
Portugal keen in friendly 
ties with Pakistan

Mayor Islamabad Sheikh Ansar Aziz said at the occasion that Pakistan 
attaches great importance to its relations with Portugal, both in the 
bilateral context as well as within the framework of European Union 

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Portugal to 
Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Paulo Neves Pocinho 
met with the Mayor Islamabad Sheikh 
Ansar Aziz here on Thursday. Matters 
of mutual interests discussed during the 
meeting. 
Speaking at the occasion, Ambassador of 
Portugal to Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Paulo Neves 
Pocinho extended his good will gesture to 
Pakistan and expressed keen interest in 
continuing the friendly relations with Paki-
stan in future as well. He said that there is 
no eye blinking from the fact that Islamabad 
is a very beautiful city, but its beauty and 
greenery can be enhanced further. Portugal 
is all set to support MCI in its projects for 
the beautification of the city, he added. 
Mayor Islamabad Sheikh Ansar Aziz said at 
the occasion that Pakistan attaches great 
importance to its relations with Portugal, 
both in the bilateral context as well as 
within the framework of European Union. 
Pakistan is emerging as one of the attrac-
tive destinations for tourists. Metropolitan 
Corporation Islamabad (MCI) is committed 
to enhance the beauty of the capital city, he 
added. Mayor Islamabad Sheikh Ansar Aziz 
welcome the Ambassador and invited him 
to visit Metropolitan Corporation Islam-
abad (MCI) next time. Sheikh Ansar Aziz 
also presented souvenir and gifts to the 
ambassador at the end of meeting. – DNA

Briefs
Emirates 
revises 

Sialkot flight 
Schedule
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ISLAMABAD: Emirates 
has revised its flight tim-
ings to/from Sialkot to of-
fer customers better con-
nections via Dubai with 
seven weekly flights - pro-
viding greater access to its 
current network of 75 cit-
ies across six continents. 
Effective 22 August, Emir-
ates flight EK 618 will 
depart Dubai at 20:55 hrs 
and arrive in Sialkot at 
1:10 hrs. The return flight, 
EK 619 will depart Sialkot 
at 2:40 hrs and arrive in 
Dubai at 5:00 hrs. 
In addition to Sialkot, 
Emirates offers custom-
ers direct flights to four 
other cities in Pakistan 
including Karachi, Islam-
abad, Lahore, and Pesha-
war. Ensuring the safety 
of travellers, visitors, and 
the community, COVID-19 
PCR tests are mandatory 
for all inbound and tran-
sit passengers arriving 
to Dubai (and the UAE), 
including UAE citizens, 
residents and tourists, ir-
respective of the country 
they are coming from.

‘PTI govt 
disappointed 

Business 
persons’
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ISLAMABAD: Former 
President ICCI Shahid 
Rasheed Butt on Friday 
said the government disap-
pointed masses and busi-
nesspersons during the 
last two years. Not a single 
promise was fulfilled, there 
was no move towards Naya 
Pakistan while runaway 
inflation continued to hit 
masses badly, he said.
Shahid Rasheed Butt said 
that political and economic 
instability has increased, 
confusion over critical na-
tional and international 
issues persists, and mafia 
remained uncontrolled de-
spite tall claims. He said 
that the government has 
failed to deliver on promis-
es and it is unable to car-
ry the heavy burden of its 
expansive promises while 
the clarity of ideas and pol-
icies is still a far cry for it.

Islamabad 
Police conduct 

flag march 
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ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad 
Police along with district ad-
ministration on Friday con-
ducted flag march with an 
objective to maintain peace 
and tranquility in the city 
during Muharram ul Har-
am. Following directions of 
IGP Islamabad Muhammad 
Aamir Zulfiqar Khan, the 
flag march was conducted 
under the supervision of 
SP (Industrial Area) Zubair 
Ahmed Shaikh and SP (Ru-
ral-Zone ) Farooq Amjad 
Butar which was participat-
ed by SDPOs, SHOs of all 
police stations,  officials of 
district administration, , Is-
lamabad Traffic Police, Po-
lice Commandoes, Rescue 
15 police officials and police 
patrolling officials.

