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THE banned Tehreek-e-Laibbaik Pakistan (TLP) once again 
resorted to roads demanding immediate release of its 

leader Saad Rizvi. The National Security Council (NSC) in its 
meeting on October 29 turned down the demand declaring it 
unwarranted and illogical. The NSC further resolved not to 
tolerate any further breach of law calling upon the outfit to 
vacate all roads and go home. Prime Minister Iman Khan’s 
decision not to use force against the protesting people also 
received kudos from all and sundry for using force would have 
turned out be counterproductive. Bu was we saw, all their 
demands have been met and Saad Rizvi freed and status of TLP 
as a banned outfit eliminated.
As we know, TLP was created during 2018 election with an 

avowed aim of denting the vote bank of Pakistan Muslim League (N) because PML 
N majority votes comes from the right wing school of thought. Since the purpose was 
to get PTI elected come what may therefore a number of gimmicks were employed to 
achieve this end. Creation of TLP was one of them. And realistically speaking this gim-
mick did wonders as it greatly damaged the PML N vote bank due to which the party 
had to suffer defeat even in the areas that used to be its strongholds. The plan was to 
disband TLP once the election results were achieved, however when TLP saw people 
voted for it in large numbers it instead decided to become a regular political party and 
got it registered with the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP). 
After the 2018 elections, the TLP was engaged for a protest against the French maga-
zine Charlie Hebdo when it first published blasphemous cartoons of Prophet (PBUH), 
which caused an outrage in the entire Muslim world and especially in Pakistan. The 
Faizabad became the center point of this protest and it ended after the intervention 
of the security agencies that helped govt strike a deal--- a deal which nobody owns 
even today. One of the clauses of the deal was that the govt will discuss the matter of 
expulsion of the French ambassador in the parliament and take a decision. It never 
happened though.  Critics believe, the govt did a wrong thing by accepting this demand 
knowing it very well that the demand was impractical. 
The matter further got aggravated when the French president issued a statement that 
hurt sentiments of the Muslim world and relations between Pakistan and France be-
came further tense when Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi while speaking at 
a public rally in Multan used a language against the French president which was not 
taken well by the French authorities. At first place, the French president could have ex-
ercised restraint given the fact that the situation had already caused dents and then FM 
Qureshi statement added further fire to the fuel. But things had started improving in the 
past few months and both Pakistan and France were about to normalize their relations 
with France set to announce a number of financial incentives for Pakistan including the 
rescheduling of debts under the DSSI programe. Then France also tired to help Pakistan 
during FATF meetings with a view to helping Islamabad get out of the grey list. But then 
suddenly the TLP again resurfaced under the pretext of securing release of its leader. 
This move, from the face of it, seems to have pushed things back to the square one.
While there is no denying the fact that leaders such as Presidents and Prime Min-
isters, must think 10 times before issuing any statement relating to religious free-
doms, it is also a fact that situations are blown out of proportions by the vested 
interests only to fulfill their ulterior political motives. As regards the Charlie Hebdo 
journal, it is a rag tag publication that is always in search of such controversies in 
order to make its both ends meets. Only a small portion of people reads this jour-
nal. The financial position of it is so bad that it has not been able to pay salaries 
to the staff for so many months. Above all, this magazine is in the habit of doing it 
to all religions but other religions don’t react because they don’t care. When pro-
tests against this magazine were launched, its circulation jumped into millions from 
just a few hundred.  Since the political atmosphere in Pakistan seems to have been 
geared up maybe for fresh elections or a new set-up, therefore TLP 
may be a given a role in the coming days. Ostensibly, it cannot win 
majority however it can surely play as a spoiler. 
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Azerbaijan one 
of the fastest 
growing countries

KHAZAR  FARHADOV

EXCLUSIVE

Ambassador of 
Azerbaijan 

talks to 
CENTRELINE, 

Islamabad POST
 and 

DNA News Agency

1- First of all, we welcome you in Pa-
kistan. Share with our readers the 
importance of restoring the inde-
pendence of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan on October 18, 1991?
Thank you very much. On October 
18, 1991, Azerbaijan obtained the op-
portunity to gain independence for 
the second time in the 20th  century 
and with the Constitutional Act “On 
State Independence of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan” declared to the world 
that it was the successor of the Azer-
baijan Democratic Republic, which 
was the first republic in the history 

of all Muslim East. It should be noted 
that the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
was one of the first countries that 
recognized our independence, and 
did not recognize Armenia due to its 
aggression against Azerbaijan. 
The first years of independence were 
not easy for the young newly inde-
pendent country and we faced great 
difficulties. On the one hand Arme-
nia’s military aggression continued, 
and on the other hand, as a result of 
the collapse of the existing system, 
the economy was paralyzed. There 
were serious threats and risks to the 

Ambassador of Azerbaijan 
Khazar Farhadov gave an 

excluisve interivew to Centreline 
and its sister publications. 

Ambassador Khazar has just 
arrived in Pakistan. Having a 
rich expereince in diplomacy, 

Ambassador Khazar Farhadov 
is keen to furhter expand and 

diversfiy bilateral relations. His 
particular focus is on how to 

ensure connectivity between the 
two brotherly countries. Here 

are excerpts from his interivew

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti
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Azerbaijani statehood. It was during 
this difficult period that the great 
leader Heydar Aliyev came to power 
in 1993 at the insistent demand of 
the Azerbaijani people. The great 
leader eliminated chaos and anarchy 
in the economic and political life of 
the country. Independent Azerbaijan 
has outlined a new course of develop-
mentthat made independence eternal 
and irreversible. Today, under the 
leadership of President Ilham Aliyev, 
Azerbaijan is one of the fastest grow-
ing countries in the world.
Azerbaijan has become a leader in 
the region and has achieved sustain-
able economic development.
Azerbaijan has become a key player in 
actively promoting and implementing 
major projects aimed at ensuring sta-
bility, security and prosperity in the 
region and beyond. The Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan oil pipeline, the Baku-Tbilisi-
Kars railway and the Southern Gas 
Corridor have made and will make 
a significant contribution in this re-
gard. Azerbaijan plays an active role 
in the creation and development of 
international transport corridors 
through its territory, such as East-
West, North-South and South-West.
Azerbaijan’s prestige and great po-
tential have a positive impact on 
the expansion of our international 
relations. Azerbaijan is expanding 
and deepening its activities as an in-
dependent state at the regional and 
global levels, includingproductive 

cooperation in international organi-
zations. Azerbaijan is recognized as 
a leader in the region and a reliable 
partner in the international arena.
2- How do you view the bilateral re-
lations between Pakistan and Azer-
baijan and what are your plans to 
further strengthen and deepen these 
relations?
Next year we will celebrate 30th 
anniversary of establishment of 
diplomatic relatons between our 
countries. We are very delighted 
that the relations between our coun-
tries are developing and strength-
ening very successfully. Azer-
baijan and Pakistan have always 
supported each other on bilateral 
and international levels. Econom-
ic relations do not correspond to 
the level of our political relations. 
We are working to increase trade 
turnover between Azerbaijan and Pa-
kistan. We have had some online meet-
ings between our business communi-
ties. I would also like to note that the 
National Logistics Cell sent two trucks 
carrying Pakistani products to Azer-
baijan via Iran for the first time within 
the framework of the TIR Conven-
tions. This project will also contribute 
to the growth of our trade relations. 
Azerbaijan and Pakistan have signed 
bilateral agreements in the fields of 
trade and economic cooperation, in-
vestment, tourism, transport, aviation, 
energy, as well as the Joint Intergov-
ernmental Commission, Joint Work-

ing Groups on Trade and Agriculture 
are functioning. We are also working 
to establish new Joint Working Groups 
on energy, health, information tech-
nology, transport and education. The 
Pakistan-Azerbaijan Chamber of Eco-
nomic Cooperation was established in 
Baku this year. The draft Preferential 
Trade Agreement (PTA) has been sent 
by Azerbaijan to Pakistan. We believe 
that these works and future joint 
projects will make an effective con-
tribution to our economic relations.
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3. What would you tell us about the 44-
day Patriotic War of Azerbaijan?
Armenia for almost 30 years kept un-
der occupation almost 20 percent of my 
country’s territory. The occupation was 
accompanied with notorious war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. Armenia 
committed the Khojaly genocide in Febru-
ary 1992, killing hundreds of civilians, in-
cluding 106 women and 63 children. 1275 
Azerbaijanis were taken hostage, 150 of 
them are still missing. Armenia’s ethnic 
cleansing has resulted in more than a mil-
lion Azerbaijanis becoming refugees and 
internally displaced persons. In 1993, the 
UN Security Council adopted four resolu-
tions demanding the immediate, complete 
and unconditional withdrawal of armed 
forces of Armenia from the occupied ter-
ritories of Azerbaijan. However, these 
and all other similar resolutions adopted 
by relevant international organizations, 
including the UN General Assemblyhave 
been ignored by Armenia.
The OSCE Minsk Group was established 
in 1992 to resolve the conflict between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. If the OSCE 
Minsk Group co-chairs had taken deci-
sive steps to force Armenia to end its mil-
itary aggression against Azerbaijan, their 
task could have been fulfilled. During the 
occupation Armenia tried to maintain 
the status quo. Unfortunately, no inter-
national sanctions have been imposed on 
Armenia to ensure the implementation 
of UN Security Council resolutions. And 
the overthrow of the war criminal regime 
in Armenia in 2018 was not accompanied 
by real changes, as well.
The Armenian government has made a 
number of provocative statements and 
actions, such as “Karabakh is Armenia 
and period”. The then Defense Minister 
of Armenia openly threatened Azerbaijan 

