
PM Imran 
wasted 

nation’s time
Staff Report

SLAMABAD: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-
N a w a z 
( P M L - N ) 
senior leader 
Shahid Kh-
aqan Abbasi 

Tuesday said Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan wasted 
the nation’s time by edited 
video of the phone calls that 
he received yesterday.  The 
former premier talked to 
media and said expensive 
petrol and electricity have 
made the lives of people 
difficult but the rulers are 
unconcerned. Tax of Rs15 
was imposed on petroleum 
products during the PML-N 
tenure which has now in-
creased to Rs40, he added.

PM Imran Khan kicks 
off vaccination drive 

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan on Tuesday 
kicked off Pakistan’s coro-
navirus vaccination drive, 
once again reminding the 
people to continue to exer-
cise precautions.
Under the supervision of 
the prime minister, his ad-
viser on health Dr Faisal 
Sultan, and National Com-
mand and Operations Cen-
tre chief Asad Umar, the 
first vaccine was adminis-
tered in Pakistan — given 
to a healthcare worker in 
Islamabad.
“The more you abide by 
coronavirus safety meas-
ures, the easier it will be 
to protect everyone from 

the virus,” said PM Imran 
Khan, addressing a gather-
ing to mark the occasion.
“I congratulate [all those 
present here] for working at 
great speed to import a vac-
cine. We also thank China 
for gifting us 500,000 vac-
cines,” he said.
The prime minister said 
that similar to the shot 
the doctor had received, 
healthcare workers across 
the country that work with 
coronavirus patients will be 
the first to be given the jab, 
after which the age groups 
most at risk will be adminis-
tered the shot. The premier 
also sought to assure the 
nation that the vaccine dis-
tribution across the various 
provinces is being done in a 
“just” manner. 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan witnessing the first Covid-19 vaccine
being administered to a frontline health worker. – DNA

The more you abide by coronavirus safety measures, 
the easier it will be to protect everyone from the virus

Pak, UK agree 
to complete 
extradition 

treaty
Naveed Miraj

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and 
Britain have agreed to com-
plete the extradition treaty 
between the two countries 
at the earliest. The under-
standing to this effect came 
during the meeting of Interi-
or Minister Sheikh Rasheed 
and British High Commis-
sioner Christian Turner in 
Islamabad Tuesday. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Sheikh Rasheed stressed 
on taking measures to en-
sure that the criminals do 
not find refuge anywhere. 
He said Britain s positive 
security advice about Paki-
stan has improved its im-
age globally.

‘Govt to take action 
against land mafia’

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has decided to take 
stern action against the land 
grabbers to retrieve the state 
land. This was announced 
by Minister for Information 
Shibli Faraz while briefing 
media in Islamabad on Tues-
day evening about decisions 
taken in the federal cabinet 
held with Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan in the chair.
The Minister said, in this re-
gard, Railways Minister Azam 
Khan Sawati was directed to 

take serious measures for 
retrieving Railways’ land. He 
said the cabinet was briefed 
on steps taken for Naya Paki-
stan Housing Scheme.
It was informed that to fa-
cilitate the construction 
sector, measures have been 
taken to simplify the NOC 
procedure. For low cost 
housing, with the coordina-
tion of State Bank, banks 
have been directed to fix 
a five-percent quota for 
housing sector in their loan 
schemes. For this purpose, 
the cabinet has passed the 
foreclosure law.

Lowest 
cases 

reported 
in 3 months

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: The nation-
al tally on Tuesday of total 
active COVID-19 cases re-
corded 33,365 with 1,220 
more people tested pos-
itive for the deadly virus 
and 1,285 people recov-
ered from the disease while 
the pandemic claimed sixty 
three lives ,during the last 
24 hours.  Sixty Three co-
rona patients have died dur-
ing past 24 hours, 53 were 
under treatment in hospital 
and ten in their respective 
homes or quarantines died 
on Monday, according to 
the latest update issued by 
the National command and 
Operation Centre (NCOC). 
During the last 24 hours 
most of the deaths had 
occurred in the Punjab 
followed by Sindh.  It 
added that out of the 
total 63 deaths during 
last 24 hours 34 patients 
died on ventilators.
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Indian diplomat 
summoned

Ansar Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: A senior Indian diplomat 
was summoned to the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs on Tuesday to register Pa-
kistan’s strong protest over ceasefire 
violations by India.
According to Foreign Office, due to the 
indiscriminate and unprovoked firing 
by the Indian occupation forces in Hot-
spring and Jandrot Sectors, four persons 
including three women were injured.
Condemning the deplorable targeting of 
innocent civilians by the Indian occupa-
tion forces, spokesperson of Pakistan 
Foreign Office underscored that such 
senseless acts are in clear violation of 
the 2003 Ceasefire Understanding.
The spokesperson said these egregious 
violations of international law reflect 
consistent Indian attempts to escalate 
the situation along the LoC and are a 
threat to regional peace and security.

Justice 
Isa’s phone 

hacked
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Supreme 
Court Jus-
tice Qazi 
Faez Isa’s 
cell phone 
has been 
hacked, the 

top court’s public relations 
office said in a statement 
on Tuesday. In the state-
ment, the office said: “It 
is intimated to all and sun-
dry that the cell phone of 
Hon’ble Justice Qazi Faez 
Isa has been hacked.” The 
statement said that there 
is “suspicion” that “mis-
guiding communication” 
could be relayed via the 
judge’s mobile phone.

Indian 
designs 
failed

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 

Foreign Af-
fairs Shah 
M e h m o o d 
Qureshi on 
Monday said 
that despite 

Indian efforts Pakistan is 
not diplomatically isolated 
and invited the opposition 
parties for discussion with 
the government on the for-
eign policy issues facing the 
country. Speaking at the 
floor of the Senate here, 
he said the political parties 
should pursue a bipartisan 
approach in foreign affairs 
in line with the national 
interest. The minister said 
the parties which were in 
government for multiple 
times were very much re-
sponsible for the present 
state of foreign affairs and 
rejected the opposition’s 
criticism that the country is 
facing isolation.

Briefs Army Chief 
hails historical 
Pak-KSA ties

Naveed Miraj

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff General 
Qamar Bajwa, during the graduation cere-
mony of 144th GD (P), 90th Engineering 
Course and 100th AD courses hailed pres-
ence of cadets from KSA for training at PAF 
Academy Asghar Khan.  This is a manifes-
tation of warm fraternal ties between Islam-
ic Republic of Pakistan, Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and our Defence Forces indeed. We 
are proud of the strong bonds of Islam, 
brotherhood and cultural communion that 
bind us together, COAS added.
The graduation ceremony of 144th GD (P), 
90th Engineering Course and 100th AD cours-
es was held at PAF Academy, Asghar Khan on 
Tuesday. Chief of Army Staff (COAS), Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa, was the chief guest 
on the occasion . Air Chief Marshal Mujahid 
Anwar Khan, Chief of Air Staff, Pakistan Air 
Force was also present at the ceremony. The 
COAS congratulated the graduating cadets on 
their landmark achievement. While address-
ing the graduating cadets, COAS said that 

Continued on Page 06
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Pakistan, UK 
agree to complete 
extradition treaty

Post Report

TASHKENT: The Afghan acting foreign 
minister, Mohammed Haneef Atmar, on 
Tuesday took part in a trilateral meeting 
with high level officials from Uzbekistan 
and Pakistan to discuss ways to strengthen 
cooperation in the economy, trade, securi-
ty and transportation, the Afghan Foreign 
Ministry said. Uzbek Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Investment and Foreign 
Trade of Uzbekistan Sardor Umurzakov 
plays host to the meeting in Tashkent.
During the meeting, the sides signed a 
roadmap for the construction of Mazar-i-Sha-
rif-Kabul-Peshawar railway project that is 
expected to significantly increase the transit 
potential of Central Asia. The railway tech-
nical project is expected to be completed by 
May. When operational, the railway will sig-
nificantly reduce the time and cost of trans-
porting goods between South Asia and Eu-
rope through Central Asia. Besides this, the 
Uzbek side expressed its full support to the 
ongoing intra-Afghan peace process in Doha.

Umurzakov noted that peace and stability 
in Afghanistan are key factors for devel-
opment, economic growth, and increased 
cooperation at the regional level. He noted 
that Tashkent is ready to invest in Afghan-
istan’s infrastructure and support compre-
hensive regional connectivity. In December 
2018, the Uzbekistan Railway said that the 
Uzbek, Russian, Kazakh, Afghan and Paki-
stani railway companies would create a fi-
nancial consortium for the construction of 

the new railroad. The transport corridor is 
expected to link the European Union, Rus-
sia, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, In-
dia and the Southeast Asian countries.
Earlier Uzbekistan and Pakistan on Monday 
showed resolve to enter into a preferential 
trade agreement and cooperate in shipping, 
textile, engineering and information technol-
ogy sectors. Shavkat Mirziyoyev, president 
of Uzbekistan discussed matters related to 
economic cooperation during a meeting with 

Adviser on Commerce and Investment Razak 
Dawood, who is leading a delegation to Uzbek-
istan, according to an official statement. This 
was the first meeting of joint working group 
on trade and economic affairs and the meeting 
of tripartite working group on the implemen-
tation of the ‘Trans-Afghan railway project’. 
The meeting would continue till 4 February.
The delegation includes officials of min-
istry of commerce and other related min-
istries and departments. The visit is a 
follow-up to the visit of Uzbekistan Dep-
uty Prime Minister Sardor Umurzakov in 
September last year. The proposed 573km 
long railway link will be laid from Peshawar 
to Kabul and from Kabul to Uzbekistan via 
Mazar-e-Sharif. Estimated 27 stations, 912 
artificial constructions and seven tunnels 
will be established to facilitate cargo move-
ment. The railway link will be crucial to 
economic development of the three coun-
tries, Central Asian Republics and will help 
strengthening the regional ties. During the 
meeting of the joint working group, both 
sides expressed their desire to enhance 
trade relations between the two countries.

