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ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
__ ister Imran
Khan will

directly en-

gage  with

y the  public

via tele-

phone to-

morrow (Tuesday), PTI

Senator Faisal Javed Khan
said on Monday.

Taking to Twitter to make
the announcement, Faisal
Javed said that under the
initiative of ‘Ap Ka Prime
Minister Ap Kai Sath’ [Your
Prime Minister With Youl],
the prime minister would
take direct telephone calls
from the public at 1:30 pm
on Tuesday. The telephonic
conversation between the
prime minister and the pub-
lic would be broadcasted
live on television, radio and
digital media platforms, the
senator added.

This is not the first time
that Prime Minister would
be interacting with the pub-
lic on the telephone.

IIOJK not
India’s
internal
matter: FM

SAIFULLAH

ISLAMABAD, Foreign Min-
. ister  Shah
Gty \f,,‘ Mahmood
' Qureshi
Monday cate-
gorically said
Jammu and
Kashmir was
not India’s internal matter
and the final settlement of
the dispute lay in the reso-
lutions of United Nations
Security Council (UNSC).
“Let me be clear: Jammu &
Kashmir is an international-
ly recognised dispute on the
UN Security Council agen-
da,” he said in a tweet.
The foreign minister men-
tioned that the UNSC res-
olution called for “free and
impartial plebiscite under”
the UN auspices to resolve
the dispute.
“Nothing about J&K can be
India’s internal matter,” he
said.
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Ghani lauds
Pak role in

Afghan peace

We will always support “Afghan-led-
Afghan-owned” peace process based
on [the] mutual consensus of all
stakeholders: Gen Bajwa

SpPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Pak Army

RAWALPINDI: Afghanistan President Ashraf values ties with

Ghani on Monday lauded Pakistan’s sincere and
positive role in the Afghan peace process as he
met Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed

Bajwa in Kabul.

UK: COAS

The army chief arrived in Kabul on a day-long

visit, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR)
said in a statement. Chief of Army Staff General
Qamar Javed Bajwa (left) and Afghanistan Pres-
ident Ashraf Ghani (centre) meet in Kabul on

May 10, 2021. — ISPR

The ISPR said matters of mutual interest, cur-
rent developments in the Afghan peace process,
enhanced bilateral security and defence cooper-
ation, and the need for effective border manage-
ment between the two brotherly countries were
discussed during the meeting.

Chief of the Defence Staff UK was also present
during the meeting, while Director General
Inter-Services Intelligence Lieutenant General
Faiz Hamid accompanied COAS during the visit.
In call with COAS Bajwa, US defence chief re-
iterates commitment to ‘maintaining strong’
ties with Pakistan In meeting with COAS Bajwa,
UK defence chief appreciates Pakistan’s efforts
for Afghan peace process COAS, in his meeting
with President Ghani, reiterated that a peaceful
Afghanistan means a peaceful region in general

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: General Sir Nicholas Pat-
rick Carter, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS),
UK called on General Qamar Javed Bajwa,
Chief of Army Staff (COAS).

During the meeting matters of mutual

interest, regional security situation par-
ticularly current developments in Afghan
Peace Process and measures to further
enhance bilateral and defence cooperation
were discussed. COAS also offered condo-

lences on sad demise of His Royal High-

and a peaceful Pakistan in particular.

“We will always support “Afghan-led-Afghan-
owned” peace process based on [the] mutual
consensus of all stakeholders,” the army chief

said.

Meanwhile, the Afghan President thanked

ness Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh
and said that the world has lost a highly
respected friend.

Visiting dignitary appreciated Pakistan’s
sincere efforts for peace and stability in
the region, especially the Afghan Peace
Process. COAS thanked the dignitary for
UK’s contribution towards fight against
COVID-19 in Pakistan and said that Paki-
stan Army greatly values its friendly rela-
tions with the UK.

COAS for a meaningful discussion and appre-
ciated Pakistan’s sincere and positive role in
the Afghan peace process.

Continued on Page 06

Fawad: govt to reopen
Hudaibiya mills cases

Information Minister says the legal team gave a
detailed briefing to Prime Minister on the cases
against Shahbaz Sharif

ZUBAIR AHMED

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Fawad Chaudhry said
Monday the federal govern-
ment has directed relevant
institutions to re-investigate
the Hudaibiya Paper Mills
case. “Hudaibiya [mill’s]
case is the most important
source of corruption of the
Sharif family. Shahbaz Sha-
rif and Nawaz Sharif are the
main suspects in this case,”
Chaudhry said on Twitter.
The method adopted in
laundering money out of the
country through the Hudai-
biya Paper Mills was later
adopted in every case, and
it is very important to bring
this case to an end, he said.
Chaudhry said today the legal
team gave a detailed brief-
ing to Prime Minister Imran

Khan on the cases against
Shahbaz Sharif.

“The government has decid-
ed that the Hudaibiya Paper
Mills case needs to be re-in-
vestigated.”

Earlier, Minister for Infor-

mation and Broadcasting
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain
said there was no difference
between the narrative of Pa-
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader JavedLatif,
AltafHussain and banned
terrorist organisationBa-
lochistan Liberation Army

(BLA). In a tweet, he said
senior PML-N leader Sha-
hidKhaganAbbasi  himself
condemned JavedLatif’s anti-
state remarks.

He said JavedLatif should
seek unconditional apology
for his statement.

Fawad said under Article 5 of
the Constitution, it was man-
datory for every citizen to be
loyal to the state and not al-
lowed to deviate from it.

In response to the develop-
ment, PML-N spokesperson
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
the decision to reopen the
Hudaibiya Paper Mills case
proves PM Imran Khan has
admitted the cases against
PML-N President Shehbaz
Sharif were “fake”.