NAB 
employee 
removed 

from service
DNA

ISLAMABAD: A NAB em-
ployee has been removed 
from service upon serious 
misconduct charges. Ms. 
Hina Zahoor joined NAB as 
Deputy Assistant Director 
(BS-16) from 06.03.2013 and 
was posted at NAB Rawal-
pindi. She was allowed 1x 
year (365xdays) ex-Pakistan 
Extra Ordinary Leave (with-
out pay) with effect from 
04.06.2018 to visit Sweden. 
The Lady Officer was re-
quired to join her duties on 
04.06.2019 but she did not 
join her official duty and 
instead requested for exten-
sion in leave which was not 
approved. She was also di-
rected to report for duty and 
informed her about discipli-
nary action in case of failure. 
However, she failed to 
join her duties as per law. 
Consequently, disciplinary 
proceedings were initiated 
against the Lady Officer 
and she was served with 
Show Cause Notice dated 
13.09.2019 on charges of 
“Misconduct”. 

Monsoon 
plantation 

drive begins 
at QAU

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Monsoon 
Plantation drive 2020 has 
commenced on Friday at 
Quaid-i-Azam University 
(QAU) Islamabad. Like previ-
ous years, Quaid-i-Azam  Uni-
versity Alumni Association, 
in collaboration with Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy, Government of Pakistan, 
Directorates of Estate Man-
agement and Student Af-
fairs QAU Islamabad, under 
Green and Clean Pakistan 
campaign, would plant three 
thousand plants at QAU cam-
pus at its affiliated Colleges 
across federal capital.
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IslamabadPOST

Army to help maintain peace during Ashura

DNA 

ATTOCK: Army to assist 
district administration and 
police to maintain law and 
order situation in district 
Attock as authorities have 
rolled up their sleeves to 
ensure peace and security 
during the sensitive month 
of Muharram-Ul-Haram.
A contingent of army led 
by Brigadier Mohammad 
Yousaf hold a meeting with 
the district administration 
in his chair which was at-
tended by deputy commis-
sioner Ali Annan Qammar 
and district Police officer 
Syed Khalid Hamdani, all 
heads of local law enforce-
ment agencies, assistant 
commissioners and sub di-

visional police officers. The 
participants have reviewed 
and finalized the Muharram 
security plan. The partici-
pants were informed that 
as many as 145 processions 
would be taken out while 
754 majalis would be held 
across the Attock.
It was revealed that during 
Muharram, 145 processions 
would be taken out from 87 
Imambargahs located differ-
ent areas of the district which 
include 28 A category(high 
sensitive) , 25 B Category 
(sensitive) and 92 C category 
(less sensitive) processions 
and 754 majalis would be 
held. The participants were 
informed that these proces-
sions would be provided fool 
proof security for which 1742 
police officials including 5 

DSPs, 10 SHOs, 180 Sub 
Inspectors/ASIs, 119 head 
constables, 1100 constables , 
20 lady constables, elite force 
and 623 volunteers have 
been deputed.
It was informed that these 
volunteers have being 
deployed after imparting 
necessary training while 
walk through gates would 
be installed at the entry 
and exit points of the pro-
cessions and majalis while 
metal detectors would also 
be utilized and close moni-
toring would be carried out 
through CCTV cameras.
The army representatives 
informed that troops were 
in standby to cope any unto-
ward incident while a joint 
flag march of police and army 
would also be carried out.

Deputy commissioner Ali An-
nan Qammartold newsmen 
that “The district administra-
tion has finalized a fool proof 
security plan to maintain 
law and order during Ashura 
processions”. He said that all 
the processions would pass 
through their designated 
routes and no route violation 
would be allowed.
“As part of a contingency 
plan, about 29 points of the 
district, including Maluwa-
li, Domail, Jahmat, Sheba-
zpur, Pindigheb, Fatehjang, 
Sheenbagh, Shakerdera and 
Kamra Kalah, have been de-
clared sensitive”, he said.
Police and Elite Force per-
sonnel would remain on 
high alert to ensure securi-
ty during Azadari meetings 
and processions.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassadors-designate of Pakistan to various countries in a group photo during a dinner hosted by Mateen Hiader 
and Ali Furqat at Back to Nature restaurant. – DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for Fed-
eral Education and Professional 
Training Shafqat Mahmood has 
said several revolutionary steps 
have been taken in consultation 
with all stakeholders during the 
last two years to reform education 
sector in the country.
Presenting his ministry's two year 
performance in a news conference 
in Islamabad on Friday, he said the 
inter-provincial education minis-
ters forum was made functional to 
reach consensus decisions for de-
velopment of the education sector.

