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Vaccine rollout Algerian auto 
industry corruptionPakistan has moved a few steps closer to dealing with the Cov-

id-19 pandemic that it seemed had been almost forgotten. The 
Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan on Friday approved the 

Convidecia vaccine manufactured by CanSinoBio in China. This is a 
positive step as the vaccine underwent trials at five centres in Pa-
kistan and as per universal protocol should be more easily available 
to people in the country, as doses are handed out. In addition, it is 
a vaccine which requires only one shot as compared to two which 
are the standard requirement for most of the other vaccines in the 
market so far. In Pakistan, these include China’s Sinopharm vac-
cine, the Sputnik-5 vaccine developed by Russia, the AstraZeneca 
vaccine from Oxford University and a Swedish firm. And now the 
latest vaccine from China. It is far from certain yet how many vac-
cines Pakistan will be able to put together to vaccinate its enormous 
population. But even more significant than this is the question of 
how many people will allow themselves to be vaccinated. So far roll-
out has been slow, because of administrative difficulties reported by 
doctors and other medical professionals. 
In addition, we have the issue of certain inf luential persons able 
to jump the queue and get vaccinated. The vaccine till now is 
available only to frontline medical workers. And from here on 
will be permitted to persons older than 65. There has also been 
an element of confusion regarding age and whether those above 
60 would be vaccinated. This seems to stem from concern in 
some countries over the efficacy of the Sinopharm vaccine for 
this age group. However, since then the age issue seems to have 
been resolved – though we are not clear on the details. And in 
the same kind of confusion, the government which had earlier 
said prices for the vaccine in the private sector would be regu-
lated has now said that there would be no regulation and compa-
nies would themselves determine the price of the vaccine. There 
is also some element of a lack of uniformity in what key offi-
cials are saying with some health officials even – irresponsibly 
– saying that people should take the vaccine at their own risk, 
and that the vaccine could even lead to death. This is obviously 
not encouraging.  This can only happen if a uniform government 
campaign is run and senior medical professionals persuaded to get 
the vaccine in public as we have seen happen in other countries. 
Around 1.1 million vials of the Sinopharm vaccine are understood 
to have been delivered by China. But more information is needed in 
the public sphere so that the vaccine rollout can begin in earnest 
and the pandemic is brought under some control at least.

Shuttered assembly plants, jailed bosses, laid-off workers. Algeria’s 
once ambitious plans to create a flagship auto industry have turned 
into a fiasco.The country’s recent years of political turmoil have 

also seen its foreign joint venture factories close and cronies of its oust-
ed president Abdelaziz Bouteflika end up behind bars.
Algeria’s dream of creating thousands of jobs has collapsed and the 
country is in dire need of new vehicles. The government is putting 
on a brave face.Industry Minister Ferhat-Ait Ali pledged last month 
that it is “preparing the revival of this industry on solid foundations, 
which break with the practices of the past”. Algeria’s auto industry 
was born in 2012 when French maker Renault partnered with the gov-
ernment in Algiers to build the first plant two years later near Oran, 
the country’s second biggest city.Other companies followed suit.
South Korea’s Hyundai opened its assembly plant in 2016 in Ti-
aret, and Germany’s Volkswagen started operations the next year 
in Relizane.The sector became a priority as the North African 
country sought to reduce imports, compete in the sector with re-
gional rival Morocco, and diversify its economy in the face of fall-
ing oil revenues, which had been the source of over 90 percent of 
its export earnings.Morocco’s own bet on the automobile industry 
has paid off.It is now the country’s top export sector after the 
Renault-Nissan group opened two factories in the kingdom in 2012 
and 2019, followed by its rival PSA, which opened one in 2019, 
attracted by incentivising fiscal and customs policies.
But Algeria’s industry became embroiled in controversy from early 2017, 
when authorities started to denounce as “disguised imports” the prac-
tice of foreign carmakers bringing in “semi knocked-down” (SKD) units.
SKD units are partially stripped down at the origin and reassembled on 
arrival, requiring minimal labour input.The government investigated 
Hyundai after images spread on social media showed almost complete-
ly-built imported models that required little more work than putting on 
the wheels.  In July 2017, former industry minister Mahdjoub Bedda, 
who is now in prison on graft charges related to the wider scandal, sus-
pended all new car assembly projects.After Bouteflika, under pressure 
from mass demonstrations, was ousted by the army in April 2019, sev-
eral assembly plant bosses were convicted of corruption. His successor, 
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune, pledged to review the entire auto sec-
tor as soon as he came to power in December that year. 
Algeria then banned the import of spare parts for assembly plants, 
sounding the death knell for the young industry already struggling 
after the incarceration of its key executives. Volkswagen suspended 
production indefinitely in December 2019 and put 700 employees on 
technical unemployment.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has initiat-
ed many meaningful policy measures for 
the further strengthening of its national 

defense. In this context, most recently Saudi 
Arabia has held a joint military exercise namely 
“The Rumah Al-Nasr”, or “Spears of Victory” at 
the Air Warfare Center at King Abdul Aziz Air 
Base in the Eastern Province. It was concluded 
in the presence of Maj. Gen. Turki bin Bandar 
bin Abdul Aziz, commander of the Royal Saudi 
Air Force on February 12, 2021. 
It was “multitasked” as well as “multi-purposed” 

joint military exercise which had certain regional 
as well as global “posturing” and “signaling”. It 
successfully disseminated clear message of be-
fitting responses to “arch rival Iran” to “fugitive 
Yemeni Houthis” and trouble makers in shape of 
“non-state actors” to schemers of hidden agenda 
of political Islam that Saudi Arabia is politically 
united, socially harmonized  and militarily capa-
ble of defending its soil, resources, waters, shores 
and territorial integrity in case of any external 
aggression. It further enhanced Saudi Arabian 
armed forces professional combat and tactical 
preparedness.     During the “The Rumah Al-Nasr” 
several aviation drills were carried out in coor-
dination with the Royal Saudi Land Forces, the 
Royal Saudi Naval Forces and the Royal Saudi Air 
Defense Forces. The armed forces of Saudi Arabia 
demonstrated high levels of readiness in planning, 
preparation and implementation. It showcased a 
paradigm shift in ways and means of joint air, sea 
and land diversified but integrated operations 
among various branches of the armed forces. 
All the participating units outperformed and 
demonstrated high levels of quality in their per-
sonal capabilities, professionalism and efficiency 
in facing the challenges. It was indeed vivid re-
flection of the Saudi Arabia’s visionary leadership 
policies towards achieving an immaculate defense 
system. It also enhanced its electronic warfare. It 
hopes that ill deigns of enemies of regional peace 
and drone spoilers may be handled properly in the 
days to come.    While attending the closing cere-
mony Maj. Gen. Turki bin Bandar bin Abdul Aziz 
said he was delighted with what he witnessed dur-
ing the exercise, which is planned to be the first 
of many such drills. He observed that it included 
three phases and the core objectives of all of them 
had been achieved. They included conventional and 
unconventional operations, and the use of systems 
and weapons recently acquired by the Air Force. 
The Spears of Victory military drills, known as Ru-
mah Al-Nasr, were launched on January 31 at the 
Air Warfare Center at King Abdul Aziz Air Base in 
the Eastern Province. It was the first exercise held 
in the Air Warfare Center since its inauguration by 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in 2019. The 
exercise raised the level of combat readiness in all 
air, technical and support crews by applying cut-
ting-edge skills, tactics and procedures in a real 
work environment. It enabled all the participating 