Pak, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan mull cooperation

TASHKENT: Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Adviser of Commerce  
Abdur Razzaq Daowd addressing the conference. –DNA

‘Will resign if PDM 
returns looted money’
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan has said that 
he is ready to tender his resignation but on the condition 
that leaders of opposition parties return the money they 
looted from the nation.  The prime minister made this 
offer during the cabinet meeting while discussing the 
overall political situation in the country.  He dared the 
opposition to resign from the assemblies and said that 
if they would have the guts to resign then they would 
have never chosen the path to flee away from the coun-
try.  The prime minister demanded of the top opposition 
leaders including Nawaz Sharif, Asif Zardari and Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman to return the money looted from the 
country.  While mocking the January 31 deadline of the 
opposition parties, he said that neither their resigna-
tions came nor they were able to gather the public and 
bring a long march to Islamabad. “Tendering resigna-
tion requires a lot of guts,” he said and further mocked 
that how those who ran away after getting an NRO could 
dare to adopt the resignation option. – DNA

Myanmar 
issue; China 
in talks with 
stakeholders

DNA
ANKARA: Hours before 
the UN Security Council 
meeting to discuss the mil-
itary takeover in Myanmar, 
China said Tuesday it was 
“negotiating with all parties 
involved.” “Any move made 
by the international commu-
nity should help Myanmar 
bring political and social sta-
bility… help find a peaceful 
solution and avoid further 
conflict,” China’s Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Wang 
Wenbin told a news con-
ference in Beijing. Wang 
was referring to the UN 
Security Council meeting 
on Myanmar scheduled for 
today, Chinese daily Glob-
al Times reported. “China 
is negotiating with all par-
ties involved,” he added. 

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed presenting 
souvenir to British High Commissioner Christian Turner. DNA 

16 years of US-Pak 
scholarship program 

At the anniversary event, alumni from the 
MNBSP program shared their personal stories

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD:  The Govern-
ment of Pakistan’s Higher Ed-
ucation Commission (HEC) 
celebrated the 16th anniver-
sary of the Merit and Needs-
Based Scholarship Program 
(MNBSP), which is adminis-
tered in partnership with the 
United States Government 
through the U.S. Agency for 
International Development.
Since 2004, USAID has 
worked with HEC to provide 

equitable access to higher 
education and increase en-
rollment at Pakistani univer-
sities through merit schol-
arships for economically 
disadvantaged students.  
MNBSP has granted more 
than 5,300 scholarships in 
total, and more than half of 
the scholarships have been 
awarded to female students.  
Recipients demonstrate 
strong academic skills and 
financial need, and the ma-
jority live in remote rural 
areas.  The MNBSP awards 

scholarships to study agri-
culture, engineering, med-
ical sciences, and social 
sciences.  Recipients are el-
igible to study at 30 private 
and public partner universi-
ties across the country. 
“USAID is proud to partner 
with HEC in our shared 
desire to bring more high-
ly-skilled and well-educated 
young Pakistanis into the 
workforce,” said USAID Mis-
sion Director Julie Koenen.

Continued on Page 06
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112,500 children 
receive anti-typhoid 

vaccine in Rwp
RAWALPINDI: Incharge District Vaccination, Programme 
Chaudary Muhammad Hussain on Tuesday informed that a 
two-week long anti-typhoid campaign to be continued success-
fully in different areas of Rawalpindi division. Under the on-
going vigorous drive, he told APP that over 112,500 children 
have so far administered the anti-typhoid vaccine in urban are-
as of the Rawalpindi, Gujar khan, Murree, Kotli Satayan, Kalar 
Syeda, Taxila, Kahuta and Cantonment areas of Rawalpindi. 
Hussain told that 1101 mobile teams were participating in the 
drive to complete the task of vaccination. During the cam-
paign, he said, vaccination was also being administered to chil-
dren of 9 months to 15 years of age at educational institutions 
besides who were present at home. He said a healthy child 
was essential for a healthy society and this message should be 
conveyed in every nook and corner of the district. – APP

03

Briefs
HEC, NPB 

collaborate 
for police 
reforms

Shaheen Hanif

ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC), Pakistan and the Na-
tional Police Bureau (NPB) 
have agreed to enhance 
cooperation between police 
organizations and country’s 
higher education institu-
tions and encouraging ac-
ademia to play a proactive 
role in extending meaning-
ful guidance for reforms 
through relevant research.
In this connection, a Letter 
of Intent (LoI) has been 
signed by Dr. Shaista Sohail, 
Executive Director HEC 
and Dr. Ejaz Hussain, Direc-
tor General NPB, Ministry 
of Interior, Islamabad.
Police reforms and involve-
ment of academia for in-
formed policy decisions has 
emerged as a top priority in 
the Government’s commit-
ment for strengthening po-
lice institutions. Through this 
LoI, HEC and NPB intend 
to facilitate collaboration in 
research projects between 
researchers and the law en-
forcement agencies associ-
ated with NPB, so as to har-
ness the research potential of 
academic institutions as well 
as solve real world problems 
through carefully designed 
and properly implemented 
research activities.
Under this collaboration, 
inter alia, universities will 
be encouraged to approach 
NPB for joint workshops, 
seminars, focused group 
discussions, competitions, 
and involvement of student 
volunteers for community 
work. HEC will incorporate 
the contents related to pub-
lic safety, frequently applied 
police laws, criminal proce-
dure and fundamental con-
stitutional rights in one of 
the mandatory General Ed-
ucation courses that HEC is 
developing for undergradu-
ate students.
Similarly, NPB will offer 
unpaid internships to stu-
dents, whenever and wher-
ever possible. It will also 
provide access to crime data 
regarding research to MPhil 
and PhD scholars, subject 
to necessary protections 
with respect to privacy and 
confidentiality.

Police 
arrested 

four burglars
DNA

ATTOCK: The police Tues-
day arrested four burglars 
who had stolen more than 
six million rupees from a 
house almost six months 
ago situated in the jurisdic-
tion of Pindi gheb police 
station. DPO Attock Syed 
Khalid Hamdani had consti-
tuted a special team headed
by DSP Pindi gheb Malik 
Tafseer Hussain which us-
ing all modern and conven-
sional methods arrested all 
the four burglers including 
Sajjad r/o Pindsultani , 
Sadaqat alias Jaadoo , Man-
zoor and Nisar alias Saajoo 
all r/o Naka Ghulam Shah 
and recovered Rs 47,30000 
from their possession.
It is worth mentioning that 
the aforesaid accused had 
burgled Rs 6127000 in 
June 2020 from the house 
of Naseer Ahmad r/o Naka 
Ghulam Shah who deals in 
poultry feed.

IESCO circle 
incharges 
to hold 

E- Katcharies
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Spokes-
man of Islamabad Electric 
Supply Company (IESCO) 
Tuesday said that circles in-
charges would hold regular 
online katcharies in all five 
operations circles of the 
company to immediately 
resolve consumers’ com-
plaints. As per detail, SE 
Islamabad Circle would hold 
online Katchary on Wednes-
day on telephone No 051-
9260194, SE Rawalpindi 
City Circle and SE Rawal-
pindi Cantt Circle on tele-
phone No 051-9292675, SE 
Attock Circle on telephone 
No 051-4950343, SE Chak-
wal Circle on 0543-668500 
and SE Jhelum Circle on 
0544-9270276 from 10:30 
am to 11:30 pm.

Typhoid vaccination drive 
continues in federal capital

The first campaign was launched and successfully conducted in all 
districts of Sindh province reaching approximately 10 million children

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment on Tuesday continued 
Typhoid Conjugate Vaccine 
(TVC) campaign in Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT) 
and Punjab as part of reach-
ing an overall target of 12.7 
million children between 
the ages of nine months 
to 15 years.  According to 
official sources, in this sec-
ond phase, the vaccination 
against Typhoid will contin-
ue in 12 districts of Punjab 
and the Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) areas.
They added in November 
2019, Pakistan became the 
first country in the world to 
introduce Typhoid Conju-
gate Vaccine into its routine 
immunization programme 
to protect children against 
the highly infectious dis-
ease.  The first campaign 
was launched and suc-
cessfully conducted in all 
districts of Sindh province 

reaching approximately 10 
million children.
“Every child has the right to 
live a healthy life and there-
fore Pakistan has prioritized 
strengthening its immuniza-
tion program”, says Dr Fais-
al Sultan, Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister on 
National Health Services. 
“It is high time that we 
protect our children from 
typhoid and other conta-
gious diseases to give them 
a healthy start in life and a 
secure future. The present 
government is proactive 
to protect children against 
this fatal disease through a 
phased strategy”, he added. 
The TCV drive has been 
started due to the high num-
ber of typhoid cases in the 
country as more than 8000 
cases were reported in the 
year 2020. The impact of 
typhoid, especially on chil-
dren under the age of 15 
years, is having a negative 
impact on the overall health 
status of the population. 

The disease is most com-
monly caused by contami-
nated drinking water, poor 
sanitation infrastructure, 
and lack of food safety pre-
ventive measures. “Typhoid 
can be prevented through an 

aggressive vaccination drive 
in areas where high number 
of infections are recorded,” 
says Dr Rana Safdar, Direc-
tor General of Health.” He 
said that the Government of 
Pakistan has launched this 

vaccination campaign aiming 
to immunize maximum num-
ber of children in Punjab and 
the ICT. “We urge parents to 
fully cooperate with health 
workers and vaccinators 
who are carrying out this 
door-to-door campaign.” 
He said that the Govern-
ment of Pakistan has en-
gaged 6,975 skilled and 
trained vaccinators and 
6,975 assistants to effec-
tively and safely immunize 
children during this cam-
paign.  Along with this, a to-
tal of 13,950 social mobiliz-
ers have also been trained 
to visit households mobiliz-
ing parents and caregivers 
to visit the vaccination sites 
with their children.  
“Typhoid, especially the 
extensively drug-resistant 
variant is a serious disease 
and vaccination is one of 
the most effective public 
health interventions.  “We 
highly appreciate the sup-
port being received from 
the Punjab Government and 

ICT besides Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) for 
this campaign which aims to 
vaccinate large number of 
children in the shortest pos-
sible time,” says Dr. Palitha 
Mahipala, World Health 
Organization (WHO) Repre-
sentative in Pakistan. 
The number of typhoid cas-
es registered in the coun-
try and the emergence of 
extensively drug-resistant 
typhoid is an alarming situa-
tion. It can however be con-
trolled through TCV which 
is a one-dose vaccine, inject-
ed intra-muscularly, at a low-
er cost, has higher efficacy, 
and is expected to provide 
long lasting immunity in 
adults, children, and infants 
older than nine months of 
age. “TCV has tremendous 
potential to prevent trans-
mission of typhoid and 
limit the spread of drug-re-
sistant typhoid strains with 
only one dose,” says Aida 
Girma, UNICEF Repre-
sentative in Pakistan. 