The spokesperson said the
Ashiana, clean water, metros,
and assets beyond means
cases were based on political
revenge.
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KABUL: Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa in a meetin

Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani. —- DNA
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Pakistan records decline
in new COVID-19 cases

Lockdown decision bears fruit; number of
daily COVID deaths also comes down

NEnaL MiraJ

ISLAMABAD, After a con-
tinuous rise in coronavirus
cases, Pakistan has regis-
tered a gradual decline in
new COVID-related deaths
and new infections.
According to the National
Command and Operation
Centre (NCOC) data, 3,447
new infections emerged
when 37,756 samples were
tested during the same pe-
riod. The positivity rate of
new cases was recorded at
9.12%, the NCOC said.

The countrywide tally of
confirmed cases climbed to
861,473 with the addition of
3,447 new cases. Thus far,
753,712 patients have recu-
perated from the disease.
The number of Covid-19 pa-

4 )
Iran
confirms
Saudi talks

TEHRAN: Iran’s foreign
ministry Monday for the first
time confirmed the Islamic
republic is holding talks with
regional rival Saudi Arabia
but said it is “too soon” to
discuss the results. Media
reports, later confirmed by
diplomatic and Iraqi govern-
ment sources, revealed that
Iranian and Saudi officials
met in Baghdad in April, their
first high-level meeting since
Riyadh cut diplomatic ties
with Tehran in 2016.

“The purpose of the talks
was both bilateral and region-
al,” Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesman Saeed Khatibza-
deh told reporters. — DNA

\(Detailed News on Page 6)/

Islamabad puts up new
vaccination centers

Suusaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD, The federal capital of Pakistan has Monday
announced the setting up of five new vaccination centers
within the city to escalate its drive to jab people with COV-
ID-19 shots to offset resurgence of the global pandemic into

its third wave.

District Health Officer of Islamabad Capital Territory said
five new vaccination centers have been installed in the
health centers of the city’s outlying parts, including Shah

Allah Ditta, Jagiot and Rawat.

In his tweet earlier today on a microblogging site, Islamabad
DHO Dr Zaeem Zia said referring to this new development,
“Vaccination is at the doorstep in the rural areas.” “Vaccina-
tion has started,” he said of these stations, now functional.

Separately today in a bid to constrict Covid spread, the Pun-
jab government imposed a ban on interdistrict, inter-city
and intra-city public transport in the province from May 10
in wake of rising COVID-19 cases. A notification has been

issued in this regard.

tients in critical care across
the country stands at 4,903.
A total of 1,256,823 tests
have been conducted so far
in Pakistan since the out-
break of the pandemic.
Meanwhile, Punjab also
witnessed a significant
drop in new cases of Cov-
id-19 after the government
imposed a set of restric-
tions to contain the third
wave of the virus.
According to the Primary
and Secondary Healthcare
Department, a total of 1,393
new infections were report-
ed across the province over
the last 24 hours. Whereas,
26 people succumbed to the
disease. Of the total 1,393
cases, Lahore reported 501
infections while five people
died from the coronavirus
in the city.

Eid: Taliban declare
three-day ceasefire

KABUL: The Taliban on
Monday declared a three-
day ceasefire across Afghan-
istan to mark this week’s
Eid al-Fitr holiday, just two
days after being blamed for
killing more than 50 people
- mostly young girls - in
a bomb attack outside a
school in the capital.

The interior ministry re-
ported Monday that at least
11 people were separately
killed just hours before the
Taliban announcement by a
bomb that struck a bus in
restive Zabul province.

The ceasefire announce-
ment comes as the United
States continues to pull out

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan welcomes
Taliban’s ceasefire

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday welcomed the three-day
ceasefire announced by Taliban in Afghanistan on the eve of
Eidul Fitr. “We fully support all efforts that lead to reduction
in violence and contribute to achieving durable stability and
lasting peace in Afghanistan,” the Foreign Office said.

The Taliban declared a three-day ceasefire across Afghanistan
to mark this week’s Eidul Fitr holidays.

“Mujahideen of the Islamic Emirate are instructed to halt all
offensive operations against the enemy countrywide from the
first till the third day of Eid,” a statement released by the Tali-

ban said on Monday.

“But if the enemy conducts any assault or attack against you
during these days, stand ready to robustly protect and defend

yourselves and your territory,

UN urges restraint as Israeli airstrikes kill 21

The Palestinian Red Crescent Society said more than 180 Palestinians were injured
in the violence, of whom more than 80 were transferred to hospitals

Presidents Abbas,
Erdogan hold talks

NEws DESk

NEews DEsk

JERUSALEM: The Israe-
li Occupation on Monday
launched multiple airstrikes
over Beit Hanoun, northern
Gaza Strip which resulted in
nine deaths and several inju-
ries.

According to Arab media,
“Gaza’s health ministry said
nine Palestinians were killed
by Israeli [Occupation] air
strikes on the Strip.”

Three of the deaths included
children, witnesses told re-
porters.

Additionally, local Palestinian
sources reported that Israeli
Occupation drones targeted a
motorcycle near the Al'Taqgwa
Mosque in Beit Hanoun with
at least one missile, noting
that the children who were
killed were pedestrians at the

moment of the bombing.
Ambulances transported the
bodies of the deceased and
injured to a hospital.

Earlier ~Monday, Hamas
launched a missile strike
against the Israeli Occupa-
tion in occupied Jerusalem,
in response to its crimes
and aggression against the
Holy City and its abuse of the
people of Sheikh Jarrah and
Al-Agsa Mosque.