units of Saudi Arabian armed forces to plan and 
implement joint military operations with branches 
of the armed forces in a harmonious and integrat-
ed manner at the operational and tactical levels. 
Electronic warfare systems and scenarios that 
simulate real warfare environments were also 
used in the exercises. It included the Royal Sau-
di Land Forces, the Royal Saudi Navy and the 
Royal Saudi Air Defense Forces which enabled 
the decision makers of the country to devise a 
grand joint defense strategy to fights against all 
odds to protect the pace, stability and develop-
ment in the country as well as in the region. 
The Air Warfare Center contributed to the devel-
opment and modernization of combat plans against 
potential threats, the evaluation of air force capa-
bilities, and the testing of military hardware. 
The Ministry of Defense, represented by the Roy-
al Saudi Air Force, with the participation of the 
Royal Saudi Land Forces, the Royal Saudi Navy 
and the Royal Saudi Air Defense Forces, rigorous-
ly launched the ‘Rumah Al-Nasr’ exercise held at 
the Air War Center in the eastern sector of the 
Kingdom from 31 January to 11 February 2021.
In preparation for the start of the exercise, all 
participating air systems arrived at King Abdu-
laziz Air Base. The ‘Rumah Al-Nasr’ exercise was 
considered one of the important joint exercis-
es, where the Air Force participates with other 
branches of the Saudi Armed Forces participated 
which further increased its preparedness level, 
enhance joint action, raise combat efficiency and 
exchange experiences.
The Air War Center at King Abdulaziz Air Base 
is one of the most advanced air centers which 
provided a very real combat environment, and an 
advanced ability to train air crew, technical and 
support services as in reality similar to modern 
warfare during the just concluded joint military 
exercise. The Air Base also contributed to the 
development and modernization of combat plans 
against potential threats. Moreover, it also con-
tributed to the development of and assessment 
of the capabilities of the air force, and tests and 
evaluates systems and weapons in terms of their 
effectiveness and impact.
The military maneuvers symmetrically carried out 
till February 12, 2021 with the participation of the 
defense forces, represented by the Royal Saudi 
Land Forces, the Royal Saudi Navy and the Royal 

Saudi Air Defense Forces. The exercise aimed to 
raise combat readiness, enhance joint action, and 
exchange diverse experiences.
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia started their joint 
counterterrorism exercise in Hafar Al-Batin in 
the kingdom’s Eastern Province. It was two week 
Al-Samsam VII training between the Royal Saudi 
Land Forces (RSLF) and Pakistan Army.
The exercise was conducted as a part of the 
preparations to develop and raise the level of 
competence of military forces.  The drills fo-
cusd on counterterrorism techniques such as 
cordon and search operations, combat patrols 
and dealing with improvised explosive devic-
es (IED). Al-Samsam VII was part of a series 
of joint military exercises between the armed 
forces of Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. Riyadh 
has described the Rumah Al-Nasr”, or “Spears 
of Victory as clear message that its armed forc-
es is “stand united” in confronting all challeng-
es and preserving peace and stability in the re-
gion. Being prominent regional expert of Saudi 
Arabia & GCC I believe that “The Rumah Al-
Nasr” exercise has developed the capabilities 
of the Kingdom’s forces through standardizing 
concepts and increasing the level of coordina-
tion and joint action in the war theater. More-
over, it also contributed to raising the level of 
combat readiness for all air, technical and sup-
port crews, by applying the best skills, tactics 
and procedures appropriate to various scenari-
os in a real work environment. 
Critical analysis of various military strategies 
and defense doctrines reveal that weakness 
is a cruse which has serious repercussions 
which has to be handled with suitable, sensi-
ble and systematic military build-up in terms 
of electronic warfare, modernization, innova-
tions and last but not least, motivated human 
capital to defend ones country. 
Saudi Arabia has been striving hard to defend 
its national, regional and trans-regional geopo-
litical and geostrategic interests. Discarding of 
arms supplies by the USA and various EU coun-
tries is an eye-opener for Saudi Arabia. It hopes 
that Crown prince Muhammad Bin Salman will 
revisit his military policies, alliances and pref-
erences and make a most appropriate step to 
defend his country. Pakistan being the only nu-
clear Muslim country may be an ideal choice. 

D riving  on the roads of Pakistan, you might 
have observed the spark in the eyes of a child 
selling f lowers on the road to earn money, or 

a hungry boy picking up food from the leftovers, or a 

homeless family living on a footpath. This might have 
caught your attention forcing you to think about the 
striking difference that exists in the lifestyle of the 
people residing in this country and across the globe.
Although mankind has this instinct to strive and strug-
gle throughout their life but the difference that divides 
the people between the rich and poor and the prob-
lems that accompany it are necessary to be dealt with 
on priority. Do you know that there are 689 million 
people, (9.2%) of the world population living under 
extreme poverty, with the situation worsened by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and this brings forward the nu-
merous challenges they have to face that most of us 
are unaware of. 
Sustainable Development Goals or the SDGs are a 
global effort to curb poverty, hunger, injustice, cli-
mate change, and other major challenges faced by the 
world. Adopted by all the member states of the United 
Nations in 2015, these 17 goals were a way forward 
for both the developed and developing countries. They 
aimed to opt for strategies that bring peace and pros-

perity in the world, along with the provision of better 
facilities to the people and to protect the environ-
ment. This 2030 agenda for sustainable development 
opens the door for the countries to take steps towards 
a better future. It accounts for the integrated and in-
terconnected efforts that unleash positive outcomes 
for all the aspects as a result of work done on any one 
aspect. Out of all the member states, Pakistan was the 
first country to make the SDGs as part of their nation-
al development agenda in February 2016. Is Pakistan 
on the right track or it has more to do is the point of 
concern here. 
The global pledge for a better future in the form 
of SDGs is a ray of hope for many. However, the 
COVID-19 pandemic proved to be a major hurdle, 
as it affected millions of people, claimed 2.3 Mil-
lion deaths, and pushed 20 million people back into 
poverty. With the lost income and inf lation being 
the main reason for the increased ratio of people 
falling below the poverty line, Pakistan’s response 
in tackling the pandemic was considerably better. 

With effective strategies, the PTI government was 
somehow successful in containing the spread of 
pandemic and reducing its after-effects to a great 
extent. Pakistan stood at 115 position out of 149 
countries in 2016, while in 2019, it ranked 130th 
out of 167 countries. However, in 2020 its position 
slipped to 134 according to a sustainable develop-
ment report. Pakistan was ranked lowest in South 
Asia, as Bangladesh and India took lead with 107th 
and 116th rank respectively. Currently, our SDGs 
score is 56.17/100 which is significantly low as com-
pared to the other South Asian states. One of the 
prime reasons for this is the absence of a national 
assessment report for the year 2020, and the una-
vailability of the latest data that had to be collected 
through the surveys. Government officials say that 
the report is in draft form and data collection got 
delayed due to the pandemic. 
Pakistan however showed a committed stance to-
wards working on SDGs and formulated SDG units 
on federal and provincial levels. Moreover, a frame-
work designed to achieve the desired goals was ap-
proved by the National Economic Council, which is 
chaired by the Prime Minister and is the country’s 
highest platform for approval of plans to implement 
policies. A number of policies have been planned 
and implemented since 2016 and most of the work 
has been done on SDG-4 (Quality Education), SDG 
- 8 (Decent work and economic growth), and SDG-
16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions). Apart 
from this under the current tenure of the PTI gov-
ernment, various projects including the Sehat Sahu-
lat Program and The Lady Health Workers Program 
have proved to be a great initiative in the provision 
of better health facilities. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan had his focus on the environment and climate 
change as well and his initiative of the Billion Tree 
Tsunami Project received worldwide appreciation.  
Despite all the challenges, Pakistan’s current lead-
ership is showing commitment towards the achieve-
ment of SDGs. Steps taken for the betterment of 
citizens of Pakistan are going to yield magnificent 
results in the times coming up. With continued ded-
ication towards the cause, it is hoped that in 2030, 
the terminal year of SDGs Pakistan will be celebrat-
ing prosperity and progress InshaAllah!

