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The opposition parties that gathered on August 11, under 
the banner of the Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) 

resolved to give tough time to the government especially on 
the issues of the so-called electronic voting system. The govt, 
few days ago, unveiled Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) 
to be used in the next general elections. The opposition 
has unanimously rejected this idea arguing the govt has 
introduced yet another method of manipulating the elections. 
The opposition smells something fishy behind this idea as, 
according to it, the government did not take it into confidence 
on this particular issue.

The PDM is of the view the EVMs experience may not be successful in Pakistan until and 
unless they are tested and tried thoroughly. In last elections, according to the opposition, 
the powers that-be managed rigging through RTS, which at the eleventh hour went out of 
order and thus results were delayed abnormally. Now after that system stands fully ex-
posed, the government now wants to try another one, the PDM believes. The govt must 
have taken on board all the electoral parties before introducing the EVMs because they are 
the stakeholders and thus they have every right to be part of a system that relates to the 
election process. The one sided approach perhaps has cast doubts. The govt says it wants to 
ensure that the next elections are flawless and held in a transparent manner. So, if that is 
the case then why not to take the opposition on board?
On the other hand, opposition parties are still groping in the dark when it comes to evolving 
a joint strategy against the government. At one point in time it became evident that the op-
position may send the govt packing however after some manipulations and lucrative offers, 
the PPP – the main party in the PDM, torpedoes these efforts as it chose to dance to the tune 
of govt wishes. Thus PDM was rendered ineffective. The August 11 meeting sought to instill 
a new spirit into the PDM as PML N President Shehbaz Sharif re-surfaced on the scene. 
PML N, during past few months, has witnessed some internal rifts mainly because Shehbaz 
Sharif is not willing to move ahead in the light Nawaz Sharif philosophy. The latter believes 
in a head-on collision with the establishment while Shehbaz holds a diametrically different 
view on this issue. He believes, PML N can grow faster while being in good terms with the 
establishment, which, in the given scenario, seems to be a logical approach.
In one of his recent interviews Shehbaz Sharif openly admitted that in 2018 PML N 
could have come to power if it would have reached an understanding with the establish-
ment. This is true to a great extent. Shehbaz Sharif as Prime Minister is accepted to all 
stakeholders. There was a risk in introducing Imran Khan and his team because of their 
being new in the field. However, when there was no deal with the PML N, PTI had to be 
elevated. The top PML N leadership is worried these days as it knows this tug-of-war 
within the party will lead them nowhere. Next year shall be the election year and still 
they have not been able to grapple with the internal differences. They genuinely believe, 
if they go to polls with a party that is badly fragmented and disjointed, it would simply 
allow PTI and others to beat them easily. Unlike, the PML N supreme leader Nawaz 
Sharif is said to have told Shehbaz that the establishment was setting him up in order 
to fracture the party. Sources say, Nawaz told his younger brother that offers of prime 
minster ship to him were nothing but bait. Once the party stands fractured, such offers 
shall also be withdrawn and he will be left in the lurch.
All said and done, one thing is for sure that the government is not going anywhere for 
another year. But Pakistan’s history suggests that no prime minister has completed five 
year term. From the face of it, it appears as if Prime Minister Imran Khan may break this 
tradition, yet those close to power corridors still believe the tradition will not be broken. 
They say it is likely that the fresh elections are called before the end of the 
tenure of this government, maybe six months earlier, so if it happens the 
government and prime minister will not complete five years!! 
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Peace, security a pre-requisite 
for  foreign investments

Ambassador of Republic of Korea 
Talks to CENTRELINE, Daily Islamabad POST 

and DNA News Agency

1. Let us begin with Pakistan, South Korea relations 
how would you to describe these relations especially 
in the field of trade and economy?
Korea’s annual trade volume is over 1 trillion dollars and the 
trade volume between Korea and Pakistan is only 1 billion 
dollars. So, trade and economic relations between the two 
countries need to be expanded. Recently joint ventures be-
tween Korea and Pakistan have been created, such as Kia and 
Hyndai in auto industry and Samsung in electronics as well. 
In June two hydro power projects of 1.5 billion us dollars ob-
tained Letter of Intent from the KP provincial government.
2. If you could please touch upon business 
potential that Pakistani markets have for foreign 

investors and how can we further improve business 
environment in Pakistan?
The Pakistani government has done well to make business 
easy for foreign investors. So I see the increase of Korean 
companies in trade and investment. However, there exist 
some aspects to be improved for creating even better envi-
ronment for business. For example, transparency and pre-
dictability are very important in doing business and so more 
sophisticated business regulations need to be introduced.
3. If you could list some of the Korean companies 
doing business in Pakistan?What kind of difficulties 
they experience while operating in Pakistan?
There are Korean companies in various sectors. If I 

SUH SANGPYO

Ambassador of Republic of Korea to Pakistan Suh Sangpyo talked to 
Centreline on a variety of issues. He discussed in detail the ongoing 

cooperation between the two countries. Ambassador Suh also explained 
salient features of bilateral cooperation in the field of agriculture and as to 

how this cooperation can further be enhanced. Here is the text of his interview

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti
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enumerate some of Korean 
companies in Pakistan, there 
are Korea Energy, K-Water, 
Lotter Construction Company in 
hydropower sector, Hyundai and 
Kia in auto industry and Samsung 
and LG in electronics sector.
Most of difficulties that Korean 
companies encountered have been 
resolved thanks to the full assis-
tance by the federal and local gov-
ernments of Pakistan. But as I told 
earlier, some difficulties such as 
unpredictability in doing business 
might be a barrier for Korean com-
panies to come here. Recently an 
abrupt imposition of taxes on the 
imported mobile phones gives dif-
ficulties to Samsung electronics.
4. Korea has been accept-
ing manpower from Pakistan. 
Please tell us is this practice 
still continuing? And how can 
this manpower contribute to 
cementing of relations between 
the two countries?
Pakistani manpower is skillful and 
diligent, so they are welcomed by 
the Korean companies. The Korean 
government established a work visa 
system for the skilled foreign work-
ers. Before the Covid-19 pandemic, 
around 500 Pakistani workers en-
tered Korea under the work visa 
system. Pakistani workers in Korea 
contribute a lot to cement the ties 
between the two countries. Their 
excellent work performance and 
their kindness are well explaining 
Pakistan to the Korean people.
5. Of course conducive busi-
ness environment is essential 
to fetch foreign investments. 

In this perspective how would 
you comment on the regional 
situation particularly relations 
among Pakistan, India and Af-
ghanistan?
Security in a society is one of im-
portant elements to bring foreign 
investments. Therefore, Afghan 
peace process is very important to 
continue to host foreign investment 
in Pakistan. I see the Pakistani gov-
ernment do its best for the peace 
process and on the other hand fenc-
ing the border between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan to prevent happen-
ing abrupt insecurity in Pakistan.
6. Tourism is yet another field 
where both countries can ben-
efit from each other’s experi-
ence. Please share your views 
on this subject.

In 2019 a big Korean Buddhist del-
egation of Jogye Oder visited Paki-
stan to boost Buddhist pilgrimage 
tourism here. Due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, tourist exchanges have 
been limited. Once the pandemic 
is over, we will see a rapid increase 
of Korean tourists here. Other than 
Buddhist heritage, the Northern 
mountainous areas are also famous 
to Koreans. So there is great poten-
tial in touristic exchanges.
7. Your impressions about Paki-
stan and its people?
Pakistan is a huge country with a 
population of 220 million and en-
dowed with natural resources and 
vast farmland. Pakistan is a coun-
try where Indus valley civilization, 
one of three ancient civilizations of 
the world, is originated. So my im-
pressions about Pakistan is amaz-
ing. Pakistan is making efforts to 
do its role as a responsible coun-
try in the world. Pakistani people 
are enjoying their lives in all the 
aspects of society such as culture 
and economy. Even people of Pa-
kistan are very kind to foreigners 
and make them feel at home. Pa-
kistan is a preferred country for 
diplomats to come.
8. Cultural relations
Cultural relations between Korea 
and Pakistan go up to the 4th cen-
tury when Malananda, a Buddhist 
monk from Pakistan, brought Bud-
dhism to the Korea. In 8th century 
Hyecho, a Korean Buddhist monk 
made a pilgrimage visit to Pakistan. 
Now cultural exchanges of the two 
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countries have expanded to various areas. The Korean 
embassy recently held a festival of K-Pop, Korean pop-
ular music and many Pakistani young people attended 
the festival and enjoyed themselves.
KOREAN DELEBATION VISIT
A delegation of the Republic of Korea headed by the 
Rural Development Administrator (RDA), Mr. Hur Tae-
woongcalled on the Prime Minister Imran Khan on Au-
gust 3, 2021 at the PM Office. The high level repre-
sentation from both sides included the Ambassador of 
the Republic of Korea Suh Sangpyo, Foreign Minister. 
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi and Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minister, Mr. Jamshed Cheema, 
Federal Minister for National Food Security and Re-
search, Mr. Syed Fakhar Imamwere present to discuss 
matters of Agricultural Cooperation. The Aeroponic-
Potato Seed production, establishment of Technology 
of Fodder Crops and Chilli Production projects by the 
RDA were appreciated by the Prime Minister. The 
Prime Minister assured of his government support for 
smooth implementation of the projects. The SAPM ap-
prised the Prime Minister on current outcomes and 
opportunities in agricultural cooperation between both 
countries.
The Prime Minister commended Korea-Pakistan Ex-
change and Cooperation on the advanced technical 
assistance through KOPIA in Pakistan and hopes for 
their further collaboration. The opening ceremony of 
KOPIA Pakistan Center was held on August 4, 2021. 
Two countries will work together on the development 
of customized technology in the fields of small agri-
machinery, agricultural inputs, and protected agricul-
ture, in order to modernize the agricultural sector of 

Pakistan. The bilateral cooperation will make a great 
contribution to support Pakistan’s food security goals.
Meanwhile, the Prime Minister Office and the Em-
bassy of the Republic of Korea jointly inaugurated the 
Symposium on “Agricultural Technical Cooperation 
between Pakistan and Korea” on August 3, 2021 at 
Serena Hotel, Islamabad. This symposium was co-or-
ganized by the Pakistan Agricultural Research Council 
(PARC) and Rural Development Administration (RDA) 
of the Republic of Korea. The symposium was attended 
by the SAPM on Food Security, Minister for National 
Food Security and Research, the RDA delegation from 
Korea and dignitaries from KOPIA, PARC and NARC. 
The symposium explored the ongoing and future co-
operation between Pakistan and Korea including the 
potato seed multiplication, and production and R&D 
of Chilli and Fodder Crops.  RDA and PARC agreed to 
strengthen agricultural technical cooperation through 
the KOPIA-Pakistan Center.
On the occasion, Mr. Hur Taewoong shared that 
KOPIA-Pakistan Center and the PARC will jointly de-
velop locally-customized technologies to contribute 
to increasing farmer’s income and developing Paki-
stan’s agro-industry. He mentioned that the two gov-
ernments are opening a new chapter in agricultural 
technology cooperation. Minister for National Food 
Security and Research Syed Fakhar Imam appreci-
ated the Korean RDA projects and reiterated the sup-
port of the incumbent government for sustainable Ag-
ricultural development. He apprised the delegation 
on the Pakistan’s agricultural industry and provided a 
positive outlook for future collaborations.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Republic of Korea Suh Sangpyo hosted lunch for Chief Editor
Daily Islamabad POST, at his residence. Both sides discussed ways and means to further 
strengthen cooperation. Daily Islamabad POST also owns largest circulated diplomatic 

magazine CENTRELINE and Diplomatic News Agency (DNA).