Hundreds were wounded in
new clashes Monday between
Palestinians and Israeli secu-
rity forces in Jerusalem as a
planned march marking Isra-
el’s 1967 takeover of the holy
city threatened to further in-
flame tensions.

Palestinians hurled projec-
tiles at Israeli officers in riot
gear who fired rubber bullets,
stun grenades and tear gas,
an AFP correspondent at the

RAMALLAH: Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas
today received a phone
call from his Turkish
counterpart, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, during
which they discussed |
the recent serious de- |
velopments in occu-
pied East Jerusalem
and the Israeli assault

against the Palestinian people and worshipers at Al-Ag-
sa Mosque, which led to the injury of hundreds of wor-

shipers.

They also discussed the attacks on Palestinians residing
in Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of East Jerusalem and
attempts to forcibly displace them from their homes and
seize them for the benefit of the settlers.

scene said, following a night
of sporadic clashes.

“There are hundreds of peo-
ple injured from the clashes”
and about 50 were hospi-
talised, the Palestinian Red
Crescent said about the latest
unrest since violence escalat-
ed following the last Friday
prayers of the holy Muslim
month of Ramadan.

The clashes were the latest
in days of the worst such
disturbances in Jerusalem
since 2017, fuelled by a years-
long bid by Jewish settlers to
take over nearby Palestinian
homes in Israeli-annexed
east Jerusalem.

A key court hearing sched-
uled for Monday on Sheikh
Jarrah, the flashpoint east
Jerusalem neighbourhood at
the centre of the property
dispute, has been postponed.
There were fears of further

violence in the city ahead of
a planned march Monday by
Israelis to commemorate Is-
rael’s takeover of Jerusalem
in the 1967 Six-Day War, an
anniversary known as “Je-
rusalem Day” in the Jewish
state. Israeli police had, as of
Sunday, approved the march,
which was scheduled to start
around 4:00 pm (1300 GMT).
The leader of the farright
Religious Zionism party,
Bezalel Smotrich, has also
announced a visit Monday
to the tense Sheikh Jarrah
district.

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu on Sunday defended
Israel’s response to the pro-
tests and rioting.

“We will uphold law and or-
der - vigorously and respon-
sibly,” Netanyahu said while
vowing to “guard freedom of
worship for all faiths”.

” it added.

Kaira laments
fissures
within PDM

ABID Raza

LAHORE:
PPP Cen-
tral Punjab
President
" Qamar
Zaman
Kaira said
Monday that had the Paki-
stan Democratic Movement
(PDM) not resorted to in-
fighting, the alliance could
have sent the federal gov-
ernment packing.

The PPP leader, address-
ing a press conference in
Lahore, said that convening
a PDM meeting without
the presence of his party’s
leadership was not the right

thing to do.
Kaira said PDM chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman

should take back the words
he had uttered regarding
the PPP.
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CIM aide
Urges masses
to stay home

PESHAWAR: Special Assis-
tant to Chief Minister Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa for Hajj,
Endowments and Religious
Affairs Muhammad Zahoor-
Shakir on Monday urged
masses to show restraint
and patience during the lock-
down on the eve of EidulFitr
as the measures taken by the
government are for their pro-
tection against COVID-19.
He said the present govern-
ment was utilizing all avail-
able resources to provide
better facilities at all the
hospitals of the province,
adding the people should
ensure strict implemen-
tation of corona SOPs on
the occasion of Sehri, Iftar,
Itakaf and Eid-ul-Fitr.

The CM'’s aide during a visit
to HanguDoaba and other
bazaars in district Hangu to
review implementation of
corona SOPs warned that
no negligence would be tol-
erated in the health sector.
Referring to Sasta bazaars,
ZahoorShakir said that hold-
ing of cheap bazaars during
the month of Ramzan has
brought a lot of relief to the
poor people, adding that for
the first time any government
has taken care of the people
by ensuring the provision of
subsidized food items during
the month of Ramzan. He
warned that no concessions
would be made to profiteers
and hoarders and legal action
would be taken against them
on the spot. - APP

Stolen
USC sugar

recovered

MUZAFFARGARH: Price
Control Magistrate recov-
ered illegally stored and sto-
len sugar bags and packets
from a warehouse in subur-
ban area of Muzaffargarh.
According to official sourc-
es, Price Control Magistrate
Muhammad Igbal Abbasi,
raided at house of Imti-
azHussain son of Ahmed
Bukhash and recovered 29
bags of sugar. Among 29
bags, 16 bags belonged to
Utility Stores sugar.

They also recovered packets
inscribed with USC mono-
gram. One person was ar-
rested on the spot. However,
cases were registered against
the three outlaws including
two officials from Utility
Stores Corporation. - APP

Every 5th
person infected
in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD: A data from
Srinagar based testing lab-
oratories show that from
the COVID-19 tests being
conducted every 5th person
is found infected with SARS-
CoV2 in Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir.
According to Kashmir Media
Service, In the beginning of
this year every 70th person
was testing positive. The
shooting cases are fueling
the fatality while putting a
major strain on healthcare
facilities in the territory.
The occupied territory has
already added over 40,000
new cases to its tally in May
while more than 400 deaths
have taken place. The official
data on the pandemic shows
that from 01 to 09 May,
3,84,000 COVID19 tests
were carried out.

Around 41,000 samples were
found positive for SARS-
CoV2. The positive percent-
age of these samples, taken
from across the 20 districts
of Kashmir and Jammu divi-
sions, is roughly 11 percent.
The tests, as per the author-
ities, are carried out both on
RT-PCR equipment as well
as Rapid Antigen Test (RAT)
Kits. - APP

2bln fine
collected 1n
province wide

crackdown
KARACHI: As many as
13,000 shopkeepers and

vendors were charged with
fine amounting to over Rs
2 billion for over-charging
across the Sindh prov-
ince during holy month of
Ramzan so far.

