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THE political climate of Pakistan has suddenly 
taken a new turn as the Prime Minister Imran 

Khan, during his live interaction with the public 
on the national hook up, chose to once again take 
the Sharif family to the task. The prime minister 
reiterated his ‘commitment’ to put them behind the 
bars and recover looted money. He also ruled out any 
National Reconciliation Order (NRO) with those who, 
according to him, had plundered national wealth and 
built huge empires abroad. The prime minister’s body 
language suggested that he was not comfortable with 

the so far progress on the cases pursued by the accountability commission 
spearheaded by Shahzad Akbar. And it transpired into reality the very next 
day when Shahzad Akbar tendered his resignation. Reports indicate that 
Imran Khan was not happy with him, especially the way he was handling 
the cases of the Sharif family and thus asked to step down.
As the election time is drawing near, frustration of the incumbent PTI is 
getting deeper and deeper for it knows very well that with this baggage it 
will simply not be able to put up any good show. Defeat in the recent KPK 
local bodies’ elections is a clear manifestation of the ruling party’s lacklus-
ter performance in its stronghold.  The prime minister during his interac-
tion with masses held indiscreet issuance of party tickets responsible for 
the local bodies’ election debacle however critics take this only as a face 
saving argument. The removal of Shahzad Akbar may further sever rela-
tions between the government and the establishment because Shahzad, as 
reports suggest, was a nominee of the powers that be. The PTI leadership 
construed Shahzad Akbar’s inability of establishing a strong case against 
the Sharif family just because he had ‘instructions’ from some quarters to 
try to prolong the case as long as he could. The Capital is also abuzz with 
reports of Sharif family’s striking a deal for the safe return of Nawaz Sha-
rif. There are also reports that PML- N may be an alternative in case the 
PTI govt calls it a day or is shown the door. Prime Minister Imran Khan is 
probably well aware of all these developments.
There is a section of society that has suddenly came up with the idea of the 
presidential form of government as an alternative to the prevalent system. 
Political parties rightly stood up against these prepositions for if it hap-
pened, it would eliminate their role from Pakistan’s politics. The move is 
also considered as an attempt to pressurize political parties to reach an un-
derstanding with the powers that be for any future set up in case the PTI 
government departs. Prime Minister Imran Khan, according to sources, is 
being convinced to spearhead the movement for the presidential system 
with this bait that he will be chosen as the President of Pakistan once the 
system would be put in place. I personally don’t think the presidential form 
of government can really help us get out of the mess we have mired in bad-
ly. The reason is obvious. The same people shall be picked up to run that 
system. Even the parliamentary form of government can deliver the goods 
provided it is run by a team of honest people. Practically out of 74 years of 
its existence Pakistan has been governed with a presidential system for al-
most 46 years. The dictatorial regimes, as a matter of fact, represent a presi-
dential system where only one man calls the shots with a team of his own 
choosing. Imran Khan may have an earnest wish to bring 
about a revolution but perhaps lacks in required strength, 
authority and a do-gooder team needed in this regard.
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FM Qureshi visit 
a turning point in 
Spain-Pak ties

Manuel Duran

EXCLUSIVE

Ansar M Bhatti

Ambassador of Spain 
Manuel Duran says 

Spanish citizens not at all 
discouraged to travel to 

Pakistan; it is in the interest 
of every member of the OIC 
to see Afghanistan recover 

and rebuild itself

1)   Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi visited 
Spain and met with his coun-
terpart besides having impor-
tant meetings with other dig-
nitaries. How do you see this 
visit with regard to further 
strengthening of bilateral re-
lations?
This visit is a turning point in 
our bilateral relations. I have 
the feeling that we are now 
witnessing the most eventful 
moment since our two coun-
tries established diplomatic 
relations 70 years ago.  Our 
Foreign Minister, Mr Albares, 
came to Pakistan last Septem-
ber and met with Mr Qureshi, 
General Bajwa and with the 
Prime Minister. Qureshi´s vis-
it to Spain has been the natu-
ral follow-up to that visit and 
has been incredibly rich in ex-
changes. He met with the third 
authority of our Country, the 
President of our Parliament, 
and also with the Minister of 
Commerce. Apart, naturally 
of his long encounter with 
our Foreign Minister. Differ-
ent agreements and MOU´s 
will soon be reality thanks to 
this visit. Our Authorities also 
insisted on thanking Pakistan 
for helping Spain in the evacu-
ation of those afghan citizens 
who had worked for our coun-
try for years when we had a 

presence in Afghanistan
2)   FM Qureshi also took up 
travel advisory issue review 
for Pakistanis. Do you think 
Pakistanis may have good 
news in this regards?
The travel advisory for Paki-
stan has changed enormously 
since the days when most Eu-
ropean countries warned their 
citizens against visiting Paki-
stan on account of the security 
concerns. Now, most European 
countries only highlight those 
areas in Pakistan in which 
there is a certain level of inse-
curity, but our citizens are not 
at all discouraged to travel to 
Pakistan.
We keep updating these rec-
ommendations and every time 
there is a change, it is always 
in a positive and constructive 
sense.
3)   The matter of dual citizen-
ship also came under discus-
sion. Recently Norway has al-
lowed Pakistanis to keep both 
nationalities i.e Pakistani and 
Norwegian. Can we expect 
same arrangement with Spain 
as well?
Mr Albares was very clear 
when this issue was raised dur-
ing the press conference that 
took place after the encounter 
between the two Ministers. 
The issue of Double national-
ity, like all issues connected 

Ambassador of Spain 
Manuel Duran talked to 
Daily Islamabad POST 

regarding the recent visit 
of Pakistan’s Foreign 

Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi to Spain. The 
ambassador talked in 

detail as to how the visit 
shall further strengthen 

bilateral relations. Here is 
the text of the interview.
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with Spanish nationality, is contemplated in 
our Civil Code. A change of legislation is con-
stitutionally complicated. Having said this, the 
Minister committed himself to creating a Work-
ing group in which both Embassies will try to 
make the lives of the Pakistani community liv-
ing in Spain easier.
4)   Let me avail this opportunity to have your 
insight about the recently held OIC meeting on 
Afghanistan. How do you see this event and do 
you think it can help overcome humanitarian 
crisis in Afghanistan?

I really hope this important meeting will raise 
awareness about the vital importance of ad-
dressing the Humanitarian crisis in Afghani-
stan.  I tend to be optimistic, and in this case, 
there are reasons for hope, because during the 
Conference one could feel that everyone was 
in favour of helping the Afghans stand on their 
feet again. The end of this terrible Humanitar-
ian crisis is the only way of creating a peaceful 
environment for the whole region. It is in the 
interest of every member of the OIC to see Af-
ghanistan recover and rebuild itself.

Traders stand by Kashmiris: RCCI
 

DNA
RAWALPINDI: President Rawalpindi Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (RCCI), Ch. Nadeem Rauf 
has said that Kashmir is the unfinished agenda of 
partition plan and the UN-sponsored plebiscite is 
the only solution to the core issue.
In a statement on  Kashmir Solidarity Day, the 
president RCCI said through its illegal and uni-
lateral actions of August 5 2019, India directly 
contravened the relevant United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolutions.
Nadeem Rauf said that traders always stood with 
Kashmiri people and they would always raise their 
voice for Kashmiris’ right to self-determination. He 
termed the Kashmir dispute bone of contention be-
tween Pakistan and India. A peaceful South Asia 
could only be prosperous if all the outstanding is-
sues are resolved between Pakistan and India, in-
cluding Kashmir, he added.
“Trade between the two countries and other re-
gional states could only be boosted up once we 
have peace in this region,” he said.



Exhibition ‘Colors of Spain 
& Pakistan’ at Lok Virsa

Dr Israr praised the initiative; Ambassador Duran says, Spain has sixteen 
national parks and 50 percent of animals that you can find in Europe are 
found in Spain. 70 animals’ species are endangered but the Spanish govt 

has devised a long-term policy to protect them and their environment

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Israr, Additional Sec-
retary Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
praised the Spanish embassy for taking 
the initiative and providing the all and 
sundry a chance of having first hand infor-
mation about various aspects of the Span-
ish culture and especially hitherto the 
hidden treasures of Spain by holding this 
wonderful exhibition. Dr. Israr expressed 
these views while speaking at exhibition 
titled Colors of Spain & Pakistan organ-
ized jointly by the Spanish embassy and 
Lok Virsa. The exhibition will continue till 
Sunday. Ambassador of Spain Manuel Du-
ran and Dr Zubia Deputy Director of Lok 
Virsa also spoke on the occasion.  
Talking about the exhibition, Dr. Israr 
said he was impressed with the exhibi-

tion when it was first held at the Paki-
stan Monument jointly organized by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Spanish embassy. ‘I commend the policy 
of the Spanish government to save the 
endangered species”, he added. 
Dr. Israr said keeping in view the proxim-
ity of relations between the two countries 
the trade volume was still limited, which 
needs to be improved. Since we have 
changed our focus from geo politics to 
geo economics, I would urge friends from 
Spain embassy that we should be work-
ing on this angle to further promote and 
strengthen our economic relations.
He added, we are trying to woo famous 
Spanish business chains to come to Paki-
stan and explore business opportunities 

here. He said some concerns from Fais-
alabad were already in contact with these 
chains. Ambassador of Spain Manuel 
Duran in his speech said Spain and Paki-
stan enjoy excellent bilateral diplomatic 
relations. Another example of that is the 
recent visit on September 10th to Islama-
bad of Mr. José Manuel Albares, Spanish 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi also 
visited Spain recently. The visit proved a 
turning point in the bilateral relations of 
Spain and Pakistan, he added.
Ambassador Duran said both Spain and 
Pakistan share views on environmental 
issues as well adding both countries 
wish to join hands to overcome environ-
mental degradation. He said both coun-

Ansar M Bhatti
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tries enjoy excellent bilateral and multi-
lateral relations, which have helped us 
especially improve and strengthen peo-
ple to people contacts.
The ambassador told that the exhibition 
will continue till Sunday so people have 
a chance to come and enjoy the photo-
graphs. He said a total of 40 photographs 
have been displayed out of which 20 have 
been brought all the way from Spain. 
They depict the variety and richness of 
Spanish natural heritage. Spain, he said, 
has sixteen national parks and 50 percent 
of animals that you can find in Europe are 
found in Spain. 70 animals’ species are en-
dangered but the Spanish government has 
devised a long-term policy to protect them 
and their environment. 
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Argentine Republic Leopoldo Francisco Sahores presents a football 
designed for the occasion of 70 years of establishment of diplomatic relations between Pakistan 
and Argentina to Editor Daily Islamabad POST and CENTRELINE Ansar Mahmood Bhatti on the 
occasion of latter’s visit to the Argentine embassy. – DNA
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Why does Africa matter today?
Fatchima Elise H. Paraiso

AFRICA is an old continent, 
which has been much 
talked about in the early 

days of history, with the Egypt of 
the pyramids then with Carthage, 
the rival of Rome, then with the 
Roman provinces of Africa, from 
which emerged, in the third cen-
tury, one of the most famous em-
perors, Septimius Severus, origi-
nally from Tripolitania.
Then Africa declined a lot, until 
it became a kind of backyard of 
Europe, having been almost com-
pletely colonized. Only Ethiopia 
was able to defend itself against 
the division of Africa by the Eu-
ropean powers. Africa did not re-
gain its independence until the 
60s, after hard struggles. But his 
departure into the concert of na-
tions is difficult; for a long time, 
Africa has been synonymous with 
poverty and underdevelopment.
Today, on the contrary, it is 
emerging as “the continent of the 
future”. Why ? I will respond by 
explaining here what Africa is to-
day and why it is called so.
Let us first recall some essential 
data on Africa: it is 
- A continent of 30 million square 
kilometres, surrounded by: the 
Atlantic Ocean to the West, the 
Mediterranean to the North, the 
Red Sea to the Northeast, the In-

dian/Arabian Ocean to the East.
- The continent is populated by 
1.3 billion inhabitants, or 17% of 
the world’s population.
- This population is spread over 
54 sovereign countries.
Remember these simple figures: 
30 million Kms2, 1.3 billion in-
habitants, 54 countries. 
Africa’s assets are:
- First of all, the abundance of 
natural resources, most of which 
are of recent exploitation.  Some 
ancient kingdoms, such as the 
Mali Empire, had long operated 
salt and iron mines, but for most 
resources, industrial-scale min-
ing began in the twentieth cen-
tury, for example, oil in Nigeria, 
diamonds in Botswana, uranium 
in Niger.  So most mines have 
been producing recently and are 
still far from exhaustion. Africa 
has 50% of the world’s gold re-
serves, 90% of platinum, 90% of 
cobalt, 64% of manganese; Con-
go DRC alone has 70% of the col-
tan so essential for electronic 
components.
- Secondly, because the popula-
tion is young and growing rapidly. 
Women continue to have more 
than four children on average, 
while infant mortality is disap-
pearing, thanks to the progress 
of medecine. Thus, average life 

expectancy is increasing rapidly, 
for example by one year a year in 
my country Niger. In most of Af-
rica’s 54 countries, the average 
age is less than thirty years. This 
youth means energy, strength and 
innovation.
- Third: with this population 
growth and innovative youth, 
comes economic growth: at more 
than 5% per year, it is now much 
higher in Africa than the world 
average, and some countries hold 
growth records above 8% such as 
Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Rwanda.
- Fourthly, the assets I have just 
outlined mean that Africa, a con-
tinent long forgotten except for 
some of the former colonial pow-
ers, is now attracting the atten-
tion of all world and regional pow-
ers, as well as emerging powers 
on other continents.
We thus see the development of an 
African policy of China, Turkey, 
Pakistan, India and Russia. More 
diplomatic activities is also a sign 
of more economic investment. Af-
rica is becoming a big market, and 
a stage of the new trade routes: it 
is the new horizon.
However, there are many obsta-
cles before achieving Africa’s 
potential: I will come back to 
this in my next article in my col-
umn on “Islamabad Post”. But 
what is important to emphasize 
today is that we must not miss 
the historic turning point that 
puts Africa at the forefront of 
the international scene.  
By launching its “Engage Africa” 
policy in November 2019, Paki-
stan has shown that it has not 
missed Africa’s historic turning 
point.  However, this subject re-
mains little known in public opin-
ion.  The Pakistani media must 
contribute to raising awareness 
of the importance of Africa, in-
cluding the dimension of “people 
to people” relations, as Minister 
Qureshi said during the “Engage 
Africa” conference.
I produced a more detailed ver-
sion of this presentation on my 
You Tube channel ‘’Engage Af-
rica’’
https: / /youtube.com/channel/
UCd-ehSM0d154avy8uCcMKkA

