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President
Inaugurates
eye hospital

ABID Raza
LAHORE: President Dr

Arif Alvi in-
augurated
eye hospital
Layton Rah-
matullah
Benevolent
Trust at Anjuman Islamea
Welfare Complex Chiniot
today (Tuesday).
Addressing the inaugural
ceremony, the president
said that the network of
charitable hospitals being
run by the LRBT in the
country has been render-
ing national level quality
services.

He said that these charita-
ble hospitals are providing
excellent eye treatment
and surgery facilities free
of cost for the economical-
ly deprived segments all
over Pakistan.

Economy
improving:
Shibli

IBRAR KHAN
ISLAMABAD:

Minister for
Information
and Broad-
| casting Sen-
ator  Shibli
~ Faraz on
! Tuesday said
the economy was improving
despite difficulties because
of the coronavirus and the
opposition’s attempts to cre-
ate hindrances in the way of
the government. Speaking
at a press conference along
with Advisor to the Prime
Minister on Finance and Rev-
enue Abdul Hafeez Shaikh,
he said there was a good feel
factor in the market as the
economy’s basic indicators
are improving. The stock ex-
change was performing well,
the foreign direct investment
was increasing and the large
scale manufacturing was on
the rise, he added.

Ahsan Igbal
talks about

rigging
DNA

ISLAMABAD: PML-N sec-
retary-gen-
eral  Ahsan
Igbal has
" claimed that
») Gilgit Balti-
) stan  Chief
Election Commissioner
Raja Shahbaz Khan told
him “no one listens” to him
when Igbal went to see him
at his office. Igbal made the
startling claim on Monday
in response to a press con-
ference by the commission-
er telling PPP chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari to
come to his office, rather
than hold press conferences
and allege that the election
process was “rigged”.

PM hints at
e-voting system
IN Pakistan

PM said the constitutional amendment
required a two-third majority. It would
expose which political party would
support or oppose the corrupt practices

Naveep Miras / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan
Tuesday said the government had decided
to introduce electronic voting in the general
election and also move a hill in the parlia-
ment to amend the current mode of secret
ballot in the Senate polls to show of hands,
in a bid to ensure fair and transparent polls.
Talking to the media after meeting with
the Electoral Reforms Committee, the
prime minister said the bill was aimed at
discouraging ‘vote selling’ in the upcom-
ing Senate elections.

Imran Khan said the constitutional amend-
ment required a two-third majority. It would
expose which political party would support
or oppose the corrupt practices, he added.
The prime minister said the move was
unprecedented on the part of a sitting
government and recalled that the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf in 2018 had expelled
its 20 lawmakers for selling their votes.

Continued on Page 06

Opp. asked to
admit defeat

Fiaz CHaubHRY / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz
Tuesday said opposition should end the
bad tradition of not accepting its defeat
after elections. In a tweet on social me-
dia platform Twitter, he said this kind
of attitude was against the democratic
norms.He said the emotional statements
made by Bilawal Bhutto were devoid of
logic and reality. Those lecturing on de-
mocracy should adopt a democratic be-
haviour, he said adding those who were
raising the slogan of respect the vote
were not ready to honor the Gilgit Balti-
stan peoples’ vote.The minister said all
surveys in Gilgit Baltistan showed the
ascendancy of Pakistan Tehreek i Insaf
and Imran Khan as a popular leader.

Pakistan promoting
tolerance, says FM

Kartarpur Corridor by the present
government, which also gave the message
of religious harmony and coexistence

KHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Minister Makhdoom Shah
Mehmood Qureshi Tues-
day said that as against the
worldwide rising trends of
intolerance Pakistan with
a representative parlia-
ment and protecting the

rights of minorities was
promoting tolerance in the
country and society.

