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Wellness Trust is

CENTRELINE

WE NEED
YOUR HELP

fulfil the needs of basic human rights
including healthcare education clean
water Green environment
Entrepreneurship and leadership.

Please join hands in this noble cause
to help people and make them a
stronger nation as stronger Pakistan,

DR AAMIR HANIF

Chairman Wellness Trust

HEALTH CARE

* Providing basic health facilities to the
under privileged

Develop effective health care plans to
provide access in remote areas

helpi I
elping people to EDUCATION

To make education accessible to children in
remote areas

Facilitating learning and acquisition of
krowl

Making strategies to reduce illiteracy

CLEAN WATER

To use resources to provide clean drinking

bout the importance of c
g water in order to tackle infectiv
diseases

Installation of water filtration plants and
digging of wells

GREEN ENVIRONMENT

WM 1 varenass of sustainakble

ENTREP HIP
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EALTH CARE:

WELLNESS
TRUST

W T 1

ellnesstrust.pk
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Packing

Shipping

Land, Sea & Air Greight
Cusdom Clearance
Relocaliond

Office Remouvals

Bine Ak Handling

Pei Relocation

Slorage

Head Office
3rd Floor, Yasin Plaza, 74-West, Blue Area, Islamabad,
Tel: (+92 51) 2822471, 2274221, 2878029, 2272273, 2822711, 2874289 - Fax: (+92-51) 2825132, 2274227
E-mail; moving@freelinemavers.com - Website: www.freelinemovers.com
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Karachi Lahars Peshawar Eahid

Recrn Mo 14 15, 3rd Flaor, Kibkashan Ml
Main Tari Road, 172-1, Bioek-2, PECHS
Karazhi. Tal {+82-21] 34530628, 34310478
Face: {+B2-21) 34539747

E-rasil; karachififrealinamovan. oom

Offce Ma. C-3, 2nd Floor, Zsheer Plaza
Labl Ahsd, Ring Road, Peahwas

Honse ¥ 4, Stresl @ 4,

Chesahi Anzari Road, Shahr-g-Mak,

Kabul - Alghanisian

Tab +B3 79021 773, 93 THTSE5 506, 83 778468 263
E-mal; kabulEifrealnamoverns.cam

F-4, Gulberg Cenlre,
Main Boulevard, Lahore
Tt {+82-42) I5TSESG1, I5TE1085. Tel {+92-01) 2582778

Fax (+82-42) 357 11420 Fax {+52-84) 2582858

E-mal: lahoraifraalneimavan com E-mal; peshawangiireinamovers.com
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EU Parliament's resolution and our response

The European Parliament on April, 29, 2021 adopted a resolution calling
for a review of the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP +) for
Pakistan, The resolution was presented by Renew Europe, a liberal, pro-
European political group of the European Parliament. It was adopted
with a majority of 681 votes against six,
There is no doubt that GSP+ status has contributed greatlv towards
boosting the industrial sector of Pakistan, But the question that what
| triggered the European Parliament to vote against Pakistan needs some
e ' ‘. o soul searching. The reason appears to be more of a |~..nhlh':-|l nature |',-r1ll_u-1
than the one mentioned in the resolution. Pakistan and European Union
have enjoved excellent working relations mainly because EU regards Pakistan as an
important regional player and country that used to cater to manpower needs of the majority
of European countries in the past and even in present as well, though this subsistence has
decreased toa great extent.
Keeping in view of the past practices, [ don't think the EU would go to the extent of rescinding
this status for Pakistan. As regards blasphemy laws, and rights of the minorities in Pakistan,
the respective governments in ecollaboration with the security establishment of the country,
have done a great deal to address these issues thoroughly and seriously and that is the reason
that the frequency of such cases has been brought to minimal. Curbs on freedom of
expression in Pakistan are not new phenomena. It was there even at the time when the EU
approved the GSP+ status for Pakistan back in 2014. And probably so was the case with
minorities rights and blasphemy laws ete,
Prima fasciae, the move seems to be politically motivated. As we know France being the
leading EU country, has biggest number of seats in the European Parliament. Being the
founding member, it enjoys colossal clout within and without the bloc. The recent
happenings in Pakistan including demonstrations by the banned Tehreek-e-Laibaik
Pakistan against France and the French ambassador may have contributed towards adoption
ofthe European Parliament resolution. The saner voices in Pakistan strongly believe that acts
of TLP cannot be regarded as the acts of the whole eountry. Without going into details as to
who was behind the TLP protests and who encouraged them to stage mass gatherings, the
satisfying element is that the outfit has been sorted out with the clear intention that such happ
it will not be allowed to do it again.
Pakistan and European Union are tied in strong bonds of relationship that is based on shared
values and common objectives of peace, prosperity and development. The Pakistan-EU
relationship has strengthened steadily over the vears and is pursued through sound
institutional mechanisms and dialogne processes therefore this relationship must not be
allowed to derail or affected due to petty issues. The worst ime in Pakistan-EU relations was
perhaps the year 2002 when the EU election observer group headed by John Walls
Cushnahan came up with a highly eritical report about the general elections in Pakistan, That
commission sought to pin-point a4 number of loopholes in the entire election drill and
therefore had recommended a review of relations with Pakistan.
All such points that have been raised in the recent European Parliament resolution were there
in the 2002 report as well, But as we witnessed how that report was literally discarded by the
European Union itself and the EU bosses chose to eontlinue working with the military dictator
of the time. All said and done, Pakistan needs to look into points raised in the resolution
earnestly. There are still issues that need to be addressed not because the outside world wants
it 0, but we have to do it for our own sake. People will start harvesting benefits of true
democracy only when it is followed and implemented religiously. There is no doubt that
credentials of democracy in vogue in our country are weak, which is probably the key reason
for Pakistan's being lagging behind in social, developmiental and all other sectors that relate
towell being of the common folks.
And above all, the passing of the resolution has exposed futility of our missions especially
present in the EU countries. It also speaks volumes for the inefficiency of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which miserably failed in preempting the
situation, It still can do something to mend fences, It has to engage N,'yfﬂ'
proactively with the stakeholders in order to avoid any eventuality,

Chief Editor's Profile: Ansar Mahmood Bhattiis a career journalist, He started off as District Correspondent of Daily The Muslimin
1988 from Gujrat, Later he moved to Islamabad and joined Pakistan Observer as Sub-Editor / Op-ed Writer, in 1993. In 1995 he again
moved to The Muslim as Sub-Editor and he left The Muslim in 1997 to join The Nation as City ]'b:]lih:-!' and Diplomatic Correspondent,
where he remained till zoo2, His association with The News spans over three years from 2002 to 2005 as Columnist. In 2005 Mr. Bhatti
switched over to Khabrain Group as Columnist / Special Correspondent. In 2010 he was made Resident Editor of The Post, a sister
publication of daily Khabrain. In 2010 he launched his own publication Cenfreline. He has authored two books on European Union,
He has also served in Pakistan Telecom Company (PTCL) as Media Advisor/Director Communications. He Launched Diplomatic
News Agency (DNA)in 2o12, In April 2020 he launched Pakistan’s first & only Diplomatic Newspaper Daily Islamabad Post.
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People-to-peopie
contactskeyto

High Commaissioner of Maldives Farzana Zahir talks to
Centreline magazine and Daily Islamabad POST. She
talked about avariety of issues including bilateral
relations. Here are excerpts from her interview.

ANSAR MAHMOOD BHATTI

06 CENTRELINE

First, let us welcome you in
Pakistan and with you best of luck
with vyour all upcoming
endeavors. Relations between
hoth countries are very warm.
How would you describe these
relations?

Maldives and Pakistan have always
shared a special bond of friendship and
mutual solidaritv.Being a regional
partner, Maldives have always
cherished close cooperation with
Pakistan. We have always supported
each other at multilateral forums and
have worked closely bilaterally in
different areas. We share common
cultural and religious bonds that unite
our people very closely together. The
kind hospitality of Pakistani people
towards Maldivians is testament of this
closeness. There is continuous dialogue
and exchange between the two
countries. Maldives wants to see that
friendship grow, and to build on the
common ideals that we share, for
mutual cooperation.

This vear especially, will mark 55 years
of formal diplomatic relations between
Maldives and Pakistan. It is a jovous
occasion that will mark a milestone of
cooperation between our two countries.
Apart from political and economic
relations, cultural and
educational relations also

LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE | www.centreline.com.pk

contribute greatly towards
cementing of people to people
contacts. If you could share with
us yourvision in this regard?

Enhancing people to people contact is
key for more cooperation. Many
Maldivians have preferred to pursue
studies in Pakistan, especially in the
area of Medicine. Pakistan has
established a good reputation and
produced a great number of high-class
doctors and health carve professionals
that it ean be proud of. The common
values of our people and warm
hospitality of the people of Pakistan is
another factor that makes Maldivians
happy to pursue their studies here,

There is expanded scope for greater
level of bilateral cooperation in the
education sector. The cultural and
religious parallels provide opportunity
to collaborate on areas such as
literature and tourism. Maldivians have
also had a fondness to Urdu language
and poetry which can be revived, 1 also
see opportunity for cooperation in the
unigque and vastly different
geographical makeup of both our
countries. The new generation of vouth
are driven to explore beyond their own
borders. Having a good network of
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established institutions can enhance
this opportunity for the voung
generation for creativity and limitless
ventures.

Tourism is vet another sector
where both countries can benefit
from each other's experience. Do
you agree?

Indeed. Tourism is our biggest industry
and we have gone throughmany
transformations, adapting to new
markets, while alse ensuring
sustainahility. The Maldives would like
to see more Pakistani tourists on our
beaches and I'm sure they would enjoy
the hospitality that the Maldives offers.
As Pakistan ventures into promoting
tourism and welcoming more tourists to
the country, there is a lot we can offer
from our experience in the area,
Pakistan is a beautiful country with a
vibrant culture and amazing landscape.
I still have a lot to explore about
Pakistan. But what I have seen and
experienced so far keeps me intrigued.
Increasingly many tourists are looking
for experiences and adventure, Opening
up, should also come hand in hand with
sustainable eco-friendly practices to
ensure that the unique environment
and culture is sustained for the benefit

of future generations. South Asia region
as a whole can also learn from others.
Inter-connectivity within South Asia
currently limits us from exploring the
full potential of what the countries in
the region can offer and benefit from.

If vou could share with us the key
factors that led to fast
development of Maldives?

We have a very yvoung population,
similar to that of Pakistan. Our biggest
achievement lies in providing universal
education to all, for free. Ensuring that
the young population is ready to
contribute to the national economy is
important. We had our challenges in the
past, and continuously face the
challenges of adapting our education
system to meet the demands of today.
Free quality education means that
evervone in our society can benefit, and
aworking class can emerze.

We were also lucky to have started our
biggest industries tourism and
fisheries, in a sustainable manner. Our
fisheries in based on the eco-friendliest
method of fishing, which is pole and
line. Catching fish one by one may
sound difficult. But not to the skilled
Maldivian fisherman who would catch
thousands every day. Because of their
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hard work, we can ensure that our
fragile marine environment is
preserved and healthy.

Similarly, our tourism industry is also
based on sustainable practices. While
our tourism industry has developed
tremendously, preserving and
maintaining the natural environment
has been the key. Strict, vet simple and
easy to follow laws were put in place to
protect the natural environment
around the time tourism started to
emerge asa major industry. This is quite
natural as approximately 90 percent of
our territory is ocean.Our lives and
livelihoods are intricately linked to the
wellbeing of the ocean, coral reefs, and
marine life. Having that balance of
economic activity with sustainable
practices is an important aspect of our
development and to keep us in that
upward trajectory.

Maldives recently left
Commonwealth but joined again.
Can vou share with us some
background information about
this move?

CENTRELINE
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The decision to leave was a highly
debated matter, but a decision that was
taken in 2016 by the Government at that
time. In 2008, the Maldives adopted a
new Constitution, with its first
comprehensive bill of rights, a full
separation of powers and provisions for
independent and aecountable State
bodies. In 2008, Maldives also had its
first multi-party election to elect a
President, This prompted
unprecedented changes that we had
never experienced in our history with
several oversight institutions and
freedoms. As a young democracy, we
had our challenges, and we had a strong
partnership with the Commonwealth in
facing the challenges of
democratization. The conversation we
had with the Commonwealth, in that
process, had its own dynamics too, and
the decision to leave the organization
was one result of that dynamie. That
decision does not in any way diminish
the relevance and importance of the
Commonwealth to our country or our
people. The decision to reinstate the
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relationship so quickly is testament to
that.

Maldives rejoined the Commonwealth
on 1 February 2020. This was one of the
first decisions of the current
Government of President Thrahim
Mohamed Solih, that was
communicated to the Commonwealth
Secretary General in December 2018,
shortly after he took office in November
2018, The family of Commonwealth
nations is important for the Maldives.
The close network and fruitful
relationships with the Commonwealth
of nations has been crucial to the
Maldives in its journey. Be it the
democratic journey, education,
combating climate change, trade and
investment and other cultural
exchanges. Building relationships with
the 2.4 hillion Commonwealth citizens
have always served as well. We believe
that Commonwealth's foundational
values of the promotion of democracy,
human rights, good governance,
multilateralism and world peace
remain relevant tous. Especially, asa
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voung democracy and as a small island
nation.

Please share with us your vision
and roadmap to further promote
and strengthen relations with
Pakistan.

My aim is to expand the people to
people relationship. Be it though
culture, edueation, food, language or
tourism and trade. Building greater
understanding and bridging a close
relationship will help flourish our
relations. More strategically, Maldives
has always sought to strengthen the
relationship with its South Asian
neighbours. As a regional partner, there
is a natural partnership that we will
always value and support as a priority.
Please share with our readers
some about your previous
postings and whal motivated you
tojoin the Foreign Service?

I joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in 1996, as junior officer at the
Department of External Resources. My
waork exposed me to negotiations that
took place between Maldives and other
countries as well as other organizations
such as the United Nations. This
motivated me to learn more about
international relations. When 1 had the
opportunity, I pursued further
education in development studies,
before 1 returned back to the Foreign
Ministry again. Foreign Service

becomes the first line of defense for
every nation. It gives opportunity and
platforms to protect the interests of our
people and forge partnerships that
serve humanity. My first overseas
posting was in Malaysia, from 2009 to
2012 as a Counsellor at the Maldives
High Commission. Later, I also got the

dailyisbpost@gmail.com
www.islamabadpost.com.pk
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opportunity to be part of the Maldives
delegation to the United Nations at the
7oth and 71st Sessions, My last posting
was at the Maldives Mission to the
United Nations in New York, where [
served as the Deputy Permanent
Representative, from January 2017
until July 2000.

A sister concern of

DNA News Agency

& CENTRELINE ma
gazine

A Credible Daily Newspaper

Chief Editor: Ansar Mahmood Bhatti
Deputy Editor: Abid Raza
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Jomalia, Pakistan relations
strengthened: Khadija Almakzoumi

Ansar M Bhatti

CENTRELINE

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of
Somalia to Pakistan Khadija
Mohamed Almakhzoumi has said
relations between the two countries
are growing with the each passing
day. She said educational links
between the two countries have been
strengthened further.

She expressed these views while
giving an exclusive interview to
Islamabad POST.

Ambassador Khadija, who is in
Pakistan for last four years, has
contributed significantly towards
cementing of bilateral relations.

She also talked about the COVID
situation in her country adding the
situation had deteriorated in past few
months mainly because of influx of
tourists. She said there was no
COVID in Somalia in the beginning
but suddenly cases have risen.

She said her government was taking
all possible steps to overcome the
situation. To a question about
Pakistan's Look Africa policy the
ambassador said, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Pakistan has done
well by organizing a conference of the
country's envoys in the African
Continent with a view to deliberating
on issues relating to enhanced
cooperation with them.

The move is timely in the sense other
countries of the world especially the
United States and China are focusing
more on Africa as its economies are
considered as 'lions on the move'.
African continent is a rising market
of 1.26 billion people; it is rich in
mineral resources and is an exporter
of energy resources. Pakistan has a
lot of goodwill in the region as the
country always championed the
cause of the African countries at UN
and remained in the forefront of
peacekeeping missions in Africa,

In this backdrop, it is unfortunate
that Pak-Africa trade is negligible
and the country has diplomatic
presence in a few countries alone —
thirteen missions to cover 54
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countries (the rest are managed
through concurrent accreditation).
Apart from Africa being a huge
potential market for Pakistani goods,
the country's geo-strategic location
and connectivity offers opportunity
for African goods to reach Central
Asia and South Asia,

‘As Somali Ambassador to Pakistan, |
consider my role is to facilitate the
contacts between the plavers in the
economic field, to get them to know
each other better and also to
interconnect in a better way'.

She further said, in 1969, Pakistan
and Somalia were among the
founding members of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC). Somalia's relations with
Pakistan remained strong in the
following yvears and through the
ensuing civil war period, when the
Pakistani military contributed to a
UN peacekeeping operation in
southern Somalia.

She stressed to further intensify
trade and economic relations
between the two countries adding
she had already interacted with
various chambers of commerce and
industry in Pakistan with a view to
exploring more and more avenues of
cooperation.
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GREECE TODAY, AFTER
A COURSE OF 200 YEARS

The future is decided today - shaped by the actions of all of us
in the present. We all need to be present tomorrow. Only
words are not enough for that. Progress requires both effort
and manner. He wants the body and the mind to work. The
challenges of the future are already here

ATHENS: The object of the axis is to
highlight the dynamic elements of
today's Greek society through the
creativity and actions of groups,
individuals, organizations, local
government organizations, universities,
research centers, cultural organizations,
ete. At the same time, the maximum
promotion of modern Greece will be
soupht. abroad, with presence in
international exhibitions and
international organizations, under the
general umbrella: "1821-2021: This is
modern Greece",
"Erasing a piece from the past is like
erasing a corresponding piece from the
future.” George Seferis
Many times we hear the phrase around
us: "this country is not saved".
Fortunately for all of us, our past denies
this fatalistie and simplistic approach to
the present. Many may end up in this
aphorism under the pressure of the evils
of the Greek state. But the bottom line is
that we are here to move on.
This is probably how the dissatisfaction
of the Greek soul is expressed. Because
the people of this country have learned to
look for open horizons. And when they do
not find them on land, they look for them
at seq. When reality does not offer them,
they look for them in the imagination. In
intellectual and scientific creation.
What is certain is that when a stranger
hears this phrase he is surprised.
Because Greece has progressed. And
many find it difficult to understand how.
MNow we can all take the next step
together. Studying our course today, let
us chart new paths.
The chronology you see is absolutely
indicative. Every citizen can add his own
event and his own Greek. To create his
own station in history. To make his own
assessment of facts and persons, To
propose his own action for the future...
2021 AS A WINDOW FOR THE
GREECE OF THE FUTURE
This will include actions that will focus
on the country's prospecis for the future

| 12 | CENTRELINE

and will highlight how we imagine and
want Greece in the coming vears. The
various actions will be reported either
inside the country or abroad, and their
form will vary: scientific conferences,
cultural events, professional and trade
exhibitions, but also actions that will
leave a legacy for the future, such as
environmental interventions,
development infrastructure ete.

The future is decided today - shaped by
the actions of all of us in the present. We
all need to be present tomorrow. Only
words are not enough for that. Progress
requires both effort and manner. He
wants the body and the mind to work.
The challenges of the future are already
here...

GREEKS LEAVING THEIR
IMPRESSION IN THE WORLD

ORLANDOS: THE GUARDIAN

ANGELS OF ANCIENT
MONUMENTS

MARIA CALLAS

*Greeks who have left their mark on the
world for the last 200 years”.

The object of the axis is to promote the
life and work of Greeks who left their
mark both in Greece and abroad.

We Greeks may be few, the ancient spirit
may dominate the image of the country
abroad, but the truth is that there have
been hundreds of Greeks who have left
their mark on the world since the
founding of the modern Greek state.
Greek men and women excelled in the
arts and letters, won Nobel and Oscars,
solved puzzles, saved countless lives
with their discoveries, won worldwide
recognition and respect...

The chronology you see is absolutely
indicative. Every citizen can add his own
event and his own Greek. To create his
own station in History, To make his own
assessment of facts and persons. To
suggest his own action for the future. We
will address the protagonists
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themselves. Far the history of the labor
movement, the development of cities
and infrastructure, the industrialization
ofthe country and soon.

1821 EECE

WORLD

"The Revolution of 1821 as a statutory
element of Greek History, but also as a
piece of world history.”

The object of the axis is the better
understanding of the Revolution of 1821,
the emergence of its world importance,
its relation with the other revolutions
that took place in the same period, howit
affected the rest of the world but also
how it was influenced by it.
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

The Association of Greek Sign Language

Teachers participates in the
celebrations for the 200th anniversary
of the Revolution with a substantial
action,

After many months of work, in which
besides the teachers of sign language,
linguists, philologists, theologians, etc.
contributed, our National Anthem was
performed in the Greek sign language

GREECE CELEBRATING TWO
HUNDRED YEARS OF EXISTENCE

Andreas Papastavrou Ambassador of Greece
Issues a special message on the occasion

Papastavrou
of{Greece
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ISLAMABAD: Andreas
Papastavrou Ambassador of Greece
to the Islamic republic of Pakistan has
issued a special message on the
occasion of National Day of Greece.
Here is the text of his message.

"It is a privilege to serve as
Ambassador of Greece to Pakistan. In
this context, itis also a unigue honour
to address this message of celebration
to the people of this friendly country,
marking the Bicentenary of the start
of the National Struggle for the
Independence of Greece.

The history of Greece spans millennia
and has known countless moments of
glory, The National Struggle for
Independence is one of those
moments, which we are profoundly
proud of, The enormous sacrifices of
our forefathers have paved the way
for the ereation of a democratic state,
inspired by the noblest ideals of
humanity, in dignity and respect for
all.

Having sailed in the stormy seas of
the 19th and zoth centuries and
having contributed more than her
share to the creation of a free world,
Greece is now celebrating two
hundred years of her existence, as a
vibrant, modern State. She is facing
courageously the challenges of our
times and endeavouring for a bright
future.

Let us all rejoice with the people of
Greece on this day of celebration and
let us work side by side, for a bright
tuture is our common quest’,
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‘Pakistan-italy Friendship bridge’
inaugurated for Chitral people

Ms Emanuela Benini, Director AICS, Pakistan, is immensely pleased that
the infrastructure has been given the name 'Pak-Italy Friendship bridge'

CHITRAL, A suspension bridge was
inaugurated in Khairabad District,
Chitral to solve the problem of rural
isolation that has been affecting the
community especially during the time of
heavy rainfall, Due to adverse conditions
and limited mobility, residents were
deprived of erucial socio-economic
opportunities. The bridge has been
constructed in partnership with Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and
Sarhad Rural Support Programme
{SRSP) under the Programme for Poverty
Reduction (PPR) by Italian Agency for
Development Corporation ([AICS)
Pakistan.

Khairabad is comprised of 5 sub-villages
{Khaiabad Khas, Thok Jal, Dhap, Junali,
Camp) while there are 3 more connected
villages of Kol, Wardhap and Wardhap
Payeen. More than 450 households of
Khairabad, Kol, Camp, Wardhap Payeen
will directly benefit fromthis
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development. Village Khairabad in Union
Council Drosh 1 has close to 450
households however, after recent flash
floods, the community's connection to
main centers were cut off. With the
construction of Jeepable bridge in the
village, accessibility has been massively
improved for the residents.

Ms Emanuela Benini, Director AICS,
Pakistan, is immensely pleased that the
infrastructure has been given the name
"Pak-Italy Friendship bridge’. She said,
“AICS is aspires to lay the stone for a
strong developmental network in
Pakistan and this bridge is the first step
towards it. The bridge will enable the local
community to have better access to health
and educational facilities just like other
communities in the district.”

Mr Shams Badruddin, Group
HeadlInfrastructure, PPAF, said “Such
developmental projects would allow the
local community to have easier access to

health and educational facilities in the
District Chitral and this can lead to hetter
socio economic conditions in the region.”
Deputy Commissioner Lower Chitral, Mr
Hassan Abid appreciated the Italian
government, PPAF and SRSP for
supporting the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government in the development of the
district. He said *Communication-related
infrastructure plays the most critical role
in the development of any area and thus,
this newly built bridge could prove to
radically transform the lives of the local
residents.”

Construction of the bridge was the top
priovity of the village organization in
Khairabad. Even the nearest bridge was 4
kilometres away thus it was cumbersome
for the villagers to access it. Through
PPR's timely intervention of Rs 17.6
Millions. hundreds of people will now be
able to commute with ease and strive
towards a betterlife,
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Amplification in the
Effectiveness of Soft Power

ZAHRA ALI

Pakistan being in the limelight on a
global juncture now more than ever, it
must be remembered that it hosts six
UNESCO world heritage sites. More
often the country's history is
spotlighted around early [slam, Sufi,
and Mughal artistic monuments
while it is noteworthy that Pakistan
has been a hospice to various smaller
religious groups including Sikhs,
Parsis, Zikris, Bahd'i, Buddhists and
Kalasha; the largest and most
prominent of which are Hindus,
Christians and Ahmadis. Pakistanisa
pluralistic society with myriad
religious and ethno-linguistic
identities.

The Constitution of Pakistan
guarantees all citizens are equal
before law and are entitled to equal
protection of law, adequate provision
for the minorities to freely profess and
practice their religions and develop
their cultures. Pakistan has been a
home to various Hindu temples and
Buddhist relics pooled with rich
natural landscapes. The opening of
the recent Kartarpur corridor
illustrates one such action where a
visa-free initiative for the Sikh
community was taken for cross-
border pilgrimages, Pakistan
demonstrating a pro-peace stance
while the premier also enhanced
tourism. From reciprocal presents of
ancient rulers to today's Expos &
symposiums, numerous forms of
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culture have been used by state actors
to demonstrate who they are, assert
their claim in the global governance,
shape national image and build long-
lasting relations with people from
other cultures & ethnicities. The
green in the National flag of Pakistan
svmbolises the Muslim majority in
Pakistan and the white stripe
represents the various minority
groups. Nonetheless, the white is as
much Pakistan as the green. The
notion of public diplomacy & cultural
diplomacy lies at the heart of soft
power. Cultural diplomacy is one such
aspect of public diplomacy. Whilst a
traditional diplomatic approach aids
in understanding, notifying and
influencing the people, cultural
diplomacy is the exchange of values,
syvstems and other aspects of culture
with the intention to forging mutual
thought and consideration with the
aim to promote reconciliation by
strengthening intercultural and
interfaith harmony and enhance
socio-cultural cooperation. Pakistan
is a land of diverse multi-cultures, a

Ever since the ascension
of Imran Khan to
power, Pakistan has
tremendously improved
its soft power capital
by utilizing public
diplomacy. The
Pakistani leadership is
in a frenzied move to
build a positive image
of the country. The
emphasis on the tourism
sector, therefore, aligns
with Khan's reform
agenda, which consists
of enhancing the use
of national resources
and making the
economic apparatus
work for citizens

repository both rich in history and
blessed with striking topographical
benefits. It is a cradle of rich
landscapes and welcoming people
that have much to offer those that
desire tolearn about our nation,

The primordial historical sites and
landmarks, and the splendor of our
towering mountain ranges and gentle
seas offer much to explore. Tourism is
a key stride towards increasing the
understanding of other cultures. The
surge of international travel vloggers
has amplified more than ever, to name
a few: Eva Zu Beck from Poland, Rosie
Gabrielle from Canada have placed
emphasis on art, literature, food,
intricate truck murals and dance
which is also evident through our
books, movies and documentaries.
Mark Weins from the United States &
Trevor James from Canada,
contributed towards promoting how
vast and varied the street food culture
is in our Country on his social media
accounts named “The Food Range.
Former Minister of Information of
Pakistan, Fawad Chaudhry,
announced a new visa policy to revive
the countryv's tourism industry. This
measure offers an e-visa option to 175
countries and a visa-onarrival to 50
other countries exhibiting a well-
articulated cultural-diplomacy effort.
Additionally, the minister had also
announced policy decrees toward
developing the country's image and
making tourism a vibrant sector
capable of accomplishing economic
growth while enriching the brand
image of the country. Ever since the
ascension of Imran Khan to power,
Palkistan has tremendously improved
its soft power capital by utilizing
public diplomacy. The Pakistani
leadership is in a frenzied move to
build a positive image of the country.
The emphasis on the tourism sector,
therefore, aligns with Khan's reform
agenda, which consists of enhancing
the use of national resources and
making the economic apparatus work
for citizens while also making the
country safe haven for minority
groups more than ever before.
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Sarmad Ali, Naz Afreen elected as
President, Secy General of APNS

CENTRELINE magazine, a sister concern of Daily Islamabad
POST elected as Member of the Executive Committee for the
second time; the newly elected Executive Committee appreciated
the performance of the Election Commission. The members gave
standing ovation to Mr. Hameed Haroon

DNA

KARACHI: The Annual Meeting of
the APNS General Council held on
March 24, 2021 at APNS House,
Karachi unanimously elected Sarmad
Ali as President, Jamil Ather as Senior
Vice President, Shahab Zuberi as Vice
President, Ms, Nazafreen Saigol
Lakhani as Secretary General, Mohsin
Bilal as Joint Secretary and Owais
Khushnood as Finance Secretary of the
Society. Earlier, the General Council
elected un-opposed the Executive
Committee for 2o021-22.