IG for 
enhancing 
capacity 
of cops
Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) 
Islamabad Qazi Jamil-ur-Re-
hman on Tuesday stressed 
the need to enhance capac-
ity of cops serving under 
security division to ensure 
the protection of VIPs. Re-
fresher courses should be 
arranged on modern lines 
to improve the skills of duty 
personnel, the IG passed 
those instructions during 
his visit at police securi-
ty division, here. Deputy 
Inspector General (DIG) 
Waqar-Ud-Din Syed briefed 
the IG over functioning of 
various departments of se-
curity division. 
Jameel directed to further 
tighten security of Islamabad 
red zone and other important 
places in the city.  He also 
instructed the DIG security 
to conduct ‘Police Darbar’ 
on regular basis to resolve 
the issues of force in swift 
manner.  The police ‘Jawans’ 
are our assets, so best ever, 
facilities should be provided 
to them, the IG remarked.  
He asked the officers to keep 
the morale of force high and 
take special measures for the 
welfare of policeman.

Pharma 
exports 

increased 
by 23.62%

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pharmaceuti-
cal products exports during 
first six months of FY 2020-
21 grew by 23.62 per cent as 
compared to the exports of 
the corresponding period of 
last year. During the period 
from July-Dec 20, pharma-
ceutical products worth US 
$ 138,751 thousand export-
ed as compared to worth US 
$ 112,238 thousand of same 
period of last year.
According the data released 
by the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics, the exports of 
other Chemicals increased 
by 17.89 per cent, worth US 
$ 247,966 thousand were 
exported as compared to 
the exports of US $ 210,342 
thousand of same period of 
last year. Meanwhile, Plastic 
Materials exports increased 
by 7.86 per cent, worth US 
$ 164,434 thousand were 
also exported in current fi-
nancial year as compared to 
the exports of valuing US $ 
152,455 thousand of same 
period of last year.

MoHR portal 
to help 

learning rights
ISLAMABAD: The Minis-
try of Human Rights portal 
would enable users to learn 
about their rights guaranteed 
to them in the Constitution as 
well as federal and provincial 
legislation, said an official of 
MoHR here on Tuesday.
The portal will serve as a 
platform for creating aware-
ness about human rights 
laws, practices and gaps.
He said that the portal 
would facilitate the devel-
opment of new initiatives, 
research, policies and solu-
tions in the field of human 
rights in Pakistan. 
“It will include comprehen-
sive material on Pakistan’s 
domestic institutional hu-
man rights framework and 
international commitments 
the relevant reports and pub-
lications that have been pub-
lished by the government, 
civil society organizations 
and UN agencies on critical 
human rights issues”, he 
added. Laws are categorized 
according to provinces as 
well as thematic areas in-
cluding Civil, Political and 
Economic Rights; Child’s 
Rights; Women’s Rights; and 
Rights of Minorities.
In the portal , Information is 
also available on various insti-
tutions and bodies designed 
to promote and protect hu-
man rights at the federal and 
provincial level; including leg-
islative bodies, human rights 
committees, provincial human 
rights departments, and stat-
utory bodies,he remarked. 
The official further said said 
that comprehensive training 
resources and materials will 
also be available on the portal 
for the benefit of human rights 
practitioners and personnel. 
The training resources cover 
a range of topics such as Pa-
kistan’s International Human 
Rights Obligations and Hu-
man Rights Data Collection 
and Documentation. – APP

Zubair Ahmed

RAWALPINDI: The senior poets of the re-
gion at a poetry recital paid rich tribute to 
the people of Kashmir for their untiring 
struggle for right of self-determination 
here on Tuesday. 
The poetry recital was arranged under 
auspices of Halqa-e-Ilam o Adab and Pun-
jab Council of the Arts, Rawalpindi in 
connection with Kashmir Solidarity which 
was presided over by Dr Farhat Abbas.
Renowned poets Dr Khalid Iqbal Yasir, 
Naseem-e- Sahar and Qayyum Tahir were 

guests of honor. The recital was anchored 
by Arif Farhad and Haroon Abbas Qamar. 
The poets Dr Farhat Abbas, Naseem e 
Sehar, Anjum Khaleeq, Qayyum Tahir, 
Dr Khalid Iqbal Yasir, Abdul Qadir Taban, 
Khalid Mehmood Malik, Nasir Mehmood 
Nasir, Talat Munir, Akbar Niazi, Dr 
Mazhar Iqbal, Shaukat Kamal Rana, Zah-
ra Batool, Umbreen Umber and Sardar 
Fakhar Khan recited poetry and paid trib-
ute to people of Kashmir. 
Director Punjab Council of the Arts Waqar 
Ahmed thanked distinguished guests and 
said it was appreciable step to show soli-
darity with people of Kashmir.

PUCAR pays tribute to Kashmiris’ struggle
Director Punjab Council of the Arts Waqar Ahmed thanked distinguished guests 

and said it was appreciable step to show solidarity with people of Kashmir

‘No elite group 
to get priority 
in vaccination’

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary 
Secretary of National Health 
Services Dr Nausheen Hamid 
Tuesday made it clear that no 
elite group would be prior-
itized for Covid-19 vaccina-
tion and healthcare workers 
were first in line for the 
vaccination drive which 
would kicks off tomorrow. 
Talking to a private news 
channel, she said health-
care workers and people 
above 65 years of age 
would be given coro-
navirus vaccine on 
first priority, adding 
that safety would be 
ensured for people receiving the Covid-19 vaccine. “The 
safety of the Chinese vaccine has been scientifically certi-
fied, she said, adding that majority people had participat-
ed in clinical tests before they were vaccinated. I believe 
the Chinese vaccine will protect the citizens effectively”.
She further said the healthcare workers not to hesi-
tate to get the Covid-19 vaccine as the whole world 
was clamoring for a Covid-vaccine. She said that Paki-
stan had also received a letter from the World Health 
Organisation’s Covax platform, indicating of a supply 
of up to 17 million doses of the AstraZeneca Covid-19 
vaccine during the first half of 2021, which is honoured 
for us that the Global platform has been approaching 
themselves to Pakistan for vaccination doses.
A vaccine nerve center has been established at NCOC 
along with vaccine administration and coordination cen-
tres at provincial and district level, she added. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Editor-in-chief Daily Islamabad POST, CENTRELINE 
magazine and DNA news agency, Ansar Mehmood Bhatti and Col ® Raza Ali 

in a group photo with Chaudhry Akram Burq at the latter’s office. – DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senior-Su-
perintendent of Police (op-
erations) Dr Syed Mustafa 
Tanvir on Tuesday asked all 
the Station House Officers 
for renewed efforts to re-
duce crimes in the federal 
capital.  The staff at police 
stations should demon-
strate gentle behavior with 
the visitors, besides early 
redressal of their com-
plaints, the SSP said in a 
statement issued here. 
He ordered all zonal SPs 
to ensure all out efforts to 
provide maximum relief to 
the masses. 
Meanwhile, capital police 
had arrested 27 outlaws 
including eight proclaimed 
offenders from various are-
as of the city and recovered 
hashish, heroine, wine, sto-

len valuables and weapons 
from their possession.
According to police spokes-
man, a team constituted by 
SP (Saddar-Zone) Muham-
mad Sarfraz Virk under the 
supervision  of SHO Golra 
along with others held five 
accused Gulzaman, Khawer 
Shahzad, Nabeel Qasir, Mu-
hammad Shahzad Ahmed 
and Qasir Ali and recovered 
stolen  valuable from their 
possession. Similarly, teh 
Secretariat police arrested 
three accused Muhammad 
Makki, Muhammad Azam 
and Waris and recovered two 
Kalashnikovs and one 30 
bore pistol along with ammu-
nition from their possession.
Koral police arrested Pa-
sheem Khan and recovered 
one 9mm pistol from him. 
Khanna police arrested ac-
cused Tufail and recovered 
one 30 bore pistol from him.

Likewise, Karachi company 
police arrested three accused 
Misbah-Ullah, Jabbar and 
Riaz and recovered 20 wine 
bottles, 140 gram heroin 
from their possession. Rama-
na police arrested accused 
Aziz-Ullah and recovered one 
30 bore pistol from him. 
Industrial-Area police arrest-
ed two accused Kaleem and 
Asif and recovered one 12 
bore gun and one 30 bore 
pistol along with ammunition 
from their possession.
Noon police arrested  Deen 
Muhammad and recovered 
505 gram hashish from 
him. Golra police arrested 
accused Riasat Ali and re-
covered 120 gram heroin.   
Sihala police recovered 415 
gram hashish. Cases have 
been registered against 
the nabbed persons and 
further investigations are 
underway from them.

SSP for renewed efforts 
to reduce crimes

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: National Uni-
versity of Medical Scienc-
es(NUMS) has brought out 
a special supplement  of its 
“Life and Science” research 
magazine on  the impact of 
the COVID-19 with having 
review of all the data and 
advances made so far to 
deal with it.
“Life and Science” is a quar-
terly “online multidiscipli-
nary journal of clinical and 
basic translational science”.  
It reflects the key purpose 
of “understanding and im-
proving life” through knowl-
edge and action which is the 
motto of NUMS.
The magazine while dis-
cussing environmental ef-
fects on the virus said that 
temperature and humidity 
have combined impact on 
COVID-19.  “Increase in air 

temperature and humidity 
decrease the severity of 
the virus. Air quality index 
and air pollutants have sig-
nificant relation with the 
severity of the disease and 
mortality,”  said a review ar-
ticle by Mahwish Ali. 
The “healthy dietary life 
style can prevent and 
manage viral infections by 
boosting our immune sys-
tem.” However there is no 
single dietary element that 
has been confirmed in treat-
ment or prevention of coro-
navirus, said a review arti-
cle by Sara Mumtaz, Rida 
Fatima Saeed and Asma 
Saleem Qazi.   
Examining the reasons be-
hind increase of domestic 
violence, the magazine said, 
“the results have shown that 
the pandemic is one of the 
major factors for domestic 
violence.”  “Other causes are 
economic crisis, forced lock-

down, fear of having disease, 
unemployment, congested 
houses and limited source of 
facilities for victims,” it said 
after searching the existing 
literature from December 
2019 to August 2020.
Life and Science” carries 
articles of NUMS faculty 
and all professionals in the 
field are encouraged to con-
tribute to it. Meanwhile, 
NUMS quickly adapted it-
self  to tackle  the unprece-
dented challenges posed  by 
the coronavirus and it took 
all possible steps to conduct 
online classes and its exams 
after taking on board its fac-
ulty and students. 
The university has already 
trained its faculty mem-
bers to teach online.  It 
has been also organizing 
regular webinars and work-
shops for both teachers 
and students to address all 
issues in this regard.

