
Imran 
architect of 
economic 
collapse

Naziry Siyal

KARACHI: Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party 
(PPP) Chair-
man Bila-
wal Bhutto 
Zardari on 
Wednesday 

said that ‘worst corruption’ 
committed during the Paki-
stan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) 
government was chiefly re-
sponsible for the country’s 
economic plight.
In a statement, Bilawal Bhu-
tto has said that the country 
cannot be developed under 
the supervision of corrupt 
leader. “The country whose 
chief executive is corrupt 
could never progress eco-
nomically,” Bilawal re-
marked. The PPP leader al-
leged that PTI bigwigs were 
busy in corrupt practices by 
leaving masses at the mercy 
of inflation.  “Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan, who is the 
‘architect’ of the country’s 
economic collapse, could 
not hide his ‘incompetency’ 
and ‘corruption’ by making 
his ministers and advisers 
scapegoats,” the PPP chair-
man commented.

Erdogan lauds Pak
support to Palestine

iP rePort

ANKARA: Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has ap-
plauded Pakistan’s unflinch-
ing support to the oppressed 
Palestinian people.
He was talking to Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi who called on him 
at the presidential palace 
in Ankara. Discussing bilat-
eral relations, the Turkish 
President said his country 
will host the seventh meet-
ing of Pakistan Turkey high 
level strategic cooperation 
council.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 

both Pakistan and Turkey en-
joy strong relations and share 
identical views on a host of 
issues. He appreciated the 
Turkish President’s categor-
ical stance on Kashmir and 
Palestine disputes.
Earlier, Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi and 
his Turkish counterpart Mev-
lut Cavusoglu at a meeting 
urged the international com-
munity to restore peace and 
facilitate a just solution to the 
Palestine issue.
The two foreign ministers dis-
cussed ways to mobilize the 
international community to 
help stop Israeli aggression 
against Palestinians.

ANKARA: Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi called on Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu is also present on the occasion. – DNA

Bureau rePort

PESHAWAR: Following his 
address at the Labour Com-
plex inauguration on Wednes-
day, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan paid a visit to the Mo-
hmand Dam construction site 
where he said the previous 
governments instead of build-
ing dams for affordable elec-
tricity generations, signed ex-
orbitant agreements to make 
money off the top.
“With these expensive agree-
ments we are bound by,” the 
PM said while talking to me-
dia persons there, we have to 
pay them off whether or not 
we buy electricity from them 
due to which our capacity pay-
ments will jump to Rs1,455 
billion by the year 2023.
However, PM Khan said his 

government is concerned 
about the future of the nation 
and not the win in the next 

elections alone for which they 
have put 10 projects under-
way for cheaper electricity 

that will complete by 2028.
“We are revisiting the agree-
ments with the independent 

power producers (IPPs) and 
have signed some new ones 
which will benefit us with 

cost-cutting. He said at pres-
ent the full cost of power is 
not borne by people but they 
are paying less than the real 
amount of electricity they 
are consuming,” said the 
premier. He said with the 
construction of dams, the 
country can produce up to 
50,000 megawatts of power 
and it will also help the coun-
try with water allocation and 
agricultural land irrigation.
A nation can only succeed 
through two things: by creat-
ing a justice system equal for 
all and by empowering the 
poor segments of the society. 
“This is how the world’s first 
welfare state, Madina, was 
run,” he said. The premier 
congratulated Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa for being the first 
province to provide universal 
healthcare for its residents. 

Nation our only concern, not election: PM 

Qureshi appreciates the Turkish President’s categorical 
stance on Kashmir and Palestine disputes

India 
reports 
highest 

death toll
WeB DeSk

NEW DELHI: India record-
ed 4,529 Covid-19 deaths 
on Tuesday, the pandemic’s 
highest single known daily 
death toll in any country 
so far, the authorities said 
on Wednesday, as the virus 
spread into the country’s 
vast hinterlands.
The previous deadliest 
day for a single country 
was recorded in the Unit-
ed States in January, when 
4,468 people died.
India reported 267,000 new 
cases on Tuesday, pushing 
the official case tally past 
25 million, with more than 
280,000 deaths.

Regular dialogues
between Pak,

Thailand stressed

Pakistan 
reports 

3,256 new 
virus cases

khayam aBBaSi

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
reported 104 deaths in the 
last 24 hours by novel coro-
navirus as the number of 
positive cases has surged to 
886,184. The nationwide tal-
ly of fatalities has jumped to 
19,856 on Wednesday.
According to the latest figures 
by the National Command and 
Operation Center (NCOC) 
3,256 persons tested positive 
for COVID-19 in the past 24 
hours. Punjab remains the 
worst-hit province in terms 
of deaths and cases followed 
by Sindh and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. Till now 9,563 indi-
viduals have lost their lives to 
the epidemic in Punjab 4,835 
in Sindh, 3,827 in KP, 735 in 
Islamabad, 519 in Azad Kash-
mir, 270 in Balochistan, and 
107 in GB.

mahNoor aNSar

ISLAMABAD: For-
eign Secretary Sohail 
Mahmood and Permanent 
Secretary of Thai Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Ambas-
sador Thani Thongphakdi 
led their respective dele-
gations at the 2nd round 
of Pakistan-Thailand Bi-
lateral Political Consulta-
tions (BPC) held virtually.
A bilateral meeting preced-
ed the delegation-level 
talks. They reviewed the en-
tire gamut of bilateral rela-
tions from political, defence 
and security to economic, 

trade and investment ties, 
education, science and tech-
nology, culture, tourism and 
multilateral cooperation.
Welcoming the steady pro-
gression in multi-dimen-
sional bilateral relations 
over the years based on mu-
tual trust and understand-
ing, the two sides renewed 
strong desire and commit-
ment to consolidate and fur-
ther enhance cooperation 
in diverse fields in line with 
their shared objectives of 
peace and development.
They noted the importance 
of regular interaction and 

Continued on Page 06

Permanent Secretary Thani 
Thongphakdi shared perspective 

about Pakistan-ASEAN relationship

Inside...
Deputy Speaker 

expresses solidarity with 
Palestine

– Page 02

GPO Islamabad victim of 
high-ups nonchalance

– Page 03

ICCI urges govt to 
finalize budget with 

consultation
– Page 04

Corona pandemic: 
Lesson learned for the 

global community
– Page 05

Humanity is being  
killed in Gaza, Palestine, 

says Erdogan
– Page 06

Azerbaijan committed 
to int’l humanitarian law 

obligations
– Page 07

Govt unveils prototype of 
electronic voting machine 

– Page 08

KSA to revive 
deferred oil 

facility
zuBair ahmeD

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia 
has agreed, 
in principle, 
to revive the 
facility of oil 
supply to Pa-
kistan on de-

ferred payments, revealed 
information minister Fawad 
Chaudhry on Tuesday.
The prime minister, on his 
recent visit to the kingdom, 
had made a request to Sau-
di Arabia to resume the 
supply of oil to Pakistan on 
deferred payments for an 
extended period.
The exact details of the 
deal between the two coun-
tries will be known later 
when there is a formal 
agreement. When contact-
ed, Chaudhry confirmed 
the two sides had agreed 
to it.

Briefs Outdoor dining,
tourism opened 

from May 24

SPecial correSPoNDeNt

ISLAMABAD: The National Command 
and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Wednes-
day announced the lifting of a number of 
restrictions imposed to control the spread 
of the coronavirus in the country, includ-
ing the staggered reopening of education-
al institutions in districts where the pos-
itivity rate is less than five per cent and 
resumption of outdoor dining.
Earlier in the day, the NCOC reviewed the 
existing non-pharmaceutical interventions 
(NPIs) in a meeting chaired by Minister for 
Planning and Development and NCOC head 
Asad Umar. The meeting was also attended 
by Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 
on Health (SAPM) Dr Faisal Sultan, Sindh 
Health Minister Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho as 
well as all the chief secretaries of all provinc-
es, Islamabad, Azad Jammu and Kashmir and 
Gilgit Baltistan. According to a press release 
issued after the meeting:
Outdoor restaurants will be opened daily till 

Continued on Page 06

Educational institutions to be reopened 
in districts with positivity ratio less than 
5%; wedding ceremonies from June 01
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Benzema gets 
recalled to 
French squad

Mass vaccination 
center inaugurated

Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Planning Minister Asad 
Umar inaugurated mass vaccination 
center in Islamabad Wednesday.
Speaking on the occasion, along with Spe-
cial Assistant to Prime Minister on Health 
Services Dr. Faisal Sultan, he said Seven 
thousand people will be vaccinated in a day 
at the newly inaugurated vaccination center. 
He said seventy five counters and 100 well 
trained people have been deployed to vacci-
nate the people. Asad Umar said decisions 
regarding marriage halls, educational insti-
tutions, and business centers will be issued 
on Tuesday. The Minister this campaign is 
meant to make the city corona free. Asad 
Umar vowed to achieve vaccination target at 
the earliest. He urged the public to get vac-
cinated to fight this dangerous pandemic. He 
said forty six hundred thousand people have 
been vaccinated so far. Qureshi leaves for 

UNGA session 
NeWS DeSk

ANKARA: Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, 
who is on a diplomatic peace mission, left for New 
York from Turkey.  Foreign Ministers of Palestine, 
Sudan and Turkey are also accompanying the Paki-
stani Foreign Minister. Shah Mahmood Qureshi will 
attend the emergency meeting of United Nations 
General Assembly in connection with Palestine is-
sue today and will draw the attention of internation-
al community on Israeli atrocities against unarmed 
Palestinians. Shah Mahmood Qureshi will urge the 
world body to play its due role in stopping Israeli 
atrocities against Palestinians.

-inaugurates low cost housing scheme in Peshawar; a nation can only succeed through  
two things: justice system equal for all and by empowering the poor segments 

Biden for de-escalation
as violence continues

DNa

WASHINGTON: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden has told Isra-
el’s PM Benjamin Netanya-
hu he expects a “significant 
de-escalation” in the Gaza 
conflict on Wednesday.
Mr Biden wanted a “path 
to ceasefire”, the White 
House said. The US is 
a staunch ally of Israel 
and has so far opposed a 
joint UN Security Council 
statement on the conflict.
Earlier Mr Netanyahu said 
the Israeli military was 
“taking care of objectives”, 
adding “we’re not standing 
with a stopwatch”.

The conflict is in its 10th 
day, with a continuing 
exchange of rocket fire 
from Palestinian militants 
into Israel and Israeli air 
strikes on Gaza.
On Wednesday, four rockets 
were also fired from Leba-
non into Israel and Israel’s 

military responded by firing 
artillery shells at “a number 
of targets in Lebanese terri-
tory”. It was not immediate-
ly clear whether this would 
prove to be a significant 
escalation. The Gaza fight-
ing began after weeks of 
rising Israeli-Palestinian 
tension in occupied East 
Jerusalem that culminated 
in clashes at a holy site 
revered by both Muslims 
and Jews. Hamas, which 
controls Gaza, began fir-
ing rockets after warning 
Israel to withdraw from 
the site, triggering retali-
atory air strikes.

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Special Representative to PM on Religious Harmony and 
Middle East Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi in a meeting with 

Ambassador of Saudi Arabia Nawaf Bin Said Al-Maliki. – DNA

ANNOUNCEMENT

Ambassa-
dor of In-
donesia to 
Pa k i s t a n 
Adam Tugio 
has penned 

down a detailed article 
about COVID and its im-
pacts. The ambassador 
has discussed as to how 
the pandemic can be dealt 
with. His article appears 
on the Opinion pages of 
the Islamabad POST to-
day. 

– Editor

PSL 6 
postponed 

for indefinite 
period

DNa

LAHORE: The Pakistan 
Super League’s (PSL) 
sixth edition has been 
postponed indefinitely, 
media reported, months 
after it was put off due to 
players and staff testing 
positive for coronavirus 
despite being inside a bios-
ecure bubble.
The development came af-
ter there were reports of 
the remaining matches to 
be held in the United Arab 
Emirates, with the Gulf 
country’s cricket board 
receiving clearance from 
its government to hold the 
tournament.
The meeting of the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) with 
the franchises is underway 
following which further de-
tails will be available, sourc-
es said, adding the decision 
was taken due to operation-
al hurdles.



LAHORE: Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman 
Buzdar on Wednesday said 
that some elements were 
engaged in hatching con-
spiracies against the PTI 
government from the day 
first and regrettably, tenta-
cles of such elements were 
everywhere. During a meet-
ing with parliamentarians, 
he said, the opposition was 
also patronizing them. He 
vowed to go to every length 
to nab the mafias.
He advised the PDM to 
shun negative politics after 
repeated failures. Regret-
tably, record corruption 
was made in the past and 
kickbacks were received in 
different projects. Billions 
of rupees were looted by 
raising minarets of corrup-
tion, he added and vowed 

that past rulers would have 
to be answerable for their 
mega corruption.
Those who met included 
Provincial Ministers Dr 
Yasmin Rashid, Sibtain 
Khan, Yasir Humayun, 
Dr Akhtar Malik, Advi-
sors Asif Mahmood, Fais-
al Hayat Jabwana, MNAs 
Muhammad Afzal Khan 
Dhandala, Syed Mobeen 
Ahmed, MPAs Malik Asad 
Ali Khokhar, Muhammad 
Tariq Tarar, Malik Mukhtar 
Ahmed, Nazir Ahmed Khan, 
Muhammad Ijaz Hussain, 
Javaid Akhtar, Saleem Sar-
wer Jora, Mian Muhammad 
Akhtar Hayyat, Chaudhry 
Liaqat Ali, Ghazanffar 
Abbas Cheena, Mamoon 
Tarar, Muneeb Sultan 
Cheema, Amir Anayat Sha-
hani and Shahida Ahmed.

The CM also said propos-
als of parliamentarians 
were given importance in 
the formulation of district 
development package and 
every city had been equal-
ly included in the develop-
ment process.
Every decision was made 
with consultation and no 
compromise would be made 
on the respect of parliamen-
tarians, he added.
Meanwhile, MPAs from 
Rawalpindi including 
Major (R) Muhammad 
Latasab Satti, Raja 
Saghir Ahmed, Javed 
Kauser, Chaudhry Sajid 
Mahmood, Wasiq Qa-
yyum Abbasi, Malik Tai-
mur, Amjad Mahmood 
Chaudhry, Ejaz Khan and 
Umer Tanvir also met 
with CM Punjab. – APP

Some elements engaged 
in hatching conspiracies

NATIONAL02
Briefs
DC Visits 

vaccination 
center

SARGODHA: Deputy 
Commissioner Naila Baqir 
Wednesday visited corona 
vaccination centres  set up 
at Government Comprehen-
sive Girls School and Gov-
ernment Ambala College. 
She also inspected counters 
and asked from visitors 
about facilities being provid-
ed at  the centre. 
She was briefed that 21 
vaccination centres were 
operational in the  district 
for free vaccination against 
coronavirus.  On the occa-
sion, Chief Executive officer 
health Dr Rai Samiullah said  
85,039 people, including  
health workers, had been 
administered coronavirus 
vaccine in the district. He 
said  some 169,919 people 
had been registered for the 
COVID-19 vaccine through-
out the district.  The CEO 
added 69,532 people had 
been administered first dose 
and 15,507 had been admin-
istered  the second one.
 

Another 
five die of 

coronavirus 
in Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: Another five 
patients died of COVID-19 
while 121 people were test-
ed positive in the district 
during the last 24 hours. A 
spokesperson for the health 
department said on Wednes-
day that 1,048 coronavirus 
tests were conducted 
in public and private sector 
labs during the period. He 
said that total active cases 
in Faisalabad were 1,446  
while 18,215 patients had so 
far recovered from the dis-
ease.  He said that 334 beds 
were allocated at the Allied 
Hospital, 133 at the DHQ 
Hospital and 150 at Gov-
ernment General Hospital 
Ghulam Muhammad Abad 
for COVID-19 patients. 
At present, 181 patients 
were under treatment at 
the Allied Hospital, 80 at 
DHQ Hospital and 51 were 
admitted  to General Hospi-
tal. He further said that 788 
confirmed patients were iso-
lated at their homes in the 
district. – APP
 

15 outlaws 
arrested in 
Sargodha
Mehboob Ahir

SARGODHA: Police ar-
rested fifteen accused and 
recovered narcotics, weap-
ons from them,said police 
on Wednesday. A spokes-
man said that during con-
tinued drive against drug 
pushers and criminals,the 
teams of different police 
stations conducted raids 
and arrested 15 accused, 
recovered 2.59 kg hash-
ish, 30 litres liquor, seven 
pistols 30 bore, two guns 
12 bore and a pistol 9mm 
from their possession.
They were identified as—Mu-
hammad Waqas, Muhammad 
Amjad, Ameer Ali, Tanveer, 
Ramzan, Sanwal, Irshaad 
Hussain, Khurram Shehzad 
and others. Police registered 
separate cases and started 
investigation.

Youth commits suicide
A young man committed su-
icide over some domestic is-
sue near here in Kot momin 
police limits on Wednesday. 
Police said that Ayub, 26, 
had an altercation with his 
family members over some 
domestic issue. In a fit of 
rage, he consumed poison-
ous pills. He was shifted to 
hospital in serious condition 
where he breathed his last. 
Police handed over the body 
to the heirs after complet-
ing legal formalities.