The AGM was held under the
chairmanship of Hameed Haroon,
President, at the lawns of the APNS
House completely observing SOPs for
Covid-19. The Council unanimously
approved the report of the Executive
Committee for the years 2019-2021 as
well as the Annual Accounts of the
Society forthe years 2019 and 2020,
The General Council attended by 146
members from across the country,
formed an Election Commission
headed by Ms. Shimaila Matri Dawood
with MNasir Daad Baloch and Mumtaz
Ali Phulpoto as members. The Election
Commission conducted the election of
the Executive Committee for the vear
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a2o21-22. Following were elected un-
opposed to the Executive Committee of
the APNS for the vear 2021-22 at the
Annual General Meeting held on March
24,2021

Karachi Daily Seats: Aghaz,
Business Recorder, Deynat, Dawn,
Jasarat, Jiddat

Lahore Daily Seats: Jang, Khabrain,
Tijarat, Dunya, Abtak, Pakistan
Rawalpindi/Islamabad Daily
Seats: Ausaf,Sahafat

Balochistan Daily Seats: Awam
Quetta, Mashrig Quetta

Khyber Pakhtoon Khwa Daily
Seats: Mashriq Peshawar, Wahdat
Peshawar

Sindh (Excluding Karachi)
Dailies: Kawish Hyderabad, Kaleem
Sukkur

Punjab (excluding
Lahore/Rwp/Ibd.): Aftab Multan,
Paigham Faisalabad, Business Report,
Faisalabad

General Seats (Metropolitan
Dailies): Pakistan Observer
Islamabad, City 42 Lahore

General Seats (Regional Dailies):
Halchal Hyderabad, Savadat
Bahawalpur

Periodicals Seats: Naey Ufaq
Karachi, Dastak Karachi, Roohani
Digest Karachi, Naya Rukh Karachi.
News & News Comments
Periodical (Punjab/KPK):
CENTRELINE Islamabad

News & News Comments
Periodical (Sindh/Balochistan):
Ihrat Magazine Hyderabad

News & News Comments
Periodicals (General): Cricketer
Karachi

The new Executive Committee elected
Daily Nau Sijj, Karachi on woman -
publishers seat.

The newly elected Executive
Committee appreciated the
performance of the Election
Commission. The members gave
standing ovation to Mr. Hameed
Haroon, the outgoing President for his
services to the newspaper industry.
Earlier, the Extra-Ordinary General
Council of the Society held a meeting in
the morning and adopted a Special
Resolution whereby not holding of the
AGM due to pandemic for the vear
2020-21, was condoned and the actions
and decisions taken during the
previous vearwere validated,
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EU supports Pakistan to
mitigate impact of COVID

ANSAR M BHATTI

ISLAMBAD: The European Union will
support Pakistan's Civil Society by
cofinancing three projects, for a total
amount of 7 237 500 EUR, to alleviate the
socio-economic impact of the COVID-19
outbreak on communities and increase
the voice of youth in society.

The announcement follows the signing of
three contracts by H.E. Ms, Androulla
Kaminara, Ambassador of the European
Union to Pakistan and the representatives
of the main implementing partners: Agha
Khan Foundation, Norwegian Church Aid
and Deutsche Welthungerhilfe.

The three projects were selected through
a call for proposals launched in April
2020 and focus on Punjab, Sindh and
Gilgit Baltistan. In Pakistan, the virus is
posing a threat to people’s lives, straining
communities, overwhelming health
systems and endangering livelihoods.
Young people in particular, who make up
a majority of Pakistan's population, have
been severely affected by the pandemicin
terms of unemployment, increased
gender inequalities, social exclusion and
a diminished voice in the decision-
making processes.

The projects aim to build Civil Society
Organizations capacity to mobilise and
engage youth, enhance involvement in
decision-making, and improve access to
economic opportunities for marginalized
groups. At the signing ceremony,
Androulla Kaminara, Ambassador of the
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European Union to Pakistan, said, "As the
world continues to battle the COVID
pandemie, it is important to focus our
efforts on supporting the most
vulnerable.

Civil society organisations are impaortant
partners for the EU wherever we work,
and have been crucial in Pakistan's efforts
to respond to the current crisis.

The initiative leading to today’s
successful proposals was one of the first
concrete actions taken by the EU last year
to alleviate the effects of the pandemic in
the short and long term in Pakistan. The
pandemic has had a disproportionate
impact on voung people — which is
reflected in the areas prioritised by these
projects including youth engagement and
economic empowerment,” Dr Matt Reed,
CEO of Agha Khan Foundation (UEK),
said: “During this pandemic, in Pakistan
and around the world, civil society has
been vital: raising awareness, teaching
people how to help their families and
neighbours safely, protecting their
communities from COVID-19,

The Aga Khan Foundation is delighted to
partner with the European Union in
strengthening community organisations
and civil society at this crueial time.” In
her speech, Anne Masterson, Country
Director of the Norwegian Church Aid
emphasized that, “Through this project
voung peaple will have opportunities to
improve and diversify their skills, obtain

training and establish livelihoods. Youth,
particularly young women, will become
more effective change agents by
strengthening their voice within their
communities and in the wider society.”
Aisha Jamshed, Country Director of
Deutsche Welthungerhilfe, stated that,
“Through the project, CS0s will build the
skills of young men and women, provide
them with income opportunities and
giving them a veice by advocating for
improved service delivery with Loeal
Authorities.

Welthungerhilfe values the consistent
contribution of the European Union to
the organization over the past ten yvears,
along with EUs contribution to the civil
society development across Pakistan.”

In Pakistan, the EU is committed to a
stable, democratic and pluralistic country
that respects human rights and benefits
from its full economic potential by
supporting sustainable and inclusive
development for all its citizens. The EU
provides Pakistan with about €100
million annually in grants for
development and cooperation.

Among other issues, the EU supports
Pakistan in its efforts to tackle poverty,
inerease education, promote good
governance, human rights, rule of law and
ensure sustainable management of
natural resources. EU-funded projects
cover all of Pakistan with a special focus
on 5indh and Balochistan.
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Ample sports strengthen youth's
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Isphanyar Bhandara says Sports builds character and personality Y 4 Y R 8. i\ '
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Bhandara Memorial Polo Cup Final played in Rawalpindi
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RAWALPINDI: Chief
Executive Murree Brewery
Company Isphanyvar Bhandara
has said that sports help in
developing the mental and
physical abilities of the youth.
This builds their character
along with improvingpatience
and courage in their
personalities, because self-
confidence in a person can play
an important role in the
country's development.

He added that the players are
assets of the nation and play an
important role in promoting
sports for the formation of a
healthy society.He expressed
his views while talking to
reporters after distributing
prizes in the successful team at
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the 117'" MP Bhandara
Memorial Polo Cup Final in
Rawalpindi.

Eight teams that participated in
the pilot event were:

In the final ASC Igbal Team
scored 6 goals to beat PAF team
by 5-1f/2 goals. Ambassador of
Sweden, Henrick Persson was
the Chief Guest of this event. He
appreciated the efforts of the
Murree Brewery team for the
promotion sports event went on
to say that the inaugural M.P.
Bhandara Memorial Polo
Tournament was held in 1904.
Besides, Ambassadors of
Morocco and Nepal also
attended the event and
distributed awards among the
plavers.
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‘Arab states keen to promote strong

brotherly honds with Pakistan

Ambassador of Iraq hosts dinner for the Arab ambassador;
COVID situation also came under discussion during the meeting

ISLAMABAD: Arab states have
reiterated their resolve to promote and
strengthen strong brotherly bonds with
Pakistan. This resolve came during a
dinner hosted by Ambassador of Irag for
the Arab ambassadors based in
Islamabad.

In an atmosphere of friendliness, serenity
and the necessary precautions for
prevention, The Iragi ambassador,
Hamid Abbas Lafta, received their

colleagues at his place. The Embassy of

the Republic of Irag held a dinner
reception at the embassy building in the
diplomatic enclave. The Ambassador
delivered a welcoming speech at this
important meeting, stressing upon that
the Arab countries group in Islamabad
could be an important factor in
developing relations with the host
country, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
The ambassador further said that the
preventive atmosphere from the COVID -
19 epidemic requires evervone to take
precautionary measures especially in
public gatherings, but our meetings are
important and must always be activated
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by using prevenlive measures and
adhering to the correct Instructions.

All the distinguished Ambassadors from
the dean of the Arab Diplomatic Corps,
Muhammad Ihrahim Muhammad Abdul
Qadir, Ambassador, Nassar Abdul
Rahman Al-Mutairi, the Yemeni
Ambassador, Muhammad Muthahar
Alashaabi, and the Ambassador of the
United Arab Emirates Mr. Hamad Obaid
bin Ibrahim Al-Faabi and the other

Ambassadors also participated in the
conversation and praised this tyvpe of
initiatives and working on the
continuation of the Arab diplomatic
group with regular meetings and
adopting contribuling projects that serve
the trends that consolidate diplomatic
and service relations with the Islamic
Republie of Pakistan through the
channels of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.
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The HEC Affaars

Dr Yousaf Alamgirian

The Higher Education Commission
(HEC) has turned into another
example of bad governance due to
many reasons. It has unfortunately
gone through many phases of
experiments in the hands of different
tenures. HEC was once a University
Grants Commission, established in
1974  with the mandate of funding,
overseeing, regulating and acerediting
the higher edueation institutions.
During Musharraf rule, its name was
changed into HEC and Dr Atta
urRehman became its Chairman in
2002,

He evolved HEC into modern lines.
New avenues in the research sector
were introduced. Numerous
scholarships were announced and
hundreds of research scholars were
sent abroad for PhD and post-
doctorate level research. When
Musharraf left, the new government
put cut on the funds of HEC and many
of the research scholars who were busy
in research abroad were caught in the
doldrums because of not issuance of
the rest of the instalments in time.
Many of them have to work to meet
their left out charges and a number of
them came back without completing
their research and degrees.

Dr JavaidLaghari was the second
chairman from zoog to z2o13. He
unearthed the fake degrees of
politicians and refused to accept any
pressure on this issue. He was replaced
by Dr Mukhtar Ahmed. Dr Tariq

Banuri became the fourth chairman of
HEC in November 2018 for a period of
fouryears.

It is worth mentioning that
appointment of chairman HEC is
considered equal to the federal
minister from protocol point-of-view.
However, chairman HEC enjoys much
more powers than that of the federal
ministers, He can appoint the staff even
in grade 20/ 210n a regular basis. For
that, he has to fulfil the formality by
calling selection board meeting.
Whereas federal ministers can only
appoint people on non-gazetted
vacancies because from grade 17
onwards appointments are made
through Federal Public Service
Commission (FPSC) where federal
ministers can't intervene,

The outgoing chairmanHEC however
used this power only a few days before
his removal. Keeping in view the ill
intentions and favouritism it is a need
of the hour that recruitment in
autonomous bodies should also be
made through FPSC. Resolution could
be passed through parliament or the
president can issue the ordinance. This
will only be done when any government
would like to ensure merit and
transparency in the recruitments.

This is major trauma in our country
that policies of the institutions are not
permanent. Overnight changes are
made in the policies. Indeed,
governments must not interfere in the
affairs of the organisations which are
protected legally and constitutionally.
This cover allows them to perform with
full freedom. Nevertheless if govt. sees
that some specific person or institution
is going bevond its limitations and it is
harming the organisation then options
are alwaysthere to mend things.
During the last few years several
untoward changes were made in higher
education. If we take the example of
PhD course only, HEC has notified that
in future the students will be able to go
for PhD only attaining the BS degree.
M.Phil. course will be abolished.
Matter of the fact is the MPhil degree
was very useful in terms that researcher
were taught new research techniques
before they start PhD course work and

research. Whereas BS level is not that
mature level to do research work of
PhD level. However, if new PhD
policies are implemented as it is what
will be the fate of the thousands of
research scholars who have done
MPhil? There should be an
independent body that approves
certain education policies undertaken
by HEC sort of organisations.