Special Assistant to the
Sindh Chief Minister for
Bureau of Supply and
Prices Dr. Khatu Mal Je-
ewan here on Sunday in-
formed through a handout
that teams constituted by
district administrations
launched a crackdown to
check profiteering and
hoarding across the prov-
ince so that availability
of essential commodities
could be ensured at rea-
sonable prices. - APP

SOPs, lockdown enforcement
ensured 1n entire Faisalabad

Orders of NCOC will be implemented in true letter and spirit under the latest
instructions of Department of Primary & Secondary Health Care Punjab and only those
sections will be allowed for operation, which were exempted from lockdown, he added

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: The district ad-
ministration devised a compre-
hensive plan to ensure imple-
mentation of covid-19 standard
operating procedures (SOPs) and
smart lockdown from Monday
as per the directives of National
Command & Operation Center
(NCOC) to contain the spread of
pandemic in district Faisalabad.

In this connection,all markets,

shops,shopping malls and offices
as well as business activities will
remain closed during holidays of
EidulFitrwhile stalls of moon night
bazaars, henna, bangle stalls, jew-
ellery, clothing and shoes, etc. will
also be banned completely.

A spokesman of local administration
said here on Monday that district
government along with police and
other departments took necessary
steps to check the covid-19 transmis-
sion. He urged the citizens to stay at
home to keep them safe from coro-

na’s the third wave as it was perilous.
He said that medical stores, phar-
macies, hospitals, clinics, vaccina-
tion centers, petrol pumps, ovens
(Tandoor), dairy shops, food, take-
aways and media offices would re-
main open round the clock where-
as grocery stores, sweets shops,
bakeries, vegetables, fruits, meat
and chicken shops, utility servic-
es will be allowed from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. daily during Eid holidays.

He said that it is mandatory
for every citizen to wear a face-

mask, while inter-provincial and
intra-city public transport will be
completely prohibited from 6 p.m.
on May 10 to May 15, 2021. How-
ever, trains will be allowed to car-
ry 70 percent passengers, while
private vehicles, taxis, cabs and
rickshaws will be allowed to carry
50 percent passengers of their ca-
pacity, he added.

Spokesman further said that all
kinds of gatherings, sports compe-
titions and cultural programs will
be completely banned while parks,

shrines, fitness gyms, cinemas,
theaters, etc. will also be closed
completely. Similarly, wedding
halls, marquees and community
centers will also not be allowed to
open during Eid holidays, he said.
Orders of NCOC will be imple-
mented in true letter and spirit
under the latest instructions of
Department of Primary & Second-
ary Health Care Punjab and only
those sections will be allowed for
operation, which were exempted
from lockdown, he added.
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KARACHI: Baluchistan Governor, Amanullah Khan Yasinzai called on President Dr. Arif Alivi, at Governor House Karachi. — DNA

Governor
Baluchistan
calls on
President

KARACHI: Baluchistan Gov-
ernor, Amanullah Khan Yas-
| inzai called on President
Dr. ArifAlivi, at Governor
House Karachi, today. They
discussed political situation
of the country as well as var-
ious developmental projects
being undertaken by the
Federal government for the
uplift of Baluchistan. Talking
to the Governor, the Pres-
ident said that Baluchistan
had been ignored in the past
but the present government
accorded utmost importance
to its development by under-
taking a number of projects
for the social and economic
prosperity of the province.
He expressed the hope that
Gwadar Port and other in-
frastructural projects , being
undertaken under CPEC, in
Baluchistan would change the
destiny of the province.

KP Govt starts campaign
for implementation of

SOPs ahead of Eid

Fourteen
shopkeepers
booked over

lockdown

violation

Rupees 5b pledged for
global relief efforts

ABID Raza

LAHORE: To mark its 135th anniversary, Coca-Cola an-
nounced to pledgea sum of PKR 5 billionfor new global in-

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government
has started special cam-
paign for implementation
of anti coronavirus SOPs
and returned back tour-
ists' vehicles in line of
the decisions of National
Command and Control
Centre (NCOC) Islamabad.
The district administration
Swat spokesman told APP
on Monday that police,
Swat Levy and officials
of district administration
were deployed on all en-
try points of Swat district
from where tourists was
being returned back.

Police and Swat Levy were
deployed at main entry
check points at Landaki,
Shamizai bridge Ghoragat,
Ranzara and Karkar to stop
entry of tourists to scenic
Kalam, Madayn, Malam]ab-
ba, Bahrain, Margazar and
others tourists destinations

on eve of EidulFitr.

Two tourists vehicles com-
ing to Madayn were re-
turned back from Ranzara
check post, the spokesman
said.The spokesman said
all tourists destinations,
sites, areas, parks, ho-
tels and restaurants were
closed in Swat from May
8-16 due to coronavirus
pandemic in line of the
NCOC decision.

Famous hotels includ-
ing Swat Sareena, Swat
Continental, Kalam and
Marghazar hotels besides
rest houses and inns were
closed till May 16.
Meanwhile, tourists move-
ment at Hazara were also
restricted where parks, ho-
tels and guesthouses in all
famous scenic areas includ-
ing Nathiagali, Thandyani,
Ayubia were closed for Eid
holidays due coronavirus
pandemic.In Peshawar, all

tourists areas including Pe-
shawar zoo, Peshawar Mu-
seum, Wazirbagh and Shal-
imar gardens were closed
for tourists and movement
of tourists were restricted.
Spokesperson of KP Tour-
ism Department, Late-
furRehman told APP that
besides tourists, parks,
gardens and hotels, Inter
provincial and inter city
transport was also banned
in KP till May 16.

