth; and 
(iv) build the capacity of WCLA and its partners. 
In financing this project, the AFD is strengthening 
its commitment towards urban development in La-
hore. This landmark project is but the first in the 
French government’s steps to help in heritage 
rehabilitation throughout South Asia. – DNA

22 Million Financing Agreement between 
Governments of Pakistan and France 

for the Renovation of Lahore 
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Justice Chowhan appointed 
Hon Consul General of Gambia

STAff REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Renowned jurist, intellectual and 
judge, Justice Ali Nawaz Chowhan has been ap-
pointed at the Honoray Consul General of Gambia 
in Islamabad with consular jurisdiction over whole 
of Pakistan.  The President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi 
has signed the appointment letter. The foreign 
Minister of Pakistan Bilawal Bhutto Zardari had al-
ready signed the letter of the appointment.
The President further wrote in the letter that Jusit-
ce Ali Nawaz Chowhan may be given all facilities 
available to the diplomats including all sorts of 
immunities.  It may be mentioned here that Justice 
Chowhan has served as the Judge of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice, The Hague, and Chief Jus-
tice, Supreme Court of Gambia.

Pakistan’s credible news service

editor.dnanews@gmail.com
www.dnanews.com.pk

Editor:
ansar mahmood bhatti

Diplomatic News ageNcy
DNA



18 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centreline.com.pkCENTRELINE

Vietnam assumes chairmanship
of ASEAN committee Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: The ASEAN Committee Islamabad 
(ACI) Chairmanship handing-over Ceremony 
took place On 21 July, at the Embassy of Viet 
Nam in Islamabad. Ambassador of Viet Nam 
Nguyen Tien Phong assumed the ACI Chairman-
ship from Ambassador of Thailand Chakkrid 
Krachaiwong. The meeting also discussed the 
issues of aiming at strengthening ASEAN- Pa-
kistan relations in all fields and sectors. The 
meeting was attended by the ACI member 
countries including Thailand, Indonesia, the 

Philippines, Myanmar, Brunei and Malaysia.  
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) is a regional grouping that aims to 
promote economic and security cooperation 
among its ten members: Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Phil-
ippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 
ASEAN was established in August 1967 with the 
purpose of accelerating economic growth, social 
progress, and cultural development in region, 
and promoting regional peace and stability.

D.N.A

The meeting also discussed the issues of aiming at strengthening 
ASEAN- Pakistan relations in all fields and sectors

ISLAMABAD: from left to right: DHMs of Brunei, the Philippines, Ambassadors 
of Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia and Charge d Affaires of Malaysia 

posing for a  picture on the occasion of handing over ceremony. – DNA
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Experts appreciate Uzbekistan’s SCO 
chair for socio-economic integration

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Most recently an interna-
tional online conference was held titled 
“Uzbekistan’s chairmanship in the SCO: 
the way forward for greater development 
of regional connectivity” was held between 
The Center for South Asia & International 
Studies (CSAIS) Islamabad and the ISRS 
under the President of the Republic of Uz-
bekistan. Leading regional experts, diplo-
mats, researchers, academia, students and 
media community of both the countries 
rigorously participated in this prestigious 
international conference. Matters of Uz-
bekistan’s SCO Chairmanship, its strategic 
importance, utility and scope along with 
chances of greater regional connectiv-
ity through integrated transport system, 
prospects of socio-economic cooperation, 
peace and stability in Afghanistan, trans-
regional cooperation in anti-terrorism, 
drugs and human trafficking were tabled 
and discussed. All the prominent speakers 
stressed the need to have close liaison be-
tween Pakistan and Uzbekistan to achieve 
the pending dreams of greater regional 
connectivity through trans-regional mega 
railway project and other innovated means. 
The Embassy of Uzbekistan in Islamabad 
under Ambassador H.E. Aybek Arif Us-
manov assisted both the think tanks to 
hold the said conference at embassy. The 
event was moderated by Dr Mehmood Ul 
Hassan Khan, the Director of CSAIS.  
ISRS Deputy Director Bobur Usmanov in 
his opening remarks termed Uzbekistan’s 
SCO chairmanship as the priority multi-
lateral foreign policy platforms for imple-
menting a political course focused on the 
development of interregional connectivity.
He supported to realize the full potential of 
the SCO in the new conditions of its devel-
opment, primarily through increasing prac-
tical cooperation in promising areas that 
meet the interests of all member countries”. 
Furthermore Usmanov urged the need to 
develop Uzbek-Pakistan cooperation within 
the framework of the SCO which is deeply 
connected with the issues of restoration 
and expansion of ties between the regions 
of Central and South Asia.
During his opening remarks the CSAIS 
President Syed Khalid Jaffery expressed 
his satisfaction with the growing Uzbek-
istan-Pakistani ties based no mutual re-
spect, trust, cooperation in diverse fields 
of economy, trade & investments, joint 
ventures, regional connectivity, peace & 
stability in Afghanistan and trans-regional 
railways cooperation within various inter-

national platforms, including the SCO.
He pinpointed that the mutual interest of 
the two states in expanding the SCO coop-
eration agenda is must for future coopera-
tion. The Pakistani expert also expressed 
his conviction that current Uzbekistan’s 
chairmanship in the SCO opens up new 
opportunities for all members and partner 
countries of the Organization to consolidate 
efforts to form a common economic future.
Speaking positively about the practical 
initiatives of Uzbekistan within the frame-
work of the SCO, Shahid Hashmat, an ex-
pert of the CSAIS, emphasized the high 
productivity of current Uzbekistan’s chair-
manship in the Organization.
Moreover, he noted that further strength-
ening of cooperation between Uzbekistan 
and Pakistan could become a catalyst for 
further expansion of trade and economic 
exchanges in the Shanghai G8 space. 
In this direction, he noted the need for in-
cluding issues of restoring trans-regional 
connectivity between Central and South 
Asia in the agenda of the SCO. “All SCO 
member states are interested in creating 
a reliable overland transport route capable 
of ensuring the continuous exchange of 
goods and services”, he explained.
Akhtar Nawaz, a Senior Member of the 
Board of Directors of the CSAIS, high-
lighted the importance of normalizing the 
situation in Afghanistan for the implemen-
tation of interregional projects. The expert 
emphasized that the Afghan issue should 
not be left out of the attention of the SCO 
member states. In this regards, Akhtar 
Nawaz shared that Tashkent and Islama-
bad act as reliable and trusting partners in 