Outgoing chairman Mr Tariq Banuri
may be a very upright and honest
person but few facts, however, prove
that he has certain motives and agenda
to fulfil during his tenure that's why
when he came to know that
government has brought an
ordinanceto cut his tenure, he
immediately called the selection board
to appoint people on senior-level
appointments mostly advisors and
DGs in grade 21 and 20 respectively, A
report published in the newspaper says
that *A statement issued by Officers
Welfare Association (OWA) HEC said
that the officers and staff of HEC
welcome the decision of the Federal
Government to remove the Chairman
HEC. The statement alleged that after
the decision of his removal by the
federal government, the Chairman
HEC called the meeting of the selection
board for selection of his blue-
eved/favourite individuals on the
position of 12 regular DGs in grade 20,
advisors in Grade 21, four positions on
MP-1, and two positions of MP-11 and
MP-IIL. It said that the HEC employees
showed grave concerns over calling the
Selection Board in haste in violation of
the HEC Recruitment Policy and Rules,
The HEC Emplovees demanded the
Prime Minister of Pakistan (who is also
the controlling Authority of HEC) to
stop the Chairman from holding the
illegal selection board, especially when
NAB has already initated an inguiry
about illegal appointment of dozen of
consultants”.

Such reports reflect dubious intentions
on the part of the outgoing chairman.
Uprightness and high moral values
demand that if the chairman was
removed he should have relinquished
by allowing the next chairman/
competent authority to do the

brainstorming, get the applications
shortlisted on merit and call the
selection board accordingly to select
the competent and professional
candidates for very senior level
appointments. The things done in
haste also put questions on the working
of HEC and the weakness of the state
which could not interfere to stop the
loot sale of the recruitments.
There is a need to understand that HEC
is a national organisation and not a
personal property of any of the
chairmen. NAB/FIA should intervene
and ascertain the level of
misappropriation made in
recruitments. If all the candidates
selected for the appointments, fulfil the
criterion they should be allowed to
work otherwise recruitments made in
haste be cancelled and documents of all
the candidates who applied for
different vacancies be reviewed and
eligiblecandidates be called for
interviews. There must be many
candidates who qualify the given
criterion but were not called for
interviews.
However, it 1s not the first ime when
any government has put a cut on the
duration of tenure of any head of the
organisation, During the Musharraf
era tenure of the then chairman FPSC
JamshedGulzarKianiwas decreased
from 5 vears to three years, And he had
to relinguish from the duty. Now
President of Pakistan has issued an
ordinance to decrease the tenure of the
HEC chairman.
Nonetheless, tussles are obviously not
good for the institutions especially
which are related to education as
education is the only influential road
towards the future of the country. What
future will our nation have, depends
upon the policies, undergoing now, We
all have to be a bit more caleulated,
careful and honest when it comes to the
issue of nation and state. The HEC is a
precious institution of the state, so, the
responsibility lies with the state to save
this organization from kakistocracy
and take measures to prevent it from
becoming a personal estate of the
people sitting at the helm of affairs.
Therefore, viahle solutions are needed
because tussles never work, they
simply ruin.

The writer is Rmwalpindi based

author and analyst.

yousafalamgirian@gmail.com)
Twitter @ YusafAlamgirian

BELARUS ENVOY
DISCUSSES
COOPERATION
WITH MINISTER

Invites Hammad Azhar to visit Belarus

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador ﬂfBeIﬂ'rus
Andrei Metelitsa in a meeting with
Industries Minister Hammad Azahar. DNA

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Belarus Andrei Metelitsa
met with Muhammad Hammad Azhar, the Federal
Minister for Industries and Production Division of
Pakistan.

During the meeting the sides discussed the state of
bilateral cooperation in industry and avenues of
interaction between Belarus and Pakistan in this area.
The interlocutors paid particular attention to the
issues of holding the third meeting of the Joint
Working Group on industry, as well as preparation for
signing of an amended intergovernmental agreement
on cooperation in the field of industrial, scientific and
technical cooperation.

Muhammad Hammad Azhar received an invitation
from Petr Parkhomchik, the Minister of Industry of
Belarus, to visit Belarus in order to get acquainted with
leading Belarusian industrial companies and to
discuss issues of strengthening industrial cooperation
between the countries on the topics of mutual interest.
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Serena Hotels host Nowruz event
in style; Nine countries take part

Nowruz promotes peace, solidarity says Begum Alvi;
Nine countries established stalls on the occasion

A. M. BHATTI

Firsty Lady Samina Alvi, CEO Serena Hotels Aziz Boolani and diplomats cutting cake
on the occasion of Nowruz festival

ISLAMABAD: Begum Samina Arif
Alvi has said Nowruz promoted
values of peace and solidarity
between generations and within
families as well as fostered
reconciliation and neighborliness.
Speaking at an event here to mark the
celebrations of Nowruz, she said as it
contributed to cultural diversity and
friendship among peoples and
different communities, Nowruz fitted
closely with UNESCO's mandate.

The Nowruz event was organized at
the lush-green lawns of Islamabad
Serena Hotel. CEQ Serena Hotels
South and East Asia, Foreign
Secretary Schail Mahmood, heads of
various missions attended the event.
Different countries established there
stalls on the occasion and offered
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Wife of Turkish ambassador presenting souvenir
to the First Lady Samina Alvi
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delicacies of their respective
countries. Strict Covid S0Ps were
observed during the entire event.
Nowruz is also called as Noruz,
Nowruz, Nowrooz, and Nawruz,
meaning “New Day,” because it
marks the first day of the Persian
“New Year,

The first lady further said, "This day is
the celebration of the intangible
heritage of the world.” The Nowruz
celebrations were organized by
diplomatic community of nine
countries in Islamabad including
Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Pakistan and Azerbaijan.

Begum Samina said it gave her
immense pleasure to attend Nowruz
celebrations. "I congratulate Serena
Hotels and all the participating
countries on this anspicious occasion.
This is the beginning of the new year
and a new hope to renew our
commitments towards peace and
humanity."

She said Nowruz was a festivity
marking the first day of spring and the
renewal of nature. "It includes
rituals, ceremonies and cultural
events, as well as the enjoyment of a
special meal with loved ones,” she
said adding Nowruz was celebrated
for over 3000 vears in the Balkans,
the Black Sea Basin, the Caucasus,
Central Asia, the Middle East and
other regions.

She said the participating countries
had given a message of peace and a
bright future awaited these countries.
"Atl this time, we also need to step up
efforts to tackle the challenges of
global warming. Climate change is
already happening; temperatures are
rising; drought and wild fires are
starting to occur more frequently;
rainfall patterns are shifting; glaciers
and snow are melting, and the global
average sea-level is rising. Tomitigate
climate change, we need to reduce or
prevent the emissions linked to
human activities. Climate change will
affect both hemispheres of the Earth.”
She emphasized that it was the moral
obligation of the whole world to keep
our planet cool and minimize the use
of fossil fuels.

She teld,” in Pakistan, the
government has taken initiative of
planting hillion trees which is indeed
a good step and we need to play our
role in this regard. Similarly, we also
need to utilize alternate sources of
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First lady visiting stall of Kyrgystan
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energy for power generation from
solarand wind."

Begum Samina said our festivity and
celebrations had been restricted due
to emergence of Covid-19 pandemic
during last year. " 1 hope that the
process of vaccination will complete
soon and we will overcome this
disease. We need to be vigilant at this
time of crisis because carelessness
can lead to problems."”

She wished everyone a prosperous
and happy Nowruz by saying, "may its
spirit of harmony, peace and respect
towards humanity serves as
inspiration to us all." Parliamentary
Secretary for Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony Aftab Jehangir
and Chief Executive Officer of Serena
Huotels Aziz Boolani also spoke on the
oceasion.

CEO Serena Hotels Aziz Boolani who
also spoke on the occasion and
thanked the guests for taking part in
this event in large numbers. He said
Serena Hotels, under its Cultural
Diplomacy initiative, would continue
to holding such events even in the
prospect.

Begum Samina Alvi visited the stalls
set up by embassies of different
countries which was followed by stage
performances depicting cultures of
the region,

TR
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Deputy Head of Mission Kazakhstan embassy
Mr Arman performs on the occasion of Nowruz festival
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Study finds poor state of protections
for freedom of expression in Pakistan

Pakistan scored only 30 out of 100 points on the Freedom of
Expression Assessment Index, which monitored the country's
performance with 60 indicators for the year 2020. Threats of legal
and regulatory action on the basis of expression were
compounded by issues related to the online harassment of
Journalists, Covid-19 disinformation, the digital divide, and
restrictions on media access during the pandemic

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan performed
poorly with respect to legal and practical
protections for the right to freedom of
expression of its citizens during 2ozo,
according to a new assessment report
published by Media Matters for
Democracy. The Pakistan Freedom of
Expression Report 2020 was launched
through a webinar on Wednesday.
Speaking at the report launch, the
European Union (EU) Ambassador to
Pakistan Androulla Kaminara said,
“Today's report provides a
comprehensive analvsis of the state of
freedom of expression in Pakistan and
highlights some concerning trends.
Freedom of Expression is enshrined in
the European Charter of Fundamental
Rights. Tt is also one of the important
aspects of Pakistan's GSP+ commitment
to uphold international Human Rights
Conventions and a key priority in the
Strategic Engagement Plan between EU
and Pakistan.”" Ambassador Kaminara
said, “As this report confirms, the
situation of jourmalists and
documentation of threats they face
through attacks, intimidation and
harassment is particularly concerning.
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_STAFF REPORT _

Disinformation is another area of
concern, and one, which the European
Union is working to address both at home
and abroad. Misleading or false
information can put lives in danger. It is
crucial to resolutely counter
disinformation with transparent, timely
and fact-based communication and thus
reinforce the resilience of societies.” The
report documents the situwation of
freedom of expression in Pakistan with a
new index based on six dimensions
namely the legal environment, press
freedom, digital expression, pluralism,
the socioeconomic and political situation,
and protection from threats to
expression. The indicators for these
dimensions were measured through a
survey of a panel of experts from the fields
of politics, media, academia, law, and
human rights advocacy, as well as
statistics collected through desk research.
Pakistan scored low on all six dimensions
to provide an overall score of only 30
points out of a total of 100 points on the
assessment index. This cumulative score
fell in the range of “poor” protections for
freedom of expression in the country. The
report found that during the year 2020

Pakistan's media and Internet regulatory
authorities continued to exert arbitrary
legal and regulatory restrictions on
speech and online content, by ordering
bans, suspensions, and advisories against
social media apps, entertainment
content, and news discussions of social
and political issues. Journalists remained
vulnerable to physical, legal, and digital
threats in the absence of longawaited
legislation on journalists’ safety,
according to the study. The report found
that at least eight individuals connected
with the media were killed, at least 36

journalists were attacked in the line of

duty, 10 were arrested, and as many as 23
instances of arbitrary detentions in
connection with news reporting and
online expression were recorded across
Pakistan during the wyear. Women
journalists were especially targeted with
coordinated online attacks as they
reported on political issues and the
government's pandemic response.

The report noted that the Covid-1o
pandemic intensified the challenges to
freedom of expression and access to
information in Pakistan, Internet users
were consistently exposed to
disinformation while journalists
reporting on the pandemic faced physical
safety risks and restrictions on access to
information sources, and many young
citizens without Internet services found
themselves abandoned as education
systems shifted online, according to the
report. The online report launch also
featured a panel discussion with press
freedom advocate Owais Aslam Ali,
journalist Asad Hashim, digital rights
activist Farieha Aziz, and MMID Co-
founder Sadaf Khan. The panelists spoke
about the impaet of the pandemic on free
speech in the country. Mr, Owais Aslam
Ali said the professional solidarity among
journalists against press curbs has
weakened, which means individual
journalists have little support when they
face threats.
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PAKISTAN-RUSSIA RELATIONS
WILL CHANGE THE REGION

Attiya Munawar

Inview of the Iran-China agreement, the
growing proximity between Beijing and
Moscow, and the recent developments in
the region, the Russian Foreign
Minister's visit to Pakistan is a matter of
special significance. It is the first visit by
a Russian foreign minister to Pakistan in
nine years. There is a lot of talk in the
national and international media that
Pakistan's foeus is now on the East, This
process of looking towards the East is
positive for Pakistan. Pakistan, Iran,
Russia, China, Turkey and Central Asian
countries together form a new political
bloc. Russia, on the other hand, has
made a concerted effort to reshape and
expand relations with Pakistan. This
development could be a game-changer
for both Pakistan and South Asia.
Critical strategic dynamics and policy
changes in South Asia could change the
perceptions that drove Pakistan into an
anti-Russian camp during the Cold War
between Russia and the United States.

There is no denying the fact that
relations bebween Pakistan and Russia
have been strained for a long time. India
has alwayvs used these relations against
Pakistan. Russia was a superpower
compared tothe United States in the case
of the Soviet Union, so India stayed close
to it but when the United States through
Pakistan smashed the Soviet Union in
the background, India stepped up its
efforts to move to the US camp. India isa
big market, so the United States also
wants good relations with India. India
extended a hand to the United States for
relations, then the United States
welcomed it at the expense of Pakistan
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since thenthe United States in relations
with Pakistan has grown cold,

While India has made it possible to
pursue its interests by getting closer to
the United States, it has not spared any
effort to fill the ears of the United States
against Pakistan. This has led to a
breakdown in the warmth of Pakistan-
US relations. The United States cut off
aid to Pakistan and began to make
unreasonable demands on Do more.
Pakistan has been threatened to teach a
lesson in the Trump era while on this
occasion, Pakistan has patiently
continued its efforts to keep the relations
and the situation normal, which is why
the US-Taliban peace agreement was
signed, but India and the Afghan
administration are trying their best to
sabotage this agreement. This peace
agreement is still in foree, but its future is
inguestion,

At present, in view of the changing
situation in the region, the United States
has also come closer to India as it needed a
parasitic country in the region to compete
with China. At the behest of the United
States, India continues to be at
loggerheads with China and other
neighbors. On the other hand, Russia's
distance from India has become a major

Russia's announcement
to provide Pakistan
with modern special
weapons in the fight
against terrorism in

response to Pakistan's
goodwill message is a
significant development
as Pakistan has long
had its weapons needs
Jrom the United States
and Western countries.
Since then, it has
stepped into the field of
automatic armaments
with the cooperation of
China and is rapidly
moving towards self-
sufficiency.

reason for Russia's closeness to Pakistan.
Russia and Pakistan have gradually come
so close that the Russian Foreign Minister
is on a long visit to Pakistan. Earlier,
Russian forces had conducted exercisesin
Pakistan now Russia is also becoming
part of the CPEC. It had a dream to reach
the hot waters which Pakistan had
thwarted by force, but now an atmosphere
of friendship and reconciliation, Pakistan
is welcoming Russia to use the port of
Gwadar.