IslamabadPOST
A Credible Daily Newspaper

Chief Editor: Ansar Mahmood Bhatti
Deputy Editor: Abid Raza

dailyisbpost@gmail.com
www.islamabadpost.com.pk A sister concern of 

DNA News Agency & 
CENTRELINE magazine
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Spanish ambassador meets Naval Chief

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Spain to Pakistan Manuel Duran called on Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Amjad Niazi. Both sides 
discussed matter of mutual interest. The Spanish ambassador remained with the Naval Chief for quite some time. – DNA

Islamabad POST gets 
membership of APNS

Daily Islamabad POST completed its one successful year  
of publication in May this year.  The newspapers got the 

APNS membership in minimum possible period

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD:  Daily Islamabad POST has got membership of All Pakistan 
Newspapers Society (DNA), which is the sole body of newspaper owners of 
Pakistan. The APNS is currently headed by DAWN and The News group. 
Daily Islamabad POST completed its one successful year of publication 
in May this year.  The newspapers got the APNS membership in mini-
mum possible period. 
The newspaper management owes a great deal to the leadership of APNS 
and especially the readers, who have been a great source of inspiration 
and encouragement.
The newspaper plans to expand its network by starting editions from 
Lahore and Karachi as well besides increasing the number of pages. It may 
be mentioned here that CENTRELINE magazine, the largest circulated 
diplomatic magazine, is already member of the APNS and member of the 
APNS central executive committee as well.
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CEO and Founder of Monal Group Luqman Ali Afzal 
hosts dinner for the outgoing Kyrgyz ambassador
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Indonesian envoy discusses  
Batik promotion in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Tugio had afternoon tea with Mohsin Qamar, 
CEO Batik Studio Fashion Store in Marriott Hotel. During discussion, they exchanged ideas 

on how the Embassy and Batik Studio Fashion Store can work together to promote Indonesian 
intangible cultural heritage of Batik through exhibitions and competition to design Batik with 

Pakistani motives later this year. – DNA

ISLAMABAD:  
Ambassador of 

Germany bids 
farewell to the 
outgoing Head 

of Press Section 
of the Germany 

embassy 
Christine 

Rosenberger 
and welcomes 

her successor 
Dorota 

Berezicki.
 – DNA
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The Afghan Imbroglio, Regional 
Integration and Pakistan

AFGHANISTAN holds the 
key to enhanced regional 
connectivity and eco-
nomic integration. Sta-

bility in Afghanistan will expe-
dite economic rise of the entire 
region while instability ensures a 
double jeopardy i.e. threatening 
regional security and risking re-
gional economic rise.
 Smooth implementation of almost 
all Regional Integration Arrange-
ments (RIAs) and connectivity 
plans of ECO, SCO, BRI, CAREC 
and CPEC, directly depends on the 
stability of Afghanistan. The three 
Central Asian Republics bordering 
Afghanistan have concrete plans 
in coordination with Pakistan to 
develop Pipelines, Railways and 
Electricity transportation and 
other communications links via Af-
ghanistan. These plans will restore 
Afghanistan to its historical role as 
a transit hub between Central and 
South Asia and beyond. 
Stability in Afghanistan will mate-
rialize the Pakistan-Afghanistan-
Central Asia Corridor supplement-
ing CPEC for generating immense 
socio-economic development for the 
entire region. The Tashkent Interna-
tional Conference entitled “Central 
and South Asia: Regional Connectiv-
ity. Challenges and Opportunities” 
on July 15 2021 has been an excel-
lent effort for regional integration 
on the part of the dynamic leader-

ship of Uzbekistan. The President 
of Uzbekistan, the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, the Foreign Policy chief 
of European Union and the Presi-
dent of Afghanistan addressed the 
inaugural session attended by For-
eign Ministers, experts and heads 
of economic, political, research and 
educational institutions of more 

than 25 countries.
 Getting together hundreds of partic-
ipants for exchange of views and con-
tact details laid the foundation for 
enhanced regional and inter-regional 
connectivity through people to peo-
ple contacts. Uzbekistan’s initiative 
for Termiz-Kabul-Peshawar Railway 

line will be a milestone for develop-
ing Termiz-Peshawar Corridor. This 
Termiz-Kabul-Peshawar corridor in 
turn will serve as a backbone for Cen-
tral and South Asian connectivity. In-
deed it has been the Major Powers’ 
desire to have control over Afghani-
stan in order to have control over 
Central and South Asian integration 
process. This desire has generated 
Major Powers’ conflicting interfer-
ence in Afghanistan historically; at 
least for the last four decades. 
In this regard control over Af-
ghanistan was denied to Soviets 
by USA and other rivals while in 
post 9/11 same has been denied 
to USA. However the global and 
regional geo-political configura-
tion has changed a lot in terms of 
regional countries’ political and 
economic consolidation. The pre-
sent scenario of Afghanistan and 
ongoing peace process demand 
immediate international as well as 
regional attention as the situation 
is worsening day by day. 
The Britain have been relocating 
Afghans who have served and as-
sisted British during the last two 

decades fearing instability, Aus-
tralia has hinted on the closure of 
its mission in Kabul due to uncer-
tainty while America continues its 
phase wise withdrawal. The pre-
sent and future of Afghanistan has 
been analyzed from three dimen-
sions. (i) Local/ Afghan National 

Prof Shabir Ahmad Khan

Uzbekistan’s initiative for 
Termiz-Kabul-Peshawar 

Railway line will be a 
milestone for developing 

Termiz-Peshawar Corridor. 
This Termiz-Kabul-

Peshawar corridor in turn 
will serve as a backbone 

for Central and South 
Asian connectivity
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(ii) Regional and (iii) Global. 
Local Afghan Scenario:
 Afghanistan has been at war with 
itself due to internal ethnic, tribal, 
sectarian, ideological and regional 
divisions. The internal divisions 
have always exposed Afghanistan 
to external conflicting geo-politics. 
Decades of wars have devastated the 
state structure, institutions result-
ing in lack of rule of law. Currently 
the two main groups or forces in 
Afghanistan the incumbent Kabul 
Regime and Afghan Taliban are in 
conflict and negotiations simultane-
ously. The incumbent government 
desires to maintain the status quo 
and prolong their rule. The Afghan 
Taliban striving to topple the govern-
ment and takeover Kabul. If the two 
groups could not reach a consensus 
on power sharing the current insta-
bility in Afghanistan may engulf the 
entire region and resultantly stalled 
regional connectivity. In addition, 
different Afghan groups will find sup-
port from different corners of the 
regions on ethnic and political basis 
giving birth to regional suspicions 
and lack of regional cooperation. 
If Afghan Taliban mainstreamed 
through a negotiated settlement 
it will have positive impact on last-
ing peace in Afghanistan. However, 
if Taliban takeovers Kabul through 
fighting, it will have impact on the 
future Behaviour of Afghan Taliban 
also. Therefore, it is imperative that 
both the groups pressurized by Inter-
national and regional powers/states 
to work towards the success of peace 
process by making compromises. 
Regional Dimension:
 There is a realization in the region 
that without peace in Afghanistan 
the economic rise of the region and 
regional integration plans will re-
main a dream. The neighbours of 
Afghanistan seem decided to encour-
age various Afghan groups towards 
sustainable peace to expedite the 
process of regional connectivity for 
a win-win situation. One has to ac-
knowledge that the regional politics 
have been absorbed by politics at the 
global level due to the major power 
direct intervention in regional secu-
rity complex. It has put limitations 
on the regional states to effectively 
intervene in the peace process and 
play a decisive role. USA is party 
to the deal, its financial aid and as-

sistance can work either way i.e. to 
encourage and push the incumbent 
government to continue resistance 
while can also link aid to culminate 
the peace process into a logical con-
clusion through compromises. Cur-
rently it seems that Kabul Regime 
has been encouraged to continue re-
sistance. Similarly the regional sup-
port of Islamabad, Beijing, Tashkent, 
Tehran and Moscow can pressurize 
Taliban to make compromises and 
reach a consensus on power sharing. 
Global Dimension: 
There seems divergent and compet-
ing interests of major powers in Af-
ghanistan which need to be harmo-
nized for a win-win situation. USA 
has declared China and Russia as 
strategic competitors. USA desires 
and plan to counter China’s rise by 
impeding BRI and 5 aggravating 
situation in Xingjian. It makes the 
regional situation complicated and 
lack of cooperation on Afghanistan. 
However USA cannot blame any 
other country for its unnecessary 
prolonged war in Afghanistan. It has 
spent trillions of dollars but cannot 
blame others for this misadventure. 
For USA there are dozens of ways 
to engage the region positively by 
contributing to regional integration 
through its New Silk Road plan. 
This will have dividends for US 
companies by investing in various 
regional integration arrangements. 
USA has to realize that by physical-
ly stationing in Afghanistan, it could 
not stabilize the country, how it can 
do it by having military bases in the 
region outside Afghanistan? Fur-
ther the Moscow Format, Istanbul 
Process, the Quadrilateral Coopera-
tion Group, SCO Contact Group on 
Afghanistan need to support and 
coordinate their efforts with Doha 
Peace Process to make long lasting 
peace a reality. 
Pakistan’s Role :
Historically Pakistan did recognize 
whichever government came to Ka-
bul. Pakistan has been advocating a 
negotiated political settlement and 
inclusive setup in Afghanistan since 
long. Pakistan has welcomed every 
effort for peace and stability in Af-
ghanistan and played its positive 
role in each endeavor ranging from 
Quadrilateral Cooperation Group, 
Moscow Format, Kabul Process I 
and II, SCO Contact Group, Inter-

national Contact Group on Afghani-
stan, Six Party talks, Regional Eco-
nomic Cooperation Conference on 
Afghanistan and last but not the least 
in the Doha process. Pakistan played 
role in bringing various parties to 
the table under the Doha process. 
However it must be realized that 
Pakistan has limitations, Pakistan 
cannot negotiate for Afghans and it 
is up to the Afghans to reach a con-
sensus on power sharing and chose 
the future setup for their country. It 
must also be realized that bringing 
peace and stability to Afghanistan 
is a 6 shared responsibility and be-
yond the capacity of a single state 
or two. Pakistan has been in contact 
with all the regional states on the is-
sue of Afghanistan. Pakistan realizes 
that the immediate neighbors of Af-
ghanistan are the real stakeholders 
in the peace of Afghanistan and aims 
to contribute to the socio-economic 
development of Afghanistan by mak-
ing it a transit hub between Central 
Asia, Pakistan and beyond by devel-
oping transport and communication 
links. Conclusion:
 The future of regional connectivity 
and socio-economic rise is closely 
linked to the peace and stability of 
Afghanistan while the future stabil-
ity of Afghanistan is closely linked to 
the ongoing peace process. The Cen-
tral and South Asian integration via 
Afghanistan will enable the regional 
countries to capitalize on and maxi-
mally benefit from their comparative 
advantages. This integration will 
also generate immense revenue for 
Afghanistan to reduce its depend-
ence on foreign aid. 
The extra-regional powers have in-
terests in Afghanistan but the neigh-
bours of Afghanistan have stakes 
involved. There must be a coordi-
nated approach at the regional as 
well as global level to make grounds 
for Afghan national reconciliation 
towards unity and peace. Pakistan’s 
path to regional integration passes 
through Afghanistan and therefore 
Pakistan fully supports the ongo-
ing peace process towards a logi-
cal conclusion. The failure of peace 
process will be tantamount to the 
failure of the entire region.