PFFE staged 
protest 

against Israel
 

ISLAMABAD: European 
Union Pakistan Friendship 
Federation Europe (PFFE) 
Chairman Chaudhry Pervez 
Iqbal with representatives 
of human rights organiza-
tions on Wednesday staged 
a protest rally against Is-
rael outside the European 
Parliament, the European 
Commission and the Euro-
pean Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Brussels. 
The rally was aimed to raise 
voice for the oppressed 
Palestinian brethren and 
shake the international con-
science against Israeli atroc-
ities, said a press release.
The protest was also at-
tended by large number of 
workers of Pashtun organ-
ization Europe. The par-
ticipants of the rally also 
chanted slogans against 
Israel and India. – APP

Deputy Speaker expresses 
solidarity with Palestine

The Palestinian ambassador expressed his gratitude for Pakistan people and 
government for their unequivocal stance against this aggression. He also 
said that Palestinian masses would never forget the support of Pakistan

KhAyAM AbbAsi

ISLAMABAD: National Assem-
bly Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan 
Suri Wednesday remarked that 
Pakistani masses and government 
stands shoulder by shoulder with 
their Palestinian brethren as they 
were facing brutalities inflicted by 
terrorists of Israel.
He expressed these views while 
meeting with Ambassador of Pal-
estinian Ahmed Jawad A Rabi dur-
ing his visit to Palestinian embassy 
in Islamabad, said a press release. 
He said that Parliament of Paki-
stan categorically and unanimous-
ly has passed resolution against 
aggression and barbarity of Israel.
He also mentioned that the heart 
of Pakistani masses beat with their 
Palestinian brothers. He said that 
the Founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah re-

jected the illegal idea of creation 
of Israel at that very time. 
The deputy speaker expressed 
that Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has clear stance against recent 
aggression and barbarity of Isra-
el against innocent Palestinian 
people especially children and 
women. He also resolved that Par-
liament of Pakistan and its people 
would always raise their voices 
with Palestinian brethren.
He also mentioned the steps tak-
en by Prime Minister Imran Khan 
to raise the issue of Palestinian at 
every national and international 
forum. He also inscribed remarks 
in the visitor book. 
The Palestinian ambassador ex-
pressed his gratitude for Paki-
stan people and government for 
their unequivocal stance against 
this aggression. He also said that 
Palestinian masses would never 
forget the support of Pakistan.

2 committed 
suicide in 
separate 
incidents
bureAu report 

FAISALABAD: Two per-
sons committed suicides in 
separate incidents in Faisal-
abad during past 24 hours.  
Police spokesman said on 
Wednesday that 56-year-old 
Anwaarul Haq resident of 
Jameel Abad committed 
suicide by shooting himself 
over some domestic issues. 
In other incident, Mubarak 
Ali resident of Chak No.77-
JB Mullan Pur also commit-
ted suicide over a domestic 
dispute by swallowing poi-
son pills.  The police hand-
ed over both bodies to their 
relatives after completing 
necessary formalities.

26 criminals held
The police on Wednesday 
arrested 26 criminals and 
recovered drugs and illegal 
weapons from their posses-
sion in the district during 
last 24 hours.  According 
to police, raiding teams 
nabbed two proclaimed of-
fenders and 16 drug push-
ers and recovered 1.02 kg 
hashish and 249 liters liquor 
from their possession. 
The police also held 
two gamblers with stake 
money of Rs. 2,240. In a 
crackdown against illegal 
weapons, police arrested 
six persons and recovered 
six pistols from them.  Fur-
ther investigation was un-
derway, said police.

Abducted girl 
recovered 

safely
stAff report

FAISALABAD: The police 
have recovered a minor girl 
safely after one week of her 
abduction in the area of 
Mansoorabad police station. 
Police spokesman said here 
on Wednesday that 9-year-
old Arham Fatima daughter 
of Shahid Maqbool resident 
of Roza Park went missing 
from out side of her house 
one week ago.  Her parents 
searched her lot but in vain. 
Then they informed the con-
cerned police. The police 
after lodging a complaint 
started investigation on sci-
entific lines and recovered 
the minor girl safely. 
The accused, however, 
managed to escape from 
the scene when the police 
conducted raid at their 
den. Further investiga-
tion was underway for the 
arrest of the abductors, 
spokesman added.
 

Karachi NPP 
Unit-2 to be 
inaugurated 
on Friday

ISLAMABAD: Karachi Nu-
clear Power Plant (NPP) 
Unit-2 (K-2) will be formally 
inaugurated on Friday at a 
virtual ceremony to be held 
simultaneously at Islama-
bad, K-2 NPP Karachi and 
Beijing, China. Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan will be the 
chief guest at the ceremony.
K-2 is a generation III, state 
of the art plant with im-
proved safety systems, espe-
cially internal and external 
accident prevention ability 
and enhanced emergency 
response capability.
The plant has 60-year life 
expectancy, extendable to 
further 20 more years. It is 
designed with higher plant 
availability and capacity 
factors, and extended refu-
eling cycle.
The construction of K-2 
commenced in November 
2013, whereas its fuel 
loading started on Decem-
ber 1, 2020 after approval 
from the Pakistan Nucle-
ar Regulatory Authority 
(PNRA). – APP

Khudmat Markaz 
obtained ISO certification 

ishAfq MughAl

FAISALABAD: Electronic Khidmat Markaz (Facilitation 
Center) has obtained ISO 9001 2015 certification from an 
international public service quality testing company and 
the certificate has issued after strict scrutiny and assur-
ance that the facilities provided to public are inline with 
Int’l Standards. DC Muhammad Ali visited the facilitation  
center and handed over the ISO Certificate to Manager 
Mustafa Sattar. He reviewed the procedures for provid-
ing services to the applicants at the counters of different 
departments  and said that getting ISO certificate is a rec-
ognition of standard and ideal services.He said that under 
the vision of CM Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar the district 
administration has supported the Khidmat Markaz for pro-
viding best and rapid services to the applicants under one 
roof. He said that with the help of district administration 
in e-service center Standard and expeditious services of 
various departments are being provided at the venue and 
domicile, Farad issuance, registry related matters, na-
tional identity card, character certificate, learner driving 
license, building map approval, building completion certif-
icate and other services are available. He asked the man-
agement of the center to continue providing services as 
per international standards so that the confidence of the 
people could be further restored. Manager Khidmat Mar-
kaz briefed about the facilities provided to the applicants.
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HYDERABAD: Students holding placards during a protest demonstration against Israeli attacks 
on Gaza in front of Press Club. – DNA Photo by Jan Ali Laghari

FUNCTIONAL VACCINATION CENTERS IN DISTRICT FAISALABAD

Abid rAzA

LAHORE: Punjab Health 
Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid 
on Wednesday directed the 
Health department to en-
hance dengue surveillance 
testing in the provincial labo-
ratories. Addressing a meet-
ing of the cabinet committee 
at the Civil Secretariat here, 
she said the surveillance 
testing must be scaled up 
in the entire province. She 
said the commissioners and 
deputy commissioners must 

personally monitor the dash-
board of dengue statistics. 
She said that all the govern-
ment hospitals had adequate 
stock of medicines. 
She said that dengue should 
be kept under control and 
larvicidal activities must 
continue. "Coordination 
among the concerned de-
partments must be strength-
ened for effective epidemic 
response," she said.
She said that the implemen-
tation of DEAG recommen-
dations must be ensured. 
"I appeal to the people to 

keep their homes and of-
fices clean and dry, "she 
urged. The minister said 
the Health department 
was providing guidance to 
people through helpline. 
She cleared that no negli-
gence would be tolerated 
on dengue prevention so 
the administration would 
have to stay alert on dengue 
prevention. The minister 
informed that the govern-
ment was undertaking third 
party evaluation as well so 
surveillance must be inten-
sified. The Health Minister 

and the Chief Secretary re-
viewed the preparations of 
dengue prevention.
Secretary Primary and Sec-
ondary Healthcare shared 
progress measures taken to 
control dengue spread. The 
concerned departments pre-
sented their respective meas-
ures. Commissioners and DC 
joined the meeting via video 
link. The meeting was at-
tended by representatives of 
Police, DGPR, Civil Aviation, 
Livestock, DHA, PHA, Res-
cue1122 and officials of the 
other govt department.

Minister for enhancing dengue surveillance

ISLAMABAD: Under CPEC already several projects of pow-
er generation and road up gradation have been completed 
but ML-I is one of the main components of CPEC, an offi-
cial said. According to details, the Chinese government is 
also investing US$ 6.8billion ML-1 project which features 
up-gradation and dualization of railway track under China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). This 1872-kilometer 
long track from Peshawar to Karachi is expected to create 
24,000 jobs and would jump up train speed to 160 kilome-
ters per hour.  Railway line would be upgraded from Karachi 
to Peshawar and Taxila to Havelian while new track would 
be laid with improved sub grade for 160km per hour.
Bridges would also be rehabilitated and constructed. This 
mega project is a glaring example of Pak-China friendship.
Moreover, the provision of modern signalling and telecom 
systems, conversion of level -crossing into underpasses or 
flyovers, fencing of track, establishment of dry port near 
Havelian and up-gradation of Walton Training Academy (La-
hore) are also the components of this gigantic project.
The completion of this project would not only create 
direct (20,000 local labour/technical experts and 4,000 
Chinese experts) jobs but also reduce travel time be-
tween Karachi to Lahore from 18 to 10 hours.
As per official information, the capacity of the line will also 
be increased from 34 trains per day to 170 trains per day 
and speed of the freight trains be increased at 120 km/h. 
Pakistan Railways is a state enterprise and it has not been 
a profit making entity since private transport provided bet-
ter services beginning of the year 2000. However, the ML-1 
project is promising uplift of railways in Pakistan.
Keeping in view its importance, the government approved 
the projects   through Executive Committee of the National 
Economic Council (ECNEC) which is worth $ 6.8 billion on 
cost sharing basis as Beijing is the main financer. 
The projects consists of packages with first one com-
prising construction of 527-km long rail-track connecting 
Peshawar, Rawalpindi and Lahore to be completed by 
2024, second and third ones are most significant to up-
grade 251-km long track between Lahore and Hyderabad 
and 740-km between Rawalpindi-Peshawar and Hydera-
bad-Multan respectively, he added. – APP

ML-1 project a 
glaring example 
of Pak-China ties



“First Free Mobile 
Restaurant” 

launches 
The multi-wheeler food-loaded 
vehicle will be utilized to make  
good quality and hygienically  

cooked food reachable to everyone 
throughout the whole year

ISLAMABAD: AAA Associates, A Leading Group of 
Companies, and JDC Foundation (Jafaria Disaster 
Management Cell) jointly launched First Free Mobile 
Restaurant to provide 3-time meal services to the 
needy and indigent population of Islamabad. AAA As-
sociates has been partnered to fund the noble cause 
of JDC free food program initiative by successfully 
setting up the world’s largest Free Mobile Restaurant 
outside PIMS Hospital in the Capital City. After the 
successful launch of Free Mobile restaurant in Kara-
chi, JDC Collaborated with AAA Associates to extend 
its Free food program initiative to other cities by car-
rying out similar activity for underprivileged popula-
tion of Islamabad and Rawalpindi.
The multi-wheeler food-loaded vehicle will be utilized 
to make good quality and hygienically cooked food 
reachable to everyone throughout the whole year. It 
can provide 3 times meals for 15,000 people on daily 
basis. The visitors will be served with variety of Food 
and beverages prepared by a team of Professional 
Chefs to serve the deprived community in the most 
dignified manner. The facility not only serves the visi-
tors with variety of dishes but also allow them to take 
food for their families at home.
The Launching ceremony of First Free Mobile restau-
rant in Islamabad has been graced by Mr. Noor-ul-Haq 
Qadri Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and In-
ter-Faith Harmony &  Mr. Syed Zulfiqar Abbas Bukhari. 
They have praised the initiative of AAA Associates & 
JDC for arranging the ‘free mobile restaurant’ as it 
compliments Government’s vision of Hunger free Pa-
kistan. The Initiative resonate with Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan vision to eradicate Hunger by providing free 
food and shelter to deprived section of our society. 
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Briefs
8 Traffic 
wardens 
awarded 
for good 

performance
DNA

RAWALPINDI: Chief Traffic 
Officer (CTO) Rawalpindi 
Rai Mazhar Iqbal has given 
commendation certificates, 
and cash awards to the of-
ficials showing good per-
formance during lockdown 
and Eid ul Fitr to maintain 
traffic flow in the city.
According to police spokes-
man, the CTO has com-
mended 08 traffic wardens 
for performing best duty 
during lockdown and Eid 
while issued orders to 
charge sheets by suspend-
ing 08 other traffic wardens 
for poor performance. 
Those who received awards 
included Sultan Badshah, 
Zulqarnain, Faisal, Nadeem, 
Hameed, Nazakat, Basit and 
Adil Munir, while Traffic 
Warden Amir Abbas, Waqar, 
Asad Noman, Saqib, Shafiq, 
Khalil, Zaheer and Qasim 
were issued a charge sheet. 
On the occasion, Chief Traf-
fic Officer Rawalpindi Rai 
Mazhar Iqbal made it clear 
that strict action would be 
taken against those who 
were found negligent in per-
forming their duties.

Police held 
16 outlaws 
during last 
24 hours
stAff report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Police have arrested at 
least 16 persons including 
eight Proclaimed offenders 
during the last 24 hours 
in a massive crackdown 
against drug peddlers and 
criminals in the federal cap-
ital and recovered narcot-
ics, wine, stolen motorbike 
and weapons from them.
According to a news release 
on Wednesday, Shalimar po-
lice arrested a drug peddler 
namely Asif Rehman and 
recovered 215 gram hashish 
from him. Shahzad Town 
police arrested Nazeer 
Massih, recovering 10 liters 
of alcohol from him. 
Similarly, Secretariat police 
arrested two drunk accused 
namely Mubarik and Zakir 
Hussain. Sabazi Mandi po-
lice arrested accused Mu-
hammad Usman and recov-
ered one 9mm pistol along 
with ammunition from him.
Moreover, Khanna police ar-
rested accused Arslan Ajmal 
and recovered one 30 bore 
pistol from him. Shams colo-
ny police arrested a bike lifter 
namely Bilal and recovered a 
stolen motorbike from him. 
Bhara Kahu police arrested 
an accused Gul Khataab. 
Cases have been registered 
against the nabbed persons 
and further investigation 
is underway. Meanwhile, 
during a special crackdown 
police teams arrested eight 
proclaimed offenders from 
various areas of the city.

Covid-19 
claims 3 lives 
in 24 hours

RAWALPINDI: As many as 
117 more COVID-19 positive 
cases were reported during 
the last 24 hours, raising the 
tally of confirmed cases to 
25,544 in the district while 
three lost their battle of life 
against the deadly virus.  The 
total infected cases included 
23,595 from Rawalpindi and 
1949 from other districts. 
District Health Authority 
informed Wednesday that 
among the new cases,40 re-
ported from Rawal Town,19 
from Potohar town,31 from 
Rawalpindi Cantt,7 Taxila 4 
Murree,3 Gujar Khan,3 Ka-
huta,2 Kotli sattian,2 KPK, 
and one each from Islama-
bad, AJK, Chakwal, Gujran-
wala and Jehlum. “Presently 
96 confirmed patients were 
admitted to various city fa-
cilities, counting 12 in Holy 
Family Hospital,15 in Bena-
zir Bhutto Hospital, 45 in In-
stitute of Urology,22 in Fauji 
Foundation Hospital and one 
each in Hearts International 
and Akhtar Rukhsana Me-
morial hospital,” the health 
authority report said. 
District Health Author-
ity informed that so far 
23,722 patients were dis-
charged after recovery and 
1970 were quarantined in-
cluding 1184 at home and 
786 in isolation. – APP

GPO Islamabad victim 
of high-ups nonchalance
Customs section does not have any scanners; the biggest and busiest post office 
in the Capital lacks in even basic facilities; infrastructure also in a bad condition

stAff report

ISLAMABAD: The General Post 
Office located in the Capital Ter-
ritory speaks volumes for the ap-
athy of the high ups as the GPO 
lacks in even basic facilities. A 
survey conducted by this scribe 
revealed that most of the staff do 
not even have chairs to sit on.
And the chairs available are in an 
extremely dilapidated condition. 
The staff consequently has to dis-
charge its duties throughout the 
day and by sitting on the edge of 
the chair. So much so, the Cus-
toms section located in the back-
yard of the main building does 
not have a scanner to scan items 
meant for onward transportation 
to various countries. 
Due to non-availability of scan-
ners, the shippers and even the 
staff deputed for scanning of the 
goods, had to wait for hours in 
case of heavy shipments. The man-

ual scanning always takes a heavy 
toll on the staff and the shippers 
as well. Mahmood, a customer 
who was present in the Customs 
section during the survey, said 
that he came this morning to ship 

off his goods to his relatives in a 
foreign country. The staff checked 
all his items contained in the box 
one by one, which took hours. 
He further said you need to have 
one full day at your disposal in 

case you want to get clearance 
from Customs department due to 
rush and want of staff. He howev-
er was all praise for the staff scan-
ning the items adding they tried 
their best to facilitate customers 

within the shortest possible time.
Since international bookings are 
done through the internet there-
fore this is yet another ordeal 
the customers have to undergo. 
Most of the time the internet is 
not working or the connection is 
extremely slow thus taking more 
time in disposing of cases for in-
ternational booking. 
Another customer who came to 
the GPO to get some informa-
tion about driving license fee, 
told the government and espe-
cially the Communication Minis-
ter Murad Saeed claimed to have 
revolutionized the Post Offices, 
however the situation on ground 
was absolutely different.
People still had to stand in long 
queues simply because there were 
not enough counters and staff. If 
that is the situation in the GPO, 
which is located right in the heart 
of the Capital, then what would 
be the situation in the rest of the 
country, he questioned.