helping to overcome the humanitarian cri-
sis and establish long-term stability on Af-
ghan soil. “Peaceful Afghanistan will open 
a reliable path to broad and multifaceted 
interregional cooperation and will act as 
a link between the two parts of the SCO 
space”, the Pakistani expert added.
In his detailed presentation/speech, Dr. 
Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan, Director of 
CSAIS, emphasized that Afghanistan and 
Pakistan have great potential to connect 
the Central Asian Countries and South 
East Asia through amalgamation of Chi-
nese BRI and CPEC. In this context, the 
planned construction of the Trans-Afghan 
corridor among Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Uzbekistan will create unique opportuni-
ties for expanding not only interregional 
trade and economic ties, but also ensur-
ing the rapid socio-economic growth of the 
states of the two neighboring regions”, Me-
hmood Ul Hassan Khan stated.
The Pakistani expert highlighted the govern-
ment of Pakistan huge investments for the 
development of the transport sector through 
the China Pakistan Economic Corridors 
(CPEC) program, the Central Asia Regional 
Economic Cooperation (CAREC) program 
and other initiatives. Pakistan has been apply-
ing the Cluster Trading System (CTS), Turks 
Trading System (TTS) and last but not least, 
the Transport Internationaux Routier (TIR) 
to form a dynamic and diversified transport 
system between Uzbekistan. He concluded 
that sea routes need to be opened for trade 
among SCO member states. Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan have already signed an agree-
ment to enhance bilateral trade through 
Karachi and Gwadar ports. 
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Thai embassy inaugurates embassy 
wall painted with Pakistani ruck art

The wall is 236 feet long and 10 feet high and painted by Pakistani artists 
from Peshawar. It took the artist to paint entire wall in just two weeks

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Royal Thai Embassy in 
Pakistan launched a new wall of 70th 
anniversary of to mark the Pakistan-Thai 
relation which combines Pakistan and 
Thai cultures. Ambassador of Thailand 
Chakkrid Krachaiwong along with the 
embassy staff formally inaugurated the 
wall in the presence of members of 
Pakistani mass media. The wall 
is 236 feet long and 10 feet 
high and painted by Pakistani 
artists from Peshawar. It took 
the artist to paint the entire 
wall in just two weeks. 
Ambassador of Thailand while 
talking to media on the occa-
sion told that the wall has been 
painted in connection with the 
70 years of Thailand-Pakistan 
diplomatic relations. He said 
that more celebrations in this 
regard have been planned in 
other cities as well. A grand 
reception shall also be organ-

ized somewhere in September in this regard.
The ambassador further said, Thai nationals, es-
pecially the youth have been showing huge inter-

est in visiting Pakistan. They love to explore nat-
ural beauty of the Northern Areas of Pakistan 
besides visiting the Buddhist places located in 
various parts of Pakistan. He said, over 200 

Thai nationals are residing in Pakistan, mostly 
the students who are perusing their studies in 

various Pakistani universities.
While giving the trade figures the ambas-

sador said that the trade between the 
two countries has picked up consid-

erably thus taking the annual trade 
figure to 1.8 billion US dollars. Dur-
ing the pandemic, he said, these 
figures witnessed a decrease how-
ever it was encouraging to note 
that the trade activity is back 
on the track.  He said the Thai 
Airways had already resumed 
its operations from Pakistan fa-
cilitating people from both coun-

tries. The flow of tourists on both 
sides has increased manifold after 

resumption of the direct flights.
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French diplomat visits Allam Iqbal’s house 

SIALKOT:  The Deputy Head of the Mission 
of the French Embassy Yves Manville visit-
ed Sialkot as part of his official assignment. 
Yves Manville during his visit also visited the 
house of great Pakistani poet and thinker 
Sir Allama Muhammad Iqbal and signed the 
visitors’ book as well. The French diplomat 
also attended a Police training session at the 
Sialkot airport with the French police liaison 
officer Vincent Groux.  
He then had a detailed meeting with the man-
agement of the Sialkot airport. In his social 
media message he talked about cultural and 
people to people relations between the two 
counties adding his visit to the birth place of 
Allama Iqbal and signature of the golden book 
of the place was indeed a memorable mo-
ment for him. He said he  wrote about Iqbal 
as poet, philosopher, and about his visit to 
France where he met our great philosopher  
Henri Bergson. Mr. Manville also visited 
a few factories, which have been export-
ing various goods to France. Prominent 
among them were the factories producing 
sportswear. He interacted with the man-
agement of the respective factories and 
discussed future business prospects.