NUMS issues magazine 
supplement on COVID-19 

PNCA all 
set to hold 

programs on 
Kashmir day 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Na-
tional Counsil of the Arts 
(PNCA) will hold mega 
cultural programs and ac-
tivities to mark the forth-
coming Kashmir Solidarity 
day falling on February 5. 
In collaboration with Min-
istry of Kashmir Affairs and 
Gilgit-Baltistan, the pro-
gram aimed to highlight the 
sacrifices of innocent Kash-
miri people struggling for 
their right of self-determina-
tion in the Indian Occupied 
Kashmir through purely a 
cultural perspective.
Students of different 
schools and colleges will 
present childern show in 
which speeches tableaus 
and Kashmiri songs will be 
presented to show solidarity 
with Kashmiris. 
He said that stage show 
will be presented to high-
light the plight of Kashmiri 
people and Indian’s army 
barbarism.   
The event will feature musi-
cal show based on patriotic 
and folk songs by folk artists 
and musicians along with 
Muzakra Screening of docu-
mentaries on Kashmir.
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Threats to dialogue Lifelong learning

T HE writing has been on the wall for all to see. Re-
cent months have seen violence in Afghanistan con-
tinue to rise, and the peace deal signed nearly a 

year ago looks to be in trouble. The blame-game has begun 
once again. The Afghan Taliban have claimed that the allied 
forces are not adhering to the terms agreed to. However, 
due to the uptick in violence and civilian casualties, the new 
Biden Administration has hinted at staying in Afghanistan all 
the way up to May, in a bid to enforce peace.
The status quo and the growing distance between negoti-
ating parties was always expected. The former US Presi-
dential Administration had tried its level best to pull-out 
of Afghanistan within the stipulated January 2021 dead-
line, even at the cost of peace and negotiations between 
warring factions in Afghanistan. This left both sides with 
a lot of expectation but little tangible benefit.
The new US President and his team have a big challenge on 
their hands, in keeping the peace deal from collapsing and 
ensuring that the Afghan Taliban and the government come 
to a power-sharing agreement which keeps the rights of civil-
ians as a focal point, while denouncing violence altogether.
It still remains to be seen whether this is even achievable 
anymore. With Taliban gaining the upper hand in violence 
and promoting terror and claims of the US reneging on its 
side of the agreement, it is clear that the non-state actor 
will not accede to a drawdown in conflict, unless US re-
calls more of its troops. On the other hand, the US cannot 
acquiesce to this demand unless violence is controlled. 
This leaves us in an impossible situation, one that might 
require revisiting the drawing board. 
The role of international stakeholders such as Pakistan 
and other regional players will be instrumental in the 
months to come. Both sides must be convinced to keep 
dialogue open, or else the efforts made in reaching a set-
tlement will become redundant quickly.

Muhammad Omar Iftikhar

LEARNING must continue every day. Students should 
learn some skills after they graduate, employees must 
learn a new job after they are promoted. Learning is an 

unceasing, interminable, incessant process that happens at our 
conscious and subconscious level. It is this learning and the 
quest to gain knowledge that lets us conduct research. Students 
need to become lifelong learners. They should read books other 
than their textbooks to absorb information to help them win 
the race of life. Acquiring grades is important to complete their 
degree program, but gaining knowledge is significant to make 
them well-informed. In today’s age of digital media, informa-
tion is present at our fingertips. We need to know the direction 
where we are going and the information follows. 
Professionals including teachers, businessmen, bankers, ar-
chitects, pilots, doctors, and those from the industries of au-
tomobile, manufacturing, construction, technology, services 
sector among others need to be at par with the information 
about their respective industries. The concept to abandon 
learning once a life goal is achieved makes a human mind 
rusty. A student completing his intermediate education must 
think about completing Masters’s, Ph.D., before proceeding 
to add value to his industry by conducting more research. 
Pakistan is blessed with talented human resources. 
The challenge is to motivate the youth and the adults 
to continue with their pursuit of learning. This learn-
ing comes in many forms including reading, research-
ing, teaching, conversing, writing, exploring, observing, 
among others. We must inculcate in ourselves the seed to 
discover the world around us so we may realize the world 
within. Learning is the ladder that makes our conscious-
ness reach new heights.  While this ladder does not have 
an end, each step brings us closer to a new realization, to 
a unique thought, to an original theory of life.   

E VERY three years, with the re-
tirement of half the members of 
the Senate and the election of 

new members, on one hand there is a 
shift in parliamentary politics, on the 
other hand the moral examination of po-
litical parties begins. 
The tragedy of our politics and political 
leadership is that whether the election 
of MPs is in the hands of the people, or 
whether it is a nomination for special 
seats, party affiliation, political expe-
rience, or personal ties are considered 
‘merit’ rather than ability and loyalty.
The two major political parties, the Paki-
stan Muslim League-N and the Pakistan 
People’s Party, have been gaining major-
ities in the Punjab and Sindh Assemblies, 
respectively, and that is why the PML-N 
has in the past elected several leaders 
from Sindh as senators from Punjab. 
PPP elects several leaders from Punjab 
from Sindh quota. Similarly, the former 
MMA had made the late Maulana Shah 
Ahmad Noorani of Sindh a senator from 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, while the ANP had 
also elected Karachi leader Shahi Syed 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
The constitutional and moral status of this 
tradition is a separate debate, but even 
politically it has not benefited the parties 
concerned. Those who were elected from 
other province’s quota and made their 
presence felt in the upper house and ben-
efited the party include Senator Farooq 
Naik, Senator Abdul Rehman Malik and 
Senator Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar. 
They proved that they were eligible to 
become members of the Senate. On the 
contrary, the PML-N ticket holders in the 
Senate often proved to be a burden for the 

party and the Senate.
Senator Mushahidullah Khan, Sena-
tor Saleem Zia, Senator Nihal Hashmi, 
Senator AsadJunejo and Senator Rahee-
la Magsi from Sindh were elected from 
the quota of Punjab and Islamabad, but 
only Mushahidullah Khan from the up-
per house made his presence felt and 
strengthened the party’s rhetoric. The 
rest never spoke in the Senate. Now 
there are plans to elect former Sindh 
Governor Muhammad Zubair and PML-N 
Sindh President Syed Shah Muhammad 
Shah from the Punjab quota.
From a political point of view, Shah Mo-
hammad Shah can be more effective than 
Mohammad Zubair, because he has a po-
litical identity and can be instrumental in 
popularizing the party within Sindh. Mo-
hammad Zubair has been the governor. 
This time PML-N has no position to elect 
a senator in any province except Punjab, 
the PDM platform may get a seat from 
Balochistan, or a chance in Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa, but instead an ally from Punjab 
will have to be accommodated, while in 
Punjab too, a maximum of five seats can 
be won by conducting polling with utmost 
care and using one’s votes. The opposition 
has a hard time, and in the meantime there 
is a need in the Senate for leaders who are 
popular with the people in the House and 
can walk with the party. 
In this regard, the PMLN Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa chapter President Amir Muqam 
has proved his political status and impor-
tance at all levels, at the moment he has 
more right to be brought to the Senate 
from the quota of Punjab. It was due to 
Amir Muqam’s personal efforts in 2018  
thatPir Sabir Shah was elected from Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, this time it is very diffi-
cult for PML-N to get a seat in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. PDM forum can also be used 
to get alternative votes from Balochistan 
by voting for others in KP. 
By electing Amir Maqam from Punjab, 
not only the party workers can be encour-
aged, but also the party narrative can get 
a strong voice in the upper house. Amir 
Muqam has the approval of Nawaz Sharif, 
Maryam Nawaz and Shahbaz Sharif and is 
probably one of the few party leaders who 
are not part of any grouping and are work-
ing for the party cause. 
If we look only at the two and a half years of 
the incumbent government and the politics 
of the opposition, Amir Maqam has played 
a dynamic role by making the most sacrific-
es, yet he has been the victim of revenge 
by the federal and provincial governments. 
Getting elected from the Punjab Assem-
bly may prove to be a good decision of the 
PML-N leadership, which will lead to the 
party’s popularity in the future.

F ACEBOOK have witnessed criticism and 
controversies since its launch in 2004. 
But its popularity remains atop in social 

media due to the façade of indifference it has 
managed. It’s a grim reality that people diddle 
around Facebook, squander away precious time 
which descends the path to escape liabilities and 
eventually an emotional upheaval occurs in the 
family.Research tells that we spent large a por-
tion of our day in a state of fragmented attention, 
breaking up the attention constantly to take a 
quick glance to just check them which will per-
manently reduce the capacity for concentration. 
A famous neurologist Robert Sapolsky had re-
searched on this and called it, “magic of maybe”. 
When we look at the phone maybe there is 
text or maybe not, the uncertainty in what the 
text might deliver results in a 400% increase 
in dopamine. It’s roughly the same amount of 
dopamine as a person gets from cocaine.  That 
means we are giving highly addictive drugs 
into the hands of our new generation. As they 
have already saturated with this technology. 
Facebook is like a “virtual cage” that moves 
along with us, restrict our free will, and treats 
all of us as “lab animals”. 
Social Media companies hire individuals called 
“Attention Engineers”. By using algorithm gorg-
es on data about us their duty is to read and 
analyze our mindset. What type of links do we 
like to click? Which videos do we like to watch? 
In our contact lists, whose updates are we more 
concerned about? How anxiously we are waiting 
for notifications? Who are you connecting with 
in-person and online, clink on likes or ignores? 
What facial expressions do we make or how do 
we react in different situations? Have Facebook 
been spying on us? Yes, they read our personality 
traits and figure out whether we are introverts, 
extroverts, conservatives, liberals, and atheists. 