Providing 
relief to 
citizens, 

top priority
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (Op-
erations) Dr. Syed Mustafa 
Tanveer on Wednesday said 
that 16 persons including 
eight POs were arrested 
during the last 24 hours in a 
massive crackdown against 
drug peddlers and criminals 
and recovered narcotics, 
wine, stolen motorbike and 
weapons from them.
According to details, Shali-
mar police arrested a drug 
peddler namely Asif Re-
hman and recovered 215 
gram hashish from him.
Shahzad Town police arrest-
ed Nazeer Messih and 10 
liters of alcohol from him. 
Secretariat police arrested 
two drunk accused namely 
Mubarik and Zakir Hussain. 
Sabazi Mandi police arrest-
ed accused Muhammad 
Usman and recovered one 
9mm pistol along with am-
munition from him.
Khanna police arrested ac-
cused Arslan Ajmal and re-
covered one 30 bore pistol 
from him. Shams colony 
police arrested a bike lifter 
namely Bilal and recovered 
a stolen motorbike from 
him.  Bhara Kahu police 
arrested accused Khatab. 
Cases have been registered 
against the nabbed persons 
and further investigation is 
underway from them.
During a special crackdown 
police teams of Sihala, 
Lohibher, Shahzad Town 
Kohsar, Margalla, Shalimar, 
Sabzi Mandi and koral po-
lice arrested eight wanted 
proclaimed offenders from 
various areas of the city. 
DIG (Operations) Afzaal 
Ahmed Kausar and SSP 
(Operations) Dr. Syed 
Mustafa Tanveer have ap-
preciated this performance 
and directed all Station 
House Officers for effective 
crackdown against that in-
volvement in drug peddling 
activities.

Newly 
promoted cops 
of traffic police 

honored
stAff report

ISLAMABAD: A ceremony 
was held in the honor of 
17 personnel of Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) who 
were recently promoted in 
next grade. The ceremony 
was attended among others 
by SSP (Traffic) Farrukh 
Rasheed, SP (Traffic) Mu-
hammad Sarfaraz Virk and 
Director ITP FM Radio 92.4 
Ayesha Jameel.
The SSSP (Traffic) Farrukh  
Rasheed pinned the badges 
to the promoted policemen 
which included Fiaz, Adil, 
Mushtaq, Muhammad Arif, 
Zia Ullah, Ghaffar, Zaka Ul-
lah, Ehsan, Anwar ul Haq, 
Mudassar Abbass, Hafeez, 
Arif Abbassi, Abdul Rasheed, 
Sher Afzal, Zaman and Ejaz. 
The SSP (Traffic) congrat-
ulated these police officials 
and hoped for their best 
contribution towards effec-
tive policing. He also made 
a group photo with newly 
promoted police officials and 
hoped for further effective 
policing efforts in future. 

Cleansing, 
desilting work 

of Nullah 
Lai starts

RAWALPINDI: On the di-
rection of Commissioner 
Rawalpindi Syed Gulzar 
Hussain Shah, dredging 
and desilting work of Na-
llah Lai has been started 
and monitoring teams have 
been formed. The Direc-
tor Local Government and 
Community Development 
Amna Rafique who led the 
monitoring team, along with 
WASA officials, inspected 
the cleaning work of Nallah 
Lai on Gawalmandi. 
Earlier, while briefing the 
Commissioner Rawalpindi 
on the cleaning of Nallah 
Lai, WASA Managing Direc-
tor said that the Punjab gov-
ernment has given a grant 
of Rs 30 million to WASA 
Rawalpindi this financial 
year.  The WASA will work 
to clean the drain from 
Katarian, Murree Road and 
adjoining areas. The obsta-
cles in the flow of water un-
der and around the bridges 
would be removed. 
The silt and solid waste 
dumps in Nallah Lai would 
also be lifted through heavy 
machinery. – APP

zubAir AhMAd

ISLAMABAD: Chief Economist 
Planning & Development, Govern-
ment of Balochistan, Mr. Ghaus 
Bakhash Marri, has said that the 
lack of coordination between var-
ious government departments, is 
one of the major challenges for 
brining investment in renewable 
energy projects in Balochistan. 
Besides, security related issues 
are also impediment in achieving 
sustainable development in the 
province.  He said this while shar-
ing his views with the participants 
at the Public Private Dialogue 
‘Roadmap for Sustainable Devel-
opment of Balochistan: Aligning 
development priorities with Clean 

Energy Transition pathways,’ 
held by sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI), here on 
Wednesday.
He emphasized that ease of doing 
business must be taken care of to 
tap the real protentional of invest-
ment.  There is huge potential of 
wind energy in coastal belt and 
solar in the whole of Balochistan. 
However, the lack of transmission 
infrastructure and rural electri-
fication is a bottleneck in the de-
velopment and thus, micro grid 
based rural electrification with 
collaborative efforts of the public 
and private stakeholders needs to 
be explored, he added.
Mr. Tauha Hassan Sidiqqui, while 
representing Balochistan Board 
of Investment, highlighted Ba-

lochistan’ potential of energy, par-
ticularly in terms of investment in 
renewable energy sector and said 
that a huge potential of wind cor-
ridor that starts from Gwadar and 
goes up to Makran region, is still 
remains untapped. The govern-
ment strategy is to aim for inviting 
investors in different fields and our 
focus on energy investment aims 
to uplift Balochistan both in terms 
of foreign direct investment (FDI) 
and public private partnership.
Energy sector expert, Dr. Nadia 
Farooq, informed the participants 
that 30% of the world energy is 
expected to be of solar and wind 
in near future. She said that Asian 
Development Bank’s project of 
clean energy in Punjab and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa has supported 

the remote rural population.
She highlighted that Balochistan 
capacity in renewable energy 
sector is extremely high, how-
ever, transmission mechanism 
needs to be addressed on prior-
ity basis by the Federal and Pro-
vincial governments.  
Dr. Abdul Salam Lodhi, Professor 
of Economics, BUITEMS, Quetta, 
while explaining economic po-
tentials of Balochistan in term of 
mining, agriculture, tourism, and 
international trade, said that the 
wind corridors in Noshki, Kharan 
and Killa Saifullah, are ideal loca-
tions to explore the real potential 
of wind energy.
Director, Bridge Factor, Mr. 
Ashruff Hasan Rana, emphasized 
on the need for consistency of pol-

icy and said that the situation of 
infrastructure and security needs 
to be improved in the province. 
Likewise, Gwadar should be uti-
lized as an opportunity along-with 
a strong focus on grid upgrada-
tion, he added.
Dr. Hina Aslam, Research Fellow, 
SDPI, while presenting overall 
landscape of renewable energy in 
Pakistan, highlighted that SDPI 
is supporting the government 
to identify and develop an evi-
dence-based framework for future 
Energy policy in term of genera-
tion and consumption. Moreover, 
SDPI has also established a net-
work for clean energy transition 
which has been contributing to the 
transition of the political economy 
of the country, she concluded.

Coordination key to Sustainable Development 
There is huge potential of wind energy in coastal belt and solar in the whole of Balochistan. However, 

the lack of transmission infrastructure and rural electrification is a bottleneck in the development
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ISLAMABAD: Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting and Dr. Baber Awan, Advisor to 
Prime Minister on Parliamentary Affairs briefing the media persons about Electronic Voting Machine (EVM). – DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Executive Board 
Meeting (EBM) of NAB presided over 
by its chairman Justice (Retd) Javed 
Iqbal authorized filing three referenc-
es, nine inquiries and three investi-
gations against various suspects on 
allegation of inflicting billion of rupees 
losses to national exchequer.
According to a NAB press release, the 
EBM authorized conducting inquiry 
against PML-N leader Amir Muqam 
and closing inquiry against Captain 
Safdar Awan. The forum authorized 
filing three references including a ref-
erence against Ehsanullah Mehsood, 
former senior member Board of Rev-
enue, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on the 
accusations of allegedly allotting 1,976 

Kanal State land in Dera Ismael Khan 
by abuse of power which caused heavy 
losses to the national exchequer.
The EBM okayed filing another refer-
ence against Maqbool Ahmed Lehri, 
former district Nazim, Dr. Kalimullah, 
former Mayor Metropolitan Corpora-
tion, Quetta and others. The suspects 
has allegedly been involved in doling 
out 5,292 square feet state land on 
lease on much cheaper rates illegally 
to favorites thus inflicting Rs 529 mil-
lion losses to the national exchequer.
The EBM authorized filing a corrup-
tion reference against Mir Muham-
mad Amin Umrani, former Provin-
cial Minister Excise and Taxation, 
Government of Balochistan and oth-
ers on the accusations of amassing 
the assets totally unmatched to their 
known sources of income - obviously 

by abusing the authority.
The EBM accorded approval of con-
ducting nine inquiries against various 
personalities including against Dr. 
Naveed, DG Agriculture Research, 
Tariq Mehmood, Administrative officer 
and others, officers and officials of Min-
istry of Housing and Works, PWD and 
others, Mumtaz Khan, former Conserv-
ative Forest and others,Nasir Khan, for-
mer MNA, Shahab Khattak, Secretary 
C&DW department, KPK and others, 
Muhammad Naseem, MD, Nasir, Gha-
foor, GM, Aliur Rehman, Zonal Manag-
er, WSSP and others, officers, officials 
of Revenue department, Gwadar, Ghu-
lam Hussain Jaffar and others, Chair-
man Township Housing Scheme dis-
trict Khuzdar, and inquiry against Amir 
Muqam, former  Advisor to the Prime 
Minister was also approved.

NAB to file 3 more references 
against various suspects

IESCO 
issues power 
suspension 
programme

stAff report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(IESCO) on Wednesday is-
sued a power suspension 
programme for Thursday for 
various areas of its region 
due to necessary mainte-
nance and routine devel-
opment work. According 
to IESCO Spokesman, the 
power supply of different 
feeders and grid stations 
would remain suspended for 
the period from 09:00 AM to 
02:00 PM, Fateh Pur, Khour, 
Bhangali, Karnab Kaswal, 
Sukho, Golf City, NIH, Bhara 
Kahu, Treat, T&T, Athal feed-
ers and surrounding areas.
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sArMAd sohAil KhAn

R OSHAN Digital account is 
State Bank of Pakistan’s 
initiative in collaboration 

with the commercial banks in Pa-
kistan. The RDA aims to provide 
innovative banking systems for 
millions of Nonresident Pakistan-
is (NRPs) seeking to undertake 
the payment, banking and the 
investment in Pakistan For the 
first time in the history of the Pa-
kistan. NRPs are being provided 
with the opportunity to remotely 
open a digital account in Pakistan 
through an entirely digital and on-

line process without the needs to 
visit the bank branch.
The Roshan Digital Account chang-
es the lifestyle banking of the Pa-
kistan history. It fully integrates 
the Pakistanis Diaspora with the 
Pakistan banking and payment sys-
tem. The Roshan Digital Account 
is providing several services with 
digital access to all the convention-
al account services which include 
bills, funds transfer, fee payment 
and ecommerce. It enables NRP to 
invest in Naya Pakistan certificate 
(NPCs) issued by the Pakistan gov-
ernment at risk free rates. On the 
NPC the 10% withholding tax on 
profit is applicable which is full and 

final. It also gives you an opportuni-
ty to invest in the listed companies 
at the Pakistan Stock Exchange. 
It also enables opening up invest-
ment opportunities in Pakistan’s 
property market. 
Now the funds that are available in 
the account can be remitted back 
from Pakistan without any distor-
tion in the process.
Now the major banks in the Paki-
stan banking sector are collabo-
rating with the SBP on the RDA 
operations. The SBP Governor 
maintains the Roshan Digital Ac-
count will allow overseas Pakistan-
is to engage themselves with the 
ecommerce activities in Pakistan. 

Which technically means to pay 
the bills for the families and digi-
tally and remotely invest in the Pa-
kistan stock market? The Roshan 
Digital Account means that the ac-
count holder will be able to seam-
lessly remit the funds back to the 
country where the individual lives. 
Now to open a Roshan Digital Ac-
count a customer has to choose 
from a foreign currency or rupee 
account or both. For the NRPS’s 
the accounts will use the informa-
tion and will enable the real time 
online conversion of the currency 
from a foreign currency into Paki-
stani rupee denominated account 
and also the opposite.

The INPCCL will issue the INPC 
in a scrip-less format, which will 
be subscribed by the eligible in-
dividuals through the foreign cur-
rency value account or NRP rupee 
value account being marketed as 
the Roshan Digital Account. 
The funds for investment in 
INPC’s must be remitted from 
abroad in the investor FCVA or 
NRVA after 30th day of June 2020. 
The investor will have the option 
to subscribe PKR dominated or 
US Dollar denominated INPC’s of 
3 month, 6 month, 12 month and 
3 year or 5 year tenor.

– The writer is student of 
SZABIST ISLAMABAD

Roshan Digital Account

Briefs
Arrest 

warrant 
against CDA 
ex-chairman

DNA
ISLAMABAD: An Account-
ability Court (AC) on 
Wednesday issued arrest 
warrants against former 
chairman Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) 
Farkhand Iqbal and others 
for nonappearance in a 
graft reference.
AC-II Judge Muhammad 
Azam Khan heard the graft 
reference pertaining to sell 
of a welfare plot after con-
verting into commercial 
filed by National Accounta-
bility Bureau (NAB). 
The court issued non bail 
able arrest warrants against 
Farkhand Iqbal and accused 
Latif Abid for continuous 
disappearance in the case. 
The hearing of the case was 
then adjourned till June 14.

IESCO 
recovers Rs 
130.976 bln 

in 10 months
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(IESCO) has recovered over 
Rs 130.976 billion during 
the first 10 months of cur-
rent fiscal year showing an 
increase of Rs 10.753 billion 
over the collection of same 
period of last year.
Sharing the details here 
Wednesday, Chief Engineer 
IESCO Customer Servic-
es Directorate Tahir Jamal 
said that an amount of Rs 
120.223 was recovered 
from government and pri-
vate consumers on account 
of utility bills during July 
2019 to April 2020. Howev-
er, he said that a sum of Rs 
130.976 billion was recov-
ered from the consumers 
during July 2020 to April 
thus registering an increase 
of Rs 10.753 billion.
He said under the vision of 
Energy Ministry and on di-
rectives of Chief Executive 
Officer IESCO Chauhdary 
Abdul Razzaq, special recov-
ery drive was launched which 
brought positive results. He 
said increase in recovery was 
a clear example of untiring 
efforts of all field formations 
and recovery teams. – APP

SC urged to 
take suo moto 
notice of Ring 

Road scam
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) has demanded the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan 
(SCP) take suo moto notice 
of Rawalpindi Ring Road 
(RRR) project scandal. Talk-
ing to a private television 
channel, PML-N spokesper-
son Marriyum Aurangzeb 
called ‘corruption’ in the 
project a robbery commit-
ted in the broad daylight.
At the same time, she also 
demanded that not only 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
should resign but that he 
should also be arrested 
since, what she alleged, it 
was on PM Imran’s order 
that the alignment of the 
Ring Road project had been 
changed to benefit Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) sen-
iors. Marriyum said categor-
ically that her party rejected 
National Accountability Bu-
reau’s (NAB) inquiry into 
the scam since it could not 
question the prime minis-
ter. “PM Imran should first 
be kept in prison, and then 
he should be questioned in 
connection with his role in 
the corruption scandal,” 
she asserted.

Online 
registration  
for tenants 

starts
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Inspector 
General of Police (IGP), Is-
lamabad, Qazi Jameel-ur-Re-
hman Wednesday inaugu-
rated an online registration 
system for the people resid-
ing in the federal capital on 
rented houses.
Under the initiative the 
landlords could submit 
their tenant details on the 
department website with-
out visiting a police station. 
A ceremony in that regard 
held at Central Police Of-
fice, was attended by DIG 
Headquarter Kamran Adil, 
director IT department Sal-
eem Raza Sheikh and other 
Officials of Capital police.