However, private vehicles,
taxis and rickshaws with
half passengers were al-
lowed for traveling for nec-
essary works.The spokes-
person advised tourists
to spend eid holidays at
homes this time due to
coronavirus pandemic
and did not come to Swat,
Hazara and others tourists
places. The violators would
be dealt according to law,
he concluded. - APP

MULTAN: As many as
14 shopkeepers were
booked for violating lock-
down in city on Monday.
According to official
sources, three shopkeep-
ers were arrested as they
were opening shops de-
spite warning. However,
26 business centre were
also sealed.

On Sunday, the district
administration impound-
ed seven buses as these
were carrying more than
50 percent passengers.
Overall, a sum of Rs
230,000 fine was im-
posed on lockdown vio-
lators.

The officials of po-
lice and armed forces
were on continuous pa-
trolling to ensure im-
plementation on COVID
19 SOPs amid lockdown
situation. - APP

Sarwar congrats son Anas
for winning Scottish election

BUREAU REPORT

LAHORE, Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar
congratulated his son AnasSarwar for getting elected as a
member of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) by the people of
Glasgow. Chaudhry Sarwar said: “Congratulations to you and
your colleagues for getting elected as a member of the Scot-
tish Parliament (MSPs) by the people of Glasgow. Chaudhry
Sarwar also said, “I remain grateful to Glaswegians who gave
me the honour to become the 1st Muslim MP in Great Britain
and first Minority MP in Scotland.” According to a private tel-
evision channel report political, religious and social personali-
ties have congratulated Governor Punjab on the success of his
son. Anas Sarwar vowed that he would fight the case of other
Pakistanis and the people of Glasgow and he was happy that
as a Pakistani he is successfully advancing in British politics.
Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar said that overseers Pakistanis
are shining the name of the country in every field.

itiatives, wherebytopprioritywas marked on Covid-19 -Stop
the spreadinitiative,for which PKR 3 billion will be spent on
partneringwith credible local not-for-profit entitiesto support
those who have been impacted the most during this pandem-
ic. The Company’s Covid-19 relief effortshave been ongoing
in Pakistan —from the timely distribution of life-savingventila-
torsto assisting theGovernment in disease-prevention by dis-
tributing protective equipment to front line health workers.
Given the deadly rise of the third wave The Coca-Cola Foun-
dation is working on broadening the scope of on-ground
relief efforts. Furthermore, this Ramadan, Coca-Cola also
partnered with Rizq, leading non-profit organization for
food philanthropy in Pakistan, to donate over 600,000 meals
across 13 cities over the duration of the Holy month. Over
135 million people have been impacted in Pakistan during
Covid-19 due to hunger, and with this campaign “Ao Mil Kar-
BhookMitayain’, the aim remains to fight hunger.

This 135-birthday-yearis truly unique, since the Company is
creating a fully networked organization with improved digital
channels in its operations and communications - constantly
gauging market research to stay agile and keep contributing
to the economy in these unprecedented times. About 10,000
employment opportunities are created across the Company’s
chain.Highlighting the Company’s history in Pakistan, Fahad
Ashraf, VP and General Manager for Pakistan & Afghanistan
region at The Coca-Cola Export Corporationsaid, “We are al-
most as old as Pakistan, and one of the few multinationals to
adopt Pakistan as a home very early on.”

LAHORE: Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar presides over a meeting
at his office. — DNA Photo by Munir Sindhu

Punjab Chief Minister has also approved a special remission of 60 days in the sentences of convicts
on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr. This will facilitate hundreds of prisoners, incarcerated in various
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LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister
Usman Buzdar on Monday took no-
tice of the lack of interest of the pro-
vincial ministers in the parliamen-
tary affairs. The provincial law and
parliamentary affairs minister told
the CM about the sluggish behavior
of the ministers. The Chief Minis-
ter ordered the provincial ministers
to make sure of their attendance in
the parliamentary meetings.

The absence of the ministers from
meetings affects parliamentary af-
fairs. The usual business of the gov-
ernment gets delayed for months
due to the absence of the minis-
ters. It also provides an opportu-
nity for criticism to the opposition.

jails, to celebrate the happy Eid occasion with their loved ones

Punjab Chief Minister has also
approved a special remission of
60 days in the sentences of con-
victs on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr.
This will facilitate hundreds of
prisoners, incarcerated in various
jails, to celebrate the happy Eid
occasion with their loved ones.

In this regard, the CM also assert-
ed the government’s commitment
to reform the archaic Jail Manual,
according to emerging needs, to
bring ease to the lives of inmates
adding that the Punjab government
is committed to protecting the fun-
damental rights of the detainees.
Punjab Chief Minister Usman
Buzdar also chaired a video-link
meeting at his office to map out
the annual development pro-
gram’s priorities for the financial

year 2021-22. The meeting ex-
pounded suggestions to include
Punjab-based mega development
projects in the public sector devel-
opment program.

Federal Energy Minister Hamma-
dAzhar, Provincial Finance Min-

ister MakhdoomHashimJawan-
Bakht, P&D chairman and others
attended the meeting while Fed-
eral P&D Minister Asad Umar,
Federal Industries Minister Makh-
doomKhusroBakhtiar, Deputy
Chairman Planning Commission
and NHA chairman participated
through video-link.

Addressing the meeting, the
Chief Minister disclosed the so-
cial sector development will be
prioritised in the next ADP. The
regional needs will be prioritized
in development schemes as a sep-
arate development package has
been devised for every district in
consultation with the respective
MNAs and MPAs, he added. A
balanced package has been de-
vised for PSDF by identifying local

needs, he further said.