The Minister said efforts to intro-
duce uniform curriculum in the 
country are bearing fruit as uni-
form curriculum from class one to 
five has been prepared and upload-
ed on the Ministry's website. He 
said schools will teach one curric-
ulum from April next year. He said 
the uniform curriculum will lead to 
developing national cohesion in the 
country. He said model text books 
are also being prepared.
Shafqat Mahmood said the gov-
ernment engaged with Madaris 
and developed a mechanism to 
ensure that the religious seminary 
students also study national cur-
riculum along with Dars-e-Nizami. 

He said the students of Madaris 
will have employment opportuni-
ties like students of contemporary 
education in practical life.
In order to promote skills of the 
youth, he said, Hunarmand Jawan 
programme was launched. He said 

vocational training programmes 
have also been stated. He said 
National Accreditation Council 
has been established to have an 
oversight look at the vocational 
training institutes.
As for the higher education, 
Shafqat Mahmood said under Eh-
saas programme, fifty thousand 
university students will get schol-
arships annually. Similarly, he 
said, programmes have also been 
initiated for training of nurses.
The Minister said Pakistan gave an 
outstanding response to the Cov-
id-19 challenge in education sector. 
He said it was decided with consen-
sus among all the provincial educa-

tion ministers to close educational 
institutions during the pandemic, 
and then decided to reopen them 
on September 15. He said a review 
meeting will be held on the seventh 
of the next month to decide about 
reopening of the institutes.
He said four million students were 
promoted to the next class from 
Class nine to 12, which was wide-
ly accepted. He said a tele school 
was started on April 7 after clo-
sure of schools on March 13. He 
said for higher education, online 
education was started. He said a 
new department has been created 
at the Ministry of Education to 
continue distance education.

Revolutionary steps taken for 
education sector, says Shafqat

The Minister said efforts to introduce uniform curriculum in the country 
are bearing fruit as uniform curriculum from class one to five has been 

prepared and uploaded on the Ministry's website

“As part of a contingency plan, about 29 points of the district, including 
Maluwali, Domail, Jahmat, Shebazpur, Pindigheb, Fatehjang, Sheenbagh, 

Shakerdera and Kamra Kalah, have been declared sensitive”
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RAWALPINDI: Trade 
Adviser Razzaq Dawood 
has reiterated the gov-
ernment’s resolve to 
strengthen trade and in-
vestment relations among 
ECO member countries. 
Addressing the Virtual In-
ternational Trade Forum 
(ECO chapter), organized 
by the Rawalpindi Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Industry (RCCI) here on 
Thursday, the advisor in-
formed that he would visit 
Afghanistan soon, proba-
bly next month to remove 
obstacles in bilateral trade 
and transit trade. He also 
informed the participants 
that the Deputy Prime 
Minister of Uzbekistan 
is visiting Pakistan next 
month, September 7. Dur-
ing the visit Uzbekistan 
will sign an agreement for 
direct cargo flight from 
Sialkot Airport.
We are also working on in-
troducing transshipment 
policy for ECO countries, 
he added. The recommen-
dations of the Chamber 
of Commerce will be giv-
en priority for shipment 

policy. Our exports of 
fruits and vegetables have 
reached 750 million dol-
lar which is a significant 
achievement.
RCCI President in his wel-
come remarks said that the 
purpose of the trade forum 
was to make the business 
community aware of trade 
and export opportunities 
in ECO markets.
Giving details, Chamber 
President Saboor Malik 
said that Economic Co-
operation Organization 
(ECO) was formed in 1985, 
has a unique geo-strategic 
location, linking the East 
and the West.
This region with its signifi-
cant economic power, vast 
natural resources, and dy-
namic work force, has a 
huge development poten-
tial which need explora-
tion in the better interest 
of all member nations, said 
Saboor Malik.
He said that an increase in 
trade in food, textile and 
pharmaceutical sectors 
could be made possible. 
He said that in order to 
increase Pakistani exports 
to ECO member countries, 
new trade avenues would 
have to be explored.