– The writer is the Director 
Area Study Centre 

(Russia, China & Central Asia) 
University of Peshawar
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PM Imran Khan visit to Uzbekistan 
a milestone in  bilateral relations

Deputy Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan  
Furqat Sidiqov talks to Islamabad POST

Q: Excellency, Can you please brief us on 
current activities to further strengthen 
the bilateral cooperation between Uz-
bekistan and Pakistan and what kind of 
events will be held this summer to boost 
dynamically growing relations?     
A: Thank you for your question, indeed the 
main important event convened recently on 
April 14, 2021 was the successful Online Sum-
mit at the highest level convened between 
the leaders of our brotherly countries. The 
outcomes of the April`s Online Summit were  
highly and positively perceived as the fruitful 
candid and active virtual interaction between 
the Heads of Uzbekistan and Pakistan.
President of Uzbekistan H.E. Shavkat Mir-
ziyaev and H.E. PM of Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan H.E. Imran Khan had held in depth 
analyses of the current state of the multifac-
eted relations as well as the ongoing imple-
mentation of intraregional cooperation.
The Road map, as effective monitoring tool 
was approved by the Government of Uzbeki-
stan according to the agreements our two 
leaders which contains the particular dates, 
responsible persons for the implementation 
of the multifaceted projects and identified 
the detailed dimensions for the further ex-
pansion of the trade-economic, investment, 
transport, logistics education tourism and 
people to people contacts.
Our two governments, trade and commerce 
chambers,   non-governmental organizations 
and private businessmen are working very 
hard to implement the agenda and agreed 
mutually beneficial projects between Uzbeki-
stan and  Pakistan.  Indeed, forthcoming high 
level Visit of Hon PM of Pakistan H.E. Mr 

Imran Khan will be next important milestone 
in the history of our two countries as genu-
ine continuation of the political dialogue as 
well as industrial cooperation, widening the 
inflow of the mutual investment, technical 
and scientific educational interaction. The 
Ministry of the foreign affairs of Uzbekistan 
in active cooperation with Ministry of foreign 
trade and investments and other stake hold-
ers are in closest coordination and working 
very hard with Pakistany colleagues and their 
counterparts to prepare the substantial and 
result oriented Visit of Hon H.E. PM of Islam-
ic Republic of Pakistan H.E. Mr Imran Khan 
Prime Minister of Uzbekistan to Uzbekistan. 
Two leaders of Uzbekistan and Pakistan also 
agreed that in nearest days ahead our foreign 
offices will held 1st political consultations. 
Of course  after this event two embassies 
Uzbekistan`s in Islamabad and Pakistan`s in 
Tashkent will actively engage and cooperate 
with the relevant ministries trade and com-
merce chambers,   non-governmental organi-
zations and private businessmen to prepare 
the fruitful agenda for our leaders during the 
forthcoming high-level event.
No doubt that the forthcoming high-level visit 
will be a continuation of the active interaction 
of the leaders of the two countries to discuss 
on joint actions for cooperation in the areas 
of economic affairs, transport connectivity, 
defense, security, as well as a partnership in 
combating against the pandemic. 
It`s worth to mention that such active, open 
and candid interaction between the heads of 
Uzbekistan and Pakistan is of great impor-
tance not only for bilateral relations but also 
for intraregional connectivity.
Q.: Excellency, we want to ask about the 
Project of the Century – the construc-
tion of the Mazar-i-Sharif - Kabul - Pe-
shawar railway line. Please brief us on 
significance of this project for all parties 
involved in it, as well as for the develop-
ment of Uzbek-Pakistani relations and 
the Central Asian region in particular.
A: This significant trilateral project will pro-
vide a completely new transport and transit 
corridor Central and South Asian countries. 
It diversifies the transport flows of the re-
gion. Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul-Peshawar route 
with subsequent access to the ports of Kara-
chi and Gwadar will allow us to significantly 
reduce export and import costs.
From the position of South Asian countries, 
commissioning of Trans-Afghan railway cor-
ridor to Pakistan direction will significantly 
reduce the delivery time of goods to/from 

Central Asia, the CIS and Europe. 
For example, if the project would be fully im-
plemented, the transportation of goods from 
Pakistan to Uzbekistan will have to spend not 
35 days, but only 3-5 days. Instead of move-
ment of almost a month, this will take less 
than a week. In means the reducing the cost 
of transporting goods, which means saving 
money. According to preliminary calculations, 
laying the route will reduce cost of transport-
ing of one container by almost 3 times.
According to expert estimates, the cost of 
transporting goods from Tashkent to Karachi 
will be almost 1.5-2 times cheaper than the 
existing ones. Continuing this logical chain, 
we can already predict that an increase in the 
profitability of transportation will automati-
cally contribute to an increase in freight traf-
fic and interregional trade.
The launch of Mazar-i-Sharif-Peshawar rail-
way will also create a powerful platform for 
achieving inclusive economic development 
for Pakistan and will also contribute to the ex-
pansion of the transport and communication 
network within Afghanistan. Moreover, Mazar-
i-Sharif-Peshawar line will become part of the 
broader infrastructural connectivity of Central 
and South Asia. Taking this opportunity, I 
would like to congratulate both brotherly na-
tions on such high achievements. I am happy 
to mention that by strong will of our leaders, 
Uzbekistan and Pakistan are becoming main 
partners, whose cooperation only strengthens 
projects for the sustainable development of 
the peoples of South and Central Asia. 
Q.: Your Excellency please brief us on 
the development of trade and economic 
cooperation between Uzbekistan and Pa-
kistan and what areas can be considered 
the most promising in in this area?
A: Our countries have a great mutual interest 
in further increasing of the volume of mutual 
trade. By the great efforts of all ministries 
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan especially of 
the Foreign Office and the Ministry of com-
merce, the Hon Adviser to Prime Minister 
of Pakistan for Commerce and Investment 
H.E. Abdul Razak Dawood effective measures 
are being taken by Pakistan side to speed up 
negotiation process on bilateral Preferential 
Trade Agreement.
According to Statistical Committee of Uz-
bekistan in 2020 bilateral trade with Pakistan 
exceeded $123 million.   In January-May 2021 
the trade turnover between Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan amounted to 69.4 million (+ 260%).
Today, over 140 enterprises with Pakistan 
operate in Uzbekistan. Their activities are 

Furqat Sidikov, Deputy 
Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan
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mainly related to trade, pharmaceuticals, 
textiles, paper, leather goods and food pro-
duction. In March 14-18 of this year the 
delegation of the Ministry of Transport of 
Uzbekistan headed by the Deputy Chair-
man of "Uzbekistan Railways" visited the 
Pakistani seaports in Karachi and Gwadar. 
Negotiations were held on the creation of 
the first off-dock terminal of Uzbekistan 
in the seaports of Pakistan. An agreement 
was reached on the organization of joint in-
termodal transportation 
of Uzbek goods to the seaports of Pakistan. 
In April Pakistani logistics company TCS or-

ganized the first direct delivery of Pakistani 
cargo from Karachi directly to Tashkent in 
transit through Afghanistan.
May Uzbek forwarding company "Asad 
Trans" in collaboration with Pakistan trans-
port company "Best Trans Pvt. Ltd. " for the 
first time realized a pilot logistic project on 
direct delivery of Uzbek export cargo from 
Tashkent directly to Faisalabad through the 
territory of Afghanistan. According to the 
will of our leaders the activities Intergov-

ernmental Commission for Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation has been renewed and 
it was agreed to that the next session of 
this Commission will be held in July 2021 
in Tashkent. 
Having said this let me point out that Uzbeki-
stan considers Pakistan as a reliable and prom-
ising partner in the region of South Asia. 
Taking into account the potential of our 
countries, as the trust and partnership ex-
panded and mutually beneficial cooperation 
strengthened then in near future two sides 
may open the new page of the interaction 
based on the strategical partnership bonds 
and principles.
Q: As you know Excellence, our two coun-
tries are linked by close cultural and his-
torical ties, the rich heritage of the Uz-
bek and Pakistan people is highly valued 
and revered in both countries. Please tell 
us about how cultural and humanitarian 
ties between Uzbekistan and Pakistan 
are developing today.
A: Pakistan is cradle of civilizations closely 
linked with Uzbekistan and Central Asia. We 
have a lot of similarities are connected by one 
religion, single school of Islamic teaching, ta-
sawwuf and fiqh, common centuries-old histo-
ry associated with the Baburid dynasty, com-
mon traditions and values and even language.
There are more than 40 thousand identi-
cal words in the Uzbek language and the 
Urdu language. Many people in Pakistan 
can say: my roots are in Bukhara, Samar-
qand or Fergana and so on.

The Baburid dynasty left in Pakistan an in-
valuable historical and cultural heritage that 
contributed to the creation of a unique civili-
zation in the region, including literature and 
art. And this is the solid foundation of unique, 
strong and friendly Pakistani-Uzbek relations.
In February of this year, we jointly organ-
ized an opening ceremony of the “Center 
for Babur’s Legacy” in Punjab University 
during of which held a contest among 70 
students who presented their paintings 
dedicated to Baburid’s dynasty in Pakistan 
etc. It should also be said that the rich sci-
entific and literary heritage of the Uzbek 

people is highly valued in Pakistan, great 
scientists and thinkers Abu Ali ibn Sino, 
Alisher Navoi, Zakhiriddin Muhammad 
Babur and others are honored. 
In Uzbekistan operates “International 
Babur’s Foundation” who IA will work closely 
with the “Center for Babur’s Legacy” in Pun-
jab University in order to promote the herit-
age of the Baburids in Pakistan as well as to 
organize joint conferences dedicated to the 
life and work of our great common ancestors.