ICCI urges govt to finalize 
budget with consultation

President ICCI said that Pakistan was in dire need of boosting trade and industrial 
activities in order to achieve early revival of economy and stressed that the 

government should bring down policy interest rate to least 3 percent
zubAir AhMAd

ISLAMABAD: The business 
community is the key stakehold-
er in running the economy and 
the government should finalize 
the upcoming federal budget in 
consultation with major cham-
bers of commerce & industry 
and other trade bodies. This was 
emphasized by Sardar Yasir Il-
yas Khan, President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try in a statement.
President ICCI said that Pakistan 
was in dire need of boosting trade 
and industrial activities in order to 
achieve early revival of economy 
and stressed that the government 

should bring down policy interest 
rate to least 3 percent in the next 
budget that would pave way for 
availability of low cost credit to 
the private sector and accelerate 
the pace of industrialization and 
investment in the country. 
He said that 17 percent GST was 
a major factor for high cost of do-
ing business and hike in inflation 
for the common man, therefore, 
he urged that the government 
should bring down GST to single 
digit level in the upcoming budget 
in order to reduce the production 
cost and decrease inflation in the 
country. It would also make our 
exports more competitive in the 
international market.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that 

Pakistan was mostly relying on raw 
materials and agro based commod-
ities for exports while there was a 
great need to focus on production 
of value added products for achiev-
ing a great boost in exports. For 
this purpose, the government 
should allow duty free import of 
industrial machinery, equipment 
and technology so that our indus-
trial sector could upgrade itself to 
produce value added and hi-tech 
products for exports. He said 
that the government should also 
consider providing incentive pack-
age to all major industries on the 
pattern of construction that would 
bring a new industrial revolution 
in the country. He said that the 
government should also reduce 

taxes and duties on vehicles to 
promote investment in the auto-
mobile sector along with cutting 
duties on luxury goods.
ICCI President said that Pakistan 
has tremendous potential to im-
prove its economy by promoting 
the tourism sector. He stressed 
that in the next budget, the gov-
ernment should allow duty free 
import for all paraphernalia for 
the development of tourism relat-
ed projects including tiles, lights, 
electrical, mechanical & IT equip-
ment in addition to machinery 
used in 3-5 star hotels and all tour-
ism projects. He said that duty 
free import of passenger lifts, 
escalators, chillers, furniture and 
fittings, GRMS systems, BMUS, 

chair lifts for resorts would go a 
long way in promoting the tourism 
sector. He said that besides the 
cost of land, the development of a 
4 to 5 star hotel was capital inten-
sive primarily due to the extensive 
duties in place and much longer 
payback period. Therefore, he 
emphasized that the government 
should announce at least a 5-10 
year tax holiday along with various 
other incentives for investment in 
the tourism industry. Since the 
return on investment in the hotel 
industry comes after 7 to 10 years, 
therefore a tax holiday of mini-
mum 5-10 years was important to 
make this sector more lucrative 
for investors and a game changer 
for the economy.

Journalists 
to counter 

propaganda 
against 

pandemic
stAff report

ISLAMABAD: A total of 
3,387 journalists, reporters 
and bloggers have been en-
gaged at both federal and 
provincial level for promot-
ing key messages and coun-
tering negative media and 
Covid-19 related myths.
According to UNICEF Paki-
stan, report 2021, to coun-
ter the belief that corona 
virus is fake, journalists and 
reporters have been asked 
to continue writing about 
the severity of the disease, 
importance of testing, early 
professional health seeking 
behaviors and the impor-
tance of physical distancing 
as well as key behaviors to 
follow, such as hand wash-
ing and general hygiene.

PFA discards 
4,030 kg 

unhygienic 
chicken meat

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Punjab 
Food Authority (PFA) have 
seized 4,030 kilograms of 
substandard and unhygienic 
meat of ill chickens during 
an operation in the city area 
here on Wednesday. Accord-
ing to the PFA spokesman, 
the enforcement team car-
ried out a raid in the Chick-
en market in the wee hours 
at the BaghSardaran area 
and discarded 4,030 kg of 
chicken meat on the spot.
He said that meat was being 
supplied to the city hotels 
and was not up to hygienic 
standard. The teams also im-
posed a heavy fine on 7 ve-
hicles involved in delivering 
substandard chicken to the 
market while warning notic-
es were issued to 12 suppli-
ers for improving the weight 
and quality of chicken.

Islamabad 
police starts 

Eagle Squads’ 
training 

ISLAMABAD:Islamabad 
police has formally started 
training of its ‘Eagle Squad’ 
on the pattern of Dolphin 
Force Punjab. The officials 
of Dolphin Force and Police 
Training School Islamabad 
were imparting training 
to the personnel of Eagle 
Squads, said DIG (Opera-
tions) Afzaal Ahmed Kausar 
on Wednesday. Addressing to 
the under-training ‘Jawans’, 
he said the new squads would 
be introduced in the Capital 
after successful conclusion 
of training who would be 
responsible for effective pa-
trolling in the city.
He thanked the team of ‘Dol-
phin Force’ for sparing time 
and imparting professional 
training to the cops of Islam-
abad police.The DIG (Oper-
ations) further said that the 
performance of Islamabad 
police would ensure positive 
image of ‘Dolphin Force’. He 
urged the training cops to 
earn respect for the depart-
ment and to be professional 
in their conduct.
He hoped that they would 
help secure the capital 
city. He was of the view 
that there was no short cut 
to success and one has to 
work hard to achieve suc-
cess in life. Kausar asked 
the under-training person-
nel to learn what was being 
taught to them and serve 
the community with best 
of their professional capa-
bilities. He said that Allah 
is very kind to us who has 
given opportunity to serve 
the masses. – APP

Pakistan Post 
to organize 
online open 
court today

stAff report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Post 
will organize online ‘Khuli 
Katchery’ (Open Court) for 
resolving the complaints of 
postal services clients on 
Thursday from 11 am to 
1 pm. According to an an-
nouncement by Directorate 
of Pakistan Post, Director 
General Pakistan Post 
would listen the complaints 
through online zoom meet-
ing of the postal clients and 
will issue orders to concern 
for redressal. 
The initiative was taken 
on the special directives of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
and Ministry of Communi-
cations and Postal Services.
The high ranking officers 
based in all provinces in-
cluding Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
would hold such courts.

JI to observe 
Palestine 

Solidarity Day
Dr. Tariq Saleem said that Ameer 

Jamaat Islami Siraj ul Haq will 
lead a grand Labaik Al-Aqsa March 
from Centaurus Mall to D-Chowk 
in Islamabad at 3PM on Friday

KhAyAM AbbAsi

RAWALPINDI: JamaatIslami Pakistan will observe Fri-
day 21 May as Palestine Solidarity Day to protest over 
the genocide of Muslims in Gaza by the Israeli forces. 
On this occasion, the Jamaat will also organize Labaik 
Al-Quds Rally from Centaurus Mall to D-Chowk which 
would be led by Ameer JI Siraj ul Haq, Palestinians and 
leaders of religious and political parties.
This was announced by Ameer JamaatIslami Punjab Dr. 
Tariq Saleem in a press conference at JI’s district office in 
Syed Maududi building here Tuesday. He said that Israeli 
forces were involved in committing war crimes against in-
nocent Palestinians by launching air attacks on hospitals 
and media houses in Gaza. JamaatIslami will always re-
main at forefronts before the Israeli terrorism against the 
women, children and the innocent civilians of Palestine by 
becoming their voice, he said and added that countrywide 
anti-Israel protests and marches would be organized on 
Friday to express solidarity with the Muslims of Palestine.
Dr. Tariq Saleem said that Ameer Jamaat Islami Siraj ul 
Haq will lead a grand Labaik Al-Aqsa March from Centau-
rus Mall to D-Chowk in Islamabad at 3PM on Friday.
He said that more than 200 civilians including 59 chil-
dren and 35 women were martyred in Israeli air attacks 
in Gaza besides bombardment on international media 
houses aiming to stop showing the true picture of Is-
raeli barbarism to the world.
Appreciating the passage of Palestine Solidarity Resolution 
by the National Assembly, Dr. Tariq Saleem asked the Op-
position and the government to send parliamentary delega-
tions to Europe and other countries to apprise their lead-
erships about the inhuman Israeli actions in Gaza. He also 
called upon the media to counter the Jewish influenced 
western media. Provincial Secretary General JI Iqbal Khan, 
Dy SG Rasal Khan Babar, Ameer JI district Rawalpindi Syed 
ArifSherazi, Ameer JI Islamabad district Nasrullah Rand-
hawa, Secretary Information JI Punjab InamulHaq Awan, 
President JI Youth Punjab Awais Aslam Mirza, Secretary 
JI district Rawalpindi Muhd Usman Akash, President Pa-
kistan Business Forum Punjab Muhammad Taj Abbasi and 
others were also present on the occasion.

Prior dengue infection can 
double Covid-19 risk: Study

ISLAMABAD: People who have had dengue in the past are twice as likely to develop symptoms of Covid-19 if they are 
infected by coronavirus, finds a new study. The study, led by University of Sao Paulo in Brazil, detected the presence of 
antibodies against dengue virus and SARS-CoV-2 in blood samples from 1,285 inhabitants of Macio Lima, a small town 
in the state of Acre, part of Brazil’s Amazon region. “Our results show that the populations most exposed to dengue, 
possibly owing to socio-demographic factors, are precisely those that most risk falling very sick if they’re infected by 
SARS-CoV-2. This is an example of what has been called a syndemic (synergic interaction between two epidemic diseas-
es so that one exacerbates the effects of the other),” principal investigator Marcelo Urbano Ferreira, Professor at the 
varsity’s Biomedical Sciences Institute (ICB-USP) said. “On one hand, Covid-19 has hindered efforts to control dengue. 
On the other hand, the latter appears to increase the risk for those who contract the former,” Ferreira added. There 
may be a biological basis for the phenomenon, in the sense that antibodies against dengue virus somehow exacerbate 
Covid-19, or it may simply be due to socio-demographic factors that make certain population groups more vulnerable 
to both diseases for various reasons, according to the researcher published in the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases. 
“The results evidence the importance of reinforcing both the social distancing measures introduced to contain the 
spread of SARS-CoV-2 and efforts to control the dengue vector, as the two epidemics are occurring at the same time and 
affecting the same vulnerable population. This should be getting more attention from the federal government,” Ferreira 
said. The blood samples analyzed for the study had been collected in November 2019 and November 2020.  – DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Leader of the House in the Senate, Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem addressing a virtual Youth Caucus 
organized by the center for Research & Security Studies (CRSS). – DNA

shujAAt hAMzA

ISLAMABAD: China and 
Pakistan have made steady 
progress and headway, 
through cultural exchanges 
and cooperation, in diverse 
and vital domains ever since 
diplomatic relations were 
established in  early 1950s. 
Both the governments, dur-
ing the last 70 years, have 
initiated several impor-
tant measures to increase 
awareness in their popula-
tions regarding difference 
in cultures, social values 
and business environments 
across China and Pakistan. 
Whether it is with enhanc-
ing official visits, investing 
in the tourism industry or 
attempting to narrowing the 
gap between the two friend-
ly nations by addressing the 
language barrier, both gov-
ernments have invested in 
making cultural cooperation 

an integral and vital part of 
their policies.
Physical and cultural con-
nectivity between both the 
nations have also witnessed 
a boost under China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) during the recent 
years, since the project is 
intensively promoting bi-
lateral interaction and peo-
ple-to-people contacts.
The cultural exchange ac-
tivities during recent years 
have received a substantial 
boost with citizens avail-
ing better opportunities to 
meet and showcase their 
talents. The way in which 
governments of Pakistan 
and China have attempted 
to close the gap between 
the two diverse cultures, is 
exemplary.
Commenting on the cele-
bration of 70th diplomatic 
relations between China and 
Pakistan, Provincial Minis-
ter, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

Faisal Amin Khan Gandapur 
on Wednesday said both 
countries have robust ties 
while China has set prece-
dent of achieving successes 
in a number of fields. 
He said CPEC was a per-
fect example of China's 
support and Pakistan's role 
in the greater Belt & Road 
Initiative, was important by 
all means. "In my personal 
opinion, we can learn from 
Chinese model in so many 
ways; take the example of 
their agriculture, their per 
acres yields for different 
crops and they have invest-
ed in their rural populations 
and salvaged millions out of 
poverty," he said.
Regarding people-to-peo-
ple contacts, the Minister 
lauded the role of CPEC in 
promoting this vital area. 
"China has been support-
ing Pakistan in terms of 
educational scholarships 
under student exchange 

programmes", he added.
Faisal Amin emphasized 
that programmes in tourism 
sector should be increased 
but not just in traditional 
mode but more as a means 
of exchange of knowledge. 
“Our farmers, even some of 
our departments, still use 
old techniques and both 
the countries need to work 
further in this domain to get 
optimum results,” he said.
In her comments, Director 
General, Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) 
said cultural and literary 
exchanges were vital to 
further strengthen peo-
ple-to-people contacts.  She 
eulogized role and activities 
of China Cultural Center in 
Islamabad for collaboration 
and boosting cultural ex-
change programmes.   
She said the cultural ex-
changes between China and 
Pakistan have undergone a 
long history. 

Cultural and youth exchanges 
promoting Pak-China relations

Rs 21.86b 
recovered  

during tenure 
of DG RDA

RAWALPINDI: The Director 
General Rawalpindi Develop-
ment Authority (RDA) Capt. 
(R) Abdul Sattar Issani left 
the charge of his post where 
he served as Director Gener-
al RDA for three months. 
During his tenure the Au-
thority recovered more than 
Rs 80 million which were 
deposited in the public treas-
ury and 320 maps were ap-
proved in three months. 
While in addition to provid-
ing facilities to the people 
and activating one window 
operation centre to solve the 
problems faced by the mass-
es, stringent action was also 
launched against illegal hous-
ing societies and the looters 
of lifelong savings of the 
people. Moreover, under the 
supervision of DG RDA Cap-
tain (R) Abdul Sattar Issani 
and high expertise of Land 
Wing RDA audits of housing 
societies worth about Rs 32 
billion was made. – DNA
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No smoking The Ring Road saga

F OR too many years, the warning signs printed on ciga-
rette packages sold in Pakistan have been ignored. Paki-
stan has one of the highest numbers of smokers or per-

sons using tobacco-based products in the world, with 22 million 
persons over 18 using these substances including cigarettes, 
bidis, water pipes, sheesha and other similar means of tobac-
co intake on a regular basis. Over 15 million Pakistanis use 
tobacco daily, according to the limited figures we have. It has 
also been reported that many juveniles smoke despite the ban 
on children under 18 buying tobacco products and that nearly 
50 percent of the population faces health hazards from second-
hand smoke.
In this context, the decision by Prime Minister Imran Khan to 
withdraw from a webinar hosted by an international tobacco com-
pany on Covid in the region in which other heads of cabinet from 
countries across the region had been invited to take part is wel-
come. The decision sends out a strong message against smoking, 
and also fits in with WHO conventions that Pakistan has signed. 
At present, despite some campaigns, there are too many people 
either willing to risk their lives by adopting smoking as a habit or 
are oblivious to the risks due to illiteracy and the ignorance that 
comes with it. O
The prime minister’s action has been welcomed by health activ-
ists, child rights groups and other organisations across the coun-
try. We now need further messaging from people with influence 
to help eliminate smoking, including the sheesha culture which 
has quickly gained popularity amongst young people, despite 
findings by institutes such as the Aga Khan Hospital about the 
very real dangers this presents. Nations around the world have 
worked hard to eradicate smoking. We must join them. Much 
more needs to be done, with bans on smoking in public places 
strictly implemented, so that smoking can be discouraged and 
people prevented from taking it up or becoming addicted to the 
substance which some health experts believe is more dangerous 
than any other addictive material as far as health risks and the 
cause of death go.