Russia's announcement to provide
Pakistan with modern special weapons
in the fight against terrorism in response
to Pakistan's goodwill message is a
significant development as Pakistan has
long had its weapons needs from the
United States and Western countries.
Since then, it has stepped into the field of
automatic armaments with the
cooperation of China and is rapidly
moving towards self-sufficiency. There
was almost no cooperation with Russia
in this area but for the past few years, the
procurement of modern weapons
including helicopters has progressed
while India under US auspices, is
stockpiling arms in the region. Pakistan
has relied on China's cooperation to
compete with India. If Russia moves
forward to meet Pakistan's needs for
modern weapons, it will be a great help
in maintaining the balance of power in
the region.

The warmth in Pakistan-Russia

relations will make a significant
difference in the region but the US-India
alliance could pose further threats to
peace, especially in South Asia. To
address this, the major powers and
countries of the region must unite, which
has become a natural environment. For
lasting peace in the region, a defense bloc
comprising China, Russia, Pakistan,
Iran and Turkey should be formed which
may include Malaysia and Saudi Arabia
as the opportunity arises, Palkistan is one
of the most important countries in the
region vel Pakistan's foreign policy is no
longer the rarity and breadth that its role
demands. Unlike in the past, Pakistan's
changing foreign policy isimportant as is
the relationship with distant friends
from neighboring countries far more
important which can improve the
situation in the region and make
Pakistan's role more prominent and
important,
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Elections in Palestine postponed
due to Israeli aggression

We have decided to postpone the parliamentary elections
until we ensure the participation of the people of Jerusalem,

RAMALLAH: Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas has announced that the
Palestinian elections have heen
postponed because Israel has a decision
to prohibit the Palestinian eitizens of
occupied Jerusalem to participate.
President Abbas made the announcement
after a meeting of leaders of Palestinian
factions in Ramallah. *We have decided to
postpone the parliamentary elections
until we ensure the participation of the
people of Jerusalem,” President Abbas
said in astatement. “The elections must be
held in all the Palestinian territories,
including Jerusalem.”

He said that he will work toward forming
a Palestinian national unity government
that would “abide by international
rezolutions and reinforce the PLO."
Earlier in the night, President Abbas
announced that Israel has informed the
Palestinian Authority that it will not allow
the Palestinians to hold elections in
Jerusalem, “There will be no elections
without Jerusalem,” President Abbas said
in opening remarks during a meeting of
leaders of several Palestinian factions in
Ramallah.

He said that the US, European Union and
some Arab countries also informed the
Palestinians of Israel's refusal to allow the
elections to take place in Jerusalem.
Today, we received a message from Israel,
the US and some Arab countries about
Israel's opposition to helding the
elections in Jerusalem,” he said. “The
message we received said that Israel can't
make a decision because there is no
governmentin Israel.”

Scoffing at the purported Israeli
response, President Abbas said: “But
there is a government in Israel that is
making decisions to build thousands of
settlements. Who issued the order to the
[1srael] police to stand with the settlersin
killing the people of Jerusalem? Where
did these decisions came from? Africa?
We won't allow anyone to fool us. This is
nonsense. Where is [Prime Minister
Benjamin] Netanyahu? Netanyahu, may
God prolong his life, is still the prime
minister.” President Abbas said that the
Palestinians are ready to hold the
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says President Abbas

NEWS DESK

elections once Israel agrees to allow the
vote to take place in Jerusalem.

“We want the elections to take place in
Jerusalem, and not in Abu Dis,” he said,
referring to a West Bank village south of
Jerusalem. “For us, the elections are not a
tactic or a game.” President Abbas said
that the EU made a big effort to exert
pressure on Israel to allow the elections to
take place in Jerusalem, but to no avail.
“When we announced the elections, the
Europeans told us that they support us
and are ready to help us achieve our goal,”
he noted. I told the Europeans that that
Israel will not agree to hold the elections

x

in Jerusalem. They told me that they will
talk to the Israclis about this. We also
asked the Americans where are they, but
we didn't hear from them, We waited and
didn't receive a response. We also sent
our foreign minister to Europe to tell
them we are running out of time.”
President Abbas added, the heads of the
EU told him that they were “frustrated” by
Israel’s refusal to respond to the request
to hold the elections in Jerusalem.
President Abbas criticized Israel for
“beating” Palestinian candidates in
Jerusalem and preventing election
gatherings.
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Kyrgyzstan on road to progress

Pakistan is a friend indeed; Pakistani tourists are invted to
visit Kyrgyzstan; CASA-10007 regional project will allow for
the export of surplus hydroelectricity from Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan to Afghanistan and finally to Pakistan:
Ambassador Erik Beishembiev

MAHNOOR ANSAR

EMBASSY OF

KYRGYZ REPUBLIC

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan
Erik Beishembiev has said majority of
people of Kyrgyezstan has voted in favour
of a presidential form of government.
According to the results of the Central
Election Commission Sadyr Zhaparov
received 70% of the votes at the
presidential election.

Referendum on the political system of the
eountry with voters asked whether they
would prefer a presidential system, a
parliamentary system, or opposed both,
ended with 81% of votes in favor of
presidential form of governance.

The ambassador made this
announcement during a press conference
held at the Kyrzyz embassy on Monday,
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The ambassador forther said, that
following parliamentary elections of
October 4 last year, which were marked
by numerous violations of the election
law, falsifications and vote buying,
leading to annulment of the election
results and changes in the political
leadership of the country, this Embassy
had organized first briefing on October
23,2020,

He said today he will give briefing about
further development of political and
socio-economic situation in the Kyrgye
Republic. Following the resignation of
President Sooronbay Jeenbekov in
October 2020 and appointment of Sadyr
Zhaparov as Prime-minister and acting

President, presidential elections
alongside with a referendum on the form
of government were held on 1othJanuary
2021.

Shortly after the parliament approved
and President signed decree on
appointment Mr. Ulukbek Maripov as
new Prime Minister and as well as
members of his cabinet of ministers.
Recently, on April 11thof the current year,
a constitutional referendum and local
elections were held in Kyrgyvzstan.
According to the Central Election
Commission 79.3 percent voted in favor
of the new constitution, with just 13.6
percent voting against it.

The ambassador further said, only 30
percent of Kyrgyzstan's eligible voters
needed to participate for the April 11
referendum to be declared legitimate.
Preliminary results show 37.1 percent of
eligible voters cast their ballots in the
referendum. International observers
found no any violations of the law during
plebiscite,

Talking about the international reaction,
Ambassador Erik said, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization declared that
referendum was held in the atmosphere
of openness and transparency with active
participation of civil society
representatives and creation of favorable
conditions for voters to make their own
and informed choice.

Commonwealth of Independent States
Parliamentary Assembly noted that
referendum on the new Constitution of
Kyrgyzstan meets international
standards.

The new constitution replaces previous
mixed presidential-parliamentary
svstem with a presidential one. The
President is the head of the state, highest
official and heads the executive branch of
power. His term is limited to two five
vears periods instead of a single six-year
term before,
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The position of the Prime Minister is
transformed to the head of the cabinet of
ministers and presidential
administration.

The new law, he said, also reduces the
number of seats in the Parliament from
120 to 90 and establishes a constitutional
court. The new constitution will enter into
force after its signature by the President
and official publication,

To a guestion the ambassador said,
eurrently, transitional period of change of
leadership and reforms has mainly
completed, we have a new President and a
new Constitution. We expect to finalize in
full reforms after the new parliamentary
elections planned in September 2021,
"Today Kyrgyzstan is continuing to
dynamically develop as a country with
diversified and liberal economy, where
foreign investors are widely represented,
including from Pakistan',

After election as President of the Kyregye
Republic Sadyr Zhaparov paid official
visits to Russia, Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan, launched Central Asia —
South Asia "CASA-1000" regional project
that will allow for the export of surplus
hydroelectricity from EKyrgyvzstan and
Tajikistan to Afghanistan and finally to
Pakistan, as well as major investment
project on development of Kyrgyzstan's
second-largest gold deposit Jerui with
annual eutpul eventually reaching 5.5
tons., Gold reserves at the deposit are
estimated at 88 tons, These major
developments show that international
community and investors have trust in
the new government of the Kyrgyvz
Republic.

On January 29, 2021 President of
Kyrgyzstan Sadyr Japarov signed a decree
on the protection of property and support
for entreprencurs and investors. The
document was adopted to provide
constitutional guarantees for the
protection of property, stimulate
sustainable economic growth, to exclude
unjustified state interference in the
economic activities of business entities,
as well as to increase investor confidence,
create a favorable investment climate and
business environment.

Ambassador Erik further said, in the
220 Doing Business report published by
the World Bank, Kyrgyzstan ranked Both
out of 190 countries, which represents
that country is making significant
progress on payvment of taxes (the
government has reduced the tax burden
on repatriation of profits by foreign
investors to conform to the tax rate for
domesticinvestors) and getting credit.
"Investing in Kyrgyz Republic is profitable
and easy as the main factors are the liberal
trade regime, full protection of
investments and unlimited repatriation
of profits, as well as currency exchange
freedom, low business costs, an educated
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workforce. At the moment, there are five
Free Ecomomic Zones (FEZs) in the
Kyrgyvz Republic: Bishkek, Narvn,
Karakol {Issyk-Kul province), Levlek
(Batken province} and Maimak (Talas
province). When asked to comment on
hilateral relations between Pakistan and
Kyvrgvzstan the ambassador said,
unfertunately, despite the fact that
Kyvrgyzstan and Pakistan have good
bilateral and regional cooperation for
more than 25 vears, trade relations
between our countries are still at a
developing stage.

I think that the major difficulty on the way
of our bilateral relations remains in little
knowledge about Kyrgyzstan and Central
Asian region and its opportunities in
Pakistan as well as about Pakistan's great
potential in my country. So, we need to
intensify our people to people contacts,
spread more information about our
countries and arrange exchanges of the
vigits between our governments and
businessmen in order to boost the trade
between our countries, he added.

I invite Pakistani businessmen to look
inte opportunities of joint cooperation.
From the beginning of this vear charter
frequent flights are carried out between
the countries, Kyrgyzstan's geostrategic
position on the crossroads between
Central Asia and China and further
through Karakerum pass to Pakistan
opens excellent opportunities for regional
trade and economic cooperation and
connectivity.

When asked as to how Pakistan can play
its role in providing trade route, the
ambassador said, Pakistan can play a vital
role as a gateway for Central Asian states
by the shortest way to the open sea.
Another important area of cooperation is
education. In recent years, higher

education is developing very fast in
Kyrgyzstan. We had only 12 universities
before independence in 1991 and now
there are about 50.

We huve also a number of international
higher educational institutions in
Kyrgyzstan, including American
University in Central Asia, Aga Khan's
University of Central Asia, two Turkish
Universities, Organization of Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
Academy, Kyrgyvz-Russian Slavonic
University and others.

To yet another question about tourism,
the Ambassador invited Pakistani
tourists to visit Kyvrgyvestan to see the
beautiful mountains of my country, which
cover more than go% of the territory.

The highest mountain peaks after the
Himalayas and Pamir are located in
Kyrgyzstan. With population of 6 million
people, before Covid-10 pandemic,
Kyrgyzstan was visited by more than 4
million foreign visitors a vear. We provide
a visa-free regime for more than 6o
countries and introduced e-visa system
two years before. This year New York
Times readers included Kyrgyzstan and
Pakistan in the list of best countries for
visitin 2021.

To a gquestion about NDMA support, the
ambassador said, he was indebted to the
Government of Pakistan and National
Disaster Management Authority for
providing humanitarian aid in the form of
5 thousand No5 medical masks, 5
thousand protective suits, 5 thousand
protective shields, with a total weight of
1400 kg. for the needs of the health care of
the Kyrgye Republic in the fight against
corona virus infection. There is a saying
that a friend in need is a friend indeed. So
Pakistan is really is our true friend and

brother.
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Azerbaijan indebted to Pakistan
for support: Col Mehman

The Azerbaijan defence attaché especially thanked the
government of Pakistan that took a bold stand on the issue thus
sending a loud and clear message to Armenia that Pakistan was

with Azerbaijan and will extend all possible support

ISLAMABAD: Col. Mehman Novruzlu
the Defence Attache of the Azerbaijan
has said his country was greatly
indebted to Pakistan and people of
Pakistan for extending whole-hearted
support during q4o-days war with
aggressor Armenia.

He expressed these views during a
dinner he hosted for friends from media
and think- thank CGSS.

Col. Mehman further said that the
Armenian aggression had left for them
with no option but to respond to the
ageression adding by the grace of God
and with the help of friends, Azerbaijan
successfully liberated the oceupied
territories from the aggressor.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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The Azerbaijan defence attaché
especially thanked the government of
Pakistan that took a bold stand on the
issue thus sending a loud and clear
message to Armenia that Pakistan was
with Azerbaijan and will extend all
possible support.

Col. Mehman also thanked people of
Pakistan saying Pakistani people have a
unique love and affection for their
Azerbaijani brothers and sisters and
vice versa. He said Azerbaijani people
keep Pakistanis in very high esteem.

It may be mentioned here that relations
between Pakistan and Azerbaijan have
touched new heights. The Azerbaijan
embassy spearheaded by Ambassador
Ali Alizade is actively taking part in
various humanitarian as well other
social and welfare projects in Pakistan,
Besides, various high level delegations
from Pakistan have visited Azerbaijanin
recent days. The Pakistan Air Force
delegation is still in Azerbaijan to
explore difference avenues of
cooperation,

The Azerbaijan government has invited
Pakistani companies to take part in the
rebuilding of the newly liberated areas.
The Azerbaijan leadership on a number
of oceasions expressed its earnest desire
to engage Pakistani companies in order
lo further strengthen bilateral
relationship.