– Fatchima Elise H. Paraiso is the 
CEO/Engage Africa Organization  

engageafricaea@gmail.com



12 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centreline.com.pkCENTRELINE

Looming threat of terrorism

A NEW wave of terror-
ist attacks has begun in 
Pakistan since the talk 

of negotiations with Tehreek 
e Taliban Pakistan. Earlier it 
was gloriously announced that 
government has ‘triumphed’ in 
reaching a ceasefire agreement 
with the proscribed organiza-
tion. The Afghan Taliban were 
said to be the ‘third party’ en-
gaged in the talks as guarantor. 
However, the ceasefire agree-
ment lasted only a month. And 
since then, a worrisome wave of 
attacks on armed forces and ci-
vilians has started. 
While the terrorist attacks on 
armed forces in the merged dis-
tricts and Afghan border are rath-
er common, two recent incidents 
have surely been alarming. First, 
Taliban claimed the responsibil-
ity of an attack on Islamabad 
Capital Police team, which re-
sulted in a cop being martyred 
and two others getting injured. 
Both the attackers were killed in 
the encounter. It raises so much 
questions on how we are dealing 
with the terrorist organization. 
Just weeks ago, we announce a 
‘welcome’ milestone in starting 
of negotiations, and now they are 
bold and strong enough to suc-
cessfully target police personnel 
in the heart of the capital. Were 
the relevant authorities unaware 
of this gruesome attack at all? Or 
the threat was just not taken se-
rious? There must be a thorough 
investigation on the failures 
which led to the Taliban striking 
this deep into the country. Speak-

ing after attending the funeral of 
martyred Head Constable Muna-
war Hassan, the interior minister 
said this was the first such inci-
dent of the New Year and said 
that all law enforcement agen-
cies needed to raise their guard. 
Sheikh Rashid confirmed that 
this was a terrorist attack.
Another incident pertinent to 
mention is Lahore Anarkali 
blast, which killed three persons 
and injured dozens. The occur-
rence of a blast of this caliber, 
in commercial area of Lahore, is 
not something to be ignored. It is 
a very alarming situation, which 
could lead to disastrous conse-
quences in future if the threat is 
not properly dealt with. It was 
late 2000’s when the terrorists 
were easily targeting big cities 
of Pakistan on weekly basis. 
The consequences of Pakistan’s 
participation in Afghan war led 
to major unrest and violence in 
Pakistan itself. However, our 
people and armed forces have 
rendered countless sacrifices 
and managed to thoroughly 
curb the threat of terrorism. 
The relative calm that most of 
the country has enjoyed for the 
past years is a result of major 
offensive operations that led to 
the destruction of terrorists’ in-
frastructure, their networks and 
safe havens. They must not be 
allowed to have their anti-state 
and anti-people objectives bring 
into force.  It’s far too danger-
ous for the country which is just 
redeeming itself to the world as 
a land of peace.

The government and relevant 
authorities must also keep in 
check the role of de facto Af-
ghan government in this case. 
Though the Afghan Taliban 
have said they have no links to 
the Pakistani Taliban, but still 
many of notorious TTP leaders 
have been residing there. 
The government must push 
Afghan Taliban to stem out 
those who are master minding 
the attacks on Pakistani people 
from safe havens in neighbor-
ing country. That’s the least 
they can offer against Paki-
stani tireless efforts for getting 
them recognized. The reports 
of Afghan Taliban halting the 
work on border fencing has al-
ready tarnished mush of their 
‘Pro-Pakistan’ image that the 
incumbent Pakistani govern-
ment has been eagerly building 
at home. The terrorist attacks 
further threaten to damage the 
mutual good-will. 
The Pakistani government, 
military and all stake holders 
need to be on the same page 
on how to deal with the ris-
ing threat of terrorism. Gov-
ernment must not keep other 
stakeholders at bay if it really 
wants to devise a comprehen-
sive plan to counter the threat. 
The negotiations were started 
without the consent of national 
political leadership or the Par-
liament. Now the Parliament 
must be taken into confidence 
before any new adventure with 
the Pakistani Taliban.

(shujaat.hamza@gmail.com)

Shujaat Hamza

The government and relevant authorities must also 
keep in check the role of de facto Afghan government 
in this case. Though the Afghan Taliban have said they 
have no links to the Pakistani Taliban, but still many 
of notorious TTP leaders have been residing there
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W E hear a lot about Islam being 
misrepresented in the news these 
days.  Reports of violence, dis-

crimination, restrictions on women’s rights 
have led to the erroneous conclusion that 
human rights and democracy has no place 
in Islam. Heinous acts by irresponsible 
people who use Islam as a pretext to fur-
ther their nefarious intentions have exac-
erbated this misrepresentation, defaming 
Islam’s genuine face as a religion of peace 
and a blessing to the entire universe, rach-
matan lil’allamin.  As a result, the Muslim 
community living outside their country has 
been facing several issues such as Islamo-
phobia, discrimination and racial profiling.
With the gradual spread of Islam, the rela-
tionship between Islam and democracy has 
continuously been the subject of scholarly 
debate. Both in the West and in the Muslim 
world, discourses on Islam, human rights, 
and democracy have gained tractions and 
becomes hotly debated subject.  Question 
about the compatibility of Islam and de-
mocracy is at the heart of this discourse as 
if the latter has no place in Islam. 
For Muslims, Islam is a divine revelation,a 
comprehensive set of principles and moral 
guidance from God Almighty (Theocen-
tric). The human rights, on the other hand, 
are a set of values produced with logic or 
co-related with a human orientation (Eth-
nocentric), and associated with secularism 
due to the separation of roles and functions 
of the religion (church) and the state.
Consequently, if one views Islam from for-
malistic approach as a structural organiza-
tional system, democracy will be seen in-
compatible with sharia Islam. In this case, 

a footnote is required however.  Islam is si-
lent on the type of government (monarchy 
or republic) or on the selection of a leader 
(musyawarah by the council or baith or ap-
pointment).  Both were used in different 
time in the early years of Islam.
If one views Islam as a set of substantial 
values or principles that are critical to hu-
manity, he or she will recognize that Islam 
and democracy are mutually reinforcing.  
Muslim scholars and historians should be 
credited in this regard by demonstrating 
that the arrival of Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) meant the freedom of mankind 
from all forms of human rights violations. 
On account of its liberating theology, Islam 
is said to create a stable basis for society by 
eradicating Jâhilî  traditions, and led to the 
establishment of human rights principles 
that we know in the modern times. 
What we found fascinating is that Islamic 
values such as egalitarianism (al mussaw-
wa), justice (al addudiyah), pluralism (al-
musyarakat), personal freedom and protec-
tion and tolerance (al tasamud) are not only 
found in the Holy Qur’an, but also manifest 
themselves in the 6th Century Charter of 
Madina.  To put things in context, compara-
ble ideas were articulated in Magna Carta in 
the 12th Century or six centuries later.  The 
United Nations adopted the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights (UDHR) only in 
1948.  Given this lengthy interval, it would 
not be an exaggeration to claim that the 
Charter of Madina was well-ahead of its time. 
This is something that the Muslim commu-
nity should be proud of, and as a reflection of 
developing effective means to encourage its 
implementation in today’s environment.
Fast forward to our time, the OIC ratified 
the Declaration of Human Rights in Islam 
(IUDHR) in 2010. The OIC has further es-
tablished the Independent Permanent Hu-
man Rights Commission (IPHRC) and in 
February 2012, Indonesia had the honor of 
hosting the maiden session of this august 
body. This positive step reflects the OIC’s 
readiness to adhere to the UDHR’s core 
human rights principles. Given the preced-
ing factors, it is quite evident that in terms 
of substantive values, Islam, human rights 
and democracy are not mutually reinforc-
ing rather than competing. Consequently, 
debates on the universality and cultural 
relativity of human rights from Islamic per-
spectives seems less relevant.  Islam and 
modernity can coexist together.
The most pressing challenge for Muslim 
world is how to implement basic rights while 
preserving Islam as a source of energy for 

enforcing duly deserved rights in all the as-
pects of human life.  Equally crucial is deter-
mining how Muslim majority countries can 
offer safeguards for their citizens to exer-
cise their constitutional rights in a free and 
in a responsible manner through democrat-
ic processes so as to deliver socio-economic 
benefits to the society and nation.  The Mus-
lim world, like in other parts of the globe, 
is in a state of flux, with its youth facing 
cultural disorientation. The amazing expan-
sion of social media in the twenty-first cen-
tury meant that peoples’ thoughts are more 
powerful than they had ever been before. As 
people seek more political space and more 
engagement in the shaping of their futures, 
effective government requires the backing 
of civil society, as well as a strong belief in 
and tireless nurturing of democracy.  
In this connection, this available informa-
tion sheds light on some important areas 
of concern that needs our immediate atten-
tion. The Human Development Index (HDI) 
reveals 36% of the 57 OIC members were 
in the low human Women’s Empowerment 
Policy Index. The Gender Development In-
dex (GDI) indicates the majority of women 
and girls in OIC countries face considerable 
impediments to education, healthcare, and 
economic prospects, among other things. 
The Islamic Indices of 2020 shows that, on 
average, non-Muslim majority nations out-
perform Muslim-majority countries, with 
the bulk of Muslim-dominated countries fall-
ing to the bottom of the list.
It is noteworthy that the Islamic Indices 
recognizes the importance of Islamic prin-
ciples and teachings from the Holy Quran 
and Hadith’s in establishing successful in-
stitutions and enhancing Islamic state gov-
ernance. The Islamic Indices includes good 
governance and the rule of law, freedom and 
equitable opportunity for self-development, 
and a free market and high economic perfor-
mance. However, we should not be offended 
by these findings, but rather use them as a 
reflection for improving the status and con-
ditions of people in Muslim world, thereby 
honoring the Madani society’s moral inspi-
ration. The OIC has charted a pathway to 
close the gap of women empowerment with 
the adoption of the POA for the Advance-
ment of Women in 2016.  The POA outlines 
measures for mainstreaming gender equal-
ity in education, health, and promoting 
women’s economic empowerment.  

– Adam M Tugio, Indonesian 
Ambassador to Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan. Views 
expressed here are personal.