with a new war for the new territories. 
In addition, Armenia pursued a policy of 
illegal settlement of Armenians mainly 
from the Middle East, in the occupied ter-
ritories of Azerbaijan, in gross violation of 
international law. In July 2020, Armenia 
committed a military provocation on the 
state border with Azerbaijan. As a result 
of an artillery strike in the Tovuz region 
of Azerbaijan, 13 servicemen and civilians 
were killed. In August last year, an Arme-
nian sabotage group tried to penetrate 
through the former line of contact in or-
der to commit terrorist acts against Azer-
baijani military servicemen and civilians, 
but was successfully neutralized. 
At the General Debates of the 75th Ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly on 
September 24 last year, President Ilham 
Aliyev warned that hostile, Azerbaijano-
hobic statements and provocations of 
Armenian leadership demonstrate that 
Armenia was preparing for a new aggres-
sion against Azerbaijan. Three days lat-
er, on September 27 last year, Armenia 
launched a large-scale attack on Azerbai-
jani military positions and civilians.
In response, Azerbaijan launched a coun-
terattack on its own territories against 
Armenia, using the right to self-defense 
enshrined in Article 51 of the UN Charter. 
For 44 days, the Armenian armed forces 
intensively fired on the regions and cities 
along and also far from the frontline. Ar-
menia used ballistic missiles such as the 
Scud and Iskander-M, as well as banned 
white phosphorus and cluster munitions. 
As a result of these Armenian war crimes, 
more than 100 civilians, including 11 chil-
dren, were killed and more than 450 were 
injured. More than 12,000 civilian infra-
structure, including individual houses, 
has been destroyed or severely damaged 
in Azerbaijan. Armenia has attracted mer-

cenaries and foreign fighters from abroad 
and placed them against Azerbaijan. In 
total more than 300 cities and villages 
were liberated on the battlefield. Arme-
nia had to sign an act of capitulation on 
10 November 2020. Accordingly, Armenia 
was obliged to withdraw its troops from 
the remaining part of Azerbaijan’s territo-
ries, namely Aghdam, Lachin and Kalba-
jar regions.  Azerbaijan has implemented 
itself the above-mentioned UN Security 
Council resolutions. The Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict was left in the past. There 
is no administrative territorial unit called 
Nagorno-Karabakh in Azerbaijan. Kara-
bakh and East Zangazur economic zones 
were established by a presidential decree 
signed on July 7 this year.
During the occupation, which lasted for 
almost 30 years, Armenia deliberately 
destroyed cities and villages, looted and 
plundered all cultural and religious monu-
ments of Azerbaijan. Armenia has tried to 
erase the traces of Azerbaijanis living in 
these areas. The city of Aghdam was de-
stroyed to such an extent that it was called 
“Hiroshima of the Caucasus”. 65 of the 67 
mosques in the Armenian-occupied terri-
tories were demolished, and the remain-
ing mosques were desecrated while being 
used as pig and cow barns. Even cemeter-
ies have been destroyed and desecrated. 
The facts of complete destruction of cities 
and villages, as well as cultural and reli-
gious heritage of the Azerbaijani people 
have been widely covered by the Pakistani 
and international media.
Armenia has committed a serious eco-
cide in the occupied territories of Azer-
baijan. 60,000 hectares of our forests 
have been destroyed, lands and rivers 
have been polluted.
Armenia has seriously polluted the trans-
boundary river Oxchuchay, causing the 
degradation of the  ecosystem of the river-
ine territory of Azerbaijan. Unfortunately, 
some foreign companies are also involved 
in this environmental crime. They must 
be held accountable for the illegal ex-
ploitation of our natural resources in our 
previously occupied lands. We have about 
4,000 citizens registered as missing dur-
ing the First Karabakh War. Armenia must 
inform us about their fate. We have solid 
evidence that almost all of them were tor-
tured to death by Armenian servicemen 
in violation of international humanitarian 
law and buried in mass graves.
The “Azerbaijaniophobia” promoted by 
the government is growing in Armenia. 
The racist ideology nurtured in Arme-
nian society on the basis of ethnic hatred 
and demonization is the main cause of 
ethnic cleansing and unprecedented van-
dalism in the territories previously occu-
pied by Armenia in Azerbaijan.
4. During the 44-day Patriotic War Pa-
kistan wholeheartedly supported Azer-
baijan. How would you describe the 
role of Pakistan?
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We are especially grateful to Pakistan 
for its very active support to Azerbaijan 
in the Second Karabakh War. From the 
first days of the war, the Pakistani gov-
ernment has expressed its full moral and 
political support for Azerbaijan in restor-
ing our territorial integrity. Other high-
ranking Pakistani officials, members 
of parliament and public figures also 
supported us in the 44-day war, which 
resulted in the complete defeat of the Ar-
menian army and the restoration of Azer-
baijan’s territorial integrity. I would also 
like once again to note that Pakistan is 
one of the few countries that did not rec-
ognize Armenia. This is another manifes-
tation of fraternal relations between our 
countries. We will always remember who 
supported us during the war. Therefore, 
it is not surprising that Pakistani flags 
are everywhere in my country. Two coun-
tries have always supported each other 
in all matters. As you know, Azerbaijan 
supports the settlement of the Kashmir 
issue in accordance with the relevant 
resolutions of the UN Security Council. 
This position is based on justice, inter-
national law and our fraternal relations.
5-The process of reconstruction of the 
newly liberated territories continues. Do 
you think Pakistani companies can also 
participate in the reconstruction process?
Immediately after the liberation of our 
lands, President Ilham Aliyev openly stated 
that Azerbaijan would give preference to 
brotherly and friendly countries in the re-
construction work in those territories. We 
are interested in seeing the close involve-
ment of fraternal Pakistani companies in 
all aspects of the restoration of the liber-
ated territories. Our relevant entities are 
working closely with Pakistani companies 
to speed up the necessary preparations. I 
am sure we will see real results soon.
6- The Azerbaijani leadership is inter-
ested in ensuring peace in the region, 
but the Armenian side does not send any 
positive message in this regard. Please 
comment on this.
As the conflict is over, we have declared 
our readiness to begin the delimitation 
and demarcation of the border between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia, to begin nego-
tiations on a peace agreement based on 
mutual recognition of each other’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity. Such 
an agreement can bring peace and coop-
eration to our region. However, we have 
not yet seen enough positive reaction 
from Armenia to our proposal. One of 
the areas that can lead to cooperation in 
the region is transport projects. In this 
context, the Zangazur corridor connect-
ing Azerbaijan with its integral part the 
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic and 
Turkey will create new opportunities for 
our region. Azerbaijan has created a new 
reality in the South Caucasus region. 
Armenia must choose between regional 
cooperation and illegal and unfounded 

territorial claims against its neighbors. 
The international community must also 
play a role in this matter urging Armenia 
to understand that there is no alternative 
to peace. Armenia should not support 
revanchism and militarization. Azerbai-
jan is determined to take the necessary 
steps to contribute to and strengthen 
peace and development in the region.
7- What is the latest situation in the lib-
erated territories in terms of infrastruc-
ture development?
Large-scale construction work is being car-
ried out in the liberated territories because 
we have left the conflict behind. Azerbaijan 
is building new cities and settlements by 
applying modern urban planning and using 
the concepts of “smart city” and “smart vil-
lage”. In Azerbaijan, which carries out all 
this work at its own expense, $ 1.3 billion 
has been allocated from the state budget 
this year. However, the main problem is 
the excessive number of mines planted by 
Armenia in the liberated territories. About 
30 Azerbaijani citizens, including two jour-
nalists, have been killed and about 130 in-
jured in a mine explosion since Armenia 
signed a capitulation act on November 10, 
2020. Currently, Azerbaijan is one of the 
most mined countries in the world, which 
slows down the reconstruction process in 
the liberated territories and the return of 
IDPs to their homes. Armenia does not 
provide accurate maps of mined areas, and 
the accuracy of the few maps it provides is 
only 25 percent. Armenia should be pres-
sured by the international community to 
provide us with accurate mine maps of all 
liberated territories.
8-Can you tell us the role of the Heydar 
Aliyev Foundation in Pakistan?
As you know, with the initiative and sup-
port of H.E. Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva, 
First Vice-President of Azerbaijan, Presi-
dent of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, 
Goodwill Ambassador of ISESCO and 
UNESCOthe Heydar Aliyev Foundation 
has implemented humanitarian social 
oriented projects in Pakistan.
Thus, the opening ceremony of a second-
ary school for girls was held on February 
9, 2008 in Rara settlement of Muzaf-
farabad city, which was damaged by the 
earthquake. During these years, with the 
initiative and support of the Foundation, 
free medical diognasis and operations 
were provided, there were contribution 
to buildingof medical facilities and water 
supply systems, charity events were or-
ganized, peoples with disabilities were 
provided with wheelchairs and etc. We 
will continue to coordinate with brotherly 
Pakistan on the implementation of new 
projects in this direction. All these activi-
ties are aimed at serving humanity and 
strengthening the friendship between the 
two brotherly peoples. Such projects are 
an example of our commitment to further 
strengthen the historically strong frater-
nal ties between the two peoples.
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Pakistan, Azerbaijan ties getting  
stronger and stronger: Asad Qaisar
During the Patriotic War government and people of Pakistan morally 
and politically supported Azerbaijan: Ambassador Khazar Farhadov