Infect, we receive engineered feedback all the 
time that makes us neurotic. B. F. Skinner was a 
famous behaviorist. He used to set up a “Skinner 
Box”, a methodical system where caged animals 
treated after specific actions they performed. No-
body pets or whispers to the animals, just a purely 
isolated mechanical action -- a new kind of train-
ing for modern times where we are being trained 
by using behaviorist techniques. Facebook is like 
an idiot demon that monitors us. We are being 
remote-controlled and unconsciously behave like 
Facebooks “well train-dog” or a “robot”.   
We are unintentionally suffering from Facebook 
depression where we start to compare our life/
activities with others and there is less satisfac-
tion or sadness.  It is human psychology that we 
really care what other people think of us. So, 
when we upload our new photo or profile photo 
on Facebook, our mind becomes very vulnera-
ble to know that what other people think of my 
new profile photo. We enjoy the ephemeral joys 
in Facebook by the perceived sense of perfec-
tion because we get the reward in short-term 
signals like hearts, thumbs up, and unfortunate-
ly conflate them with truths but, it is just fake 
brittle popularity. We don’t realize while using 
Facebook, but we are programmed. Social media 
tools are designed to be addictive. Simon Sinek 
motivational speaker and leadership guru said 
when you wake up in the morning, you’re check-
ing your mobile-first before greeting your wife, 
and this is an “addictive behavior”. 
Lack of vetting for news is a phenomenon of 
social media. Any person can anytime sprout a 
piece of fake news, fake account and cast asper-
sion upon anyone where no one can exert check 
and balance. Fake and Real news goes in tandem, 
due to the rough benchmark, it’s hard to deter-
mine which is true. So, to err is human but to 
err on technology is an absurdity. From domes-

tic to international level this platform is being 
misused Like in the 2017 presidential elections 
in France, around 30,000 politically motivated 
fake accounts had detected who were involved in 
spreading misinformation. 
It’s still unknown how many fake accounts are 
creating in one day and how many have created 
in total until this day is an enigma. The problems 
faced by advertisers concerning Facebook’s vid-
eo matric miscalculation, it truly beggars all de-
scription. The dark side of “Facebook Live” is a 
PR nightmare when people broadcasted acts of 
violence, like quarrels, homicide, and suicides. 
Jaron Lanier is considered as one of the fathers 
of vertical reality and veteran of Silicon Valley 
explains “How social media ruins your life and 
harming your health” in his famous book “Ten 
arguments for deleting your social media ac-
counts right now”.  
He concerns that Facebook and Tweeter are re-
programing how we feel and think? According to 
him this rarely happened unless you signed up 
to be a test subject in an experiment in the base-
ment of a university’s psychology building. Then 
you’d go into a room and be tested while some-
one watched you through a one-way mirror. Even 
though you knew an experiment was going on, 
you didn’t realize how you were being manipulat-
ed. At least you gave consent to be manipulated 
in some way. One could become paranoid if Face-
book’s filthy game with US intelligence revealed. 
The Satirical tabloid and website reported that 
Mark Zuckerberg shares Facebook information 
to the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency). It is an 
inevitable truth that how can US citizen avoids 
sharing anything from the CIA.

– The writer is a Research Analyst at 
Kunming University of Science and 

Technology, China, Email: tamoorazam@
hotmail.com  Mobile No. +8615559837189

Senate elections; A test of political leadership

Should we delete the Facebook account? 

Shujaat Hamza

Dr Tamoor Azam

The two major political 
parties, the Pakistan 
Muslim League-N and 
the Pakistan People’s 

Party, have been gaining 
majorities in the Punjab 
and Sindh Assemblies, 
respectively, and that is 
why the PML-N has, in 
the past, elected several 
leaders from Sindh as 

senators from Punjab. PPP 
elects several leaders from 
Punjab from Sindh quota. 

Similarly, the former MMA 
had made the late Maulana 

Shah Ahmad Noorani of 
Sindh a senator from KPK

Social Media companies 
hire individuals called 

“Attention Engineers”. By 
using algorithm gorges on 
data about us their duty 

is to read and analyze our 
mindset. What type of 

links do we like to click? 
Which videos do we like 
to watch? In our contact 
lists, whose updates are 

we more concerned about? 
How anxiously we are 

waiting for notifications?
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Japan extends 
virus emergency
TOKYO: Japan’s government approved a month-long exten-
sion of its coronavirus state of emergency on Tuesday, less 
than six months before the pandemic-postponed Olympic 
Games open in Tokyo. “We have decided to extend the 
state of emergency until March 7th,” Prime Minister Yoshi-
hide Suga said at a meeting of the taskforce guiding the 
government’s pandemic policy. The extension will apply to 
10 of the 11 areas currently under the measure, including 
greater Tokyo, which had been due to end on February 7. It 
will not be extended in Tochigi, north of the capital, where 
cases are judged to have dropped sufficiently.
“In prefectures where the virus situation improves, we 
will gradually lift the state of emergency, without having 
to wait for March 7th,” Suga added. The extension had 
been widely expected, with government spokesman Kat-
sunobu Kato telling reporters Tuesday morning that “it is 
our understanding that continued vigilance is warranted 
for a while”. Japan’s virus emergency is significantly loos-
er than the lockdowns seen elsewhere in the world, and 
primarily calls for increased teleworking and the closure 
of bars and restaurants from 8pm.
Legislation currently working its way through parliament 
would add enforcement measures including fines for busi-
nesses that do not close early. But even the comparatively 
relaxed approach appears to have yielded results, with new 
infections dropping across the country. Still, after facing crit-
icism for its initial reluctance to impose the measure, the 
government has been cautious about lifting it too quickly. 
“Since the declaration of the state of emergency last month, 
the number of coronavirus patients in Japan is declining and 
we can say this measure focusing on shorter hours at restau-
rants has clearly been effective,” Suga said. – DNA
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BAKU: A webinar titled 
“Kashmir: An Unfinished 
Agenda” was hosted by 
the Embassy of Pakistan 
in Azerbaijan on Monday. 
The President of Azad 
Jammu andKashmir Sardar 
Masood Khan, and Member 
of Milli Majlis (Azerbaijan’s 
Parliament) and Chair of 
Pakistan-Azerbaijan Parlia-
mentary Friendship Group 
from Azerbaijan side, Ms. 
Ganira Pashayeva were the 
keynote speakers. 
The panel also included 
prominent Kashmiri activist 
Ms. Mushaal Hussein Mul-
lick (spouse of jailed Kash-
miri liberation leader Mr. 

Yasin Malik), and a human 
rights activist based in US, 
Malik Nadeem Abid.
During the webinar, video 
messages prepared by the 
Azerbaijani youth express-
ing solidarity with the peo-
ple of Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJ&K) were also shown.
This collage comprising 
the self-made videos by 
the Azerbaijan youth sent a 
clear and unequivocal signal 
of Azerbaijan’s support to 
the just cause of Kashmir.
In his emphatic state-
ment,Sardar Masood Khan 
talked about the historical, 
geographical, cultural and 
commercial linkages of 
Jammu and Kashmir with 
Pakistan. He argued that 

India occupied the territory 
through deceit and repres-
sion. On 5 August 2019, In-
dia reoccupied the territory 
and did all it could to sup-
press the Kashmiri people. 
President Masood Khan 
rejected creation of new 
political class in Kashmir. 

He demanded India to re-
lease all Kashmiri political 
leaders and stop genocide 
in Kashmir.He called upon 
theUNSC, OIC, friendly 
countries, international civ-
il society and Human Rights 
organisations to play their 
role in ending the dispute. 

Malik Nadeem Abid high-
lighted the atrocities com-
mitted by the Indian occu-
pation forces in Kashmir 
and equated Indian actions 
in Kashmir to genocide.
He proposed that the UN 
Secretary General should 
nominate plebiscite ad-
ministrator for Jammu and 
Kashmir as per the UNSC 
resolutions.
Ms. Mullickin her recorded 
message stated that Kashmir 
had been turned into a larg-
est prison in the world where 
torture, arbitrary confine-
ment, and rape was used as 
a weapon. He appealed to the 
international community to 
raise voice against the injus-
tices committed in Kashmir 
by the Indian forces. Mem-

ber of Parliament Ms. Pash-
ayeva noted that Azerbaijan 
and Pakistan had a number of 
similarities and common in-
terests. Our challenges were 
also similar. She stressed 
that Justice for Kashmir and 
restoration of Peace in the re-
gion was among the greatest 
desires of Azerbaijan. 
Ms. Pashayeva added 
thatAzerbaijan would con-
tinue to support Pakistan’s 
rightful position in resolving 
the Kashmir dispute. 
Ambassador Bilal Hayee 
moderated the event and 
made introductory remarks 
highlighting the current sit-
uation in the IIOJ&K. The 
event was live streamed 
from the Embassy’s official 
Facebook page.

Pak Embassy in Azerbaijan hosts webinar on Kashmir 
Ms. Mullickin her recorded message stated that Kashmir had been turned into a largest prison in 

the world where torture, arbitrary confinement, and rape was used as a weapon. He appealed to the 
international community to raise voice against the injustices committed in Kashmir by the Indian forces

Briefs
Prosecutors 
seek lengthy 
jail sentence 

for Navalny
Foreign Desk

MOSCOW: A Russian court 
convened on Tuesday to 
consider jailing Kremlin 
critic Alexei Navalny for up 
to three and a half years in 
a case that has sparked na-
tionwide protests and talk of 
new Western sanctions.
The Moscow court hearing 
came after tens of thou-
sands filled the streets 
across the country on 
Sunday, chanting slogans 
against President Vladimir 
Putin and demanding free-
dom for Navalny, who was 
detained last month on 
his return from Germany, 
where he was treated for an 
alleged nerve agent attack.
Navalny watched Tuesday’s 
hearing from inside a glass 
cage in the courtroom. Be-
fore proceedings began, he 
praised Yulia, his wife, who 
was present after being 
fined the previous day for 
taking part in a protest to 
demand his release.
“They said that you had se-
riously violated public order 
and were a bad girl. I’m 
proud of you,” Navalny said. 
Russian police detained 112 
people as they gathered near 
the court, the OVD-Info pro-
test monitoring group said. 
During Sunday’s protests, 
more than 5,400 protesters 
were detained by authorities 
during Sunday’s demonstra-
tions, according to OVD-Info.
 