T HE Rawalpindi Ring Road project controversy has 
claimed its first major victim. Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister Zulfi Bukhari resigned from his posi-

tion on Monday. Scrutiny is also on Aviation Minister Ghulam 
Sarwar, who has now repeatedly rejected having any role in 
the project and has vowed to quit politics if any corruption 
could be proved against him.
This is an incriminating saga on corruption and domestic 
failure—it is refreshing to see the Prime Minister demand-
ing accountability by ordering a full-fledged inquiry. We see 
consequences already for those involved, even if by means of 
speculation through the political resignations as well as the 
transfers of hundreds in the bureaucracy said to be benefi-
ciaries.
Yet, overall, this development is bad publicity for the govern-
ment. The different fact-finding reports released before the 
decision for a full-fledged inquiry has led to rumours of sever-
al political figures being involved. 
This is unsurprisingly being taken advantage of by the opposi-
tion—the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) is demand-
ing action not just against alleged “direct beneficiaries” like 
cabinet members Ghulam Sarwar Khan and Zulfi Bukhari but 
also against CM Buzdar and PM Khan, claiming that the pro-
ject was realigned with their approval. The waters are being 
muddied further with new reports coming out of the irregular-
ities in the project.
It is in the government’s interest thus to expedite the investi-
gations so that clear action can be taken against those found 
culpable. The longer the inquiries into the project remain in 
the dark, the more controversial it will become. It is undenia-
ble though that the mishandling of this initiative is a loss for 
the government—this project affects the civilians directly, with 
Islamabad Expressway being an absolute mess from DHA-2 
till Gulberg Interchange. All investigations must be conducted 
quickly and transparently, and those found guilty must face 
consequences.

the Mars. However, their production capacity remains 
inadequate to meet the high demand. To make the sit-
uation worse, some countries are buying the vaccines 
more than they genuinely require, leaving other majority 
in need behind.  
The COVID-19 pandemic has spread with phenomenal 
speed, infecting millions and bringing economic activity 
to a near-standstill as countries imposed tight restric-
tions on movement to halt the spread of the virus. As of 
16 May 2021, more than 163 million cases have been con-
firmed, with more than 3.37 million deaths attributed to 
corona virus, making it one of the deadliest pandemics in 
history. What we are witnessing that the fast spreading of 
corona virus has converted the global health emergency 
crisis into multi-dimensional global crisis.As the health 
and human toll grows, the economic damage is already 
evident and represents the largest economic shock the 
world has experienced in decades. 
In the light of this background, I can identify some les-
sons learned from this pandemic for reflection. First, no 
single country is immune from COVID-19 virus. We can 
go further to browse the Worldodometer.com to get an 
update on the latest developments. Globalization has ac-
celerated the spread of viruses. Increased mobilization 
and international traveling have further contributed to 
make COVID-19 pandemic a catastrophic new chapter. 
As countries around the globe started closure of their 
borders, the pandemic wreaked havoc to global sup-
ply chain of manufactured goods. And as the virus has 
spread around the globe, concerns have shifted from 
supply-side manufacturing issues to decreased business 
in the services sector. All fashion, entertainment, sport, 
and technology events have been canceled or have been 
shifted online. While the monetary impact on the travel 
and trade industry is yet to be fully estimated and under-
stood, it is likely to be in the loss of hundreds of billions 
of dollars.
Second, the COVID-19 pandemic has had far-reach-
ing economic consequences beyond the spread of the 
disease itself and efforts to contain it.The pandemic 
plunged most countries into recession last year, with per 
capita income contracting in the largest fraction of coun-
tries globally since 1870. These downturns are expected 
to reverse years of progress toward development goals 
and push tens of millions of people back into extreme 
poverty.Over the broader horizon, the deep recession 
triggered by the pandemic are expected to leave lasting 
scars through lower investment, an erosion of human 
capital through lost work and schooling, and fragmenta-
tion of global trade and supply linkages.
Third, the extra ordinary situation posed by this pandem-
ic has to be responded by extra ordinary measures in 
order to make prevention measures works. The nature 
of this new pandemic brings a lot of uncertainties on the 
efficacy of the vaccines, and potential long-term side ef-
fects of newly developed MNRA based vaccines. Some 
even questioned the legal basis for the procurement 
since interested states have to make advance payment 

without guarantee should clinical trials fail. Noting this 
extra-ordinary situation, we need to be open-minded to 
understand the pressing challenge posed by countries 
around the globe to take a prompt yet extra-ordinary 
measures. In doing so, they have to make necessary but 
urgent adjustments on various aspects of governance in 
order to prevent the imminent danger to the health of 
their citizens. The unprecedented pandemic, therefore, 
requires an unprecedented global response.
Fourth, countries need to improve their own public 
health care to adequately provide immediate response in 
time of crises, and to become more resilient.  During in-
itial phases of pandemic, we learned widespread reports 
of shortages of face mask, gloves, and other health pro-
tection gears. We observed also panic buying and con-
sequent shortages of food and other essential grocery 
items. Raw materials for Remdesiviror Dexamethasone 
were difficult to be found in the market, making coun-
tries unable to produce those drugs. 
Indonesia is equally affected by this pandemic and there-
fore has designed a strategy to tackle this pandemic. It 
is a three-pronged strategy which consisting of address-
inghealth emergency situation; allocating safety net for 
social protection program; and providing stimulus for 
SME industries and to boost domestic consumption. 
The budget amounted to USD 48 Billion was allocated 
to meet these ends last year alone. Some amounts were 
reserved to improve our public health system, promote 
research & development in the health sector, including 
helping the national pharmaceutical companies to pro-
duce homegrown COVID-19 vaccines. As we know, cur-
rent global manufacturing capabilities are far below what 
is actually needed - only about a dozen countries have the 
capacity to produce COVID-19 vaccines.
Fifth, increasing role of scientific-based evidence for pol-
icy recommendations. The pandemic has taught us to lis-
ten to the experts. Governments around the globe have 
appointed eminent scientists to lead them in making 
health policy’s recommendations for effective COVID-19 
prevention. Health protocols are being implemented 
taking into account their recommendations. The use of 
Information Technology has been promoted to monitor 
and control the spread of viruses. We have witnessed 
painfully clear evidence of rising cases of infections if we 
fail to honor their recommendations e.g. to stay home, 
wearing mask if we go out, or avoiding the crowds. As the 
vaccination is up against a new set of challenges due to 
more contagious new strains of the virus, we need to pay 
close attention to scientists’ recommendations. 
Sixth, no one is safe until everyone is safe. More than 
ever, global community has to work together to address 
this emergency global health situation if we want to gain 
herd immunity. We cannot allow vaccine nationalism 
to rule. We have learned that the first wave of the pan-
demic caused nations to turn inward. As corona virus is 
proceeding in waves, what is clear is that the virus and 
its aftermath likely to be with us for some time.Conse-
quently, fair and equitable access for vaccines is there-

fore imperative. It is better to have some vaccines to all 
countries rather than to have vaccination to all people 
in some countries. Likewise, the waiving off the intellec-
tual property protections on corona vaccines is needed 
to help end the pandemic.COVID-19 vaccines should be 
considered a global public good so that manufacturers 
in all countries would be able to get access to produce 
vaccines for all.  We should seize momentum where the 
global efforts are involved to develop and distribute an 
effective vaccine with several promising options. The 
accelerated development of multiple vaccines is unprec-
edented - the process typically takes five to fifteen years.
,I anticipate new health protocols for new normal situa-
tion to govern our future activities.  People are now more 
aware to maintain their health and well-being. And they 
will not be hesitant to accept COVID-19 vaccine passports 
to allow them to continue business and travelling around 
the world. I expect that sports events and entertainment 
industries which invite larger audience will also require 
spectators to undertake rapid PCR test that is being de-
veloped now, before entering the stadiums, theaters or 
even restaurants. Natural law dictates that every a while 
the global community will experience an outbreak of new 
viruses. Despite consistent global efforts to increase 
public health and improving prevention, the incidents 
of SARS, MERS, Ebola outbreaks have occurred in the 
recent past. 
As a pundit says “outbreaks are inevitable but pandem-
ics are optional” – thus corona pandemic teaches us to 
enhance global cooperation by sharing knowledge and 
lessons learned if we want to succeed in the prevention 
to flatten the trajectory. Probably, it is time to reflect 
the wisdom of crowd sourcing method whereby scien-
tists and practitioners are encouraged to contribute their 
knowledge. This is particularly relevant to address the 
challenge posed by developing countries due to existing 
communicable diseases, which are threatening their pop-
ulation. The pharmaceutical companies may have differ-
ent priorities and more likely to be interested in finding 
magic pills to cure hair loss than curing TBC or dengue 
fever due to big potential markets for the former.
Finally, there have been some good news of increasing 
global cooperation. G-7 nations have committed billions 
of dollars toward equitable vaccine access over the next 
two years. Multilateral initiatives such as COVAX and in-
dividual governments are investing billions of dollars to 
expand production plants. And COVAX has been starting 
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines for developing coun-
tries.  By joining hands together with enhanced collab-
oration at the global level, we can surely yield positive 
results in controlling this life-threatening pandemic. The 
collaborative efforts and exchange of knowledge and 
experience have always been the best effective ways 
to overcome any situation of dangerous crisis - a lesson 
learned from the human history.  

–The writer is the Ambassador of Indonesia. Views 
expressed in this article are personal.

C OLD wars and proxy warfare have always influ-
enced the world politics as every country is in 
the race to win the superpower label that can 

project its dominating power and influence anywhere in 
the world. Perched on the canvas of influence, the mod-
ern-day conflicts between superpowers are fought in the 
fields of propaganda and subliminal messaging rather 
than battlefields. The last two decades have seen a spike 
in the cold war posturing between China and the US. 
The latter has ratcheted up the narrative in the world 
of social media, it has become obvious that the play is 
in motion, yet it requires online strategies and tactics to 
stay in the race. 
There is usually some compelling argument by each side 
to convince their adherents of their authority rather 
than fulfilling its responsibility. It is an established ad-
age that when two elephants fight, only the grass gets 
trampled, that applies to foreign theatres of wars like 
the Middle East and Afghanistan these days. Like a bull 
in a China shop, reigning carnage with impunity, the 
United States gets away with pulling off any unilateral 
stunt abroad while sanctioning others. Sometimes how-
ever, the cloak and dagger conceal a different paradigm 
behind the veil. Data from the US Bureau of Economic 
Analysis showed that the US’ GDP declined 3.5 percent 
in 2020 on a yearly basis. The record decline is the first 
negative reading since the financial crisis in 2009 and 
the lowest since 1946. The UK-based Centre for Eco-
nomics and Business Research (CEBR) had stated that 
China’s skilful management of Covid-19 would boost its 
relative growth compared to the US and Europe in com-
ing years.
The superpower possesses a powerful military force 
that could benefit the rest as well, but the US spends 
more on national defence than China, India, Russia, Sau-
di Arabia, France, Germany, United Kingdom, Japan, 
South Korea, and Brazil - combined. According to the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SI-

PRI), which tracks the numbers on military spending 
from year to year, the top five military spenders were 
the US, China, India, Russia, and Saudi Arabia. The Unit-
ed States is the world’s biggest military spender, and 
China is a distant second on the list. In 2019, the US re-
mained the world’s top military spender by far, at about 
$649 billion. China was second at about $261 billion.
Addressing the climate change is a collective responsi-
bility especially for one that claims to be a superpower. 
All countries, including developing ones must address 
climate change. Early climate negotiations at the United 
Nations recognized a shared responsibility for climate 
change that relied on developed countries to cut green-
house gas emissions. Developed countries are responsi-
ble for most of the greenhouse. 
The United States has been burning coal, oil, and nat-
ural gas far longer, with just over 4 percent of world’s 
population, it is responsible for almost a third of the 
excess carbon dioxide that is heating the planet. China 
is responsible for less than a sixth. The 28 countries 
of the European Union, taken as a group, come in just 
behind the United States in historical emissions. China 
has four times as many people as the United States, but 
the Chinese still burn far less fossil fuel on average than 
Americans. 
Keeping these facts in mind it was claimed that the large 
American role in causing climate change brought on an 
even bigger responsibility to fight it, with an obligation 
to send billions of dollars abroad to help people in poor-
er countries. But President Trump announced that the 
United States would withdraw from a 195-nation agree-
ment on climate change in Paris in 2015. The decision 
to walk away from the accord was a momentous setback, 
in practical and political terms, for the effort to address 
climate change.
With a stable homeland and a superior economy, the 
United States has always crossed the line of error re-
peatedly, without suffering much in return. Only a pow-

erful country could engage in a war as insidious as that 
in Iraq or Afghanistan creating the worst global crisis 
yet maintaining its stance as the wealthiest state and 
keeping its allies. 
It can willingly involve itself in any part of the world. 
Most countries are too weak to settle issues in their own 
neighbourhoods and must spend most of their time do-
ing damage control around their borders. Just as China 
can not ignore the disunion in Taiwan, rebellion in Hong 
Kong or any of the 10 countries that presently claim 
Chinese territory – Russia, can not ignore NATO or EU 
expansion. As a superpower, the United States has a 
bigger margin to decide on what issues it wants to be 
a part of.
Immunity from damage also applies to US citizens. The 
US government can effectively protect US citizens and 
their rights abroad. The United States stability compels 
other countries to invest or even finance its dues as dol-
lar is the world’s capital currency. 
The dominant position the US holds in the world econ-
omy attracts smart people from all over the world that 
revives its workforce.
The facts make it obvious that America is more inter-
ested in keeping its title rather than fulfilling its duties 
as a result of that title. In 1906 Winston Churchill said, 
“Where there is great power there is great responsibili-
ty,”. The quote is so eminent mostly due to the wisdom 
behind it. People and nations believe that once they have 
some form of power, they can usually master it over 
people and abuse it. However, the connection between 
power and responsibility needs to be carefully set out. 
United States has enjoyed the status of a superpower for 
quite a long time and can justify the exercise of its pow-
er by showing the use to which it can be put in solving 
the political and economic problems of the world, not 
aggravating them.

–(Wajeeha is author of two books)

Corona pandemic: Lesson learned for the global community

With power comes responsibility

Adam M. Tugio

Wajeeha Bilal

No one is safe until 
everyone is safe. 

More than ever, global 
community has to work 
together to address this 
emergency global health 

situation if we want to gain 
herd immunity. We cannot 
allow vaccine nationalism 
to rule. We have learned 
that the first wave of the 
pandemic caused nations 

to turn inward

The United States has 
been burning coal, oil, 

and natural gas far longer, 
with just over 4 percent 

of world’s population, it is 
responsible for almost a 

third of the excess carbon 
dioxide that is heating the 

planet. China is responsible 
for less than a sixth
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M ORE than sixteen months since the outbreak 
of COVID-19 pandemic in Wuhan, the world is 
still facing pressing challenges to find effective 

ways to curtail the unprecedented spread of the virus and 
to save the precious human lives.  Inoculation programs 
have been rolled out in various parts of the world earlier 
this year. Yet, they have been insufficient to respond to 
the rapid spreading of more infectious new variants of 
COVID-19.The pharmaceutical companies have been in 
a race to produce Corona vaccines, like racing towards 
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SHANGHAI: May of Shang-
hai, Gong Zhen said on 
Wednesday that Shanghai 
city government will active-
ly support efforts to further 
promote mutual coopera-
tion between Shanghai and 
Karachi cities under the sis-
ter city framework.
He made these remarks 
in a meeting with Pakistan 
Ambassador to China, Moin 
ul Haque in Shanghai. Both 
sides held detailed discus-
sions on further enhancing 
bilateral cooperation in 
the fields of economy and 
trade, education and sci-
ence and technology during 
the meeting. Welcoming the 
Ambassador to Shanghai, 

the Mayor briefed the Am-
bassador about Shanghai’s 
successful control and pre-
vention measures to combat 
Covid-19 pandemic and the 
revival of city’s economic 
growth to the pre-pandemic 
level.
He highlighted that Shang-
hai will play its role of 
a bridge between the 
two countries to further 
strengthen bilateral rela-
tions. Solidarity during the 
pandemic is a testimonial of 
our brotherly relations.
Some prominent Shang-
hai enterprises have been 
engaged in China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
projects and have made sig-

nificant investment which 
are positively contributing 
to Pakistan’s infrastructure 
and economic development.
He said, Shanghai will ac-
tively support efforts to fur-

ther promote mutual coop-
eration between Shanghai 
and Karachi cities under 
the sister city framework.
Thanking the Mayor Gong 
for warm welcome and his 

sentiments for friendship 
between the two coun-
tries, Ambassador Moin 
expressed satisfaction at 
the growing ties between 
Pakistan and Shanghai in di-
verse fields of cooperation.
Shanghai city will be one of 
the key partners of Pakistan 
in its ongoing development. 
Ambassador urged for fur-
ther enhancing mutual co-
operation between the two 
sides and welcomed more 
enterprises from Shanghai 
to invest in Pakistan espe-
cially in Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs) under CPEC.
Pakistan was looking for-
ward to participate in 4th 
China International Import 

Expo (CIIE) to be held in 
November 2021 in Shang-
hai, which provides an effec-
tive platform for promotion 
of Pakistani products to 
China. Ambassador appre-
ciated Shanghai Municipal 
People’s Government for 
jointly holding of activities 
with Consulate General of 
Pakistan to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties 
between the two sides this 
year.
Ambassador conveyed his 
congratulations to Chinese 
leadership and the people 
on the 100th anniversary of 
founding of Communist Par-
ty of China this year. – APP

Shanghai to further promote co-op with Karachi

Briefs
Regular 

dialogues...
From Page 01
dialogue under existing 
mechanisms and exchange 
of high-level visits to pro-
vide momentum to the 
relationship. Thailand’s 
“Look West” and Pakistan’s 
“Vision East Asia” policies 
complement each other.
The Foreign Secretary high-
lighted Pakistan’s focus on 
ensuring economic security 
leveraging its geo-econom-
ic location, development 
partnerships, and region-
al peace and security. He 
stressed the importance 
of translating the long-
standing friendship, shared 
heritage and political good-
will between Pakistan and 
Thailand into substantial 
economic relationship for 
greater mutual benefit.
There was immense scope 
for cooperation in trade 
and investment, connectiv-
ity and development given 
that the two countries were 
“gateways” to their respec-
tive regions.
It was agreed to work to-
gether for early conclusion 
of a mutually beneficial 
bilateral free trade agree-
ment. Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
has also extended invitation 
to Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister of 
Thailand H.E. Mr. Don Pra-
mudwinai for the next round 
of Joint Economic Commis-
sion (JEC)to be hosted by 
Pakistan.
The recent signing of the 
bilateral MOU on Defence 
Cooperation was wel-
comed and it was decided 
to expedite several other 
agreements in the pipeline 
including in the fields of 
agriculture and science and 
technology. It was agreed 
to enhance tourism, cul-
tural cooperation and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges. 
Pakistan was particularly 
keen to promote and facili-
tate tourism to its Buddhist 
Ghandara sites.
In terms of regional per-
spective, the Foreign Sec-
retary briefed about Paki-
stan’s constructive role in 
promoting peace and rec-
onciliation in Afghanistan, 
and the imperative of a just 
and peaceful resolution of 
the Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute for regional peace and 
stability.
Permanent Secretary 
Thani Thongphakdi shared 
perspective about Paki-
stan-ASEAN relationship. 
The Foreign Secretary reit-
erated Pakistan’s desire for 
Full Dialogue Partnership 
with ASEAN and thanked 
Thailand for its consistent 
support in this regard.
It was agreed to continue 
to remain engaged on all 
issues of mutual interest 
and enhance frequency of 
high-level exchanges be-
tween the two countries.