Speaking at a dialogue
on the “Importance of
Tolerance in  Current
Era”, organized here at

the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in connection with
the world tolerance day
(November 16) he said with

a flourishing democracy in
the country, Pakistan had

Continued on Page 06
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ATHAR Suri / DNA

KARACHI: The Sultanate of Oman has
taken notice of reports regarding the
entry of passengers into the country on
fake visas and introduced a verification
process for those travellers from Paki-
stan and other Asian countries.
According to details, the airlines from
these countries have been directed to
carry out a verification of Oman’s visa
ahead of the check-in and boarding pro-
cesses at the airports.

has been introduced for passengers trave-
ling from Pakistan and other Asian coun-
tries to Oman after several passengers had
been deported from the Gulf country for
holding illegal and fake visas.

Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) and
other national and international airlines
have been directed by the Omani authori-
ties to verify the visa carried by the passen-
ger ahead of the check-in process.

“No passenger will be issued a boarding
card before the verification process,” the
guidelines issued to the airlines read.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi exchanging
views with Ambassador of China to Pakistan Nong Rong, at Naval Headquarters. — DNA

Trump to speed up
troops withdrawal

Under a draft order circulating at the Pentagon,
the number of US forces in Afghanistan would be
halved from the current deployment of 4,500 troops

Chinese
envoy
lauds

Pak Navy

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Am-
bassador to Pakistan Nong
Rong called on Naval Chief
Muhammad Amjad Khan Ni-
azi at the Naval Headquar-
ters in Islamabad on Tues-
day and discussed matters
of mutual interest including
regional security situation.
The Chinese Ambassador
commended Pakistan Na-
vy’s efforts for maritime se-
curity of the region.

Both the sides reaffirmed
the commitment to further
improve cooperation be-
tween the naval forces of
the two countries.

Fazl rejects
ban on public
gatherings

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Jamiat Ul
ema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
chief Maulana Fazlur Reh-
man on Tuesday rejected a
ban imposed by the federal
government on public gath-
erings in the country amid
rising COVID-19 cases, me-
dia reported. “We reject a
ban on public gatherings in
the guise of COVID-19 pan-
demic and they will be held
as per schedule,” the JUI-F
chief said adding that the in-
cumbent rulers are used to
rigging and their tactics are
aimed at pressurizing the
opposition leaders.

He said that it is not a gov-
ernment formed from the
public mandate and there-
fore they would not hold
any sort of negotiations
with them. “We also reject
the results of the Gilgit Bal-
tistan elections,” Maulana
Fazlur Rehman said. It is
pertinent to mention here
that PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto and Maulana Fazlur
Rehman have rejected the
recently-concluded Gilgit
Baltistan elections. Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari in his
tweet said: “My election
has been stolen.

News Desk / DNA

ISLAMABAD: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump is
pushing to accelerate with-
drawals from Afghanistan,
Irag and Somalia by the
time he leaves office in
January, the US media re-
ported on Tuesday.

Under a draft order circu-
lating at the Pentagon, the
number of US forces in Af-
ghanistan would be halved

from the current deploy-
ment of 4,500 troops. The
report said that in Irag,
the Pentagon would trim
force levels slightly below
the 3,000 troops that com-
manders had previously
announced and in Somalia,
virtually all of the more than
700 troops conducting train-
ing and counterterrorism
missions would leave.

Last month, Trump also said
in his tweet that he wanted
all 4,500 US troops in Af-

ghanistan home by Christ-
mas, but top military and na-
tional security aides advised
against such a precipitous
withdrawal. later on, Trump
eventually agreed to the
smaller drawdown.

According to US media, the
Pentagon has issued a no-
tice to commanders known
as a “warning order” to be-
gin planning to draw down
the number of troops in
Afghanistan to 2,500 troops
and 2,500 in Iraq by Jan 15.

" No pressure on PM
to recognize Israel

Prime Minister had clearly articulated Pakistan’s
position that unless a just settlement of the Palestine
Issue, satisfactory to the Palestinian people, was
found, Pakistan could not recognize Israel

ANSAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD”  Responding to queries
about reports in certain section of the me-
dia claiming that the Prime Minister said
Pakistan was under U.S. “pressure” to rec-
ognize Israel, the Spokesperson rejected
the reports as fabrication.