D 
N 
A

Head of the Mission of the French Embassy Yves Manville 
signs the golden book; writes about Iqbal’s visit to France 
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French Ambassador hosts reception 
to bid farewell to Dominique Simon 

Head of the Economic Section
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Hon Consul General of 
Moldova Mian Mahmood 

hosts recepiton for Dr. Maen
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National 
Day of Egypt 
celebrated
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Turkiye indebted to Pakistan for 
declaring FETO a terrorist outfit
Turkish Embassy observes 6th anniversary of a failed coup attempt

Ansar M Bhatti / DNA
ISLAMABAD: Dr. Mehmet Paçaci, Ambassador 
of the Republic of Türkiye said on Thursday his 
country owed a great deal to Pakistan for declar-
ing FETO as a terrorist organization adding the 
threat was not yet over fully however the Turkish 
government and people of Turkiye were commit-
ted to root out this menace for good. The new-
ly-arrived Turkiye ambassador expressed these 
views while briefing the Pakistani members of 
mass media, at the Embassy premises, on Thurs-
day. It was Ambassador Pacaci’s maiden media 
interaction ever since his arrival in Pakistan. 
Ambassador Paçaci further said, the 15 July 
failed coup attempt by FETO was the night when 
Turkish democracy was protected by the Turk-
ish people themselves under the leadership of 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.  He said, “on 
July 15, the existence of Türkiye was in danger 

when FETO terrorist organization’s followers at-
tacked but Turkish citizens from all walks of life 
showed courage and rendered sacrifices to pro-
tect their democratic government and institu-
tions. To a question he said the terrorist organi-
zations by and large extend cooperation to one 
another and it may have happened in the case of 
FETO as well. To yet another question about the 
chief of the FETO, the ambassador said he is liv-
ing in the United States since long. The Turkiye 
government has time and again asked the US 
government to hand him over to Turkiye.
Ambassador said that the followers of FETO tried 
to assassinate the President of the Republic of 
Türkiye and attacked the Prime Minister’s vehicle. 
They bombarded the Grand National Assembly. 
“The Police Special Operations Center, the crucial 
counter-terrorism operational body, was bombed 
by fighter jets, killing 55 police officers and injur-
ing hundreds on the spot”, he added. Hundreds 

ISLAMABAD: Dr Mehmet Paçaci, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkiye addressing journalists 
 about 15 July failed coup attempted by fETO, at the Turkiye Embassy, Thursday. – DNA
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of civilians protesting the coup attempt in Ankara 
and Istanbul were shot dead, he informed. He said 
that it was Fetullah Gülen’s FETO, an organization 
that secretly worked in Türkiye for 40 years and 
its main goal was to take control of the state. For 
40 years, this organization had brainwashed the 
country’s children, brilliant minds in the name of 
educational institutions, and turned them against 
their own country. At the peak of their power, they 
controlled thousands of schools in Türkiye and 
more than eight hundred educational institutes 
worldwide. As civil servants or military personnel, 
FETO members’ loyalty was not to the nation or 
to the state they served. They did not care about 
upholding the country, Ambassador added.
After July 15, 2016 coup attempt: The perpetra-
tors of the 15th of July coup attempt have been 
brought to justice based on rule of law and fun-
damental rights and freedoms. A number of judi-
cial processes are still ongoing, he added.
The fight against FETO structures abroad is now 
among the top priorities of our country. Our main 
objective is to demonstrate and prove the fact that 
FETO also poses a threat to the security of all 
countries where it remains active, Ambassador 
informed the media. Since FETO is present in 
around 160 countries, with thousands of schools, 

businesses, NGOs, and media houses.  Various 
countries and international organizations have 
declared FETO as a terrorist organization. More-
over, FETO was declared a terrorist organization 
in the 43rd session of the Council of Foreign Min-
isters of the OIC held on 19 October 2016.
A similar resolution was passed during the Asian 
Parliamentary Assembly on 1 December 2016 
and ratified on the 12th Conference of the Par-
liamentary Union of the OIC on 27 January 2017. 
In addition to the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus, the Supreme Court of Pakistan also de-
clared FETO a terrorist organization with the ver-
dict rendered on 28 December 2018, he added. 
Answering a question about FETO’s presence in 
Pakistan, the ambassador said that two schools 
of FETO were now being supervised by Turkish 
Maarif Foundation and we appreciate Pakistan 
for closing down those schools of FETO at the 
Turkiye government’s request. 
Commenting on the recent visit of Prime Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif to Türkiye, the Ambassador said 
that it was a successful visit and President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan was expected to visit Pakistan in 
September this year. Both countries are expected 
to sign multiple bilateral agreements during the 
upcoming visit of the Turkiye president. 

ISLAMABAD: Dr Mehmet Paçaci, Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye Briefing media 
about 15 July failed coup attempted by fETO, at the Turkiye Embassy, Thursday. – DNA
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NA Speaker says…

Turkiye ambassador Dr. Mehmet highlights the significance of the day

Türkiye a model for developing democracies

Special Correspondent
ISLAMABAD, Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
on Friday said the July 15th episode of the failed coup attempt in 
Türkiye, is indeed a great message to the entire world that noth-
ing can harm a democratic order if it is tested and then trusted 
by the people. Addressing the 6th anniversary of the failed coup 
attempt, the speaker said Türkiye indeed is today's role model 
for the developing democracies in the world and added that “ 
When the roots of democracy are linked by electorates in terms 
of homogeneous progress and prosperity. Where the people 
are not left at the mercy of narrow-minded interests, but where 
a democratic state is seen as their guardian and protector. If 
therefore goes to the division and acumen of President Erdogan. 
That under his leadership, the Turkish democracy has evolved to 
bring stability, strength, and prosperity to the country and the 
nation”. He also paid tribute to martyrs who lost their lives in 
defense of Turkiye’s democracy.  He expressed that Pakistan and 
Türkiye  shared goals of democracy & stability
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf further stated that this day reminded 
us of the memorable victory of the Türkiye’s democracy over the 
dark forces of regression and repression as it was this glorious day 
when the entire Turkiye nation stood like a rock side by side, it se-
lected popularly chosen leader President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
The cowardly attempt was made to detract from its chosen path 
of democracy, people's rules, and people's progress, he added. He 
congratulated Dr. Mehmet Paçaci, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Türkiye, on behalf of the entire nation on this 5th anniversary. 
He also requested the Ambassador to convey our felicitation to 
the President, Parliament, and the people of the brotherly Repub-
lic of Turkey. The speaker said Türkiye was a time-tested friend, 
Pakistan had always stood side by side with Turkish brothers and 