		  President of Uzbekistan           		  Prime Minister of Pakistan
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Staff Report
ISLAMABAD:  “ASEAN has transformed into 
a vibrant 10-member Organization, an increas-
ingly integrated economic community, and a 
central pillar of regional architecture. Pakistan 
needs to prioritize five areas of cooperation 
with ASEAN, which include: strengthening 
of Pak-ASEAN connectivity, support for the 
business communities to comprehensively 
upgrade economic cooperation with ASEAN 
countries, focus on tourism, explore avenues 
of cooperation in Science & Technology, IT 
and higher education and lastly deepen our 
cultural exchanges.” This was stated by Paki-
stan’s Foreign Secretary, Mr. Sohail Mahmood 
who was the Chief Guest at the Pakistan-ASE-
AN Experts Dialogue titled, “Pakistan-ASE-
AN: Shared Future and the Way Forward“, 
organized by the Centre for Strategic Perspec-
tives (CSP) at the Institute of Strategic Stud-
ies Islamabad (ISSI), in collaboration with the 
Indonesian Embassy and the ASEAN Commit-
tee in Islamabad (ACI).  
The members of the ASEAN Committee in Is-
lamabad included the Chairman of the Commit-
tee, Adam M. Tugio, Indonesian ambassador 
in Islamabad; Nguyen Tien Phong, Ambassa-
dor of Vietnam; Abdul Mubdi Osman, Charge 
d’Affaires, High Commission of Brunei Darus-
salam; Lutfee,  Charge d’Affaires, Embassy of 
Thailand; San Yu Kyaw, Minister Counselor, em-
bassy of Myanmar; Dan Erwin Bagaporo, Third 
Secretary and Vice Consul, embassy of Philip-
pines; and Deddy Faisal Ahmad Salleh, Charge 
d’Affaires, Malaysia who joined on zoom.
Speakers from Indonesia and Pakistan made 
short presentations on three dimensions of 
Pakistan-ASEAN cooperation including politi-
cal and security cooperation; economic collab-
oration; and socio-cultural cooperation. The 
speakers included: Dr. Dewi Fortuna, Indone-
sian Academy of Sciences; Dr. Fithra Faisal 

Hastiadi, Executive Director of Next Policy; 
Dr. Shofwan Al Bana, Executive Secretary, 
ASEAN Study Centre; Ambassador Aizaz Ah-
mad Chaudhry, DG, ISSI; Dr. Usman Chohan, 
Director, Economic Affairs, CASS; and Ambas-
sador Mian Sanaullah, former ambassador of 
Pakistan to Indonesia.
Director CSP, Najam Rafique moderated the 
dialogue and said that it seeks to bring together 
experts and practitioners of policy together to 
make recommendations for a comprehensive 
engagement between Pakistan and ASEAN 
under Pakistan’s Vision East Asia and Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s desire for geo-economic 
engagement with regional countries.
Earlier, in his welcome remarks, Director Gen-
eral ISSI, Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry 
said that this is the start of a process, and that 
such dialogues help in generating ideas for fu-
ture engagement. The Chairman of the ASE-
AN Committee in Islamabad, H.E.  Adam M. 
Tugio in his introductory remarks stated that 
this is a good forum to increase collaboration 
between ASEAN and Pakistan and it is time to 
extend the scope of this relationship by having 
multidimensional cooperation.
During Session-I, titled, ‘Pakistan-ASEAN: Po-
litical and Security Cooperation’, Ambassador 
Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, in his presentation, 
shed light on the changing world order, declin-
ing multilateralism, US-China rivalry in Asia-
Pacific and its effects globally. He further stat-
ed that we require a delicate balancing act and 
that Pakistan must increase its cooperation 
with ASEAN and a quantum leap is required 
in this regard. Prof. Dr. Dewi Fortuna, in her 
presentation stated that we must look at the 
ASEAN’s vision of inclusivity and work on two 
areas of cooperation, the normative sphere 
and the technical areas. Dr. Dewi further said 
that there is great potential for Pakistan-ASE-
AN relations.
In the Session-II on ‘Pakistan-ASEAN: Dimen-
sion of Economic Cooperation’, Dr. Usman 

spoke at length about Pak-ASEAN economic 
relations. He appreciated Pakistan’s foreign 
policy shift to geo-economics and expressed 
his optimistic views on building deeper eco-
nomic ties. Dr. Fithra Faisal Hastiadi offered 
a succinct analysis on effectively tapping the 
economic potential of ASEAN. He said that 
in the modern era, although the geographical 
distances have reduced to nothing yet the non-
geographical distances do matter. He shed 
light on cultural and political barriers in this 
regard. He said that ASEAN region is highly 
dynamic and offers an interactive window to 
the interested players on the basis of soft and 
open regionalism. He suggested that an inter-
active strategy must be followed for productive 
and effective outcomes.
In the Session-III on ‘Pakistan-ASEAN: Future 
of Socio-Cultural Cooperation’, Ambassador 
Mian Sannaullah stressed upon considering the 
social network of ASEAN countries.  Talking 
about the concept of ASEAN community, he 
elaborated on its three main pillars: political-
security, economic and socio-cultural. He said 
that the impact of social and cultural linkages 
cannot be ignored in Pakistan-ASEAN relations. 
Dr. Shofwan Al Banna in his presentation sug-
gested that exchange of inspirational ideas and 
personalities are of critical importance. He re-
ferred to the works of Pakistan’s national poet, 
Muhammad Iqbal who is a well-known literary 
figure in Indonesia. He said that there is ample 
room for cooperation in the fields of academic 
exchange and people-to-people contacts.
The dialogue concluded with remarks by Am-
bassador Tugio with a proposal for an interac-
tive engagement between Pakistan and ASE-
AN in order to analyze each and every aspect 
of Pak-ASEAN relations. In his vote of thanks, 
Chairman BoG, ISSI, Ambassador Khalid 
Mahmood thanked all the participants for mak-
ing this dialogue a successful event while mak-
ing a case for nurturing socio-cultural ties and 
economic linkages with the ASEAN countries. 

Pakistan needs to prioritize 
cooperation with ASEAN: FS

Pakistan ASEAN 
Experts Dialogue 
“Pakistan-ASEAN: 

Shared Future and the 
Way Forward” held at 
ISSI in collaboration 
with ASEAN group 
countries; dialogue 

concluded with remarks 
by Ambassador Tugio 
with a proposal for an 

interactive engagement 
between Pakistan 

and ASEAN
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Pleasantly surprised by diverse 
history of Pakistan: Swiss envoy
Trade relations 

between Pakistan and 
Switzerland are about 
600 million USD per 
annum, which is not 
a lot considering the 
size of the Pakistani 
market. We could do 

more. It depends very 
much on the economic 
framework – political 

and economic stability, 
stable exchange rate 
etc. - and the level 

playing field for 
foreign companies

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Swit-
zerland to Pakistan Benedict de 
Cerjat in his recent media interview 
talked about his impressions about 
Pakistan and various touristic attrac-
tions of Pakistan. Besides, the ambas-
sador also talked about trade and eco-
nomic cooperation between the two 
countries. Ambassador Benedict de 
Cerjat hoped trade volume between 
the two countries will increase. Here 
is the text of his interview.
Tell us about your experience 
living in Pakistan so far, Did you 
like our people, our culture?
I have been pleasantly surprised by 
the extraordinarily diverse and im-
pressive history of this land. I did 
not know, for example, that the In-
dus River Civilization was actually 
the very first one we can call a civili-
zation. Since my arrival, I have been 
able – even under COVID restric-
tions – to visit several interesting 
places along the Grand Trunk Road: 
Rawat Fort, Taxila, Swat, etc. Moreo-
ver, my Embassy teamed up with 
UNESCO, the European Union and 

the World Bank to publish this book 
by Salman Rashid “From Landi Ko-
tal to Wagah”, celebrating the Grand 
Trunk Road and those who left their 
mark on the history of Pakistan. 
2. Pakistan and Switzerland have 
signed an agreement on the re-
ciprocal promotion and protec-
tion of investments. Tell us more 
about this agreement? 
The Bilateral Investment Treaty be-
tween Pakistan and Switzerland has 
been in force since 1996 and has been 
pivotal to the increasing attractive-
ness of Swiss companies to invest in 
Pakistan. The success of this treaty is 
evident from the fact- that over the last 
ten years, Switzerland has been one of 
the top 5 foreign direct investors in the 
country with an investment of more 
than 1 billion USD in Pakistan. 
3. How do you see the Pakistani 
community living in Switzer-
land? 
The Pakistani community in Swit-
zerland is relatively low in numbers, 
around 3’000 individuals only. They 
reside throughout the country but 
predominantly in the German-speak-
ing part of Switzerland- i.e. the cities 
of Zurich, Basel and Bern. Pakistani 
citizens are playing a constructive 
role in the social and economic fab-
ric of our society. The majority of Pa-
kistanis working in Switzerland are 
in upper management and at senior 
level positions in all major sectors 
such as in the banking, insurance, 
pharmaceutical, engineering, and 
educational fields in Switzerland.
4. How are the economic rela-
tionships between Switzerland 
and Pakistan? 
Trade relations between Pakistan and 
Switzerland are about 600 million USD 
per annum, which is not a lot consider-
ing the size of the Pakistani market. 
We could do more. It depends very 
much on the economic framework – 
political and economic stability, stable 
exchange rate etc. - and the level play-
ing field for foreign companies.

5. Switzerland is known as the 
heaven on earth because of its 
landscape and mountainous 
beauty, have you visited our 
North side? Did you like our land-
scape and mountainous sites?
Yes, during my first year in your 
country, I have visited a few beauti-
ful places in the Northern Areas of 
Pakistan. Since the Swat Valley is fa-
mously called “the Switzerland of Pa-
kistan”, I started my journey there 
and I was not disappointed. I have 
seen Barikot, Saidu Sharif, Islam-
pur (a great place to buy pashmina 
shawls!), Bahrain, Kalam, Ushu and 
Mahodand Lake. I went back in Feb-
ruary with a group of European col-
leagues and we enjoyed some skiing 
in Malam Jabba. 
A very nice place! More recently, 
I was in Chitral and I loved it. The 
roads are bumpy but it was worth 
the effort. I was in Garam Chashma 
(close to the border with Afghani-
stan) and to the Kalash Valley.  