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD: Speaker of National Assembly of Pakistan Asad 
Qaisar has said Pakistan and Azerbaijan enjoy close brotherly re-
lations, manifested by the tremendous goodwill existing between 
the leadership and people of the two countries. Our relationship is 
based on common faith, shared ideals and a mutual desire to live 
in peace and dignity. Whether it is the issue of Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir or Karabagh, the fraternity of our countries has reso-
nated together on regional and international platforms in support 
of each other. The whole world is witness to the strong bonds of 
fraternity that bind our two nations. 
Speaker Asad Qaisar expressed these views while speaking 
on the occasion of 30th anniversary of restoration of inde-
pendence of Azerbaijan. He said, on 27 September, people of 
Azerbaijan commemorated the Memorial Day to honor their 
shaheeds who laid down their lives in defence of motherland. 
In order to demonstrate our love for the brotherly people of 
Azerbaijan, the Remembrance Day was also celebrated in 
Pakistan. The building of Pakistan Monument in Islamabad 
which is the symbol of Pakistan’s unity and territorial integ-
rity, was lit with the colors of Azerbaijani f lag. 
The victory of Azerbaijan in last year’s war was a remarkable feat. 
No wonder, the liberation of Azerbaijani territories was also cel-
ebrated in Pakistan.  The leadership, armed forces and people of 
Azerbaijan deserve appreciation for this accomplishment, he added. 
He said, during his visit to beautiful city of Baku in July, a Memo-
randum of Understanding was signed between the two parliaments. 
This document has laid the foundation of a long term and sustain-
able cooperation. A trilateral meeting of Speakers of three brotherly 
countries of Azerbaijan, Turkey and Pakistan also took place during 
my visit.  Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov in his speech 
said, this year, on October 18, the Republic of Azerbaijan celebrates 
the 30th anniversary of the restoration of independence.
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History proves that maintaining independence is much more dif-
ficult than gaining it. In a one century Azerbaijan had to restore 
its sovereignty twice. The first time it was relatively short period, 
and the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the first republic in the 
Muslim world history established in 1918 but existed for only 23 
months. The ambassador further said, Azerbaijan was able to se-
cure its state independence after the collapse of the Soviet Union 
in the 1991. The Constitutional Act on the State Independence 
of Azerbaijan was adopted on October 18, 1991 by the Supreme 
Council of the Republic of Azerbaijan. And Azerbaijani people 
gained their long-awaited freedom after years of oppression. On 
March 2, 1992, Azerbaijan became a member of the UN.
The first years of independence were not easy for the young sov-
ereign country and faced enormous difficulties. On the one hand, 
the Armenian military aggression continued, on the other hand, 
the economy was paralyzed due to the collapse of the existing 
system. There were serious threats and risks to the Azerbaijani 
statehood. It was during this difficult period that the great leader 
of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev came to the power in 1993 at the in-
sistent demand of my people. Great leader eliminated chaos and 
anarchy in economic and political life of the country. Independent 
Azerbaijan has outlined a new course of development, making the 
independence eternal and irreversible. Today, under the leader-
ship of President Ilham Aliyev, Azerbaijan is one of the fastest 

growing countries in the world. As the President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan has said there is no more administrative territorial unit 
called Nagorno-Karabakh in Azerbaijan. The Karabakh economic 
zone was established on the basis of a decree that the President 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan signed on 7 July, this year.  And I 
would like to stress that Pakistan was one of the first countries 
that recognized the independence of Azerbaijan, demonstrating 
strong and valuable support over all these years.
During the Patriotic War government and people of Pakistan mor-
ally and politically supported us, National Assembly and Senate 
of Pakistan adopted resolutions condemning Armenian aggression 
and supporting Azerbaijan’s just position to restore its territorial 
integrity. This is a true demonstration of brotherhood. Azerbaijan, 
fully supports the settlement of the Kashmir issue in accordance 
with the relevant UN Security Council resolutions.
He added, it was gratifying that the format of trilateral coopera-
tion between the three brotherly countries, Azerbaijan, Pakistan 
and Turkey, established in 2017 at the level of foreign ministers, 
expanded towards the level of Speakers of Parliament, and also 
among Ministries of Defense. Beside the brilliant bilateral and tri-
lateral relations we have always had a tradition of cooperation in 
the international organizations as well. The main reason of this 
success is support of and respect to norms and principles of inter-
national law by our countries, the ambassador concluded.
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Azerbaijan Victory Day held in Pakistan
CJCSC General Nadeem Raza, Governor Punjab and others attend reception

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azer-
baijan Khazar Farhadov and De-
fence Attache Col. Mehman Novru-
zlu held a reception to celebrate 
Azerbaijan Victory Day. Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
General Nadeem Raza, Governor 
Punjab Ch. Sarwar, former Speak-
er National Assembly Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq, and Ambassador of Turkey 
Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul attended 
the reception along with other dis-
tinguished guests. The chief guest 
General Nadeem Raza also per-
formed the cake cutting ceremony 
along with other guests.
Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar 
Farhadov while welcoming the guests 
said it was an honor for him to speak 
at the first victory day being celebrat-

ed in Pakistan. Ambassador said due 
to the ethnic cleansing carried out by 
Armenia over a million Azerbaijani 
people were left homeless.
He said despite Armenian continued 
violations of international laws no 
sanctions have so far been imposed 
on Armenia. Azerbaijan had to act 
against the aggression of Armenia 
and the war which continued for 44 
days culminated in victory of Azerbai-
jan. He said Azerbaijan victory is the 
victory of international law.
He said after the liberation of the 
areas Azerbaijan govt started reha-
bilitation work in the areas and I am 
pleased to inform you that in just 
8 months Fuzuli airport was made 
operational, which was recently in-
augurated by the President of Tur-

key and President of Azerbaijan. He 
said Azerbaijan remains committed 
to world peace and stability. Am-
bassador Khazar also talked about 
the Kashmir issue and said his 
country fully supported resolution 
of the dispute as per the relevant 
UN resolutions.
Defence Attache Col. Mehman 
Novruzlu  in his speech highlight-
ed the role of valiant Azerbaijani 
forces that foiled the evil designs of 
enemies and won victory for their 
country. He also thanked Pakistan 
for extending moral and diplomatic 
support during the entire conflict. 
He also paid glowing tributes to 
martyrs and heroes of the Patriotic 
War. One minutes silence was ob-
served for the martyrs of the war.

Special Correspondent
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ANNOUNCEMENT
The Editor Centreline 

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti visited 
Azerbaijan and the newly liberated 

areas of Nagorno Karabakh. 
A comprehensive report shall be 

published in the next issue of Centreline
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ISLAMABAD: TRNC Islamabad Representative Dilsad Senol had a meeting with Zahid Nasrullah 
Khan, the General Director of the Foreign Service Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Pakistan, which organizes the “International Diplomats Training Programs” in which the 
diplomats of our country also participate. Ms. Senol also signed the memorial book. – DNA
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ISLAMABAD: The Indonesian Embassy in 
Islamabad held an “Appreciation Night”to pay 
tribute to the business community and friends 
of Indonesia and ASEAN in recognition of 
their meritorious contribution and collabora-
tion with the Indonesian Embassy in enhanc-
ing bilateral cooperation, especially in the 
domain of trade and investment. The event 
was yet another activity being ¬organized by 
the Embassy in commemoration of the 76th 
Indonesian Independence Day and the 54th 
Anniversary of the ASEAN.
Federal Secretary of Commerce Muhamad 
Sualeh A. Farauqui was the chief guest on 
the occasion. Heads of ASEAN Missions in 
Islamabad, Diplomats, President Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI), 
Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President Raw-
alpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(RCCI), Nadeem A. Rauf and President of Pa-
kistan- ASEAN Business Forum, Zafar Bahta-
wari and the business community and “friends 
of Indonesia” from the twin cities attended the 
reception in high number.
The reception which was organized at the 
luxury farm house of Khalid Farooq Qazi, a 
Pakistani businessman, began with the play-
ing of the national anthems of Indonesia and 
Pakistan and the ASEAN Hymn which was 
followed by the cake cutting ceremony per-
formed by the Indonesian Ambassador Adam 
Tugiowhile joined by the Chief guest, Heads of 
ASEAN Missions and other guests of honor.
The event also featured the promotion of In-
donesian culture by presenting performanc-

es of NandakGanjen Dance, TopengIreng 
Dance and pencaksilat attractions as well 
as promoting culinary delights and videos 
about Indonesia and ASEAN.
In his remarks, the Ambassador Adam M. 
Tugio expressed his sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the distinguished guests for 
their contribution and role in improving in-
vestment and trade relations between Indo-
nesia-Pakistan and ASEAN-Pakistan.
He observed with great pleasure that amid 
COVID-19 driven global economic recession 
the economic and trade relations between 
Indonesia and Pakistan have continued to 
show a positive trend.
The Ambassador said that the development 
of a beneficial and comprehensive ASEAN-
Pakistan cooperation has special importance 
considering the emergence of geo-economic 
and geo-strategic regional alliances. ASEAN 
countries, he continued, wanted a partner-
ship with Pakistan through joint ventures and 
increased interaction in the fields of scientific 
research, education, information technology 
and agriculture in order to strengthen ASEAN-
Pakistan cooperation in the future.
He also shared several strategies to strength-
en cooperation with ASEAN countries, includ-
ing trade and investment cooperation. He 
noted that China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) project offered great opportunities for 
trade and investment as it could potentially de-
velop Pakistan for the ASEAN member coun-
tries to make Pakistan as aneconomic hub for 
the Central Asia, Middle East and the Western 