Revisiting Discourse on Islam, 
Human Rights and Democracy to 

Navigate Present Muslim Challenges

Adam M. Tugio 
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Kazakh Envoy Urges Exchange of Real 
Information between Pakistan and Kazakhstan 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Yerzhan Kistafin, 
Kazakhstan’s ambassador to Paki-
stan has stressed upon the need 
to exchange proper and authen-
tic news exchanges reflective 
of ground realities between the 
two countries, for much needed 
mutual understanding. For this 
purpose, he has reiterated his 
proposal for closer collaboration 
between the ministries of informa-
tion of Pakistan and Kazakhstan. 
He was speaking at a special on-
line session “Understanding Re-
cent Happenings in Kazakhstan” 
organized by the Eurasian Cen-
tury Institute (ECI), Islamabad. 
The envoy gave a detailed brief-
ing to researchers and experts 
of international relations on this 
month’s troubling events in his 
country, candidly explaining the 

context as well as forward linkag-
es of these protests. He noted that 
the chaos created with these pro-
tests that resulted inhuge loss of 
lives and property besides threat-
ening the stability of the state was 
essentially a coup de’tat aimed at 
toppling the government. 
He shared that while the issues 
of socio-economic inequality and 
grievances of people are a real-
ity, and a large number of people 
were on streets to express their 
discomfort, but the people’s right-
ful expression was misused and 
mislead by forces with vested 
agendas. He noted that evidence 
of foreign involvement has already 
emerged in investigation until 
now and it would be made public 
in due course of time. 
Mr. Yerzhan highlighted that his 

country is back on the stable tra-
jectory, and the government has 
announced sets of much-needed 
economic, socio-economic and 
political reforms that would be 
implemented in months and years 
ahead. The government of Kazakh-
stan would do all it can to decrease 
the gap between rich and poor and 
move towards equitable distribu-
tion of wealth and resources. 
He made it clear that interests 
of local and foreign investors 
would ne safeguarded at all 
costs. The envoy made it clear 
that his country has a close stra-
tegic partnership with the Rus-
sian Federation, and the help of 
the Collective Security Treaty 
Organization (CSTO) in dealing 
with this chaotic situation only 
strengthens this partnership. 
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Iranian ambassador issues message on the eve 
of 43rd Anniversary of the Victory of the Islamic

ISLAMABAD: Seyyed Mohammad 
Ali Hosseini Ambassador of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to Pakistan 
has said the arrival of the blessed 
ten days of Fajr(dawn) and the for-
ty-third anniversary of the glorious 
victory of the Islamic Revolution 
of Iran is reminiscent of the valu-
able and prophetic leadership of 
its founder, Imam Khomeini (R.A), 
the bravery and sacrifices of pre-
cious martyrs, veterans and the 
proud nation of Islamic Iran. Im-
plementation of the divine values 
and rules and the revival of pure 
Muhammadi Islam are the goals 
of this revolution and the Revolu-
tion shook the body of colonial-
ism and global Imperialism. 
‘I congratulate the anniversary 

of the proud victory of this popu-
lar and Islamic revolution, which 
opened the window of hope for all 
Muslims, the oppressed and free-
dom-seekers of the world’.
The ambassador said this in his 
message issued on the occasion.
He further said, ‘ I pray to Allah Al-
mighty for the good health, success 
and glory of the endeared Supreme 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
Grand Ayatollah Imam Khamenei, 
the families of martyrs and veter-
ans and the compatriots inside and 
outside the country, in achieving 
the goals and ideals of this popular 
and divine Revolution. I hope that 
God Almighty will increase the au-
thority and dignity of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and connect this 

revolution to the revolution of the 
savior of the human world, Hazrat 
Mahdi (PBUH)’.
Ambassador Hosseni said on  this 
auspicious occasion and on the eve 
of the 74th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of relations between 
Iran and Pakistan, he would like 
to congratulate the decades of 
brotherly and friendly relations 
between these two great and Is-
lamic nations. He emphasized the 
praiseworthy determination of the 
two governments to fully promote 
these relations and prayed to Al-
lah Almighty, further success and 
glory for the great and dear nation 
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 
Long live the friendship between 
Iran and Pakistan. 

Staff Report
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ISLAMABAD: With world gradually moving back to nor-
mal, it is heartening to see that the international borders 
of top study destinations of the world have reopened. 
It is time that the students gear up and start preparing 
themselves to realize their dreams to study at top ranked 
international universities. With over 5000 alumni and 
300,000+ IELTS registrations, AEO Pakistan over the 
past two decades has established itself as Australian & 
Global Education Specialists, the most trusted IELTS Of-
ficial Test Centre and now the official OET Test Centre 
in Pakistan. AEO Pakistan operates as the official Liai-
son office for over 40 leading Australian Universities/
Institutions and facilitates the enrolment of international 
students at these Universities / Institutions. Since 2002, 
AEO Pakistan has been conducting Australian Education 
Expos providing an excellent opportunity to Pakistani 
students planning to Study in Australia. Over the years 
thousands of students have benefitted from AEO expos 
held twice annually, across all major cities of Pakistan. 
This January once again AEO Education Expo is being 
organized across 8 major cities of Pakistan i.e., Lahore, 
Islamabad, Karachi, Multan, Sialkot, Faisalabad, Abbot-
tabad and Peshawar. The AEO expo provides an ideal 
platform to prospective students across the country, to 

get free expert advice and counselling about how to ap-
ply to study at top ranked international universities in 
Australia, USA, Canada and UK. Representatives of more 
than 20 universities/institutes are participating at the 
expo providing golden opportunity for Pakistani students 
to get free guidance and counseling for their future study 
endeavors. Information about IELTS test and prepara-
tory classes is also being provided at the expo.
The first event of the series was successfully held today 
at PC Hotel Lahore, with strict observation of COVID-19 
SOPs. Hundreds of students along with their parents 
participated at the expo with great interest and excite-
ment to enroll for admissions at top ranked Australian 
and other leading International Universities. The partici-
pants appreciated AEO’s effort in provision of a perfect 
platform offering free counselling sessions with official 
representatives of international universities to explore 
the options of enrolling for a degree of their choice.
The next expo of the series is scheduled to be held in 
Sialkot 26th January Hotel the Jeeven’s, Islamabad 27th 
January at AEO Islamabad I-8 Office, Faisalabad 27th 
January at Hotel One, Multan 28th January Hotel One 
Tariq Road, Karachi 29th January Beach Luxury Hotel, 
Abbottabad 29th January Hotel One and Peshawar 30th 
January PC Hotel. Entry to the exhibition is FREE with a 
mask and Scholarships up to 75% are also available.

41st AEO education expo 
attracts hundreds of students 
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Psychology of Leadership 
in Sustainable Human 
Development

T HE concept of leadership 
sounds very simple, but the 
real story about being an 

effective and true leader is enor-
mously complex – and this com-
plexity gives us a incredible array 
of people that we can call ‘leaders’. 
Many leaders inadvertently at-
tempt to learn human psychology 
to gain insights into how people 
think and respond to communica-
tion cues. Also, many techniques 
rest on psychological phenomena 
like the fear of missing out, social 
proof, reciprocity and more. 
In terms of Human Development, 
UNDP stated that governance is a 
primary precondition for sustainable 
human development. In a develop-
ing country such as Pakistan, good 
governance is critical to infrastruc-
ture development. Governance has 
to depend on public participation 
to ensure that political, social and 
economic priorities are based on a 
broad societal consensus and that 
the poorest and most vulnerable 
members of the society can directly 
influence political decision-making, 
particularly with respect to the al-
location of development resources. 
Mainly, governance in Pakistan can 
be more effective when it is equi-
table, and promotes the rule of law 
and the transparency of institutions, 
officials and transactions. World 
Bank Group (2011) stated that good 
governance is epitomized by predict-
able, open and enlightened policy 
making; a bureaucracy imbued with 
a professional ethos. 
The United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (UNESCAP) articulat-
ed eight major characteristics of 
good governance that is , it should 

be participatory, consensus-ori-
ented, accountable, transparent, 
responsive, effective and efficient, 
equitable, inclusive, and follows 
the rule of law. Participation can 
be achieved directly or through le-
gitimate intermediate institutions 
or representatives. Governance in 
Pakistan requires fair legal frame-
works that offer protection to all 
citizens, particularly the minori-
ties and less-privileged in society. 
It also necessitates that institutions 
produce results that meet the needs of 
society which covers the sustainable 
use of natural resources and the devel-
opment of infrastructures. Account-
ability should be an important com-
ponent of governance which makes it 
mandatory for those in authorities to 
show transparency and accountability 
to those they govern. If anything that 
sets leaders apart is their effective-
ness and authenticity. Acting superior 
or failing to treat followers respectful-
ly or listen to them will undermine a 
leader’s credibility and influence. Sim-
ilar problems can emerge if a leader 
and followers are separated by a wide 
compensation gap.
The process of influencing others in 
a way that enhances their contribu-
tion to the realization of goals is psy-
chology of Leadership. We demon-
strate how social influence emerges 
from psychological in-group and out-
group members, particularly highly 
in-group prototypical ones. 
Personality research reveals con-
textual changeability in correlations 
with leadership outcomes, suggest-
ing that situational parameters put 
forth their own weight over the influ-
ence of would-be leaders. Approach-
ing the analysis of leadership from a 
psychological perspective allows us 

to understand leadership literature 
as an integrated oeuvre that provides 
insight into leadership’s foundation.
Being prescriptive and suggesting 
that one-size-fits-all is inappropri-
ate and any leader who is self-aware 
enough will recognise the need for 
continuous professional develop-
ment to work with someone with the 
ability and enthusiasm to build. 
Here are a few things leaders 
can do:
•   Social emotional learning – with 
emotional intelligence as a founda-
tion, the aspects of social emotional 
learning can be applied in the work-
place – how to be better leaders.
•   Performance coaching – when 
you have explored your past and 
identified your thoughts and behav-
iors in the present day, it is time to 
plan for the future – how to achieve 
positive and empowering visions.
•   Reflection – reflective thinking is 
often overlooked but is an essential 
part of leadership - take the time and 
space to look at how you have felt, 
thought and acted - and how this will 
inform your next move.
In my opinion, a strong leader should 
be able to not only encourage the 
leaders of tomorrow but consistently 
build the capabilities of the leaders 
of today – and the people supporting 
them should be just as able. Today’s 
leaders are expected to be agile, flex-
ible, ROI-driven, socially-aware and 
relationship-oriented, open-minded 
and supportive, and actively seeking 
out different perspectives and break-
ing down non-functioning barriers in 
order to achieve exceptional results.

– The writer is a Human 
Rights Activist, a regular 

Contributor towards SDGs, & 
at present an M.phil Scholar.

Zahra Ali Khan

The process of influencing others in a way 
that enhances their contribution to the 
realization of goals is psychology of Leadership
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Diplomats term Monal 
pride of Pakistan

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD: The diplomatic commu-
nity based in Islamabad has hoped to see 
Monal open again so that they could take 
their delegate to this place in March 23 
this year when the Capital will host the 
OIC delegates. On March 23, 2022 Pa-
kistan will host Foreign Ministers of the 
OIC countries for a landmark summit, 
which would be a follow up of the one 
that took place on December 17, 2021 in 
which foreign ministers of over 30 coun-
tries had participated.
The diplomats hailing from various coun-
tries in their video message expressed 

the hope that Monal shall soon resume 
its operations and thus they will have a 
chance to take their delegates to this 
iconic place to serve them with the best 
Pakistani delicacies. Ambassador of Ro-
mania Nicolae Goia in his video message 
said that he had been to Monal several 
times and like the ambience and food. 
“I was charmed with the hospitality and 
beauty of the place” he added. Ambas-
sador of Yemen Mohammed Motahar 
Alashabi said Monal provides the visitors 
with a picturesque panorama and a varie-
ty of local as well as continental cuisines.
Mthuthuzeli Madikiza High Commission-
er of South Africa said, Monal happens 

to be  one of the best restaurants I have 
ever seen. Likewise Ambassador of Tajik-
istan Ismatullo Nasredin said food, view 
and everything is excellent there. Monal 
indeed is pride of Pakistan.
Walid Abu Ali the Palestine ambassador in 
Malaysia these days and who also served in 
Pakistan for almost five years was all praise 
for the restaurant. He said whenever he 
had a delegation from Palestine he used 
to take it to Monal. Similarly Armin Limo 
former Bosnian ambassador to Pakistan, 
former ambassador of Kazakhstan and 
former High Commissioner of Maldives to 
Pakistan Shehnaz Adam also praised the 
hospitality and food of Monal.