The Spokesperson said the Prime Minister
had clearly articulated Pakistan’s position
that unless a just settlement of the Pales-
tine issue, satisfactory to the Palestinian
\people, was found, Pakistan could not

recognize Israel. The Prime Minister had
stressed that Pakistan’s policy in this re-
gard was rooted in Quaid-e-Azam’s vision.
The Prime Minister’s remarks are an un-
equivocal reaffirmation of Pakistan’s po-
sition on the subject, leaving no room for
baseless speculation.

For a just, comprehensive and lasting
peace, Pakistan will continue to support
a two-state solution in accordance with
the relevant United Nations and OIC res-
olutions as well as international law, with
pre-1967 borders and Al-Quds Al-Sharif as
the capital of Palestine. )

Pakistan

According to the latest fig-

Pakistan,

reports 2,050
new cases

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Pakistan has re-
ported 33 deaths in last 24
hours by novel coronavirus
as the number of positive
cases has surged to 361,082.
The nationwide tally of fatal-

ities has jumped to 7,193.

ures by the National Com-
mand and Operation Center
(NCOC) 2,050 persons have
been tested positive for
COVID-19 in 24 hours.

Sindh remains the worst-hit
province by the pandemic
in terms of cases followed
by Punjab, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Islamabad. Till
now 156,528 coronavirus
cases have been confirmed
in Sindh, 109,9 111,047 in
Punjab, 42,615 in KPK.

(_Inside.J

UK encourages more students from Pakistan

Last year, over 5,000 students from Pakistan were granted a UK student visa — a 20% increase
on the previous year. In addition, 93% of Pakistani students were successful in receiving a student
visa — showing that the vast majority of UK student visa applicants are granted

A.M.BruaTTi / DNA

ISLAMABAD: The UK minister
responsible for visas and immigra-
tion has encouraged even more
students from Pakistan to choose
the UK as a place to study as we
mark International Students Day.

Kevin Foster MP, Minister for
Future Borders and Immigration,
used the annual celebration of
international students to make
clear the UK is open to students,
highlighting visa flexibility around
Covid-19, as well as the new Stu-
dent Route, as reasons to continue
choosing the UK for study.

Last year, over 5,000 students
from Pakistan were granted a UK
student visa — a 20% increase on
the previous year. In addition,

93% of Pakistani students were
successful in receiving a student
visa — showing that the vast ma-
jority of UK student visa appli-
cants are granted.

In addition, the UK’s new Student
Route promises to make it even
more streamlined and convenient
for Pakistani students, with ben-
efits such as applying up to six
months in advance, and additional
opportunities to extend student
visas from inside the UK.

In response to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the UK was among the
first countries to introduce visa
flexibility for students, including
permitting remote study for the
whole 2020-21 academic year and
replacing thousands of expired
visas free of charge so Pakistani
students could still travel.

Furthermore, in Summer 2021
the UK will be introducing the
Graduate Route, a new post-study
work visa that will allow eligible
students two years (or three
years for PHD students) to stay
back after they graduate to work,
or look for work in the UK.

Kevin Foster MP, Minister for
Future Borders and Immigra-
tion, said: “Pakistani students
have always been a huge part of
our community — and we look
forward to welcoming more to
our world leading Universities.
Put simply, we want the best
and brightest to study in the UK,
which is why we have made it
easier to apply.

“The UK will always value and
welcome international students,
and whether now or in the fu-
ture, we want Pakistani students
to choose the UK as the place to
fulifll their potential.”

The British Deputy High Com-
missioner, Mike Nithavrianakis,
said: “Last year, over 5,000 Paki-
stani students were successfully
granted a visa — a 20% increase

on the previous year. This is a
testament to the strengthening
links between the UK and Paki-
stan. “But, more than that, each
successful visa means another
student heading to the UK, to
build their career, expand their
horizons and find out more
about all that the UK has to of-
fer. We hope that this continues,
and that many more students
from Pakistan follow their com-
patriots on this journey.”

The Student Route and Graduate
Route are part of the UK’s new
points-based system, the new
system of visas and immigration
that the UK is opening in Janu-
ary 2021. This will create a fair-
er, clearer system, where what
matters is the skills an individual
has rather than their nationality.