U.S. envoy extends
Rumazan greetings

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: US. Charge d'affaires a.i. Angela
P. Aggeler extends her best wishes to all
Pakistani Muslims during the holy month of

Ramazan.

In her video message the US diplomat
extended warm greetings to the Muslims
living in Pakistan adding the holy month of
Ramazan teaches us patience and sacrifice.
The US envoy delivered her message in Urdu
language. She said this month also calls for self
accountability.
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Indonesia's National Strategy
of Artificial Intelligence

Dr. Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan

Artificial Intelligence (AT) has become “part
and parcel” of our lives. Survival and future
growth of “humanity” has direct correlation
with the Al which actually, paves the way of
achieving the goals of smarter economy,
smart governance, digitalization of
economy fsociety, massive
industrialization, diversification of
economy and last but not least, innovative
future orientations. In this context,
Indonesian government announced its
national strategy for the development of AL
It termed it “safe” and widely "beneficial”.
For achieving the desired goals of
technological revelution, innovative
transformation, digitalization
transmission, and highest standards of
higher education and to cope with deadly
diseases, and expedite research Indonesia
published a blueprint, known as Stranas
K4, for the national development of Al
hetween 2020 and 2045,

The head of Indonesian national research
and innovation agency (BRIN) shared the
future plans of his government pertaining
to Al mainly in education and research,
health services, bureancratic reform, and
food security as well as mohility and smart
cities.

It would start a giant automation process in
the country. By ouotlining the national
strategy for the development of Al he
termed it vital for an independent,
advanced and prosperous Indonesia, one
that can be reformed or reinvented) from a
natural resource-based country to an
innovation-based country.

The ageney and broader government
outlined five sectors of its focus, the first
being AL as well as Internet of Things (1T},
advanced robotics, augmented reality, and
aDprinting. Stranas KA is a framework that
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provides a road map to unite many of the
digital developments taking place in the
country and aligns closely with Visi
Indonesia 2045, its broader development
strategy,

According to Indonesian Stranas KA, for
the national development of Al {2020-
2045) there are five priorities of it mainly
health services, bureaucratic reform,
education & research, food security and
mobility & smart cities. There are four focus
areas i.e. industrial research & innovation
for the development of research ecosystem
and artificial intelligence innovation
platform in order to accelerate bureaueratic
and industrial reforms, infrastructure &
data development, create a data ecosystem
and supporting infrastructure for AL to
contribute to national priovities, talent
development, nurture Al talent that is
competitive and has good character, and
last ethics & policies to create ethieal
artificial intelligence in accordance with
national values.

Omne of the foremost priority of Indonesian
government is to upgrade and replace the
nation's unsupportive bureaucratic. To
achieve this goal President Joko “Jokowi”
Widodo outlined plans to replace a number
of civil service positions with Al in 2o19. It
would a big step towards e-governance and
smarter economy in the davs to come.

From Aristotle to modern philosophers
Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Hobbes,
Locke, Hume, Berkeley, Kant, Marx, and
Wittgenstein bureaucracy by design,
composition and orientation is a passive
class which has been creating serious socio-
economic and geopolitical issues in the
evolution of human civilization. But
governments/states have the authority and
capability to remodel it by re-designing
forward-thinking processes, protocols, and
business orientation.

In this regard, AI may be an ideal choice to
overhaul it. Indonesia’s government has
introdoced an innovative concept of e-
bureaucracy in the country so that caravans
of socio-economic prosperity, economic
sustainability, political stability and societal
cohesion may be achieved by implementing
people and business's friendly policies
through an interactive mechanism of the
Al The government will employ an online
single submission (085) system and the
Single Map policy for accomplishing this
vision.

Various Al projects are being carried out in
diverse sectors of economy and civility too
mainly agriculture and education, with
machine learning helping to streamline
production, anticipate forest fires, and

rejuvenate traditional teaching faculties.
The national strategy identifies 186
programs, pilot schemes, and policies,

The national strategy focuses a number of
unigue” datasets that can help it develop AL
It also recognizes some potential pitfalls of
its immediate growth. Indonesia does not
have the provisions to regulate the
technology, nor an official agency to oversee
Al development. It fears that without
proper supervision, close monitoring, and
refinement, Al can become as much an
ohstacle to development as it can a
contributor. The country also leans heavily
on imported technology and holds its own
concerns with regard to data misuse and
cyber-security. To combat these
limitations, the goidebook advises that
country focuses on infrastructure and data,
research and industrial innovation, ethics
and policies, and talent development while
setting up a data ethics board to oversee
implementation of much-needed data
privacy and security systems,

According to consulting firm Kearney and
Singapore-based investment firm EDBI
(2oz20-2021) Artificial intelligence could
add US$366 hillion to Indonesia's gross
domestic product in the next decade and
almost $1 trillion in added GDP across
Southeast Asia,

To conclude, Indonesian national policy for
the national development of Al between
2020 and 2045 has strategic importance
which would further enhance elements of
fairness, accountability, and transparency
among the ranks, organs, organizations and
departments of its government in the near
future. It would further accelerate its
country-wide drive of massive
industrialization. It would revolutionize its
government, society, industry, IT, ICT and
patronize immense growth of digitalization
of economy in the near future.

Moreover, it would enhanee its agriculture
productivity. It would give new innovative
outlook to his tourism industry. It would
fasten elements of research, higher
education, science & technology and saver
living in the country. It would start a new
concept of living with nature by
implementing smarter cities in the country.
Moreover, it would further enhance inter-
cities & rural connectivity and would be
beneficial for the peneration of new jobs in
the country. Allin all the largest economy of
the South East Asia, Indonesia is poised to
lead the region also in terms of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in the near future for
branding a prosperous, independent,
innovative and modern Indonesia in the vey
near future.
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Experts discuss pros and cons
of Intl'l moot in Uzbekistan

ISLAMABAD: The experts from Palkistan
and Uzbekistan discussed in detail the
upcoming international conference being
held in Tashkent. In this regard, the CGSS
arranged an interactive session.

During the meeting, the importance of the
upcoming international conference on
Central and South Asia regional
connectivity: Challenges and opportunities
was discussed. The meeting was hosted by
Akromjon Nematov, First Deputy Director
of the ISRS under the President of the
Republic of Uzbelkistan,

Akromjon Nematov, First Deputy Director
of the ISRS under the President of the
Republie of Usbekistan elaborated the
significance of the uproming conference
that is to be attended by Uzbekistan's
President Shavkat Mirzivove, Prime
Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan, President
of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani and other
important regional leaders. He explained
that the idea of Central-South Asian
connectivity encompasses broader
paradigms, i.e., trade and transport
connectivity for sustainable growth, revival
of cultural and humanitarian ties as awavto
strengthen friendship and mutual
confidence, analyvzing regional security
challenges, ensuring the security of cross-
border infrastructure and devising strong
policies to tackle common global threats.
Dr. Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan, Regional
Geopolitical Analyst & Member Board of
Experts, Center for Global & Strategic
Studies (CGSS) appreciated the effort of
ISRS for organizing the meeting, He stated
that socio-economic integration, academic
collaboration and broader prospects of
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regional integration hold immense
importance in today’s changing dynamics
of the world. He elaborated the role of CGSS
as a major stakeholder in bridging the gap
between Central and South Asia via policy-
making, researches, building trust and
facilitating joint academic projects. Prof.
Dr. Shabir Ahmed, Director Area Study
Centre (Russia, China & Central Asia),
University of Peshawar and Member Board
of Experts, Center for Global & Strategic
Studies (CGSS) stated that 215T century is
the century of Eurasian integration, He
highlighted the importance of regional
connectivity and cooperation of Central
Asia with South Asia. He said that BRI,
CPEC and other integration programs are
there to enhance regional cooperation.
However, regional states need to help
themselves. He elaborated that there is a
need to enhance regional connectivity in all
spheres including political, economic and
security. Dr. Shabir also highlighted the
importance of the rail routes and the
existing economic integration projects like
ECO, BRI, and CAREL etc. He stated that
development of cross-border connectivity
and physical infrastructure is a dire need of
time, He proposed that addition of Central
Asian Republics into CPEC would be
beneficial. There are huge prospects for the
investment,

Khalid Taimur Akram, Executive Director,
Center for Global & Strategic Studies,
(CGSS) appreciated and welecomed the
initiative of regional connectivity by
Shavkat Mirzivove, He suggested certain
meaningful options to be discussed in the
upcoming online conference on Central and

South Asia regional connectivity:
Challenges and opportunities. First, there
should be a banking system in the regional
states that have smooth and easy
transaction policies for Pakistan. Second,
the academic collaboration should be
enhanced and an integrated system to
recognize the degrees should be formulated
and discussed. Third, there should be easy
custom-trade regimes and free trade
agreements that should be signed between
Central Asian Republics and Pakistan.
Fourth, there must be an easy visa regime to
enhance tourism and people-to-people
connectivity, Fifth, Central Asia and South
Asia must devise such policies to formulate
a joint narcotics plan as Afghanistan is
facing a dreadful situation due to the Narco-
trafficking. Six, there should be a coherent
regional plan to counter the transnational
cybercrimes. Seventh, people should know
the origin and legacy of Central Asia as it
was initiated from Amir Taimoor, There is a
dire need to understand the actual roots
and legacy. While concluding, Mr. Taimur
highlighted the importance of the initiative
of the president of Uzbekistan as a new
regional policy for open borders, regional
cooperation and sustainable development,
Akromjon Nematov, First Deputy Director
of the ISRES under the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan while giving the
concluding remarks, appreciated the
suggestions given by Dir. Shabir Ahmed,
Ehalid Taimur, and Dr, Mehmood to be
discussed in the upeoming international
conference to promote regional
connectivity, He expressed his gratitude to
CGSS for the value of time and input,
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Quetta Serena Hotel people's
first choice for iftars

QUETTA: The Serena Hotel Quetta is
attracting interest of all and sundry
because of its mouth-watering cuisines
and luerative iftar packages. Being the
only Five Star Hotel in the provineial
capital of Balochistan, Serena (uetta
caters to culinary needs of those who
believe in quality food stuff. Like past
practice, this vear too, Serena Quetta
made elaborate arrangements
especially for Iftar,

“Serena Quetta offers cost-effective and
exquisite dining facilities therefore we
are thankful to the management of the
Hotel', said Zarmeen Gul, who came to
have iftar at the Serena Quetta with her
family, on Thursday.

Al Serena Quetta we can see merging
the best of the local culture and cuisine
with culinary influences from around
the globe, each of the restaurants and
bars at Quetta Serena Hotel offers its
own distinetive style and setting. Every
one boasts sophisticated ambience,
gracious service and fresh, flavourful
ingredients - whether you're seeking
an exploration of traditional Pakistani
delights, savouring the delicacies of
China and Thailand or gathering for
authentic local snacks amidst the
opulent décorof the Gidan Tea Lounge.
In addition, the perfect stop any time of
day, the warm, casual Ziarat Coffee

BUREAU REPORT

Shop serves Pakistani and
International cuisine both buffet-style
and a la carte. In addition to creative
themed nights, Ziarat features live
music, Indoor and outdoor seating are
available,

With a wonderfully opulent dining area
and an outdoor terrace overlooking the
gardens, Xuelian Restaurant is known
for serving the best Chinese and Thai
food in Quetta. Showeasing a rich
design and décor with colourful Balochi
tapestries, carpets, rugs and antiques,

the Gidan Tea Lounge features coffee,
tea and authentic local snacks.

And last but not the least, those who
really want to enjoy traditional Balochi,
Pakistani and continental delicacies
including live BBQ prefer relaxing
garden setting.

In addition to that, the Quetta Serena
Hotel is also playing a key role in
community development and
corporate social responsibility, It offers
huge emplovment opportunities to the
local community.
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Ambassador Tugio highlights media
role in promotion of bilateral ties

Indonesia ambassador shares future plans and initiatives
of the embassy with the media and think-tank

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Tugio in a group photo
with Executive Director CGSS Lt. Col ® Khalid Taimur Akram,

Chief Editor Daily Islamabad POST/ CENTRELINE/ DNA Ansar M Bhatti,

Indonesia Defence Attaché and Counselor (DNA)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassadorof
Indonesia Adam M Tugio has
highlighted the role of media in
promotion and strengthening of
relations between Indonesia
and Pakistan.

He expressed these views
during a meeting which was
held between the Ambassador
and Khalid Taimur Akram,
Executive Director, Center for
Global & Strategic Studies

CENTRELINE

(CGSS), Islamabad, and Ansar
Mahmood Bhatti, Chief Editor,
Daily Islamabad POST /
Diplomatic News Agency
JCENTRELINE magazine, and
Member Board of Experts,
CGSS at the Embassy of the
Republiec of Indonesia,
Islamabad.

During the meeting, future
projects and initiatives were
discussed to enhance the ties

between Indonesia and
Pakistan. It was agreed that
media can play an effective role
in portraying various sectors of
collaboration between both
countries.

The ambassador appreciated
CGSS's and media efforts in
enhancing people-to-people
contact and diplomatic ties
between Indonesia and
Pakistan.
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JAPAN IN SPRING

Gloomy lockdown in beautiful spring
makes me nostalgic about my stay in
Japan and the lovely springs that I
enjoved in different parts of the country.
The first spring was experienced during
my cardiology training in Tokushima
university. What took me there is a
frequently asked question It dates back
tomy studies inMeMaster's universily in
Canada and then Mayo elinic Minnesota
in the US ,where I had gone for my post
graduate training, after graduating from
King Edwards medical college in Lahore.
Al both these prestigious universities [ was
thoroughly impressed by original work
and the research by the Japanese
cardiologists, so | decided to go to japan to
have firsthand experience. It was nol easy
but T was bent upon visiting Japan and
finally landed at Tokushima airport on
the 2oth of March 1992. I'was greeted very
warmly by the Dean and the professorial
staffof cardiology department.

