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THE Opposition parties that have gathered under the banner 
of Pakistan Democratic Movement (DPM) have given a 

long march call for March 23 – a day when the armed forces of 
Pakistan hold their annual parade in connection with Pakistan 
Day celebrations. The PDM call therefore seeks to put political 
parties, sans PPP, and the establishment on a collision course. 
The Interior Minister Shaikh Rashid Ahmed has requested the 
PDM to review its decision and have its long march on March 
30. The PDM leadership nevertheless does not seem ready to 
agree to the interior minister’s call. According to government 
ministers the PDM does not have enough support even from 
its allies for the proposed march neither it really wants to 

undertake this venture for it needs a lot of resources as well. Secondly, the PPP, which 
happens to be one of the largest political parties, is yet to decide whether it should ride 
the PDM bandwagon. PPP hitherto has played its cards in a smart way by exerting 
pressure on the government to get some relaxations and at the same time keeping its 
relevance intact i.e to be part of the PDM again at any time of its choosing. 
As regards the long march, it may not yield desired results if it lacks support from 
all mainstream opposition parties including the PPP. And PPP for the moment 
does not seem interested in any such move because if the central government goes 
then PPP will have to lose its government in Sindh as well. And losing the Sindh 
government means losing a huge clout and maneuvering which is currently avail-
able to PPP that may help it get considerable seats in the next general elections. 
PPP would never like to lose Sindh. It would try to get more and more seats since 
only then it would be in a position to better bargain for a leading role in any future 
set up.  In the absence of any deal between the PML N and powers that be, PPP may 
emerge as a potential stakeholder in the future political scenario. PPP together 
with PML Q may be an acceptable option to form the next government. When we 
say acceptable it means acceptable for powers that be. However as I had pointed 
out in one of my earlier pieces that PPP and the Establishment co-existence has 
always been very tricky and difficult. The primary concern about PPP has been its 
inability of managing the government affairs in a transparent manner. Corruption 
always ruled supreme during all the PPP tenures. But, the way PTI has performed 
and run the day to day affairs, it seems to have overdone PPP when it comes to bad 
governance, economic plight and corruption. Even after passage of three years, the 
government is still groping in the dark. As the Punjab Governor said, the entire 
country had been mortgaged with the IMF for just one billion dollars. 
Shaukat Tareen when took over as the Finance Minister announced to decrease 
reliance on IMF. He also announced not to generate revenue by increasing prices 
of electricity and fuel. His statement earned him kudos from the general public 
who thought it had got a messiah it was waiting for since long. But their hopes 
dashed to the ground when Mr. Tareen, like past ministers, started generating 
revenue through same old methods employed by his predecessors. The reasons 
were obvious. He was unable to extract money from the big wigs. He was unable 
to bring to the tax net those who had never paid any taxes or were paying just pea-
nuts. Pakistan’s biggest problem happens to be the insufficient tax collection from 
the big enterprises. The tax evaders would love to pay bribes rather than paying 
to the government. It is also partially because of the cumbersome taxation system 
that compels people to resort to tax evasion. The point which I want to make here 
is that due to lopsided monetary policies of the government people would gladly 
join the Opposition long march only to vent their anger. Govt has only one year 
to deliver because the year 2023 shall be the election year. In fact the electioneer-
ing will start in the middle of 2022. There is a perception that Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) are being introduced because PTI govt is con-
vinced that people may not vote for it this time. This perception 
can only be diluted through performance and good governance. 
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Diversifying ties
with Pakistan
my priority

Yerzhan Kistafin

exclusive
ambassador of Kazakhstan talks to centreline

Ambassador of Kazakhstan 
Yerzhan Kistafin gave an exclusive 

interview to Daily Islamabad 
POST, Centreline and DNA News 

Agency. This was his first-ever 
interview to any Pakistani media 

house, after assuming charge 
of the office of the Ambassador 

of Kazakhstan to Pakistan. 
Ambassador Kistafin recently 

presented his credentials to the 
President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi. 

Here is the text of the interview

PleASe share with our readers a brief history of 
Kazakhstan including life style; historical back-
ground; tourist destinations; cuisines, etc.?

It is important to note, that Kazakhstan is the coun-
try, whose almost 19-million population, despite of 
being ethnically diverse, is mostly composed by Ka-
zakh people with their own language, culture, tradi-
tions and, of course, history.
Another issue to mention is that history of Kazakhstan is 
largely the one of nomads, who Kazakh people had been 

for centuries before totally got sedentary at the very be-
ginning of the 20th century. This is the reason why Ka-
zakh traditions, folk music, traditions, cuisine are refer-
ring so much with our nomadic past.
As for the term “Kazakh” and its origin, scholars have 
different views but the most popular among them is 
the one that the word “Kazakh” means free and war-
like people. Just few years ago, Kazakhstan widely 
celebrated the 550th anniversary of creation of the 
Kazakh Khanate, a nomadic state, which is known as 
the first statehood of Kazakh people and predecessor 
of modern-day Kazakhstan. The Kazakh Khanate was 
a successor of the Golden Horde and existed from the 
15th to 19th century. The khanate was established by 
Janibek Khan and Kerei Khan around 1465.
Kasym Khan, a son of Janibek (then leader of Kazaks), 
helped babur, founder of the moghul empire, to conquer 
Kabul and delhi Sultanate afterwards, sending Kazakh 
warriors to join babur’s army. Since the first half of the 
18th century, the Kazakh Khanate gradually got under 
the power of the growing and expanding russian empire, 
what ended up in the 19th century with the abolition of 
the Khanate and total incorporation of Kazakh land-
masses into the russian empire. during that time, Paki-
stan as well as the most of the Indian subcontinent was 
gradually getting under control of the british empire.
The 20th century was mostly the era of the so-called 
Soviet Kazakhstan, when our country was an inte-
gral part of the USSr and developed within the Soviet 
power until it collapsed in 1991. Nowadays sovereign 
Kazakhstan, which is celebrating this year the 30th 
anniversary of its Independence, is a well-known state 
with a strong commitment to enhance mutually benefi-
cial relationship with any state of the world, including, 
certainly brotherly Pakistan.  In this regard, I would 
like to reiterate the fact that Pakistan was among the 
first to have recognized Kazakhstan as a sovereign 
state in late 1991. It followed by the establishment in 
February of 1992 of diplomatic relations between our 
countries, which at present have enormous potential 
in developing interstate cooperation in every field.
What are major exports and imports of Kazakhstan?
Kazakhstan is the biggest economy in central Asia and 
our strategic goal is to secure leading positions in the 
region and strengthen our niche in the world economy. 
but as any another national economy in the world the 
economy of Kazakhstan was badly damaged by cOV-

Id-19 pandemic. Nevertheless, the 
Government of Kazakhstan man-
aged to keep the economic situa-
tion in the country under control 
and start overcoming consequenc-
es of the pandemic.
Kazakhstan is known as a country, 
blessed to have huge natural re-
sources, including oil, gas, metals, 
uranium and many others, which 
the world economy still needs and 
makes our country a major exporter 
of natural resources. currently the 
bigger part of our national export 
volume are natural resources, which 
comprise more than its half. 
bIlATerAl relATIONS
On the occasion of presenting my 
credentials to the President of Paki-
stan dr Arif Alvi, the President said 
that we should develop and strength-
en economic cooperation between 
the two countries. I fully agreed with 
what the President of Pakistan said 
because Kazakhstan can serve for 
Pakistan as a golden gate in terms 
of providing access to markets of 
central Asia, euro Asia and eu-
rope. When we talk about bilateral 
relations it is not only about con-
sidering each other as a final point 
of destination rather we can serve 
as regional hubs so as to reach out 
to other countries. We have to cre-
ate a friendly environment at b2b 
level. due to non-availability of di-
rect flights communication between 
the two countries may be a hurdle 

therefore my special focus is on re-
sumption of direct flights between 
the two countries. As you know, we 
used to have direct flights in the 
90s. Towards this end, I have held 
a few meetings with the officials of 
Pakistan International Airlines and 
positive gestures expressed by the 
officials makes us optimistic that the 
goal of resumption of direct flights 
shall be achieved soon. The start of 
cargo flights is also under considera-
tion and as a matter of fact we wish 
to start both commercial as well car-
go flights ideally simultaneously.
likewise, resumption and reactiva-
tion of Pakistan-Kazakhstan busi-
ness council is yet another area I am 
working on because I strongly believe 
such bodies can surely play an impor-
tant role in further strengthening the 
bilateral ties. meetings of working 
groups can also be helpful in materi-
alising dream of enhanced bilateral 
relations therefore I am trying to hold 
such meetings by the end of this year 
positively in order to give further im-
petus to our b2b engagement.  
There is no denying the fact that 
people-to-people contacts are yet an-
other potential source of building 
bilateral relations on solid footings. 
There are a number of similarities 
between Kazakhstan and Pakistan in 
the fields of history, culture and reli-
gion. It therefore provides us with an 
apt excuse of building strong people-
to-people connections. To achieve 