Afghan to
exchange
E-Data

DNA

KABUL:  Abdul  Razak
Dawood, Advisor to PM on
Commerce and Investment
during the 7th meeting of
Afghanistan Pakistan Transit
Trade Coordination Authori-
ty (APTTCA) remarked that
new era between both the
countries has begun and
assured his full support to
the people of Afghanistan to
develop better future for the
next generation. He said that
we are committed for great-
er integration and ready to
work together for the pros-
perity of the region. The
meeting was held to review
and renegotiate The Afghan-
istan Pakistan Transit Trade
Agreement which is going to
expire in February 2021.
Muhammad Sualeh Ahmad
Faruqui, Federal Secretary
of Commerce and Invest-
ment and Mr. Abdul Karim
Malik Yar, Afghan Deputy
Minister For Investment
and Trade along with their
respective teams deliberat-
ed upon in detail all aspects
of the Transit Trade Agree-
ment between both the
countries and showed their
full commitment to stream-
line existing procedures to
boost bilateral trade.
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Briefs

NA body
passes CPEC
Authority
Amdt Bill

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The National
Assembly Standing Com-
mittee on Planning, Devel-
opment and Special Initi-
atives Tuesday passed the
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) Authori-
ty (Amendment) Bill 2020
with majority votes.

The meeting chaired by Ju-
naid Akbar, MNA discussed
in detail the draft of the Bill
and decided to pass it with
majority of votes.

The Committee inquired
from the Ministry of Plan-
ning that what salary pack-
age was being given to pres-
ent Chairman CPEC.

The Ministry replied that
salary was not being paid
to Chairman, CPEC and
that he had not signed any
MoU after the expiry of the
CPEC Ordinance.

The members who submit-
ted their note of dissent
against the Bill included
Muhammad Sajjad, Ahsan
Igbal Chaudhary, Muham-
mad Junaid Anwar Chaud-
hary, Sardar Muhammad
Irfan Dogar and Syed Agha
Rafiullah. The meeting was
also attended by Minister
for Planning Asad Umar,
MNAs Sher Akbar Khan,
Saleh Muhammad, Shaukat
Ali, Syed Faiz-ul-Hassan,
Nawab Sher, Dr. Seemi
Bokhari, Imran Khattak,
and Muhammad Sajjad.

AJK decides
to impose
lockdown

for fortnight

DNA

MUZAFFARABAD: Amidst
rising coronavirus cases,
the Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) government de-
cided on Tuesday to impose
a complete lockdown across
the region for a fortnight
starting November 21.

This decision came during a
meeting of the AJK cabinet
that met today with Prime
Minister Raja Farooq Haid-
er in the chair. The meeting
was briefed that the corona-
virus situation in the valley
has worsened as Covid-19
positivity rate has gone up
to 19 per cent.

There would be a complete
lockdown in all AJK districts
with a ban on weddings
and other gatherings. All
schools and businesses will
remain shut during the lock-
down. Strict screening at
the entry points of the re-
gion would be ensured.
Besides, the number of
employees in government
offices will be cut in half as
only 50% of them would be
allowed to come to offices
while the rest would work
from home. The total num-
ber of Covid cases in the
region stands at 5,538, ac-
cording to the government’s
portal on Covid-19.

Globally
everyday
3700 lives
lost in traffic
accidents

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Like other
parts of the world, interna-
tional day of remembrance
for road traffic victims was
also observed in Pakistan.
However, this year the day
was marked at that time
when the roads of twin cit-
ies were facing too much
pressure due to closure of
the Faizabad interchange.
Dr Mohammad Shahid, a road
safety expert associated with
the Road safety Council of
Pakistan, has stated that road
traffic collisions are a major
health and development con-
cern. According to him, every
year numerous precious lives
are being lost due to horrific
road accidents. He further
said that road collisions are
resulting in loss of as many
as 3700 people around the
world on daily basis.

On the occasion, local stu-
dents belonging to twin cit-
ies, on the platform of Youth
United to Serve The Nation
(YUSTN), also organized a
competition of photo post-
ers on the topic of road safe-
ty. According to students,
there is a need to create
awareness among car driv-
ers as well as pedestrians.