Special Correspondent

Ambassador of Switzerland 
Benedict de Cerjat
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Malaysian Charge de 
Affaires Deddy Faisal 
hosts farewell lunch 
for the outgoing 
Japanese DHM
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Kazakhstan at 30: 
Achievements & 

Future Prospects

Due to numerous and constant 
structural reforms its national 
economy has been diversified up 
to optimal levels of productivity, 

innovation and renewables orientations. 
Its banking system is the biggest in terms 
of deposits, finances, operations and 
mortgaged assets in the whole region. Its 
financial system is resilient, restructured 
and remolded up to the requirements of 
global system and BASEL.   
According to latest report of the World 
Bank (2019-2020) Kazakhstan has a GDP 
of above $180 billion. It is the largest 
economy in Central Asia, accounting for 
more than half of the region’s GDP.
Unemployment is low 4.9 percent in 
2020. It joined the World Trade Organisa-
tion in 2015 which further strengthened 
its economic ties with the outer world. 
Strategic vision of the government pro-

vides great opportunities for local en-
trepreneurs. The government plans to 
increase the number of people employed 
in SMEs to 4 million compared to 3.3 
million in 2020, thus increasing the GDP 
share of SMEs to 35 percent by 2025 
compared to 31 percent in 2020.
Constant structural reforms in economy, 
administration, business, trade and in-
dustries have transformed into biggest 
recipient of Foreign Direct Investments 
(FDIs) in the Central Asia. It was ranked 
25th in the World Bank’s Doing Business 

Report 2019. It has attracted over $330 
billion in the FDIs since 1991 which has 
increased 16-fold since independence. 
Now Kazakhstan accounts for approxi-
mately 70 percent of FDI into Central 
Asia. According to Kazakhstan statistical 
data (2020) around 50 percent of FDI in 
Kazakhstan has been attracted from the 
EU, including $96.6 billion from the Neth-
erlands, $16.7 billion from France, $8.7 
billion from Belgium, $6.8 billion from 
Italy and $5 billion from Germany. 
Kazakhstan has been introducing compre-
hensive reforms in recent years to strength-
en protection for investors, abolishing red 
tape, and transparent tax system and sup-
port domestic and international investors, 
businessmen and entrepreneurs. In this 
context, Kazakhstan was ranked 34th in 
the 2021 Index of Economic Freedom (in 

comparison with 59th in 2019) among 180 
countries which is again highest among the 
CIS countries.  The Astana International 
Financial Centre (AIFC) was established in 
2018, aimed at making Nur-Sultan a finan-
cial hub in the region.
It has stable, and accommodative po-
litical system in which opposition has 
stakes to participate in the decision mak-
ing process of the government.  On politi-
cal front, parliamentary elections were 
held on 10 January 2021, to elect mem-
bers of the Mazhilis and local representa-
tive bodies. The elections were the first 
since the implementation of new national 
guidelines designed to further increase 
the openness, fairness and transparency 
of Kazakhstan’s electoral system. 3 out 
of 5 political parties gained enough votes 
to win seats at the lower house of Parlia-
ment following the election.
In this regard, Kazakhstan president H.E. 
Kassym Jomart Tokayev has successfully 
institutionalized concepts of “Listening 
Stat” in the hierarchy of government’s 
vertical and horizontal presentations. In 
this connection, Kazakhstan was ranked 
29th in the UN E-Government Survey 
2020 among 193 countries (compared 
to 39th in 2019) the highest among CIS 
countries. According to the Constitution 
of Kazakhstan, it has a presidential form 
of governance. 
Executive power is shared by the govern-
ment, while legislative power is exercised 
by Parliament consisting of the Senate 
and the Mazhilis.
Right from the beginning, President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev introduced vari-
ous meaningful political, law, civil, and ju-
dicial reforms in the country aimed at mod-
ernising the political system and ensuring 
protection of human rights. It included, 
establishment of the National Council of 
Public Trust, an advisory body under the 

Dr Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan

Kazakhstan is the “biggest” 
economy of the Central 
Asian Region which has 

also “plentiful” of natural 
resources. It celebrates 30 
years of its independence 

in 2021. During these 
years it has successfully 

“transformed” its 
macro-economy which is 

now stable and sustainable 
with bright prospects
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President to conduct open dialogue with 
representatives of the public, legal formali-
sation of an institute of parliamentary op-
position, 30 percent  quota for women and 
young people to be included in political par-
ties’ candidates lists, decriminalisation of 
libel, liberalisation of peaceful assemblies 
and registration of political parties, lower-
ing the threshold for political parties to 
enter Parliament from 7 percent to 5 per-
cent, joining the Second Optional Protocol 
to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, thus abolishing the death 
penalty and last but not least, strengthen-
ing the role of the Ombudsman for Human 
Rights which has now further strengthened 
its political stability and democratic norms 
in the country.
It seems that substantial reduction of elec-
toral threshold, relaxation in formation of 
political parties, paradigm shift from indi-
rect elections to direct, further empower-
ment of women, free role of media, NGOs, 
civil society, and last but not least inclu-
sion of very young people in the various 
elections has now further revolutionized 
the process of politicization and democ-
ratization in the country. In this context 
most recently held “Akim Elections” in 
rural areas of Kazakhstan through direct 
votes has consolidated true spirits of de-
mocracy in the society at the gross-root 
levels.  It has strong political commitment 
having strategic vision to play a wider 
global role and widen its strategic partner-
ship with South Asia especially with Paki-
stan which was among the first few states 
to recognize it in 1991.
It aims to become among the 30 most ad-
vanced countries in the world by mid-centu-
ry, while shifting from a resource-intensive 
growth model to one that is cleaner, more 
innovative and more diversified. Reaching 
those goals will require further substantial 
reforms to improve public governance, to 
make the economy more open and competi-
tive, to promote greener growth and to pro-
mote more equal access education, employ-
ment and economic opportunity.
Right from the beginning, Kazakhstan 
initiated a series of reforms to introduce 
spirits of decentralization and a modern 
free market model to achieve the desire 
goal of socio-economic prosperity, mas-
sive industrialization and eradication of 
poverty and generation of new jobs. It 
successfully transformed the outlook of 
political canvas by changing its one-party 
government to a multi-party democratic 
system. Over the past 30 years Kazakh-
stan has established diplomatic relations 
with 186 countries and transformed into 
one of the dynamically economies of the 
region and world alike. On the front of 
external relations, Kazakhstan has imple-
mented a multi-layered foreign policy to 
establish good relations worldwide and is 
a world leader in the movement to ensure 
nuclear security. 
On 29 August 1991, Kazakhstan closed 
the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site and 
gave up the fourth largest nuclear arse-
nal in the world. It contributed to the es-
tablishment of the Central Asian Nuclear 

Weapons Free Zone (CANWFZ) in 2009. 
A Low-Enriched Uranium Bank under the 
auspices of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) has been established 
on the territory of Kazakhstan.
It has now become hub of diplomacy, con-
flict resolution, interfaith harmony and last 
but not least, multiculturalism. Kazakhstan 
plays a crucial role in enabling the ‘Belt 
and Road’ initiative. Kazakhstan accounts 
for 70 percent of transit traffic passing 
from China to Europe and vice versa.
It previously hosted two rounds of nuclear 
talks between the P5+1 and Iran. Kazakh-
stan convened the Conference on Interac-
tion and Confidence Building Measures 
in Asia (CICA), which now consists of 
27 member states. It is also a found-
ing member of the Eurasian Economic 
Union which was established in 2014. It 
may also be recalled that Kazakhstan be-
came the first Central Asian country to 
be elected as a non-permanent member 
of the United Nations Security Council 
for 2017-2018. Moreover, Kazakhstan is 
an active participant of regional projects 
being as a co-founder of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and the 
Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking 
States (CCTS). It became the first post-
Soviet and the first Muslim-majority coun-
try to chair the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in 
2010, and hosted the first OSCE summit 
in eleven years, which adopted the Astana 
Commemorative Declaration towards a 
Security Community.
Kazakhstan successfully chaired the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
in 2011-2012. Kazakhstan hosted the 
EXPO 2017 International Specialised Ex-
hibition in Nur-Sultan with the theme of 
Future Energy.
Kazakhstan has made a significant con-
tribution to the settlement of the Syrian 
crisis through the Astana Process, which 
provided a platform for negotiations be-
tween the Syrian government, the armed 
opposition and the guarantor states Rus-
sia, Turkey and Iran. Contribution to re-

building of Afghanistan is a major priority 
for Kazakhstan.
Kazakhstan has rich ethnic diversity 
which is indeed core strength of its state 
and people alike. There are approximately 
140 different ethnic groups and almost 
4,000 religious organisations operating 
freely across the country representing 18 
religious denominations. The key ideas of 
ethno-politics were devised during 1993 
by former president, founder and father of 
the nation H.E. Nazarbayev. It was derived 
from Kazakhstan’s century’s old civiliza-
tion, rich traditions, culture and customs 
based on the preservation of interethnic 
harmony, ethnic diversity, equality of citi-
zens regardless of ethnic affiliation as well 
as instruction in proper patriotism
It has been pioneer of interfaith harmony 
in the region and the world alike. It has 
been judged as the best tolerant country 
in the region by many regional as well as 
international organizations of humanities.   
The largest ethnic group is Kazakhs 68.5 
percent. Other ethnicities include: Rus-
sians 18.9 percent, Uzbeks 3.3 percent, 
Uighurs 1.5 percent, Ukrainians 1.4 per-
cent, Germans 1.0 percent and Koreans 
0.6 percent. Every three years, the capital 
Nur-Sultan hosts the Congress of Leaders 
of World & Traditional Religions to pro-
vide a forum for religious leaders to dis-
cuss the core issues facing the humanity 
and communities worldwide. 
The UN Human Development Index 
(2020) ranked Kazakhstan 51st in the 
(compared to 76th in 1999) the highest 
among CIS countries. Being prominent re-
gional expert of Kazakhstan & CIS I fully 
endorse structural reforms of Kazakhstan 
president H.E. Kassym Jomart Tokayev 
which has actually revolutionized its 
macro-economy, politics, civility, society, 
judicial system, administration, govern-
ance, foreign policy, trade & commerce 
potential, inflows of FDIs, joint ventures 
and last but not least brightened its future 
socio-economic prosperity, industrial pro-
ductivity and connectivity with all the re-
gional countries. 