China. Like other countries, Indonesia also 
has an interest in exploring potential coopera-
tion within the framework of CPEC through 
strengthening trade cooperation at the bilater-
al level along with ASEAN member countries 
through engagements with the stakeholders 
and business actors including the Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
Various efforts had been made by the Indone-
sian Embassy to improve economic and trade 
relations between the two countries including 
increasing and diversifying Indonesian prod-
ucts to Pakistani market. One of the break-
throughs was made when Embassy collaborat-
ed with the E-Commerce company Pakistan 
Gateway to hold a series of Indonesia-Paki-
stan Virtual Trade Expo 2021. The success 
of the exhibition was reflected by the enthusi-
asm of Indonesian exporter companies, which 
are mostly SMEs. It is worth noting despite 
COVID-19 pandemic the level of business in-
teractions between Indonesian-Pakistani was 
successfully maintained. The trade volume ac-
tually appreciated and registered an increase 
of 8% compared to 2019, reaching USD 2.5 
billion with a surplus for Indonesia of USD 
2.1 billion. The great interest and enthusiasm 
shown by the Pakistani business community 
in the Virtual Trade Expo Indonesia 2021 it 
was expected that trade volume will continue 
to increase. Various technology based inno-
vative initiatives and virtual exhibitions have 
been instrumental in not only in maintaining 
but also enhancing the trade activities be-
tween Indonesia and Pakistan.

The event was yet 
another activity 
being –organized 
by the Embassy in 
commemoration of 
the 76th Indonesian 
Independence  
Day and the  
54th Anniversary  
of the ASEAN

Tribute to the business community

The Indonesian Embassy 
holds “Appreciation Night” 

Staff Report
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Romanian envoy acknowleges 
professionalsim of Pak Army

Ambassador Nicolae Goia says 77 year later, Romania is today 
a powerful state allies and partners can rely on
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Special Correspondent
ISAMABAD: Ambassador of Romania to 
Pakistan Nicolae Goia has acknowledged 
the excellent professional level of the Pa-
kistani Army and the good relations exist-
ing between the military and the ministries 
of defense of our two countries. The high 
level of interaction between the embassy 
and prominent commanders of the Paki-
stani Armed Forces have identified a large 
number of fields where we can strenghten 
ad diversify the cooperation.
Ambassador Goia expressed these veiws 
while speaking ont the occasion of the 
Armed Forces Day of Romania.
He furhter siad, it was a real privilege for 
him and colonel Leonard VEZA, Roma-
nian Defense Attache to warmly welcome 
all guests in joining the celebration of Ro-
manian Army`s Day. On 25th of October 
1944, Romanian Army had liberated the 
last inch of our homeland territory from al-
ien occupation. The sacrifices of more than 
700.000 military who paid the ultimate 
price during the four years of fierce bat-
tles, made Romania the fourth contributing 
power in defeating Fascism in the WWII.
He said, 77 year later, Romania is today 
a powerful state allies and partners can 

rely on, a pillar of stability and security 
provider in our region and worldwide, 
with an Army operating at highest pro-
fessional standards, being ready and fully 
prepared to contribute to the protection 
of European and democratic community 
of values. The proximity of the Eastern 
border of the Euro-Atlantic space makes 
Romania both a gate-locker and a strategic 
opener of the roads. The multiple threats 
to the glocal security, terrorism above 
all, make cooperation between all peace 
loving countries in the world in confront-
ing the menaces of extremism of all kind, 
more critical and necessary then in other 
moment of the history.
As a responsible member of the European 
Union my country is contributing fully to 
the EU endeavor to cope with the great 
transformations and challenges for the fu-
ture of the European project. In a probably 
most complicated world than ever before, 
my country had fully demonstrated its ca-
pacity to become and added value to the 
process of attaining the fundamental ob-
jectives of the European Union as well as 
building confidence in the capacity of the 
Union to overcome all the difficulties and 

emerge even stronger and more united. 
Living in the critical time of COVID it is 
absolutely imperative to have unity and co-
hesion of all member states of the EU in 
order to fight a crisis the mankind never 
had encountered in the past. We are confi-
dent that as much as difficult the situation 
appears to be, by the synergetic efforts of 
all nations we will finally manage to have 
our lives back.
Presently, Romania`s Army takes part in 
various international peace keeping, com-
batting terrorism and humanitarian mis-
sions in the most difficult and sensitive re-
gions of the Planet. We are proud that two 
Romanian officers are currently serving in 
UNMOGIP, he added.
While condlcuing his speech the ambassa-
dor said, as we celebrate Romanian Army`s 
Day, I hope for an even stronger partner-
ship between Romania and Pakistan to 
benefit of the tremendous opportunities 
and potential that lie ahead. On this auspi-
cious occasion I also would like to convey 
to the Pakistani people and all the women 
and men serving in the Pakistani Army a 
sincere message of friendship as well as 
warm wishes of peace and prosperity.
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PTI govt and allies 
on a collision course

IT has been my consistent view 
that the Prime Minister may 
not complete his five year term 

because we do not have any such 
precedent, albeit I personally think 
if people have voted someone to 
power for five years, he or she 
should be allowed to complete the 
term. Even if the prime minister is 
not delivering, it should be left to 
the voters to decide about his fate. 
Unlike the PM, the PTI govern-
ment may be allowed to limp on till 
the end of its legal term, which will 
end in 2023. The Capital is abuzz 
with a plethora of rumors these 
days. Govt defeat in the National 
Assembly last week when it failed 
to get its bills passed, in fact gave 
further rise to these rumors. Then 
happened the drama of joint sitting 
of the parliament. The session had 
to be called off at the eleventh hour 
for the allied parties of the PTI re-
fused to lend their support for the 
passage of certain bills including 
the one relating to use of the Elec-
tronic Voting Machines (EVMs) in 
the next general elections.
The allies complain of being ignored 
and discarded by the PTI top lead-
ership. PML Q and the MQM, even 
in the past had raised their voice 
against what they called injustices 
meted out to them by the PTI lead-
ership. Even this time, they did not 
name anybody but obviously their 
complaints are directed towards 
the prime minister, and thus want 
him to be replaced. Certain names 
are also being heard who may re-
place the prime minister in case of 
any in-house change. Interestingly, 
name of the defence minister is also 
there who has recently been given a 
clean chit in a corruption reference. 

A couple of other contenders from 
Multan and Islamabad regions have 
also girded up their loins in case the 
top office is bestowed upon them.
The opposition on the contrary 
has demanded for early elections 
though none of them has done 
homework for this. But since they 
want to get Imran Khan out of 
power come what may, they won’t 
mind fresh elections knowing the 
fact that they are not going to win 
majority seats. I have written time 
and again, PPP always chooses to 
play safe and smart. It become part 
of PDM only when it intends to ex-
ert pressure on the “aliens” and 
after getting some concessions it 
spares no time in divorcing the al-
liance. Rumors are ripe that PPP 
once again wants to be part of the 
PDM and the PDM once again like-
ly to fall in the same booby trap.
PPP’s sudden inclination towards 
the PDM; resurgence of the TLP 
and abrupt strange behavior of 
the allied parties of the PTI may 
not be a mere coincidence. It 
seems to be a calculated and very 
well knitted move facilitated and 
supported by powers that be. To 
me, allied parties disenchantment 
with the PTI leadership has noth-
ing to do with what the PML Q 
and MQM claim. The actual prob-
lem lies somewhere else.
During the TLP standoff, the prime 
minister, at a point, wanted to han-
dle the issue by force but as reports 
suggest the establishment did not 
seem eye to eye with this idea. We 
have to keep in mind that the issue 
of appointment of the DG ISI had 
already strained relations between 
the establishment and the prime 
minister. Establishment wanted to 

have the new man on the job imme-
diately while the notification issued 
by the PM office allowed the incum-
bent DG to stay in the office till No-
vember 20. There are also reports 
that the PM wants to recall Paki-
stan’s ambassador to Saudi Arabia 
Lt. Gen Bilal Akbar (retd) and re-
place him with Pakistan’s high com-
missioner to Canada.
All said and done, the PTI govt it-
self is responsible for all its woes. 
It has miserably failed in keeping 
up its promises made to people be-
fore the elections. Corruption has 
increased manifold. Economic situ-
ation has gone from bad to worse 
and state of governance is just pa-
thetic. The opposition on the other 
hand is only interested in grinding 
its own axe. Plight of people is not 
all a source of worry for it. If the 
snap polls are held or for that mat-
ter the Opposition parties take to 
streets against the government 
and they get a rousing welcome, it 
would only be because of the poor 
performance of the PTI govt.
Things seem to have settled be-
tween the govt and allies however 
it does not mean crisis is over. It is 
rather beginning of the crisis. This 
love and hate relationship between 
govt and its estranged allies will 
continue even in the coming days. 
The revelations made by former 
GB Chief Justice are likely to give 
new turn to events. PML N has 
already tried to cash on this state-
ment. The former CJ’s statement 
ostensibly is not without purpose. 
It appears to be a well calculated 
move that will political and morally 
help PML N to build its case that 
PML N leaders convictions was 
purely politically motivated. 