Diplomats say they would like to take their delegates 
to the restaurant during OIC summit in March

ISLAMABAD: Walid Abu Ali former Palestine ambassador to Pakistan, Nicolae Goia Ambassador of Romania, 
former ambassador of Kazakhstan Mr. Akan and Mohammed Motahar Alashabi Ambassador of Yemen. – DNA
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Why Quality Must  
Trump Quantity  
In Higher Education

T HE reckless expansion of public 
and private universities along 
with their affiliated colleges 

and sub-campuses, and the consequent 
prevalence of their non-productive and 
non-accredited academic units and pro-
grams, has seriously compromised the 
quality of higher education in the coun-
try. The consistent erosion of quality 
standards in teaching, research and rel-
evance of degrees is rooted in the High-
er Education Commission’s preference 
for numbers in its founding decade.
By 2002, when the HEC was established, 
there were 42 universities, including 10 
in the private sector, but the quality of 
education was reasonably maintained. 
With almost 1,200 percent increase in 
government funding in the initial three 
years, the HEC began compromising 
quality by sponsoring the mushrooming 
growth of university in the name of ac-
cess. The same pattern persisted in the 
award of largely wasteful foreign schol-
arships and research grants. Scores of 
unproductive research centres were set 
up. The faculty also began producing 
useless publications for self-promotion 
or supervising unauthorised postgradu-
ate research for monetary gains.
The HEC was unable to ensure compliance 
of its quality standards even by existing uni-
versities, where faculties, departments and 
institutes multiplied, alongside postgradu-
ate programs. This multiplication drive put 
considerable demands on meagre resourc-
es. In many cases, the professional bodies 
refused to accredit new departments and 
degrees programs. Public sector universi-
ties in Punjab opened several official sub-
campuses and Private-Public Partnership 
sub-campuses without HEC permission. 
Numerous college affiliations were granted 
without vetting faculty and infrastructure 
requirements. The private sector replicat-
ed this trend more aggressively, by open-
ing new faculties, departments, programs 
and sub-campuses in violation of HEC 
rules, regulations and quality parameters.
By 2018, the number of universities and 
degree awarding institutions reached 
186. It is true that once in a while the 
HEC or judiciary held the violators to 

account – for example, by discontinuing 
unauthorised postgraduate programs 
and closing down unlawful PPP sub-cam-
puses at public sector universities. How-
ever, tangible effort to replace quantity 
with quality began only in 2019 when the 
HEC made its institutional evaluation 
process more stringent, slashed wasteful 
expenditure on foreign scholarships and 
research grants, and implemented re-
vised criteria for research publications.
More importantly, the HEC led by Dr 
Tariq Banuri initiated a wide-ranging 
academic restructuring program, while 
steering a successful transition to online 
education amid the global pandemic. 
Consequently, new policies for under-
graduate and PhD programs were un-
veiled and the outmoded bachelor’s and 
master’s program was replaced with an 
Associate Degree Program, in consulta-
tion with the vice chancellors of public 
and private sector universitas. Their sali-
ent features are worth mentioning.
The Undergraduate Policy spells out the 
learning objectives of undergraduate edu-
cation based on competencies such as 
knowledge, skills, and professional and in-
ter-personal attributes. The learning objec-
tives are divided into three broad domains: 
general competency (breadth: general edu-
cation); disciplinary competency (depth: 
knowledge of discipline/Major); and practi-
cal competency (understanding of profes-
sional and social environment). General 
education includes STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering, math) subjects as 
well as key disciplines of social sciences, 
arts and humanities. The policy seeks to 
raise the quality of education by creating 
a common understanding of what needs to 
be taught, ensuring that universities recog-
nize the broad range of competencies to be 
imparted, encouraging students to think 
creatively about their choice of profession, 
and emphasizing practical learning.
The Undergraduate Policy also incor-
porates the Associate Degree Program 
for the initial two years. It is designed in 
such a way that its credits overlap with 
those of the BS program, enabling the 
students to move from AD to BS and vice 
versa. With the afore-mentioned three 

competencies, the AD Program aims to 
equip the graduates with the basic skills 
of employment in a variety of profes-
sions. Together, the two programs pro-
vide the human capital required for skil-
ful employment within two to four years 
of student enrolment at a university.
The Undergraduate Policy regards BS 
as a flagship program that is designed to 
serve as a terminal degree for the vast 
majority of students, who are ready to 
enter the job market and do not need an-
other degree. This is true in all Western 
countries, where only a small fraction of 
undergraduate students pursues gradu-
ate studies to join academic positions. 
The rest constitute the constant flow of 
skilled AD and BS graduates as human 
capital for various professional jobs. The 
undergraduate education provides grad-
uates with the essential skill of knowing 
how to learn. This is the foundation on 
which all future intellectual progress is 
built, including, if the student so desires, 
acquiring a PhD degree to enter the field 
of academic teaching and research.
The PhD Policy defines the broad goal as 
attracting the best people into academic 
teaching and research; translates this 
goal into admissions criteria, including 
preparedness and commitment; identi-
fies other contributors to future success 
of the students, especially mentoring and 
guidance; and sets minimum standards 
for final evaluation. It seeks to contrib-
ute to the quality of education by mak-
ing universities a partner in the quest for 
excellence, to build their reputation and 
the value of their degrees, and catering 
to the best and the brightest amongst the 
students as well as the faculty, in order 
to mobilize a community of excellence.
Unfortunately, these reforms were sub-
verted, as the HEC ordinance was amend-
ed in April 2021 to remove Dr Banuri as 
chairman of the regulatory body – render-
ing its autonomy in tatters. The custodi-
ans of the status quo, who have thrived on 
the numbers game, were upset by HEC’s 
progressive reforms. And they have 
spared no opportunity in subverting this 
process in the past ten months. Mean-
while, quality has also been in a free fall.

Ishtiaq Ahmed
The HEC was unable to ensure compliance of its quality standards 
even by existing universities, where faculties, departments 
and institutes multiplied, alongside postgraduate programs
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Czech envoy calls on Air Chief, 
lauds PAF’s professionalism

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
of the Czech Republic Tomas 
Smetanka Wednesday called 
on Chief of the Air Staff, 
Pakistan Air Force (PAF) 
Air Chief Marshal Zaheer 
Ahmed Baber Sidhu here and 
lauded the professionalism of 

PAF personnel. The visiting 
dignitary also lauded excep-
tional progress made by PAF 
over the years, especially 
through indigenization, said 
a PAF media release. The Air 
Chief highlighted the cordial 
relations between the two 

countries and reiterated his 
resolve to further augment 
the existing cooperation be-
tween the two Air Forces. 
Various matters of mutual in-
terest and professional coop-
eration also came under dis-
cussion during the meeting.

DNA

– DNA



Indonesia, LUMS agree to  
cooperate in education

The Indonesian Ambassador had an interactive dialogue with 
Vice Chancellor, Dr. Arshad Ahmad, Dr. Tariq Jadoon, 
Vice Provost, Faculty members Dr. Azmat, Dr. Shakeel, 

Dr. Shajeel, and President of Student Council LUMS
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LAHORE: Indonesian Ambassador to Is-
lamabad, Adam M. Tugio paid a visit to 
Lahore and met with high officials of La-
hore University of Management Sciences 
(LUMS), 22 January 2022. 
The Indonesian Ambassador had an in-
teractive dialogue with Vice Chancellor, 
Dr. Arshad Ahmad, Dr. Tariq Jadoon, 
Vice Provost, Faculty members Dr. Az-
mat, Dr. Shakeel, Dr. Shajeel, and Presi-
dent of Student Council LUMS.
"As a leading university in research devel-
opment in the fields of business, science, 
management, humanities and law, there 
will be a lot of potential that can be pro-
jected in the form of mutually beneficial 
cooperation with similar institutions in In-
donesia," said Ambassador Tugio.
Vice Chancellor, Dr. Arshad Ahmad 
greatly appreciated the visit of the Indo-
nesian Ambassador to LUMS and hoped 

to open more windows of opportunities 
for beneficial cooperation with Indonesia 
as a large country in ASEAN and with the 
largest Muslim population, especially in 
the field of research and business innova-
tion development.
"Many LUMS graduates have become 
prominent figures both domestically and 
internationally and they have played a 
significant role in promoting Pakistan's 
progress and prosperity," explained Dr. 
Arsyad Ahmad.
The founders of LUMS have built the 
campus vision on the philosophy of 
'learning without borders' and seek to 
eliminate gaps between gender, econom-
ic status, belief and between theory and 
practice. "Therefore, we are very proud 
to be part of LUMS and take the experi-
ence of honing social skills and organi-
zational management under the Student 
Council organization," added Ms. Anoo-
shs Fatima Khan, a student who serves 
as President of Student Council LUMS.

The Indonesian Ambassador and the Vice 
Chancellor both agreed to start exploring 
concrete cooperation in the near future 
with Indonesian universities by facilitating 
exchange of students, researchers and fo-
cusing on specific areas such as research 
on herbal and traditional medicines for the 
creation of public health based on the lo-
cal wisdom of each country and promoting 
women empowerment in various fields of 
country as they would contribute to socio-
economic progress and prosperity of soci-
ety and nation.
During the visit to LUMS, the Indone-
sian Ambassador was also invited to 
take a campus tour and introduced to 
various facilities and laboratory centers 
such as the LUMS Learning Institute, 
LUMS Energy Institute, National Cent-
er in Big Data and Cloud, Center for 
Water Information and Technology, Na-
tional Incubation Center, Saida Waheed 
Gender Initiative, and S. Ahmad Hassan 
School of Law (January 18, 2022).
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Glad to know that Batik is
 famous in Pakistan: envoy
– Says Pakistani youth has immense talent and potential

LAHORE: Adam M. Tugio, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Indonesia to Pakistan has stated 
that, ‘Batik’ is Indonesia’s most developed and 
ancient art forms, it is an expression through 
which one can express and convey their inspi-
ration, feelings and message.  He highlighted 
that this art form can be modified and used 
with many other art forms, mentioning the ex-
ample of Pakistani truck art and the art of Pa-
kistan’s provinces, the ambassador stated that 
BATIK can be connected to all of them.
Furthermore, to introduce BATIK in Paki-
stan and to boost cultural connectivity and 
people to people contact, he announced a 
BATIK competition for students of Pakistan. 
He emphasized that winners will be invited 
to Indonesia so they may have a first-hand 
experience of being trained in BATIK and 
exploring the culture of Indonesia. He said, 
I’m very proud to know that BATIK is already 
very popular in Pakistan as it is now part of 
the curriculum of University college of Arts 
and Design, University of the Punjab, Lahore. 
He appreciated the talented young students 
of the University and was of the view that 
Pakistani youth has immense talent and po-
tential to excel in different fields and make 
Pakistan part of the global supply chain. 
While discussing about the shared religious, 
cultural and historical ties, he shared an inter-
esting video about the similarities between Pa-
kistan and Indonesia. 
Prof. Dr. Saleem Mazhar, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, 
University of the Punjab, Lahore expressed his 
gratitude to His ExcellencyAdam M. Tugiofor 
praising the students and motivating them to 
do more. He further stated that, in the contem-
porary times international and national con-
nectivity is of great significance. In this regard, 
CGSS has been a huge support for University 
of the Punjab, Lahore as it has been instrumen-
tal in promoting the students and academia, 

internationally. Prof. Dr. Sumera Jawad, Prin-
cipal, University College of Arts and Design, 
University of the Punjab, Lahore emphasized 
that students of  University  College of Arts 
and Design have worked really hard for the ex-
hibition. She states that they are excited and 
passionate to further introduce innovative ide-
as and  creative mediums by using BATIK.
Dr. Fozia Hadi, Director, Regional Integra-
tion Center (RIC), University of the Pun-
jab, Lahore shared that the word Batik is 
derived from the Javanese word ‘amba’, 
means ‘to write’, the suf f ix ‘titik’ means lit-
tle dot or to make dots.  Dr. Ansa Mubashra, 
Incharge, Textile Design Department, Uni-
versity College of Arts and Design, Univer-
sity of the Punjab, Lahore delivered the 
closing remarks. 