Tapping Gawadar’s Economic 
Potential to the maximum

22 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE

Gawadar, a port city with 
breathtaking and mesmeriz-
ing coast line can undoubt-
edly be developed into a 

major tourist attraction of Pakistan. 
Conceived as a natural deep water 
port in early nineties, its scope has 
increased manifold over the years. In 
2015, with the launch of CPEC, a pi-
lot project of China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), Gawadar assumed 
a crucially important strategic place 
in connecting Western China with 
Middle East, Central Asia, Africa 
and Europe for materializing opti-
mal benefits of shared development 
by easing trade, tourism and cultur-
al ties in the region.
Rightly dubbed as ‘Jewel of CPEC’, it 
is an ideal location for industry, busi-
ness and tourism to thrive, with huge 
potential of generating economic ac-
tivities and numerous employment 
opportunities. According to a con-
servative estimate, once developed 
fully, Gawadar free economic zones 
may generate economic activities 
worth $13 Billion dollar annually.
Gawadar South Free Zone covers 66 
acres of land; whereas North Free 
Zone, inaugurated by Prime Minister 
during his recent visit to Gawadar on 
5th of July 2021, is planned to be de-
veloped over more than 2200 acres 
of land, making it almost 35 times 
greater than the South Free Zone. 
It would offer huge investment op-
portunities to the business commu-

nity, both local and foreign. Notable 
Chinese investors expressed their 
commitment via video link to tap Pa-
kistan’s huge economic potential by 
investing more than $100 Billion in 
Gawadar Free Zones in various labor 
and investment intensive projects.
On this occasion, other projects in-
augurated by the Prime Minister 

under CPEC framework included es-
tablishment of Agriculture Industrial 
Park, Gawadar Expo Center, Gawa-
dar Animal Vaccine Plant, Lubricants 
Plant and Gawadar Fertilizer Plant. 
Moreover, two MOUs were also 
signed between Government of Paki-
stan and Chinese companies for the 

installation of a desalination plant 
and a power house to provide clean 
drinking water and affordable clean 
energy to address two of the major 
issues plaguing the area. Besides all 
this, the construction of East Bay 
Expressway would go a long mile in 
improving upon connectivity of Ga-
wadar port with Karachi, the lead-
ing industrial and business center 
of the country for the promotion of 
economic activities in the region.
In short, Prime Minister’s recent 
visit to Gawadar would usher in 
a new era of economic growth in 
the region by boosting efforts to 
connect Gawadar with rest of the 
country by improving upon com-
munication infrastructure, mas-
sive industrialization by roping in 
foreign direct investment, and tak-
ing on board all major neighboring 
countries like Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman, Egypt and Kenya.
One window facilitation process to en-
sure ease of doing business is need of 
the hour to lure in foreign investors. 
Cognizant of the fact, Federal Govern-
ment is taking practical steps to clear 

hiccups in the process by developing 
a robust mechanism with the help of 
Balochistan’s provincial government. 
Besides all these development initia-
tives aimed at the development of Ga-
wadar as a hub of business activities 
and a buckle in the belt of China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI).

 Abdul Rashid Shakir

Gawadar South Free Zone 
covers 66 acres of land; 

whereas North Free Zone, 
inaugurated by Prime 

Minister during his recent 
visit to Gawadar on 5th of 
July 2021, is planned to be 
developed over more than 

2200 acres of land, making 
it almost 35 times greater 
than the South Free Zone
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‘Circling In’: Deciphering Taliban’s 
Strategy for Control of Afghanistan  

THIS was certainly not the best of 
welcomes Abdul Rashid Dostum 
received on his return back from 
Turkey. Soon after he landed 

in Afghanistan, Taliban captured She-
berghan – the capital of Jawzjan province 
bordering Turkmenistan – considered 
stronghold of the notorious warlord. 
This happened on Saturday, August 7, 
2021. And it was the second provincial cap-
ital Taliban took within 24 hours. Zaranj, 
the capital of southern Nimruz province 
bordering  Iran became the first provin-
cial headquarters to fall to resurgent Tali-
ban a day earlier, on Friday, August 6. 
Not only that it depicts a hostile welcome 
for Dostum who was getting a ‘treatment’ 
in Turkey; but the fall of Zaranj and She-
berghan together with other recent  
happenings in the raging war between 
Taliban and government forces give us 
several indications about the unfolding 
strategy of Taliban. On Sunday, August 
8, Taliban are reported to be closing in 
on city center of Konduz, capital of the 
northern province with the same name 
bordering Tajikistan. Fighting is also said 
to be raging intensely in Heart, Helmand 
and Kandhar provinces. 
So what does it tell us about Taliban’s 
progress so far and strategy for the fu-
ture?  Until the turn of August, Taliban 
were already controlling an overwhelm-
ing share of the countryside while the 
cities were, and mostly remain till now, 
under the control of government forces. 
Taliban claimed controlling 85% of coun-
try’s land – which seemed realistic as 
most of the countryside is rural – while 
even an American general admitted few 
days ago that they [Taliban] control ‘half’ 
of the country. 
It seems very likely now that within next 
few days Taliban would be controlling 5 
to 7 provincial capitals, probably more. 

But the areas that have fallen to Taliban 
already or are going to fall soon to them 
give a very clear message. 
Control of Zaranj, means Taliban are now 
in-charge of trade route leading from 
Afghanistan to Iranian port of Chaba-
har. Fall of Dostum’s stronghold Jawzjan 
means Taliban not only control border 
with Turkmenistan but also overlook 
trade-routes with Uzbeksitan passing 
through nearby Balkh province. 
Tajik president has already made it 
known to the world that militia controls 
his country’s border with Afghanistan. 
Actually, several hundreds of Afghan na-
tional forces’ troops ran away into Tajik 
territory fleeing Taliban attack a few 
days ago. Some also fled to, and were 
given a safe passage by, Pakistan not far 
away from Tajik-Afghan border. 
Taking Heart, and Kandhar would mean 
Taliban have seized control of much, 
rather all, of border with Iran and also 
with Pakistan’s Balochistan. While entire 
Kandhar is yet to fall, Taliban already con-
trol border crossing of Spin Boldak with 
Pakistan – in fact having started to dictate 
terms of cross-border movement to Paki-
stani counterpart authorities managing 
Chaman-Spin Boladak crossing. Afghan 
government authorities stated a few days 
ago that customs revenue has decreased 
significantly as Taliban controlled many of 
the country’s border posts – drying up the 
main source of revenue for Kabul. 
So militia is making it clear that before 
they make any major move on Kabul, 
they are aiming for taking control of ma-
jor international routes except for the 
air-traffic. Wakhan strip is already under 
their influence. 
Internally, while Taliban did not rush to-
wards provincial capitals until start of Au-
gust, they were in control of many of inter-
provincial roads and also partially asserting 

control over roads between major provin-
cial capitals and Kabul. With recent and 
upcoming gains, Taliban would be more in 
position to cut Kabul off from many of pro-
vincial capitals. Soon, it seems. 
So the developments and moves so far tell 
us that ‘Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’ 
– as Taliban formally name themselves – 
are following a strategy of ‘circling in’, on 
the center of power, gradually. 
Yet, it is not going to be easy or smooth 
for them. Government forces, though 
highly demoralized, still control air pow-
er and airports of the country. So not 
only airpower may make Taliban retreat 
from certain gains but a complete block-
ade of Kabul is also not possible – it is 
clear to Taliban as well.  Besides, govern-
ment forces are also backed by lethal and 
unmatched airpower of US / NATO forces 
and bombing on advancing Taliban’s posi-
tions has been intensified in recent days. 
Yet, bombing is not a feasible response 
when the militia had already entered cit-
ies as it means huge collateral damage. 
As Taliban capture cities, they are releas-
ing Taliban and other prisoners from the 
jails. More vehicles, equipment and am-
munition in coming in their hands adding 
to their prowess. 
It all indicates one of the bloodiest pe-
riods in Afghan history, ahead. Advance 
towards Kabul may take months, but 
even before that a lot of bloodshed is 
very much likely, all across the country. 
It is never too late, though. Let us hope 
that Taliban, Afghan regime in Kabul and 
other factions may somehow reach a ne-
gotiated arrangement – the earlier, the 
better. Unfortunately, the prospects for 
that are not really bright. 

– The author is Founding President 
of the Eurasian Century Institute, 

Islamabad-Pakistan and may be 
accessed at irfanzad@gmail.com  

Irfan Shahzad Takalvi 



Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan regular 
direct flights from Sept: envoy
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Zafar Bakhtawari hosts reception; Chief Organizer, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Senator Saifullah Khan Nyazee acknowledged the role & efforts of the 

outgoing envoy to further bilateral ties between Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan



ISLAMABAD: Erik Beishembiev, Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic 
to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan has said his country was keen to 
further strengthen and diversify relations with Pakistan adding there 
existed huge business potential between the two brotherly countries.
Ambassador Erik made these remarks during a farewell reception 
hosted in his honour by Zafar Bakhtawar, Chairman Pakistan, Cen-
tral Asia Friendship Association. Ambassadors from Central Asian 
countries, Senator Saifullah Nyazee and other prominent personali-
ties attended the reception. Senior central leader of PTI Syed Nu-
man Shah, Syed Amir Daood Shah were also present.
He added, direct chartered flights between the two countries have 
made it easy for peoples of both sides to visit each other. The ambas-
sador hinted at regular flights to be commenced this year in September 
thus making connectivity much easier. He said his country provided 
gateway to other Central Asian states besides being a hub for the rest of 
the world.  Likewise, he said like Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan was also benefi-
ciary of the GSP+ status owing to which dozens of products could land 
in the European markets with zero tax. Pakistani businessmen, he said, 
can also benefit from this facility. 
The Kyrgyz ambassador further said, Kyrgyzstan is rich in water 
resources, which are used for electricity production by a number 
of hydropower stations. My country is a member of the project 
CASA-1000, which is aimed at bringing surplus electricity from 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan hydropower stations in summer times 

to Pakistan through the territory of Afghanistan.
Kyrgyzstan is interested in development of short transportation links 
through its territory between Central Asia and China and Pakistan 
with access to Gwadar and Karachi ports using railway and automobile 
roads, which are being constructed in the framework of CPEC Pakistani 
and Kyrgyz businessmen may open joint ventures on textile production 
as Kyrgyzstan is already a major supplier of textile goods to Russia and 
Kazakhstan and Pakistan is one of the world’s top textile producers. 
Of course, agriculture and livestock are dynamic sectors, where both 
sides can explore opportunities of opening joint ventures on agricul-
tural products processing to increase exports to Eurasian Economic 
Union, European Union or Arab world, he added.
Chief Organizer, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Senator Saiful-
lah Khan Nyazee acknowledged the role & efforts of the outgoing 
envoy to further bilateral ties between Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan 
and extended his heartfelt felicitation to the newly appointed am-
bassador of Republic of Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan. 
Zafar Bakhtawari prominent businessman and Chairman Pakistan, Cen-
tral Asia Friendship Association earlier in his welcome remarks lauded 
services of the outgoing ambassador. He said during his four year ten-
ure relations between Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan touched new heights. 
Zafar Bakhtawri added, Pakistan attached huge importance to the Cen-
tral Asian region adding the upcoming visit of the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan Imran Khan to Uzbekistan is a clear manifestation of our huge 
interest in the region. He said, when it comes to regional peace and 
stability, Central Asia holds key therefore mutual collaboration among 
the regional countries was a good omen. 
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Ansar M Bhatti