this goal, we need to establish links 
among our youths; intellectuals and 
our academic institutions. In this re-
gard our first and foremost priority is 
to establish links among various aca-
demic institutions and I am pleased 
to share with you that just few days 
ago we had an online session between 
the Quaid-e-Azam University and Ka-
zakh Technical University. We are 
planning to organise a big conference 
dedicated to cooperation among the 
Pakistani and Kazakh universities in 
the fields of science and technology. 
There is a great potential and political 
will on both sides therefore it is time 
to start a new chapter in the history 
of our bilateral relations.
The Karakorum Highway is yet an-
other route of transportation that 
connects four countries namely Ka-
zakhstan, Pakistan, china and Kyr-
gyzstan. The highway needs some 
maintenance work before it is used 
for goods transportation and I hope 
it shall be done with our collective 
efforts but meanwhile yes Afghani-
stan can be the shortest and ap-
propriate transit route for goods 
transportation, provided the coun-
try is stabilised and peace return 
to Afghanistan.  Our President has 
stressed that Kazakhstan was ready 
to hold a constructive dialogue with 
Afghanistan but first Taliban should 
demonstrate by their deeds that they 
have changed their domestic as well 
international policies. 
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NUcleAr NON-PrOlIFerATION
When we talk about nuclear non-proliferation, we 
should go back to the history. Indeed, from the very 
beginning of its independence Kazakhstan renounced 
to own the nukes it inherited from the Soviet Union 
and declared itself a strong and ardent advocate of the 
Nuclear-Arms-Free-World. The Soviet Union leadership 
decided to construct a nuclear site on Kazakh soil in 
1947 and in 1949 the very first nuclear explosion took 
place in Kazakhstan. The nuclear site in Kazakhstan 
remained in operation for 40 years and during this pe-
riod over 456 nuclear tests were conducted, which was 
indeed a tragedy for the people of Kazakhstan who suf-
fered a lot due to these explosions. According to an esti-
mate over one million people badly suffered due to the 
nuclear tests. It was in this background that our leader-
ship in 1991 decided to stop all kinds of tests besides 
abandoning the nuclear site. 
Kazakhstan was the only post-Soviet central Asian 
country to have nuclear weaponry, so its decision to 
renounce was of fundamental importance for entire 
central Asia to become officially since 2006 a Nuclear-
Weapon-Free-Zone, as the respective Treaty was signed 
in Kazakhstan between all five central Asian states. 
It means that central Asia is never supposed to be the 
area with nuclear weapons deployed.
Kazakhstan was one of the sponsors of the UN GA reso-
lution, which in in 2009 declared 29th of August the 
International day against Nuclear Tests. moreover, in 
2015 Kazakhstan initiated the 70th session of the UN 
GA to adopt the Universal declaration on the Achieve-
ment of a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World, while the then 
President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev ap-
pealed to the world community to build by the 100 An-
niversary of the UN in 2025 to get totally rid of nuclear 
arms. We strongly believe that this ambitious goal is 
achievable, given the strong political will of countries 
concerned. 
KAZAKHSTAN PreSIdeNT KASSym-JOmArT 
TOKAyeV’S INITIATIVeS
When it comes to relationship of Kazakhstan with the 
outside world, nothing has changed so far from the 
President Tokayev’s ascension to power, as he is strict-
ly following the multi-factor foreign policy, architected 
by the First President of Kazakhstan and leader of the 
Nation Nursultan Nazarbayev. This policy proved to be 
quite effective and corresponding the most with Ka-
zakhstan’s vital foreign policy interests.
Our first President always emphasised the need to give 
priority to economy over politics because he believed 
that economic stability would automatically bring po-
litical stability as well. Our current leadership is also 
following this principle and has introduced a number 
to economic reforms. This is why President Tokayev is 
more concentrated on developing domestic political and 
economic reforms, which means existence of strong 
link between the society and state authorities. This is to 
say that state authorities must be responsive and sensi-
tive to any societal demands within the concept of the 
so-called “Hearing State”, which the President Tokayev 
wants Kazakhstan to be.
When it comes to ease of doing business, Kazakhstan 
ranks 25th in the world out of 180 countries, which is 
a clear manifestation of business friendly policies of 
the government and the vision with which President 
Tokoyev has been leading the country. The President 
strongly believes in political modernization. Kazakh-
stan is an ardent advocate of its gradual political mod-
ernization, which is about extension of the area of 
political liberalization in our society with the utmost 

goal of making citizens fully responsible for the coun-
try and its future.  Our president has made it clear that 
there is no economic development without the political 
modernisation and he is trying to undertake a number 
of measures in this regard. establishment of national 
council on public trust is one such step. The main goal 
of these institutions would be to establish a direct com-
munication between the government and civil society. 
He has invited prominent figures from all walks of life 
including NGOs, civil society, and human rights activ-
ists to be part of this institution. 
likewise, Kazakhstan has introduced a number of 
amendments in its laws whereby the threshold for es-
tablishing political parties has been reduced to 4 per-
cent from 7 per cent which means more and more par-
ties can become part of the parliament. If a political 
party wants to have representation in the parliament it 
has to allocate 30 per cent quota for women and young 
people. These measures would ostensibly change the 
political culture of Kazakhstan in favour of especially 
the youth and women. moreover, previously, anybody 
wishing to take out a rally was required to seek prior 
approval from the authorities but the incumbent govt 
has done away with this obligation and now anybody 
can do it after informing the local authorities.  

Independence Day of 
Kazakhstan celebrated
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road to shusha
We were told the place looks like Murree but it was ostensibly much more 

attractive and seductive, especially for those who happen to be ardent 
admirers of nature and scenic beauty. true, beauty lies in the eyes of 
beholder, but shusha by all means in itself is an epitome of beauty

ansar M Bhatti
 

ShuSha, also called Susa, 
is well known for its cul-
tural as well as tourist at-

tractions. It used to serve as the 
most-sought-after tourist resort 

even in the Soviet era. Situated 
at an altitude of 1,400–1,800 
meters (4,600–5,900 ft) in the 
Karabakh Mountains, the city 
has a lot to offer to the visitors. 
Most sources date Shusha's es-
tablishment to the 1750s by 

Panah ali Khan, founder of the 
Karabakh Khanate, coinciding 
with the foundation of the for-
tress of Shusha, attributing this 
to an alliance between Panah 
ali Khan and Shahnazar, the lo-
cal armenian prince. Shusha is 
often considered the cradle of 
azerbaijan's music and poetry, 
and one of the leading centers of 
the azerbaijani culture.
During the first war, the arme-
nian forces occupied the city and 
destroyed most of the infrastruc-

ture, particularly that related to 
azerbaijani culture and heritage. 
after taking over Shusha, the ar-
menians had forced the azerbaija-
ni people to leave the city. a large 
number of armenians from main-
land armenia flocked to the place 
and settled there. So much so that 
armenians even forcibly evicted 
azeri people from their homes. It 
was not less than an ordeal for the 
azeri people to live a life of subju-
gation in their own city but after 
30 years they have finally re-taken 

their home as a result of the 44-
day Patriotic War.
I had heard and read about the sce-
nic beauty and natural grandeur of 
Shusha and when I reached there, 
as part of the Pakistan media del-
egation, I was simply nonplussed 
to witness nature at its best. The 
lush green lofty mountains and 
thick clouds kissing these moun-
tains presented a spell-binding 
panorama. We were told the place 
looks like Murree but it was os-
tensibly much more attractive and 
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seductive, especially for those 
who happen to be ardent admirers 
of nature and scenic beauty. True, 
beauty lies in the eyes of the be-
holder, but Shusha by all means in 
itself is an epitome of beauty.
It took us almost five hours to 
reach our first destination Fuzuli, 
another town which was hit hard 
by the armenian aggression. ar-
menians before leaving the place 
filled it with mines with a view  to 
inflicting losses on the azerbai-
jani forces and people; however 
with the timely and committed 
efforts of azerbaijani armed 
forces and landmines experts, 
the area now has been cleared. 
During the briefing to the me-
dia delegation, a practical dem-
onstration was arranged as to 
how the landmines worked.
Fuzuli International is an airport 
in the city of Fuzuli in azerbaijan. 
It is one of the country's seven in-
ternational airports. The airport 
is built on an airdrome abandoned 
for almost 30 years and surround-
ed by former minefields. It was 
constructed at a cost of 75 mil-
lion manats ($44 million). In the 
late 1980s the town of Fuzuli had 
some 17,000 residents. During 
the First Nagorno-Karabakh War, 
on 24 august 1993, the azerbai-
jani armed Forces were forced to 
withdraw from Fuzuli. Fuzili was 

reduced to a ghost town before its 
fall in the face of continued pres-
sure from the armed forces of the 
Republic of artsakh and of ar-
menia. after witnessing the way 
azerbaijani govt is carrying out 
development work in Fuzuli, one 
can easily say that after one year 
the city will have a new look and a 
lot to offer to the local as well as 
international visitors.
Our next stop was of course the 
fairyland Shusha and all of us were 
excited to reach the place sooner 
rather than later. By the time we 
left Fuzuli the sun had already set 
and dark clouds encircled the en-
tire district. The road leading to 
Shusha was built in a record time. 

The distance from Fuzuli to Shu-
sha is only 63 kilometers and it 
took us an hour to reach our first 
destination in Shusha, which a tra-
ditional restaurant named Qoc.et 
recently inaugurated. Extremely 
tired after a long trip, each one of 
us enjoyed juicy lamb chops, fresh 
grilled chicken along with mouth-
watering kebabs to the full. Tra-
ditional azerbaijani breads and a 
collection of seasonal salads was 
yet another delicacy that made 
our dinner memorable.
as soon as we left the restaurant 
for the boarding and lodging facil-
ity, we could not resist enjoying 
light drizzle and clouds hovering 
right over our heads. It was quite 
a romantic scene and I am sure if 
poets like William Wordsworth, 
William Blake, John Keats or PB 
Shelly were there, they would 
have exhausted their vocabulary 
to describe the scene. When it 
comes to the beauty of the place, I 
think I should stop here and leave 
it to the nature lovers to rush to 
the place and see with their own 
eyes because seeing is believing.
 We were housed in a hostel 
as the only two hotels, which 
were built recently, were full to 
the capacity because the azeri 
President Ilham aliyev was to 
reach the place on November 
8 for Victory Day celebrations. 
his advance party and govt offi-
cials therefore had to be on the 
spot a day earlier. Just to share 

with the readers that the entire 
Karabakh region is still out of 
bounds for the general public 
mainly because of two reasons; 
first, the clearing of minefields 
is still in progress and second, 
the government is rebuilding 
infrastructure destroyed during 
the war. The armenian govt kept 
the region under its control how-
ever it did nothing in terms of 
infrastructure development and 
provision of even basic facilities 
to people living in the area. The 
azerbaijan government there-
fore had to start from scratch.
It was quite an experience of liv-
ing in a hostel, maybe after a span 
of 25 years ever since I left the 
university. The hostel was basi-
cally designed for the military 
personnel deployed in the area 
for maintenance of law and order 
and then taking part in the re-
habilitation process. Each room 
was portioned in three bed rooms 
with a common washroom. In ex-
tremely chilly weather it was quite 
an experience to survive without 
warm water and central heating 
facilities, but the most frustrating 
thing was non-availability of the 
Internet facility in the hostel. So, 

to quench our Internet thirst, we 
have to rush to the nearby hotel, 
which in itself was quite a daunt-
ing task given the fact that tem-
peratures continued to drop with 
each passing minute.
The very next day, on November 
6, 2021, we were taken to the 
Pedir Plain, a place from where 
the azerbaijani Special Forces 
attacked the armenians troops. 
as we were told, the armenian 
military was expecting the azer-

baijani forces to attack from the 
normal land route however the 
azeri forces rather chose an ardu-
ous and quite dangerous course, 
which the armenians never ex-
pected. It was a steep mountain, 
hundreds of meters tall and only 
astute mountaineers could have 
scaled it. But the azeri forces 
did it, which unequivocally shows 
their professionalism and commit-
ment to their cause. When Shusha 
fell, in fact the entire region fell to 
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Pakistan culture center 
in Baku inaugurated