‘Good Is news Is that
economy Is picking up’

Hafeez Shaikh says that the exports from the country were increasing while
the textile sector had received export orders up to December

SHUJAAT HamzA

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to Prime
Minister on Finance and Revenue,
Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh said Tues-
day that economy of the country
had picked up as indicated by the
performance of both external as
well as internal economic sectors.
“Good news are coming about
economy,” the advisor said dur-
ing a media briefing here. He
was flanked by Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, Shibli
Faraz. The advisor said that on in-
ternal front, the Large Scale Man-
ufacturing had witnessed around 5
percent growth after a long time,
with cement sales increasing up
to 20 million tons while there had
been considerable growth in prod-
ucts of automobiles and fertilizers.
Hafeez Shaikh said that the ex-
ports from the country were in-
creasing while the textile sector
had received export orders up to
December. In addition, the rupee
has stabilized and in fact has en-
hanced its value while the foreign
exchange reserves held by the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has
risen up to $13 billion.

On fiscal side, the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) has collected
Rs 1340 billion revenues in four
months, which is more than the
actual target earmarked for the
period. In addition, the board is-

sued refunds of Rs 128 billion dur-
ing the four months against the
refunds of Rs 50 hillion during the
same period of last year while the
total refunds during the last fiscal
year stood at Rs 248 billion.

He said that the government had
reduced its expenditures while
there was no borrowings from
the SBP while no supplementary
grant was issued. The Advisor said
although the COVID-19 pandemic
had affected the government’s
achievements but it successfully

managed to bring the economy

out of crisis which was evident
from the fact that the whole world
was praising Pakistan’s way of
managing COVID-19.

He informed that the government
inherited a huge current account
deficit which was exceeding $20
billion and the current govern-
ment brought down the deficit to
$3 billion in first year and now
even it had turned to surplus of
over $792 million. “This issue has
been controlled completely now,”

he added. With respect to the do-

mestic economic situation, the ad-
visor explained that as contrary to
the past, the governments income
was more than its expenditures
due to which it was not borrowing
from the central bank.

He said the PTI government
had to pay Rs 5000 billion as in-
terest on the loans taken by the
previous governments. He fur-
ther explained that during four
months of current fiscal year,
the government’s debt did not

increase and remained at the
level of Rs 36.4 trillion which
was same by end of June 2020.
“This is clear proof of maintain-
ing fiscal discipline by the gov-
ernment,” he added.

Further, he maintained that the
SBP reserves were also touching
$13 billion mark that was encour-
aging sign. Besides, he said the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
had refunded a record Rs 128 bil-
lion during first four months of
current fiscal year which was a
100 percent increase as compared
to the same period of last year.
Similarly, he said during last fiscal
year the FBR had cleared the re-
funds of Rs 248 billion.

Hafeez Shaikh said the basic pur-
pose of all the the government’s
endeavours to increase economic
activity was to increase job cre-
ation and provide maximum re-
lief to the common people. The
construction sector, he said was
witnessing a big boom that had
helped triggering the economic
activities in the country.

Under PSDP, he said allocation
had been increased and new pro-
jects were being initiated spe-
cially in the far flung areas. He
said during recent months, the
profitability of business compa-
nies was also increasing as the
profitability of top 100 compa-
nies had increased by 36% while
that of banking sector by 56%.

China, Pakistan explore cold
chain cooperation: Chen Lin

Customers may encounter r)roblems in production and processing, we

need to give an overall solution, the cold storage warehouse will be

Bilawal,
condemn alleged
rigging in GB polls

Maryam

monitored remotely and the company will provide customer service

DNA

BENING: China’s cold
chain technology may help
Pakistan reduce loss of
agricultural products and
increase the added value,
Chen Lin, vice president of
Hefei Lianhui Refrigeration
Equipment Co., told China
Economic Net (CEN).
There is close cooperation
between Chinese and Paki-
stani rice seed companies.
To meet the needs of seed
storage in Pakistan, Chen
Lin started to build an
800-square-meter seed cold
storage warehouse with a
rice company in Karachi,
Pakistan, in 2017.