Turkish ambassador hosts ceremony to 
commemorate July 15 Day when valient 
Turkish people thwarted coup attempt
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Dr.  Amineh’s “GEMS and JEWELS: 
The Religions of Pakistan” launched

Murree Brewery Company sponsored the book; the company will continue 
to support such initiatives in the coming days as well: Asfanyar

RAWALPINDI: Dr. Amineh Hoti, a well-
known author and researcher’s book 
“GEMS and JEWELS: The Religions of 
Pakistan” was launched at the Christian 
Study Centre, Rawalpindi. 
The Book was sponsored by Murree 
Brewery Company Limited, distinguished 
guest such as Dr. Qibla Ayaz the chair-
man of Islamic Council and Isphanyar 
Bhandara the Chief Executive of Murree 
Brewery Company Limited were present 
there along with the representatives of 
different religions in Pakistan. 
Ambassador of Nepal also attended the 
book launch ceremony. 
The author of the book, Dr. Amineh Hoti 
said that the book and the launch event was 
sponsored by Murree Brewery Company 
Limited, she took this opportunity to thank 
the chief of Murree Brewery Company 
Limited Mr. Isphanyar Bhandara.
People perceive Pakistan as a Muslim na-
tion only throughout the globe, though peo-

ple from different religions reside in this 
country too and in this book Dr. Amineh 
Hoti has discussed these religions thor-
oughly.  Furthermore, she added that she 
named the book “GEMS and JEWELS” be-
cause she believes people residing in Paki-
stan with different faiths are the real gems 
and jewels of Pakistan. Lastly, she thanked 
each and every one of the guests and peo-
ple part of the launch ceremony. 
At this occasion, the Chief Executive of 
Murree Brewery Company said, “People 
from different faiths residing in Pakistan 
are wishful of a prosperous and peaceful 
Pakistan, with patience, resilience and 
discipline he minorities of Pakistan are 
enjoying their lives with freedom in the 
country and this brotherhood amongst 
everyone in the country shall forever re-
main intact for the positive upbringing 
of the country.” 
While talking about the book, Bhandara 
added that this book along with the facts 

about different religions of Pakistan has 
also brought to light the notion of inter 
faith harmony and the historical facts about 
these religion and reading this book will 
most definitely help our young generation 
know more about the different people with 
different faiths in the country. 
The Executive Director of the Christian 
Study Center Bishop Samuel also spoke on 
the occasion and praised the author for put-
ting up a great work. He said in Pakistan all 
religions were co-existing peacefully add-
ing Pakistan government needed to be sup-
ported in its efforts regarding protection of 
rights of the minorities. 
This book is showcasing the soft image of 
Pakistan where we tell the world the peo-
ple of all faith living in Pakistan peacefully.  
This is not just a book but it is a service to 
the motherland. This book will help build-
ing positive image of Pakistan amongst 
the global world and proves, Pakistan is a 
peace striving nation.

Ansar M Bhatti



29 LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE   |   www.centerline.com.pkCENTERLINE



Chairman 
REIT Zahid 
Latif Khan 
fetes Kyrgyz 
ambassador
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ISLAMABAD: Bulgarian Ambas-
sador Ms Irena Gancheva said 
that Bulgaria is serious about 
expanding trade, economic and 
political relations with Paki-
stan and she started her diplo-
matic assignment as  an ambas-

sador to Pakistan  two months 
ago. She expressed these views 
during a meeting with Zafar 
Bakhtawari, Chairman Pakistan 
Cultural Forum at her embassy 
in islamabad today. 
Ahsan Bakhtawari and Waqar 
Bakhtawari were also present on 
the occasion. The Bulgarian Am-

bassador said that peace in Af-
ghanistan is important not only 
for Pakistan but for the whole 
world and Pakistan's efforts in 
this regard are commendable. 
She said that the next govern-
ment of Afghanistan should have 
international acceptance and it 
Global and constitutional issues 
must be taken into account which 
will lead to the regional peace 
stability and development.   
Zafar Bakhtawari, chairman of 
the Pakistan Cultural Forum, 
said on the occasion that after 
Russia, the United States has 
also left Afghanistan without 
forming a joint government and 
now all its responsibilities fall 
on Pakistan , Afghanistan's and 
their neighboring countries. We 
must work together to bring 
peace to Afghanistan.
Waqar Bakhtawari called for the 
development of trade relations 
with Bulgaria and assured full co-
operation from his organization in 
this regard. Zafar Bakhtawari pre-
sented his book "Jahan Dost" to 
the ambassador on the occasion.

Minister invites Argentina companies to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Leopold Francisco Sahores Ambassador of Argentina in 
Pakistan called upon the Federal Minister of National Food Security 
and Research Syed Fakhar Imam in Islamabad today.  Federal Minis-
ter for National Food and Security Syed Fakhar Imam welcomed the 
Ambassador of Argentina in Pakistan Mr. Leopold Francisco Sahores. 
Fakhar Imam discussed agricultural trade between the two countries. 
He said that Pakistan has immense agricultural capacity which can 
allow Pakistan to increase its exports. He hoped that Argentinian pri-
vate companies would invest in Pakistan and bring value added tech-
nologies to the agriculture of Pakistan. 
Federal Minister said that we will initially set up a trial of low-cost 
grain storage technology from Argentina and eventually its outreach 
will be multiplied. He continued that the two countries should in-
crease bilateral trade in agriculture. 
H.E. Leopold Francisco Sahores Ambassador of Argentina in Paki-
stan said that the agricultural bilateral trade between the two coun-
tries has immense potential.  He said exchange of agricultural tech-
nologies can enhance the productivity of agriculture in Pakistan and 
thus should be a primary area of focus.

Bulgaria keen to deepen relations 
with Pakistan, says Ambassador Irena

DNA

Staff  Report



CEO Serena Hotels Aziz Boolani 
hosts farewell dinner for Kyrgyz 
and Azerbaijan ambassadors and 
welomces Kazakh ambassador
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Naval Chief awarded UAE’s 
highest military award

Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi is the 
first Naval Chief to receive this Medal

Islamabad:	 Chief of the 
Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi has been con-
ferred with the highest Military 
Medal of the United Arab Emir-
ates, during an impressive award 
ceremony held at UAE Embassy 
in Islamabad.
The Medal was conferred to the 
Naval Chief by His Excellency 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander of UAE Armed forces in 
recognition of his outstanding 
professional services and efforts 
to enhance bilateral relations 
and cooperation between the 

two brotherly countries.
Admiral Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi is the first Naval 
Chief to receive this Medal.
Pakistan and UAE enjoy close 
and cordial relations in defense 
sector. Both the brotherly coun-
tries’ military leadership ex-
change visits regularly. 
In 2018, President Dr. Arif Alvi 
had conferred Hilal-i-Imtiaz 
(Military) upon Rear Admiral 
(PILOT) Saeed Bin Hamdan Bin 
Mohammed Al Nehyan Com-
mander, UAE Naval Forces in 
a special Investiture ceremony 
held at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad.

Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Za-
far Mahmood Abbasi and senior 
officials were also present in the 
ceremony.
During the visit, Rear Admiral 
(PILOT) Saeed Bin Hamdan Bin 
Mohammed Al Nehyan Com-
mander, UAE Naval Forces also 
called on President Dr. Arif Alvi. 
Speaking on the occasion, the 
President said that Pakistan and 
UAE have longstanding strategic 
and close political relations. 
He added that both countries 
maintain similarities of views on 
all important regional and inter-
national issues.

Staff Report
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Climate Change and Pakistan

Asserting "Architects 
of our destruction" is not 
wrong for this issue. Lands, 
waterbodies and seasons 

are our world's greatest treasures. 
They are critical to our climate and 
provide a livelihood to around a bil-
lion people in and around them.  
Climate change is the greatest 
threat to our planet basically, it is 
expounded as the average tempera-
ture and weather conditions at a 
particular place over time about 11 
to 40 years. It is comprised of sev-
eral factors which consist behavior 
of winds, air pressure and temper-
ature etc. Today human activities 
have influenced climate change di-
rectly or indirectly on this planet. 
The major contributors of climate 
abnormalities are emissions of com-
bustion of fossil fuels and industri-
alization which affects the composi-
tion of the global atmosphere. 
Thus it became distinctively clear 
how human activities have con-
tributed to global warming over 
the years. Ever since the industrial 
revolution man has kept advancing, 
over a century and a half of indus-
trialization, deforestation, large 
scale agriculture, we have reached 
the point where the amount of 
greenhouse gasses in the air is 
more than what it ever was in three 
million years. These greenhouse 
gasses increase the temperature of 
our environment, resulting in large 
amounts of glaciers melting all over 
the world risking massive floods, 
threats of extinction of wildlife and 
in general a hotter environment all 
around the globe. 
Pakistan “The Land of Pure” is wit-
nessing a scale of destruction and 
devastation. Long live Zindabad 
Pakistan is at the utmost terrify-
ing stage. It is among the countries 
that are going to see catastrophic 
consequences if temperatures con-
tinue to rise. Land of beauty has 
moved from water affluent country 
to stress country, plains to barrens.
Though our nation contributes 
less than 1 percent of the world’s 
greenhouse gases, it is most likely 
to be affected by changing climate. 
It is at greatest risk for a fact it is 
lagging in 13th SDG ; Climate Ac-
tion, one of the main targets of 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
Pakistan is at the point where any 
slight increase in temperature will 

have harsh results.
Southern Pakistan (Sindh in par-
ticular) has been facing heat waves 
for many years which is a symptom 
of Global Climate Change. Similar-
ly, droughts have reduced the river 
flow resulting in disruptions of 
agriculture which in turn affected 
Pakistan’s economy, food produc-
tion and necessities of life. Climate 
change has emerged as an impor-
tant driving force behind floods in 
Pakistan.
Floods have not only displaced 
about 20 million people and their 
properties but also affected the In-
dus River basin by heavy monsoon 
rains. Coastal areas of Karachi, 
Badin and Thatta have also been 
threatened because of rising sea 
levels by global warming. Shiver-
ing effects of Climate Change on 
Pakistan such as the recession 
of Himalayan glaciers, monsoon 
rains, extreme events of heat 
strokes, floods, droughts, destruc-
tion of the irrigation system, low 
yield of crops, degradation of eco-
systems and shifting of biomes has 
been multiplying day by day. 
The major sources of GHG (Green-
house Gases) emissions in Pakistan 
are the Energy and agriculture sec-
tor. It has been our government’s 
prime responsibility to have laws 
and procedures in place to follow 
for the reduction of GHG emis-
sions and control the amount of 
pollution in the air. We should take 
major steps towards this cause. 
These are essential building blocks 
on which the foundation of our in-
dustry will survive for the decades 
to come.
In Pakistan, various initiatives 
such as Green Pakistan Program, 
Billion Tree Tsunami Program, 
Sustainable Forest Management 
Rehabilitation of Indus Delta Man-
groves for Future Program are un-
derway to deal with deforestation 
to promote sustainable forest man-
agement across the country. Both 
adaption and mitigation are re-
flected in the country’s policy and 
implementation approach. 
Moreover, programs such as “Clean 
and Green Pakistan” and “Recharge 
Pakistan” have been launched. Sev-
eral projects are also working side 
by side as Project Clean-Green and 
Green Hope under British Coun-
cil Citizens Program, that aims to 