Staff Report
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Sri Lanka, Pakistan have 
always been trusted partners

ISLAMABAD: Vice Admiral 
Mohan Wijewickrama, High 
Commissioner of Sri Lanka to 
Pakistan has said, Sri Lanka 
achieved its independence on 
the 4th of February 1948 after 
being a British crown colony for 
over a century. Since then, Sri 
Lanka has enjoyed a stable de-
mocracy and steady economic 
growth in spite two insurgen-
cies experienced in the north 
and the south of the country. 
Sri Lanka was admitted to 
United Nations in 1955, seven 
years after independence and is 
a member of number of multi-
lateral organisations. The High 
Commissioner expressed these 
views in his message issued on 
the occasion of the 74th Inde-
pendence Day of Sri Lanka.
He further said, the Independ-
ence Day of Sri Lanka is a 
great national event celebrat-
ed by Sri Lankans all over with 
parades and cultural pageants 
combined with the spirit of 
patriotism and national pride. 
Independence Day holds much 
significance for the people of 
Sri Lanka as it reflects the his-
tory of great sacrifices made 
by Sri Lankans in the realisa-
tion of its freedom at various 
stages under the colonial rule 
and also to remember and pay 
tribute to all who made the su-
preme sacrifice to ensure the 
sovereignty and the territorial 
integrity of Sri Lanka.
‘Today, Sri Lanka boasts of be-
ing a modern industrial econo-
my, famous as a much sought 
out tourist destination, owing 

to its natural splendour, in the 
form of tropical forests, inland 
lakes, picturesque beaches and 
mesmerizing scenery. Sri Lan-
ka is known for its famous or-
thodox tea that is grown mainly 
in the mountainous terrain and 
for the brand of cricket that is 
famous in the subcontinent’. 
The high commissioner said, 
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa has emphasized that 
the top most priority of the 
government being economic 
development and as a nation 
has chosen a neutral foreign 
policy. Sri Lanka has stressed 
its principle of friendship to-
wards all, enmity towards none 
in its diplomacy.
Talking about bilateral rela-
tions he said, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka have always been trust-
ed-partners with historical 

linkages dating back to the pe-
riod of Gandhara civilization. 
Since achieving independence 
both Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
have extended cooperation to 
each other in different sectors 
and share similar perceptions 
in various international and 
regional fora. Both countries 
have maintained excellent so-
cial, political and defence re-
lations whilst trade has seen 
a gradual increase. There had 
been frequent high-level visits 
and the visit of Imran Khan 
to Colombo in February 2021 
gave a boost to trade between 
both nations and an opportuni-
ty for Sri Lankans to visit the 
historical Buddhist sites that 
are spread over in Pakistan.
He wished the peoples of both 
countries a very prosperous, 
bright and a peaceful future. 
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Issues message on the occasion of 74th Independence Day of Sri Lanka



Jan 20 a symbol of Azeri 
peoples’ unshakable will

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbai-
jan Khazar Farhadov has said  the day 
of January 20, which will live forever 
in memory of Azerbaijanis, became 
not only a tragedy, but also a symbol 
of unshakable will in the name of na-
tional independence, freedom of Azer-
baijani people. The reasons of January 
tragedy go deep into history, beginning 
from the territorial claims of Armeni-
ans against Azerbaijan. Everything be-
gan when Baku residents came out to 
protest against the policy pursued the 
then USSR leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
since Armenian nationalists demanded 
joining the Nagorno-Karabakh Autono-
mous region of Azerbaijan to Armenia.
The ambassador expressed these views 
on the occasion of a seminar jointly or-
ganized by the SZABIST University and 
Azerbaijan embassy, at the premises of 
the Institute of Regional Studies. Am-
bassador Nadeem Riaz President of IRS 
also spoke on the occasion.  The am-
bassador further said, back in 1987 the 
Armenian academics and official fig-
ures claimed to the Karabakh region of 
Azerbaijan and conducted propaganda 
in this direction. Taking advantage of 
Soviet Union’s last leader, Mikhail Gor-
bachev’s reconstruction policy, Armeni-
ans once again resumed their insidious 
policy towards Azerbaijan.

Then, the Soviet government had an 
intention to realize the Armenian policy 
by diplomatic means in 1988, but failed 
because millions of Azerbaijanis head-
ed to the streets to protest Armenian 
aggression and separatist forces fueling 
unrest in the ancient land of Azerbaijan 
— the mountainous Karabakh region. 
Azerbaijani people launched the square 
movement to defend their rights and 
motherland. Indeed, the Central gov-
ernment sent military forces to sup-
press the national movement and even 

crushed the protestors by force. But 
that was temporary.
Azerbaijanis were determined to pro-
tect their territorial integrity and did 
not step back, showing their sacrifice 
and vigor for the national freedom. 
But the protests received totally in-
adequate answer — the Soviet troops 
committed unimaginable atrocities in 
Baku from the late hours of January 19 
into January 20. Ambassador Khazar 
said, in 1990, the night of January 19 to 
20, the former Soviet military troops 
attacked Baku by the land and sea and 
carried out the punitive measures with 
unprecedented cruelty. As a result of 
this accident, 147 innocent civilians in-
cluding the children, women and the 
old were killed, 744 wounded and 841 
were illegally arrested. The terrorist 
savagery attack of Soviet army against 
Azerbaijani people, that carried out by 
the order of USSR President Mikhail 
Gorbachev was written in the history of 
mankind in black letters as one of the 
worst crimes committed against the 
humanity. During the 20 January trag-
edy, the news was put under a blockade 
in the country, a power block of radio 
and television was brutally exploded 
by armed militants, the media was 
banned. The aim was to make the peo-
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Ambassador Khazar speaks at seminar on “20th January 1990 – Bloody and Glorious 
page of Azerbaijan’s history” dedicated to January 20 Martyrs of Azerbaijan

Mahnoor Ansar
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ple unaware of this terrible tragedy. Im-
mediately after the tragedy, on January 
21, 1990,Heydar Aliyev, the National 
Leader of Azerbaijan arrived in Azerbai-
jan’s representation in Moscow.
 He expressed solidarity with his people, 
sharply condemned the Soviet leader-
ship for committing the bloody tragedy 
and exposed those who led the opera-
tion: “I consider the events that took 
place in Azerbaijan as a violation of 
law, democracy, and of humanity and 
the principles of constitutional state 
building. Had necessary measures been 
taken by the top party leadership at the 
beginning of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
events, we would not have faced esca-
lated tensions that led to the deadly 
military assault launched on civilians 
on the night of 19 - 20 January 1990. 
Everyone involved in this crime must be 
appropriately punished.” 
At a session of the Milli Majlis of the 
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic on 
November 20, 1990, National Leader 

Heydar Aliyev described the January 
tragedy as an assault on the Azerbai-
jani people’s sovereign rights: “I think 
this tragedy, which took place on Janu-
ary 19-20, is a result of the great fault 
of the political leadership of the So-
viet Union, namely Gorbachev and his 
dictatorial ambitions, as well as of the 
then Azerbaijani leadership’s betrayal 
and crimes against their own people.
‘ As I know, since the end of the Great 
Patriotic war there have never been in-
ternal mass killings of this gravity in the 
Soviet Union – nowhere, not in any ter-
ritory of any region. And it is the Soviet 
army that committed this. The gravity 
of this crime is evidenced by the fact 
that the Minister of Defense of USSR 
Yazov and Minister of Internal Affairs 
of the USSR Bakatin came to Baku in 
advance and commanded these mili-
tary operations. The defense minister 
was rarely seen on the forefront during 
the war, but look just how important 
these operations were deemed, how 

large-scale they were considered, that 
marshal Yazov came to Baku and per-
sonally led the operations. All of these 
facts confirm that this was military 
aggression, an insult, as well a crime 
against the Azerbaijani people”.
He further said, in 1993, after the return 
of the National Leader Heydar Aliyev to 
political power, important steps were 
taken on the investigation of the caus-
es of the outbreak of the January 20 
events and the sentence of the offend-
ers. The significant measures were im-
plemented in informing the world com-
munity about 20 January tragedy, its 
place and role in the history of Azerbai-
jan and the perpetuation of this tragedy. 
Though the Azerbaijani people suffered 
military, moral and political aggression, 
they displayed their ability to maintain 
the traditions of historical heroism and 
resist the cruelest attacks for the sake of 
the freedom and independence of their 
motherland, even at the cost of losing 
their lives, the ambassador concluded.
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VinFuture Prize honours 
mRNA vaccine researchers

DNA

HANOI: VinFuture Prize, an international 
award founded in Vietnam to honour sci-
entific achievements, gave out 4.5 million 
USD worth of prizes to several global sci-
entists on January 20. Managed by the 
VinFuture Foundation, which was set up by 
Vingroup Chairman Pham Nhat Vuong and 
his wife Pham Thu Huong, the annual Vin-
Future Prize is a global science and tech-
nology award to recognise groundbreaking 
scientific and technological discoveries.
It comprised a VinFuture Grand Prize 
valued at 3 million USD and three special 
prizes, each worth 500,000 USD, for fe-
male innovators, innovators from develop-
ing countries, and those with outstanding 
achievements in emerging fields.
Three scientists, namely Katalin Kariko 
and Drew Weissman from the US and 
Pieter Rutter Cullis from Canada, were 

awarded with the VinFuture Grand Prize 
for their contributions to the development 
of the mRNA vaccine technology.
Chinese-American scientist Zhenan Bao 
was awarded with a VinFuture Prize dedi-
cated to female innovators for her research 
on "electronic skins" capable of stretching, 
healing like normal skins and are biode-
gradable. South African scientists Salim 
Abdool Karim and Quarraisha Abdool Ka-
rim were awarded a VinFuture Prize dedi-
cated to developing country innovators for 
the invention of a gel with tenofovir, a prod-
uct for women to prevent HIV infection.
US scientist Omar Yaghi was awarded a 
VinFuture Prize for outstanding achieve-
ments in emerging fields for his research 
into water and material science.
Present at the award ceremony, Prime Min-
ister Pham Minh Chinh affirmed that Viet-
nam prioritises the development of science 
and technology, considering it a strategic 
breakthrough for socio-economic develop-

ment. The Vietnamese State is stepping 
up the building of mechanisms and policies 
to materialise the Party’s guidelines and 
promote the mobilisation of resources for 
innovations. He lauded efforts by the Vin-
Future Foundation in building and develop-
ing VinFuture Prize and expressed his hope 
for new steps in scientific application in 
Vietnam. In the first season, the organising 
board received over 1,200 entries from 654 
leading universities, 51 well-known research 
institutes and 42 national science acad-
emies globally. Among the 599 innovations 
in the competition, about 100 are made by 
top 2 percent of the most-cited scientists in 
the world. Female scientists in the event ac-
counted for 34.3 percent of the total, many 
of them winners of Nobel, Breakthrough, 
Tang and Japan prizes. The competition 
drew participants of 60 countries glob-
ally, 52.6 percent of their projects are from 
North America and the European Union. Vi-
etnam also joined in with 17 projects 
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Franco-German Friendship 
Day marked in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: 22 January 2022 marks the second anniver-
sary of the Treaty of Aachen which raises Franco-German 
partnership to a new level of closer cooperation and en-
riched friendship. This new chapter is based on all the con-
structive developments resulting from the Elysée Treaty 
signed in January 1963 between Chancellor Adenauer and 
General De Gaulle, a founding text that sealed reconcilia-
tion after the Second World War.
 To commemorate this historic event, the German and 
French embassies in Pakistan meet for a luncheon with 
the recreated menu of 1963 originally served on the oc-
casion of signing of the treaty at Elysée Palace. It is an 
opportunity to pay tribute to the countless citizens, stu-
dents, political leaders, and civil society activists who 
over the decades have been building the foundation of 
the strong and vibrant Franco German friendship we 
see today.  Thanks to their unceasing effort, people, re-
gions, cities, schools and universities on both sides are 
closer today than ever before. Within the European Un-
ion, France and Germany have been a major driving force 
strengthening peace, solidarity, and cohesion through a 
multitude of joint initiatives. These values are very much 
in line with the programme of the French Presidency of 
the Council of the European Union during the first half of 
2022: a more sovereign Europe, a new European model 
of growth and a human oriented Europe.
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Diplomats visit Takht Bhayi 
archaeological site

The delegation of ambassadors appreciated the steps taken by Government to 
preserve archeological sites and promote tourism, especially in Takht Bhayi
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SHAMIM SHAHID
PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Minister Atif Khan accompa-
nied  by diplomats from different 
countries and their families vis-
ited Takht Bhayi’s archeological 
site in Mardan district.  During 
the visit, Director Archeology 
Dr. Abdul Samad gave a detailed 
briefing to the diplomats regard-
ing archeology and its preser-
vation.  Deputy Commissioner 
Mardan Habib Ullah Arif received 
the foreigners’ delegation on ar-
rival. Mr. Leopoldo Ambassador 
of Argentine, Mr. Suh Sangpyo 
Ambassador of South Korea, 
Mr. Manuel Duran Ambassador 
of Spain, Mr. Mohammed Kar-
moune Ambassador of Morocco, 
and other foreign guests visited 
the archeological site with their 
families. Atif Khan briefing the 
visitors said that Pakistan is a 
beautiful country; Takht Bhai is 
of great importance not only for 
the world but also for Pakistan.  
The positive image will be further  
be enhanced and employment 
opportunities will be created 
through religious tourism. The 
delegation of ambassadors appre-
ciated the steps taken by Govern-
ment to preserve archeological 
sites and promote tourism. The 
delegation said it was indebted to 
the minister for providing them 
with an opportunity of exploring 
the grandeur of the place. 