The Writer is the Research Associate - IICR
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Foreign Desk 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump, 
the former president of the United 
States, has welcomed his acquittal 
in a second impeachment trial, 
saying his political movement “to 
Make America Great Again has 
only just begun”.
The US Senate voted 57-43 in 
favour of convicting the former 
president on Saturday, falling 
short of the two-thirds majority 
needed to convict him on a charge 
of inciting the mob that attacked 
the US Capitol on January 6, dur-
ing the certification of Democrat 
Joe Biden’s election win.
In a statement shortly after the 
acquittal, Trump called the trial 

“yet another phase of the greatest 
witch hunt in the history of our 
nation”. “Our historic, patriotic 
and beautiful movement to Make 
America Great Again has only just 
begun,” he said. “In the months 
ahead, I have much to share with 
you, and I look forward to continu-
ing our incredible journey togeth-
er to achieve American greatness 
for all of our people,” he added.
Trump left office on January 20, 
so impeachment could not be used 
to remove him from power.
But Democrats had hoped to 
secure a conviction to hold the 
74-year-old responsible for the 
Capitol siege and set the stage for 
a vote to bar him from serving in 
public office again.
Though Trump was acquitted of 

the sole charge of incitement of 
insurrection, seven Republicans 
joined all Democrats to convict 
the former president. The figure 
marked the largest number of 
Senators to ever vote to find a 
president of their own party guilty 
of an impeachment count of high 
crimes and misdemeanours.
They were Richard Burr of North 
Carolina, Bill Cassidy of Loui-
siana, Susan Collins of Maine, 
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, Mitt 
Romney of Utah, Ben Sasse of 
Nebraska and Patrick Toomey of 
Pennsylvania.
 “There is no question now that 
Donald Trump has political plans 
going forward. But what are they? 
Is he going to run in 2024 as many 
people believe? Or is he going to 

seek revenge on those seven Re-
publicans who voted against him?”
Trump is only the third president 
ever to be impeached by the House 
of Representatives – a step akin to 
a criminal indictment – as well as 
the first to be impeached twice 
and the first to face an impeach-
ment trial after leaving office. But 
the Senate still has never convict-
ed an impeached president.
After Saturday’s verdict, Senate 
Republican Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, who voted “not guilty,” in the 
trial, offered scathing remarks 
about Trump.
“There is no question that Presi-
dent Trump is practically and mor-
ally responsible for provoking the 
events of the day,” he said. “The 
people who stormed this building 

believed they were acting on the 
wishes and instructions of their 
president.”
McConnell suggested that Trump 
could still face criminal prosecu-
tion for his acts, however.
“President Trump is still liable for 
everything he did while he was in 
office as an ordinary citizen,” Mc-
Connell said. “He didn’t get away 
with anything. Yet.”
The minority leader was not 
the only Republican to castigate 
Trump for his behaviour after vot-
ing for acquittal.
“The question I must answer is 
not whether President Trump said 
and did things that were reckless 
and encouraged the mob. I believe 
that happened,” Senator Rob Port-
man in a statement.

‘Our movement has only just begun’, says Trump
They were Richard Burr of North Carolina, Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, Susan Collins of Maine, Lisa 

Murkowski of Alaska, Mitt Romney of Utah, Ben Sasse of Nebraska and Patrick Toomey of Pennsylvania

Briefs
UK to support 

Pak in 
vaccination 

campaign
From Page 01
committed to supply Paki-
stan with vaccines for 45m 
people this year alone. 
Covax is an international 
initiative to support the 
discovery, manufacture 
and fair distribution of 
COVID-19 vaccines for one 
billion people by the end 
of 2021. British High Com-
missioner Dr Christian 
Turner CMG said: “The 
people of the UK and Paki-
stan have come together to 
fight COVID-19.
“The Covax facility has 
been the main way the 
world has united to make 
sure all countries get the 
vaccines they need as 
quickly as possible, in-
cluding Pakistan. The UK 
has been a world leader in 
supporting Covax, and Co-
vax has committed to sup-
plying Pakistan with COV-
ID-19 vaccines for 45m 
people this year.”
The UK has stood shoul-
der-to-shoulder with Paki-
stan in pandemic, pivoting 
around £20m of UK aid 
to help Pakistan fight the 
pandemic. This includes 
funding the World Health 
Organization (WHO) since 
April 2020 to build lab-
oratory testing capacity 
through training and pro-
vision of equipment across 
Pakistan.
The UK has so far pledged 
up to £1.3 billion of UK aid 
overall to end the corona-
virus pandemic as quickly 
as possible. This includes 
up to £829 million for the 
development and distri-
bution of new vaccines, 
treatments and tests, and 
£5 million for other critical 
COVID-19 research and de-
velopment.
The UK is also at the fore-
front of efforts to drive 
unprecedented global col-
laboration and resourcing 
for the development and 
delivery of new vaccines, 
treatments and tests at the 
speed and scale required.
The UK-hosted Global Vac-
cines Summit on 4 June 
2020 raised US$8.8 billion 
from 32 donor govern-
ments and 12 foundations, 
corporations and organisa-
tions to replenish Global 
Vaccine Alliance (GAVI) 
funding over the coming 
five years. This will help 
support the delivery of 
life-saving vaccinations in 
68 countries and will be in-
tegral to the distribution of 
a coronavirus vaccine once 
it is developed.

EU Envoy for 
exploring 

potential of 
digitization

From Page 01
a webinar convened by 
the Delegation of the Eu-
ropean Union to Pakistan 
aimed at to showcase Eu-
ropean policy initiatives 
on Digitization and to 
discuss the challenges 
and potential of the dig-
ital economy in Pakistan.
She said that digital 
transformation for eco-
nomic growth and recov-
ery required close collab-
oration, shared learning 
and exploring opportu-
nities to work together 
on areas such as health, 
governance and satellite 
mapping.
Androulla Kaminara un-
derlined the need for reg-
ulation of the digital space 
to ensure respect for hu-
man rights, including the 
right to privacy and free-
dom of speech and safety 
of vulnerable groups such 
as women and children.
Sharing details of the we-
binar, she said it was an 
attempt to start a contin-
uous process of sharing 
best practices and legisla-
tive approaches between 
the EU and Pakistan, 
which could create oppor-
tunities for dialogue, part-
nerships and investments 
promoting regional and 
global connectivity.
Replying to a question, 
she said the Covid19 pan-
demic was accelerating 
the digital transformation 
and also exposing its chal-
lenges, the webinar was 
a timely opportunity to 
share experiences and ex-
pertise. 
She also highlighted how 
digitalisation had impact-
ed infrastructure, educa-
tion and social systems 
in EU Member States 
and its partner countries 
and offered examples of 
potential venues for co-
operation.

Pakistan down South Africa 
to claim T20I series win

Babar stroked five fours and a six in his 30-ball innings while Rizwan hit five fours and two sixes. 
Shamsi was brought back to complete his quota of four overs and he removed Asif Ali (7) in the 

process. Faheem Ashraf (10) was the last man to dismiss in the 17th over

Sports Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan have 
defeated South Africa by 
four wickets in a series de-
cider and claimed the T20I 
series 2-1 here at Gaddafi 
Stadium. All-rounder Mo-
hammad Nawaz and pacer 
Hasan Ali’s seventh-wicket 
partnership of unbeaten 
32 led Pakistan to win with 
eight balls to spare.
Pakistan in 165 chase, start-

ed strongly with openers 
Mohammad Rizwan and 
Haider Ali provided a relia-
ble 51-run stand. The home 
side started to feel jitters as 
left-arm chinaman Tabraiz 
Shamsi removed Haider 
(15) on his first ball of the 
spell.
He didn’t stop as he dis-
missed Mohammad Rizwan 
and Hussain Talat in the 
following overs. Skipper 
Babar Azam from the other 
end continued to find gaps, 

however, his 44-run came to 
an end as last match hero 
Dwaine Pretorious clean 
bowled him.
Babar stroked five fours and 
a six in his 30-ball innings 
while Rizwan hit five fours 
and two sixes. Shamsi was 
brought back to complete 
his quota of four overs and 
he removed Asif Ali (7) in 
the process. Faheem Ashraf 
(10) was the last man to dis-
miss in the 17th over.
Meanwhile, Nawaz (18*) 

remained calm and hit two 
fours off the 18th over while 
Hasan Ali (20*) smacked 
two massive sixes to chase 
down the target of 165.
It is Pakistan’s 100th win 
in T20I cricket, becoming 
first men’s team to reach 
this landmark in the short 
format of the game.
Earlier, South Africa’s vet-
eran batsman David Miller 
smashed an unbeaten 85 to 
lead South Africa to 164/8 
in 20 overs. The 31-year-old 

Miller took Proteas to 164 
after they were struggling 
at 65/7. In his 45-ball in-
nings, he smacked five fours 
and seven towering sixes.
Pakistan opted to bowl 
first and controlled the 
proceedings (41/3) in the 
powerplay overs. Moham-
mad Nawaz took two wick-
ets of Reeza Hendricks 
(2) and JJ Smuts (1) while 
Hasan Ali removed Pite 
van Bijlon (16).
Skipper Babar Azam in-

troduced debutant Zahid 
Mehmood in the seventh 
over who took two wickets 
in first over of the T20I 
career while Usman Qadir 
removed Andile Phehluk-
wayo from the other end. 
The visitors were teetering 
on 48/6.
Proteas were hoping for a 
saviour to bring them back 
in the match and veteran 
Miller provided them with 
stability, scoring third fifty 
of his T20I career.