Chen Lin told the CEN that,
they deliver the equipment
and cold storage plates to
Pakistan, and send technical

personnel for equipment in-
stallation and training of Pa-
kistani personnel. “Custom-
ers may encounter problems
in production and process-
ing, we need to give an over-
all solution,” he said, adding
“the cold storage warehouse
will be monitored remotely
and the company will pro-
vide customer service.
Although the cost of cold
storage warehouse is not
that high, the products
stored in it are very ex
pensive. In case of a power
failure in the cold storage
warehouse, yet without be-
ing realized by the compa-
ny, the loss could be huge.
Therefore, the remote mon-
itoring is something like an
insurance policy. Even if the
warehouse staff don’t feel
the power failure, the oth-
er 3-5 monitoring staff will

receive text messages, ring-
tones and other prompts,
which can remind custom-
ers by phone to minimize
the storage risk.”

Mangoes & citrus fruits
“dormant” for three months
in air-conditioned cold stor-
age warehouse, added value
doubled In recent years,
Pakistan has made break-
throughs in the export of
mangoes and citrus fruits to
China, however, the country
has been upset by preserva-
tion problems due to the
month-long shipping cycle.
In this regard, Chen Lin
gave an air conditioning
fresh-keeping technology
solution. “Under the prem-
ise of ensuring the tem-
perature and humidity of
the products, the air-condi-
tioned cold storage ware-
house can keep the fruits

dormant by adjusting the
contents of oxygen and
carbon dioxide, thus keep-
ing the fruits in a relatively
long storage period,” Chen
Lin explained.

“Mangoes and oranges
can be stored for about
3 months, cherries for
45 days, Kiwifruits for 6
months, apples for 3-6
months, and bayberries for
about 30 days.” The exten-
sion of storage period also
brings higher added value.
Fruits with higher added
value, such as cherries, ki-
wifruits and golden pears,
can be sold at higher prices
when stored off-season.
Chen Lin further said that
pick season Kiwifruits are
about RMB 30 per kg,
and the price could reach
RMB 60 per kg during the
Spring Festival.

Expo connects Pakistan
companies to Chinese firms

DNA

ISLAMABAD: It is for the
first time that Pakistan’s
small & medium sized lo-
cal companies have got in
touch with the top high-tech
Chinese enterprises which
offered them a meticulous
opportunity to revamp their
business practices, earning
standards and future devel-
opment trajectories.

The companies took advan-
tage of Pakistan’s first ever
Offline & Online Pakistan
Industrial Expo 2020 that
ended here on Sunday.

Peng Zhengwu, Deputy
Consul General, Chinese
Consulate  Lahore, ex-

pressed these views while

talking to Gwadar Pro.

He said that Pakistan In-
dustrial Expo 2020 gave a
big push to the industrial
cooperation between Chi-
na and Pakistan on the ba-
sis of CEPC Phase I. “It is
the right time to promote
the business opportunity
as the infrastructures of
power and transportation
are already well in place,”
he added.

He said that it was also an
encouragement to both
sides to get more connect-
ed, surmounting the peril-
ous challenge of COVID-19
pandemic.  “On-line  ex-
changes opened a new gate
for the enterprises and this
time response remained
promising,” he stated.

He added, “It is a manifes-
to that solutlons are always
out of questions. The Paki-
stan side, together with the
Chinese partner, has done
a great job. As we are push-
ing forward CEPC Phase I,
wonderful visions are just
steps ahead. Industrializa-
tion, technical advancement
and modernization are the
salient feature of tomor-
row's Pakistan.”

In the occasion, Pakistan
China Joint Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(PCJCCI) general secre-
tary Muhammad Salahud-
din Hanif said that expo
became heartthrob of
those local businessmen
hailing from remote areas
of Pakistan.

Foreigners
trapped in
elevator

DNA

KARACH]I: Some foreigners
faced trouble after getting
stuck in an elevator near
concourse halls at Karachi
airport after it developed
a fault and stopped func-
tioning. The foreigners got
stuck in the elevator started
shouting for help after being
panicked as emergency but-
ton of the lift was not work-
ing as well. They remained
stuck in the elevator for
more than seven minutes
before the airport officials
arrived in to get them out.
The officials of CAA spotted
the people trapped in the el-
evator through the security
cameras and immediately
moved in to evacuate them.