Humanity is being killed in 
Gaza, Palestine, says Erdogan

foreigN DeSk

ANKARA: President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan on May 19 criticized 
those who remain silent to the op-
pression of Palestinians by Israel 
and said it was humanity that was 
killed in Palestinian territory.
“It is not the children who died in 
Jerusalem or Gaza, but humani-
ty itself. The houses destroyed 
collapsed on humanity,” he said, 
addressing the Commemoration 
of Atatürk, Youth and Sports Day 
celebrations.
Referring to the U.S. accusations 
that the Turkish president made 
“anti-Semitic” remarks in his crit-
icism of Israeli strikes in Gaza, 
he said, “They tell us ‘Erdogan 
should not speak this way. What to 
do, clap? Where we see the perse-
cution, we will shout in the high-
est manner.”

He stressed that it is a miscon-
ception that “the strong is always 
right.”
“Turkey exists to build a world 

where we believe the righteous 
are strong,” the president stated.
“Today, cruelty, conflict, grudge 
and hatred abound in most of the 

places where people lived peace-
fully under the umbrella of justice 
and security of our ancestors,” Er-
dogan said.

Turkey will always defend the 
rights of Palestinians, whatever 
the price might be, he said.
“If a price has to be paid to resist 
the persecution and protect the 
oppressed, we will never hesitate 
to pay it,” he stated. International 
institutions and states preaching 
democracy, human rights, law, 
justice, freedom and security are 
watching this” persecution” in si-
lence, Erdogan said.
“If we remain silent to what is 
happening in Jerusalem today, we 
know that it will be the turn of our 
other holy cities tomorrow,” the 
president said.
The command of Turkey’s civili-
zation and its ancestors to them 
is “to oppose the cruel, but to 
take care of the oppressed,” he 
said, noting that together with the 
young generation, they would con-
tinue to oppose the persecution in 
Palestine all over the world.

Federer 
beaten by 
Andujar

SPortS DeSk

GENEVA: Roger Feder-
er has lost his comeback 
match after two months 
away, falling to Pablo An-
dujar 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 in the 
second round of the Gene-
va Open.
Federer’s first match on 
clay in almost two years 
kept him on court for al-
most two hours in only his 
second tournament since 
the 2020 Australian Open. 
The past 15 months have 
included two surgeries on 
his right knee.
In the decisive set, the 
top-seeded Federer forced 
a service break and led 4-2 
before Andujar rallied.
Federer saved two match 
points on his own serve, 
but the third ended with 
a wayward forehand under 
pressure on the baseline.
Andujar put his hands to 
his head after clinching 
victory and exchanged an 
almost apologetic smile 
with Federer at the net.
The 39-year-old Federer 
and 35-year-old Andujar 
were playing each other 
on tour for the first time.
Before going on court, 
Federer was a spectator 
for part of the ATP Tour 
debut of perhaps the best 
prospect in Swiss men’s 
tennis since his own rise 
in the 1990s.
With Federer watch-
ing some of the match, 
18-year-old Dominic 
Stephan Stricker beat for-
mer U.S. Open champion 
Marin Cilic 7-6 (5), 6-1 in 
the first round.
Stricker, last year’s French 
Open junior champion, is 
ranked 419th. Cilic, who 
won his only Grand Slam 
singles title in 2014, is 
ranked 46th.
The Swiss left-hander 
had nine aces and no dou-
ble-faults. He broke Cilic’s 
serve four times and was 
broken only twice.
“I was getting nervous,” 
Stricker said. “It was actu-
ally OK until 5-1, 30-love. 
I was happy to finish it at 
6-1 and not serve again.”
Stricker has practiced 
previously with Federer. 
His next opponent will 
be 40th-ranked Marton 
Fucsovics, who beat Swiss 
qualifier Henri Laaksonen 
7-5, 7-5.
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“It is not the children who died in Jerusalem or Gaza, but humanity itself. 
The houses destroyed collapsed on humanity,” he said, addressing the Commemoration 

of Atatürk, Youth and Sports Day celebrations

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Paul Pogba (L) and Amad Diallo applaud fans 
while holding a Palestinian flag. – DNA

GAZA CITY: Palestinian photojournalist Mohammad Dahlan injured in Israeli attack in Gaza on Wednesday. Dahlan was 
wounded in the leg when an Israeli missile struck a house in Tel al-Hawa neighborhood in Gaza City. – DNA

Karim Benzema recalled to 
French squad after six-years

SPortS DeSk
 
PARIS: Karim Benzema 
was named in France’s pro-
visional Euro 2020 squad by 
Didier Deschamps on Tues-
day, giving the Real Madrid 
striker a shock internation-
al recall after years in the 
wilderness over his alleged 
role in a blackmail plot.
The 33-year-old has not 
played for France since Oc-
tober 2015, but is now set to 
line up alongside World Cup 
winners Kylian Mbappe and 
Antoine Griezmann at the 
delayed European Champi-
onship.
“So proud of this return to 
the France team and of the 
trust placed in me,” Benze-
ma said on Twitter.
“Thank you to my family, 
my friends, my club... and 

to all those who have always 
supported me and give me 
strength every day.”
Benzema, who has scored 
27 goals for France in 81 
appearances, was named as 
this season’s best French 
player playing abroad by the 
country’s players’ associa-
tion earlier on Tuesday.
He has netted 29 times 
for Real Madrid this term, 
passing 20 league goals in 
all three seasons since Cris-
tiano Ronaldo left the San-
tiago Bernabeu for Juventus 
in 2018.
“How was it done? We made 
contact, we fixed an ap-
pointment and we saw each 
other,” said Deschamps.
“I never said anything bad 
about him on a human level. 
From the start, there was a 
relationship of trust. We are 
not going to go back over 

what happened.”
France kick off their Euro 
2020 campaign against 
three-time winners Germa-
ny in Munich on June 15, 
face Hungary in Budapest 
four days later and finish 
their Group F schedule 
against holders Portugal on 
June 23.
Les Bleus have impressed 

at major tournaments with-
out Benzema, reaching the 
Euro 2016 final on home 
soil before losing to Portu-
gal and lifting their second 
World Cup three years ago 
in Russia, defeating Croatia 
4-2 in the final.
“The (final) decision was 
taken today, but in my head, 
it was a long time ago,” 
added Deschamps. “With 
my staff, there were a lot of 
discussions, they also had a 
feeling.”
Benzema has repeatedly hit 
out at the French Football 
Federation (FFF) and De-
schamps for not selecting 
him. He said racism was a 
possible factor in his exclu-
sion from the Euro 2016 
squad, while he criticised 
FFF president Noel Le 
Graet after missing out on 
the World Cup.

Shusha’s tourism 
potential showcased 
at international expo

DNa
 
DUBAI: Azerbaijan has 
presented tourism poten-
tial of its Karabakh region, 
particularly Shusha city at 
an international exhibition 
Arabian Travel Market 2021 
in Dubai, the UAE, for the 
first time since the region’s 
liberation from the Armeni-
an occupation in last year’s 
war.
Nine local partners repre-
senting the country’s tour-
ism sector, including Azer-
baijan Airlines (AZAL) and 
Heydar Aliyev International 
Airport, are participating 
in the exhibition that start-
ed on May 16, Azerbaijan’s 
Tourism Board CEO Florian 
Sengstschmid has said.
The country’s Tourism 

Board Deputy CEO Bahruz 
Asgarov said that the exhi-
bition is a good platform 
to introduce Karabakh as 
a new tourist destination, 
adding that the partici-
pants and visitors of the 
exhibition showed great 
interest in the Karabakh 
region.
Visitors of the exhibition 
were informed about Azer-
baijan’s tourism potential, 
the existing and developing 
tourism products, and new 
tourism offers.
Azerbaijan is represented at 
the exhibition by a nation-
al stand on an area of 100 
square meters.
The exhibition, participated 
by 2,500 people, will last 
until May 19 and has been 
attended by 39,000 visitors 
from around the world.

Tokyo doctors call 
for Olympics to be 

cancelled 
TOKYO: A top medical organ-
isation in Japan has thrown 
its weight behind calls to 
cancel the Tokyo Olympics, 
saying hospitals are already 
overwhelmed as the country 
battles a spike in coronavirus 
infections less than three 
months from the start of the 
Summer Games.
In an open letter to Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga, dat-
ed May 14 and posted online 
on Monday, the Tokyo Medi-
cal Practitioners Association 
said hospitals in the host city 

“have their hands full and 
have almost no spare capaci-
ty”. “We strongly request that 
the authorities convince the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) that holding the 
Olympics is difficult and ob-
tain its decision to cancel the 
Games,” the letter said.
The association, which rep-
resents about 6,000 prima-
ry care doctors, made the 
appeal amid a jump in infec-
tions that has resulted in a 
shortage of hospital beds. – 
Foreign Desk

US threatens 
peace: China

BEIJING: China has accused 
the United States of threaten-
ing the peace and stability of 
the Taiwan Strait after a US 
warship again sailed through 
the seas that separate Taiwan 
and its giant neighbour.
The US Navy’s 7th Fleet said 
the Arleigh Burke-class guid-
ed-missile destroyer USS Cur-
tis Wilbur conducted a “rou-
tine Taiwan Strait transit” on 
Tuesday in accordance with 
international law.
 “The ship’s transit through 
the Taiwan Strait demon-
strates the US commitment 
to a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific,” it said in a statement 
on its website. “The United 
States military will contin-
ue to fly, sail, and operate 
anywhere international law 
allows.” A spokesman for 
China’s Eastern Theatre 
Command expressed strong 
opposition to the passage 
on Wednesday, which comes 
amid heightened tensions be-
tween the two powers. – APP

Biden for 
de-escalation...
From Page 01
On Wednesday morning, Mr 
Biden held his fourth call with 
Mr Netanyahu since the con-
flict started.
A statement released by the 
White House said: “The pres-
ident conveyed to the prime 
minister that he expected a 
significant de-escalation today 
on the path to a ceasefire.”
The US has called before for 
a truce but has held up any 
joint UN statement, saying it 
would not help with de-esca-
lation.
The Palestinian representa-
tive at the UN, Riyad Man-
sour, called the Security 
Council’s failure to express a 
unified position “shameful”.
The latest bid for a council res-
olution calling for a ceasefire, 
launched by France, failed on 
Wednesday when the US said 
it could “undermine efforts to 
de-escalate”.
Meanwhile, Israeli fighter 
jets continued to pummel the 
Gaza Strip in the early hours 
of Wednesday, flattening resi-
dential buildings and killing at 
least four Palestinians, includ-
ing a journalist.
The latest raids came as 
Palestinian groups launched 
more rockets towards cities in 
southern Israel. There were 
no immediate reports of in-
juries.
Earlier, Israeli forces shot 
dead four other Palestinians 
and wounded scores more 
during protests and an his-
toric general strike in the 
occupied West Bank and East 
Jerusalem.
At least 227 Palestinians, 
including 64 children, have 
been killed in Gaza since the 
latest violence flared on May 
10. More than 1,600 Palestini-
ans have been wounded.
Twelve people in Israel have 
died, including two children, 
while at least 300 Israelis 
have been wounded.
Despite the escalating vio-
lence – now in its tenth day – 
diplomatic efforts for a cease-
fire between Israel and Gaza’s 
Hamas rulers have failed to 
make much headway. The 
United States continued to 
block the UN Security Coun-
cil from issuing a joint state-
ment urging an end to the 
hostilities, telling diplomats 
that a public statement would 
not help calm the tensions.
France, however, says it is 
working with Israel’s neigh-
bours, Egypt and Jordan, on a 
new ceasefire resolution. Chi-
na said it was “supportive” of 
the French proposal.

Outdoor 
dining...

From Page 01
11:59pm while takeaway will 
be allowed 24/7 from May 24.
Tourism sector will be reo-
pened under strict Covid-19 
protocols from May 24.
Educational institutes in dis-
tricts with less than five per 
cent positivity rate will be re-
opened from May 24.
Outdoor marriage ceremo-
nies will be allowed with a 
maximum of 150 people from 
June 1.
Elective surgeries will be reo-
pened from June 1.
Educational institutes in all 
districts will be reopened in a 
staggered manner from June 
7.
All matric and intermedi-
ate exams will be held after 
June 20. All professional and 
non-professional exams will 
take place on a case-to-case 
basis as recommended by the 
Ministry of Education.
However, certain restrictions 
will remain in place. These 
are:
All shrines, cinemas, amuse-
ment parks and indoor gyms 
will remain closed. Tracks for 
walking and jogging will be 
allowed to remain open with 
strict adherence to SOPs.
Indoor dining will remain 
closed.
All contact sports, festivals, 
cultural, musical and other 
events will be banned.
All types of indoor and out-
door gatherings, including 
religious events will be 
banned.
Inter-provincial public trans-
port will remain suspended on 
the weekends from May 22.
In its meeting, the NCOC 
also decided to reopen the 
Gadani and Misri Shah indus-
tries from May 20. The forum 
urged compliance on wearing 
masks and said broader lock-
downs would be implemented 
with stringent enforcement 
protocols based on risk as-
sessment.
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OVER the past years, under the 
leadership of the President of 
Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 

comprehensive measures of unprec-
edented scale and significance have 
been carried out in the field of solving 
environmental problems. Measures to 
solve problems associated with the con-
sequences of the drying up of the Aral 
Sea are outlined as the most important 
priorities in this direction.
All this is gaining great urgency and rel-
evance in the context of global climate 
change and worsening environmental 
disasters. Today, there is a growing un-
derstanding in the world that the neg-
ative changes associated with the Aral 
Sea catastrophe pose a serious threat 
not only to the countries of Central 
Asia, but also to sustainable develop-
ment on a global scale.
The President of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, speaking in September 
2020 at the 75th session of the UN 
General Assembly, once again drew 
the attention of the world community 
to the continuing destructive impact of 
the Aral Sea crisis on the entire region. 
Then the President of Uzbekistan pro-
posed to declare the Aral Sea region a 
zone of environmental innovations and 
technologies.
All these initiatives and proposals of 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, voiced at 
reputable world platforms, as well as in 
the course of events of a high regional 
level, are being consistently embodied 
in reality.
It is, therefore, remarkable that on 
18 May 2021 in New York, during the 
plenary meeting of the 75th session of 
the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, a special resolution was unan-
imously adopted on declaring the Aral 
Sea region a zone of environmental in-
novations and technologies.
The special resolution declares the 
Aral Sea region a zone of ecological in-
novations and technologies, and in this 
context calls upon Member States, the 
funds, programmes and agencies of the 
United Nations system, international 
financial institutions and other relevant 
stakeholders to develop and implement 
in the Aral Sea region environmentally 
sound technologies, sustained, inclu-
sive and sustainable economic growth, 
and energy- and water-saving technolo-
gies.
As per the research of Nozim Khasa-
nov, Chief Researcher of ISRS, under 
the President of the Republic of Uz-
bekistan, the area of the dried bottom 
of the Aral Sea is 4.5 million hectares, 

including on the territory of Kazakh-
stan – 2.2 million hectares, Uzbekistan 
– 2.3 million hectares. Annually, up to 
100 million tons of salt dust is removed 
from the seabed, which is carried over 
thousands of kilometers, causing ir-
reparable damage to the health of the 
population, nature and economy of the 
region.
In this regard, fundamental changes 
were envisaged in approaches to solv-
ing the problems of the Aral Sea in the 
Action Strategy for five priority areas 
of development of the Republic of Uz-
bekistan for 2017-2021. In particular, 
systemic measures were outlined to 
mitigate the negative consequences of 
global climate change and the drying up 
of the Aral Sea for the development of 
agriculture and human life.
Already on 18 January 2017, within the 
framework of the implementation of 
these tasks, the State Program for the 
Development of the Aral Sea Region 
for 2017-2021 was adopted. In the same 
year, the Aral Sea Region Development 
Fund was established to provide relia-
ble and stable financing. An important 
step in this regard was the implemen-
tation of 67 projects worth almost 
US$800 million, aimed at mitigating 
the consequences of the disaster, im-
proving the environmental, socio-eco-
nomic situation and living conditions of 
the local population.
A significant event was also the holding 
in 2018 after a ten-year break of the 
meeting of the International Fund for 
Saving the Aral Sea in Turkmenistan.
The meeting discussed issues of im-
proving the fund’s activities, improv-
ing the environmental situation in the 
region, coordinated water resources 
management, strengthening coopera-
tion between Central Asian countries in 
this direction.
Speaking about the need to unite ef-
forts to overcome the negative con-
sequences of the Aral Sea crisis and 
improve the socio-economic situation 
in the Aral Sea region, the head of Uz-
bekistan stressed that IFAS is the only 
regional organization in this direction, 
which can become an effective mecha-
nism for interaction between countries 