CNS meets 
participants

From Page 01
Naval Chief of Jaboti Coast 
Guard. During the meet-
ings, matters of mutual 
interests and the steps for 
joint maritime security 
were discussed.
On the occasion, the Naval 
Chief appreciated the par-
ticipation of naval forces in 
the AMAN-2021 exercise 
despite Coronavirus.

Aman-21 to 
promote 
regional 

cooperation
From Page 01
Pakistan Navy, every two 
years since 2007 aimed at 
practicing operational drills 
and manoeuvres counter-
ing non traditional threats 
and improving upon joint 
operations at sea through 
effective Maritime Domain 
Awareness (MDA) with fo-
cus on enhancing operation-
al skills & interoperability 
in a diverse maritime envi-
ronment.
CJCSC lauded the profes-
sionalism of participants 
and appreciated efforts of 
Pakistan Navy in conducting 
the multinational exercise 
in a befitting manner.
CJCSC also emphasised that 
Pakistan is demonstrating 
its commitment to forge 
peaceful co existance & 
shared global cooperation. 
AMAN 2021 successfully 
exhibits efforts made by 
Pakistan in line with our vi-
sion for regional peace and 
stability, CJCSC concluded.
Earlier, Chairman CJCSC 
also witnessed the Inter-
national Band Display 
by Navies from different 
countries. CNS Admiral M 
Amjad Khan Niazi was also 
present on the occasion.

Non-
resolution of 

public
From Page 01
seven others. Around 833 
officers were directed to be 
careful in future and expla-
nation was sought from 111 
others. However, the perfor-
mance of 403 officers was 
appreciated in the report.
The secretaries of infor-
mation, agriculture, excise 
and irrigation in Punjab had 
been written to improve 
their performance.
While directing the officers 
to improve their perfor-
mance for public relief, the 
PM Office said the purpose 
of issuing warning letters 
was to caution the officers 
concerned. All out steps 
were being taken to extend 
facilities to the people as 
per the prime minister’s vi-
sion, the PM Office added.
It has been observed that 
complaints of ordinary na-
ture are immediately re-
solved when one resorts to 
the Citizen Portal however 
complaints that involve big-
wig are hardly resolved. The 
Prime Minister office has 
been requested by the Cit-
izens to direct relevant au-
thorities to also address all 
such complaints on priority.

Upsets 
US Open 
champion 
Thiem at 
Aus Open

MELBOURNE: A tired-look-
ing  Dominic Thiem became 
the highest seed to fall at this 
year’s Australian Open when 
the US Open champion was 
sent tumbling out in straight 
sets by Grigor Dimitrov in 
the fourth round Sunday. The 
Austrian third seed, last year’s 
losing finalist, appeared to lack 
energy after rallying to beat 
Nick Kyrgios over five gruel-
ling sets on Friday in front of 
a raucous crowd. He struggled 
to match the intensity of the 
18th-seeded Bulgarian on a si-
lent, fan-free Rod Laver Arena 
and slumped out 6-4, 6-4, 6-0 in 
2hr 1min. Former world num-
ber three Dimitrov will now 
play giant-killing Russian quali-
fier Aslan Karatsev in the quar-
ter-finals after he stunned 20th 
seed Felix Auger-Aliassime 
over five sets. “I feel great. 
Throughout every season you 
have one of those matches 
where you just keep the ball 
rolling and today was just one 
of these days,” Dimitrov said.
“I was entirely just trying to fo-
cus on what I was doing ... I had 
to very composed against him. 
Dominic is an extraordinary 
player.” Dimitrov, who has yet 
to drop a set, has now reached 
the quarter-finals or better in 
Melbourne four times, with his 
best showing in 2017 when he 
lost an epic five-set semi-final 
to Rafael Nadal. Thiem looked 
to be in charge when he raced 
into a 3-1 lead, but Dimitrov 
came storming back in an en-
ergy-sapping 14-minute game 
to break back with a backhand 
passing shot. – APP
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NZ orders Auckland into 
lockdown after virus found

Foreign Desk

AUCKLAND: New Zealand Prime Min-
ister Jacinda Ardern ordered the city 
of Auckland into a three-day lockdown 
on Sunday after three unexplained 
Covid-19 cases emerged in the com-
munity. The 1.7 million residents of 
New Zealand’s largest city were told to 
stay at home from midnight, when the 
level-three Covid-19 lockdown begins, 
with schools and businesses to close 
except for essential services.
Ardern said the lockdown is “just 
in case it could be one of the more 
transmissible strains of Covid that 
we need to act with a high degree of 

caution around”. The prime minister 
announced the move after an urgent 
meeting with other top lawmakers in 
the Cabinet. She said they decided to 
take a cautious approach until they 
find out more about the outbreak.
The lockdown is the first in New Zea-
land in six months and represents 
a significant setback in the nation’s 
largely successful efforts to control 
the virus. New Zealand had successful-
ly stamped out community spread, and 
many people elsewhere in the world 
looked on in envy as New Zealanders 
went back to work and began attend-
ing concerts and sporting events with-
out the need to wear masks or take 
other precautions. Indeed, Ardern on 

Sunday had planned to attend the Big 
Gay Out, an Auckland festival that cel-
ebrates the rainbow community and 
attracts tens of thousands of people. 
She ended up canceling those plans 
and returning to Wellington to manage 
the outbreak. “I’m asking New Zea-
landers to continue to be strong and 
to be kind,” Ardern said at a hastily 
arranged press conference on Sunday 
evening. “I know we all feel the same 
way when this happens. We all get that 
sense of ‘Not again.’ But remember, 
we have been here before and that 
means we know how to get out of this 
again, and that is together.”
New Zealand’s greatest vulnerability 
has been at the border.

DNA

BAKU: The working group 
of the Azerbaijani parlia-
ment on Azerbaijan-US in-
ter-parliamentary relations 
made a statement, Trend 
reports referring to the 
Azerbaijani parliament.
The statement was made 
in connection with a letter 
that some members of the 
US Senate addressed to US 
President Joseph Biden on 
February 9, 2021.
The senators who signed 
the letter criticized Turkey 
for supporting Azerbaijan, 
as the country ensured its 
territorial integrity and re-
solved the Armenia-Azer-
baijan Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict based on the prin-

ciples and norms of inter-
national law. In this regard, 
the statement of the Work-
ing Group of the Azerbaijani 
parliament on the Azerbai-
jan-US inter-parliamentary 
relations says:
“The letter addressed to 
President Biden by some 
members of the US Senate 
on February 9, 2021, caused 
our great surprise and regret. 
In this regard, as members of 
the Working Group on the 
Azerbaijan-US inter-parlia-
mentary relations, we state 
the following: Most of the 
US senators who signed this 
letter have never called on 
Armenia to end the occupa-
tion of the internationally 
recognized territories of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan which 
lasted for 30 years.