Indonesian coal exports support CPEC 
energy projects in Pakistan: Envoy
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By knowing exactly 
the nominal demand 
for coal along with 
the specifications, 
the demand for coal 
products will easily be 
consolidated through a 
consortium of Indonesian 
exporters to meet specific 
demands here
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LAHORE: The Ambassador of Indo-
nesia to Pakistan Mr. Adam M. Tugio 
met with prominent businessmen 
in Lahore for promoting bilateral co-
operation especially the Indonesian 
coals in Pakistan. The meeting was at-
tended by several businessmen from 
different sectors, such as textile in-
dustry, steel, ceramic and cement, all 
of which have the potential to import 
coal for their energy generators.
Speaking on the occasion, Ambassa-
dor Tugio said that since Indonesia 
is refined in coal industry, it could 
provide coal for the power projects 
under the CPEC and to Large Scale 
Manufacturing Industries (LSMI) 
in Pakistan. The Government of Pa-
kistan has been paying special at-
tention to the development of infra-
structure and energy supply as it is 
one of the Belt and Road Initiative 
countries, where coal is a major 
part of energy projects. “By know-
ing exactly the nominal demand for 

coal along with the specifications, 
the demand for coal products will 
easily be consolidated through a 
consortium of Indonesian export-
ers to meet specific demands here”, 
the Ambassador remarked.
The figures show that Pakistan’s de-
mand for coal is continuously increas-
ing every year. In 2020, the total im-
port value of coal (coal, briquettes) was 
US$ 1.233 billion (17,146 million tons), 
while Indonesia’s exports to Pakistan 
are merely US$ 224 million (3,520 mil-
lion tons). Still Indonesia has the po-
tential to increase export to meet Paki-
stan’s coal market requirement around 
US$ 1.008 billion.   “Through modern 
approaches, it is hoped that the com-
bination of large-scale Pakistani com-
panies can maintain supply chain con-
tinuity and control the quality of the 
imported coal, and the consortium of 
Indonesian suppliers will obtain cer-
tainty and continuity of orders from the 
group of Pakistani companies,” Ambas-

sador Tugio added. BP’s Statistical Re-
view of World Energy 2021 noted the 
volume of Indonesia’s coal exports to 
the world in 2020 reached 8.51 million 
tons. This figure is equivalent to 26.8% 
of the total volume of coal exports in 
the world. Apart from Indonesia, Paki-
stan’s coal imports came from South 
Africa amounting to US$ 829 million, 
Russia USD$85 million, Australia US$ 
45 million, Afghanistan US$ 43 million, 
China US$ 1.194 million and others.
The meeting was held at the resi-
dence of a renowned businessman of 
Lahore. The gathering was initiated 
by the Indonesian Embassy in Islam-
abad to promote diversified Indone-
sian products in Pakistan other than 
palm oil. It was also explored to con-
vene business matching focusing on 
areas where Indonesia and Pakistan 
industries have complementarity 
such as in textiles and garments in-
dustry where cotton, yarn, polyester 
can be imported from Indonesia.
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Faisalabad Serena Hotel, 
a Class of Punjab

Munaza Kazmi

PUNJAB, the cultural and tradi-
tional rich land of Pakistan, mostly 
famous of lofty cuisine, flamboy-
ant bazars, green pastures and the 

Punjabis, known around the world for their 
tasty food, happy faces, colorful attires, 
stunning art and handicraft, the culture 
and the history full of romantic tales.
Faisalabad previously known as Lyallpur; 
that you must have read this in school 
days, while memorizing dates and event 
of pre and post colonel era, is the center 
of Punjab or the interior Punjab. The city 
is famous for its markets, from where you 
can have quality product in lesser prices, 
beside it is Pakistan’s largest textile pro-
ducer, hence a glittering place for all the 
ladies. For a traveler, beside shopping, the 
main attraction is Lyallpur Museum, Clock 
Tower, Jinnah Garden, Gumti Fountain, 
Wild life Park, and nearby NankanaShib.
Am a travel writer and always ready to ex-
perience something new to writeup a new 
story. This time it was a Traditional Pun-
jabi Style Hotel, Faisalabad Serena Hotel. 
A friend of mine recommended and por-
trayed a lavishly artistic photo of it, that is 
no doubt found to be true.
Faisalabad Serena Hotel located in the 
prime location of Faisalabad, in close 
proximity from bus stand and airport, 
nearby the Central Business District and 
famous Clock Tower. Stylish brick color-
ed building stretching on a massive area 
of land, with extended front and back 

lawns, filled with numerous blossoms 
and ever flowing fountains, marvelous 
handpainted ceilings, Punjabi styleel-
egant furniture, colorful corridors with 
smiling faces always ready to assist you 
and on top the traditional and of local 
dishes, that makes you come back again.
The hotel reflects class of hospitality and 
luxury,distinguished for quality accom-
modation and guest services, this luxury 
hotel meets all the demands of today’s 
discerning traveler while reflecting the 
true essence of Punjabi heritage.

Let’s visit with me to have a grander view 
of Faisalabad Serena Hotel.
In the busy city of Faisalabad, where allur-
ing lights and active shopping never stop. 
Faisalabad Serena Hotel is an escape to 
the serenity. On the Club Road reflecting 
the remains of British Raj, you would be 
finding Serena, a huge,carefully guarded, 
walled structureresembling of a guarded 
fort. After security clearance, you would be 
heading towards the parking, where along 
with cars you would be encircled with huge 
old trees, distant sound of a fountains, 
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Faisalabad Serena Hotel,a Class of Punjab

cheering of birds leaving their nests and an 
occasional play of the squirrels.
Thencomes a sophisticated brick colored 
building, giving an air of Punjabi Haveli 
standing overlooking the immense lawns. 
And you would find yourself entering into 
the glittering mansion from a giant door 
operated by a smiling turban man; the 
long kaftan and turban emits a true pic-
ture of Punjab. 
By stepping inside the classy and luxuri-
ous interiors of the hotel you would be 
treated to the polished and nurturing am-
bience reminiscent of the old mansions 
of Faisalabad. Chinioti sofas with vibrant 
floral tapestry made by local artisans 
are placed alongside traditional ceramic 
lamps representing local culture in its 
full spectrum. A huge, brass lamp hangs 
in the lobby, offsetting the brick walls as 
a magnificent centerpiece. The court-
yards and lush gardens, are another treat 
for guests, providing a haven of peace 
and serenity in the bustling city.
On the right-hand side form the main en-
try is the reception from where you can 
take the keys of your room. The hotel 
has two floors the lower or ground one 
is standard floor and the 1st is executive 
floor, the facilities and rates are different 
for both.Hence, you can tailor your stay 
as per your needs.
The hotel has total 140 beautifully ap-
pointed guest rooms, where Punjab’s rich 
culture and Faisalabad’s textile heritage 
is carefully woven into the design of each 
room. Lavish textures, hand-woven carpets 
and ornate woodwork are complemented 
by modern amenities designed to provide 
you the utmost in elegance, comfort and 
convenience, including a handsome liv-
ing and dining area, writing table, powder 
room, marble bathroomsstocked with the 

hotel’s own brand of complimentary toilet-
ries, complimentary high-speed internet, 
minibars, 24-hour room service and flat 
screen TVs, while large soundproofed win-
dows keep out any noise and allow plenty 
of sun light in. Also, most of rooms afford 
inspiring views of the hotel’s gardens 
and courtyards. Twin, queen-sized or 
king-sized beds are dressed in soft snow-
white linens,embroidered cushions, off-
set by an embellished dark woodenintri-
cately carvedhead frame.
Moreover, bedroom’s traditional color pal-
ette is complemented by a luxurious wool 
carpet and rich fabrics, giving a feel of true 
home away from home.
At Faisalabad Serena Hotel you can reside 
gracefully in Punjabi style,among a haven 
of peaceful gardens that provide a welcom-
ing calm oasis. The hotel also offers ex-
clusive Executive and Presidential suites, 
each reflecting warmth, tradition and cul-

ture. Food, the lifeline of Punjabis, ranging 
from sarso ka saag, makaeki roti to jaleebi, 
and the good news isin the Hotel you can 
enjoy all the appetizing and mouthwatering 
food. In the restaurants at lunch and din-
ner, you can enjoy an opulent assortment 
of dishes, ranging from typical Pakistani 
cuisine to international delicacies from 
China, Thailand, Europe and beyond.
Since Faisalabad Serena Hotel is home 
to some of the best restaurants and ca-
fes in the city, whether you can seek a la 
carte dining under the stars or a casual 
family meal, business lunch or a large 
celebration, the restaurants and bars 
at the Hotel can make your every meal 
time memorable. Combining the es-
sence of Pakistani cooking with cuisines 
from other cultures around the world, 
the hotel offersyou to traverse the cu-
linary globe via the hotel’s collection of 
high-quality restaurants and cafes.
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Faisalabad Serena Hotel,a Class of Punjab

LYALLPUR COFFEE SHOP
For the in-house guests Breakfast is 
complementary and is served in a buf-
fet style at the Lyallpur Coffee Shop. 
Steps from the hotel’s main lobby on the 
ground floor, the Lyallpur Restaurant 
caters for breakfast, lunch, high tea and 
dinner buffets. It is perfect for a long 
lunch with family and friends, a sophis-
ticated evening meal or business meet-
ings. Where you would be treated to a 

tempting array of specialty dishes, rang-
ing from traditional Pakistani flavors 
using the best local produce to popular 
continental cuisine.

RAKAPOSHI
Next to the hotel lobby, its Rakaposhi 
café, from where you can choose from a 
tantalizing array of freshly baked breads, 
homemade cakes and pastries, light 
snacks and beverages including freshly 
squeezed juices, flavored teas, specialty 

coffees and refreshing “mocktails”. The 
café and terrace are open throughout the 
day and evening for informal business 
meetings, family time or a relaxed catch 
up with friends, hence you can enjoy it on 
any time of your choice.

RAKAPOSHI COURTYARD
It is just outside Rakaposhi, that offers 
the sizzling flavors of wood-fired brick 
oven pizzas, authentic Arabic wraps 
and pasta dishes. 
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Faisalabad Serena Hotel,a Class of Punjab

BASANT COURT
The Basant Court prides itself on of-
fering the freshest local produce and 
seasonal delicacies straight from the 
grill. Particularly popular amongst 
the locals, the mouth-watering bar-
becue is served accompanied by live 
traditional music, further adding to 
the experience.

POOL BAR
The Pool Bar is a delightful place, 
where you can relax while enjoying a 
scenic view and light poolside snacks, 
salads, refreshing juices and specialty 
“mocktails”. 

EXECUTIVE LOUNGE
The Executive Lounge is a welcoming 
space, which you would find in the main 
lobby, where you cansocialize over refresh-
ments including coffee, tea, soft drinks and 
delicious homemade snacks.

XUELIAN
The Xuelian Restaurant, however its un-
der construction now a days, is elegantly 
located on the lobby level of the hotel, 
celebrates the eclectic mix of flavors 
from China, Japan and Thailand. Here 
you can choose from a sumptuous buf-
fet or from a wonderful selection of a la 
carte favorites at both lunch and dinner.

ROOM SERVICE
Feeling lazy or tired, you can dine in 
the comfort of your room or suite at 
any time of day or night with our 24-
hour in-room dining. 

EVENT CATERING
At Serena Faisalabad Hotel you can ar-
range receptions, dinners and other large-
scale events, from 20 to 3,000 guests. 
However, if you are here for only check-ins 
I would recommend you request someone 
to get there, since the ceilings of the halls 
are marvelous, specially the Nakash Hall, 
and that’s all is hand painted which makes 
it quite a treasure.
Beside this the hotel have some beau-
tiful gardens, loaded with flowers and 
huge old tress, where you can capture 
some memorable photos, or an escape 
from everyday life by sitting beside the 
fountains. In the meanwhile, you would 
also come across some kitchen garden, 
where I had seen for the first time a 
black pepper plant.
Moreover, the hotel offers health club but 
unfortunately spa facility is not available, 
which I believe is a part of luxury hotel. 
However, stylishly appointed rooms stun-
ning gardens and courtyards, unrivalled 
security and a wide choice ofrestaurantsof-
fering local and international delicacies, 
the friendly and caring staff make the Fais-
alabad Serena Hotel one of the city’s pre-
mier hotels for business and leisure that 
reflects the true class of Punjab.
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Aga Khan Trust for Culture holds 
award distribution ceremony 
at Islamabad Serena Hotel
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Chakkrid Krachaiwong hosted ASEAN Committee in Islamabad (ACI) Meeting 
at the Royal Thai Embassy. The Meeting discussed ways and activities to 

further enhance ASEAN-Pakistan relations and cooperation. – DNA

Azerbaijan ambassador meets Naval Chief
Both countries enjoy excellent relations in all fields

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador of 
Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov 
called on the Chief of Naval Staff 
at the Naval Headquarters. Both 
sides discussed matters of mu-
tual interest. Pakistan and Azer-
baijan enjoy excellent relations. 
Both countries share each other’s 
views on various regional as well 
international issues. Azerbaijan 
has been supporting Pakistan on 
the issue of Kashmir from day 
one. Azerbaijan believes the is-
sues should be resolved as per 
the United Nations resolutions. 
Likewise, Pakistan also extended 

full moral and diplomatic sup-
port to Azerbaijan during its 44 
day Patriotic War with Arme-
nia. Pakistan strongly believes 

that Armenia had illegally oc-
cupied Azerbaijani territories 
and Baku had full mandate to 
get its territories librated. 
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Time Travel: A Possibility?