of the region.
The President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has 
repeatedly called from the high ros-
trum the world community to actively 
consolidate international efforts in 
order to overcome the consequences 
caused by the drying up of the sea. 
Back in 2017, President of Uzbekistan, 
speaking from the rostrum of the UN 
General Assembly, clearly demonstrat-

ed the map of the Aral Sea and the 
scale of its tragedy. Therefore, it is es-
pecially important that the initiative of 
the head of Uzbekistan voiced at this 
session to create a UN Multi-Partner 
Trust Fund for Human Security for the 
Aral Sea region found a lively response 
in the world community. A year later, 
on November 27, 2018, the Trust Fund 
was launched at the UN headquarters 
in New York.
In order to widely inform the public 
about the goals and objectives of the 
fund, to raise funds for the implemen-
tation of the tasks set before it, various 
events have been organized with the 
participation of international donor or-
ganizations and financial institutions. 
One of such significant events was 
the international high-level conference 
“Aral Sea – a zone of environmental 
innovations and technologies”, held on 
October 24-25, 2019 in Nukus under 

the auspices of the United Nations. 
It was attended by representatives 
of many countries, as well as the UN, 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, 
European Investment Bank, European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment. At the conference, topical issues 
were raised related to the need to unite 
the efforts of the international commu-
nity aimed at overcoming the conse-

quences of an environmental catastro-
phe, improving the living conditions of 
the inhabitants of the Aral Sea region. 
This forum and other events allowed at-
tracting the necessary investments in a 
short time and starting the active work 
of the UN Trust Fund.
Currently, the Fund has accumulated 
funds in the amount of US$26.1 million, 
of which in 2019 – US$17 million, 2020 
– US$9.1 million. another 123.2 million 
dollars to create new jobs in the region, 
improve social and natural conditions in 
the disaster zone.
The systematic work of the Fund is 
intended to contribute to the Advisory 
Committee on Sustainable Develop-
ment of the Aral Sea Region created 
under it on December 1, 2020. It pro-
vides valuable guidance on how to 
develop comprehensive solutions to 
your challenges. Thus, the committee 
meeting, held on March 30, 2021 under 

the auspices of the UN and the Minis-
try of Investment and Foreign Trade 
of Uzbekistan, was attended by more 
than 130 representatives of academia, 
international financial institutions, UN 
agencies, NGOs, the private sector, 
government agencies and representa-
tives of civil society.
During the meeting, it was noted that 
the fund has currently financed pro-
jects in the Aral Sea region to ensure 
access of the population to drinking 
water, improve the quality of perinatal 
care, support innovative youth initia-
tives in agriculture, improve sanitary 
conditions in secondary schools and 
improve the health care system.
In particular, it was emphasized that 
about 35 thousand people in five settle-
ments of the Republic of Karakalpakstan 
are provided with drinking water, the 
infrastructure has been significantly im-
proved. In addition, new equipment has 
been installed in maternity hospitals in 
Kungrad and Beruniy districts, as well as 
in the perinatal center of Nukus.
The meeting also approved new pro-
jects worth US$12.4 million. The con-
struction of a multidisciplinary hospital 
in the Muynak region, the introduction 
of a number of innovative, resource-sav-
ing technologies in agriculture, produc-
tion and utilities were supported.
During the meeting, development part-
ners – the European Union, the Europe-
an Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment, the Islamic Development Bank, 
the United Nations Environment Pro-
gram, the US Agency for International 
Development, representatives of a num-
ber of countries expressed their readi-
ness to support measures for sustainable 
development in the Aral Sea region.
The work done testifies to the fact that 
the idea of creating a UN Multi-Partner 
Trust Fund turned out to be timely and 
highly demanded. Thanks to this, it be-
came possible to unite international ef-
forts in overcoming the consequences 
of one of the largest environmental dis-
asters on the planet, when, before the 
eyes of one generation, the sea actually 
turned into a desert with an area of 38 
thousand square meters. km.
The Fund has become an important 

international platform for the imple-
mentation of large-scale and long-term 
projects aimed at providing practical 
assistance to the world community to 
the population of the Aral Sea region.
At the same time, the problem under 
consideration is also in the focus of 
the leaders of the states of the region. 
Two consultative meetings (the first in 
March 2018 in Nur-Sultan, the second 
in November 2019 in Tashkent), held 
at the level of the heads of the Central 
Asian countries, became one of the 
effective platforms for discussing and 
solving problems of a regional nature, 
including environmental ones. The in-
itiator of such meetings was the Presi-
dent of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev.
As a result of the second meeting of the 
leaders of the countries of the region, 
a joint statement was adopted, which, 
along with other topical issues, covered 
the problems associated with eliminat-
ing the negative consequences of the 
drying up of the Aral Sea.
The document expresses the intention 
to further develop and strengthen co-
operation in the Aral Sea basin. It was 
also decided to use the capabilities of 
the International Fund for Saving the 
Aral Sea and the resources of the Mul-
ti-Partner Trust Fund to solve practical 
problems of attracting new knowledge, 
innovative technologies to the region, 
comprehensively introducing the prin-
ciples of a “green” economy, prevent-
ing further desertification, environmen-
tal migration and other measures.
Today we are not talking about return-
ing the Aral Sea, but at least overcom-
ing its painful consequences for people. 
To minimize the disaster caused by this 
large-scale ecological disaster. Man was 
the cause of the death of the Aral Sea, 
but it was he who was able to return life 
to this land. Man-made forests, which 
rustled at the bottom of the former sea, 
give hope for this. This land is literally 
changing before our eyes, people are 
getting clean drinking water, modern 
houses, roads, schools and hospitals 
are being built. Foreign investors come 
here, the number of tourists from dif-
ferent parts of the world is growing. 
All this is evidence that the Aral Sea 
region is being revived and has great 
prospects.

–This article is based on research 
conducted by  Nozim Khasanov, 
Chief Researcher of Institute of 

Strategic and Regional Studies un-
der the President of the Republic 

of Uzbekistan. 

UNGA supports Uzbek President Development of Aral Sea region

Briefs
Haniyeh calls 
on Indonesia 

for support
DNa

JAKARTA: Hamas chief Is-
mail Haniyeh on Tuesday 
wrote to Indonesian Presi-
dent Joko Widodo about the 
escalating Israeli aggres-
sion in Palestine.
“We call upon you to act 
urgently, and to mobilize 
Arab, Islamic and interna-
tional support, to take a 
clear and firm position to 
oblige the occupation an im-
mediate end of aggression 
and terror practiced by the 
Israeli occupation against 
the besieged Gaza Strip,” 
Haniyeh said in his letter.
He called for the end of all 
violations in the occupied 
Jerusalem and its people,” in-
cluding Judaization schemes, 
settlements, forced expulsion 
and racial discrimination, and 
revoke all decisions targeting 
its gates and neighborhoods, 
especially the Sheikh Jarrah 
neighborhood.” 
Haniyeh also called on 
Widodo to mobilize interna-
tional support to urge Israel 
to “keep its hands off the 
blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
and to stop its violations 
against worshipers and al-
low them to practice their 
rituals and prayers freely.”
“May God preserve and 
grant you success, and for 
brotherly Indonesia further 
progress,” he concluded.

Indian navy 
recovers  
22 bodies

WeB DeSk

NEW DELHI: Indian navy 
ships have recovered 22 
bodies of people who were 
on board a barge that sank 
off Mumbai as a cyclone 
blew ashore this week, offi-
cials said.
The search is continuing 
for 55 more missing peo-
ple, navy spokesman Mehul 
Karnik said on Wednesday.
He said the three ships and 
helicopters involved in the 
search had rescued 184 peo-
ple in rough seas with waves 
of up to seven metres (25 
feet). Cyclone Tauktae, the 
most powerful storm to hit 
the region in more than 
two decades, packed sus-
tained winds of up to 210km 
(130 miles) per hour when 
it came ashore in Gujarat 
state late on Monday. 
The storm left more than 50 
dead in Gujarat and Mahar-
ashtra states.

Azerbaijan committed to int’l 
humanitarian law obligations
Azerbaijan is committed to upholding the international rule of law, including its obligations 
under international humanitarian law and international human rights law as applicable to its 

detention operations and the disposition of detainees, Abdullayeva said
DNa

 
BAKU: Azerbaijan is commit-
ted to its obligations under in-
ternational humanitarian law 
and international human rights 
law related to prisoners of war, 
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson 
Leyla Abdulayeva said. 
Abdullayeva made the remarks 
while commenting on allega-
tions that Armenia continues to 
raise, accusing Azerbaijan of de-
taining Armenian “POWs”.
“Let me reiterate that Azerbai-
jan is committed to upholding 
the international rule of law, 
including its obligations under 
international humanitarian law 
and international human rights 
law as applicable to its deten-
tion operations and the dispo-
sition of detainees.  As agreed 
in the tripartite statement, and 
consistent with its obligations 
under international humanitari-
an law, Azerbaijan has released 
and repatriated all Armenians in 
its custody who were entitled to 
prisoner-of-war status,” Abdul-
layeva said.
She stressed that Azerbaijan 
regularly addresses the false 
and inflammatory allegations 

that continue to be raised by 
Armenia.
The spokesperson said that 
Azerbaijan is presently detain-
ing Armenian saboteurs, who 
were found to be unlawfully 
on Azerbaijani territory weeks 
after the signing of the tripar-
tite statement on 10 November 
2020, which mandated the ces-
sation of all hostilities.
“Based on information and evi-
dence gathered by Azerbaijan, 
after the hostilities ended, a 
detachment of more than 60 
people was dispatched from the 
Shirak region of Armenia to the 
territories of Azerbaijan in the 
last 10 days of November. This 
detachment launched terroristic 
attacks on Azerbaijani civilians 
and military personnel, includ-
ing in late November and De-
cember 2020, killing four Azer-
baijani servicemen and severely 
injuring one civilian, an employ-
ee of a mobile phone company 
who was simply doing his job to 
restore communication lines to 
a region devastated by years of 
Armenian occupation,” Abdul-
layeva added.
She stressed that Azerbaijan is 
lawfully detaining the aforesaid 
individuals as a matter of both 

international and domestic law 
while it investigates and as ap-
propriate, prosecutes them on 
charges of murder, sabotage, or 
other crimes committed under 
Azerbaijani law.
“Consistent with its laws, Azer-
baijan is presently conducting a 
detailed review of all individu-
als who were detained after the 

44-day Patriotic War to assess 
the evidence against them.  On 
4 May 2021, as a humanitarian 
gesture, Azerbaijan repatriated 
three of the individuals to Arme-
nia without pressing charges,” 
the spokesperson said.
She said that “in view of Arme-
nia’s repeated mischaracteriza-
tions, Azerbaijan is proceeding 

with its review with a view to-
wards ensuring greater trans-
parency regarding their basis for 
detention, conditions of confine-
ment, and disposition”. 
Abdullayeva stressed that Azer-
baijan remains committed to 
upholding its international ob-
ligations and ensures that in-
dividuals it detains are treated 
humanely and are subject to just 
and lawful dispositions.
Azerbaijan entered the Patriotic 
War with Armenia after that lat-
ter started firing at Azerbaijani 
civilians and military positions 
starting September 27, 2020. 
The war ended on November 10 
with the signing of a trilateral 
peace deal by the Azerbaijani, 
Russian and Armenian leaders.
The peace agreement stipulated 
the return of Azerbaijan’s Arme-
nian-occupied Kalbajar, Aghdam 
and Lachin regions. 
Before the signing of the deal, 
the Azerbaijani Army had liber-
ated around 300 villages, settle-
ments, city centres and historic 
Shusha city. 
The signed agreement obliged 
Armenia to withdraw its troops 
from the Azerbaijani lands that 
it has occupied since the early 
1990s.

Turkey 
rejects US 

statement on 
Erdogan

DNa

ANKARA: Turkey’s Foreign 
Ministry on Wednesday 
completely rejected the US 
Department of State’s state-
ment accusing President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of an-
ti-Semitism.
In a statement, the ministry 
called on the US administra-
tion to make efforts to stop 
Israel’s incessant attacks on 
Palestinian civilians, instead 
of leveling false accusations 
on the Turkish leader.
The concept of anti-Semitism 
should not be used to cover 
up Israel’s ethnic, religious 
and cultural cleansing poli-
cies, the statement noted.
Erdogan’s comments were 
not targeting Jews, but the Is-
raeli government, which has 
the blood of many innocent 
Palestinians on its hands, 
most of whom were children, 
women and youths, the minis-
try added.
The statement noted that 
Turkey has been the home-
land for many Jews who fled 
from the Inquisition centu-
ries ago and from the Hol-
ocaust during the Second 
World War.
 

Public places 
in France set 

to reopen 

foreigN DeSk

PARIS: Authorities in France 
are appealing to residents to 
guard “collective responsibil-
ity” as several public places 
are set to reopen Wednesday 
after six months of restric-
tions because of a surge in 
coronavirus infections.
The second phase of gradual 
lifting of the lockdown will 
be marked by the reopening 
of non-essential commercial 
shops, museums, cinema 
halls, theaters, outdoor ter-
races of cafes, restaurants 
and indoor sports centers, 
with certain restrictions. An 
evening curfew will be fur-
ther relaxed from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. The government issued 
a sanitary protocol for public 
places. Bars, restaurants and 
cafes can only open outdoor 
seating areas with 50% ca-
pacity. Indoor restaurants at 
hotels can reopen for guests.
Indoor swimming pools and 
sports centers will only be 
open for schools and extra-
curricular activities. Close 
confined spaces like cine-
mas and theaters can have a 
maximum of 35% seating and 
large concert halls will have a 
spectator capacity capped at 
a maximum of 800 people.
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BREST: Pakistan ambassador to Belarus Sajjad Haider Khan posing for a group photo along with Director Best Tex, Oleg 
Borovkov a leading textile company in Brest city and with other officials. – DNA

Pak, Belarus 
to enhance 
commercial 

relations
BREST: On visit to Brest 
region Pakistan ambassador 
to Belarus Sajjad Haider 
Khan visited Best Tex, a 
leading textile company in 
Brest city and met with its 
Director Oleg Borovkov and 
other officials. The meeting 
was also attended by Minis-
ter (T&I) Nasir Hamid and 
DHM Abdullah Amin. The 
two sides discussed the on-
going negotiations between 
textile enterprises of both 
the countries and about 
available opportunities for 
furthering cooperation in-
cluding establishment of 
joint ventures.
Ambassador Sajjad Haider 
Khan along with Mr. Na-
sir Hamid, Minister and 
Deputy Head of Mission 
Abdullah Amin also held 
a meeting with Mr. Valery 
Labun, Director General 
of BelCCI (Brest Branch). 
The meeting was also at-
tended by Ms. Elena Piv-
nik, Deputy Director of 
Foreign Economic Cooper-
ation. – DNA

“The President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has repeatedly called from 
the high rostrum the world community to actively consolidate 

international efforts in order to overcome the consequences caused 
by the drying up of the sea”



Briefs
32 frontline 
workers test 

positive amid 
bureAu report

PESHAWAR: As many as 
32 frontline workers of the 
Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) have tested positive 
at Baccha Khan Internation-
al Airport, Peshawar as the 
number of COVID-positive 
passengers arriving from 
Gulf countries at the airport 
has increased to 80.
According to details, the 
airport manager of the Pe-
shawar airport confirmed 
that 32 frontline workers 
have tested for COVID-19 at 
the airport, mainly including 
members from vigilance and 
airport services. Bridge op-
erators and staffers from the 
human resource and medical 
department are also among 
the affectees. The authori-
ties at the airport cited an 
increasing number of COV-
ID positive passengers’ 
arrival from Gulf countries 
as the main reason behind 
spread of the infection 
among airport staffers.
So far 80 passengers have 
turn out to be COVID-posi-
tive at the Peshawar airport 
after undergoing rapid test-
ing before leaving the air-
port premises. “The airport 
premises is being disinfect-
ed properly and a regular 
spray is being carried out 
to avoid a spike in cases 
among those serving at the 
airport,” the manager said.