Azeri parliament 
responds to US Senators 

in its statement

Atif to feature in 
PSL 6 opening 

ceremony 
Sports Desk

KARACHI: One of the most 
popular singers among youth 
Atif Aslam is part of the 
star-studded Pakistan Super 
League’s (PSL) season six 
opening ceremony line-up. 
Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and bio-secure bub-
ble, there will be no opening 
ceremony at the National 
Stadium, Karachi. The vir-
tual show is being filmed in 
Turkey currently which will 
go live before the opening 

fixture between Karachi 
Kings and Quetta Gladiators 
on February 20. According to 
reports, rockstar Atif has re-
corded his performance. PSL 
6 anthem’s artists including 
Aima Baig, Naseebo Lal, and 
Young Stunners have already 
arrived in Turkey for the 
shoot. Remember, the gov-
ernment had allowed only 20 
percent crowd at both PSL 6 
venues. 7500 ticketed people 
in Karachi and 5500 ticketed 
people in Lahore will be able 
to watch each PSL 6 match 
live at the stadium. MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic reacts during the men’s singles 4th round match between Novak Djok-

ovic of Serbia and Milos Raonic of Canada at the Australian Open 2021 tennis tournament. – Agencies
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BEIJING: The expansion of Pa-
kistan’s e-commerce market and 
the substantial growth of its turn-
over are the result of the correct 
policies adopted by the Pakistani 
government led by Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Cheng 
Xizhong, Visiting Professor at 
Southwest University of Political 
Science and Law, Senior Fellow of 
the Charhar Institute said on Sun-
day. “In my point of view, the ex-
pansion of Pakistan’s e-commerce 
market and the substantial growth 
of its turnover are the result of the 
correct policies adopted by the Pa-
kistani government in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic,”� he said 
in an article published by China 
Economic Net (CEN).

This is also closely related to the 
cooperation between Chinese 
e-commerce enterprises and local 
partners in Pakistan, and one of 
the main reasons why Pakistan’s 
economy had recovered so quick-
ly, he added.
Prof Cheng said, due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, consumers had 
all shifted from offline to online 
purchases. As consumers contin-
ue to avoid making in-store pur-
chases, the e-commerce market 
will see additional growth in the 
years ahead. It is predicted by 
some international authoritative 
institutions that the e-commerce 
market will grow by 11% per an-
num. In the field of e-commerce, 
China has been playing a leading 
role in the world. Due to the great 

role of e-commerce, China be-
came the only country among the 
world’s major economies to grow 
positively last year despite the 
severe novel coronavirus pneu-
monia. China has the most mo-
bile users in the world and more 
e-commerce activities than any 
other country. In 2020, Chinese 
consumers spent more than RMB 
35 trillion online – more than the 
UK and US combined.
In the past few years, China’s 
e-commerce has developed rap-
idly, and the COVID-19 pandemic 
has accelerated the expansion 
of e-commerce. China`s retail 
e-commerce business in 2019 in-
creased 27.3% to $1.935 trillion 
– making up 36.6% of total retail 
sales, according to Digital Data 

and Research Company eMarkter. 
The company also predicted that 
Chinese retail e-commerce sales 
would maintain its strong growth 
in the next few years.
With the rapid growth of the num-
ber of Internet users, the continu-
ous progress of information tech-
nology, and the rapid development 
of logistics industry, e-commerce 
is showing a blowout. As I see, Pa-
kistan has only made a good start 
in developing e-commerce market. 
Pakistan is an emerging economy 
with huge potential for e-com-
merce.  Vigorously developing 
e-commerce can not only create a 
lot of employment opportunities, 
but also accelerate the develop-
ment of the whole national econ-
omy. As for how to adapt to the 

increasingly strong trend of e-com-
merce, he suggested that first, the 
government should timely study 
the new trend of e-commerce, and 
take targeted measures to create 
a fair and open online shopping 
environment.
Second, the government should 
formulate a series of new policies 
to help e-commerce enterprises 
develop in the fields of taxation, 
employment, financing, venture 
capital and entrepreneurship 
guidance, etc. Third, we should 
speed up talent cultivation so as 
to build a solid foundation for the 
fast development of e-commerce. 
The government, enterprises and 
educational institutions should 
jointly train talents needed for 
e-commerce development.– APP

‘E-com accelerating economic recovery in Pak’
I This is also closely related to the cooperation between Chinese e-commerce enterprises and local partners 

in Pakistan, and one of the main reasons why Pakistan’s economy had recovered so quickly, he added
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Bitcoin nears 

$50,000 
as it reaches 

record
Web Desk

NEW YORK: Bitcoin 
reached a new record 
on Sunday rising above 
$49,000 for the first time.
The world’s largest cryp-
tocurrency reached about 
$49,344 earlier in the day, 
and was around $49,202 as 
of 10:20am in London.
It is now up about 70% so 
far this year. Rival crypto-
currency Ether hit a record 
on Saturday and is up about 
150% year-to-date.
Bitcoin has been buoyed in 
recent months by endorse-
ments from the likes of 
Paul Tudor Jones and Stan 
Druckenmiller. Bloomberg 
reported earlier that Mor-
gan Stanley may bet on 
Bitcoin in its $150 billion 
investment arm, following 
news late last week that 
BNY Mellon plans to ser-
vice cryptocurrencies for its 
clients. And that is after Te-
sla Inc put about $1.5 billion 
into Bitcoin. Sceptics warn 
the asset class could be in a 
bubble, however.
“With each major announce-
ment like the one BNY Mel-
lon made, other institutions 
are spurred to more rapid 
adoption and deployment 
of digital assets,” said Pat-
rick Campos, chief strategy 
officer at Securrency, a de-
veloper of blockchain-based 
financial and regulatory 
technology, on Friday.
“Tesla’s recent announce-
ment will embolden other 
large corporates and insti-
tutions to accept crypto 
as not just a worthy asset 
class, but perhaps even an 
essential one. More impor-
tant is the corresponding 
build-out of institutional 
services to support these 
developments will trigger 
other digital assets-related 
developments within those 
institutions and in the larger 
ecosystem.”

UK strain of 
the corona 
spreads in 

Iran
Web Desk

TEHRAN: It can be said 
that the “British” strain of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic has already 
spread in Iran, Iranian Min-
ister of Health and Medical 
Education Saeed Namaki 
said, Trend reports.
He made the remark at a 
meeting of rectors of medi-
cal universities held in a vid-
eo-conference format.
The minister said that the 
recent death of a 71-year-
old woman who did not go 
anywhere in Tehran as a 
result of a mutated virus, 
and similar incidents in the 
cities of Abyek in Qazvin 
Province and Hashtgerd in 
Alborz Province prove that 
a new strain of the virus has 
spread in Iran. Namaki add-
ed that the mutated version 
of the coronavirus is a seri-
ous alarm for Iran that calls 
for additional measures to 
prevent the spread of the 
virus. “The mutated corona-
virus has already destroyed 
the most powerful health 
care system in Europe. The 
difficult days are beginning 
for Iran. Therefore, Iran 
must be ready to fight this 
virus,” he noted. According 
to the minister, the inci-
dence and mortality of mu-
tated coronavirus cases are 
many times higher than that 
of the previous version.

Saudi Arabia 
extends 

entertainment 
restrictions

Foreign Desk 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has 
extended by 20 days re-
strictions on entertainment 
activities, gatherings, and 
dine-in restaurant services 
to curb the spread of coro-
navirus, state news agency 
SPA said, citing an interior 
ministry statement.
The announcement extends 
a set of measures brought 
in 10 days ago and includes 
cinema and indoor sports 
centre closures. The re-
strictions, which come into 
effect from 10pm local time 
on Sunday evening, could 
be extended again, the min-
istry statement said.
Two weeks ago Saudi sus-
pended entry to the king-
dom from 20 countries, 
with the exception of Sau-
di citizens, diplomats and 
medical practitioners and 
their families.

Huge rallies in Myanmar 
as army steps up arrests

“While the international community is condemning the coup, Min Aung Hlaing is using every 
tool he has to instigate fears and instabilities,” activist Wai Hnin Pwint Thon from the UK-based 

rights group Burma Campaign UK said on Twitter, referring to the army chief

Foreign Desk

YANGON: Tens of thousands 
of people have taken to the 
streets in Myanmar’s big 
cities for a ninth day of an-
ti-coup demonstrations, as 
the country’s new military 
rulers rolled back laws pro-
tecting freedom and stepped 
up the arrests of politicians 
and activists. Engineering 
students marched through 
downtown Yangon, Myan-
mar’s biggest city, on Sunday, 
wearing white and carrying 
placards demanding the re-
lease of former leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi, who has been in 
detention since the military 
overthrew her elected gov-
ernment on February 1.