Ansar M BhattiSITUATIONER

Establishment wanted to have the new man on the job 
immediately while the notification issued by the PM office 
allowed the incumbent DG to stay in the office till Nov 20



Serena hotels host function 
on breast cancer
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Uzbek envoy stresses people to 
contacts for regional connectivity

CGSS, Uzbek embassy organize roundtable

ISLAMABAD: A Roundtable conference 
was arranged to discuss “New Uzbekistan- 
New Elections”. The roundtable was joint-
ly organized by Embassy of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan to Pakistan and Center for 
Global & Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islam-
abad, Pakistan.
Aybek Arif Usmanov, Ambassador of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan to Pakistan in his open-
ing remarks stated that people to people 
contact is very significant for regional con-
nectivity. The economic cooperation is very 
important keeping in view the current global 
developments. HisExcellency also stated 
that Pakistan is the transit hub for interna-
tional trade. Pakistan and Uzbekistan have 
promoted peace and stability in the region. 
At this occasion, special editions two maga-
zines “Peace International”and “Diplomatic 

Focus”, devotedto Uzbekistan were also pre-
sented. His Excellencythanked and payed 
tribute to the journalist community of Paki-
stan for playing a vital role in further cement-
ing the brotherly ties between both nations. 
Khalid Taimur Akram, Executive Director, 
CGSSstated that CGSS has taken several 
initiatives to promote Central & South Asia 
connectivity. CGSS has engaged various 
universities across Pakistan in this regard. 
Grand initiative of Central and South Asian 
regional connectivity by His Excellency 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev has proved to be a mile-
stone development for regional integra-
tion.  Pakistan and Uzbekistan embarked 
on a new journey of prosperity, enhancing 
bilateral cooperation, joint ventures for re-
gional peace and stability, and strengthen-
ing economic and strategic partnerships.

Staff Report
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Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery 
HI(M), (Retd) in his keynote speech stated 
that our countries and people have always 
been connected. Our bilateral ties including 
trade, culture, religion and people to peo-
ple connectivity is enhancing with the pass-
ing time. He stated that all these initiatives 
are very important so that our youth gets to 
know each other. Therefore, interaction must 
be promoted between both the countries. 
Dr. Zarmina Baloch, Assistant Professor. 
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Women’s Univer-
sity, Peshawar discussed His Excellency 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s initiatives for region-
al connectivity. She stated that his vision-
ary leadership has made it possible for the 
countries to connect and prosper.President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev of the Republic of Uz-
bekistan due to his exceptional commer-
cial diplomacy and inventive leadership has 
achieved greater regional connectivity.
Prof. Dr. Shabir Ahmad Khan, Director, Area 
Study Center (Russia, China & Central Asia), 
University of Peshawar stated that Pakistan 
will serve as a gateway for Uzbekistan. He 
explained why Uzbekistan is exceptional in 
Central Asia, he stated that Uzbekistan is 

a model of gradual reforms and prioritizing 
economy over politics and this model has 
mode Uzbekistan successful. 
He stated that during the Presidency of 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev many issues have been 
resolved with consensus. He also praised His 
Excellency Aybek Arif Usmanov, Ambassador 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Pakistan for 
playing a leading role in Central and South 
Asia connectivity.He stated that smooth bor-
der crossing will ensure a good market and 
Uzbekistan has become the voice of all re-
gional states.
The Roundtable was followed by the Book 
Launch ceremony that is compiled and pub-
lished by CGSS on the idea of Central & 
South Asia Connectivity. The title of the 
book is “Shavkat Mirziyoyev – A Visionary 
Statesman”. This Book isa collection of Re-
search Articles written by senior academi-
cians from various universities of Pakistan 
and practitioners from various sectors. This 
is the first time that a Book of this kind has 
been published by any institute in Pakistan 
highlighting the fruitful initiatives of the Uz-
bek President and can prove to a cornerstone 
in promoting this vision globally. 
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Malaysia expanding industrial 
trainings for Pakistan: Envoy

Dato’ Sri Ismail Sabri Yaakob, Prime Minister of Malaysia in his 
keynote address during the Asean Business Investment Summit 2021, 

said that there is an urgent need in increasing digital-ready micro,  
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) among the Asean community

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Deddy Fais-
al Ahmad Salleh Chargé 
D’affaires Of Malaysia 
while speaking the  Ase-
an - Pakistan Business 
Forum has said Malaysia 
is consistently expand-
ing industrial trainings, 
which include Technical 
and Vocational Education 
Training, Research and 
Development, as well as 
Commercialization and In-
novation. He further said,. 
Malaysia, like many other 
countries, has not been 
spared from the Covid-19 
pandemic. Learning to re-
cover from its effects has 
certainly been difficult. It 
has made us re-think and 
re-evaluate the way we 
manage our daily life. 
A defining feature of the COVID-19 pandemic is digital transformation. Of which, 
has filled every aspect of our lives besides altering economic, social and structural 
domains. This pandemic has led to the rise of digital technologies, by which have 
supported governments and businesses in adopting agile and adaptive responses.
He added, the Right Honourable Dato’ Sri Ismail Sabri Yaakob, Prime Minister of 
Malaysia in his keynote address during the Asean Business Investment Summit 
2021, said that there is an urgent need in increasing digital-ready micro, small 
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) among the Asean community. Micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) that are lacking in access to technologies are facing 
the greatest risk of being left behind in this post-pandemic era. All of those efforts 
are meant to develop a more digitally- ready talent among Malaysians. Through 
this whole-of- society approach, we firmly believed that more people will be able 
to equip and upgrade themselves with the necessary skills for inclusive growth.
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Recipe for Societal 
Progression: From 
Rags to Riches

ERADICATION of poverty from 
a society goes hand in hand 
with its socio-economic uplift. 
The logical corollary of these 

twin phenomena is  spiralling up the 
Human Development Index (HDI) and 
availability of better living standards 
for its members by affording them nu-
tritious food, decent accommodation, 
quality education, better healthcare, 
lower gender inequalities, and more 
civic amenities. It goes without saying 
that continuity and consistency of poor-
friendly Government policies both at 
the Federal and grassroots levels is 
a must to reap full fruits of this hard-
earned socio-economic development in 
a society. Major Government policies 
in this regard include effective social 
safety nets and targeted subsidies for 
the downtrodden; ease of doing busi-
ness for the entrepreneurs; afford-
able electricity, gas and other com-
mercial utilities for the businesses to 
thrive: and progressive income and 
withholding tax regime.
Practical examples of Scandinavian 
countries in the West and Singapore and 
China in the East bear vivid testimony 
to the efficacy of protracted and consist-
ent Government policies aimed at socio-
economic uplift of the masses. China’s 
remarkable achievement in bringing 
around 800 Million people out of the 
cruel  clutches of extreme poverty in 
the last four decades needs honourable 
mention. Besides China, Singapore is 
the only country which transformed into 
a bustling first-world country from an un-
derdeveloped third-world country just in 
a lifespan of a single generation after its 
independence from Malaysia in 1965. 
A critical appraisal of all welfare states 
of Americas, Europe, Far East and 
SouthEast Asia reveals that unemploy-
ment benefits for the out of work com-
munity members, better education and 
healthcare coverage for all, free legal 
aid for the destitute and targeted sub-
sidies in the essential commodities 
and basic utilities for the deserving 

are their hallmarks.  A cursory glance 
at the social and legal orders of early 
Islamic communities, especially that of 
Riyasat-e-Madina founded by the great-
est visionary of all time: our beloved 
Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (SAW), re-
veals how fair, just and philanthropist 
they were in their character. Care for 
the needy, help for the poor, sympathy 
for the oppressed,  and symbiotic code 
of ethics for the haves and have nots 
to ensure peaceful coexistence were at 
the core of their values System.
Very much cognisant of this trodden 
path to prosperity, Government of Pa-
kistan launched Ehsaas Programme as 
an umbrella initiative to steer all kinds 
of interventions aimed at the socio-
economic  welfare of its people, espe-
cially for those in the lower, middle and 
lower middle income categories.
With a manifest aim to provide effec-
tive and comprehensive safety nets for 
the marginalised and the vulnerable, 
Ehsaas Programme rolled out Ehsaas 
Kafaalat on 31 January 2020. Under 
this program monthly cash handouts 
@ Rs 2000 per household is distrib-
uted among among 7 Million poorest 
and the most deserving women in the 
country on the basis of a digitally ena-
bled Ehsaas survey. Ehsaas Amdan 
(Income) Programme, launched in 
February 2020, is aimed at creating op-
portunities for the most disadvantaged 
people through the transfer of small 
income-generating assets in 23 dis-
tricts across Pakistan. In this Rs 15 Bil-
lion project, 60,364 productive assets 
worth Rs. 3.62 Billion have been trans-
ferred to the ultra poor and vulnerable 
poor households till 30 June 2021.
Ehsaas Interest Free Loans (IFL) Pro-
gramme is a major component of the 
National Poverty Graduation Initiative. 
By the end of the first year since its 
launch in July 2019, 1.35 Million inter-
est free  loans worth Rs. 47.77 Billion 
have been disbursed, 46% of which are 
secured by female borrowers. 
Acclaimed by the World Bank,  Ehsaas 