UAE confident 
F-35 jets sale 

will go through
Foreign Desk

WASHINGTON: The United 
Arab Emirates’ ambassador 
to Washington says he is 
confident the sale of F-35 
jets to his country will pro-
ceed after a review by the 
new US administration of 
some pending arms sales to 
American allies.
On former President Donald 
Trump’s last day in office 
last month, the UAE signed 
agreements with the US to 
buy up to 50 stealth F-35 
fighters, 18 armed drones, 
and other defence equipment 
in a deal worth $23bn. “We 
did everything by the book 
and they will discover that 
once the review is complete 
and it will proceed,” Ambas-
sador Yousef al-Otaiba told a 
virtual Washington Institute 
forum on Monday, describing 
the review as “pro forma”.
Last month, a US Depart-
ment of State official said 
President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration was temporari-
ly pausing the implementa-
tion of some weapons sales 
to US allies to review them.
“Everything is still proceed-
ing while undergoing a re-
view at the same time. I am 
confident it will end up in the 
right place,” al-Otaiba said. 
“If you are going to have 
less of a presence and less 
involvement in the Middle 
East you can’t at the same 
time take tools away from 
your partners who are ex-
pected to do more,” he said.

Berlin 
welcomes 

Greece-Turk 
talks
DNA

BERLIN: Germany’s de-
fence minister on Tuesday 
welcomed the resumption 
of talks between Greece 
and Turkey over an explo-
sive standoff about eastern 
Mediterranean borders and 
energy rights after a meet-
ing with her Turkish coun-
terpart in Berlin.
“The important thing is that 
talks have opened up again,” 
Annegret Kramp-Karren-
bauer said after the meeting 
with Turkish Defence Min-
ister Hulusi Akar. “Further 
escalation in the Mediterra-
nean must be avoided,” she 
said, adding that she hoped 
“all parties will see this 
as an opportunity for dia-
logue”. Germany sees itself 
playing a “mediating role” 
in the dispute, she said after 
holding phone calls with her 
Greek and Cypriot counter-
parts ahead of the meeting.
Greece and Turkey bowed 
to EU pressure in late Jan-
uary and engaged in their 
first direct talks in nearly 
five years in a long-running 
dispute over eastern Med-
iterranean borders and en-
ergy rights. The meeting 
produced no breakthrough 
except for an agreement for 
the talks to continue in Ath-
ens at an undisclosed date.

Biden threatens sanctions 
after Myanmar military coup

Biden condemned the military’s takeover from the civilian-led government 
on Monday and its detention of the country’s elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi 

as “a direct assault on the country’s transition to democracy and the rule of law”
Foreign Desk

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden on Monday threatened to 
reimpose sanctions on Myanmar 
following a coup by the country’s 
military leaders and called for a 
concerted international response to 
push them into relinquishing power. 
Biden condemned the military’s 
takeover from the civilian-led gov-
ernment on Monday and its deten-
tion of the country’s elected leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi as “a direct as-
sault on the country’s transition to 
democracy and the rule of law”.
The crisis in Myanmar marks the 
first chief test of Biden’s pledge 
to collaborate more with allies on 
international challenges, especial-
ly on China’s rising influence, in 
contrast to predecessor Donald 
Trump’s “America First” approach. 
The coup also brought rare policy 
alignment between Biden’s Demo-
crats and top Republicans as they 
denounced the military takeover 
and called for consequences.
“The international community 

should come together in one voice 
to press the Burmese military to 
immediately relinquish the power 
they have seized, release the ac-
tivists and officials they have de-
tained,” Biden said in a statement.
“The United States removed 
sanctions on Burma over the past 
decade based on progress toward 
democracy. The reversal of that 
progress will necessitate an im-
mediate review of our sanction 
laws and authorities, followed by 
appropriate action,” he said.
Biden warned the US was “taking 
note of those who stand with the 
people of Burma in this difficult 
hour.” “We will work with our part-
ners throughout the region and the 
world to support the restoration of 
democracy and the rule of law, as 
well as to hold accountable those re-
sponsible for overturning Burma’s 
democratic transition,” he said.
A US official later told the Reuters 
news agency the administration 
had launched high-level internal 
discussions aimed at crafting a 
“whole of government” response 
and planned to consult closely 

with Congress. Greg Poling and 
Simon Hudes at Washington’s 
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies said there would 
almost certainly be new sanctions 
against those involved in the coup.
“But that is unlikely to have much 
immediate impact on the generals,” 
they said, given that few of them 
had any intention of travelling to 
or doing business in the US. Also, 
unlike its reaction to a 2014 coup in 
Thailand, the US cannot pull back 
on military exercises, training, and 
sales, because military-to-military 
relations with Myanmar are almost 
non-existent, they said.
Former President Barack Obama 

started easing sanctions on Myan-
mar in 2011 after the military began 
loosening its grip, and in 2016 lift-
ed many remaining restrictions. In 
2019, the Trump administration im-
posed targeted sanctions on four mil-
itary commanders, including coup 
leader General Min Aung Hlaing, 
over allegations of abuses against 
Rohingya Muslims and other minor-
ities. Human rights groups said the 
international community needed to 
recognise the shortcomings of their 
engagement during Myanmar’s dem-
ocratic transition and take tougher 
steps to rein in the military.
“The Tatmadaw has exposed 
the vast vulnerabilities of Myan-
mar’s democratic institutions by 
staging this brazen coup,” Akila 
Radhakrishnan, the president of 
the Global Justice Center. “Giv-
en the history of military rule, 
the risk of ensuing violence and 
atrocities is greater than any mo-
ment in recent memory. We can’t 
ignore the repeated failure of the 
international community to take 
concerted action to curb military 
power and hold it accountable for 

its constant human rights abuses, 
including its genocidal campaign 
against the Rohingya.”
As the country’s leader, Aung San 
Suu Kyi defended her nation at the 
International Court of Justice in 
The Hague on 2019 against charg-
es of genocide in the treatment of 
the mostly Muslim Rohingya after 
at least 740,000 fled the western 
state of Rakhine in the wake of a 
brutal military crackdown in 2017.
Monitors say the armed forces 
continue to commit abuses in Ra-
khine and in other ethnic minority 
areas of the country. The Network 
for Human Rights Documenta-
tion – Burma (ND-Burma) said an 
emergency meeting at the United 
Nations Security Council had to 
be convened, with a delegation 
to be sent to Myanmar. “Mem-
bers must address the current 
situation in Myanmar with greater 
force and effectiveness than they 
have in the past,” ND-Burma said 
in a statement. The 15-member 
Security Council plans to discuss 
Myanmar in a closed meeting on 
Tuesday, according to diplomats.

Twitter 
blocks 

farmers 
accounts 

Web Desk

NEW DELHI: Twitter on 
Monday temporarily blocked 
dozens of accounts and 
tweets in India at the Hin-
du nationalist government’s 
request, including those of 
a prominent news magazine 
and farmers staging mass 
protests in the capital. An In-
formation Technology minis-
try source told the AFP news 
agency the government had 
directed the social media gi-
ant to act against about 250 
Twitter accounts and tweets 
that posed a “grave threat to 
public order”.
The accounts were blocked on 
Monday afternoon but were 
accessible again hours later. 
Tens of thousands of farmers 
have been protesting since 
November 26 in camps on the 
outskirts of New Delhi against 
the deregulation of India’s 
agriculture sector. One rally 
last week turned into a deadly 
rampage. Since then, police 
have detained dozens of farm-
ers and a journalist who writes 
for Caravan magazine. The 
magazine, some farmer activ-
ists and unions, some opposi-
tion leaders, an actor and an 
economist were among those 
whose Twitter accounts were 
blocked in India.
A Twitter spokeswoman said 
“it may be necessary to with-
hold access to certain con-
tent in a particular country 
from time to time” if “a prop-
erly scoped” request is made. 
A spokesman for the farmers 
said their accounts “had not 
done anything wrong” apart 
from supporting the long-run-
ning protests.
The executive editor of Car-
avan, Vinod K Jose, said the 
blocking of their account 
was the “latest in a long list 
of targeted attacks” by au-
thorities against the publi-
cation over their reporting.
Global media watchdog Re-
porters Without Borders 
slammed the suspensions, 
which it called a “shocking 
case of blatant censorship”.

Italy’s ruling 
parties face 

deadline
DNA

ROME: Italy’s ruling parties 
remained locked in talks 
ahead of a deadline Tuesday 
to agree a new government, 
risking further uncertainty 
despite the coronavirus pan-
demic that has devastated 
the economy. Prime Minis-
ter Giuseppe Conte quit last 
week after one of his coali-
tion partners withdrew in a 
row over the government’s 
handling of Covid-19, but 
still hopes to return at the 
helm of a revised cabinet.
The ruling parties, notably 
the populist Five Star Move-
ment (M5S) and centre-left 
Democratic Party, have since 
Friday been in detailed talks 
on the way forward, including 
with former premier Matteo 
Renzi’s Italia Viva, which 
sparked the crisis by leaving 
the government last month.
President Sergio Mattarel-
la, who as head of state is 
responsible for finding a 
way through the crisis, gave 
them until Tuesday to show 
they could form a govern-
ment -- with or without Con-
te at the helm. Mattarella 
has stressed the urgency of 
the task as Italy navigates 
the pandemic, which has 
killed almost 89,000 people.

China mission 
going ‘very 
well: WHO

DNA
WUHAN, CHINA: The 
World Health Organization 
mission probing the origins 
of Covid-19 in China was 
going “very well”, one of its 
members said Tuesday, as 
the team visited an animal 
disease control centre in 
the city where the first cas-
es were reported.
China has faced criticism at 
home and abroad for playing 
down the initial outbreak 
and concealing information 
when it first emerged in 
Wuhan in December 2019, 
raising doubts over the use-
fulness of the WHO trip.
The investigative team ar-
rived at the Hubei province 
animal disease prevention 
centre in Wuhan Tuesday 
morning, where the group 
donned white hazmat suits 
for a tour of the facilities.
Team member Peter Daszak 
told journalists the mission 
was “excellent” and pro-
ceeding “very well” as the 
group was driven into the 
facility, while team lead Pe-
ter Ben Embarek nodded 
when asked if the experts 
were being given sufficient 
access in Wuhan.