Pakistan cultural centre is offering free urdu classes for the students who want to learn urdu language. 
Guest lectures by the renowned Pakistani academia, panel discussions and debate groups are invited 

by this centre to hold discussions about culture and similarities between the two countries

ansar M Bhatti in Baku / Dna
BaKu: a delegation of Pakistani media 
practitioners visited the Pakistan Cul-
tural Center Baku during its recent visit 
to Baku. The visit was arranged by the 
Embassy of azerbaijan in Pakistan. Pa-
kistan’s ambassador to azerbaijan Bilal 
hayee briefed the delegation about the 
working of the Center.
ambassador Bilal hayee said that the pur-
pose of the establishment of the Cultural 
Center was to promote Pakistani culture 
abroad. Earlier, ambassador Bilal hayee 
also invited the delegation to the Pakistani 
embassy and showed various sections of 
the mission. he also talked about Pakistan, 
azerbaijan relations and shared his vision 
of taking these relations further forward. 
It may be mentioned here that Pakistan 
Cultural Centre (PCC) was formally opened 
at the azerbaijan university of Languages 
(aDu) on July 31, 2021. The centre was in-
augurated by Speaker of National assembly 
of Pakistan Mr asad Qaisar. Several parlia-
mentarians from Pakistan and members 
of Pakistan-azerbaijan joint parliamentary 
groups from Pakistan and azerbaijan were 
also present on the occasion.

The idea of Pakistan Cultural Centre was 
conceived by ambassador Bilal hayee after 
his meeting with the Rector of aDu. Later 
it was implemented with the help of azer-
baijan university of Languages. 
The key objectives of Pakistan Cultural 
Centre include the promotion and projec-
tion of Pakistan’s diverse and rich culture. 
It is also expected that in future, teaching of 
urdu language and Pakistan history would 
commence from the platform of Pakistan 
Cultural Centre. The Center is also geared 
to create awareness among the azerbaijani 
youth about Pakistan’s beautiful landscape, 
ancient heritage, modern urban centers 
and huge economic potential. 
In this centre, a special corner is estab-
lished where the scholarly work of allama 
Muhammad Iqbal is exhibited. Students 
and staff of aDu have shown profound in-
terest in the arts and books on Pakistan. 
around 40-50 people visit the center on 
a daily basis. They are briefed on the rich 
and diverse culture of Pakistan and tour-
ism potential. This centre is the first solid 
platform in Baku to project Pakistan’s cul-
ture, heritage and tourism. This will also 

advance our brotherly relationships with 
azerbaijan to a new high. 
Pakistan Cultural Centre is offering free 
urdu classes for the students who want to 
learn urdu language. Guest lectures by the 
renowned Pakistani academia, panel discus-
sions and debate groups are invited by this 
Centre to hold discussions about culture 
and similarities between the two countries. 
ambassador-hour project is being organised 
in which ambassador personally comes to 
meet with different students, takes their 
questions and brief on different current is-
sues.  PCC also participated in food festivals 
where delicious Pakistani food was exhib-
ited to international audience. 
To boost the youth’s extra-curricular ac-
tivity PCC has announced a prize compe-
tition and an exhibition of paintings on 
the topic of Pakistan-azerbaijan friend-
ship. Students are taking part with great 
enthusiasm in this project.   Pakistan’s 
ambassador and other embassy staff vis-
it the Center occasionally to meet with 
the students and staff as well as holding 
cordial gatherings to enlighten the par-
ticipants about Pakistan’s culture. 

azerbaijan because who controls 
Shusha, controls the region.
From Pedir Plain to Shusha for-
tress it took us just five minutes. 
after a short stroll in Shusha 
streets, we entered the Shusha 
Fort. The Fort is not there how-
ever the remnants certainly tell 
a story of its might and histori-

cal importance. Everybody who 
visits Shusha had a dream to be 
at the Fort Gate. We were lucky 
that our dream came true, albeit 
the majority of the azerbaijani 
people and even the high rank-
ing govt officials have not been 
able to visit the place.
Out of 15,000 sq m area, 10,000 

has been liberated from the ar-
menian occupation while the 
rest of the 5,000 sq m is now 
manned by the Russian peace-
keepers. as per the ceasefire 
agreement, the Russian peace-
keepers shall remain in this area 
for five years. after the war the 
azerbaijani leadership has time 
and again expressed its willing-
ness to co-exist with armenian 
peacefully provided Yerevan acts 
positively towards azerbaijani 
peace overtures. 
Due to my flight the next day, 
I had to rush back to Baku and 
therefore could not visit agdam 
and Ganga, another two cities 
brutally attacked by the arme-
nian forces. Ganga, especially 
is a mainland azerbaijani city 
but even the armenian forces 
attacked the city in order to 
provoke Baku to lose its tem-
per and conduct a reciprocal 
attack on armenia.  hats off 
to the azerbaijani leadership, 
which did not fall prey to the 
booby trap and kept its cool 
throughout the war.
here, the azerbaijan Presiden-
tial office and the Embassy in Is-
lamabad also need appreciation 
for arranging the trip for the Pa-
kistani journalists and thus pro-
viding them with an opportunity 
of having first hand information 
about the conflict and region. 
Within a couple of years, the re-
gion is going to have a complete 
new look and it is expected that 
it will serve as the most-sought 
after tourist destination not only 
for the locals but for the interna-
tional visitors as well.
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Azerbaijan – a tourist hub

T RaVEL and tourism continue to 
be one of the most critical sec-
tors for economic development 

and for sustaining employment globally. 
Tourism and economic development 
of a country are deeply related to one 
another. No country can progress if 
its travel and tourism industry is not 
progressing. azerbaijan has proved to 
be one of the progressive countries. 
azerbaijan tourism has been increased 
immensely during past few years. Tour-
ism will always be promising engine for 
economic development. 

During my recent trip to azerbaijan, I asked the ambassador of Pa-
kistan to azerbaijan Bilal hayee the main reason behind increased 
tourism in azerbaijan during recent years.
he abruptly replied, tourism of any country mainly de-
pends on its perception regarding safety and security in 
the eyes of the outer world. azerbaijan has improved its 
tourism keeping in view the same two factors. The num-
ber of tourists in azerbaijan is much greater than the total 
population of this country. azerbaijan’s main priority hap-
pens to be the safety and security of their tourists. The 
tourists are certain that no unfortunate incident would 
take place with them in azerbaijan.Mr.  ambassador said 
if a person loses his phone and comes back looking for it 
the next day, he would find his phone lying on the same 
place. he appreciated azerbaijani Police efforts in making 
the country a secured place to live and visit.
What makes Azerbaijan a tourism destination?
When we talk about tourism, Baku, the Capital of azerbaijan is 
the first place that strikes our mind .There are multiple reasons to 
visit this place. I recently visited Baku and was greatly touched by 
its grandeur and rich cultural and historical heritage. My memo-
ries of azerbaijan are windy, beautiful and magical. Baku has a lot 
to lure tourists both from within and without the country however 
I would only discuss only a few of the main tourist attractions. 
1) maiden Tower 
It is the 12th century Landmark that is located in the Old City 
in Shirvanshahs’ palace. This Tower is listed in united Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization uNESCO. It 

was azerbaijan’s victory Day when I Visited Maiden Tower. af-
ter liberating illegal territories from armenia 8th Nov Marks 
the victory Day for azerbaijan. 
The tower is home to a museum that displays the narrative of the 
notable development of Baku City. heading to the top of the tower, 
you will get to capture some alluring views of the Baku Boulevard, 
Baku Bay, and Place of Isa Bek hajinski.
2) Heydar Aliyev centre 
It is located in Baku, which was planned by Iraqi British De-
signer named Zahahadid.Thesharp points and bends make this 
comple unique.
The avenue was named after heydaraliyev as he happened to be 
the main secretary of Soviet azerbaijan. This centre has played a 
major role in the past being a place for urbanism.
3) Azerbaijan carpet museum
azerbaijan Carpet Museum is certainly considered one amongthe 
biggest carpet museums withinside theentire world. Visiting this 
place, you'll be to witness a hugevariety of weaving patterns and 
substances from diverse ages. The museum is like home to a hu-
gevariety of pottery and steel works that date back to the 14th 
century in addition to from the Bronze age. 
4) The caspian Sea
Caspian Sea happens to be one of largest inland waterway located 
at the intersection of Europe and asia. Caspian Sea covers 386,400 
square kilometers area. There are multiple hotels and buildings 
that enjoy most iconic sea view throughout the day. It stretches for 
about 12,000 KM from North to south. The Residents of azerbai-
jan takes it as ocean because of it salty water.
5) baku Seaside Park
Baku Seaside Park is a place you would never want to miss in 
azerbaijan. It is also known as National Park, which was built in 
1909.It is basically a pavement that is setup alongside the seafront 
of Baku. National Park is considered as most relaxing place for 
residents as well as tourists visiting azerbaijan.
6) Nizami Street
I used to call Nizami Street “Eye Candy”.  It is a whole street of 
shopping and delicious food. Whatever your heart desires, you 
find it on Nizami Street. The main shopping area starts at Foun-
tain square, and it’s a hotspot of clothes, shoes and jewellery.
While shopping is considered to be the principle activity on Ni-
zami Street, its architecture is also one of the huge attractions 
Draw. Their lights and decoration of Nizami Street also plays 