Emergency Cash (EEC) is one of the 
most effective programmes world wide 
under which Government of Pakistan 
delivered Rs. 179.8 Billion as one-time 
emergency cash assistance  @ Rs. 
12000 per household to 14.8 Million 
families at the risk of extreme poverty 
in phase-I, whereas additional 4 Mil-
lion deserving households are catered 
to under Phase-II of the programme  
to offset critical financial miseries in-
duced by COVID-19 pandemic.
Conditional Cash Transfers (CCTs) like 
Ehsaas Education Conditional Cash 
Transfers, Ehsaas Nashonuma (health 
and nutrition) Conditional Cash Transfers 
are also remarkable interventions of the 
Government for the promotion of prima-
ry, secondary and higher secondary levels 
education through graduation stipends 
in 154 districts across the country,  and 
the provision of special nutritional food 
for pregnant and lactating women (PLW) 
and children less than two years of age 
through quarterly cash stipends. Ehsaas 
Langars (soup kitchens) and Ehsaas Koye 
Bhooka Na Sooye are innovative pro-
grammes for the supply of meals twice 
a day to the poor and daily wage earners 
in major cities across Pakistan. Under 
these programmes,  each Langar (soup 
kitchen) is serving two meals every day 
to 600-800 poor people, whereas food 
trucks are delivering free of cost meals 
twice a day to daily wage earners in 
Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Faisal-
abad, Peshawar and Gujranwala.
Panahgahs (shelter homes), Dar-ul-
Ehsaas/Orphanages and Child Care 
Centers being run under the umbrel-
la of Ehsaas Programme are offering 
quality shelter and life care facili-
ties to the marginalised sections of 
the society. Keeping the global best 
practices in view, it can easily be con-
cluded that Pakistan can become a 
true welfare state like Riyasat-e-Mad-
ina if we could ensure continuity and 
consistency of philanthropic policies 
both at the Federal and provincial/
regional levels in the years to come. 

Abdul Rashid Shakir
(arshakir.pmo@gmail.com)



No one to be allowed to harm 
Turkish interests: Erdogan

The Turkish President says, we have also foiled the attempts to exclude 
our country and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus from the 

hydrocarbon resources in the Eastern Mediterranean
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Turkish embassy celebrates nat ional  day



DNA News Agency
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ISLAMABAD: President of Turkey Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has said despite the dif-
ficult epidemic conditions, successes we 
have achieved in economy, domestic poli-
tics and foreign policy are important signs 
that show the effectiveness of the Presi-
dential Government System, as well as the 
strong infrastructure of our country.
As the 100th anniversary of our Republic 
now clearly appears in the horizon, we 
will not allow any power, dirty scenario, 
insidious attack aiming to stumble Tur-
key, to deter us from our path. The Turk-
ish President expressed these views in 
his message issued on the occasion of na-
tional day of Turkey. Ambassador of Tur-
key to Pakistan Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul 
read out the message of the Turkish 
President during the reception he hosted 
to celebrate the Day.
The Turkish President further said in his 
message, “I extend my congratulations to 
our citizens living in Turkey and abroad, 
and to all our friends who share this proud 
day with us, which is one of the golden 
rings of our glorious history, on the occa-
sion of the 29 October  Republic Day.
I commemorate Ghazi Mustafa Kemal 
Atatürk, the founder of our Republic, 
and his heroic comrades-in-arms with 
gratitude on the 98th anniversary of its 
proclamation. I wish the mercy of Allah 
the Almighty upon our holy martyrs who 
entrusted this homeland to us at the cost 
of their lives.
I would like to express my gratitude on be-

half of myself, my country and my nation to 
our veterans who were honoured with the 
title of war veterans while fighting for the 
same blessed cause. I would like to thank 
all our deputies who have served our coun-
try under the roof of The Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey, from the First Assem-
bly until today, as distinguished representa-
tives of the national will and who have paid 
the price when necessary.
I implore Allah the Almighty to grant suc-
cess to our security forces, who selflessly 
perform their duties at our frontiers and 
within our borders for the perpetuity of 
Turkey, and the serenity, security and well-
being of our esteemed nation.
I would like to congratulate wholeheartedly 
our businesspeople, non-governmental or-
ganizations and civil servants who proudly 
wave our glorious flag in all corners of the 
world. With the strength we get from our 
deep-rooted history and long-established 
values, we, as 84 million people, being one 
and together, continue our efforts to ag-
grandize Turkey and steer it towards reach-
ing its goals. 
Thanks to the strength and capacity of our 
health infrastructure, we have successfully 
managed and left behind the most severe 
phase of the coronavirus pandemic that 
has deeply shaken the whole world.
Likewise, in 2020, when the global econ-
omy experienced a contraction of more 
than 3 percent, we ended the year with 
a growth rate of 1.8 percent. We have 
not allowed any weakness to occur in any 

matter, ranging from the fight against 
terrorism to public security, from invest-
ments to the operations we have carried 
out beyond our borders. In this process, 
our strong support to our Libyan brothers 
who are facing attacks from coup plotters, 
and to the Azerbaijani Turks who were 
fighting against the occupation in Kara-
bakh has, thanks be to Allah, changed the 
fate of both countries.
While the coup plotters were defeated in 
Libya, our Azerbaijani brothers also re-
gained their own territories after nearly 
30 years of occupation. We have also 
foiled the attempts to exclude our coun-
try and the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus from the hydrocarbon resources 
in the Eastern Mediterranean. We have 
been carrying on this momentum we 
have gained last year, also in 2021, by fur-
ther strengthening it, thanks be to Allah, 
in all areas, starting with the economy, 
production and exports.
As a nation, we will fight for the realization 
of our cause for a great and strong Turkey, 
by clinging on to our unity, togetherness 
and brotherhood, which are our greatest 
assurances. In this holy struggle we carry 
on, the will of steel, which led the national 
struggle to victory and gave life to our Re-
public, will continue to be our guide today, 
as it has been for the last 98 years. 
With these thoughts, I would like to con-
gratulate our 29 October Republic Day 
once again and wish our nation health, se-
renity and well-being”.
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The ambassador 
said that Indonesia 

takes pride of its 
world class tourist 

destination. It 
receives millions 

of foreign tourists 
from all corners of 
the world annually

Indonesia keen to expand academic 
links with Pakistan: Amb. Adam

PESHAWAR: The Vice Chancellor, Uni-
versity of Peshawar Prof. Dr. Muham-
mad Idrees welcomed the Indonesian 
ambassador Adam Mulawarman Tugio. 
University’s’ Dean Prof Dr Zahid An-
war , Chairman Department of Inter-
national Relations Dr. Syed Hussain 
Shaheed Soherwordi, Registrar Saiful-
lah Khan, Directors and senior admin-
istrative staff members were also pre-
sent on the occasion.
National Anthem of both countries 
Pakistan and Indonesia were played 
at start of the program. During his 
address to the students and staff at 
Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum Auditorium 
the Indonesian ambassador said that 
Indonesian embassy is looking ahead 
to accommodate students of University 
of Peshawar in upcoming higher educa-
tion scholarships phase. 
The ambassador said that his govern-
ment is looking to facilitate students to 
students exchange programs, and Uni-
versity of Peshawar is one-stop to facili-
tate bilateral students to students and 
Faculty to faculty exchange program in 
both the countries.
The ambassador said that Indonesia 

takes pride of its world class tourist 
destination. It receives millions of for-
eign tourists from all corners of the 
world annually. 
However, it is also true that in the ab-
sence of the insufficient marketing and 
promotion the outbound tourists in Paki-
stan are unaware of the huge and diverse 
tourism opportunities in Indonesia. Stu-
dents can play a vital role to design a 3D 
model of all tourists places for better 
promotion. Similarly, Pakistan also offers 
many great opportunities to the interna-
tional tourists such as ecotourism and 
adventure tourism in its northern areas 
and the archeological and heritage tour-
ism in the world famous cities of Taxila, 
Lahore and Mohenjodaro etc.
The Ambassador also mentioned the 
similarities in Pakistan and Indonesia 
regarding culture, tradition, food and 
art etc. As he also presented his book 
to the Vice Chancellor written on the 
said similarities. 
The Vice chancellor, University of Pe-
shawar in his welcome and concluding 
remarks paid gratitude to visiting Indo-
nesian ambassador for his commitment 
to promote and place University of Pe-

shawar among the prominent universi-
ties of Pakistan. 
Vice Chancellor said that Indonesia-Pa-
kistan bilateral relations have seen sig-
nificant development as the two coun-
tries continuously endeavor to expand 
their all-round cooperation including 
in the areas of trade & economy, aca-
demic linkages and tourism, but now 
we will make the educational exchange 
program stronger.
Dr. Syed Hussain Shaheed Soherwordi 
in his address said that Indeed, this 
visit of H.E the ambassador Adam Mul-
awarman Tugio provides us a timely 
platform as students from different 
departments are here and where we 
can discuss, exchange views and learn 
from one another experiences and sug-
gestions to have better understanding 
of the issues and plan better next time 
when organizing promotional programs 
and events. 
Dr Shaheed also sad that Pakistan and 
Indonesia has strong ties as former 
president of Indonesia Sukarno when 
visited Pakistan in 1963. And also there 
is square of his name in Peshawar “The 
Sukarno Square”.