sisters including their turning hours of July 15th night.
“Our people have always taken pride in Türkiye’s progress as for 
generations our two people have shared our joys and sorrows to-
gether. It is therefore heartening for us in Pakistan to note that 
President Erdogan will be visiting Pakistan in September this year 
and the visit will also help our two countries in reshaping our stra-
tegic partnership in the changing times”, he informed.
The speaker said that the year 2022 also, marked the 75th anniver-
sary of diplomatic relations between our two modern states as it 
would indeed be an honor and an opportunity for all of us to listen 
to the ideas and vision of the Turkish President on global peace, 
Islamophobia and Mutual growth. He also told the audience about 
his visit to Turkiye next week at the invitation of the Speaker of 
the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye, to participate in the Tri-
lateral Parliamentary Forum of Azerbaijan, Pakistan, and Turkiye. 
He vowed that his visit would further pave the way in cementing 
the existing fraternal ties between our two parliaments.These 
regular contacts among the democratic leaders of our two coun-
tries are the manifestation of our mutual resolve to work jointly 
for global and regional peace, mutual economic growth, and 
prosperity of the people, he added. The speaker said Shaheed 
Benazir Bhutto once said, and I will quote; Democracy needs 
support, and the best support for democracy comes from other 
democracies. Democratic nations should come together in an 
association designed to help each other and promote what is a 
universal value of democracy.  Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Me-
hmet Paçaci, Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye, said that 
it was the night when Turkish democracy was protected by the 
Turkish people themselves under the leadership of President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan. The ambassador thanked the Chief Guest 
and other attendees for attending the event and showing solidar-
ity with the Turkish government and people of Turkiye.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf, Ambassador of Turkiye Mehmet Pacaci 
and others attending the July 15 event.– DNA
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Ambassador of Jordan Ibrahim Al Madani hands over award; 
Prof Arshad all praise for Jordan leadership for the honour

Pakistani professor gets 
King Abdullah II prize

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani professor 
Dr. Arshad Munir, Department of Is-
lamic Studies Ghazi University has 
been awarded with King Abdullah II 
prize in connection with World Inter-
faith Harmony Week. The professor 
got the seond prize. To decorate the 
professor with the prize Ambassa-
dor of Jordan to Pakistan Ibrahim Al 
Madani hosted a small but impres-
sive ceremony and handed over the 
award to Dr. Arshad Munir.
It may be mentioned here that in 
2010 King Abdullah II of Jordan in-
troduced the World Interfaith Har-
mony Week at the plenary session 
of the 65th UN General Assembly 
in New York, making the first week 
of February of every year a time to 
bring together all people, regardless 
of their faith or those with no faith to 
celebrate religious and cultural toler-
ance and understanding.
Prince Ghazi bin Muahmmad, Chief 
Advisor to King Abdullah II for 
Religious and Cultural Affairs and 

Personal Envoy of King Abdullah 
II presented the proposal at the 
UN General Assembly, where it 
was adopted unanimously as a UN 
observance Event on the 20th of 
October 2010. The core principle 
of King Abdullah II’s initiative is 
“Love of God and love of the neigh-

bor or, love of God or the neighbor”.
The Royal Aal Al Bayt Institute for Is-
lamic Thought in Jordan established 
the World Interfaith Harmony Week 
Prize in 2013 to recognize the three 
best events organized during the UN 
World Interfaith Harmony Week, 
which best promote the goals of the 
World Interfaith Harmony Week. 
Since 2014 this prize has been known 
as the King Abdullah II World Inter-
faith Week Prize. Prof. Dr Arshad 
Munir while thanking the Jordan gov-
ernment and the Ambassador said 
that it was a great honour for him and 
his family to receive great prize from 
the great country. He also thanked 
His Majesty King Abdullah II. 
He said the initiative of HM King 
Abdullah to introduce World Inter-
faith Harmony Week has definitely 
brought very positive impact in the 
whole world. The Amman message 
undoubtedly brought together the 
most authoritative figures of Islam 
to denounce terrorism and promote 
harmony within the world of Islam.
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National Day of 
Philippines celebrated
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Cultural show at the 
Philippines embassy
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Imran Ghaznavi 
installed as 
Islamabad 
Rotary Club 
President
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team save 
dreams Visits 
asma Homes

I, Hayah Bahroni, student of class AS at Super Nova 
School, F-8/1 along with my Ex-classmates of FESS 
who had earlier completed two projects success-
fully yet again achieved another milestone under the 

umbrella of Save Dreams. We, Save Dreams, are a team 
of teenage girls and boys, working together towards the 
cause of poverty alleviation; advancement of education, 
human rights, equality and diversity; the relief of those in 
need due to reasons of youth, ill-health & disabilities, and 
most importantly towards making our surroundings more 
environmental friendly, which we wish to achieve by plant-
ing more trees, recycling, controlling pollution and raising 
awareness through campaigns and similar projects. 
We, together, wish to make our country Pakistan become 
a better place to live in; by Saving Dreams. On Friday, 
15th July 2022, our team consisting of 08 members 
namely; Hayah Bahroni, Rafia Ali, Safiyyah Cheema, 
Ayesha Siddique, Noor-ul-Huda, Rida-eZainab, Moham-
mad Ibrahim and Abdullah Siddique visited Asma Homes; 
a project by Muskurahat Trust headed by Madam Asma 
Munir Salman located in Medina Town, Islamabad. Previ-
ously the same team had visited Master Ayub’s school 
and SR homes for social work. A teacher by profession, 
Ma’am Asma strongly believes that a positive ‘change’ 
can only be brought in the lives of Pakistani population 
and its economy if the deserving children are given close 
attention and provided quality education regardless of 
their ethnic, communal or financial background. 
She’s bent upon revolutionizing the current educational 
system in the remote areas of Pakistan and strongly be-