A convoy of motorbikes and 
cars drove through the capi-
tal, Naypyidaw.
In the southeastern coastal 
town of Dawei, a band played 
the drums in shadows cast by 
awnings as crowds marched 
under the hot sun. At least 
six policemen joined that pro-
test, according to the Myan-
mar Now website.
And in the central town of 
Myingyan, huge crowds ral-
lied on the streets, carrying 
placards that called for Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s release and 
denouncing “propaganda” 
by the state-run MRTV and 
MWD television stations. In 
Waimaw, in the far northern 
Kachin state on the banks of 
the Irrawaddy River, crowds 
carried flags and sang revo-

lutionary songs. Many of the 
protesters nationwide held 
up images of Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s face. Her detention, on 
charges of importing walk-
ie-talkies, is due to expire 
on Monday. More than 384 
people have been arrested 
since the coup, the monitor-
ing group Assistance Associ-
ation for Political Prisoners 
said, in a wave of mostly 
nightly arrests. “While the 
international community is 
condemning the coup, Min 
Aung Hlaing is using every 
tool he has to instigate fears 
and instabilities,” activist 
Wai Hnin Pwint Thon from 
the UK-based rights group 
Burma Campaign UK said 
on Twitter, referring to the 
army chief. Many protesters 

in Yangon carried signs call-
ing on authorities to “stop 
kidnapping people at night”.
Residents banded together 
late on Saturday to patrol 
streets in Yangon and the 
country’s second-largest city 
Mandalay, fearing arrest 
raids as well as common 
crimes after the military 
ordered the release of thou-
sands of prisoners. In differ-
ent neighbourhoods, groups 
of mostly young men banged 
on pots and pans to sound 
the alarm as they chased 
down who they believed to be 
suspicious characters.
Worries about criminal activ-
ity have soared since Friday, 
when the military govern-
ment announced it would 
free 23,000 prisoners, saying 

the move was consistent with 
“establishing a new demo-
cratic state with peace, devel-
opment and discipline” and 
would “please the public”.
Unverified pictures on social 
media have fuelled rumours 
that criminals are trying to 
stir unrest by setting fires or 
poisoning water supplies.
Tin Myint, a resident of 
Sanchaung township in Yan-
gon, was among the crowds 
who detained a group of four 
people suspected of carrying 
out an attack in the neigh-
bourhood. “We think the 
military intends to cause vio-
lence with these criminals by 
infiltrating them into peace-
ful protests,” he said.
He cited pro-democracy 
demonstrations in 1988, 

when the military was widely 
accused of releasing crimi-
nals into the population to 
stage attacks, later citing the 
unrest as a justification for 
extending their own power. 
The government and army 
could not be reached for com-
ment. Also late on Saturday, 
the army reinstated a law 
requiring people to report 
overnight visitors to their 
homes, allowed security 
forces to detain suspects 
and search private property 
without court approval.
It also issued arrest warrants 
for seven high profile critics 
of military rule over their 
comments on social media 
and threatened action against 
members of the public who 
shelter the fugitives.

‘Foreign tours 
help boost 

exports’
LAHORE: Pakistan Carpet 
Manufacturers and Export-
ers Association (PCMAEA) 
senior vice-chairman Riaz 
Ahmed Sunday praising 
Punjab Governor Chaudhry 
Muhammad Sarwar’s visit 
to Uzbekistan with the busi-
ness community said such 
measures could help boost 
exports of the country.
He expressed these views 
while talking to a visiting del-
egation at the association’s of-
fice. Senior central leader Ab-
dul Latif Malik, Muhammad 
Akbar Malik, Saeed Khan, 
Major (retd) Akhtar Nazir, 
Daniel Hanif, Faisal Saeed 
Khan, Mian Atiq-ur-Rehman, 
Ali Manzoor Malik and others 
were also present on the oc-
casion. Riaz Ahmed said the 
government should devise a 
policy to organize such visits 
and arrange single country 
exhibitions at the level of del-
egations with the private sec-
tor and allocate special funds 
for this in the budget for the 
next financial year. He said 
that after the cessation of the 
Corona epidemic, any govern-
ment official visiting abroad 
should take with them peo-
ple from the export sector, 
which would not only ensure 
the meetings of delegations 
at the government level, but 
also be sustainable and help-
ful in making agreements. 

Japan: Over 
100 injured 
in powerful 
earthquake

Foreign Desk

TOKYO: Over 100 injuries 
were reported after a mag-
nitude 7.3 earthquake hit 
northeastern Japan on Sat-
urday, according to local 
media Sunday. “Injuries 
were reported in Fukushi-
ma and Miyagi prefectures 
and six others, including 
Chiba, Kanagawa and Saita-
ma, all neighboring Tokyo. 
The quake was felt in sever-
al other areas including the 
capital,” the Kyodo News 
Agency said, adding that 
there have been no deaths 
attributed to the earth-
quake. It also said there was 
no tsunami following the 
disaster. The Japan Mete-
orological Agency said the 
powerful tremor off Fukush-
ima occurred at 11.07 p.m. 
local time (1407GMT) 60 
kilometers (37 miles) below 
the surface. The agency not-
ed that the initial informa-
tion of 7.1 magnitude and 
11.08 p.m. occurrence time 
were later updated.

Thirteen 
Turkish 
civilians 

killed by PKK 

Foreign Desk

ISTANBUL: Kurdish fight-
ers in northern Iraq killed 
13 Turkish civilians as mili-
tary operations against the 
group began last week, Tur-
key’s military chief said.
Turkish forces complet-
ed a military operation in 
the area with 48 Kurdish 
fighters and three Turkish 
soldiers killed during three 
days of clashes, according 
to Minister of National De-
fense Hulusi Akar.
In a news conference on 
Sunday, Akar said those 
from the Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party (PKK) who were 
killed included three sen-
ior members of the armed 
group, adding two fighters 
were captured alive. Three 
Turkish soldiers were also 
wounded in the operation.
Turkey on Wednesday 
launched the mission 
dubbed Claw-Eagle 2 
against PKK fighters holed 
up in the northern Iraqi 
region of Gara. Akar said 
Turkish civilians recently 
abducted by the PKK were 
found dead in one of the 
group’s hideouts, which was 
captured by Turkish troops 
during the offensive.
“In a search of a cave taken 
under control, the bodies of 
13 of our abducted citizens 
were found. In a first inspec-
tion it was determined that 
12 of our innocent and un-
armed citizens were shot in 
the head and martyred and 
one shot in the shoulder and 
martyred,” Akar said.
“According to initial infor-
mation given by two ter-
rorists captured alive, our 
citizens were martyred at 
the start of the operation 
by the terrorist responsible 
for the cave,” he said at the 
operation’s control centre 
near the Iraq border, which 
he was visiting with military 
officials. In 2017, Turkey’s 
foreign ministry said An-
kara was working to bring 
back citizens kidnapped by 
the PKK, after Turkish me-
dia reported two Turkish in-
telligence officers had been 
captured in Iraq.
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KABUL: Former Afghan ambassador to Pakistan met  Stefano Pontecorvo NATO senior civilian representative for Afghanistan. – DNA

Pakistan permits China’s 
Anhui Zhifei for clinical trials

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s drug regula-
tor has granted permission to a Chi-
nese company for third phase clinical 
trials of its Covid-19 vaccine candidate 
in the country. “The clinical trials com-
mittee of the Drug Regulatory Author-
ity of Pakistan (DRAP) has granted 
permission to China’s Anhui Zhifei 
longcom for clinical trials of its vac-
cine,” sources said. China’s bio-phar-
maceutical company, Anhui Zhifei had 

sought permission for clinical trials in 
Pakistan in December 2020, sources 
said. The Chinese pharma company in-
itially, will conduct third phase clinical 
trials of its Covid-19 vaccine candidate 
in Karachi and Lahore. Anhui Zhifei 
longcom will conduct its vaccine’s clin-
ical trials in Karachi at a private hospi-
tal, while in Lahore at the University 
of Health Sciences and another private 
health facility, according to sources.
“In Pakistan 9,000 volunteers will partic-
ipate in clinical trials of the Anhui Zhi-
fei vaccine,” sources said. According to 

sources, Anhui Zhifei had prepared its 
Covid vaccine in May 2020 under the ae-
gis of the Chinese Company of Sciences. 
The company had conducted the phase I 
and phase II trials in June 2020, in which 
the vaccine was found safe and effective 
against the disease. Around 29,000 vol-
unteers are participating in third phase 
of the clinical trials of the vaccine in dif-
ferent countries. Anhui Zhifei has been 
second Chinese company holding trials 
of its vaccine in Pakistan. Earlier, CanSi-
no Bio has completed clinical trials of its 
vaccine in Pakistan.