The Chief Minister apprised that
the projects worth billions of
rupees are being started under
public-private partnership to pro-
vide more facilities to the mass-
es by expediting the composite
economic development process.
Every area in Punjab will be pro-
vided with its rights and new pro-
jects are also being started along
with timely completion of ongoing
schemes, the CM concluded.
Federal ministers Asad Umar,
HammadAzhar and Makhdoom-
KhusroBakhtiar presented pro-
posals for the next ADP and the
participants agreed to further
promote synergy between the
Planning Commission and the
Punjab government.

NTDC
installs
Shunt
Reactors

ISLAMABAD: National
Transmission Despatch
Company Limited (NTDC)
Project Delivery team of
Hyderabad has installed
3x22 MVAR Shunt reactors
(make TBEA, China) on 152
km long 500 kV Dadu- Jam-
shoro transmission line em-
anating from 500 kV Dadu
Grid Station.

The shunt reactors have
been energized with an esti-
mated cost of Rs340 million,
said a press release.

The spokesman said the
newly installed Shunt Reac-
tors will help to control volt-
ages of power system more
efficiently and enhance
overall Power System Stabil-
ity of NTDC Network.

The smooth power supply
will be ensured to the con-
sumers of Sindh through
Power Distribution Compa-
ny (DISCO). Shunt Reactors
are used in high voltage en-
ergy transmission systems
to control the voltage dur-
ing load variations.

The spokesman said the
NTDC is vigorously pursu-
ing its ongoing projects for
early completion. Recently,
the company has also com-
pleted four more 500 kV
transmission line circuits
for evacuation of electricity
from power plants located in
southern parts of the coun-
try. The transmission line
circuits have been connect-
ed with HVDC Converter
Station at Matiari. Moreo-
ver, up-gradation work of
130 km long 220 kV Jam-
shoro - KDA Transmission
Line was also completed
before its deadline.

The transmission line
is transmitting 450 MW
additional power from
National Grid to K-Elec-
tric, which is a big relief
for the people of Karachi
during the holy month of
Ramazan. Upon comple-
tion of these projects, the
NTDC Board of Directors
has appreciated the ef-
forts of NTDC manage-
ment and its team. - APP

Three killed,
16 injured in
road accident

PESHAWAR: Three persons
were killed and 16 other got
injured in a road accident,
in Jamrud district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Monday.
According to Rescue 1122,
the accident was occured be-
tween a truck and passenger
vehicle in SorKamar area on
Pak- Afghan highway. Police
said that many of those killed
and injured were Afghan cit-
izen going back to Afghani-
stan for eid holidays. Rescue
1122 ambulances and aid
workers has reached on the
spot and shifted injured to
DHQ hospital and serious
injured were shifted to Pe-
shawar. - APP

PQA allocates
Rs. 5 crore
for PQD

workers

ISLAMABAD: Port Qasim
Authority (PQA) has allocat-
ed an amount of Rs. 5 coror
for the Port Qasim Dock
(PQD) workers.

Minister for Maritime Af-
fairs Ali Haider Zaidi in
a video message to PQD
workers, said that “for the
improvement in their con-
ditions and lives, five Crore
rupees were allocated by
PQA”. The minister also
assured more assistance in
the future to the workers
community.

Congratulating them, he
also promised a visit to Port
Qasim Dock Workers post
Eid!. The PQD workers
thanked PQA and Minister
for Maritime Affairs to al-
locate special funds for the
welfare of the workers com-
munity in the testing time of
COVID-19 pandemic. - APP

Quetta:
2 persons
injured
in blast

ISLAMABAD: Twoprsons
were inured in a powerful
roadside bomb explosion
near Tariq hospital, Quetta
on Monday. According to
police, the blast was heard
in distant areas due to its in-
tensity and blast took place
in roadside of Tariq hospital
which leaves two persons in
critical wounded condition,
while additional contingents
were also called in following
the blast, a private news
channel reported

Soon after receiving infor-
mation about the incident,
security personnel rushed
to the area and shifted the
injured to a local hospital
Quetta. - APP



Covid-19 keep
upward trend
in Attock
district

Faisar. Munir

ATTOCK: The third wave of
novel coronavirus (Covid-19)
is getting thin and the situa-
tion in Attock district keeps
an upward trend as six more
persons tested positive dur-
ing the last 24 hours raising
the tally to 2067.

According to health author-
ities, during the month of
May as many as 6 persons
lost battle to the virus while
90 were tested positive dur-
ing the month so far. Dis-
trict focal person for Cov-
id-19 Dr Kashif Hussain said
that among new positive pa-
tients 3 belongs to Pindighe-
ab, two in Attock city while
one belongs to Hazro.

He informed that the num-
ber of active patients in
the district is180 and in
which 175 are home iso-
lated while five others are
hospitalized.

While giving details of ac-
tive patients in the district,
he informed that there are
127 active patients in At-
tock city, 16 in Jand, 15 in
Hazro, 12 in Pindigheab,
3 in Hassanabdal while as
number in Fatehjang. He
informed that as many as
four suspected patients are
also admitted in hospitals
in which three are in criti-
cal condition.

He informed that the num-
ber of suspected patients
in the district raised to
33,338 while screening of
as many as 36,590 persons
was carried out across the
district in which 31,033
were tested negative. Re-
sponding to a question, he
said that the results of as
many as 238 suspected pa-
tients are awaited.

He informed that so far
1848 persons have recov-
ered from the virus in the
district so far. Responding
to a question, he said that
safe burial of as many as
123 patients including Cov-
id-19 positive and suspect-
ed have so far been carried
out in the district.

1000 kitchen
gardens set

up at various
institutions

RAWALPINDI: More than
1000 kitchen gardens have
been set up in educational
institutions,  government
departments and social wel-
fare institutions to enhance
environmental beauty as
well as provide food for hu-
man needs.