Uzbekistan to sign 
direct cargo flight 
agreement: Razzaq
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Repairing Karachi Differnet verdicts
A FTER a brewing disagreement on the issue, between the 

Sindh government and the centre as well as other politi-
cal parties, the federal and Sindh governments have now 

agreed to set up a coordination committee for Karachi. The com-
mittee which is to include Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah 
and Federal Minister for Planning Asad Umar as well as other 
political leaders will divide up projects in six areas for infrastruc-
ture development in Karachi. The areas Asad Umar identified 
as having been agreed on are: water, sewerage system, solid 
waste disposal, clearing nullahs, repairing roads and introducing 
a modern transportation system.
It is of course to a considerable extent ridiculous that the country’s 
largest city – in fact, it’s only mega city – lacks even these basic 
amenities. A solution clearly has to be found. Asad Umar has said 
that this will be done by achieving a consensus and then working 
towards it. Water is a critical requirement for the people of Karachi 
who are forced to depend on the tanker mafia which operates in the 
city. Transportation, and the problems related to solid waste and 
water disposal, too cannot be ignored. It is being proposed that two 
lists will be worked out and the federal and provincial governments 
will begin work on these. We hope the cooperation can continue in 
the true sense of working for the betterment of the people of the 
mega city and not to serve any political purpose.
Many problems that have arisen in the past have been linked to pol-
itics. Disagreements between municipalities and the provincial gov-
ernment, with the city for decades divided between the PPP and the 
MQM have played a part in this. The Green Line project for a bus 
service, begun when the PML-N government was in power in the 
centre, also seems to have come to a standstill. Lahore, Rawalpindi 
and now Peshawar all have such services. Karachi with its population 
nearing 20 million people badly needs one. Additional complications 
are created when work does not take place according to the aspira-
tions of the people. The court has ordered the old Karachi Circular 
Railway be restored, a ruling which Sindh Minster Saeed Ghani says 
will hold back work on new, more effective projects. But all these 
issues have to be overcome. A way has to be found. The people of 
Karachi cannot be made to suffer any longer and we must hope the 
latest scheme between the centre and the province will succeed.

T WO different high courts — Sindh and Islamabad — have 
concurrently given opposing judgements on similar peti-
tions contesting the formation of the sugar inquiry com-

mission. The latter was set up in March to investigate the sudden 
spike in the sweetener’s price last winter. The petitioners — the 
sugar mill owners — had also challenged the validity of its find-
ings, requesting the courts to stop any action against them on 
the basis of the impugned report. The Sindh High Court had on 
Monday struck down the constitution of the commission because 
the government didn’t follow the procedure for its formation. It 
had also failed to issue a gazette notification about its constitution 
within the stipulated time period and the commission denied the 
petitioners the opportunity of being heard. The next day, the Is-
lamabad High Court passed a different verdict, which contradicted 
the Sindh High Court decision although it had duly noted that the 
commission conducted only a fact-finding exercise with no man-
date or power to impose any penalty.
This is not for the first time that two high courts have taken oppos-
ing views on the same issue and given conflicting judgements. It 
has happened before, requiring the Supreme Court to break the im-
passe. Until that happens, both judgements will continue to hold in 
the courts’ respective territorial jurisdiction. The Sindh High Court 
ruling offers some relief to the sugar producers to the extent of 
suspension of actions announced by the government against them 
on the basis of the commission’s report (unless the apex court 
reverses the decision). Nevertheless, the court has ordered the 
anti-corruption agencies and regulatory bodies to carry out fresh, 
independent and separate inquiries into the scam. That appears 
unlikely until the final decision by the apex court settles the matter 
one way or another. In order to delay action against them, a major 
producer, Jahangir Tareen, has in the meanwhile approached the 
Lahore High Court to prevent the FIA from taking action against his 
companies. In the coming days, we may witness more sugar firms 
seeking ‘relief’ from action against them. In the past, we have seen 
businessmen delay payment of taxes and fees, and ‘adverse’ govern-
ment inquiries and actions against them for years. The GIDC case 
that lingered for nine years is just one example. The apex court 
should devise a mechanism to discourage multiple petitions on the 
same matter in different courts besides ensuring decisions on such 
issues are given within a stipulated time frame.