important role in bringing tourists to step in.The beautiful wind 
of Baku plays additional role in making the street Iconic. Resi-
dents and tourists consider Nizami street a solution to all prob-
lems regarding shopping, eating and relaxation. 
7) Ismailiyya Palace
This is one of the most visited historical places in Baku that’s 
also serves as academy of sciences. It is located in the central 
uptown part of capitol city of azerbaijan- Baku.  The construc-
tion of this building started in 1908 and was completed in 1913, 
after the construction of this palace,conferences , meetings and 
congresses have held within this building’s white stone assembly 
hall.Ismailiyya Palace  is one the major Landmark of Baku.azeri 
people feel very proud of this Palace , they think this palace keeps 
them attached to their past and hope the palace would remain in 
its original shape for their future generations.
What FOOd TO eat in Azerbaijan
It’s been almost a month I have consumed azeri Food, but its taste 
is still fresh in my mouth and memory. I can still smell the en-
riched dishes and quote full ingredients of any azeri dish. azerbai-
jan food is a blend of Turkish and Iranian Cuisine , which is known 
for their abundant use of seasonal vegetable and greens such as 
eggplant, tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, radishes and cabbage 
with a side of meant like chicken, beef  or lamb. Spices and herbs 
are difference makers. Mint coriander, dill, leek, tarragon,thyme, 
green onion and parsley are majorly used in azeri food. 
azerbaijan takes a lot of Pride and hospitality in their food. The 
appetizer and entrée are accompanied by the hot black azeri Tea. 
The Back tea is considered to be the national beverage.
I would love to share my food experience with you and pen down 
few of my favoritedishes.
1) Qutab
Qutab is to azerbaijan what Pizza is to Italians. It is thinly 
rolled dough which is filled with meat, herbs, cheese, onions 
and chest nuts. Its specialty lies in the way it’s cooked. It is 
cooked on a sadj– which is a flat pan made of Iron. It has to 
be rolled evenly before putting in so the falling doesn’t fall off.
2) lavangi
I couldn’t get my hand off Lavangi. Lavangi is azeri’s Favourite 
Snack. Which is a stuffed chicken or fish (whatever you prefer ) 
with walnuts, onions and plumpaste . Lavanga is made in Tandoor, 
the flame of which cooks it from all sides and makes it tender.

3) dushbara
I had Dushbara on way back from Karabagh , they are like Rus-
sian Dumplings which are very tiny in size and stays at the 
bottom of bowl. The size of dushbara makes this dish unique as 
they say a good cook is capable of fitting atleast 12 dushbara 
in spoon. These mini dumpling are then boiled in water and 
served with mint or vinegar infused with Garlic 
4) Kebab: 
If you have ever exited azerbaijan without trying their kebab 
you should go back immediately for those kebabs. They have 
Kebabs in a lot of variety. Some are lamb or beef kebab, others 
with chicken and Fish kebab. Different seasonal vegetables are 
also used in making these kebabs. These kebabs are tender and 
juicy because of how they are made. Their meat is marinated 
before time for few hours, then neatly threaded piece by piece 
on skewer and then cooked.
4) Pakhlava
Pakhlava, also called Baklava, originates in the Middle East. The 
multi-layered sweet pastry stuffed with nuts and flooded with syr-
up makes a scrumptious treat. Locals eat Pakhlava during Novruz, 
the Iranian New Year in March, to celebrate the coming of spring.
5) Azerbaijan jam
Visit an azeri home and you’ll immediately have a cup of tea in front 
of you and see large jars of jam on the table. Local women create the 
jam from various fruits, walnuts and occasionally rose petals.
6) Sherbet
a favourite drink in azerbaijan is sherbet, made from boiled water, 
lemon and sugar. Either try the milk or fruit sherbet, which comes 
with ice, making a refreshing drink.
7) black tea
Black tea deserves a special mention as tea plays an integral part of 
azerbaijan’s culture and traditions. Locals drink it with most meals, fol-
lowing an ancient ritual passed down from one generation to the next.
Why, Azerbaijan ?
Mostly , people do not have mind on azerbaijan while planning 
their vacations , however azerbaijan has restored and recon-
structed itself a lot and has a lot to offer now. azerbaijan is a 
must-visit place for people who want to take long walk through 
history and seaside and do not want a lot of people around. 
azerbaijan is not a crowded country; it gives you your space to 
breathe pure wind and relax your mind. naBYa shahiD
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azerbaijan recognizes Pak 
support during Patriotic War

Deputy foreign Minister of azerbaijan elnur Mammadov says armenian 
military forces carried out unlawfully indiscriminate rocket and missile strikes 

on azerbaijan during the hostilities; praises russian role during the conlfict
ansar M Bhatti in Baku

ISLaMaBaD: Deputy Foreign Minister of 
azerbaijan Elnur Mammadov has said peo-
ple and govt of Pakistan supported whole-
heartedly azerbaijan during the 44 day Pa-
triotic War in which armenian forces were 
defeated thoroughly and azerbaijani areas 
were liberated from the armenian occupa-
tion.  The Dy Foreign Minister expressed 
these views during a talk with the Pakistani 
media people, who called on him on Thurs-
day. The Minister further said Pakistan 
was among the first countries to recognize 
azerbaijan adding both countries share 
each other’s views on various regional as 
well international issues including the is-
sue of Kashmir.  he said we have invited 
Pakistan as well to join us in the recon-
struction and rebuilding of the newly lib-
erated areas. Pakistan’s response towards 
our proposals has been forthcoming.
Mammadov said that during the first Kara-
bakh war in the early 1990s armenia had 
been widely using the practice of taking 
hostages. "The results of the investigations 
indicate that azerbaijani prisoners are be-
ing tortured and are being held in heavy 
conditions.Mammadov said that azerbaijan 
always complies with uN resolutions on 
prisoners, hostages, and missing persons.
he said azerbaijan from the first day of res-
toration of its independence faced arme-
nia's aggression. he noted that as a result 
of the armenian aggression, the practice 
of taking azerbaijani servicemen prisoners 
and hostages was widely used by armenia.
"Despite the end of the conflict, 3,890 azer-
baijanis out of thousands of our compatriots 

taken prisoner and hostage by armenia dur-
ing the conflict are still registered as miss-
ing. During its military aggression against 
azerbaijan, armenia grossly violated many 
norms of international law, including the 
requirements of international humanitarian 
law. Despite the rules of war, civilians were 
captured or, in most cases, killed. he said 
the armenian military had placed thousands 
of mines in the liberated areas and it took us 
considerable time to clear all those mines. 
To a question about the status of the Na-
khchivan autonomous region, the Minister 
made it clear that that Nakchivan is very 
much part of azerbaijan. Regarding Iran’s 
role during the Patriotic War, he said in the 
beginning Iran did not react however after 

a while it came in support of azerbaijan.
he also talked about Khojaly massacre 
saying armenia committed the Khojaly 
genocide in February 1992, killing hun-
dreds of civilians, including 106 women 
and 63 children ... 1,275 azerbaijanis 
were taken hostage, 150 of them are still 
missing."On the night of Feb 25-26, 1992, 
armenian forces massacred ethnic azer-
baijanis in Khojaly, a small town in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region of azerbaijan. 
During the two-hour armenian offensive, 
613 azerbaijanis were killed and 487 oth-
ers critically injured, according to azer-
baijani record. Eight families were com-
pletely wiped out, while 130 children lost 
one parent and 25 children lost both. 

Pakistan’s engage Africa policy

fatchima elise Paraiso

 “The promotion of relations 
with countries in Africa will be 

the new focus of Pakistan’s 
foreign policy operations… 

Pakistan need to have a robust 
engagement with Africa” 

Imran Khan

I N November 2019, Paki-
stan, under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Imran 

Khan and Foreign Minister 
Qureshi, launched a bold poli-
cy known as “Engage africa”, 
aimed at catching up on the ef-
forts of emerging powers to be 
part of the accelerated devel-
opment of africa. 
The continent, often now called 
the “continent of the future”, is 
indeed experiencing rapid growth 
(certain countries such as Ivory 
Coast and Rwanda reaching world 
records) and its immense resourc-
es, including those of rare miner-
als, are at last connected thanks 
to the rapid development of infra-
structures. Populations of the 54 
africans countries are young and 
vigorous, are rapidly urbanizing 
and cities like abidjan, abuja, La-
gos, Nairobi, Kigali, are shaping 
up to be among 21st century lead-
ing metropolises. 
as proof of its determination 
to apply this commitment, Pa-
kistan convened an economic 
forum in January 2020 which 
brought together two hundred 
participants in Nairobi from 
various countries of the conti-
nent. and despite the arrival of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Paki-
stan has opened six new embas-
sies in africa, and scored points 
in several strategic countries: 
among these i) Nigeria, now 
africa's first economic power, 

surpassing South africa – ii) 
Kenya, where there has been 
an active South asian diaspora 
since the British colonization – 
iii) Niger, an influential country 
in West africa and the OIC. 
Pakistan has strengths and weak-
nesses in its african policy. 
Among the strengths, at least 
two should be noted:
1)   The long-standing presence of 
the Pakistani army as a major con-
tributor to united Nations peace 
operations in africa, in Congo 
DRC in particular. The good repu-
tation of the Pakistani army was 
also illustrated in the naval calls of 
the most modern Pakistani ships 
in Lagos (Nigeria) in Decem-
ber 2019 (PNS "aslat" and PNS 
"Moawin").
2)   The CPEC: The large Sino-Pa-
kistani project and its port outlet 
of Gwadar has an obvious corre-
spondence with the major ports of 
East africa and the rapidly grow-
ing african exports to China. 
Symmetrically among the 
weaknesses, two should be 
noted:
1)   a certain timidity of Pakistani 
investors in africa, who fear not 
having an immediate return on 
their investment, and do not know 
the characteristics and difficulties 
of the african market, 
2)  Insufficient numbers of diplo-
mats and business people trained 
in languages spoken in africa, ex-
cept of course English. But while 

English is spoken well in one half 
of africa, in the other half, French 
dominates. There are also other 
widely spoken languages to be 
reckoned with, in particular Por-
tuguese, Swahili and hausa. 
It is worth recalling on this subject 
the words of Imran Khan during 
the aforementioned conference 
"Engage africa": "I regret that ties 
with african countries did not get 
priority in Pakistan's external re-
lations in the past because of lack 
of innovation and creativity" (…) 
“Pakistan now needed to concen-
trate on africa, just see what are 
doing Turkey and China…”.
Pakistan can overcome these 
weaknesses by: 
1)   Creating an "africa" chain 
among its diplomats, universities, 
chambers of commerce, which 
will produce the future specialists 
Islamabad needs to outperform 
its competitors on “the continent 
of the future”, including India, 
2)   Multiplying scholarships in 
Pakistan for young africans, then 
relying on these students trained 
in Pakistani universities to devel-
op trade and cultural relations. 
It is with this in mind that I am 
starting today a bi-monthly col-
umn in "Islamabad Post", which 
I hope will feed into Imran 
Khan's vision laid out in Novem-
ber 2019. 