National Cleaner Produc-
tion Center, Incharge Ir-
shad Ramay on Monday
said that “Kitchen garden-
ing” is very important for
obtaining nutrients and
producing food while dur-
ing the prevailing COV-
ID-19 like situation “we can
achieve our daily use needs
and get fresh vegetables
and fruits from kitchen gar-
dens instead of buying from
markets”, he added. Ramay
said that the purpose of
setting up a kitchen garden
with the help of the com-
munity is to motivate peo-
ple and get them involved
in tree planting. - APP

RPO visits
house of

martyred cops

RAWALPINDI: Regional Po-
lice Officer RPO Rawalpindi
Imran Ahmar paid a visit to
house of martyrs and met
with the families before
Eid ul Fitr, informed police
spokesman.

RPO also met the children
of martyrs and talked to
them, RPO while showing
compassion to the children
of martyrs said that we
stand with the families of
martyrs.

He also paid tribute to mar-
tyrs who laid down their
lives for noble cause.

All available resources for
welfare will be utilized, the
RPO said, adding that the
police martyrs are alive in
our hearts and the great
sacrifices of the martyrs will
always be remembered.

It is mentioned here that
Constable  Tahir  Hus-
sain was martyred in su-
icide attack in July 2007
while Constable Khurram
Mahmood was also mar-
tyred by a motorcyclist
during a fire in November
2013. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaija
\_ the Shakarparian park in Islamabad to take care of the tree planted in memory of National Leader Heydar Aliyev. — DNA )
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Undue profiteering, hoarding
be dealt with iron hands

The NPMC reviewed the price trend of essential commodities especially
wheat flour, sugar, edible oil/ghee, pulses and chicken during the last week

KuAYyAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue, Mr.
Shaukat Tarin, chaired the meet-
ing of the National Price Moni-
toring Committee (NPMC) at the
Finance Division Monday.

Federal Minister for National Food
Security and Research Syed Fakhar
Imam, Adviser to the PM on Com-
merce Abdul Razak Dawood,
SAPM on Finance and Revenue Dr.
Wagar Masood, Secretary Finance
Division, Secretary M/o NFS&R,
Chief Secretaries of the Provin-
cial Governments, Member PBS,
MD Utility Stores Corporation,
Chairperson CCP and other senior
officers of various Ministries par-
ticipated in the meeting.

The NPMC reviewed the price

trend of essential commodities es-
pecially wheat flour, sugar, edible
oil/ghee, pulses and chicken dur-
ing the last week. While briefing
the NPMC about weekly SPI, the
Finance Secretary apprised that
prices of 07 basic commodities
registered a decline whereas 26
items remained stable during the
week under review.

Federal Minister for National Food
Security and Research Syed Fakhar
Imam updated the NPMC about
the wheat procurement drive of
the Provinces and PASSCO to en-
sure steady supply of wheat at fair
prices during the current year. He
further apprised the NPMC that
Punjab is ahead of other Provinces
in procurement of wheat to date.
Secretary M/o NFS&R informed
the Committee that the summa-
ry to import 4 million metric ton

wheat would be presented before
the next ECC for requisite approv-
al to build strategic reserves and
to ensure smooth supply of wheat
across the country.

While taking stock of the situa-
tion, the Finance Minister direct-
ed all the Provincial Governments
to ensure daily release of wheat
at subsidized rates in compliance

with the directives of the Prime
Minister. He strictly urged the
representatives of the Provincial
Governments to ensure uninter-
rupted daily release without fail.
While reviewing the price trend of
basic commodities in internation-
al markets, the NPMC noted that
major driver behind increase in
prices of items of daily use is mas-
sive international price hike due
to ongoing COVID-19 crisis. The
Year-on-Year comparative analysis
indicated that price of Crude Oil
increased by 178% in April 2021 as
compared to April 2020.

Similarly, the prices of Sugar in
international market increased by
57% in year-on-year comparison.
Furthermore, international pric-
es of Palm oil, Soyabeen oil and
Wheat also registered a continued
upward trend which, in turn, led

to sharp increase in prices of basic
items in domestic markets.

Speaking on the occasion, the Fi-
nance Minister stated that COV-
ID-19 crisis has fuelled food prices
in international markets especial-
ly edible oil, sugar, tea and wheat.
The Government is making an all-
out effort to ensure smooth supply
of basic items through a network
of Ramadan Sahaulat / Saasta Ba-
zaars and chain of USCs outlets to
ease shortages and mitigate price
spike in domestic / local markets.
The Chairperson, Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) pre-
sented findings before the Commit-
tee regarding completion of recent
inquiry in the Poultry Industry. The
CCP underlined some anti-competi-
tive conduct hat led to surge in pric-
es of Chicken feed, which, in turn,
increased prices of Chicken.

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: In  the
Holy month of Rama-
dan-ul-Mubarak, an online
Brahvi International Ham-
diya and Naatiya Mushaira
was organized by the Pa-
kistan Academy of Letters

(PAL). Mushaira presid-
ed over by Johar Brahvi
(Dadu).

Prof. Abdul Razzaq Sabir
(Quetta) was the Chief
Guest. Noor Khan Moham-
mad Hassani (Quetta), Prof.
Susan Brahvi (Quetta),
Ustad Mehboob Aajez (Qa-
tar) and Sail Mengal (Qatar)

organizes online
Brahvi Int’l Mushaira

were the guests of honor.
Dr. Yousuf Khushk, Chair-
man, PAL, gave the intro-
ductory speech. Qayyum
Bedar (Quetta) and Nazir
Shakir Brahvi (Shikarpur)
were the moderators. Poets
from all over the country
and abroad recited Hamdiya
and Naatiya poetry.