Bureau Report /DNA
PESHASAR: Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Tugio presenting book 

on Indonesia to Vice Chancellor of Peshawar University. DNA



Pakistan values ties with the EU: COAS

RAWALPINDI: Androulla Kaminara, Ambassador of European Union (EU) 
calls on General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS). – DNA

NEWS DESK

RAWALPINDI: Ambassador of European Union 
(EU) Androulla Kaminara called on Chief of Army 
Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa, the Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations (ISPR) said Wednesday.
During the meeting, matters of mutual interest, 
the regional security situation — including cur-
rent situation of Afghanistan — and bilateral co-
operation with EU were discussed.

Speaking on the occasion, Gen Bajwa reiterated 
that Pakistan values its relations with EU coun-
tries. “We earnestly look forward to enhance mu-
tually beneficial multi-domain relations based on 
common interests,” he said. The visiting dignitary 
appreciated Pakistan’s role in the Afghan situa-
tion and efforts for regional stability, and pledged 
on behalf of the EU that it will play its role for fur-
ther improvements in diplomatic cooperation with 
Pakistan at all levels, the ISPR said.
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The EU envoy appreciated Pakistan’s role in the Afghan situation and efforts for regional stability

Saudi Arabia donates two Mosques in Mansehra, Muzaffarabad
DNA       ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia has donated King Abdul 
Aziz Mosque in Mansehra and King Fahd Mosque in Muzaffarabad 
to the Pakistani government and the brotherly Pakistani people.
The handing over ceremony of the gift was held in Islamabad 
Monday. Among others, Minister for Religious Affairs Noor-ul 
Haq Qadri and Saudi Ambassador Nawaf Bin Said Al-Maliki 
were also present on the occasion.
Addressing the ceremony, the Minister for Religious Affairs 
said the two mosques had been damaged in the 2005 earth-
quake, and the local people wanted their reconstruction. He 
said both the mosques have been reconstructed by Saudi Ara-
bia as a gift to the people of Pakistan.
The Minister said Saudi Arabia was among the leading coun-
tries that helped Pakistan during the 2005 earthquake. He 
said Saudi Arabia has the honor to construct mosques all over 
the world.   Noor-ul Haq Qadri, on behalf of the government 
and the people of Pakistan, thanked the Saudi Government 
and the people of Saudi Arabia for this valuable gift.

Speaking on the occasion, the Saudi Ambassador said 
Saudi Arabia has always supported Pakistan in the hour of 
need. Later talking to the media, the Ambassador said Pa-
kistan and Saudi Arabia have deep political and economic 
ties, which will further grow in days to come.
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Ambassador of Turkey visits Sahiwal 
on the invitation of Sohail Anjum 

Ansari Ambassador of Sahiwal



NY Consulate of Pak embassy, 
USPICC agree to boost trade
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NEW YORK: The New York Consulate of 
Pakistani embassy in the US and the US-
Pakistan International Chamber of Com-
merce (USPICC) have agreed to work to-
gether for the promotion of bilateral trade 
and investment between the two countries.
The decision was taken in a meeting be-
tween President USPICC Sajjad Hussain 
Qamar and Consul General New York Ms. 
Ayesha Ali. Secretary-General USPICC Pa-
kistan Chapter Malik Sohail Hussain and 
Talat Gondal, Trade and Investment Coun-
sellor were also present in the meeting.
They agreed to facilitate the export of Pa-
kistani products and fruits to the US and 
join hands to facilitate US based business-
es and businessmen to invest in Pakistan, 
which is offering one of the most attractive 
investment climate in the region. 
They also agreed to encourage their busi-
nessmen from both countries to network, 
exchange delegations, participate in trade 
fairs, exhibitions and endeavour for the es-
tablishment of joint ventures in different 
sectors. During the meeting, both sides 
expressed confidence that their efforts 
will further strengthen economic and trade 
relations for the mutual benefit of the two 
countries. Consul General New York Ms. 

Ayesha Ali informed about the initiatives 
of the Pakistani embassy in the US for the 
promotion of bilateral trade and welfare of 
Pakistanis living there.
She said that we should strive to achieve 
common goals aimed at serving our coun-
try in the best possible way.
President USPICC Sajjad Hussain Qamar 
said that the United States and Pakistan 
have a strong economic and commercial 
relationship, and the US is one of the Pa-
kistan’s largest trading partners and a lead-
ing source of foreign direct investment.
Pakistan Board of Investment (BOI) 
should hold roadshows in the US to pro-
mote opportunities in the energy, real 
estate, education, IT, and other sectors 
of Pakistan, and USPICC is willing to fa-
cilitate BOI for such roadshows in NYC 
and Washington DC, he added. 
Sajjad Hussain Qamar said that Pakistan 
and the United States signed a Trade and 
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) 
in 2003 and began negotiating a Bilateral 
Investment Treaty (BIT) in 2004 which 
should be worked on to get it finalized.  Saj-
jad Hussain Qamar noted that USPICC is 
ready to play its role to facilitate Pakistan 
Embassy, Pakistan Ministry of Commerce 

and other Pakistan government bodies in 
bringing various stake holders from the 
US to create an environment so a bilateral 
trade treaty can become a reality. 
Sajjad Qamar noted that USPICC is looking 
to take a delegation of businessmen from 
US to Pakistan during spring of 2022, Ms. 
Ayesha Ali offered to facilitate USPICC del-
egation to make it a success.  
Malik Sohail Hussain said that the spirit 
of friendship and cooperation should 
be enhanced, and the identified areas 
should be promoted.
He further informed Ms. Ayesha Ali about 
his trip to Washington DC where he met 
with elected Congressmen, local govern-
ment executives and elected officials, uni-
versity and community college officials, 
community and business leaders.  All such 
meetings were organized by USPICC and 
specifically by the tireless efforts of M. Sid-
dique Sheikh, Founder and Chairman of 
BOD Of USPICC.  Mr. Hussain noted that 
Mr. Sheikh has cultivated strong relation-
ships over the course of 50 years, and Paki-
stan Govt and businesses based in Pakistan 
should take advantage of the USPICC’s 
platform to enhance bilateral trade and in-
vestment relations between two countries.
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38th National 
Day of Turkish 
Republic of 
Northern 
Cyprus
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Islamabad Marriott Hotel greets 
new GM & Executive Chef

Maurizio Romani appointed General Manager Karachi Marriott

ISLAMABAD: Marriott Hotel has appointed Mr. David Richard 
O’Hanlon as its new General Manager. The official introduction 
for the new General Manager was made by Mr. Haseeb Gardezi 
– Chief Operating Officer, Hospitality and Education Division, 
Hashoo Group, during the dinner reception held at Islamabad 
Marriott Hotel on 8th November 2021. Maurizio Romani has 
been appointed General Manager Karachi Marriott Mr. David 

has worked in the hospitality industry for more than 25 years in 
South Asia, SE Asia, Middle East, Eastern and Western Europe. 
Prior to joining Islamabad Marriott Hotel, he was the General 
manager at BWH Hotel Group, Thailand. Adding to this, Islama-
bad Marriott Hotel welcomes Mr. Metin Isci, from Turkey, as the 
new Executive Chef, who has over a 20-year experience of work-
ing in five-star hotels, including Istanbul Marriott Hotel.

DNA
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KHUDI – 
The Essence of 
‘Self-Realization’

FROM 1st century BC, the Ro-
man empire had grown in power 
expanding its rule over Europe, 
Mediterranean Africa, and the 

Middle East. By the 2nd Century, it was 
at its peak and the imperial culture, with 
its emphasis on power, risked the val-
ues of scholarship and philosophy from 
ancient times. In the following epoch, 
political thinking was subordinated to 
religious dogma and the ideas of ancient 
Greece were largely neglected. In the 7th 
Century, Islam emerged as a powerful re-
ligion that spread from Arabia into Asia 
and Africa, and also inspired the politi-
cal thinking in Christian Europe. Unlike 
Christianity, Islam was open to secular 
political thinking and urged wide scholar-
ships and the study of other philosophies. 
Libraries were set up in cities throughout 
the Islamic empire to conserve classical 
texts and many scholars incorporated the 
ideas of ancient learning into their prac-
tices. Cities like Baghdad became centers 
of learning and scholars such as Al-Kindi, 
Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, Ibn Rushd and Ibn 
Khaldun emerged as political theorists.
It would then take an immense influence of 
the Islamic culture to bring fresh ideas to 
medieval Europe, as scholars rediscovered 
the classical texts. In the 12th Century, the 
texts that Islamic scholars had preserved 
and translated became a source of inspira-
tion for the Christian scholars, particularly 
in Spain where the two faiths co-existed. As 
the Middle Ages drew to an end, the intro-
duction of secular thinking into intellectual 
life had a profound effect in the West and 
there was a rush to find and translate not 
only the texts but also Islamic commen-
taries. Search for knowledge and a desire 
to seek aspiration were the traits of an 
Islamic society that were gradually under-
stood and adopted by the West.
With the rise of colonialism and fall of 
the Muslim empire, the Muslim society 
was in a dire need of awakening. They 
had slowly let go of their Islamic virtues 
that were keenly observed by the western 
civilization. Many thinkers and reformers 
sought to bring the true spirit of Muslim 
values amongst the masses and in this re-
gard the works of our national poet Allama 
Iqbal are a true asset for every being. Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal (9 November 1877), a 
South Asian poet and ideological innova-
tor was a philosopher, poet, politician, and 