Fatchima elise Paraiso  is the
ceO "engage Africa Organization" 

engageafricaea@gmail.com
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Pak Military  academies  
one of the best

Mahmoud Hassan

Egyptian Defence Attache talks to Centreline
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ansar M Bhatti

ISLaMaBaD:  The Defence attache 
of Egypt in Pakistan Col. Mahmoud 
hassan has said relations between 
Egypt and Pakistan continued to 
grow even during the pandemic 
adding both countries can further 
cooperate with each other in various 
fields. Col Mahmoud expressed these 
views during an interview with Daily 
Islamabad POST and Centreline. 
here is the text of his interview.
Defence attache of Egypt’s Role in 
Pakistan Egyptian defence attache 
works on developing bilateral ties be-
tween Egypt and Pakistan in the mili-
tary and defence fields, exchanging 
visits of military delegations between 
both country and coordinating the 
implementation of joint exercises.
Pakistan and Egypt enjoy good politi-
cal, military bilateral relations. how 
do you plan to further deepen/ en-
hance bilateral military relations? 
Despite the difficulties that many 
countries are facing as a result of 

the pendamic crisis of Coronavirus, 
this did not affect the development 
of ties between the two countries 
. as, the insistence on conductiong 
the Egyptian-Pakistani joint exercise 
(Sky Guard-1) on June 2021 and the 
participation of the Pakistani armed 
forces in the joint exercise (Bright 
Star 2021) is one of the most impor-
tant successes in deepening military 
bilateral ties and more in the future.
Military attaches in Islamabad have 
an service attaches association, to 
which you are also a member.  Please 
tell us how such kind of associations 
can be helpful in strengthening rela-
tions with the host country? 
(COSa) is the corps of service at-
taches which represents the win-
dow through which communication 
between all defense attaches and it 
facilitates their mission and develop 
links with the country of accredita-
tion. Mainly, it is being planned to 
conduct many activities and visits 
that allows service attaches to wit-
ness many directions and identify 
the available capabilities that may be 

useful for increasing aspects of col-
laboration with Pakistan .
Do the Egyptian military officials get  
training in Pakistani academies? 
academic education is one of the 
most important means that con-
tributes to preparing officers in the 
military, and the Pakistani military 
academies are among the most im-
portant institutions that provide dis-
tinguished training and qualifications 
for officers. It is worth mentioning 
that I had the opportunity to be one 
of those trainees in the Pakistani 
military academies, which greatly 
contributed to my career.
I would like to point out that the 
Egyptian armed Forces celebrate 
this month the 48th anniversary of 
the glorious October victories, which 
arouse pride in the hearts of Egyp-
tians and revive hope for the future. 
The Egyptians proved on the sixth of 
October that their determination was 
unrelenting and that victory was the 
result of the steadfastness of Egyp-
tian people and the insistence of its 
army on restorat of dignity.

exclusive
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asad’s Chopin music show 
leaves audience spell-bound
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Ambassador of Poland Maciej Pesarski and the Defence Attache 
Bogdan Obuchowski arranged the music performance to 

celebrate the National Day and the Armed Forces Day of Poland
Ansar m bhatti

ISLaMaBaD: When music maestro 
asad anees played the national an-
thems of Pakistan and Poland on the 
piano, the audience could not resist 
spontaneous applause. This was proba-
bly the first event since the Corona ban 
was over, which was a well attended 
show. asad anees’ piano performance 
won the hearts of not only foreigners 
but also Pakistanis present on the oc-
casion. The performance ostensibly re-
laxed the knee-jerk atmosphere caused 
by the Corona pandemic.
The ambassador of Poland Maciej 
Pesarski and the Defence attache Bog-
dan Obuchowski arranged the music 
performance to celebrate the Nation-
al Day and the armed Forces Day of 
Poland rather in a different way. am-
bassador Maciej in his brief remarks 
on the occasion welcomed the guests 
besides giving a brief description of 
what the Chopin music was. additional 
Secretary Ministry of Foreign affairs 
Dr. Tariq was the chief guest, while 
members of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Members of Parliament, and military 
personnel attended the reception. 
The ambassador said Polish and Pa-
kistani relations are very strong. We 
are good partners and close friends 
working together to bring about more 
peace and stability. There exists huge 
potential between the two countries 
and I look forward to tapping this po-
tential.  The ambassador highlighted 
the salient features of defence cooper-
ation between the two countries add-
ing just after the Second World War 
a group of Polish pilots helped Paki-
stani people in their efforts to build 
a new Pakistani state, especially men-
tioning the name  of air Commodore 
Władysław Józef Marian Turowicz who 
opted to live in Pakistan’. 
It may be mentioned here that Turow-
icz was the administrator of Pakistan’s 

Space and upper atmosphere Re-
search Commission (SuPaRCO) from 
1967 to 1970. he was one of forty five 
Polish officers and airmen who joined 
RPaF on contract in the early fifties. 
after completion of his initial contract, 
Turowicz opted to stay on in Pakistan 
and continued to serve in PaF and 
later, SuPaRCO. Turowicz made sig-
nificant contributions to Pakistan’s 
missile/rocket program as a chief aero-
nautical engineer. In Pakistan, he re-
mains highly respected as a scientist 
and noted aeronautical engineer.
The Chopin competition is the most 
important musical event in Poland 
and one of the most important musi-
cal events in the world. apart from 
its huge role in popularizing Chopin’s 
music, it discovers the greatest pianis-
tic talents, providing young musicians 
with the most effective start in their 
international career. 
Maestro asad anees started learning 
piano at the age of 6, with his father 
being his first mentor. he made his 
debut at the age of 12 and has thereaf-

ter given many piano recitals in differ-
ent cities of Pakistan as well as in the 
uaE and uSa. Foremost among them 
stands his performance in Carnegie 
hall, New York City. asad had taken 
part in the Faiz International Festival 
every year since 2013 and has made it 
to the final stage of the Crane Interna-
tional Piano competition held in State 
university of New York. he success-
fully cleared his aTCI, piano exam of 
Trinity College London in 2017.
Fryderyk Franciszek Chopin happens 
to be the founder of the snore of mu-
sic. he was a Polish composer and vir-
tuoso pianist of the romantic period 
who wrote primarily for solo piano. 
his piano writing was technically de-
manding and expanded the limits of 
the instrument, his own performances 
noted for their nuance and sensitivity.
additional Secretary Dr. Tariq rightly 
mentioned that famous Pakistani poet 
Faiz ahmed Faiz had also mentioned 
Chopin in his works, which is a clear 
testimony of Pakistani legendary poets’ 
great interest in this sort of music.

islaMaBaD: Maestro asad anees exhibiting his piano 
skills at the Polish residence. – Dna

AMBASSADOR OF AZERBAIJAN CALLS ON AIR CHIEF

staff report
ISLaMaBaD:  ambassador of azerbaijan h.E. Mr. Khazar 
Farhadov called on air Chief Marshal Zaheer ahmed Baber Sidhu, 
Chief of the air Staff, Pakistan air Force in his office today.  During 
the meeting, both the dignitaries discussed matters of professional 
and mutual interest. h.E. Mr. Khazar Farhadov commended the 
professionalism of PaF and acknowledged its rising indigenous 

capacity in aviation industry. The air Chief said that Pakistan 
and azerbaijan had longstanding religious, cultural and historical 
bonds which were manifested through strong ties between the 
air Forces of two countries. The air Chief highlighted that both 
the countries enjoy cordial relations and reiterated his resolve to 
further enhance the existing bilateral cooperation between the 
two brotherly countries.
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Indonesian Women Association organizes 
Batik Fashion Show in Islamabad

Dna
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ISLaMaBaD: The spouse of the Indone-
sian ambassador Mrs. Irina Tugiohosted 
Wastra Indonesia featuring Fashion Show 
to Celebrate the Value of Cultural herit-
age and Diversity during the coffee morn-
ing at the Indonesian Embassyon No-
vember 18, 2021.  The event showcased 
batik and weaving products to the invited 
guests most of whom were wives of heads 
of foreign representatives, international 
organizations and the President of Paki-
stan Foreign Office Women’s association 
(PFOWa),Ms. MehwishSohail who is also 
the wife of the Foreign Secretary of the 
Ministry of Foreign affairs of Pakistan.
Mrs. IrinaTugio welcomed the guest 
at the Indonesian Embassy. She intro-
duced the concept of Wastra Indonesia 
to the guest.MrsIrianaTugio highlighted 
the importance ofWastraas it is a spe-
cial product because the majority of its 
makers are women who work as Small 
and Medium Enterprises. She said the 
Wastra is also an ancestral heritage that 
is an Indonesian cultural asset and has a 
vital social role in various parts of Indo-

nesia because each Wastra has its own 
uniqueness and story.
Coffee Morning brought the guests an op-
portunity to understand and get the expo-
sure of Indonesia’s diverse culture and its 
philosophical, and historical values through 
its most famous Indonesian textile which is 
called “Batik”.Batik has been recognized 
by uNESCO as a world cultural heritage. 
The exhibition also featured a mesmeriz-
ing fashion show and the models displaying 
wide range of batik dresses drew great ap-
plause from the audience considering that 
the models were the wives of the ambas-
sadors who enthusiastically participated 
in exhibiting batik on the ramp and in 
many cases exhibited their own collection 
of batik. The wives of the ambassadors 
who performed as models at the fashion 
show included Madam Zhannaassanova 
from Kazakhstan, Madam Irena (Czech), 
Madam Reema (Bangladesh), Madam hen-
riette (Netherlands), Madam PornratKra-
chaiwong (Thailand) besides Indonesian 
models, Miyra Mathilda and Yanti Budi. 
The participants appreciated the host Mrs. 