Dr. Yousuf Khushk, Chair-
man, PAL, in his introduc-
tory remarks, said that
Brahvi, like other Pakistani
languages, has a tradition of
Hamad from ancient times.
Hamad is present in
everything from folk liter-
ature to modern Brahvi
poetry as a special creation
and a spirit of devotion. If

we look at the tradition of
Hamad and Naat in Brahvi
literature, then Naat has
been a part of our folklore,
classical literature and an-
cient poetic tradition.
Hamade and Naat were first
found in written literature
in Malik Dad Kalati's book
"Tahafta-e-Ajaib" (1760) and
then in 1870 by Maulana Ab-
dul Hakim Mashwani. The
dictionary appears in a good
color in the Brahvi section
of the Diwan "Char Bagh".
An excellent example of
divine love and love of the
Prophet can be seen in the
words of the famous Brahvi
Sufi poet Taj Muhammad
Tajal. Tajal’s poetry exists

for the color of Sufism. We
see a clear glimpse of Fana
Fi Allah and Fana Fi Rasool
in the words of Taj Muham-
mad Tajil as well as in the
words of Faiz Muhammad
Faizal Faqir.

He said that adopting the
tradition of Hamad and
Naat from the scholars of
such Maktab Durkhani, he
regularly published books
on Naatiya poetry. These
include Abdul Majeed
Choloi 's book "Josh Ha-
bib", Maulana Muhammad
Omar Din Puri's book "Sha-
mail Sharif", “Mushtag-e-
Madina”, “Fi Al-Faraq”,
Baiz-ul-Tayyib”, “Fi Zikr-e-
Habib” and other books.

C Business community lauds
Umar Dad Afridi’s promotion

ISLAMABAD: Senior officials of the Chambers of Commerce and Industry Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, prominent business leaders, officers of the
Trade and Commerce Group and representatives of trade organizations and institutions laud-
ed the the promotion of Umar Dad Afridi, Senior Officer, Commerce and Trade Group, to
Grade 21 and his appointment as Executive Director General, Head of the Trade Dispute
Resolution under the Ministry of Commerce. They said that Umar Dad Afridi is considered
to be an experienced and expert officer with high professional skills who performed his
duties with utmost diligence and skill. They further said that Umar Dad Afridi has already
served in this organization and has previously held key positions in Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan, NAB, Ministry of Environment, Intellectual Property Rights, IPO Pa-
kistan, DGTO, PATAD and various other organizations and has represented Pakistan in
various international conferences. Ha They hoped that under the leadership of Umar Dad
\_ Afridi, the performance of the organization would be significantly enhanced. - DNA ~_/

1.5 kg drug
recovered
during raid

RAWALPINDIL:  Police have
arrested a drug pusher and re-
covered more than 1.5 kg drugs
from his possession, informed
police spokesman here on Mon-
day. During course of action,
New Town police held Faisal
Azad and recovered 1.5 kg drug
from his custody. Police have
registered a case against
him under narcotics act and
started investigation. — APP

Chairman CDA reviews
D-12 development work

ISLAMABAD: The Chairman Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) visited Sector D-12 and reviewed the ongo-
ing development works. Member Engineering, Director
Environment, Director Sector Development and other
concerned officers were also present during the visit to
the parks and road infrastructure of the said sector. Com-
petitive work should be completed immediately. Chair-
man CDA Amir Ali Ahmed on the occasion also direct-
ed the concerned officers to make the ongoing works in
the said sector more efficient and expeditious. He said
that after Eid-ul-Fitr, carpeting of all major, minor and
major highways of the said sector should be completed.
Providing the best road infrastructure is our top priority.
Chairman CDA said that the parks should also be upgrad-
ed immediately to provide better recreational facilities to
the residents of the said sector while new parks should
be created where new parks are needed. Facilities in the
parks should be further improved. Swings, flowers and
fruit trees should be planted, walking tracks in the parks
should be maintained in proper condition. Parks should
be cleaned by cutting down trees and wild grass immedi-
ately. He said that no compromise would be made on the
provision of facilities and services to the residents of the
said sector, all the concerned officers should take stock of

the ongoing development works in the said sector. - DNA

Havelian crash report;
pilots’ licences doubtful

ISLAMABAD: A report on the 2016 Havelian plane crash
has termed the licences of both pilots of the ill-fated air-
craft “suspicious”. The report submitted to the Supreme
Court (SC) in a case pertaining to the crash revealed that
pilots Saleh Yar Janjua and Ahmed Mansoor Janjua had
“suspicious licences”. Forty-seven passengers, including
TV personality Junaid Jamshed, were killed when the ill-fat-
ed plane, PK-661, crashed in Havelian while travelling from
Chitral to Islamabad in December, 2016.

It is noteworthy that a petition filed by the parents of a pilot,
who was killed in the crash, seeking directives for the au-
thorities concerned to punish those responsible for the tragic
incident is pending in the Sindh High Court (SHC). - DNA

Kids
participate
in NPC’s
competition

ISLAMABAD: Hundreds of
children of working journal-
ists from the twin cities of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad
took part in the two-day on-
line ‘Qirat’ and ‘Naat’ com-
petition, organized by the
National Press Club (NPC)
Islamabad on the 27th and
28th nights of the blessed
month of Ramazan.

The competition, perhaps,
the first of its kind not only
in Pakistan but in the entire
world for journalists’ kids
was the part of NPC’s an-
nual mega event, ‘Ramazan
Family Festival’.

The event was earlier sched-
uled to take place at the
vast NPC lawn but owing
to the ongoing COVI