All bodies 
allowed to 

conduct exams
ISLAMABAD: As per di-
rections of National Com-
mand and Operation Center 
(NCOC), all professional 
and examining bodies are 
allowed to conduct their re-
spective examinations.
According to the Ministry 
of Federal Education and 
Professional Training on 
Wednesday, the exams will 
be conducted in accordance 
with strict implementation 
of COVID-19 related stand-
ard operating procedures 
(SOPs) and NCOC guide-
lines  subject to approval of 
the Ministry of education.
All professional and exami-
nation bodies are directed to 
contact the ministry of edu-
cation to seek permission 
for examinations, it added. 
They will have to provide 
the details relating to ex-
ams including  dates, cities, 
number of participants and 
examination centres. The 
NOC with SOP details will 
be issued with in 24 hours 
after receipt of information, 
it mentioned. – APP

Corps 
Commander 

Karachi lauds 
Sindh Police

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Corps Com-
mander Karachi Lieutenant 
General Nadeem Ahmed 
Anjum on Wednesday ap-
preciated the dedication of 
Sindh Police in maintaining 
law and order in Karachi 
and Interior Sindh. 
The Corps Commander Ka-
rachi expressed these views 
while visiting Central Police 
Office Karachi, said an Inter 
Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) news release here 
received.  While interact-
ing with all ranks of Police, 
Corps Commander paid 
rich tribute to police shuha-
da (martyrs) and also met 
with the family members of 
Shuhada. Corps Command-
er laid wreath at Shuhada 
monument and offered Fati-
ha.  The Corps Commander 
Karachi was received by IG 
Police Mushtaq Mahar.

Modi the 
worst leader 
against virus

NEW DELHI: The Prime 
Minister of India Narendra 
Modi has topped the list of 
world leaders who cement-
ed their place in history for 
failing badly in pandemic 
management. According to 
an American news publica-
tion, five world leaders have 
made little effort to combat 
outbreaks in their country, 
whether by downplaying the 
pandemic’s severity, disre-
garding science, or ignoring 
critical health interventions 
like social distancing and 
masks and India’s Modi has 
been titled as the ‘worst’ on 
COVID-19. – APP

Abid rAzA

LAHORE: Estranged PTI 
leader Jahangir Tareen 
said Wednesday that his 
supporters had decided to 
form a separate group af-
ter the Punjab government 
initiated “revenge actions” 
against his supporters. 
Tareen, however, quick-
ly denied reports he was 
forming a forward bloc in 
the party. “We were part 
of the PTI, we are part of 
the PTI and we will con-
tinue to remain part of 
the PTI,” he announced 

outside the banking court 
where he had appeared 
for a hearing.
“There is no investigation 
against me going on re-
lating to the sugar scan-
dal,” he said, adding that 
the three FIRs registered 
against him were not filed 
in any sugar inquiry.
Tareen said his “support-
ers” were standing with 
him as far as, what he re-
ferred to as the “fake” FIR 
against him, adding that 
the pro-Tareen group had 
met the prime minister.
Speaking about the inquiry 
into his allegations led by 

Barrister Ali Zafar, Tareen 
said he had met him and 
had given a detailed expla-
nation to him as well.
“I am confident the report 
will be given to the prime 
minister soon,” he said. 
The PTI leader said there 
was “another issue” that 
needed to be addressed.
“Khan sahab is an honoura-
ble man and I believe he is 
just,” said Tareen. “Howev-
er, the Punjab government 
has started taking vendet-
ta against members of my 
group,” he added.
He accused the Punjab 
government of transfer-

ring officers of the min-
isters that were loyal to 
Tareen, “left, right and 
centre”, and were putting 
pressure on them.
The estranged PTI leader 
said the pro-Tareen group 
had, as a result, decid-
ed to “raise their voices 
against this in the Punjab 
Assembly”.
Tareen said members of 
his group had decided to 
nominate MPA Saeed Ak-
bar Niwani to “lead the 
discussions” against the 
alleged revenge tactics of 
the Punjab government, in 
the assembly.

Jahangir Tareen rubbishes ‘split in PTI’ claims

Govt unveils prototype of 
electronic voting machine 
Fawad Chaudhry said a prototype of EVM had been installed at the Parliament House 
so that all the legislators could get themselves acquainted with the machine, urging 
the parliamentarians to give their valuable suggestions for its further improvement

shujAAt hAMzA

ISLAMABAD: A week after em-
powering the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) to use 
the Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs), the government on 
Wednesday gave the media a prac-
tical demonstration of the gadget 
at the Parliament House.
The demonstration was led by 
Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Chaudhry Fawad 
Hussain, Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Parliamentary Affairs 
Dr Babar Awan, Senator Faisal 
Javed and Commission on Science 
and Technology for Sustainable 
Development in the South (COM-
SATS) representative Nasir Malik.
Talking to media, Fawad said ini-
tially the demonstration was given 
to the Parliamentary reporters, 
while the members of National 
Press Club and Bar Associations 
would also be briefed on the work-
ing of EVMs in due course of time.
He said opposition parties would 

also be sensitized about the func-
tioning of EVMs and their feed-
back would be welcomed in that 
regard, he added.
Fawad Chaudhry said a prototype 
of EVM had been installed at the 
Parliament House so that all the 
legislators could get themselves 
acquainted with the machine, urg-
ing the parliamentarians to give 
their valuable suggestions for its 
further improvement. He said the 
ECP had given 36 conditions for 
the EVM when its manufacturing 
process was initiated a few years 
back to meet its criteria.
“I am proud of our scientists, en-
gineers and institutions that all 
the 36 conditions have been fully 
met and incorporated in function-
ing of the EVMs,” the minister 
said, adding “An EVM is as easy 
[in use] as a mobile phone.” He 
said the EVMs would help ensure 
transparency and compile elec-
tion results on a fast-track basis 
as the delay in vote count always 
cast doubt on its authenticity.
Fawad said it was habit of some 

political parties to level allegation 
of rigging after being defeated 
in the elections which was also 
evident from the recent by-polls 
held in various constituencies in-
cluding Karachi’s (NA-249) where 
both the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz and People’s Party ques-
tioned its transparency.
“The biggest issue is that the 
elections’ result take time after 
completion of polling, but this ma-
chine will help produce the result 
within [some] minutes,” he main-
tained. He again invited the oppo-
sition parties to come forward and 
play their due role in finalizing the 
electoral reforms for which the 
government had been striving 
since it came into the power.
Leading the practical demonstra-
tion, Advisor to the Prime Minis-
ter on Parliamentary Affairs Dr 
Babar Awan said the EVM was 
such a model through which a 
neighboring country, which was 
five-time bigger than Pakistan, 
had made its election process 
‘acceptable’ to all.

He said it was unfortunate that 
in Pakistan the defeat facing 
parties continued to level the 
rigging allegations that should 
come to an end. “We are stand-
ing in a phase where the general 
elections are due in around two-
and-a-quarter years. To meet this 
challenge, the PTI government, 
on the directives of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan, has further 
empowered the ECP through 
necessary legislation,” he said.
He said basically, there were five 
EVMs of different types, out of 
which two were imported and 
three others being worked out at 
different places in Pakistan. “All 
EVMs will also be finalized by the 
ECP.” He said that NA-249 elec-
tion’s results were not accepted 
by the candidates and political 
parties due to old system.
Talking to media about the Elec-
tronic Voting Machines (EVMs), 
he was of the view that existing 
election system has been suffer-
ing from an acute cancer disease 
since 1977 which would only be 

curable through adoption of new 
technologies like ‘Electronic 
Voting Machine’, adding that it 
would ensure fair and transpar-
ent polling results.
He said ,’We invite opposition 
parties including Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PML-N) leader, 
Shahbaz Sharif and Pakistan Peo-
ples Party leader, Yousuf Raza Gi-
lani to come forward and see the 
model which would bring reforms 
in election system’ in the coun-
try.  He informed that overseas 
Pakistanis living abroad are happy 
of getting an opportunity to cast 
their votes in elections.
A COMSTS expert briefed the 
media about use of the EVM, of 
which prototype model had been 
placed in the Parliament House.  
He said there were two steps of 
casting vote through this gadget 
including verification of voters by 
CNIC number or thumb impres-
sion to ensure validity, after which 
a voter would go to a specified 
area and select a candidate of his 
choice by pressing a button.

– says the separate group is the result of Punjab government’s revenge actions

Final 
statistics of 
census 2017 

released
zubAir AhMAd

ISLAMABAD: The Bureau 
of Statistics has released 
the final figures of the 
Census 2017. The statistics 
agency says that the pop-
ulation of Pakistan is 207, 
684,626. The total popula-
tion consists of 106,018,220 
males and 101,344,632 fe-
males while the population 
of eunuchs is 21,774.
The statistics agency says 
that the rural population is 
132,013,789 and the urban 
population is 75,670,837. 
The population of Punjab 
Province is 1099,89,655, 
while the population of 
Sindh is 47,854,510.
According to the data re-
leased by the Statistics 
Agency, the population of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is 
35 million 8 thousand 920 
while the population of Ba-
lochistan is 123 million 35 
thousand 129. According 
to statistics, the population 
of FATA is 49,93,044, while 
the population of Islama-
bad is 2,03,368. Earlier in 
the month of March, Fed-
eral Minister for Planning 
Asad Umar had said that 
the Council of Common In-
terests (CCI) meeting had 
approved census results 
of 2017 on a condition that 
another census would not 
have to wait another decade 
especially given the contro-
versy the last one entailed. 

Pakistan HC 
requests to 

include Urdu 
as individual 

language
DNA

TORONTO: The High Com-
mission of Pakistan in Can-
ada has requested the Cana-
dian authorities to consider 
inclusion of Urdu in the list of 
individual national languages 
and Punjabi Shahmukhi and 
Punjabi Gurmukhi as two 
separate entries for moth-
er tongue for the Canadian 
census 2021.
In a letter addressed to De-
partment of Foreign Affairs, 
Trade and Development 
Canada, the High Com-
mission for Pakistan said 
a large number of notable 
Pakistani origin Canadians 
have approached the high 
commission to request the 
Canadian authorities for in-
clusion of Urdu in the list of 
individual languages of Ca-
nadian census 2021 for the 
recognition and celebration 
of rich cultural heritage of 
Pakistani origin Canadians.
The letter noted that Urdu 
is the national language of 
Pakistan and has been serv-
ing as robust medium of 
connectivity and cohesion in 
a culturally diverse national 
landscape of the country.  
The High Commission fur-
ther requested to consider 
for future census, entries 
of Punjabi Shahmukhi and 
Gurmukhi as separate 
mother tongues because 
both languages followed two 
entirely different scripts as 
is the case with Urdu and 
Hindi. The letter concluded 
that the Canadian census 
does not record this dis-
tinction affecting resources 
which are currently allo-
cated for the promotion of 
media and content only in 
Punjabi Gurmukhi used in 
the Indian Punjab.

Trump faces 
New York 

state criminal 
probe

NEW YORK: Donald Trump 
and his family faced the 
increasing likelihood of 
criminal charges Wednes-
day after New York state’s 
prosecutor said it was work-
ing with Manhattan investi-
gators in its probe into the 
former president’s business 
dealings. The office of New 
York state Attorney Gener-
al Letitia James announced 
late Tuesday it was investi-
gating the Trump Organiza-
tion in a “criminal capacity.”
Previously, it had said its 
probe into possible tax, 
insurance and bank fraud 
was through civil proceed-
ings, which do not carry the 
threat of an indictment or 
imprisonment.
Trump denies wrongdoing, 
and has described the par-
allel criminal investigation 
by Manhattan’s district at-
torney as “a continuation of 
the greatest political witch 
hunt in the history of our 
country.” – Agencies
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PTI leaders express 
commitment to PM 

stAff report

KARACHI: Senior leaders of the ruling PTI have expressed 
their commitment to Prime Minister Imran Khan after the 
reported formation of a ‘group’ within the party. Loyalist par-
ty leaders and ministers also issued statements and tweeted 
after the development. Speaking from Turkey, Foreign Min-
ister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, who is the PTI vice president, 
said all members of the party were supposed to follow disci-
pline and warned that “violation of rules could affect their 
membership”. “No member of the party can violate the rules 
on Vote of Confidence and Finance Bill,” Qureshi said in his 
statement on issues related to party discipline.

Pakistan’s 
progress in 
controlling 
polio lauded

dnA
LONDON: International 
Monitoring Board has 
appreciated Pakistan’s 
progress in controlling 
polio virus, despite 
complex challenges 
faced by the immuniza-
tion programme.
The appreciation came 
at a virtual meeting 
of the Board that was 
attended by the IMB 
Chair Sir Liam Donald-
son, and its members, 
all international experts 
in polio eradication and 
public health. 
Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister on 
National Health Servic-
es, Dr. Faisal Sultan in 
his inaugural speech 
at the meeting said de-
spite the complex chal-
lenges of the COVID 19 
pandemic, Pakistan is 
optimistic about con-
trolling polio before 
the end of next year.

ANKARA: Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi held a bilateral meeting with Foreign Minister of Palestine, 
Riad Al Maliki at airport before their joint departure to New York. – APP

NEW YORK: Pakistan 
Wednesday called for rein-
forcing the ongoing African 
Union-UN partnership for 
resolving the numerous is-
sues of peace and security 
in Africa, especially the insti-
tutional mechanisms aimed 
at conflict prevention, early 
warning and mediation.
In a written statement 
submitted to the United 
Nations Security Council 
which debated African is-
sues, Ambassador Munir 
Akram said the coronavirus 
pandemic had accentuated 
the importance of preven-
tive diplomacy, mediation 
and other means of peaceful 
resolution of disputes and 
conflicts in Africa. 
"The root causes of conflict in 
Africa are complex and mul-
ti-dimensional, and include 
poverty and underdevelop-
ment; internal struggles for 
scarce resources; external 
contests for natural resourc-
es; and foreign interventions 
designed to suppress the 

rights of peoples to deter-
mine their own political and 
economic destinies," the Pa-
kistani envoy said, noting the 
continent's painful history 
of colonization had left be-
hind numerous conflicts and 
disputes that continued to 
impact on its peace, stability 
and progress.  
These challenges, he said,  
had been further exacer-
bated by an unequal global 
order that often prioritized 
profits over the common 
good. The coronavirus pan-
demic, he said, had also 
triggered the worst reces-
sion and disproportionately 
impacted the poorest coun-
tries, and had a devastating 
impact on Africa, especially 
those countries which suf-
fered from existing struc-
tural vulnerabilities, with 
economic activity  likely to 
decline by 3.3% resulting in 
the loss of USD 115 billion 
and pushing an estimated 40 
million people on the conti-
nent into extreme poverty. 

"Helping Africa recover from 
the debilitating impact of the 
pandemic will not only re-
quire international support 
for a robust vaccination pro-
gramme that reaches across 
the continent, including the 
conflict zones, but also the 
provision of adequate fiscal 
space and additional liquidity 
to recover from the econom-
ic reversal," Ambassador 
Akram said, adding it would 
also entail renewed efforts 
to sustain peacekeeping and 
peace-building efforts in the 
conflict-afflicted countries 
and regions.  Unfortunately, 
he said, low-incoming coun-
tries, especially in Africa, 
were  lagging well behind in 
terms of vaccine access, de-
spite the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral identifying vaccine equi-
ty as “the biggest moral test 
before the global communi-
ty”.  "International support 
will also be needed to re-
vamp the fragile health sys-
tems on the continent," the 
Pakistani envoy said.– APP

Pak stresses strong 
UN-AU partnership 
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ISLAMABAD: A condi-
tion to be vaccinated for 
coronavirus will not be 
"a matter of concern" for 
Pakistanis looking to trav-
el for Hajj if Saudi Arabia 
decides to keep its current 
travel policy during Hajj, 
say senior officials.
They reasoned that Paki-
stan has plenty of doses 
of the AstraZeneca coro-
navirus vaccine, with more 
doses reaching of both As-
traZeneca and Pfizer vac-
cines by next month.
“The Saudi government has 
not yet announced its Hajj 
policy which is expected 
by 15th Shawal (May 27, 
2021). We don’t know yet 
whether they will allow pil-
grims from outside the KSA 
and if allowed, how many 
outsiders could perform the 
pilgrimage," an official said.
So currently, Pakistan is 

waiting for an announce-
ment by Saudi Arabia on 
its Hajj policy, the Paki-
stani government official, 
who requested anonymity 
and is based in Riyadh, 
told media.
The government official 
said so far the Saudi author-
ities had only announced 
their travel policy. Accord-
ing to that, Saudi Arabia is 
only allowing people entry if 
vaccinated for coronavirus 
by either one of the three 
American or the European 
vaccine: Pfizer, Moderna, 
Jhonson and Jhonson and 
AstraZeneca.
No Hajj-related restric-
tions have so far been an-
nounced, he said.  “If they 
maintain the travel-related 
restrictions for Hajis too, 
it would not be a matter 
of concern for Pakistanis 
as we are already vaccinat-
ing them with AstraZene-
ca and we have sufficient 
stock available," he said.

EU to reopen 
borders to 
vaccinated 

travelers
Web desK

BRUSSELS: The Europe-
an Union member states 
Wednesday took a step to-
ward relaxing tourism travel 
for visitors from outside the 
bloc, with EU ambassadors 
agreeing on measures to 
allow fully vaccinated vis-
itors in. Meeting in Brus-
sels diplomats also agreed 
on easing the criteria for 
nations to be considered a 
safe country, from which 
all tourists can travel. Up to 
now, that list included only 
seven nations.
The recommendations will 
be adopted by EU minis-
ters on Friday, the Agence 
France-Presse (AFP) cit-
ed sources familiar with 
the matter. An EU Com-
mission spokesperson 
confirmed that the envoys 
had endorsed the update 
to travel rules. The EU 
imposed strict measures 
last year to contain COV-
ID-19 outbreaks.

‘Hajj vaccination 
restriction not a 
worry for Pak’