Wednesday, February 03, 2021
IslamabadPOST

KABUL: Pakistan ambassador to Afghanistan, Mansoor Ahmad khan met with Stefano Pontecorvo, NATO senior civilian representative 
and discussed regarding peace efforts in Afghanistan. – DNA

Taliban accuse US forces of 
transporting Da’ish militants

Foreign Desk

TEHRAN: The Afghan Tal-
iban have made a startling 
revelation that the United 
States forces in Afghanistan 
were involved in transport-
ing Da’ish militants into the 
war-torn country through 
their helicopters.
Senior members of Taliban, 
who are currently on a visit 
to Iran to discuss the peace 
process, made the state-
ment at a news conference 
in Tehran on Tuesday, ac-
cording to Iranian Press TV.
They went on to add that the 
US forces were also helping 
the Islamic State militants 
escape the areas under the 
Taliban’s control. Blaming 
the American forces for the 

recent uptick in violence 
in the country, the leaders 
said the US had defaulted 
on the terms agreed during 
the agreement in February 
and resumed the attacks.
“We have no access to the 
media but they have. They 

attribute violence to us and 
that is not true. They start 
the violence. They start the 
violent action and that’s still 
continuing.” Regarding the 
Afghan peace initiatives, 
Taliban negotiators said 
that the group was work-

ing on an “inclusive system 
and establishment” and 
was against the “monopo-
lising of power”. They also 
hinted at resuming terms 
of reference of an earlier 
agreement signed with the 
US if the foreign forces did 
not succeed in withdrawing 
from Afghanistan.
Earlier in the day, three peo-
ple were killed and seven oth-
ers wounded in a series of ex-
plosions in Afghanistan after 
the Western countries called 
on the Taliban to end a wave 
of violence that the group 
denies responsibility for. Last 
week, Iran’s Foreign Minis-
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif 
stressed upon formation of an 
“all-inclusive” Afghan govern-
ment during a meeting with a 
Taliban delegation in Tehran.

Blaming the American forces for the recent uptick in violence in 
the country, the leaders said the US had defaulted on the terms 

agreed during the agreement in February and resumed the attacks
3 killed in wave of bomb 
attacks in Afghanistan

 

KABUL: At least three people were killed and seven 
wounded in a series of explosions in Afghanistan on 
Tuesday, after Western countries called on the Tali-
ban to end a wave of violence that the group denies 
responsibility for. With Washington and NATO review-
ing plans to withdraw their forces from the country by 
May, one blast in Kabul hit an SUV and killed two peo-
ple, including Mohammad Atif, the head of non-gov-
ernmental charity Jamiat-i-Islah, police in the capital 
said.Two other explosions in the city, which caused 
injuries, targeted, respectively, a jeep of the coun-
ter-narcotics force and a civilian vehicle. – DNA



Belarus businessmen keen in 
importing Pakistani products

Expressing gratitude for the briefing, Mr. Topouzidis assured to start import  
of basmati rice and Himalayan salt products in the near future, as a start

DNA

MINSK: Ambassador Sajjad 
Haider Khan held a meeting 
with Pavel G. Topouzidis, owner 
of “Korona Chain Stores” who is 
also the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of “Tabak Invest” 
to discuss trade and investment 
opportunities with Pakistan. 

Mr. Topouzidis is also the Hon-
ourary Consul of Greece and 
Romania in Minsk. 
Highlighting the quality and 
price competitiveness of Paki-
stani exportable commodities, 
the Ambassador proposed pro-
viding opportunity for export 
of Home Textile products, rice, 
Himalayan Pink salt products, 
Kinnow and denim products to 

be sold at the Korona 
stores across Belarus. 
Besides, potential for im-
port of tobacco and mar-
ble was also discussed.  
Expressing gratitude for 
the briefing, Mr. Topou-
zidis assured to start im-
port of basmati rice and 
Himalayan salt products in 
the near future, as a start. 

OGDCL discovered 
gas/condensate  

at Sial-1 well   
 

ISLAMABAD: Oil & Gas Devel-
opment Company Limited (OGD-
CL) as Operator (95%) and Gov-
ernment Holdings (Pvt.) Limited 
(5%) has discovered Gas & Con-
densate from its Exploratory Well 
Sail-1, which is located in District 
Hyderabad, Sindh Province.
The structure of Sial-I was drilled 
and tested using OGDCL’s in 
house expertise. The well was 
drilled down to the depth of 2442 
Meters. Based on logs data, the 
well was tested at rate of 1.146 
Million Standard Cubic Feet per 
Day (MMSCFD) of gas and 680 
barrels per day (BPD) of con-
densate through 32/64” choke at 
Well Head Flowing Pressure of 
460 Pounds per Square Inch (Psi) 
from Lower Goru Formation.
The discovery of Sial Well-1 is 
the result of aggressive explo-
ration strategy adopted by the 
company. It has opened a new 
avenue and would add to the 
Hydrocarbon reserves base of 
OGDCL, its joint venture part-
ners and of the country. It will 
also contribute in diminishing 
the supply and demand gap of oil 
& gas in the country through the 
exploration & exploitation of in-
digenous resources. – DNA
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Sharif raises 
health issue

Abid Raza

LAHORE: PML-N Presi-
dent Shehbaz Sharif once 
again raised the issue of his 
health during a court hear-
ing on Tuesday related to 
the money-laundering case 
against him and his son, 
Hamza Shehbaz. 
An accountability court in 
Lahore heard the case pro-
ceedings for which both 
PML-N leaders were es-
corted under strict security. 
At the rostrum, the former 
chief minister of Punjab said 
he was grateful to the court 
for the order it gave regard-
ing his health, noting that 
his personal physician was 
added to the medical board.
Shehbaz said some of his 
“medical tests are yet to 
be carried out” but the jail 
authorities have been “con-
stantly delaying them”. Of-
ficials at the prison where 
he has been detained “kept 
making excuses to hinder 
the tests,” he claimed, add-
ing that they had only taken 
blood samples from him.
In addition, he presented 
the much-touted Transpar-
ency International report on 
corruption to the court and 
addressed the judge, saying: 
“Look, there was no cor-
ruption during our govern-
ment.” To which, the senior 
judge told Shehbaz “not to 
waste his time and let him 
do his work in the court.”

BISP removes 
additional 

29,961 
individuals
Zubair Ahmed

ISLAMABAD: Benazir In-
come Support Program 
(BISP) has exited an addi-
tional 29,961 individuals 
from its list of beneficiaries, 
following the data cleaning 
exercise under Ehsaas Gov-
ernance framework. 
In a tweet, Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister 
on Poverty Alleviation and 
Social Protection, Dr. Sania 
Nishtar Tuesday revealed 
that additional 29,961 in-
dividuals have been made 
ineligible for receiving the 
cash assistance as per avail-
ability of more data in 2020.
Among those removed from 
the BISP list of beneficiar-
ies included 15,326 pen-
sioners, 273 government 
employees, 9,991 high in-
come individuals (as docu-
mented by FBR data) and 
4,371 employees of autono-
mous agencies (as per data 
of 30 out of 74 agencies), 
Dr. Nishtar disclosed.  Ear-
lier in the year 2019, BISP 
exited 820,165 individuals 
from its beneficiaries’ list 
out of which 142,556 were 
government servants.

Sindh to close 
schools if 

cases increase
DNA

KARACHI: Sindh might close 
schools if the coronavirus 
infections in the province 
witness an increase. The 
announcement came a day 
after all of the educational 
institutions in the province re-
opened. Sindh Education Min-
ister Saeed Ghani, addressing 
a press conference on Tues-
day, said that on February 1, 
all educational institutions 
reopened, while some unpre-
pared schools remained close.
“Parents who do not want 
to send their children to 
schools can refrain from 
it. Also, the administration 
can’t ensure SOPs’ imple-
mentation; the parents 
should play their part in it 
as well,” the education min-
ister said. Moreover, the 
education minister said that 
50% attendance was permit-
ted in the schools in a bid to 
keep the virus at bay, add-
ing that the government had 
conducted COVID-19 test-
ing in schools and colleges.
Until now, the positivity rate 
in colleges is 1.9%, while in 
schools it stands at 5.9%, 
Ghani said. The education 
minister highlighted that four 
colleges had been shut after 
several COVID-19 cases were 
reported there. Sharing fur-
ther statistics, he said that the 
government had conducted 
11,845 tests in the province’s 
schools’ and from them, 546 
came positive. “As the minis-
ter, I want the education de-
partment to improve.”