lieves that there must be no gender discrimination as far 
as a child’s right to education is concerned. Established 
in 2013, the home presently supports comfortable living, 
clothing, nutrition and quality education of around 30 un-
derprivileged children (aged 04 to 18 years) under one roof. 
The children are homeschooled to help them reach a level 
where they are ready to be enrolled in mainstream schools 
of the twin cities in order to enable them to become useful 
members of the society. The children are nurtured with 
love, care and attention so they may overcome their past 
setbacks and begin to live meaningful & purposeful lives. 
On our arrival at Asma Homes, we were greeted by lovely 
kids with big smiles on their faces. 
During the visit different activities were carried out includ-
ing playing charades, heads up, blind man’s buff, reading 
books, drawing, painting etc. It was a lovely sight to see the 
children happily playing around enjoying their youth. The 
way they talked and shared their stories were reflective 
of their mannerism and excellent grooming. Interviewing 
ma’am Asma in person was an enlightening opportunity for 
us. When asked ma’am Asma what made her pursue such a 
path of helping children in need, she replied with a humble 
smile on her face: “I believe that everyone in this world 
is sent down by God for a particular reason and to get to 
that reason, while doing it, you feel happy, that yes! I was 
sent to do this. Just like it’s said that you never get tired of 
doing what you love doing, similarly I realized I never got 
tired when I’m around these kids, rather it brings me joy”. 
She also has established a school for girls in Peshawar 
district, KPK, called Asma’s Model School for Girls which 
was set up in the aftermath of the massive floods of 2010, 
aiming to provide the girls of the poor farmers and labor-
ers of a remote village in KPK with quality education. 
Once asked about the goal she had in regards to this 
model school she said: “I aim to revolutionize the current 
mindsets, to ‘aid’ and ‘empower’ these deserving girls so 
they discover their inner potential and most importantly, 
make them self-reliant and contributing members of the 
society in the future.” Individuals like Ma’am Asma Mu-
nir Salman are a beacon of hope in this busy world and 
a reason for us Pakistanis to beam with pride. Learning 
from her, we, Team Save Dreams, as the voice of Paki-
stan, promise to instill the compassion of giving to the 
society and helping our brothers & sisters in need. 
We promise to stand strong together as the bright future. 
Today, I, like many of those out there, would like to voice 
out my team’s dream, my dream; which is to Save dreams.

Hayah Bahroni

“Alone we can do so little; but together we can do so much”



with al Qaeda down 
but not out, killing 
zawahiri is symbolic

James Dorsey
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P RESIDENT Joe Biden was not wrong when he de-
clared that “justice has been served” with the killing 
of Al Qaeda leader Ayman Zawahiri in a US drone 
strike. The problem is that’s only half of the truth; 

the other half is that Mr. Zawahiri was more a has-been than 
a power to be reckoned with on the jihadist totem pole. In 
death, he may have scored his most significant achievement 
since becoming head of Al Qaeda as the symbol of the failure 
of decades of war in Afghanistan. Mr. Zawahiri’s presence in 
Kabul in a house owned by Sirajuddin Haqqani, Afghanistan’s 
de  facto deputy head of state, will be touted as evidence that 
Afghanistan has reverted to being a base for terrorist groups. 
Mr. Haqqani’s son and son-in-law are believed to have also 
died in the drone strike.
In addition, the killing will likely become a partisan issue in 
domestic US politics, with Republicans pointing to Mr. Biden's 
bungled withdrawal a year ago of US troops from Afghanistan.
In anticipation of the criticism, Mr. Biden said the killing dem-
onstrated the United States’ post-withdrawal ability to protect 
Americans without "thousands of boots on the ground."
Even so, the withdrawal resulted from a war that the Unit-
ed States and its allies could not win and a fundamentally 
f lawed US-Taliban agreement negotiated by the administra-
tion of former President Donald J. Trump that helped the 
Taliban regain power. Since succeeding Osama bin Laden 
after the United States killed him in 2011, Mr. Zawahiri, 
the man who helped shape Al Qaeda from day one, could 
not garner the stature of the group’s former leader. Nor 
was he able to impose his will on Al Qaeda franchises in 
Yemen, Somalia, and elsewhere in Africa. Researcher Nel-
ly Lahoud argues in a recently published book based on 
computer files confiscated in the US raid that killed Mr. 
Bin Laden that Al Qaeda had lost much of its operational 
capability in the immediate years after the 2001 invasion 
of Afghanistan. The Islamic State, the foremost jihadist 
organization locked into a bitter fight with the Taliban, in-
creasingly overshadowed Al Qaeda, showcasing Mr. Zawa-
hiri's inability to fill Mr. Bin Laden's shoes.
In fact, the Islamic State today poses a greater threat to the 
United States than Al Qaeda. Equally importantly, the Islam-
ic State also constitutes a more significant threat to Central 
Asian states like Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, as well as Russia 
and China. If Mr. Zawahiri’s presence in Kabul raises questions 
about the Taliban’s willingness and determination to prevent 
militant groups from operating from its territory, repeated Is-
lamic State attacks on domestic Afghan targets, and the firing 
of rockets into Tajikistan and Uzbekistan call into question the 
group’s ability to do so. To be sure, granting Al Qaeda leaders 
shelter does not by definition amount to Taliban acquiescence 
of the group launching attacks from Afghan soil.
The questions are particularly acute given that Mr. Zawahiri 
was killed days after the Taliban engaged with representa-
tives of 30 countries at a conference in the Uzbek capital of 
Tashkent in a bid to unfreeze some US$7 billion in Afghan 