a social reformer. Influenced by Islamic 
determination as well as ancient philoso-
phies, Allama Iqbal, was a huge advocate 
for the revival of Islamic identity while 
promoting independence from slavery and 
western domination. His poetic ideas are 
dominated by the active self that is not 
passive. Being alive and aware is the fun-
damental virtue of being a faithful identity. 
One would have to make an extraordinary 
journey of transformation to embrace that 
divine spark which Iqbal refers to as Khudi 
in his works. According to him, one would 
have to go through many experiences in 
life before finally arriving at the point of 
realization, leading to self-discovery.
In his major works, Iqbal has expressed 
in many ways that the whole universe 
revolves around the nature of the ‘self’. 
The aim of life is not destruction, but it is 
self-awareness and self-knowledge. Asrar-i-
Khudi (The Secrets of the Self), published 
in Persian, was an amazing philosophical 
poetry book of Iqbal. This book deals main-
ly with the individual identity, while his 
other work Rumuz-i-Bekhudi addresses the 
social interaction of an individual. One of 
his masterpieces, the Javid–Nama (Book 
of Eternity) depicts the poet’s journey 
through the universe, guided by the great 
sufi poet, Jalaluddin Rumi, while encoun-
tering a wide range of mythic and historical 
figures. His works also stress on the politi-
cal and social awakening of Islamic civiliza-
tion across the world. His famous lectures 
compiled in the book ‘The Reconstruc-
tion of Religious Thought in Islam’ put 
forth his social and religious philosophy, 
which aims at forming a dynamic and 
democratic society inspired by the life of 
the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him).
Rejecting the idea of Muslims as oppressed 
nation, Sir Dr Muhammad Iqbal went into 
politics as president of All India Muslim 
League, in 1930. His participation in the 
London RT Conferences of 1931 and 1932, 
brought forth an optimistic vision of a so-
cial and political order. He travelled across 
Europe and West Asia to harvest political 
and financial support for Muslim League. 
He influenced the religious thoughts of 
Muslims, not only in the subcontinent but 
also in Europe, Asia, and Africa. His phi-
losophy about religious and political issues 
made him one of the greatest thinkers of 
the 20th century. He revived the divine 
spirit of freedom not only for his contem-

porary Muslim society, but also for many 
generations to come. He did not approve 
of relaxing in mere spiritual aura nor did 
he believe in chanting in the hollow pleas-
ures of the western materialistic approach. 
His ideas were international that were 
open to every race and culture.
Iqbal’s poetry ‘Cheen o Arab Hamara, 
Hindustan Hamara’ depicts the cultural 
unity with the Chinese and Arab world. 
Iqbal’s social and political views that are 
appreciated by the common people of our 
country are more dynamic and global with 
deep meaning that has been widely appre-
ciated by other reformers as well. Many 
scholars and leaders in Iran realized the 
importance of Allama Iqbal’s poetry dur-
ing the rise of the Iranian Revolution of 
1979. Iqbal’s Asrare-i-Khudi and Bal-i-Ji-
breel are very popular in Iran. Ali Sharia-
ti, a revolutionary activist and a sociology 
professor, described Dr Iqbal as someone 
who gave a message of “rejuvenation” and 
“awakening” to the Muslim world.
Allama Iqbal passed away in 1938 but 
even today millions are mesmerised with 
the beauty and effect of his poetry. He 
deciphered the purpose of human exist-
ence, streamlined the philosophy of life, 
and revived the teachings of Islam to 
awaken the masses. He spread the mes-
sage of hope and courage to stand up and 
act collectively for the true Muslim iden-
tity. He believed that self-realization could 
light the spark to live with hope and free-
dom. Human life exists due to movement 
and the spirited breath that flows in it. A 
heart that is full of life is the only secret to 
an active life. Only a humble human that 
realizes its true potential is worthy of be-
ing called the most eminent of God’s crea-
tures. ‘O Nightingale, sing thee, for with 
thy intonation, A falcon’s heart emerges 
in the pigeon’s frail creation, Disguised 
within your heart is the secret of life…’
We all realize the need for a mass awak-
ening in this world, thus Allama’s poetry 
is relevant now more than ever. We wish 
to revive the message of Allama Iqbal 
for our own sake and practice self-aware-
ness in a world that seems to be lost in 
a digital slumber of technology and west-
ern dominated social media. Iqbal was a 
sufi poet and a reformer who believed 
in the supremacy of the awakened soul 
over the frail body and of love over hope-
less enslavement.

Wajeeha Bilal
(Twitter@WajehaBilal)
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador-designate of Norway to Pakistan Albert Ilsaas paid a courtesy 
call on High Commissioner Farzana Zahir this morning at the High Commission. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Norway in a meeting with Ambassador of Saudi Arabia. – DNA



President Ilham gets with 
highest Turkish award
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New building of the Secretariat 
of the Cooperation Council 

of the Turkic-Speaking 
States was also inaugurated

ISTANBUL: The 8th Summit 
of the Cooperation Council of 
Turkic Speaking States has 
kicked off in Istanbul (Turkey), 
Azertag reported on November 
12.Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev attends the event.Prior 
to the event, the heads of state 
and government posed together 
for a group photo.
The Turkish president then pre-
sented the “Supreme Order of 
Turkic World” to Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev.

Earlier, a ceremony to inaugu-
rate a new building of the Secre-
tariat of the Cooperation Council 
of the Turkic-Speaking States has 
been held in Istanbul, Azertag re-
ported on November 12.
President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Turkey 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, 
President of the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic Sadyr Japarov, President 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, President 
of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedov, Prime Minis-
ter of Hungary Viktor Orban and 
Secretary-General of the Coop-
eration Council of Turkic Speak-
ing States Baghdad Amreyev at-
tended the opening ceremony.
The heads of state and govern-
ment raised national flags in 
front of the building and cut the 
ribbon symbolizing the opening 
of the new secretariat building. 



43 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE

EGYPTIAN DEFENCE ATTACHÉ

ISLAMABAD: Spouses of defence attaches based in Pakistan gathered at the 
residence of the wife of the Egyptian defence attaché  Mrs. Nancy Mahmoud for a 

conferee morning. The wife of the Egyptian defence attaché is the President of Cosala. 

Kazakhstan Values Its Relations With Pakistan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ka-
zakhstan Yerzhan Kistafin met Chair-
man Senate Sadiq Sanjrani at Par-
liament House. During the meeting 
both dignitaries discussed exchange 
of delegations at parliamentary and 
trade level between Kazakhstan and 
Pakistan. Chairman Senate Sadiq 
Sanjrani said that excellent economic 
relations between Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan will help further promote 
bilateral cooperation and economic 
and trade relations will also lead to 
significant progress in the develop-
ment of the region.
Chairman Senate praised the steps 
taken to make economic and trade 
relations effective. The Chairman of 
the Senate said that direct air con-
nectivity between Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan would be further enhanced 
and help promote public relations.
Sanjrani further said that “Fraternal 
and friendly relations between the 

two countries are an important part 
of our foreign policy,” the Chairman 
of the Senate said. The Upper House 
has Kazakhstan, Pakistan Friendship 
Group, which can further coordinate 
parliamentary relations between the 
two countries. Ambassador of Ka-
zakhstan praised Pakistan’s culture 
and hospitality and said Kazakhstan 

values its relations with Pakistan.
Kazakhstan’s ambassador told the 
Chairman Senate that delegations 
were gaining momentum at the trade 
level to strengthen trade and eco-
nomic ties. The Kazakhstan Business 
Forum is going to meet in which a 
delegation from Pakistan’s business 
community will participate.
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Serena Hotel’s Annual Hike 
Draws Adventure Enthusiasts

Members of the Diplomatic Community, Government, Armed Forces, Corporate Sector and civil society 
of Serena participated in the hike in pristine autumn conditions. The embassies and missions of 

Austria, Czech Republic, Spain, Switzerland, Netherlands, Yemen, and Maldives were represented
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ISLAMABAD: Serena hosted its 
annual Adventure Hike on the Mar-
galla Hills on Saturday morning fea-
turing a large number of adventure 
and trekking enthusiasts from the 
city. The activity was organized by 
Serena Hotels under the banner of 
Adventure Diplomacy community 
initiative that aims to encourage 
human engagement with nature in 
ways that test physical prowess, en-
durance and commitment. 
Beginning at Trail 4, the trekkers 

traversed the Dhok Jeevan Trail 
of the Margalla Hills National Park 
and were treated at the culmination 
to with a sumptuous breakfast at a 
scenic picnic spot overlooking the 
Talhar Valley. 
Members of the Diplomatic Com-
munity, Government, Armed 
Forces, Corporate Sector and civil 
society of Serena participated in 
the hike in pristine autumn condi-
tions. The embassies and missions 
of Austria, Czech Republic, Spain, 
Switzerland, Netherlands, Yemen, 
and Maldives were represented. 

The chief guest was travel and 
adventure enthusiast, broadcast 
journalist, filmmaker and writer 
Wajahat S Malik, who appreciated 
the mission of Serena Hotels to pro-
vide opportunities for nature lovers 
to come together for vigorous ex-
ercise and share experiences with 
like-minded individuals.  
Under the Adventure Diplomacy 
banner, Serena Hotels regularly 
sponsors a number of adventure 
sports including high altitude 
marathons, jeep rallies, skiing and 
mountaineering activities.
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Diplomatic Football League trophy 
inaugurationat Marriott
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