LAHORE: Chairman of Pa-
kistan People’s Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and
Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N) leader
Maryam Nawaz on Tues-
day condemned alleged
rigging in Gilgit-Baltistan
election during a telephon-
ic conversation. During the
conversation with Maryam,
Bilawal said that securing
of more votes by alliance
of opposition parties than
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
is proof of government’s
lack of popularity among
masses.

Maryam Nawaz said that
public of Gilgit-Baltistan
stands with narrative of op-
position. During the phone
call, both leaders also
agreed to meet soon.

It is pertinent to mention
here that opposition par-
ties have rejected results of
Gilgit-Baltistan elections and
PPP workers are staging a
protest outside Deputy Com-
missioner’s office over al-
leged rigging in the elections.
PPP leader Nafisa Shah said
that PTI scored 10 seats
through rigging and asked
that what happened in last
six months that a party
which had no candidate for
the election few months ago
now managed to win this
much seats. On the other
hand, PML-N senior leader
Shahid Khagan Abbasi on
Monday accused caretak-
er setup in Gilgit-Baltistan
of influencing the general
election process of the re-
gion. — DNA

Sindh decides not
to close schools for

winter vacations

KARACHI: Government of Sindh has decided not to close
educational institutions for winter vacations this year as stu-
dents were granted extended summer vacations due to first
wave of novel coronavirus in the province

According to officials of provincial education department,
the matter will be further discussed during a meeting with
National Command Operation Center (NCOC) later in the
month. On the other hand, Balochistan Education Minister
Sardar Yar Muhammad Rind has said that the suggestion
of closing educational institutions for winter vacations from
December 1 in cold areas is under consideration.

Sardar Yar Muhammad Rind said he apprised Federal Minis-
ter for Education Shafgqat Mahmood of details about institu-
tions in the inter-provincial meeting of education ministers.
He said the decisions to extend winter vacations up to three
months and to add fifteen holidays this year as compared to
the past are also under consideration. - DNA

India does not qualify for UNSC seat: Munir

“We have clear and ample evidence of this state-sponsored terrorism,”
the Pakistani envoy told the 193-member Assembly

DNA

NEW YORK: Pakistan’s Perma-
nent Representative Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations Munir
Akram on Monday said that India
does not even qualify for a seat
on the 15-member United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC)
because the state has violated
the UN'’s resolution on Indian
lllegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (110JK).

The ambassador was speaking
at the UN General Assembly in
New York.

Reaffirming Pakistan’s resistance
against the addition of permanent
members in the UNSC, Akram

made a reference to India without
naming it and said that the “South
Asian country” has waged 20 wars
since independence and fomented
terrorism and instability across
the region, especially in Pakistan.
“We have clear and ample evi-
dence of this state-sponsored ter-
rorism,” the Pakistani envoy told
the 193-member Assembly.

“One country, most insistent on
the Security Council membership,
has a proclivity for the use and the
threat of use of force; [It] foment-
ed terrorism across our region,
violated UNSC'’s resolutions, and
targeted innocent lives at the Line
of Control (LoC). This [country]
has no qualification for permanent
or even non-permanent member-

ship in the Security Council,” am
bassador Akram stressed.

It should be noted that four coun-
tries, including India, Brazil, Ger-
many, and Japan (the G-4) have
been seeking a permanent mem-
bership at the UNSC.

“The reform of the Security Coun-
cil must be part of a broader reviv-
al of the multilateral system as it

z
e

was conceived under the Charter.
The Council must be made more
representative, responsive, demo-
cratic, and transparent,” he said.
Full-scale negotiations to reform
the Security Council began in the
General Assembly in February
2009 on five key areas - the cat-
egories of membership, the ques-
tion of veto, regional representa-
tion, size of an enlarged Security
Council, and working methods of
the council and its relationship
with the General Assembly.
Despite a general agreement on
enlarging the Council, as part of
the UN reform process, member
states remain sharply divided
over the details.