foreign currency reserves. Days later, Tashkent hosted for-
eign ministers of the Shanghai Cooperation Council (SCO), 
who had Afghanistan high on their agenda. The SCO groups 
India, Russia, China, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, and Tajikistan. The Taliban regime has yet to be 
officially recognized by any country. Countries across geo-
political divides have insisted that the Taliban first demon-
strate their willingness and ability to control all of Afghani-
stan and curtail militant groups.
The international community also required the Taliban to form 
an inclusive government and ensure women’s rights. The Tali-
ban have yet to deliver on any of its promises.
Reporting to the United Nations Security Council in Janu-
ary, UN Special Representative for Afghanistan Deborah 
Lyons noted that “the existence of numerous terrorist 
groups in Afghanistan remains a broad international and 
especially regional concern. The desire of the de facto au-
thorities to take on this threat across the board remains 
to be convincingly demonstrated.” Ms. Lyons’ remarks 
have seemingly gone unheeded in Kabul. In response to 
the Islamic State attacks on Tajikistan, home to Russia’s 
largest foreign military base, the Taliban are building a 
watchtower on the two countries’ border with the help of 
a Tajik group bent on changing the regime in Dushanbe.
Adding insult to injury, graffiti near the tower celebrates Mu-
hammad Sharipov, aka M. Arsalon or Mahdi Arsalon, a Tajik na-
tional wanted by authorities for the past eight years on terror-
ism charges. During talks last month, Tajik President Emomali 
Rahmon cautioned his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, 
against a possible recognition by Moscow of the Taliban re-
gime. Mr. Putin insisted that he would consider Tajik concerns 
about ethnic minority rights in Afghanistan.
While ethnic minority rights may be a Tajik concern, the op-
posite may be true for China. China fears that the militant 
Turkestan Islamic Party (TIP), also known as the East Turke-
stan Islamic Movement (ETIM), hardened by the war in Syria, 
may want to use Afghanistan as a launching pad for attacks in 
retaliation for China's brutal crackdown on the Uyghur Turkic 
Muslim minority in the northwestern province of Xinjiang.
A United Nations Security Council report said last month that 
the  group had built strongholds in Badakhshan near the Chi-
nese border in northeast Afghanistan, where it had “expanded 
its area of operations and covertly purchased weapons, with the 
aim of improving its capabilities for terrorist activities.”
The Taliban suggested that they had moved the estimated 
1,000 Uyghur fighters away from the Chinese border to other 
parts of Afghanistan last October. China has long pressed the 
Taliban to curtail the group’s activity.
Creating distance between Uyghur militants and the Chinese 
border may not be good enough. The Islamic State sought 
to make that clear when it employed an Uyghur as a suicide 
bomber in an attack last October on a Shiite Muslim mosque in 
the Afghan city of Kunduz. The message was: Uyghur militants 
have alternatives. The Taliban may not be their best bet.
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Gilgit Serena Hotel; Where 
Hospitality is Culture & Tradition

Munaza Kazmi

G ILGIT-BALTISTAN 
is, perhaps, the most 
spectacular region of 
Pakistan in terms of 

its geography and scenic beauty. 
Moreover, it is strategically close 
to the heart of Central Asia and 
is the home of the world’s great-
est mountain ranges. The Karako-
ram, The Himalaya, The Hindu-
kush, and The Pamir radiate out 
from this center like spokes on a 
wheel. This array of mountains 
has carefully guarded Pakistan’s 
frontiers with China, India, Af-
ghanistan and across the narrow 

Wakhan corridor. 
Rich in history, culture, and natu-
ral beauty the area has been visit-
ed for centuries by travelers, both 
modern day tourists and ancient 
travelers from the Silk Road. It 
also remained for many years a fo-
cal point of political and military ri-
valries amongst the Russian, Brit-
ish and Chinese empires. 
Gilgit the capital of Gilgit-Bal-
tistan known as Asia’s wonder-
land stands as the paradise when 
it comes to describing the beau-
ty. Also, the region holds much 
significance on ground of linking 
Pakistan with China and Central 
Asia. Moreover, in past it was a 