TIME Travel has been a thing 
of fiction and stories, with 
one of its first iterations 

coming into being in Jules Verne’s 
Book ‘The Time Machine’. And in 
the popular franchise ‘Back to the 
Future’. But in reality this may be 
achieved with some basic princi-
ples of quantum mechanics, graph 
theory and some simple logic.
Let’s get the first postulation 
out of the way, when one trav-
els time they create a branch of 
a new timeline, so if you travel 
back in time to end World War 2 
before it began, but if you went 
forward in time, World War 2 
would still happen. You may trav-
el into the past or future but you 
may not necessarily CHANGE it. 
This holds true with the laws of 
physics and actually solves one 
of the oldest logical paradoxes 
pertaining to time travel. ‘The 
Grandfather Paradox’
Secondly let’s also put time into 
perspective, time is just a func-
tion of relative velocity. Time is 
all relative to the observer in in-
ertial frames of reference that is 
the main gist of Einstein’s Theory 
of Relativity and that also proves 
to us that Light has actually trav-
elled through time too, consider-
ing that light from the far corners 
of the universe takes a lot of time 
to travel, so who knows maybe the 
photons that we experience from 
far off Gamma Energy Bursts 
carry information with regards to 
quantum and astrophysical states 
from the beginning of time.
The simplest method we know to 
date to travel through time is to go 
at the speed of light. However, this 

destroys matter at one of the most 
sophisticated levels as of date.
Another is a very ingenuitive get 
intriguing method developed by fa-
mous mathematician Kurt Godel. 
Godel was the father of the Godel 
Incompleteness Theorem and the 
Godel Metric. He is one of the only 
known mathematicians to date 
which have solved the Einstein 
field equations. He, in a very long 
worded letter, disproved Einstein’s 
results for the field equation on 
the day of Einstein’s birthday. The 
main context is this:space-time is 
like a sheet, so what happens if you 
fold that sheet over itself, then you 
create a manifold, and if you create 
a small teleportation wormhole be-
tween the manifolds that creates a 
‘Closed Timelike Curve’ which is 
just an einstein rosen bridge be-
tween two manifolds in space time.
Godel, created a solution to the 
Einstein field equation; create a 
wormhole. This wouldn’t break 
the laws of relativity nor would 
it require for the object to move 
faster than the speed of light.
All in all, time travel is possible 
and it actually may be possible in 
the near centuries to come, but 
the question still stands, on why 
we would want to change the past 
if we can currently change the fu-
ture just with our present actions.
AIOU equips Pakistani youth with 
vocational skills
Islamabad, Feb 2 ().  Allama Iqbal 
Open University (AIOU) is tak-
ing various  initiatives to equip 
Pakistani youth with vocational 
skills to earn respectable liveli-
hood under the banner of   Prime 
Minister’s Hunarmand Pakistan 

Program. University is offering 
various skills-based courses in-
cluding hotel management to Pa-
kistani youth located in distant 
and underdeveloped areas of the 
country. According to Prof Dr Zia 
Ul-Qayyum, Pakistani youth faces 
a lot of difficulties in getting em-
ployment despite of being highly 
qualified. Therefore, it is the pri-
mary responsibility of the uni-
versities to provide them skilled 
training besides formal educa-
tion so that they can play their 
due role in the process of social 
and economic development of 
the country. 
In order to achieve this objective, 
AIOU has initiated hotel manage-
ment course in collaboration with 
Alight Pakistan with the slogan of 
‘learn a skill and be skillful’. The 
primary objective of this six-week 
training course is to equip Paki-
stani youth with hotel manage-
ment skills to promote tourism 
and to boast tourism industry in 
GB and Skardu. This training pro-
gram would be expanded to other 
tourism popular regions of the 
country gradually. It is expected 
that this training program will 
play a pivotal role in the social 
and economic development of the 
country as hotel industry is pro-
gressing by leaps and bounds.
Admission application form can 
be downloaded from the univer-
sity website (www.aiou.edu.pk). 
In case of any further details, 
interested candidates may con-
tact Gilgit regional office as well 
as Skardu regional offices on 
05811-960378/9606030 and 0585-
960258 respectively.

M Mujtaba Iqbal

Godel, created a solution to the Einstein 
field equation; create a wormhole. This 
wouldn’t break the laws of relativity 
nor would it require for the object to 
move faster than the speed of light
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DNA
KARACHI: The Ambassador of Azerbaijan 
Khazar Farhadov, while highlighting the 
potential, opportunities and incentives 
being offered to foreign investors, invited 
the business and industrial community of 
Karachi to look into the possibility of in-
vesting in the Alat Free Economic Zone 
(AFEZ) where no value added tax, with-
holding tax or any other corporate tax 
was applicable and there was no restric-
tion on foreign ownership.
Exchanging views at a meeting during his 
visit to the Karachi Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry, the Envoy added that Pakistani 
investors by setting up their business units 
in Azerbaijan, in addition to availability of 
complete infrastructure, tax exemptions 
and other incentives, will experience a 
business-friendly environment due to re-
duced red tape and ongoing reforms in 
the macroeconomic environment, human 
capital & labor market, infrastructure & 
utilities, investor protection, foreign trade 
facilitation and technology & innovations.
President KCCI Muhammad Idrees, Sen-
ior Vice President Abdul Rehman Naqi, 
Vice President Qazi Zahid Hussain, Chair-
man of Diplomatic Missions & Embassies 

Liaison Subcommittee Zia ul Arfeen, For-
mer President KCCI Majyd Aziz, Second 
Secretary of Azerbaijan Embassy, Shahba-
la Karimov, Third Secretary/ Media Atta-
ché Azerbaijan Embassy Elchin Mehdiyev 
and KCCI Managing Committee Members 
attended the meeting.
Azerbaijani Ambassador further pointed 
out that a total of 2137 Pakistani compa-
nies were registered in Azerbaijan cover-
ing key sectors including industry, trade, 
services, construction, transport and tel-
ecommunication while the overall invest-
ment by Pakistani companies in Azerbaijan 
stood at US$4.2 million during the period 
from 1995-2021. “Azerbaijan with a popu-
lation of 10.1 million, GDP per capita of 
US$3693 and foreign direct investment of 
US$14.8 billion in the non-oil sector can 
offer profitable investment opportunities 
to the business community of Karachi in 
the agriculture, construction, petrochemi-
cals, renewables, transport, mining, digital 
economy and tourism sectors”, he added.
Highlighting the business opportunities be-
tween the two countries, he said that Paki-
stani businessmen can export clothes and 
other textile products, optic and medical 
equipment, pharmaceutical products, rice, 
mangoes, bananas and other tropical fruits 

while Azerbaijan can export cotton & cot-
ton yarn, polymers of ethylene or propyl-
ene, black fermented tea, tomatoes, hazzle 
nuts, strawberries, berries, vegetables, 
fruit juices, sauces etc.
Earlier, President KCCI Muhammad 
Idrees, w1hile welcoming the Ambassador, 
stated that during 2020, Pakistan’s exports 
to Azerbaijan stood at $11.63 million and 
imports totaled to $1.66 million which 
were quite meagre and much below the 
true potential. “It is essential that the two 
countries must get engaged in exchange of 
delegations at the governmental and the 
private sector level for promotion of bilat-
eral trade and strengthening the economic 
cooperation and partnership”, he added.
Underscoring the need to explore other 
different products holding great poten-
tial, he stressed that trade could be en-
hanced by focusing on pharmaceutical, 
confectionary items, dates, flat-rolled 
products of iron or non-alloy steel, plas-
tics and chemicals. “Moreover, as the 
construction sector is one of the fastest 
growing areas of Azerbaijan’s economy 
and Pakistan is a major exporter of top-
quality cement, hence we can provide 
this essential raw material to Azerbaijan 
for fulfilling its construction needs.”

Ambassador invites Karachi’s business 
community to Invest in Azerbaijan’s AFEZ
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Balochistan’s Reko Diq: 
Re-Negotiations

PAKISTAN is rich in natural re-
sources and this is no exaggera-
tion by any means.  Consider gold 

and copper for a while. Historically, a 
substantial quantity of Gold was sent to 
the Greeks as tax after Alexander came 
to know about this wealth in our part of 
the world. But where is the treasure? 
and answer is: Reko Diq, one of the larg-
est copper and gold mines in the world: 
having estimated reserves of 5.9 billion 
tons of ore grading, 0.41% copper and 
gold reserves amounting to 41.5 million 
oz. High deposits of Gold and copper 
is the actual reason of Reko Diq signifi-
cance, but popularity of Reko Diq is as-
sociated with Reko Diq case. Let me give 
you a context.   An agreement, generally 
known as CHEJVA (Chagai Hills Explo-
ration Joint Venture Agreement) was 
signed between Australian mining com-
pany BHP Billiton and the government 
of Balochistan back in 1993. 
The purpose of agreement was to allow 
BHP Billiton to explore the existence of 
copper and gold deposits at the RekoDiq 
Mine, conduct feasibility study, and later 
the company would extract copper and 
gold. BHP Biliton had 75% of share and 
rest was with the government of Balo-
chistan. In 2000, BHP handed over its 
contract to another Australian company: 
Mincor Resources, and one another com-
pany TCC (Tethyan Copper Company) 
procured the project in 2006. Right after 
TCC took control of the project, a law-
suit was filed in Balochistan high court 
against the agreement; claiming it to be 
illegal and contrary to the provisions of 
Pakistani law. However, the claim was 
discarded by the High Court and CHE-
JVA was declared legal and valid, but the 
ripple did not fadeout. 
In 2010, TCC completed the feasibility 
study and shared the findings with gov-
ernment of Balochistan. Later, in 2011 
TCC submitted a Mine Lease Applica-
tion to receive a formal permission for 
excavating the copper and gold; as per 
the agreement.  The lease application 
by TCC was turned down by the provin-
cial government.  It was realized after 
almost 2 decades that the agreement 
conditions are not in favor of the peo-

ple of Balochistan, therefore Govt. of 
Balochistan asked to revise the condi-
tion, for instance i) performing smelt-
ing and refining in Pakistan as opposed 
to the original agreement where smelt-
ing and refining would be done outside 
Pakistan, ii) increase royalty rates, iii) 
review financial model, iv) hiring more 
local population in the project. In fact 
the then political leadership (today’s 
PML-N) was not good enough in calcu-
lating good negotiations or they must 
have calculated the transection to their 
bank accounts well.  
However, TCC refused to revise the 
conditions, took the matter to ICSID 
(International Centre for Settlement of 
Investment Disputes); the World Bank 
Group, and demanded $11.43 billion 
in damages for such unanticipated and 
abrupt termination of the agreement.
Moreover, in 2013 SCP (Supreme Court 
of Pakistan) declared the CHEJVA 
agreement as void, and called it contra-
ry to public policy. SCP further stated 
that TCC has no legal rights to start ex-
cavation in Reko Diq.
In 2017, the ICSID passed a verdict in 
favor of TCC and approved a legitimate 
expectation of receiving the mining 
lease, and found no wrongdoing in CHE-
JVA. Furthermore, ICSID found that Pa-
kistan had breached Fair and Equitable 
Treatment(FET)standard, and commit-
ted an unlawful expropriation under the 
Australia-Pakistan Bilateral Investment 
Treaty (BIT). 
It is vital to understand that many devel-
oping nations are vulnerable to BIT. Big 
corporates and multinationalbusinesses 
enjoy all the support and resources, 
and use international settlement insti-
tutions like ICSID to take advantage 
and unusual benefits. These corporate 
giants challenge the sovereignty of in-
stitutionally weak nations. 
This monopolistic economic behavior 
needs to be corrected if we are seri-
ously interested in the growth of the 
entire globe; otherwise MDGs or SDGs 
are no more than Machiavellian prom-
ises. Getting back to the case, ICSID 
also overruled dozen allegations of 
corruption made by the government of 

Pakistan against TCC. One of a popular 
case was against former Chief Minister 
Balochistan; Muhammad Aslam Khan 
Raisani, having been offered a bribe of 
$1 million by TCC. Consequently ICSID 
awarded $6bn in damages to TCC. 
To enforce the award, TCC ap-
proached High Court of Justice in BVI 
(British Virgin Islands) in 2020, and 
sought attachment of Pakistani assets 
belonging to PIAIL (Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines Investment Ltd): a 
company which is also incorporated 
in the British Virgin Islands. BVI high 
court passed an order to attach some 
of PIAIL’s assets including Roosevelt 
Hotel in Manhattan, New York, and 
Scribe Hotel in Central Paris. By the 
orders of BVI the assets were frozen. 
In December 2020 Pakistan initiated an 
active negotiating with TCC to reach an 
out-of-court settlement of the dispute.
PM Imran Khan constituted a commit-
tee to steer the negotiations that is 
comprised of: (i) Minister for Finance; 
(ii) Minister for Law & Justice; (iii) At-
torney-General for Pakistan; (iv) Chief 
Minister of Balochistan; (v) Director 
General Military Intelligence; and (vi) 
Any person the Committee wishes to 
co-opt. As a result of these negotiations 
in May 2021, BVI unfreeze the PIA as-
sets in RekoDiq award case. 
There is high possibility of good news 
soon that the RekoDiq project is going 
to resume with revised conditions in the 
best interest of Balochistan and its peo-
ple. If this happens the present Govt. 
will have a complete right to claim that 
they have saved $6 billion damages to 
be paid from national treasury and re-
instated the image of a country among 
international investors. But what about 
the people who dragged Pakistan into 
poorly negotiated agreement. This is vi-
tal to the progress of Pakistan that inad-
equate financial deals particularly with 
international investors have to be vet 
thoroughly, because there is no sense 
in crying over spilt milk. 