MOLDOVA:. Pakistan Ambassador to Moldova Zafar Iqbal posing for picture with  the 
president of moldova Madam Maia Sandu after presenting his credentials. – DNA

DNA

MOLDOVA: The  Ambassa-
dor of Pakistan to Romania 
Dr. Zafar Iqbal , who is also 
concurrently accredited 
Ambassador to Moldova, 
presented his Letter of 
Credence to the President 
of the Republic of Moldo-
va, Her Excellency Madam 
Maia Sandu at a ceremo-
ny held at the Presidency 
in Chisinau.  During the 
discussion after the cer-
emony, President Maia 
Sandu underscored the 

importance that Moldova 
attached to its relationship 
with Pakistan. Dr. Zafar 
Iqbal, in turn, expressed 
that he would strive to 
strengthen bilateral ties 
and explore ways of fur-
thering trade, investment 
and economic cooperation 
as well as people-to-people 
links between Pakistan 
and Moldova. Diplomatic 
ties between Pakistan and 
Moldova were formally estab-
lished soon after Moldova’s 
independence and since then 
both countries have enjoyed 
warm friendly relations.

‘Moldova keen 
to expand ties 
with Pakistan’

Putin accuses west 
of using Navalny

MOSCOW: Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin on 
Sunday accused the West of 
using jailed opposition fig-
ure Alexei Navalny to try to 
“contain” Russia.
“Our opponents or our po-
tential opponents... have 
always relied on -- and used 
-- ambitious, power-hungry 
people,” Putin said in an in-
terview with Russian media 
conducted on Wednesday 
but only broadcast on Sunday 
by public channel Rossiya 
24. Putin suggested that the 
wave of protests recently 
held across Russia in the 
wake of Navalny’s arrest and 
imprisonment had also been 
fed from abroad, against the 
backdrop of the widespread 

“exhaustion, frustration and 
dissatisfaction” arising from 
the coronavirus pandemic.
He said that Russia’s “nu-
merous successes” on a 
military level, but also in its 
management of the Covid-19 
crisis and the development of 
the Sputnik V vaccine, were 
“starting to irritate” Mos-
cow’s opponents. 
“The stronger we become, 
the stronger this contain-
ment policy,” Putin said.
Navalny, a persistent thorn 
in Putin’s side, was arrested 
on his return from Germany, 
where he had been recov-
ering from a poisoning he 
claims was carried out by the 
Kremlin and the Russian se-
curity services, FSB. – APP
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‘PPP can only 
win 10 seats 
from Sindh’

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Science and Tech-
nology Fawad Chaudhry has 
said that Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) can only win 
ten Senate seats from Sindh 
if they buy other party 
members Fawad Chaudhry, 
in a tweet, said that the PPP 
has been opposing open 
balloting for the coming 
Senate elections to keep up 
its vote-purchase tradition. 
The minister asked the Su-
preme Court to make the 
chief minister’s statement 
part of its proceedings on 
the presidential reference 
on Senate open vote.

‘National 
economy 
gradually 

stabilizing’
DNA

SWABI: Speaker National 
Assembly Asad Qaiser said 
the national economy is 
gradually stabilizing due to 
prudent policies of the in-
cumbent government.
Addressing a workers’ con-
vention in district Swabi on 
Sunday, he said the hard 
times are over and now the 
journey of development and 
prosperity has started.
Asad Qaiser said the gov-
ernment has launched a 
number of development 
projects across the coun-
try to improve connectiv-
ity, boost trade activities 
besides ensuring employ-
ment opportunities. About 
Pak-Afghan relations, he 
said the people of both 
countries have same cul-
ture and religion and the 
government is trying hard 
to enhance trade activities 
with Central Asian states 
through Afghanistan.
He said Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani will soon vis-
it Pakistan for extension 
of bilateral trade relations 
between the two countries.
About PDM strikes, Asad 
Qaiser said they have no 
public welfare agenda and 
the government cannot be 
removed through marches.

Over 100 
submit 

papers for 
Senate

Nehal Miraj

ISLAMABAD: Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) on 
Sunday said that at least 100 
candidates submitted their 
nomination papers so far with 
Returning Officers (ROs) for 
contesting election on Sen-
ate vacant seats to be held 
on March 3. According to 
officials, 17 candidates have 
filed their nomination papers 
from Punjab, 22 from Sindh, 
30 from Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, 25 from Balochistan 
and six from Islamabad. As 
many as 23 nomination pa-
pers have been submitted for 
Women seats while eight for 
Non-Muslim and 18 nomina-
tion papers have been sub-
mitted for Technocrats and 
Ulema seats besides 51 for 
General seats. He said that 
the commission had already 
extended the date for filing 
nomination papers for senate 
election from February 13 to 
February 15 on written and 
verbal requests from various 
forums to facilitate the candi-
dates. He said that the ECP 
had appointed five Returning 
Officers for Islamabad and 
four provinces while the can-
didates could file their nom-
ination papers on Saturday 
also with ROs.
He said that the polling will 
be held on March 3 on 48 
seats, two in Islamabad, 11 
each in Punjab and Sindh, 
and 12 each in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and Balochistan 
that will fall vacant on the 
expiration of the term of 
the members. He said that 
the polling would be held 
from 0900 hours to 1700 
hours simultaneously in 
Parliament House, Islama-
bad, and provincial assem-
bly buildings in Punjab, 
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa and Balochistan.
A public notice has already 
been issued by returning of-
ficers for inviting nomination 
papers. The nominated can-
didates will be announced on 
February 16, while the date 
for scrutiny of nomination 
papers will be February 17 to 
February 18.

‘Govt provides 
assistance 
to 15 mln 
laborers’

PESHAWAR: Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on Poverty Allevi-
ation and Social Safety Dr 
Sania Nishtar expressed her 
satisfaction over successful 
efforts of government to cope 
with COVID19 situation and 
reaching out to the homes of 
15 million labor class people 
affected by the pandemic. In 
her visit to Provincial Election 
Commission Office Peshawar 
for submitting her documents 
for forthcoming Senate Elec-
tion, Dr. Sania Nishtar said 
the situation created due to 
COVID19 was extraordinary 
which affected people of the 
globe including Pakistan. “We 
approached 15 million daily 
wagers and others in need 
through Ehsaas Kafalat Pro-
gram, delivered cash money to 
run their household affairs and 
feed their families. Most of the 
laborers and daily wagers stuck 
far from their homes in other 
cities because of the closure of 
inter-cities transport,” she said. 
“We are thankful to Almighty 
and the team working under 
the leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan to access these 
people timely and addressing 
their problem through Ehsaas 
Kafalat Program,” she said. Un-
der the umbrella of the Ehsaas 
Program, the Prime Minister 
formed a labor expert group 
at the international labor day 
last year, to prepare recom-
mendations for addressing 
income, health and social 
security issues of workers in 
the informal sector. – DNA
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China’s 3rd 
Covid-19 vaccine 
enters Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has become the 1st country 
in the whole world as a recipient of the third Chinese 
vaccine “ZF2001” to boost up its COVID-19 vaccination 
drive, Gwadar Pro reported on Sunday. Before, Pakistan 
has already welcomed CanSino and Sinopharm. The third 
Chinese Vaccine is being co-developed by Anhui Zhifei 
Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co. Ltd, and the Institute 
of Microbiology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 
Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) has ap-
proved ZF2001’s last stage trails usually called Phase 
III Clinical Trials in order to pave its way for emergency 
use authentication shortly. University of Health Scienc-
es (UHS) spokesperson Dr Shehnoor Azhar said,“With 
its reliability and performance against new COVID-19 
variants, it seems to be very effective in triggering im-
munity response.” “Given the third phase trial, approxi-
mately around 10000 trial participants will be allowed to 
join the trials to be conducted in UHS, National Defense 
Hospital and Agha Khan Hospital. – DNA