IrianaTugio for her great effort in promot-
ing cultural ties and giving them an oppor-
tunity to be a part of the beautiful cultural 
event, which is truly enjoyable and learn-
ing experience for them.The performance 
activities were also continued with the 
promotion of Indonesian culinary offerings 
Indonesian delicacies such as satay, meat-
balls, peanut crackers, traditional snacks, 
cakes among others. This exciting and live-
ly fashion show which involved the wives 
of the ambassadors was the first of its kind 
in the capital.  The wife of the Czech am-
bassador Ms. Irena said, “This is the first 
time we have this kind of fashion show I 
have attended and we should arrange such 
events on regularly basis.” “all is so beauti-
ful,” said Ms. Rema, the wife of the Bangla-
desh ambassador when observing clothes 
at the fashion show. “I would love to buy 
these clothes,” she added. The event was 
concluded with a note of thanks and Mrs. 
IrianaTugio extended herheartfelt grati-
tude to the honorable guests who attended 
the event and invited them to visit the won-
derful asia- Indonesia. 

People Praise Hungarian Embassy Good will Gesture 

hungarian embassy distributes food stuff among the needy people
Staff report

ISlAmAbAd: The people living in the 
slum area of Sector H 9 have praised 
the goodwill gesture of the Hungarian 
embassy in Islamabad for taking care 
of their needs. The Hungarian Am-
bassador bela Fazekas along with his 
staff visited the area and distributed 
food stuff among the needy people.
The ambassador and the embassy 
staff remained with them for quite 
some time and exchanged views with 
them besides getting first hand infor-
mation about their issues. The am-
bassador assured to continue such 
efforts even in the coming days.
The people present on the occasion 
told this correspondent that they were 
greatly touched by the kind attention 
and support extended to them by 
the Hungarian embassy. They hoped 
that other philanthropists would also 
come forward following the example 
set by the Hungarian embassy.
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Shah Mahmood Qureshi

Historic and cultural ties 
between Pakistan, Spain 
predate the establishment 
of formal relations

Mr. José Manuel albares, 
spanish Minister of foreign 

affairs also addressed 
the gathering through his 

video message. he termed 
his recent visit to Pakistan 

very productive and said 
he was looking forward to 

host foreign Minister shah 
Mahmood Qureshi in spain
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Stronger Japan-Pakistan ties 
my priority: WADA Mitsuhiro

Newly-arrived Japanese ambassador says next year marks the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations; Our embassy 

going to be easily accessible and user-friendly embassy as possible

ISLaMaBaD: Newly arrived ambassador of Ja-
pan to Pakistan WaDa Mitsuhiro, has said it was 
his pleasure to contribute to the development of 
Japan-Pakistan relations especially at this very 
important time and to work in this wonderful 
country which has a rich history, culture and 
also very warm-hearted people. In his message 
published on the Embassy social media pages, 
ambassador WaDa said, next year marks the 
70th anniversary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between Japan and Pakistan 
since our cordial relationship began in 1952. 
‘On this remarkable opportunity, I will sincerely 
pursue my duties to further develop the exist-
ing friendly relationships in various fields such 
as politics, economy, culture, and defence co-
operation. Your kind support will be much 
appreciated’. The ambassador added, 
he would like to revisit what they had 
accomplished in the past as long-time 
true friends and trusted partners. 
Development cooperation between 
the two countries had started back in 
1954 and to date, Japan has been the 
second largest donor for Pakistan on a 
cumulative basis after the united States. 
We are committed to provide support 
to Pakistan for its socio-economic 
development and the effect of 
utilizing Japan's strengths 
toward the development 
of Pakistan and the region 
will continue, he said.
While talking about the 
business cooperation the 
ambassador said, it was 
also a very important 
area for further devel-
opment. In 2020, the 

amount of export of some Pakistani products in-
cluding fresh mangoes, dates, salt and shrimps to 
Japan stood at a record high. Moreover, Japanese 
companies located in Pakistan have established 
long-standing business relations with Pakistan 
and contributed to Pakistani economic develop-
ment through large amounts of investment and 
employment. Exchange of people in various 
fields has also promoted our relationship. unfor-
tunately, the movement of people and economic 
activities have been restricted to a great extent in 
recent years due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
‘I, nevertheless, continue to devote myself to 
enhance people-to-people exchange by utiliz-
ing all possible means, including online. here, 
a special notice should be made to the Paki-

stani athletes who competed at their best 
in the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic 

Games even during the COVID-19 situ-
ation in the summer of 2021’. he said 
his  motto was as easily accessible 
and user-friendly embassy as possi-
ble. ‘all our staff members, while lis-
tening to your feedback, will continue 

to make efforts in this regard.  Our 
door is always open to any suggestions 

or requests you may have for us’.
‘as ambassador, I will work 

hard to further cordial Ja-
pan and Pakistan relation-
ships. Let’s invite you to 
make joint efforts for fur-
ther strengthening the 
stable, vibrant and pros-
perous Japan-Pakistan 
relations. I appreciate 
your support and coop-
eration’, ambassador 
WaDa concluded.

a.M.Bhatti / Dna

ansar M Bhatti
ISLaMaBaD: To commemorate the 70th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations (1951-2021) between Pakistan and Spain, an event was 
held at the Pakistan Monument. Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi highlighted the milestones of the bilateral relations over 
the last 7 decades. underlining the linkages between Pakistan and 
Spain, Foreign Minister Qureshi stated that the historic and cul-
tural ties between the two countries predate the establishment of 
formal relations. The Foreign Minister also highlighted the visit of 
Pakistan’s national poet, Dr. allama Muhammad Iqbal, to Spain in 
1933, and the poet’s admiration and respect for Spanish culture 
and its people which is seen in Iqbal’sliterary works.
The Foreign Minister underscored the importance of public diplo-
macy, cultural exchanges and fostering people-to-people contacts 
for enhanced engagement between the two countries. he expressed 
satisfaction at the growing trajectory of relations between the two 
countries.  Recalling his visit to Spain in 2010 and the recent visit 
of the Spanish Foreign Minister, the Foreign Minister stated that 
bilateral relations have further deepened over the years in the form 
of increasing mutual trade and high-level exchanges. The Foreign 
Minister added that Pakistani Diaspora of around 125,000 is a 
strong bridge between the two countries. 
among others, the event showcased photographicexhibition and 
included singing of national anthems of Pakistan and Spain as well 
as their respective cultural and musical performances. a special 
stamp with images of Badshahi and Cordoba Mosque will also be is-
sued to commemorate the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations. 
The event titled “70 Years” was jointly organized by the Embassy 
of Spain and Ministry of Foreign affairs. Pakistan-Spain cordial ties 
are underpinned by commonality of views on matters of regional 
and global importance. ambassador of Spain Manuel Duran has said 
Spain and Pakistan enjoy excellent relations adding cultural relations 
being given new dimensions. he expressed these views while speak-
ing on the occasion of a function arranged to celebrate 70 years of 
Pak-Spain friendship.  Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi was 
the chief guest.  Guests enjoyed live Flamenco and Pakistani music. 
a photo exhibition was also arranged on the occasion. Mr. José Ma-
nuel albares, Spanish Minister of Foreign affairs also addressed the 
gathering through his video message. he termed his recent visit to 
Pakistan very productive and said he was looking forward to host 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi in Spain. ambassador Du-
ran further said Spanish foreign minister’s recent visit to Pakistan 
further cemented relations between the two countries.
he said, Spain was one of the first countries to recognize the inde-
pendent state of Pakistan and in 1951 we opened our Embassy in 
Karachi, which later was moved to Islamabad. This special cultural 
event in fact marks the  70th anniversary or our bilateral relations. 
Spain and Pakistan enjoy excellent bilateral diplomatic relations. 
another example of that is the recent visit on September 10th to 
Islamabad of Mr. José Manuel albares, Spanish Minister of Foreign 
affairs. Minister albares had fruitful exchanges with the Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, the Chief of army Staff, General Bajwa and 
his homologue, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi. ambas-
sador Duran said both Spain and Pakistan share views on environ-
mental issues as well adding both countries wish to join hands to 
overcome environmental degradation. he said both countries enjoy 
excellent bilateral and multilateral relations, which have helped us 
especially improve and strengthen people to people contacts.
The guests were served with exquisite Spanish delicacy called 
Paella. Paella looks like Pakistan Pulao or Biryani however it 
contains different ingredients. Taste too is different from these 
two Pakistani delicacies but when it comes to deliciousness, all 
appear to be at par. The guests who attended the event greatly 
admired the selection of the venue and music. The Spanish art-
ists superficially put up mesmerizing performances and thus 
received fulsome applause from the audiences.   