create aware-
ness among 
youth and 
communities 
on climate 
crisis. Thus, 
these coun-
trywide tree 
plantation drives 
provide a natural solu- tion to 
restore depleted forest and miti-
gate climate change. 
For the mitigation of GHG emis-
sions, many companies and in-
stitutes host a green drive every 
month, where they plant trees in 
their vicinity. Planting more and 
more trees is the most natural so-
lution to the growing environmen-
tal threats to our planet. The new 
regulations set by certain govern-
ments force the big car manufac-
turers like Toyota to design cars 
that pass their carbon emission 
requirements. Those models are 
then sold across the globe benefit-
ting everyone. Nowadays we do not 
see cars with smoke coming out of 
their tailpipes, this was not a regu-
lar feature until a decade ago. Fac-
tories are not planted in the vicin-
ity of residential areas but rather 
in the outskirts of cities to provide 
cleaner air for people to breathe. 
GHG emissions not only contribute 
to climate change but the harmful 
toxins in the air cause many respir-
atory issues as well. These steps 
are surely slowing down the pro-
cess but are not enough to stop and 
restore the balance of our environ-
ment. We must proceed towards a 
cleaner future. Electric vehicles, 
improved methods of agriculture 
production, a new sustainable re-
newable energy source, these are 
just a few things which will ensure 
a better future for generations to 
come, provided we act now. 
It has taken man centuries of igno-
rance to bring us to a point where 
we cannot avoid it anymore and it 
will take several decades to fix it – 
if we act now. Global warming is a 
worldwide occurring phenomenon 
and it affects the whole world, and 
this is a time we truly accept it and 
do act towards a better tomorrow 
than today for long live Pakistan. 

– The writer is student of BS 
(Centre of Environmental 

Sciences) University of 
Sindh, Jamshoro)



Serena Hotels 
fets Pakistani 
Mountaineer Sirbaz 
for Everest Ascent
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Serena hosts Musical Grand 
Finale of Sarangi Season 5 

CEO Serena Hotels South and Central Asia, Aziz Boolani says  
“Serena has promoted the arts and intercultural activities  

to inspire a culture of peace and hope
DNA

ISLAMABAD: A star studded grand finale 
event was held on Friday evening at Ser-
ena Hotels to conclude the Season 5 of 
Serena Hotel’s Sarangi countrywide mu-
sic talent hunt competition.  The event, 
held with full Covid-19 SOPs including 
social distancing and vaccination card 
checks, was attended by prominent mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps, business 
community and Islamabad societygath-
ered to listen to the musical performanc-
es and the announcement of winner.
The First Lady Samina Alvialongwith 
jury members Shehzad Roy and Sarmad 
Ghafoor as well as CEO Serena Hotels 
Aziz Boolani jointly announced the re-
sults. The judges declared the contest a 
tie between Ali Baloch from Islamabad 
and Ghayas Haider from Lahore.
A call for submissions had been given 
earlier this year through Serena Ho-
tel’s social media platforms as a result 
of which 5 talented contestants, hailing 
from diverse backgrounds and different 
parts of the country, were shortlisted for 
the grand finale. The contestants also 
included Ayesha Afzal from Pakpattan, 
AddenSohail from Faisalabad and Fida 
Mughal from Neelum Valley, Kashmir. 
This year’s Sarangi jury panel once 
againconsisted of renowned figures of 

music industry including singers Shezad 
Roy andZoe Viccajiand music producer 
Sarmad Ghafoor.
Sarangi is a Cultural Diplomacy initiative 
of Serena Hotelsand aims to promote 
the arts and culture of Pakistan. Since 
its inception in 2017, the Sarangi initia-
tive has givena large pool of promising 
musical talent from around the country 
a platform to be discovered, polished and 
become the nation’s rising star. 

Ayesha Rasheed from Lahore, who was 
the winner of Sarangi Season 4, also per-
formed a powerful rendition of “Lambi-
Judai” on the occasion.  Speaking to the 
press, Shehzad Roy said, “I am blown 
away by the talent that is to be found all 
over Pakistan. It was a tough challenge 
for us judges to select only five people 
from the 50 shortlisted submissions, but 
we tried to do justice.”
“With the dearth of a proper music in-
dustry and opportunities for younger 
people, projects like Sarangi gives 
young musicians a platform to work to-
wards and be heard on a larger platform. 
The final prize which is a song recording 
and music video is so apt and something 
I would have truly valued when I first 
started pursuing music,” commented 
ZoeViccaji via a video message.
CEO Serena Hotels South and Central 
Asia, Mr. Aziz Boolani, speaking at the 
occasion, said: “Serena has promoted 
the arts and intercultural activities to 
inspire a culture of peace and hope. 
And we truly believe in giving recogni-
tion and platform to the emerging art-
ists that need recognition. I am grate-
ful to the judges and the guests for 
coming together to support this initia-
tive and encourage the creative talent 
that Pakistan possesses.”
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The MoA aims to bring together the expertise 
of Pakistan’s leading business school at NUST, 

and Serena Hotels as a leading hospitality 
brand, to offer women graduates of NBS a 
valuable training opportunity for hands-on 

experiential learning and training in the 
field of hospitality management in a 
structured and professional setting
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Serena Hotels, NUST sign 
MoU for trainee programme

ISLAMABAD: Serena Hotels 
signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA) with Nation-
al University of Science and 
Technology (NUST) to induct 
female graduates from NUST 
Business School (NBS) into 
the Serena Management Train-
ee Programme. 
Engr. Javed Mahmood Bukhari 
HI (M), Rector of NUST, graced 
the MoA signing ceremony 
along with the Pro-Rectors and 
the Dean of NBS, and represent-
atives of the business and hospi-
tality sectors. 
The MoA aims to bring to-
gether the expertise of Paki-
stan’s leading business school 
at NUST, and Serena Hotels as 
a leading hospitality brand, to 
offer women graduates of NBS 
a valuable training opportunity 
for hands-on experiential learn-
ing and training in the field of 
hospitality management in a 
structured and professional set-
ting. The one-year programme 
will provide the Management 

Trainees with immersive learn-
ing to equip them with a ho-
listic view of the business, as 
well as understanding the in-
ter-relationships between dif-
ferent functional departments. 
The training is envisaged as an 
accelerated pathway that will 
help unlock their advancement 
to higher-level management po-
sitions in the industry. 
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. 
Aziz Boolani, CEO Serena Ho-
tels South and Central Asia, 
said that the number of female 
professionals in the hospital-
ity sector is traditionally low. 
As a leading hotel chain, Ser-
ena Hotels makes every effort 
to encourage women in their 
professional development for 
assuming higher positions, in-
cluding the leadership role. 
There is no doubt that com-
panies can deliver greater 
business impact and be more 
competitive by fostering an eq-
uitable and inclusive workplace 
for women and men. 

Mr. Boolani added that Serena 
Hotels is the recipient of the Em-
ployer of Choice for Gender Bal-
ance and Economic Dividends 
for Gender Equality (EDGE) 
Certification by International Fi-
nance Corporation (IFC), World 
Bank. The Company is also a 
member of the Male Champion 
of Change (MCC) coalition - a 
global initiative working towards 
achieving gender equality in the 
workplace.
“Our country has immense po-
tential in tourism. High-quality 
education and training pro-
grammes can expose profession-
als, especially women, to world 
class training so they can lead 
the country to excellence in the 
hospitality sector,” said Engr. 
Javed Mahmood Bukhari HI(M) 
in his remarks on the occasion.
Mr. Aziz Boolani expressed his 
gratitude to the Rector NUST, 
the Dean of NUST Business 
School Dr. Naukhez Sarwar and 
the Serena team for making the 
collaboration possible. 

Staff Report
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"Made in Azerbaijan" products in the Pakistani markets
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: With the initiative of the Embassy of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan to Pakistan, Gazelli Group, the first local natural 
cosmetics producer company of Azerbaijan, was introduced in Pa-
kistan in order to sell "Made in Azerbaijan" products in Pakistan.
Mrs. Narmin Ismayilova, CEO of Gazelli Group who is in Pa-
kistan for this purpose, held bilateral meetings with a number 
of Pakistani companies operating in this field, and informed 
them about local and natural products manufactured by Gazelli 
Group. She emphasized that her company is ready to do the 
necessary works to sell the high quality natural products of 
Gazelli Group in the Pakistani market.
During the meetings, an agreement was reached to sell the 
products of the Azerbaijani company Gazelli Group in the 
D.Watson chain of stores of Pakistan, which sells many differ-
ent brands from around the world.  Waqar Zafar Bakhtawari, 
Managing Director of Pakistan's D.Watson chain of stores, ex-
pressed interest in the products of Gazelli Group, a well-known 
brand of Azerbaijan, and told that they will visit Azerbaijan 
soon to get acquainted with the company's factories.

Malaysia offers
scholarships to

Pak students
Priority will be given to the 

following areas of study: Economics 
and Banking, Business Management, 

Science and Technology

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The Malaysian Technical Co-
operation Programme (MTCP) has invited 
full time postgraduate Master’s Degree Pro-
grammes students from the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan to apply for MTCP Scholarship for 
the Academic Year of 2021/2022.
All applications are to be submitted through 
online application system via the link  
https://biasiswa.mohe.gov.my/INTER/
Full time postgraduate students are invited to 
take Master's Degree Programme in 20 Ma-
laysian Higher Learning Institutions including 
Universiti Malaya (UM), Universiti Kebang-
saan Malaysia (UKM), Universiti Sains Malay-
sia (USM), Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM), 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) Univer-
siti Islam Antarabangsa Malaysia (UIAM), Uni-
versiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS), Univer-
siti Teknologi MARA (UiTM)
Priority will be given to the following areas 
of study: Economics and Banking, Business 
Management, Science and Technology (not in-
cluding nursing, medicine, clinical pharmacy), 
International Relations and Diplomacy, Public 
Policy and Governance, Agriculture and Live-
stock and Social Science.
For more information, the applicants may visit 
the following website to have more information 
https://biasiswa.mohe.gov.my/INTER/
index_criteria_MTCP.php

PID (I) 708/21