The G-4 countries have shown

no flexibility in their campaign
to expand the Security Council
by 10 seats, with six additional
permanent and four non-perma-
nent members.

On the other hand, the Italy/Pa-
kistan-led Uniting for Consen-
sus (UfC) group firmly oppos-
es any additional permanent
members, saying that such a
move will not make the Secu-
rity Council more effective and
also undermine the fundamen-
tal principle of democracy that
is based on periodic elections.
The Security Council is currently
composed of five permanent mem-
bers - Britain, China, France, Rus-
sia and the United States - and 10
non-permanent members.

‘Govt will
not allow
anyone to
take law
in hands’

DNA

GILGIT: The government of
Gilgit Baltistan on Tuesday
announced that strict action
will be taken against ele-
ments will try to disrupt law
and order situation.
Spokesman of Gilgit Balti-
stan government Faizullah
Faraq categorically said that
some political parties were
trying to make the general
election controversial but
the government has decided
to deal with iron hands.

In a statement, he termed
the Gilgit-Baltistan election
process as fair, impartial,
transparent and exemplary.
The final results will be dis-
played after counting the
postal ballot papers, he has
said. He further said that
the government would not
allow anyone to take law in
their hands after defeat in
the elections. He asked the
political parties to respect
the votes of the people of
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Circular
railway to
resume after
2 decades

KARACHI: The Karachi
Circular Railway is set to
resume operations from
Thursday, November 19,
after an interval of two dec-
ades, Earlier, the Pakistan
Railways had announced
that the Karachi Circular
Railway’s operations would
resume from November 16.
The KCR has two locomo-
tives and 11 coaches — each
having the capacity to trans-
port 100 passengers, 64 on
seats and 36 standing — all
the way from the Pipri sta-
tion to the Orangi station.
According to a Pakistan Rail-
ways’ statement, the distance
between the Pipri and Oran-
gi stations is nearly 60 kilo-
metres. “Four trains in [two
directions] will commute the
passengers between Pipri
and Orangi stations with a
uniform gap of three hours,”
the statement said. At 7am
on November 19, the first
train will depart from the Or-
angi station, followed by sub-
sequent departures at 10am,
1pm, and 4pm.

A uniform fare of Rs50 per
travel has also been fixed.
The Pakistan Railways Pipri
Station is near the Pakistan
Steel Mills. All the way from
Pipri, Landhi, Malir, Drigh
Road, Cantt Station till the
City Station runs the Pa-
kistan Railways Main Line
(ML-1), which is 46 kilo-
metres long.

From the City Station to-
wards the Orangi Station,
the distance is around 14
kilometres. After the City
Station, there are Keamari,
Karachi Port Trust, Wazir
Mansion, Lyari, Baldia, Gul-
bai, SITE, Shah Latif, and
Orangi stations. — APP

Lyari
gangsters
being used

by RAW: CTD

KARACHI: The Counter-Ter-
rorism Department (CTD)
claimed on Monday that the
remnants of the Lyari gang
war were being used by a
foreign intelligence network
to trigger sectarian violence
in the metropolis.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at his office, CTD DIG
Omar Shahid Hamid said
that a new pattern of “con-
tract killings” had emerged
during interrogation of three
held suspects, identified as
Mudassir Javed, Haris alias
Langra and Abu Sufyan, who
were allegedly involved in a
recent attempt on the life of
Mufti Amin aka Mufti Abdul-
lah in Jamshed Quarters.
“The held suspects belong
to a group led by Lyari gang-
ster Zahid alias Shooter, who
lives in the UAE and works
for Indian intelligence agen-
cy, RAW,” he said. Apart
from Zahid Shooter, another
Lyari gangster, Haji, provid-
ed funds to members of his
gang for carrying out target-
ed killings in order to create
a sense of insecurity and
instigate sectarian violence.
The officer revealed that a
CTD team led by Raja Umar
Khattab arrested Haris and
Sufyan from Kakri Ground
on Sunday night. Their
third accomplice, Mudassir
Javed, was arrested from
the crime scene with the
help of area people soon
after the botched assassina-
tion attempt on Oct 21, he
added. — APP
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