30 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE 31 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE

Commemoration of 100th 
anniversary of Iraqi State

ambassador of iraq hamid abbas lafta says, due to the recklessness and 
tyranny of the dictatorial regime that controlled iraq from 1968 to 2003, 
the wars and the siege that was imposed on the people, followed by the 

occupation and terrorism of al-Qaeda and isis and the former dictatorial 
regime made against the neighboring islamic republic of iran

centreline report / Dna

ISLaMaBaD:  ambassador of Iraq to Pakistan hamid abbas 
Lafta has said we are celebrating the centenary of the founding 
of the Iraqi State. On 23rd august, 1921, the world welcomed 
Iraq as a country with its geographical, international entity. 
During the nineteenth century, Iraq did not stop its cultural, eco-
nomic and political movement and its role in the region and the 
world, especially after the sufferings of world wars by the inter-
national community. It was a destination for arabs and Muslims 
to seek worldly and religious knowledge, Iraq was the League 
of arab States, the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and 
many regional and international organizations. The ambassador 
expressed these views during a reception he hosted to commem-
orate the 100th anniversary of the Establishment of the Iraqi 
State. a large number of diplomats, members of civil society 
and govt officials attended the reception. Federal Minister for 
Religious affairs Noorul haq Qadri was the chief guest.
In May 1920, the Twentieth Revolution erupted after the disap-
pointment of Iraqi Natives at Britain’s failure to fulfill the prom-
ises for an independent state. This led a peaceful march that 
started from the city of al-Rumaitha in southern Iraq to demand 
the formation of an arab government affiliated to a national 
council elected by the people. Later on it turned into armed 
confrontations with the occupied forces that included all Iraqis.
The Twentieth Revolution was an important turning point in the 
modern history of Iraq in which all the meanings of heroism and 
sacrifice were embodied. It was a real start in gaining freedom 
and independence from the British occupation and an explicit 
rejection of foreign domination and control over the country; 
as a result a constituent assembly was formed headed by the 
Prime Minister of the transitional government at the time. The 
Naqib al ashraaf of Baghdad, abdul Rahman al-Naqeeb, who 
performed many tasks, most notably the election of a king to 
the throne of Iraq, the formation of Iraqi ministries, institutions, 
departments to perform governmental tasks. That continued 
until Prince Faisal bin al hussein was elected King of Iraq on 
23rdaugust, 1921. The monarchy in Iraq lasted for nearly 37 
years, during which three kings succeeded in ruling until 1958. 
It ended and the government transitioned into a republican type 
of government. Iraq was one of the first countries that managed 
to get rid of the British Mandate and gained full independence. 
according to a resolution of the League Council that was simi-
lar to the current uN Security Council, which represented the 
international legislative authority at that time, issued on 3rd au-
gust 1932. It also included the recognition of Iraq as the 57th 
state country of the world and a new member of the League of 
Nations. Iraq was also able to obtain status of the state accord-
ing to international law on 3rd October, 1932.

as you know, due to the recklessness and tyranny of the dicta-
torial regime that controlled Iraq from 1968 to 2003, the wars 
and the siege that was imposed on the people, followed by the 
occupation and terrorism of al-Qaeda and ISIS and the former 
dictatorial regime made against the neighboring Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, and against the sister State of Kuwait, The country 
and the people of Iraq were subjected to difficult, compelling 
and destructive conditions.  Iraq has defended, sacrificed blood 
and wealth not only for its land, sovereignty and dignity, but 
also fought ISIS and defended human dignity everywhere for 
the security and stability of the world and the region. Terror-
ism did not only target Iraq butas a matter of fact, it targeted 
all countries and capitals of the world. Iraq has become and 
still is a starting point for regional and international coopera-
tion to combat terrorism, takfiri and extremist ideology. It is a 
platform for information exchange, cooperation, security and 
coordination against terrorist ideology and extremism.

he added, the remembrance of this occasion represents 
the culmination of the efforts of Iraqis and their continu-
ous quest to form their identity that brings together the dif-
ferent spectrums of the Iraqi people, and the efforts made 
over the past hundred years to build their free, independent, 
democratic and pluralistic state in which all Iraqis can live 
united by a written constitution. It was a time when Iraq 
held its legislative elections, which represent its inclination 
to achieve freedom and democracy.
ambassador Lafta said let us declare war on pests that 
threaten human health, let us declare war on poverty and 
corruption, and let us declare war on erosion factors that 
threaten our climate and existence. We strongly value our 
growing relations with the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and 
opening up horizons for cooperation in cultural and military 
fields, as well as its efforts to play an effective role in ex-
tending regional security and stability.
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Armed Forces Day of 
Bangladesh celebrated
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Romanian national Day 
celebrated in style

ambassador of romania nicolae Goia says in the fierce battle with the pervert virus we have 
lost so many precious lives and there is so much pain and sufferings that we need solidar-

ity more than ever before to win this absurd and illogical war and to have our lives back

ansar M Bhatti
ISLaMaBaD: ambassador of Romania 
Nicolae Goia has said Pakistan represents 
an important partner for Romania in the 
South asian region.  We acknowledge Pa-
kistan’s efforts in fighting terrorism, mili-
tancy and radical extremism and hope that 
these endeavours will continue to be an im-
portant part of international war on terror.
ambassador Goia expressed these views 
while speaking on the occasion of National 
Day of Romania. Governor KPK Shah Far-
man was the chief guest on the occasion 
while a large number of guests from vari-
ous walks of life were invited to be part of 
the National Day celebrations.
ambassador Goia further said, in spite of 
these challenges, which obviously affected 
the advancement of many economic pro-

jects, we welcome the positive dynamics 
of the Pakistani economy, which are wit-
nessing despite the obstacle created by the 
pandemic situation, a steady and robust 
economic growth, as well the opportunities 
created for the foreign companies interest-
ed in doing business in Pakistan. 
‘We are eager to work with our Pakistani 
friends and partners for taking forward 
the bilateral agenda, as well as the coop-
eration within the Eu-Pakistan framework 
and in multilateral formats, especially in 
the uN. I warmly welcome the spirit of 
Romania-Pakistan relations, character-
ized by friendship and collaboration and 
the new dynamism witnessed in the re-
cent years with a result driven political 
dialogue reflecting a clear desire of both 
states for developing a pragmatic relation-
ship in fields of mutual interests’.

The ambassador said, we are living in a 
complicated period of mankind history, 
over the past two years the challenges 
the world is facing having multiplied 
many folds particularly by the Covid 19. 
In the fierce battle with the pervert virus 
we have lost so many precious lives and 
there is so much pain and sufferings that 
we need solidarity more than ever before 
to win this absurd and illogical war and to 
have our lives back.
The 1st of December 1918 represented the 
main event in the history of modern Roma-
nia, when the great assembly in alba-Iulia 
voted to unite Transylvania with Romania 
thus creating a unitary state. Building on a 
100-year history, December 1st was adopt-
ed as Romania’s National Day in 1990, but 
had grown into a meaningful celebration 
for Greater Romania since 1918.
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Fawad traces historical, religious 
linkages in Pak-Thai relations

aB Khan

ChaKKRID Krachaiwong, 
ambassador of Thailand in 
Islamabad acted wisely by 

celebrating, the National Day of 
Thailand falling on 5th December, 
birthday anniversary of King 
Bhumibol adulyadej the Great 
and Thailand’s Father’s Day allon 
the same day and invited  a very 
limited number of guests at his 
residence adjacent to the newly 
constructed Royal Thai Embassy. 
as guests arrived at the venue, 
they were swayed away by the 
architecture and the décor of the 
building which was illuminated 
with colorful lights marking 
Thailand-Pakistan 70 years of 
diplomatic relations.Bright colors, 
rich ornamentation, multi-tiered 
roofs immediately connected the 
guest to the magnificent palaces of 
Thailand. The ambassador along 
with his diplomatic colleagues 

greeted each and every guest 
clapping the hands together and 
saying “sawadee- kah”.
The ambassador in his welcoming 
speech, took the audience 60 years 
back when his Royal highness 
visited Pakistan and planted a 
mango tree in Lahore which has 
bore many delicious mangoes 
over the followingdecades.The 
current serving King of Thailand 
too had visited Pakistan three 
times as in the capacity of Crown 
Prince and it was the serving 
king who had laid the foundation 
of the Thai embassy in Islamabad 
in 2012 which not only is one 
of the largest butalso the most 
beautiful Thai embassies located 
all over the world, he informed. 
The ambassador said many of his 
colleagues at the foreign ministry 
in Bangkok became very envious 
of him when he informed them on 
his posting to Islamabad. In his 
address he also emphasized the 
importance of bilateralrelations 
andcontinuously increasing 

trade volume between the two 
countries. It is not the beaches 
of Thailand or the majestic 
mountains of Pakistan that has 
tied this bond of friendship 
between the two countries but 
people to people relations played 
the most important role, said the 
ambassador very proudly. Due 
to the religious Buddha sites 
in Taxila, Pakistan is a second 
home many Thai citizens making 
their pilgrims round the year 
and for the Pakistanis, beaches 
of Thailand play an important 
role as tourist destination? The 
government of Thailand is also 
planning a big monument at Taxila 
very soon and it will be a great 
addition to the Buddhist site”, he 
ended his speech with the quote 
of Quaid-a-azam saying that Mr. 
Muhammad ali Jinnah once said 
that with faith discipline and 
unity there is nothing worthwhile 
that can’t be achieved .so let’s 
follow his example and achieve 
the unachievable. 

information Minister says many Pakistani taking active part in thai politics; 
ambassador of thailand chakkrid Krachaiwong took the audience 60 years 

back when his royal highness visited Pak and planted a mango tree in lahore

Vintage cars 
show held at 
Islamabad 
Serena Hotel 
attracts 
huge interest
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Foreign missions take huge 
interest in PFOW bazaar 

Special correspondent
ISLaMaBaD: The Pakistan For-
eign Office Women’s association 
(PFOWa) held its annual charity 
bazaar on Saturday, providing dip-
lomats a platform to raise funds 
for the underprivileged divisions 
of their community.  The event was 
inaugurated by the First Lady Mrs. 
Saminaalvi, spouse of the President 
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
who was the Chief Guest on the oc-
casion. The First Lady addressed in 
her remarks that caring and helping 
others made better human beings, 
she appreciated and encouraged 
the joint efforts of the diplomatic 
corps for a noble cause. The First 
Lady, Mrs. Samina alvi also visited 

the Indonesian Stall and admired 
the beautiful and rich culture of In-
donesia. Through this Bazaar, bet-
ter perception and understanding 
of the Indonesian culture had been 
significantly enhanced.
In the Indonesian Stall, where tra-
ditional arts, famous Batik dresses, 
bags, artificial jewelry, felt crafts, 
as well as traditional dishes of In-
donesian cuisine, were presented 
which fascinated a large number of 
visitors. The guests were attracted 
by the culture, traditions, and cus-
toms of the Indonesian people and 
were happy to try the national dish-
es. Indonesian stall attracted five 
local TV stations and interviewed 
ambassador Tugio and Madame. 
More than 30 countries partici-

pated in the annual charity bazaar, 
which includes Indonesia, Thailand, 
Srilanka, Maldives, Nepal, Turkey, 
azerbaijan, Palestine, Iran, united 
arab Emirates, Bangladesh, China, 
Qatar, ukraine, Yemen, Saudi ara-
bia, and many other countries. 
The children of diplomatic staffers 
were dressed in traditional outfits 
took the stage in a Parade of the 
Nations and presented tableaus 
while waving national flags of their 
countries. The children from Indo-
nesia also performed The Sojojo 
dance, which is a traditional dance 
that originated from the Papua re-
gion. The dancers used traditional 
costumes made of roots and leaves. 
The synchronous movement made 
this dance exciting to watch.