P AKISTAN’S Maritime compulsions are count-
less; its geostrategic location, the hegemonic 
ambitions of its eastern neighbor, presence 

of international Naval Forces IMES vicinity and ex-
tent of piracy till Gulf of Oman (GOO) add to the 
current maritime security matrix. The country is 
blessed with over 1000 km long coastline and the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) covering about 
240,000 Sq. Km. In addition, extension of conti-
nental shelf (50,000 Sq. Km) was also approved by 
United Nations Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf (UNCLCS) in 2015.Pakistan car-
ries out 95 percent of its tradeand 100 percent of its 
oil imports through the sea, making the maritime 
sector the bedrock of Pakistan’s national economy.
Pakistan’s trade through sea routes, especially the 
POLs imports are growing thus the importance of 
maritime security in order to safeguard the mari-
time interests of Pakistan will continue to increase 
in future. The three commercial ports of Pakistan 
constitute the trading nucleus of Pakistan in which 
Gwadar port is gradually coming up to the desired 
operational state. Any act of terrorism or sabotage 
by the non-state actors on this infrastructure can re-
sult in severe economic and security repercussions 
like increased insurance premiums, risk surcharges 
besides tarnishing country’s image in the Interna-
tional maritime community. 
Maritime security is an integral part of comprehen-
sive national security. Post 9/11, the concept of mar-
itime security has come under unprecedented focus 
worldwide due to increase in probability of Maritime 
Terrorism; Piracy; Narco-Arms and Human Smug-
gling; IUU (Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated) 
Fishing and Toxic Waste Dumping and sources of 
environmental degradation. These threats/challeng-
es have the potential to create strategic effects due 
to heavy international reliance on maritime trade. 
With this context, Joint Maritime Information Co-
ordination Center (JMICC) is a national platform to 
deal with all maritime related activities occurring in 
Pak Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), primarily for 
information sharing and inter department/ agency 
coordination. JMICC is an integral part of Pakistan 
Navy and is located at Manora, Karachi. The  center  
structures  its  work  in  six  domains i.e Maritime  
Terrorism ,Piracy, Organized Maritime Crime, (in 
particular smuggling of people, narcotics and weap-
ons), Illegal exploitation of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone (in particular fishery crimes), Marine Pollution 

Search and Rescue. It hence covers the full breadth 
of maritime governance and law enforcement tasks, 
and is neither focused exclusively on security, nor 
limited to a particular issue. It maintainsMaritime 
Domain Awareness (MDA) through quick sharing 
of information amongst all concerned stakeholders 
and coordinate proactive response in order to coun-
ter illicit activities in the AOR.
Since its establishment in 2013, JMICC has come a 
long way in maintaining requisite level of info-shar-
ing as well as interactions with various national as 
well as regional stakeholders relevant to the mar-
itime domain of Pakistan. Over a short span of 6 
years, 48 national agencies have become the stake-
holders connected with JMICC which significantly 
assists in achieving Maritime Domain Awareness. 
It needs no further emphasis that Maritime security 
requires focused attention due ever-changing dynam-
ics of threat as well as associated challenges. Accord-
ingly, JMICC is not only making earnest efforts but so 
far had made significant strides to facilitate all Nation-
al LEAs in maintenance of good order at sea. 
Besidescreating a local tactical picture, JMICC also 
enhanced its coverage by partnering into strategic 
linkages with other information sharing portals in-
cluding Information Fusion Centre of Singapore and 
Virtual Regional Maritime Traffic Centre of Italy. 
Due to its greater reach and mobility, the Pakistan 