It was a new world all together,
homogeneity of society, very rich culture
and above all THE CHERRY BLOSOMS
were outofthisworld

My university was in Shikoku [four
countries] prefecture. It is famous for its
towering mountains in the middle of
island and has its share of natural marvels
and attractions not be missed, Like our
twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad,
Tokushima too has a twin eity Naruto, a
place famous for Whirlpools, as a matter
of fact it is among the world,s top three
whirlpools. In between sky and the
whirlpools is Naruto bridge, a beautiful
piece of architecture, is simply awe
inspiring.

Shikoku's history can be traced back all
the way back tothe era, when Bhuddism
was first introduced to Japan from China.
This prefecture is full of ancient,
historical temples and shrines and has
breath taking scenery [onlyin tokushima
thereare 86 temples and shrines].

Now coming back to Spring - In japan it
is synonvmous with Sakural[cherry
blossom] and Hanami ,it literally
translates to ‘flower [hana] viewing [ mi |
Itis much more than just admiring flowers,
though it is a celebration of newness but it
is also transience, Hanamiand sakuraare a
major cultural phenomenon throughout
the country and heralds the arrival of
spring. Boughs upon Boughs of cherry
blossoms decorate the sky in pale pink,
their delicate silhouette no larger than a
thumb. Beneath this sea of flowers is the
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huge sea of plastic mats. The delicate
cherry blossom trees bloom and from the
very first pop of colour to the last fallen
petals, the people celebrate Hanami. The
full bloom of cherry blossoms happen from
late March to Early April. It is also a season
of many changes in Japan including
graduations and entrance ceremonies to
school, so there are many reasons to
celebrate, Academic and fiseal vear also
starts from 1st April.

This fleeting beauty of Japan is renowned
all over the world. On the 3rd day of my
arrival, my department planned a
Hanami trip at mount BIZAN, it is called
so because it is shaped like an eve brow, It
was an unforgettable experience,

People from all walks of life including
women, children and the elderly come
oul in these beautiful gardens.

They eat and drink while basking under
the flowers.

Appreciation of nature aside, HANAMI is
where everyone from salary man to
tourists can meet and greet, with the sole
purpose of having good time. It is an
experience so uniquely Japanese. For
centuries sakura has been an integral
part of culture from music and
performing arts to handierafts and
cuisine,

This sense of appreciating nature — petals
falling on the ground along with change
in people's lives, the delightfulness and
gentle excitement of it all — is closely
connected with the perishing of the
moment. we are startled into thoughts on
the brevity of life. This is a deep
philosophy of the Japanese culture which
isreserved, humble and formal.
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Mental Well-Being and Social Gohesion-
The Primers of a Healthy Lifestyle.

Hani Zarbaft Ali

The association between mental well-being
and social cohesion are recognized as the
key elements in the concoction of a healthy
lifestyle. Mental health as characterized by
the World Health Organization (WHO) is a
state of well-being permitting individuals to
understand their own abilities, to learn and
have a positive sense of identity, to control
their contemplations and emotions, to
adapt to the ordinary stresses of lifie, to work
profitably and productively, to have a
satisfying public activity and extending full
cooperation to the community. Emotional
wellness accordingly surpasses the shortfall
of mental issues or incapacities. All things
considered, it is a powerful capacity to
discover a harmony between all parts of life.
In accordance with the WHO, mental
health analvsts progressively recognize that
the shortfall of dysfunctional behavior
doesn't really suggest a condition of a
healthy mind.

Mental well-being issues (MHP) can be
characterized as the presence of
psychopathological side effects e.g.
depressive mood, excessive anxiety, or
compulsive behavior that indieate mental
disorders defined in the classification
systems of the American Psychiatric
Association. MHP has become a serious
eause for concern for the present generation
with the advancements in technology,
financial lopsidedness, and everyday
stressors, In Pakistan, mental disorders
account for more than 4% of the total
disease burden, with the mental health
burden higher among women. It is
estimated that over 15 million people in
Pakistan are suffering from some form of
mental illness. Like many developing
countries, Pakistan is struggling in several
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health and social spheres, which have
substantial impaet on lifestyle at populace
level. The country’s healtheare is similarly
set apart by metropolitan rustic variations
in medical care conveyvance and a disparity
in the workforce, with insufficient health
professionals especially in the peripheral
areas.

There is so much pain in the world, and
most of these people keep theirs secret,
relling through agonizing lives in invisible
wheelchairs, dressed in invisible body casts.
Even though the subject under examination
and its related predicaments is not given
enough consideration and is generally
described as a “shorteoming of character”,
its fundamental significance can't be
denied.

Psychological well-being is impacted by
numerous variables, including regular
practices that can be modified by people.
Emotional and psycho-soeial well-ness can
be achieved by improving ordinary well
being practices that are empowering,
destigmatizing, and can have a huge effect
at populace level requiring little to no effort.

Individuals manifesting adequate rest,
physical activity, work, supportive family,
social cirele, and a healthy eating regimen
(sufficient fruit/vegetable intake)foster a
healthier lifestyle resulting in lower
emotional disturbances, stress and higher
self-esteem; while several risk factors have
been identified to cause dramatic cognitive
decline including high liquor utilization,
smoking, ohesity, peer pressure, conflicting
social environment leading to higher
mental pain, stress, and lower self-
confidence. The pertinence of lifestyle on
mental health as indicated by the WHO fact
sheet show huge relationship to
psyvchological well-being.

The relationship among MHP (Mental
Health Problems) and irregularities of
circadian rhythms is reported, particularly
for schizophrenia, bipolar disorder,
delirium, and a lack of concentration.
Interruptions of the eircadian eyele may
trigger or aggravate manic episodes. There
is proof that the circadian framework does
likewise impacts one’s ability for disposition
suideline,

® Schizophrenia
® Dapressive disorder
© Bipolar disorder
¢ Anxiety disorders
W Eating disorders
B Autistic Spectrum
Disorders
W ADHD

® Conduct disorder

=D
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Moreover, a sporadic social cadence, which
incorporates soeial contaets, are
additionally connected with state of mind
problems. In one of the primary populace
based examinations researching social
inconsistency and emotional well-ness,
unpredictable social rhythm was related
with more MHP and lower life fulfillment.
This finding is reproduced diversely by
cross cultures, Corpulence, which depicts
extreme overweight with a BMT higher than
qo0is related with more terrible MHP,
particularly with self-announced
manifestations of gloom, depression and
stress. In a recent study conducted on mid
life individuals in Pakistan, higher BMI was
related with side effects of anxiety and
misery and furthermore with lower PMH
(Positive Mental Health), estimated with a
psychological wellness sub-scale of the
Medical Outcomes Study Shorl-Form 36
(SF-36); a questionnaire that measures
well-being and quality of life. Both
overweight and corpulence anticipate
future side effects of despondency just as
beginning of a burdensome issue. In a
review of prospective studies, physical
activity was identified as a defensive barrier
against the risk of developing depression
and obesity. In individuals with enduring
difficulties, aerobic exercise, resistance
training and yoga practices diminish
consequences of pressing factors. Smoking
has been distinguished as a risk factor for
MHP besides other cardiovascular diseases.
A meta-analysis of forthcoming
investigations with follow-up periods
between 7 weeks and g years showed that
people who quit smoking experience a
eritical abatement in MHP—indications of
discouragement, anxiety and stress—and
an expansion in PMH—mental personal
satisfaction and positive affect—contrasted
with continuing smokers. In a multi-group
model understudies that were coordinated
for sexual orientation and age, some way of
life decisions—proactive tasks, smoking,
and social beat abnormality—were
prescient of future PMH or potentially
MHP in any event, while controlling for age,
and sex. A solid match of this model
demonstrated that, in general, the effect of
lifestyle on PMH and MHP was similar
across nations. These discoveries
recommend that picking better way of life
practices can increment mental health,
Social eohesion itself being an integral facet
of a psycho-social emvironment, impacts
various human behaviors, stability, and
progression. Social affiliation has been
depicted as a piece of insightful cordial
capital that is passed on by good cause,
correspondence, attributes and standards
between individuals from a community.
Markers of cognitive well-being, including
social cohesion, are consistently seen as
determinants of a healthy individual and
society in the broader coalition.

The idea of social eohesion, albeit complex,
typifies a theoretical supporting that is
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transforming into a huge savvy contraption
of various human practices experienced by
individuals in certain social settings. Social
association, alongside its components, is
multidimensional as explained by the
assortment of available designs and
approaches nsed to examine it. Existing
literature describes social cohesion in a
startling manner; the capacity of societies,
not merely groups or networks, to manage
collective action and solve problems. It is the
glue that holds the society together. The first
definition of social cohesion as a policy tool
(as opposed to academic concept) was
suggested by “Judith Maxwell™: “Social
cohesion involves building shared values
and communities of interpretation,
reducing disparities in wealth and income,
and generally enabling people to have a
sense that they are engaged in a common
enterprise, facing shared challenges, and
that they are members of the same
community.” The OECD describes a socially
cohesive society as the one that pursues the
prosperity of every one of its individuals,
battles prohibition and underestimation,
makes a feeling of having a place, advances
trust, and offers its individuals the chance of
upward friendly mobility. It is adversely
identified with pay imbalance; social capital
is a blend of trust and metro commitment;
social capital has been associated with two
components, structural and cognitive.
Structural refers to associational links and
activity within society, such as civie
engagement or'what people do'. Cognitive
refers to people's perceptions of their social
relationships, such as interpersonal trust,
sharing and reciprocity, or 'what people feel',
and is a measurable indicator of social
cohesion which is conceptualized as a
collective community-level characteristic
measured by the levels of trust, norms of
reciprocity and the formation of strong
social bonds within the local social structure.,
There is evidence to suggest that this
concept of community-level social cohesion
s useful in investigating the determinants of
general health status and commeon mental
health disorders (CMD), social portability
mirrors how much individuals can change
their situation in the public arena and lead a
progressive life, mentally and physically.
Studies suggest that social cohesion had a

protective role on the risk of experiencing
high depressive symptomatology.

Social cohesion has been seen both an
ohjective, as well as a process by which to
improve the health of the public. Tt has been
referenced as a means of improving health
in numerous policies. However, recent
evidence suggests the need for social
eohesion to be studied at a local level, as the
function of social cohesion appears to vary
by the characteristics of the community
being studied. Among a relatively
homogeneous eohort, the reported level of
soial eohesion was found to be significantly
associated with higher mental wellbeing, Tt
may ensure against common mental health
issues by discouraging deleterious health
behaviors, through the regulation of social
norms and security against daily stressors.
Given the current interest in resource-
based approaches to support health and
well-being, it is proposed that examinations
to investigate the relations involving social
cohesion are required before mediations
which endeavor to adjust social cohesion to
improve wellbeing are created.lt is
therefore stated that Positive Mental Health
is necessary to human wellbeing and
prosperity. Mental health and its associated
markers areas vet not addressed in the
wellbeing framework in Pakistan. A critical
need exists for an acknowledgment from
both public and private areas for improving
mental health plan and services in the
country. Government should complete
social procedures that ought to be hasic,
impartial, and practical, just as having the
option to address the issues of the standard
necessities. It is critical that interventions
are made to review about existing strategies
with a focus on setting sustainable priorities
in the field of mental health, particularly in
policymaking, mindfulness among public,
and the utilization of media to minimize
social stigma. Such actions throughout
would give {reedom to both improving
population mental health and diminishing
perils of those psychological issues that are
associated with social inequalities

The writer is a 3rd vear Medical student, an

aspiring Doctor, and a member of Students
Research Society. Her research interests
revolve around Interventional Medicine

and Public Health,
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Korea keen to expand ties

- o

with Pakistan: Ambassador

Korean government has funded a huge Information
Technology Center in Islamabad. The ambassador hoped
Prime Minister of Pakistan shall inaugurate this significant
project, which ostensibly shall contribute greatly towards
further strengthening of bilateral relations

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of
Republic of Korea Suh Sangpyo has
said his country was keen to expand
and diversify relations with Pakistan
adding Korea was undertaking
multiple projects in the fields of IT and
culture. The Korean ambassador
expressed these views during a meeting
with the senior journalist of Islamabad.
[t was perhaps a first formal diplomatic
gathering ever since the spread of the
pandemic. Strict COVID SOPs were
observed during the entire meeting,
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He said the Korean government has
funded a huge Information Technology
Center in Islamabad. The Center was to
be opened this week however due
COVID situation the inauguration is
delayed for a while. The ambassador
hoped Prime Minister of Pakistan shall
inaugurate this significant project,
which ostensibly shall contribute
greatly towards further strengthening
of bilateral relations.

The amhbassador told that the
government of Korea provides

trainings to several hundred
government officials every year. These
training programs are one of the major
components in KOICA ODA programs
for the improvement of government
departments through human resource
development and sharing Korean
development experience. KOICA is
organizing training programs focused
on Pakistani participants. i.e Education
Policy (planning & implementation),
Economic Empowerment of Women,
IT development Policy, Fiscal
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Management & Reforms, Advance Tax
Administration, Healthcare Policy &
Program Management ete,

KOICA invites a large number of
government officers every vear from
different public sectors ineluding
Health, Finance, Education,
Information Technology, Tax
administration and Governance to
Korea for experience sharing and
capacity building.

KOICA's fellowship program (CIAT) is
Korea's leading human resources
development (HRD) training program
where KOICA invites civil officials,
engineers, researchers, and policy
makers in partner countries who will
lead economic and social growth of
their countries and provides capacity
building trainings focusing on sharing
Korea's experience and technology for
development.

He said, Pakistan, where the Indus
Civilization began, has a rich and
diverse cultural heritage such as the
Mohenjo Daro civilization, the
Ganhdara Buddhist arts and Islamic
traditions.