major hub for Buddhism. Gilgit 
is a dazzling mountainous valley-
situated at an elevation of 1,500 
meters, which make the topogra-
phy and climate quiet extreme. 
However, due to the smooth 
working of Karakoram Highway, 
and Gilgit Airport one can easy 
reach Gilgit. For every kind of 
traveler, the city has a package, 
there’s nature, history, adven-
ture, discovery, and luxury. Com-
mon language is Balti, instead I 
would say “Hospitality”. 
Besides the supreme astonish-
ing fact is, the region has one 
of the highest literacy rates as 
compared to other similar dis-
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tricts in Pakistan due to the in-
f luence of His Highness Prince 
Karim Aga Khan, whom most of 
the populace follow as their spir-
itual leader, I had seen an equal 
number of girls wearing school 
uniforms on top, and women 
working side by side with men. I 
had found them in almost every 
fragment of market let’s say sell-
ing jewels, on tea stalls, in self-
operated restaurants, in fields, 
and even in hotel “Gilgit Serena” 
where I was staying.
This I found very remarkable! 
Gilgit Serena Hotellocated on 
Sherullah Baig Road is in prox-
imity from the bus stand and 
the airport is a gorgeous resort 
property in the cradle of the 
glittering Karakoram Mountain-
range and was my home for the 
next few days. 
Today after a year the memories 
of the Elegantly chic building 
with floral lawns stretching on 
a massive area, natural water 
fountains, my early morning-
walks in the bloomy gardens, 
picking juicy apples, tasting red 
strawberries, running after ba-
bysquirrels and that afternoon 
joys of swing makes me think of 
planning for another. 
Nestled into the glittering shadow 
of the stunningKarakoram Moun-
tain range, Gilgit Serena Hotel 
recaptures the warmth and charm 
of a long-ago mountain retreat, al-
lowing visitors to experience the 
legendary region in a most au-
thentic way while enjoying mod-
ern day amenities. 
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The Hotel offers new experiences 
and discoveries amid an ancient 
setting. Where nature lovers can 
explore the snow-capped beauty 
of the Karakoram mountain range 
while enjoying superlative local 
cuisine in heritage-style. 
Furthermore, perfect attention to 
detail and an eye for local design 
and décor has been given that cre-
ats a warm, inviting shelter after 
a day of adventure. Every interior 
and furnishing of the room display 
the aura of pure Gilgit-Culture.
Give your skin a new life by hav-
ing a refreshing bath in the adja-
cent shower room, equipped with 
contemporary amenities. Later in 
the evening, grab a cup of coffee 
and step out onto the private bal-
cony, I betyou would be enslaved 
by the captivating views of Shiny 
Mount Rakaposhi, Kaleidoscopic 
Danyore Village, and Dancing 
Gilgit and Hunza Rivers. 
In total The Hotel has 44Deluxe 
Rooms,including 02 Executive 
Suites which merge modern 
comfort with traditional refine-

ment recently upgraded. Beside 
bed and bath, all accommoda-
tions feature minibars, mini re-
frigerators, work desks, 24-hour 
room service, private balconies 
and most significant to remem-
ber all rooms are smoke free. 
Executive Suites: Spacious 
707-square-foot Executive Suites, 
designed for travelers seeking more 
space, feature a king bed, separate 
lounge, and a private balcony with 
outdoor seating. 
Deluxe Rooms: Handsomely de-
signed, these 41 rooms offer one 
king or two twin beds, a work 
desk, internet, a safe deposit box 
and attached bath.
Hence you can tailor the visit ac-
cording to your requirement.
Dinning: For Dinning Gilgit Serena 
Hotel is the perfect choice, on my 
first visit I thanked my friend for 
the recommendation. It’s a treat 
for all 5 senses, the fabulousTradi-
tional environment, the aroma of 
freshly baked bread, the hospitable 
staff, delightful food and the daz-
zling view of Mount Rakaposhi. 

Moreover, the hotel offers au-
thentic Pakistani delights in-
cluding local regional dishes, 
complemented by innovative 
Chinese and Continental spe-
cialties with Inviting surround-
ings. Gilgit Serena Hotel fea-
tures a splendid restaurant to 
enchant every palate, with am-
bience as unique and inspiring 
as the cuisine. Whether you are 
looking to indulge in a lavish 
buffet or Afternoon High Tea 
on Sunday, unforgettable din-
ing experiences await. 
Furthermore, all  meals at the 
hotel feature fresh ingredi-
ents some from Hotel’s very 
own fruit orchards and organ-
ic vegetable garden, providing 
you with the unique opportu-
nity to savor some of the best 
cuisine in the region.
Dumani Restaurant: 
Renowned throughout Gilgit 
for its Pakistani, Continental, 
and Chinese cuisine. I enjoyed 
thelavishfood with views of the 
hotel’s lawns, mountains and the 
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live playing of Rubab and Tabla 
on the unforgettable the tune of 
Shahrukh’s “Baazighar”. Restau-
rant serves breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, though on Sunday, a High 
Tea is accompanied by buffet 
and a la carte service. However, 
Breakfast is complimentary for 
all the hotel guests. 
Garden BBQ: 
From May through September, 
Garden BBQ features everything 
from seafood to local chicken and 
beef specialties, under the shade 
of native trees.The sounds of tra-
ditional live music and the water 
channel’s gentle cascade offer an 
enchanting backdrop for a classi-
cal dining experience.
In-Room Dinning: 
Well sometimes, enjoying food 
in the privacy of our cozy room 
or a Monarch like feel of dinning 
in the private balcony is what I 

would love. In the Hotal, around 
the clock service is available. 
Framed by traditional wood ar-
chitecture, awe-inspiring views 
of the snow-capped Karakoram 
Mountain Range and lush or-
ganic orchards and gardens, 
Gilgit Serena Hotel is the most 
unique and beautiful hotel in 
the Gilgit Valley. 
Merging the finest of local 
culture and heritage with per-
sonalised service, hotel offers 
exclusive and immersive ex-
periences designed to make 
your holiday an unforgettable 
experience. Whether you wish 
to visit one of Gilgit’s three 
hanging bridges, picnic by the 
Jutial Stream or ski the slopes 
of Naltar, the staff will help 
you experience all the wonders 
Gilgit-Baltistan has to offer. 
During my visit I learned about 

“Karighar” a CSR project of 
Serena Hotels’, a vocational 
center that was established 
back in the year 2016, has been 
making a significant contribu-
tion to provide entrepreneur-
ship training to various seg-
ments of communities mainly 
women in Gilgit-Baltistan re-
gion of Pakistan, for a sustain-
able growth and quality of life. 
On my visit I found Karighar an 
economic lift-up, empowering 
the community in this remote 
region to supplement the house-
hold income by providing them 
with education and training re-
lated to the bee-farming, besides 
stitching and embroidery. This is 
not just a hotel but a value chain, 
however after visiting Gilgit Ser-
ena Hotel, where hospitality is 
culture and tradition, I under-
stood why it has been said.
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Japan has provided development assistance to Pakistan since 1954, totaling $11.7bln
D.N.A