Navy endeavors to supplement the efforts of the 
Pakistan Maritime Security Agency in maintaining 
order at sea within the country’s maritime zones.
Many related initiatives in coordination with Inter-
national Maritime Bureau and its Piracy Reporting 
Centre in Kuala Lumpur, European Union Naval 
Forces (EU NAVFORs), Maritime Security Centre 
– Horn of Africa, UKs Marine Trade Operations 
(UKMTO) office in Dubai and the Maritime Trade 
Information Sharing Centre (MTISC) for the Gulf 
of Guinea have helped significantly in consolidating 
maritime security chain.
Besides, JMICC also runs an impressive community  
engagementprogramme,  to work with  the  “grass  
root  level”.  Staff members  regularly  visit  coastal  
villages  and  engage with elders as well as the fisher-
men folk. Regular visits to listen concern of the coast-
al community and discuss theproblem areas. Much of 
the information that JMICC  draws  on  comes  from  
such  human  resources.  Thelocal  knowledge  and 
experience is particularly useful as an early warning 
mechanism, but also allows for the quick transmis-
sion of information in particular in those areas where 
there are no other means  of  surveillance.  Commu-
nity  engagement  for  JMICCalso  includes engage-
ment  with  the  seafarers. By adopting a forward look-
ing approach JMICC staff also interact with Pakistan 
Seafarer association and themarine  training  acad-
emy  regularly. Recently, collaboration with JMICC, 
Pakistan Maritime Security Agency has launched As-
sistance, Anytime, Anywhere at sea (AAAS) android 
based mobile App to facilitate maritime communities 
in case of any emergency situation. The user can gen-
erate an SOS request or report a maritime incident 
with a single click on his mobile.
Theincrease in maritime threats and challenges that 
are trans-boundary in nature poses a new challenge 
to maritime security agencies, where no single entity 
has the necessary resources to deal unilaterally with 
the maritime threats/challenges by itself. The key to 
dealing with the full range of security matrix in the 
maritime domain lies in strong inter-agency cooper-
ation and greater collaboration. Such efforts include 
accurate and timely information sharing among all 
stakeholders on a multilateral basis for implementing 
preventive measures or to cue necessary operational 
responses when required. JMICC with the support 
from all stakeholders will continue to play a key role 
in fostering collaboration to overcome the full spec-
trum of maritime threats and challenges.

A FTER years of taking steps towards informal 
normalisation, but falling short of breaking from 
the long-standing Arab position and officially 

signing a peace deal with Israel, the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) finally announced its decision to establish 
full diplomatic relations with the country on Thurs-
day.  The move was long in the making. In the last few 
years, the Emiratis have hosted Israeli ministers and 
athletes, participated in maritime security conferenc-
es alongside Israeli officials, supported technological 
cooperation agreements between Emirati and Israeli 
companies, and even invited Israel to the Dubai Expo. 
These and other ventures made Abu Dhabi’s inten-
tion to normalise its relations with Israel clear. What 
stood in the way of a deal was the Israeli government’s 
intention to annex some 30 percent of the occupied 
West Bank, including the Jordan Valley, which would 
have made official rapprochement with Israel too po-
litically costly for the Emirati leadership. 
But on June 12, the UAE’s ambassador to the Unit-
ed States, Yousef al-Otaiba, offered Israel a face-sav-
ing trade-off. In an op-ed published in Israel’s largest 
Hebrew language daily Yedioth Ahronoth, al-Otaiba 
warned Israeli leaders against annexation, saying that 
such a move would “reverse all of the Israeli aspira-
tions for improved security, economic and cultural ties 
with the Arab world and the United Arab Emirates”. 
In essence, the Emirati ambassador announced to the 
world that the UAE was ready to sign a peace deal with 
Israel, if it drops its annexation plan, even for a short 
while.  The Israeli government clearly got the message, 
as it announced on Thursday that it agreed to suspend 
“declaring sovereignty” over the occupied West Bank 
as part of its normalisation deal with the UAE. 
The UAE is using Israel’s decision to put its annexa-
tion plans on hold to justify its move and shield itself 
from accusations that it betrayed the Palestinians by 
establishing relations with Israel to please the US 
and strengthen its hand against its regional rivals. 
However, considering how Netanyahu has previous-
ly reneged on agreements with the Palestinians and 
Arab leaders, this so-called suspension is not worth 
the paper it is written on. 