COVID-19 claims 
31 more lives

Serena Hotels host “Embroidering 
Dreams” exhibition at Bazaar Court

Ansar M. Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Behbud 
Association in collabora-
tion with Serena Hotels 
arranged Crafts Bazaar 
at Serena Hotel Court 
Bazaar. A number of 
business concerns par-
ticipated in the Crafts 
bazaar and showcased 
their products.
Various stalls were es-
tablished where tra-
ditional items from 
these areas were dis-
played. The diplomatic 
community particular-
ly evinced interest in 
handcrafts and hand-
made traditional dress-
es. CEO Serena Hotels 
Central and East Asia 
Aziz Boolani inaugurat-
ed the Crafts bazaar. 
General Manager Is-
lamabad Serena Hotel 
Michel A Galopin was 
also present during the 
inauguration.
The visitors and exhibi-
tors praised Serena ho-
tels for facilitating such 
an impressive event and 
providing the people 
with an opportunity of 
buying traditional hand-
icrafts and other stuff. 
The visitors said crafts 
festival was nothing less 
than a treasure hunt and 
a chance to enlarge peo-
ple’s collections without  

burning  a hole in their 
pocket. CEO Serena Ho-

tels Aziz Boolani assured 
that his organization 

would continue to hold 
such events with a view 

to promoting cultural and 
traditional heritage of Pa-

kistan. (Full Coverage of 
the event in the March 

issue of CENTRELINE 
magazine)

Mushahid lauds Pakistan 
Navy’s maritime diplomacy

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  February: Senator 
Mushahid Hussain Sayed, Chairman, 
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, 
has lauded Pakistan Navy’s Maritime 
Diplomacy as an example of Pakistan’s 
soft power outreach and ability to 
bring 45 diverse countries and navies 
on a common platform of peace in the 
Indian Ocean Region. He was deliver-
ing the Keynote Address at the Inter-
national Maritime Conference organ-
ised by National Institute of Maritime 
Affairs (NIMA), as part of the Pakistan 
Navy’s AMAN exercises.
Senator Mushahid quoted senior for-
mer Indian Ambassador MK Bhadhra-
kumar as terming AMAN 2021 ‘a 
spectacular display of Pakistan’s 
uniqueness as a regional power’ while 
he also criticised India for ‘a failed 
Pakistan policy’. Sen Mushahid ap-
preciated the Pakistan Navy’s positive 
regional role in peacetime, particularly 
anti-piracy operations and humanitar-
ian help to victims of conflicts and 
natural disasters in the Indian Ocean 
Region. Referring to the geopolitical 
context,  he talked about about the re-
surgence of the ‘Asian Century’ with an 
inexorable shift in the global balance of 
economic & political power from the 
West to the East. Senator Mushahid 
Hussain also analysed two contrasting 
visions for the future of Asia. There is 
China’s Belt & Road Initiative (BRI), 

of which CPEC is the flagship, which 
focuses on connectivity and cooper-
ation, with over 100 countries signed 
on to BRI. Conversely, there is talk of 
a ‘New Cold War’ through policies that 
seek ‘containment’ of China, led by the 
Quad of 4 countries: US, India, Japan 
and Australia. Talking of Pakistan’s 
foreign relations, he referred to Quaid 
eAzam’s vision of ‘peace within and 
peace without’, hence, Pakistan’s ex-
panding role in regional connectivity. 
He said today Pakistan has ‘strategic 
space’ with CPEC, Pakistan’s pivotal 
role on peace in Afghanistan, India 
increasingly mired in its own prob-
lems due to Modi’s shortsighted pol-
icies and a less interventionist, more 
inward-looking USA under President 
Biden. Given this context, Senator 
Mushahid Hussain proposed a 3-point 
plan of policy doables to promote 
‘Maritime Diplomacy’.
First, since 50,000 square kilometres 
has been added to Pakistan’s seabed 
territory, from 200 nautical miles to 

350 nautical miles, thanks to a UN 
ruling of the Conference of the Law 
of the Sea, the Government must ini-
tiate and implement a comprehensive 
Maritime commercial policy, with the 
Continental Shelf in the Indian Ocean 
as the core, and Pakistan Navy in the 
lead role.
Second, Pakistan should be the bridge 
between CAREC, the 11 country Coop-
eration forum for Central Asian coun-
tries, and RCEP, the 15 country free 
trade agreement in Southeast Asia. 
China is member of both CAREC and 
RCEP, while India is member of nei-
ther. That will open up huge economic 
opportunities. Third, in the wake of 
this successful ‘Maritime Diplomacy’, 
Pakistan needs to take a regional in-
itiative on related issues of Climate 
Change and Cultural Tourism, which 
can provide a basis for regional coop-
eration on areas of common interest. 
Pakistan is among the 5 top vulnerable 
countries to the vagaries of Climate 
Change, with South Asia’s 500 million 
people living along the coastline facing 
the challenge of global warming. On 
Cultural Tourism, he referred to open-
ing up of Kartarpur Corridor for the 
Sikh Community, the Buddhist histor-
ic sites in Taxila and Takhtbai as well 
as Hindu holy sites. Other speakers 
in the session included Naval leaders 
from Indonesia & Nigeria, as well as 
academic, Professor Huma Baqai. 
There was an animated question/answer 
session at the end of the Seminar.

First, since 50,000 square kilometres has been added to Pakistan’s seabed 
territory, from 200 nautical miles to 350 nautical miles, thanks to a UN rul-
ing of the Conference of the Law of the Sea, the Government must initiate 

and implement a comprehensive Maritime commercial policy, with the Con-
tinental Shelf in the Indian Ocean as the core, Pak Navy in the lead role

‘PPP can only win 10 
seats from Sindh’

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Science and Technolo-
gy Fawad Chaudhry has said that Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) can only win ten Senate seats from Sindh if they buy 
other party members Fawad Chaudhry, in a tweet, said that 
the PPP has been opposing open balloting for the coming 
Senate elections to keep up its vote-purchase tradition. The 
minister asked the Supreme Court to make the chief minis-
ter’s statement part of its proceedings on the presidential
reference on Senate open vote. – DNA

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: The vacci-
nation of front line health-
care workers was under-
way across the country 
where national tally on 
Sunday of total active 
COVID-19 cases recorded 
25,635 with 1,404 more 
people tested positive for 
the deadly virus and 1,387 
people recovered from the 
disease during the last 24 
hours. During the last 24 
hours most of the deaths 
had occurred in Sindh fol-
lowed by the Punjab. Max-
imum ventilators were 
occupied in four major 
areas including Multan 
37 percent, Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) 
30 percent, Peshawar 25 
percent and Lahore 37per-

cent. Around 525,087 peo-
ple have recovered from 
the disease so far across 
Pakistan making it a sig-
nificant count with over 
90 percent recovery ratio 
of the affected patients. 
Since the pandemic out-
break, a total of 563,029 
cases were detected that 
also included the per-
ished, recovered and un-
der treatment COVID-19 
patients so far, including 
AJK 9,448, Balochistan 
18,929, GB 4,940, ICT 
42,590, KP 69,778, Pun-
jab 163,833 and Sindh 
253,511. About 12,307 
deaths were recorded in 
country since the erup-
tion of the contagion. 
Around 4,212 perished 
in Sindh among 13 of 
them died during past 
24 hours.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan had 
decided to extend the exist-
ing Transit Trade Agreement 
(TTA) for another three 
months with Afghanistan. 
In a tweet uploaded on Sun-
day, Pakistan Special Envoy 
to Afghanistan Muhammad 
Sadiq said the extension has 
been awarded at the request 
of the government in Kabul. 
He further said: “We hope 
that negotiations on the new 
transit trade agreement 
will be concluded during 
these three months.” The 
envoy said economic diplo-

macy should lead bilateral 
relations between the two 
states. In an earlier tweet 
posted on Saturday, Am-
bassador Sadiq extended 
congratulations after the 
first transit consignment to 
Central Asia passed through 
the Ghulam Khan crossing. 
He said: “This route is the 
shortest between Pakistan’s 
coast and Afghanistan and 
beyond. Residents of Khost 
province celebrated this de-
velopment which will create 
jobs in Khost and North Wa-
ziristan.” – DNA

Pakistan extends 
TTA with Afghanistan 

for three months