– The writer is an academician, 
columnist and broadcast 

journalist. He can be reached at 
mali.hamza@yahoo.com

Dr M Ali Hamza

In 2017, the ICSID passed a verdict in favor of TCC and 
approved a legitimate expectation of receiving the 
mining lease, and found no wrongdoing in CHEJVA
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PM as ambassador of Kashmir, 
raising issue at all forums: Farrukh

Speaks at the photographic 
exhibition held in connection  
with Kashmir Solidarity Day, 

organised by the Directorate of 
Electronic Media and Publications

Staff 
Report

ISLAMABAD, Minister of State for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Farrukh Habib 
said on Thursday that Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan had played the role of an advocate 
and courageous ambassador of the hapless 
Kashmiri people by highlighting the issue 
at various international forums.
He said these words while addressing the 
inaugural ceremony of a digital photo-
graphic exhibition being held in connection 
with Kashmir Solidarity Day, organised by 
the Directorate of Electronic Media and 
Publications. The minister said that Imran 
Khan presented the Kashmir case at every 
international forum including the United 
Nations, Organization of Islamic Countries 
and bilateral meetings with world leaders.
Farrukh said after the PM Imran Khan ex-
posed the tyrannical atrocities of the Modi 
government in Indian occupied Jammu and 

Kashmir, the western media also started 
highlighting the issue.
The international community should also 
keep its eyes and ears open, Farrukh Habib 
said, adding that the Kashmir issue should 
be resolved in accordance with UN resolu-
tions which promised to give Kashmiri peo-
ple the right to self-determination.  "We feel 
the plight of Kashmiri mothers and sisters, 
Pakistan has always raised its voice against 
human rights violations being committed by 
Indian occupation forces" he said. He said 
over 8 million Kashmiris had become prison-
ers after Indian step on August 5 and ensuing 
lock down. He said that neither media was 
free nor social media functional in the occu-
pied territory. Farrukh  said that Modi's RSS 
mindset could be judged by the form of op-
pression and barbarism going on  in Kashmir.
He said that tens of thousands of Kash-
miris have been martyred by trigger happy 
Indian occupation forces.  They martyred 
the young icon of freedom struggle Burhan 
Wani but they could not suppress Kash-
miris voice as every Kashmiri youth was 

struggling for freedom. "Kashmir lives in 
the hearts of Pakistanis all over Pakistan 
and around the world and we stand with 
them", he remarked.   He said that Pakistan 
has highlighted Kashmir issue at every fo-
rum, it would also be discussed during PM 
Imran Khan's visit to China as well.
The minister appreciated DEMP  for hold-
ing a splendid exhibition in connection 
with Kashmir Solidarity Day.  He said that 
the students have exposed atrocities in 
Kashmir through paintings being exhib-
ited in the exhibition. Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
Mubashir Tauqeer and other senior offi-
cials from the ministry were also present 
on the occasion. Farrukh Habib visited 
the photographic exhibition and evinced 
keen interest in the photographs. The par-
ticipants were also shown a documentary 
on Indian atrocities and barbarism titled 
"Kashmir's Story". Minister of State Far-
rukh Habib distributed prizes among those 
who took prominent positions in painting 
competitions among the students.
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Customized Practical Guide for Pakistan on Requesting 
Electronic Evidence Across Borders Launched!

DNA
 
ISLAMABAD: UNODC, in collaboration with the Government 
of Pakistan, launched the “Customized Practical Guide for Pa-
kistan on Requesting Electronic Evidence Across Borders,” in 
a ceremony held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad, 
under the framework of a European Union (EU) supported pro-
ject entitled “Pakistan’s Action to Counter-Terrorism” (PACT).
Pakistan was the first country in Asia to partner with UNODC to 
customize the Global Practical Guide in line with its domestic le-
gal framework and procedures with the aim of providing national 
and provincial practitioners with necessary methods and skills 
to access the critical electronic evidence needed to prevent, in-

vestigate, prosecute and adjudicate terrorism offences. 
The customization was a joint venture of UNODC and the Coun-
ter-Terrorism Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with 
input from representatives of the Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA), National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA), Central 
Authority of Pakistan at the Ministry of Interior, Sindh Judicial 
Academy and Counter-Terrorism Departments.
The Director-General Counter Terrorism Division, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Mr. Asim Khan, UNODC Country Representa-
tive, Dr. Jeremy Milsom, the Ambassador of the European Un-
ion to Pakistan, Her Excellency Androulla Kaminara, Foreign 
Secretary of Pakistan, Mr. Sohail Mahmood graced the occasion 
with their presence and addressed the participants.
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AZERBAIJAN ENVOY VISIT KARACHI

KARACHI: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan Khazar Farhadov presenting a souvenir to 
Sarmad Ali President All Pakistan Newspapers Society, during his recent visit to Karachi. – DNA
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Geneal Manager 
ISH Michel A 
Galopin and 
Director Satrang 
Art Gallery Asma 
Rashid Khan 
inaugurated 
the event

SATRANG Art Gallery arranged an 
exhibition titled’  Retracing the 
Urban Fabric’ by two artists Far-

rukh Adnan and Mamoona Riaz. The 
exhibition explores the impact of spac-
es and urban environments. It distills 
an individual’s life into a well stepped 
pattern or map of regularly visited 
places, and repeatedly performed ac-
tivities within these spaces, said a 
press release issued here on Tuesday.
The exhibition encourages viewers 
to thoughtfully consider the impact 
of their daily encounters, routes, rou-
tines, and the places they frequent 
upon themselves and upon those sites.
Mamoona and Farrukh’s delicate art-
works are painstakingly created and 
are deeply layered. Both artists base 
their art on carefully researched sub-
jects – in Farrukh’s case old ruins and 
in Mamoona’s, living breathing cities, 
the results are similar, their versions of 
these cities are imprinted and immor-
talized in their work.Farrukh Adnan 
said my current work encapsulates the 
emotions associated with spaces and 
their transformation in time. I have 

been investigating history and historic 
places, especially in my hometown Tu-
lamba, an ancient archaeological site 
located in Southern Punjab. 
He said, my artistic process begins 
with the documentation of the features 
at this site that lead to contemplation 
of collective meaning informed by his-
tory. These series are also an effort 
to document history and the process 
of the making of the urban fabric that 
brings the deterioration of the place 
with time. The work comments on the 
expansion of cities, on aspects of mi-
gration and the profound impact on the 
form of the changing landscape. Ma-
moona Riaz said my comment is on 
how the divergence from one space 
to another works, and how, within 
us, fragments of each encounter 
manifest in changes. These encoun-
ters are with the patterns we most 
interact with, the maps of the places 
we live in. With time the patterns of 
these maps become one with us as 
and are etched within our memory.
She said the parallels between the 
delicacy and detail of 2d traditional 

DNA

Exhibition ‘Retracing the Urban 
Fabric’ at Satrang Art Gallery
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miniature technique of pigment application in layers are 
transformed into 3d overlapping of paper and drawings. 
Traditional miniature art patterns are converted into a pat-
terns made from cogs and gears, depicting the forever on-
going machine which a city is, the map of Islamabad is the 
pattern which I live in , which keeps moving and changing 
through the continous walk around this shamsa of cogs and 
the play of shadows and light changing the patterns of this 
map, she added. Mamoona said the maps of the city are 
woven together to form a new map. These new patterns at 
some place look like mark-making, symbolizing the erasure 
of moments which are then forever etched into the memo-
ry.  She said the weaving and layering of the extremely thin 
and delicate paper strips with ink and drawings on them 
through a painstaking process resonates of the Tapai and 
Pardakht of Miniature Painting.  This woven manuscript 
is a new map reminiscent of not only my memory but also 
of all the people living in this city because this map is the 
single commonality we all share on the ground and seeing 
it grow into a different being everyday is what we share in 
its intangible form and spirits, she added.
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Ten Billion Trees Tsunami Project

Mumtaz Ahmed Bhatti

THE world is currently in the grip of 
climate change and Pakistan is one 
of the countries’ most affected by 

it. In this situation, after the Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan’s Billion Trees Tsunami 
Project, the Ten Billion Trees Tsunami 
Project has created hope for the Pakistani 
nation to improve the environment where 
TBTTP; is greatly appreciated around the 
world. Wherever such a big project starts, 
good work is done, sometimes incompe-
tence comes to the fore and sometimes ir-
regularities continue. In such cases, the re-
sponsibility of the media has to be pointed 
out in the case of criticism. 
It is the responsibility of the government to 
take action in accordance with the law by in-
quiring into the identification of the media. 
I write various articles and appreciated the 
good work written on TBTTP; and criticized 
where necessary. My biggest criticism was on 
the rampant plantation of eucalyptus in Pun-
jab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. In a meeting, 
National Project Director Hassan Ali Sukhera 
said that Secretary Forest Punjab Shahid Za-
man has stopped planting of eucalyptus in 
excess of the prescribed limit and; TBTTP; is 
doing a good job. When I met him in Lahore, 
he said that I have stopped the planting of 
eucalyptus in excess of the prescribed limit 
through a letter. After meeting him, I visited 
Multan, Chichawatni, Sahiwal, Bahawalpur, 
Lal Sohanra, Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur in 
South Punjab where I saw that the eucalyptus 
land was really affected by the bean sprouts. 
Plantation was done in bitter or sandy areas. 
The growth of plants planted in South Punjab 
was very good and lush. Another important 
thing is that everyone from Chief Conservator 
Waiter Forest South Zone Athar Shah Kahga 
to Forester were very happy with the good be-
havior of Secretary Forest.
Forest employees said that whenever Mr. 
Trey visits, he appreciates our hard work and 
is happy to give cash rewards. For the first 
time, Secretary Forest Punjab Shahid Zaman 
is cleaning the skin of water so that water is 
not wasted and all the water is used for for-

ests. Work is also being done to create a force 
to protect the forest, which is commendable. 
There is a lot of area for plantation in Balo-
chistan but plantation is not easy here. The 
biggest issue is water. However, Balochistan 
Forest Department; TBTTP; is working bet-
ter. When I was in Balochistan; I was going 
to Quetta to write on TBTTP’s plantation. I 
saw much better plantations and nurseries 
than I had expected. I was most happy to see 
Secretary Forest Balochistan Dostin Khan Ja-
maldini showing great interest in the forest. 
When Dostin Khan Jamaldini visited the for-
est, his last visit was to the mangrove plan-
tation. When he went to sea and got off the 
boat and went to the field, he had to take off 
his shoes but when there is water, they sink 
and have to walk very carefully. 
A visit to a mangrove field by a high-ranking 
bureaucrat like this shows his keen interest 
in the forest. Then when I went to see the 
mangroves in the sea from Dam Jetty from 

Vendor to see the plantations and nurser-
ies in Khuzdar, Lasbela, Athal, the whole 
day was spent on this visit to the mangroves 
and I did not feel the slightest bit tired be-
cause the mangroves I was getting to see 
such a beautiful plantation of mangrove for-
est spread over thousands of acres. Project 
director; TBTTP; Balochistan Syed Ali Im-
ran and Conservator Omar Farooq Khan in 
Kakar office; the briefing on TBTTP’s work 
in the field was even better. DFO Maqbool 
is second to none in the beautiful mangrove 
plantation as well as in the other plantations. 
The mention of the Ten Billion Trees Tsu-
nami Project is incomplete without the plan-
tation of Azad Jammu and Kashmir. Even 
today Azad Jammu and Kashmir; TBTTP; 
is best known for its beautiful and beautiful 
plantations. I; TBTTP; has written numer-
ous columns in various newspapers and sev-
eral times across Pakistan; I also had the op-
portunity to visit TBTTP’s plantation sites.
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At General Practice, we provide some of the best private medical care in
Islamabad, where your health lies at the heart of everything we do.

Combined with the traditional core values of general practice, we build long term
trusting relationships with our patients and their families, offering easy

accessibility and continuity of care.
 Trust us to look after all your healthcare needs.  

F O R  Y O U R

P E R S O N A L I Z E D  H E A L T H C A R E  E X P E R I E N C E

GENERALPRACTICEISLAMABAD WWW.GENERALPRACTICE.COM.PK

Medical Clinics
COVID-19 Management 
 Disease screening 

Laboratory Services
 Diagnostic Radiology
 Wellness Vaccinations