ISLAMABAD: The Government 
of Japan has agreed to provide 
new grant assistance worth 1,236 
million Japanese Yen (Equivalent 
to around 9.062 million USD / 
around 1,855 million PKR) for up-
grading the mechanical system for 
sewerage and drainage services 
in Multan. On August 3, 2022, in 
the presence of the Parliamentary 
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Japan, H.E. Mr. HONDA Taro, 
on a visit to Pakistan, a signing 
ceremony for the assistance was 
held at the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs in Islamabad. H.E. Mr. 
WADA Mitsuhiro, Ambassador of 
Japan, Mr. KINOSHITA Yasumit-
su, Chief Representative of JICA, 
H.E. Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Minister 
for Economic Affairs, Mr. Mian 
Asad Hayaud Din, Secretary, 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, and 

other officials from both countries 
attended this ceremony.
Multan city has faced constant 
flooding of roads in the urban ar-
eas due to frequent sewer clogging, 
causing road closures and sanitary 
problems. Although the Water and 
Sanitation Agency (WASA) Mul-
tan continues to enhance their sew-
erage services through repairing 
their old equipment for cleaning 
sewer pipes and relocating reusable 
equipment to where most needed, it 
has been difficult to adequately re-
spond to citizens’ requests for pre-
venting sewer clogging.
This grant project will address 
the above issues by upgrading 
the sewerage equipment, such as 
cleaning equipment and drainage 
pumps, to effectively maintain 
the sewer pipes and channels. 
This will help improve sewerage 
services and contribute to sus-
tainable sanitation in the region.

In the signing ceremony, the Par-
liamentary Vice-Minister HON-
DA stated, “I am delighted to 
be able to visit Pakistan on the 
unique occasion of the 70th an-
niversary of the diplomatic rela-
tions between Japan and Paki-
stan. I will make every effort to 
strengthen the friendship between 
the two countries by continuous 
development cooperation, espe-
cially in the sectors such as water 
supply and sewage, disaster pre-
vention, health, and education, as 
well as by promoting people-to-
people exchanges and expanding 
trade and investment.”
H.E. Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Minister 
for Economic Affairs, Government 
of Pakistan, expressed his deepest 
appreciation to the Government of 
Japan for its generous support, es-
pecially given the Japanese high 
quality and extensive development 
cooperation for decades.

Japan provides 9 million 
USD for Sewerage and 
Drainage Services in Multan
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ASEAN envoys meet discuss trade 
and investment opportunities

Call to start free trade between Pakistan and ASEAN

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Zahid Latif Khan, the 
Chairman of Asian Institute of Eco-
civilization Research and Development 
(AIERD) has called for finalizingFree 
Trade Agreement (FTA) between Paki-
stan and Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) without any delay.
He was talking to the participants of 
a special meeting on “Pakistan-ASE-
AN Economic Linkages” organized by 
AIERDhere on Tuesday. Besides oth-
ers, the meeting was attended by the 
Ambassadors of Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Malaysia,Brunei Darussalam, and Phil-
ippine.The meeting also discussed the 
possibility of China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) third party coopera-
tion with the hope that it would bring 
prosperity to the region. 
Highlighting that Pakistan is a land of 
opportunities with diverse economic 
fields, geography, and potential to 
become the hub of connectivity, MR 
Latif said ASAEN must explore av-
enues here to benefit from these op-
portunities. 
Speaking on the occasion, H. E. 
Adam MulawarmanTugio, the Am-
bassador of Indonesia, proposed 
that there should a focal desk at 

Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (RCCI) to promote eco-
nomic and trade linkages between 
Pakistan-ASEAN. President of RCCI 
Nadeem Rauf,while agreeing to the 
suggestion,assured the participants 
that RCCI and AIERD will jointly 
work to establish thisdesk. H.E.  
Nguyen Tien Phong, theAmbassa-
dor of Vietnam, stressedthe need 
for stability, continuity, and consist-
ency in policies for improving eco-

nomic and trade linkages between 
Pakistan and ASEAN. H.E. Ms Maria 
Agnes M. Cervantes, theAmbassador 
of Vietnam,proposed to enhance the 
linkages through improved exchanges. 
H. E. Abdul Mubdi’ Osman, the Am-
bassador of Brunei Darussalam, 
shared that Brunei has offered good 
opportunities to invest and trade, es-
pecially in the field of LNG. 
H. E. Deddy Faisal Ahmad Salleh, the 
Ambassador of Malaysia, said Malay-
sia is working to enhance connectivity 
with Pakistan and trying to operation-
alize direct flights. 
During the open discussion, Mr Bi-
lal proposed that Pakistan-ASEAN 
should work onestablishing a special 
economic zone in Pakistan. “It will be 
an excellent initiative to deepen the 
regional linkages and create new eco-
nomic opportunities,” he added.
Mr. Shakeel Ahamd Ramay, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of AIERD, concluded 
that Pakistan and ASEAN should work 
to boost the relationship based onthe 
win-win cooperation. Besides trade 
and investment, cooperation in other 
fields including health, education, ag-
riculture as well as media and arts is 
also the need of hour to cement the 
ties between the people and govern-
ments of ASEAN and Pakistan. – DNA
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Khadija 
appointed 

Environment 
and Climate 

Minister
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador Khadija Mohamed Almakhzoumi has been appointed as the Minister of the 
Ministry of Environment and Climate. Ms. Khadija has served in Pakistan as Somalia ambassador. 
She recently contested the elections for MP and because the Member of the Parliament. Her Pakistani 
friends have congratulated her on this important posting and wished her best of luck. – DNA