Since the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the Republic of
Korea and the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan in 1983, the bilateral ties
between the two countries have been
enlarged substantially in the areas of
trade, investment, human exchange
and development cooperation.
Nevertheless, considering the immense
potential of Pakistan, the current level
of ties is not sufficient and needs to be
upgraded.

The Korean Embassy will spare no
efforts to support all the people who are
interested in enhancing relations
between Korea and Pakistan, he added.
The ambassador said for the moment
there were around 14,000 Pakistanis
staving in Korea while 700 Korean
nationals were staying in Pakistan. Toa
question the ambassador said as many
as 500 students are currently
undertaking their studies in Korea in
various disciplines,

[t may be mentioned here that the
Government of the Republic of Korea
had provided in-kind assistance of
worth US$ 500,000 to WHO for
strengthening the Corona response
efforts in Palistan. The Korean donation
included Real-time PCR Kits, TeG/TeM
Standard COVID-1g9 kits and Face
Masks to support Corona response
efforts in the country, The Republic of
Korea has always been supportive of
WHO response and relief efforts to meet
different health needs in humanitarian
emergencies and disasters,




UZBEKISTAN-PAKISTAN:

Strengthening centuries-old ties and
mutually’benetlicial cooperation

Pakistan is a developing agro-industrial country, the 24" largest
economy in the world in terms of GDP in PPP (2019). Today it is
among the eleven states with the greatest potential to become one
of the largest economies in the world in the2ist century.

-

Furkat Sidikov

This isa country that, dueto its enormous
political, economie, military-technical
and human potential, faverable
geopolitical location, balanced foreign
policy, is currently playing one of the
leading roles in regional politics and
solving majorinternational issues.
Certainly, the comprehensive expansion
aof multifaceted mutually beneficial
cooperation with Pakistan meets the
interests of Uzbekistan, which today is at
a new historical stage in its development.
This was especially emphasized by
President Shavkat Mirzivoyey in his
Address to the OlivMajlis ( Parliament).
History itself has created the
preconditions for the establishment and
strengthening of a fruitful dialogue
between the two states at the present
stage. The mutual acceptance of cultures
and spirituality was facilitated by the
emergence in the i16theentury of a
powerful empire on the territory of
madern Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and
southeastern Afghanistan, the founder of
which was Zakhiriddin Muhammad
Babur, a descendant of the great ancestor
of the Uzbek people - Amir Temur. The
richest eultural, historical and scientific
heritage of that era will forever remain as
the asset of present and future
generations.,
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Today, the Embassies of the two states
operate in capitals of Uzbekistan and
Pakistan, which are establishedin May
1992to contribute to the dynamic
development of bilateral relations.
Friendship groups operate in parliaments
of the two countries, and political
dialogue at various levels is of a regular
nature, which has recently become more
and more dynamic.

The meetings of the President of
Uzhekistan Shavkat Mirzivovev, held
within the framework of international
events (the SCO and Organization of
Islamic Cooperation summits) in 2017-
2018 with the President of Pakistan
Mamnun Hussain and Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif. On April 2019 in Beijing at
the international forum "Belt and Road
Initiative” and in June of the same year in
Bishkek at the summit of the SCO heads
of state, the head of Uzbekistan met with
the Honorable Prime Minister of Pakistan
Imran Khan are the testimony of above
mentioned,

Both countries mutually support each
other in the international arena, actively
interacting within the framework of such
international organizations as the UN,
SCO and the Islamie Cooperation
Organization,

The consistent development of Uszbek-
Pakistani relations meets the long-term
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interests of not only our two countries.
but also has a positive impact on
strengthening security, developing trade,
economic, communieation and
humanitarian ties in the region as a
whole,

Thus, being immediate neighbors of
Afghanistan and being equally interested
in establishing peace and stability in this
country, Uzbekistan and Pakistan are
unanimaous that the Afghan problem can
be solved unambiguously exclusively
through peaceful political negotiations
under the auspices of the UN and an
armistice of the opposing sides.

Today Tashkent and Islamabad are
actively cooperating with Kabul in the
implementation of joint economic and
infrastructure projects that meet the
interests of all three states, One of these is
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the project for the construction of the
Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul-Peshawar trans-
Afghan railway, the prospects for which
to become part of the New Silk Road have
already taken shape.

There was a high-level meeting in early
Februaryin Tashkent with the
participation of delegations from
Uzbekistan, Pakistan and Afghanistan, as
well a5 representatives of international
financial institutions to diseuss this
project, following which a joint Action
Plan in this direction was adopted.
Undoubtedly, the construction of direct
transport corridors between our
countries will contribute to the expansion
of mutual trade and economic ties and
investment cooperation. They are
developing quite intensively even today.
Thus, at the end of 2020, Pakistan ranked
13thamong trading partners in terms of
exports of products and services from
Uzbekistan. This indicator in the
specified period amounted to $o08.5
million with a total volume of trade
turnover of $123.3 million.

The Uzhek-Pakistani intergovernmental
commission on trade, economice,
scientific and techmical cooperation, as
well as the joint Business Couneil serve as
effective platforms for resolving issues of
hilateral cooperation in these areas.

It should also be noted that the number of
joint and foreign enterprises with
Pakistani capital in Uzbekistan has
almost doubled over the past five vears.
Today it is more than 140 enterprises,
including 4 with 100%: foreign capital,
which successfully aperate in Uzbekistan
in such areas as trade, light industry,
paper production, leather goods and food
products. In general, the total volume of
Pakistani investments in the economy of
Uzbekistan is currently $11 million,
During the visit of the delegation headed
by the H.E. Deputy Prime Minister -
Minister of Investments and Foreign
Trade of Uzbekistan Mr.Sardor
Umurzakov in September 2020 to
Pakistan, matters of expanding
cooperation in this area, as well as
important issues of enhancing transport
and logistics interaction were discussed.
In Islamabadbilateral meetings were held
with the Prime Minister of Pakistan
Imran Khan, in the ministries and
departments of Pakistan.

Another important event in the
development of bilateral economic
cooperation was the recent visit to
Uzbekistan of a delegation led by
H.E.Governorof Punjab, Muhammad
Sarwar Chaudhary.

Honorable guests visited Namangan
province, where matters of establishing
interregional cooperation hetween
Punjab and the Namangan region were
discussed. During this visit,parties have
signed an agreement on the

establishment twin ship between the
Namangan region and the Punjab
province, the first interregional business
forum “Namangan-Punjab”, as well
as"BaG" and "B2B" talkswere conducted.
Relations in the cultural and
humanitarian spheres between our
countries are also consistently
developing. Historieal ties and common
spiritual values of the Uzbek and
Pakistani nations serve as a solid basis for
this. Since the first days of independence,
the Uzbekistan-Pakistan Friendship
Society operating in Uzbekistan,
contributing to the development of
cultural and educational ties between the
two nations, developing people to people
contacts.

In recent years, taking into account the
potential of the countries in the field of
pilgrimage, tourism, including
pilgrimage tourism, has become an
increasingly promising area of bilateral
cooperation, which is of high mutual
interest. In 2020, the leader of
Nagshbandiva H.E.Hasib ar-Rahman

was appointed as the Ambassador of
Zivarat Tourism of Uzbekistan to
Pakistan, and in zo19 the Information
Tourism Center of our counlry was
established. Before the pandemic, more
than five thousand tourists and pilgrims
hiave been visiting Uzbekistan every year.
In 2020, despite the pandemic, almost a
theuzand travelers from Pakistan visited

our country.
Thus, the current state and results of
hilateral eooperation over the past almost
a0 years will undoubtedly become a solid
basis for building up cooperation in trade,
economie, investment and transport and
lngistics spheres. Using the existing
potential, Uzbekistan and Pakistan will
not only be able o suecessfully overcome
the economic eonsequences of the glohal
crisis associated with the pandemic, but
also make a worthy contribution to the
economie development of Central and

South Asia.
The writer is the Deputy Minister
af Foreign Affairs of the Republic
af Uzhekistan
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Auction of material (Scrapped! Non-Scrappedand old mator bikes) will be held on the basis of *whereitis as it

is” following schedula

v« 2, Metropolitan Corporation Islamabad
Directorate of Health Services

OPEN AUCTION OF SCRAPED MATERIAL

N

; Inspaection Date & Time
8.4 | 'Sie aind ey Eata of Auction
Directorate of Health Services, COAMC Street-58, Agha - =
i Nasir Road, F-1114, |slamabad (Materials Wooden nr'jcl sheel 19""':' 202 04 IZI{:.t2I321
01 | Almirah Fogpers, Water Dispensers, Chairs, Tables, Gas . o " " ,'A,.a
Heaters, Inner Lined Refrigerators (ILR) etc.) (:3.05.2021 11.00 a.m
1 GL-526 100CL Yamaha 200
2 GL-527 100CC Yamaha 2008 19.04.2021 04.05.2021
02 I3 GL-528 100CC Yamaha 2008 to at
4 GL-530 100CC Yamaha 2008 03.05.2021 1100 am
] GL-532 D0CC Yamaha 2008
[] GL-539 00CC Yamaha 2006
7 GL-B44 O0CC Yamaha 2007
[+] GL-845 100CC Yamaha 2007
] GL-B48 100CC Yamaha 2007
10 GL-847 100CC Yamaha 2007
11 GL-B48 100G Yamaha 2007
12 GL-B50 100CC Yamaha 2007

2. Materials and moitor bikes can be inspected during office hours [9.00 AM to 04.00 PM) at Directorate of
Health Services, CDAS MCI, Street-58, Agha Nasir Road, F-11/4, Islamabad.

TERMS & CONDITIONS:-

1. Thainitial bid will be announced by the auction commities al the bime ol auction

2. Successful bidders will have 1o deposil 25% of total bid ameunt at the spat and the remaining amourl will
be deposted within one week in shape Bank Draft in favour of DDO (DHS), CDAMC)
GET and Income tax shall be apply [ paid as per prevailing laws
Successful bidders will be responsible bo It the materal from site within 30 days after recelpt of written arders.
Autharity reserves the right to keep 25% deposied amount info its custody untll acceptance! repection of bids

. Incase the material is not Eted from the site within 30 days, a penalty of Rs.5000/- per day will hawve to be paid

. Persons interested to take part in auction will have to deposit cash Rs.30000- as token monsy {non-
refundable jwith written request containing CNIC and Mobile Number to Drawing and Disbursing Officer

ol L B L

(DDO) DHS, COAMC! Bl 30,04, 2021

8. Documents ie Registralion book ol any auction vehicles il available will be handed over 1o successiul

parties aller deposited the required amount

4, Autharity reserves the right to acceptireject any or all bids priar to the acceptance of bids without assigning

any resson thereof

(Dr. M. Igbal Afridi)

Director Health Services, DHS, Islamabad
051-9267582

PID T303/20
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US CG,VC UoS sign accord

ISLAMABAD: In a
virtual ceremony,
U.S. Consul General
Catherine Rodriguez
along with Dr.
Ishtiag Ahmad Vice
Chancellor
University of
Sargodha, signed an
agreement to renew
the Lincoln Corner
partnership between
the University of
Sargodha and the
U.S. Consulate
General in Lahore.
The newly
renovated and
expanded Lincoln
Corner Sargodha is
a vibrant center of
student interaction,
learning, dialogue,
and creative
thinking.

CENTRELINE

STAFF REPORT

£ é" CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

&*t.,_,,o Road Division No. lll

Sealed tenders are heraby invited on percentage basis from the approved contractors of FEC
enlisting up-to-date in Category C-3 or above, with Project Code CE-01 for the year 2020-21, as
per following details:-

5.#

Name of Work M.L.T Cost | Earnest Money | Date & Time of Opening

01

Rehabtlitation of
Roadsin Industrial
Triangle, Kahuta
Road, Islamabad.

28.04.2021
374,315,700/- | R=. 11,220.471/- | (Box closed at 11:30AM
& openad on 12:00 Noon)

Detailed terms & conditions can be seen from CDA Website www.cda.gov.pk and FFRA
wiebsite www.ppra.org.pk

1

2]

g)

4]

5)

&)
7

8}

Tender documeants can be cbtained on Non-refundable cash payment of Rs. 5,000/ per
sat. Open in tha offica of Director Rads (South), CDA on during office hours, Application for
issuance of tender documents will be received up to 26.04.2021, 12:00 Noon and tender
documents will be issued on 27 .04, 2021 and no tender will ba issue on the opening date
EMoney in the shape of deposit at call in favor of Dy, Director Roads Division-|Il, CDA
must accompany the tender application, Cash / Cheque will not be accepted. Mo tender
document will be issued without showing deposit at call

The authority {CDA) may reject all bids or proposals at any ime prior to the acceptance of
tha bid or proposal, The authority (CDA) shall upon request communicate to any supplier
or contractor who submitted a bid or proposal, the grounds-for its rejection of all bids or
proposals, butis not raquired to justify thosa grounds.

The bid security of all bidders would be deposited in the COA Bank Account and same may
be returned after the acceptance of the Confract with the successful bidder,

The eligibility critena of the firms with the relevant experience |e. al lzast three (03) No, of
works in last two (02) financial years may be.observed / fulfill before issuance of tender
documents.

The firm shall provide all relevant attested documents according to laid down in invitation
for bids in bidding documents otherwise bids will be considered as a non responsive bid.
Authority latter in faver of the person deputed by the contractor to submit the application
and collect the tender from along with CNIC {original} is to be provided

Cerlificate is required on Judicial Stamp Paper worth of Rs 50/~ their firm are not involved
inany litigations.

Deputy Director

Road Division-ll
051-9212719

PID 5600/20
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MURREE BREWERY

ISO 9001, 14001, HACCP & OHSAS Certified Company

BiGG Family for a

11860

FUN KA MAZA - YOUR ULTIMATE CHOICE

i
o MmO

L;-';:m; i oy e
s Mineg Breweny's "Blﬁﬁ nm“e &
E;,B_-l ﬁ naar_x =

Burtersrewery s

4 BiGG Peach
Wm

¥ murreebrewerycompany @& www.murreebrewery.com