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Optimistic 
about the huge advantag-
es of Pakistan’s textile in-
dustry, Challenge Fashion 
(Pvt) Ltd. has bought 80 
acres of land in Lahore 
and is currently applying 
for the qualification of the 
Special Economic Zone, to 
fully enjoy the policy sup-
port of the local govern-
ment and the preferential 
dividend of cross-regional 
market tax rates.
According to Gwadar Pro, 
the company plans to in-
vest USD 150 million in 
three phases to build a 
100-ton fabric production 
park, which will start con-
struction in mid-2021. 25 

tons of fabric and garment 
equipment will be put into 
production in the second 
half of 2022, with 6,000 
workers to be employed 
and projected annual sales 
of USD 80 million.
Karen Chen, CEO of Chal-
lenge Fashion, told Gwadar 
Pro that the establishment 
of a supply chain cluster 
will help improve Paki-
stan’s labor structure and 
management. “We hope to 
demonstrate China’s indus-
trial park standards to our 
Pakistani counterparts by 
creating a Chinese-regulat-
ed industrial park project.  
We can enable Chinese 
enterprises interested in 
overseas layout to see Paki-
stan’s investment potential, 
and also provide project 

landing sites for SMEs so 
that they can fully enjoy 
the preferential investment 
policies provided by the Pa-
kistani government. “
Through the early ex-
perimental operation of 
Challenge Apparels, the 
company gains a deeper un-
derstanding of the business 

environment in Pakistan, 
which provides a practical 
basis for additional invest-
ment decisions. 
“Pakistan has significant 
labor advantage to ensure 
the sufficient labor supply. 
Most of the existing textile 
enterprises have relatively 
outdated equipment, back-

ward management and prod-
ucts of low efficiency and 
low added value. Therefore, 
Chinese-funded enterpris-
es have great development 
potential in technology and 
management after investing 
in Pakistan.”
Karen said that “the tar-
iff-free treatment of textiles 
exported to the EU, togeth-
er with China’s Free Trade 
Agreement, can guarantee 
the price edge of Pakistani 
products. Pakistani fabrics 
exported to Africa or Jor-
dan can enter North Amer-
ica without tariffs, and the 
route is much shorter than 
from East Asia.”
Nevertheless, Pakistan’s 
textile industry still boasts 
great potential for optimi-
zation and upgrading. “The 

biggest obstacle to indus-
trial investment in Pakistan 
lies in the location of the 
project, which is also one 
of the main reasons why the 
country is unable to develop 
industry on a large scale. 
There has been no mature 
industrial park system so 
far. The industrial parks 
are located in remote areas, 
which are not suitable for la-
bor-intensive enterprises to 
carry out business,” Karen 
further mentioned.
As Pakistan’s pillar indus-
try, the textile industry 
has helped the country 
survive the difficult time of 
2020 and is still regarded 
as an important force for 
strengthening the national 
economy during the ongo-
ing global pandemic. 

Chinese enterprises to support Pakistani textile

Over 0.5m 
health 

workers 
registered

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: Over 0.5mn 
frontline health workers have 
registered themselves for the 
first phase of the COVID-19 
vaccination that is due to kick-
off tomorrow (Wednesday). 
The drive will begin tomor-
row at 11 in the morning at 
the NCOC, sources said and 
added that frontline health 
workers of 15 sensitive cities 
of the country will receive 
coronavirus jabs.
The staff of government, 
private and coronavirus iso-
lation centres will receive 
the dose of the vaccine in 
the first phase tomorrow. 
The vaccination process will 
be completed before March 
31, sources privy to the de-
velopment said.
Meanwhile, the registration 
process of the health work-
ers fighting the pandemic as 
first line of defense is also 
underway and up to now over 
0.5mn workers have regis-
tered themselves. Sources 
within the health ministry 
said that the process of dis-
patching the Covid vaccine to 
all the provinces is underway 
with Punjab and Gilgit Balti-
stan having already been sent 
the vaccine by road.
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BEIJING: China's support-
ed Desert Locust Monitor-
ing Archive protects Pa-
kistani agriculture, says a 
report published by Gwadar 
Pro on Monday.
In order to protect Paki-
stani agriculture from de-
sert locust, as of January 
2021, 15 desert locust disas-
ter monitoring reports have 
been issued. 
The report says, all of them 
were uploaded to Global Bi-
odiversity Information Fa-
cility (GBIF) this week.

In order to provide re-
al-time information on the 
locust situation, the data in 
the system is continuously 
updated. Meanwhile, ana-
lytical reports are also be-
ing produced and released 
regularly. The monitoring 
archive, integrated with 
multi-source Earth Obser-
vation data, self- developed 
models and algorithms, is 
launched by RSCROP, sup-
ported by Institute of Re-
mote Sensing and Digital 
Earth of Chinese Academy 
of Sciences(CAS). 
Publishing the reports on 
GBIF means that valuable 

data is accessible to each 
Pakistani for free.
The archive focuses on the 
situation of desert locusts 
in Pakistan, meanwhile also 
mentions cases in other 
countries such as Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Yemen and so on.
RSCROP said that the ar-
chive will provide technical 
support for multinational 
joint prevention and control 
of locust. 
“Through protecting eco-
system security and biodi-
versity, we’d love to contrib-
ute China's scientific and 
technological strength to 
Pakistani food security and 

human well-being. 
The online archive, believed 
as an effective means for 
dealing with locust disas-
ters, will protect Pakistan's 
agricultural development.
RSCROP confirmed that 
they will continue to follow 
the progress, constantly 
work on Pakistani desert lo-
cust prevention, and release 
related service data and sci-
entific reports.
The system has been used 
by government organs, in-
ternational organizations, 
research institutes, univer-
sities and enterprises in 
China, Britain and Italy.

China’s locust monitoring 
protects Pak agriculture

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court has ordered the immedi-
ate removal of Ahmed Omar Sheikh, accused in the murder 
case of American journalist Daniel Pearl, from the death 
cell. During the proceedings, the attorney-general told the 
court that Sheikh is not an ordinary accused, but a master-
mind of terrorists and that he will disappear if released.
Justice Munib Akhtar said the sacrifices of the armed forces 
are not denied, but the court is bound by the Constitution.
Justice Bandial remarked that Sheikh was accused of kid-
napping Pearl. He asked the attorney-general whether it had 
been proved that Sheikh was involved in terrorist activities.
The attorney-general argued that the federation has the 
power to detain dangerous criminals, to which Justice Sajjad 
Ali Shah said that Sheikh had already been illegally detained 
for a month. “The court cannot legalise your illegal actions,” 
Justice Shah told the attorney-general.
Justice Akhtar said it was not the dark ages that an accused 
should remain in jail even after 18 years, while Justice Shah 
said that the face of the body was not visible in the video of 
Daniel Pearl’s murder. The court then ordered immediate 
removal of Sheikh from the death cell and said he should 
be shifted to the general barracks for two days. After this, 
Sheikh should be shifted to a government rest house by Fri-
day under tight security, where his family will be able to 
visit from 8am to 5pm.

SC orders removal 
of Omar Sheikh 
from death cell

PARIS: More than 100 million Covid-19 vaccines have 
been given around the world, an AFP tally from official 
sources found Tuesday.
But none of the world’s 29 poorest countries has for-
mally started mass vaccination drives, while the rich-
est nations have given more than two-thirds of jabs 
administered.
Israel leads the race by far, with 37 percent of its pop-
ulation having received at least one dose, while more 
than a fifth have already got their second.
Yet more than a third of humanity (35 percent) live in 
countries where vaccination has yet to begin.
After Israel, the countries that have given the most dos-
es are in North America, Europe and the Persian Gulf.                  
The UK heads this group in per capita terms with shots 
given to 13.7 percent of its people, ahead of the US 
(32.2 million shots to 7.9 percent). 
The European Union has been clashing bitterly 
with AstraZeneca over access to supplies of its 
vaccine, with only 12.7 million shots given to 2.3 
percent of its people.
China by contrast has given 24 million shots, while India 
-- where many of the vaccines are made -- has given only 
four million to a tiny percentage of its vast population. 
The EU’s best performing countries are tiny Malta (5.4 
percent), Denmark (3.2 percent) and Poland (3.1 per-
cent).  The UK’s nearest competitor in Europe is Ser-
bia, which is also outside the bloc.
It has given the Chinese Sinopharm and Russia’s Sput-
nik V jabs to 6.2 percent of its population. – APP

More than 100 
million vaccinated

Sindh reduces 
exam duration 
to two hours

Shaheen Hanif

ISLAMABAD: Sindh Educa-
tion Minister Saeed Ghani 
has on Tuesday announced 
that the examination dura-
tion has been reduced from 
three hours to two and the 
paper pattern has been 
changed. The provincial 
minister addressed a press 
conference at the Sindh 
Assembly and said model 
papers according to the 
new pattern will be released 
soon. The government 
wants to compensate for the 
loss of students’ education 
due to covid, he stressed.
Saeed Ghani said, “The 
government conducted 
13,966 coronavirus tests in 
colleges out of which 266 re-
turned positive. Two colleg-
es were closed as a result. 
11,845 students were tested 
in schools and 546 were re-
ported positive.
“The government is trying 
to speed up the testing pro-
cedure and to achieve the 
maximum target on daily 
basis. A lot of work has been 
done in the education sec-
tor in Sindh. Those schools 
without buildings, teachers 
and students have been ex-
cluded from lists.” 

Altaf 
Hussain 

in ICU
DNA

LONDON: The Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement (MQM) 
founder and leader, Altaf 
Hussain, is in the Barnet 
Hospital’s Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) after contract-
ing Covid-19 around two to 
three weeks ago.
Media visited the hospital 
on Monday and the staff 
confirmed that the Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement 
(MQM) leader is in the 
coronavirus ward of the 
hospital under intensive 
care and no visitor, friend 
or family is allowed to meet 
him – as is the rule for all 
COVID-19 patients.
On Sunday night, an audio 
message of the Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement (MQM) 
leader was distributed in 
which the former Karachi 
strongman appealed, in a 
shaken voice, to his follow-
ers to pray for him after an-
nouncing that he had been 
admitted to the ICU. 
"I have been in the ICU in 
hospital for the last 20 days. 
It is due to your (support-
ers') prayers that I have 
been able to record this 
message on this day of Sat-
urday, Jan 30, 2021," the 
MQM leader had said.
Hussain had added: "May 
Allah protect everyone from 
this disease, Covid-19," he 
said, and appealed to listen-
ers to "take precautions and 
help each other".

FIA makes 
headway in 

fake licenses 
scandal

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
al Investigation Agency 
(FIA) has made progress 
in the fake pilots' licens-
es' scandal, it emerged on 
Tuesday.
During interrogation, sev-
eral senior Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) officials 
have admitted to taking 
money from Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines (PIA) 
as frontmen.
According to the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA), 
the probe has revealed that 
the pilots had paid Rs0.5 
million per paper to get 
someone else to attempt 
their exams for them.
It is pertinent to mention 
here that the dubious li-
cences claims were put 
forward by Federal Min-
ister for Aviation Ghulam 
Sarwar Khan in the Nation-
al Assembly in June of last 
year after a Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines (PIA) jet 
crashed in Karachi.
Sarwar had announced in 
the NA that of the 860 pi-
lots working in Pakistan, 
262, over 30%, had fake 
flying licenses. 
He later backtracked and 
used a slightly different 
terminology of "licenses 
obtained through dubious 
means."
This, he said, had been dis-
closed during a high-level 
investigation by a Board of 
Inquiry (BOI) constituted in 
February 2019.