The Indonesian, Palestine and other embassies Joins PFOW Charity Bazaar; 
the First Lady, Mrs. Samina Alvi also visited the Indonesian and other 
stalls and admired the beautiful and rich culture of respective countries
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The President of PFOWa, Ms. Me-
hwish Sohail highlighted, “The sup-
port of the diplomatic community 
in raising the fund in this event is 
highly appreciated. I extend my 
gratitude to all the participants for 
participating and presenting their 
traditional food, traditional prod-
ucts, and cultural dances.” 

People from all walks of life partici-
pated in the day-long event, making 
it a massive success. The inclusive 
participation of diplomatic corps 
based in Islamabad with their color-
ful stalls turned the venue into cul-
tural festivities. The ambassador of 
Japan said,“The Indonesian food is 
very delicious”, the spouse of the 

Japanese ambassador said, “She 
loves Sate ayam and she was look-
ing to have Sesame Ball sweet but 
unfortunately it was all sold out.”
The charity event brought to-
gether a variety of cultures and 
became a commendable oppor-
tunity to promote harmony and 
fraternity among the countries. 



42 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE 43 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE

staff reporter
ISLaMaBaD: Federal Minister for National 
Food Security & Research Syed Fakhar Imam 
while addressing as Chief Guest the National 
Day and the armed Forces Day of Bosnia her-
zegovina paid rich tributes to the gallant Bos-
nian nationals who laid down great sacrifices 
for the sake of an independent homeland and 
build a state of their own from the ashes. 
The people and the government Bosnia 
herzegovina came out of the worst humani-
tarian crisis with flying colours, said Syed 
Fakhar Imam. Since we have a long history 
of territorial dispute with our neighbouring 
country, we understand how grave and dif-
ficult it would be for the citizens and the 
government of Bosnia to recover from and 
sustain the pangs of oppressions.
Despite all those difficult times, the world 
today sees Bosnia emerging as the fast-de-
veloping modern country, said Imam while 

referring to the country’s GDP, Imports 
and Exports.  “The Pakistani people and 
the government would always stand by the 
people and the government of Bosnia and 
would go out of the way to support you,” 
assured Fakhar Imam.  ambassador Sakib 
Foric while thanking the guests and friends 
for attending the event in large number and 
coming to celebrate the 25th National Day 
and the armed Forces Day of his country 
said his stay in Pakistan as ambassador of 
Bosnia was coming to an end but he would 
continue to cherish the sweet memories of 
the days spent in Pakistan. 
The ambassador said Bosnian embassy was 
celebrating two very important days and 
the Bosnian State, the Bosnian society and 
the citizens celebrate Nov 25 as the Na-
tional Day which is also the Statehood Day 
and December 1 as armed Forces Day. am-
bassador Saqib Foric said it was also 78th 
anniversary of the statehood started from 

1943rd. Bosnia he said in the last couple of 
months is under very high level of political 
tension and threats and could collapse as 
a country which is also homeland of small 
Bosnian Muslim Group of Bosnjaks, origin 
European Muslim population, which will 
be mostly targeted. 
“I hope, we hope all of Bosnian citizens 
hope that international community will rec-
ognize all the threats and take very active 
role, because it is based on international 
law,” he said adding if anybody takes action 
against Bosnia herzegovina we will defend 
our homeland. about Bosnia-Pakistan re-
lations he said the two countries have al-
ways enjoyed good friendly relations. he 
also spoke about official visit of Bosnia 
herzegovina Chairman of Presidency Se-
fik Dzaferovic last year in November and 
hoped next year Prime Minister of Paki-
stan Imran Khan would also visit Bosnia to 
cement those brotherly countries.

National & Armed Forces 
Day of Bosnia celebrated



44 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE 45 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE

islaMaBaD: turkey, Kenya, azerbaijan, indonesia, iraq, Palestine, Yemen, 
Bangladesh’s ambassador's wives visited Bait-ul-Mal's school in tarlai colony. 
thanks to the book "culinary Diplomacy" published by hoMs Group, the funds 
raised from it were used to buy 240 school bags and donated to children studying 
under the program for "abolition of child labor" at Bait-ul-mal. – Dna

TRNC keen to have enhanced 
trade ties with Pakistan: envoy

Dilsad Senol 
identifies agriculture, 

construction, 
tourism, education, 

dairy sector and 
citrus as potential 

areas of cooperation 
for Pakistan 
with TRNC

ISLaMaBaD: Ms. Dilsad Senol, Chief of 
Mission, Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus in Pakistan said that the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) 
was keen to promote trade relations with 
Pakistan that would benefit the people 
and economies of both countries. She 
said that while addressing the business 
community during her visit to the Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
Ms. Dilsad Senol said that there was 

staff report
no formal trade between TRNC and Pa-
kistan and it was time that both should 
focus on promoting bilateral trade. She 
identified agriculture, construction, tour-
ism, education, dairy sector and citrus as 
potential areas of cooperation for Paki-
stan with TRNC. She said that TRNC was 
importing most of the construction mate-
rial and it was a good opportunity for Pa-
kistan to export its construction material 
to TRNC besides exporting many other 
products. She said that TRNC has devel-
oped better infrastructure with qualified 
labour and was offering good incentives 
to foreign investors. She urged that Pa-
kistani investors should tap TRNC’s 
market for investment. She said that 20 
universities were operating in TRNC and 
over 3000 Pakistani students were get-
ting education in these universities. She 
said that common culture and religion 
also provided good scope to Pakistan and 
TRNC for promoting business relations.
Speaking at the occasion, Muhammad 
Shakeel Munir, President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(ICCI) said that the business commu-

nity of Pakistan preferred to do trade 
with Turkey being a brotherly country 
and develop strong business relations 
with Turkish counterparts including the 
entrepreneurs of Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus. 
however, he said that there was lack of 
awareness in the business community of 
Pakistan about the business opportuni-
ties in TRNC and stressed for promoting 
exchange of trade delegations to explore 
all potential areas of mutual cooperation 
between the two countries.
President ICCI said that the construction 
sector was booming in Pakistan and the 
SEZs being set up under CPEC offered 
attractive opportunities to local and for-
eign investors. he invited the investors 
of TRNC to explore investment oppor-
tunities in potential sectors of Pakistan 
economy including SEZs. he said that 
Pakistan possessed great reserves of 
high quality marble & granite and urged 
that both countries should cooperate in 
sharing the latest technology to promote 
mechanized mining and produce value-
added marble products.



47 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE46 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE

the awards 
were organized 
by Ministry of 
law and Justice, 
Women in law 
initiative, Group 
Development 
Pakistan with 
support from 
the australian 
hc and British 
high commission

Dr Nudrat wins ADR lawyer award islaMaBaD: Pakistan’s 1st Women in law awards 2020-21 
and symposium on Diversity and inclusion were held in is-
lamabad. Dr nudrat Piracha won the best appropriate Dis-
pute resolution (aDr) lawyer award.
the awards were organized by Ministry of law and Justice, 
Women in law initiative, Group Development Pakistan with 
support from the australian high commission and British 
high commission and were distributed by the law minister’s 
office. Dr. nudrat e. Piracha is the first woman in Pakistan to 
have qualified as a Doctor of Juridical science (s.J.D), which 
is the highest degree in law awarded to people with excep-
tional academic and professional record. she is a fulbright 
scholar, a Weinstein JaMs international fellow for 2018, and 
the first lawyer from Pakistan to become a fellow of the 
chartered institute of arbitrators, uK.
Dr Piracha is partner at the firm samdani & Qureshi, is-
lamabad. in the past, she had dealt with corporate issues, 
commercial and investment arbitrations and has cross-
border issues and transactions. she also worked on cases 
like Bayindir concerning an approximate claim of usD 800 
million, agility concerning an approximate claim of usD 
650 million, and advised the government concerning an-

nulment of the riko Dik dispute valuing approximately 
6 billion dollars. she is also advising the government as 
a member of a twelve-member committee on improv-
ing the international investment regime of Pakistan and 
eight member committee on international law. she is 
also author of treaties on investment arbitration, which 
is referred to by giants in the field as a “uniquely impres-
sive tome.” she has been referred to by Judge charles n. 
Brower (Judge of the international court of Justice, iran-
u.s. tribunals and arbitrator for over fifty years) as truly a 
“Wonder Woman” of international law.  
Pakistan in international cases has lost significant bat-
tles before international forums. the resistance against 
aDr has been witnessed during its development stages in 
other more developed countries as well. there is a dearth 
of expertise in the area in Pakistan and people are com-
fortable with what they know and understand. it is often 
thought that the users of the system are not sufficiently 
trained to effectively pursue international aDr. But aDr 
is the need of this time and age and cannot be avoided for 
too long, and internationally acclaimed professionals like 
Dr Piracha are an asset to the country. – Dna
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