To be sure, there is a good possibility that once dip-
lomatic relations are formally established between 
the two countries, Netanyahu will renege on the sus-
pension promise. After all, he needs the support of 
Israeli settlers to remain in power, and they want the 
colonisation of the West Bank to continue unabated.
Moreover, Netanyahu’s American friends who brokered 
the deal - Trump’s Middle East point man Jared Kush-
ner, US ambassador to Israel David Friedman, and 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo among others - expect 
nothing less. After all, they are defenders of settlements 
and believers in a literal interpretation of scriptures giv-
ing Israel the right to control the area in perpetuity. In 
fact, the annexation Netanyahu agreed to “suspend” has 
already taken place. Some 600,000 Israeli settlers live 
in settlements, all illegal under international law, strewn 
across that same 30 percent of the occupied West Bank, 
and no agreement with the Palestinians, the UAE or any 
other Arab state can dislodge them. 
Today, settlers are attacking Palestinians, burning 
their crops and undermining their livelihoods regu-
larly, unimpeded by the Israeli army, even in areas 
supposedly reserved in the Oslo Accords for a rump 
Palestinian state. A promise to suspend an annexa-
tion that has already taken place in practice serves 
no purpose other than allowing the UAE to save face, 
and Netanyahu to secure a peace deal that can help 
save his political future. 
Netanyahu is facing protests for failing to efficiently re-
spond to the coronavirus pandemic and the downturn in 
the Israeli economy. A corruption investigation, slated 
to take place early next year, is also hanging over his 
head like the sword of Damocles. With this supposed 
diplomatic victory, he could very well announce a new 
round of parliamentary elections that could net him 
more support in the Knesset, which would give him 
significant leverage in his upcoming legal and political 
battles.  Just like Netanyahu, Trump is also relying on 
the UAE-Israel normalisation deal to turn his political 
fortunes around. It was obvious from his enthusiastic 
Oval Office announcement about the agreement that he 
thinks the Emirati move will help him secure the sup-
port of pro-Israel sectors of the American electorate in 

the upcoming presidential election. Indeed, declaring a 
foreign policy victory - especially one that pleases Israel 
- may help Trump at a time when he is trailing far behind 
the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Joe 
Biden in almost every election poll. 
But any extra support the deal provides for Trump will 
likely be inconsequential in determining the result of the 
election, given his significant failures on the domestic 
front. Foreign policy has never been a major concern 
for the American electorate, even in good times. Today, 
what most Americans care about is the coronavirus pan-
demic and its detrimental effects on the economy, high 
unemployment, and Trump’s clear assault on American 
democracy and the integrity of elections. Scoring a goal 
for Israel in its relations with the Arab world is unlikely 
to be seen by voters as a deciding factor in their choice 
for president.  In the coming days, following further 
negotiations led by the US, Thursday’s announcement 
will undoubtedly result in the much-anticipated estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations between the UAE and 
Israel. As the UAE becomes the third Arab country - af-
ter Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994 - to officially make 
peace with Israel, it is not unreasonable to expect other 
Gulf countries to follow suit. But there should also be no 
doubt that in the end, it will all be for naught. 
These normalisation efforts may provide some short-
term political relief for Netanyahu, Trump and Gulf 
leaders who need the support of Israel and the US to 
subdue their regional rivals. Nevertheless, they will 
not provide any real normalisation for Israel. 
Egypt and Jordan’s peace deals with Israel failed to gar-
ner popular support in many decades, despite relentless 
efforts by these governments to convince the masses 
they rule over to accept and normalise Israel’s existence 
in the region. Full normalisation with Israel cannot be 
accomplished until it agrees to end its occupation of 
Palestine and oppression of the Palestinian people. Any 
deal between Arab leaders and Israel will not be accept-
ed by the peoples of the region until Israel redresses the 
legitimate national and human rights of the Palestinians. 
What UAE leaders have just done is to simply betray 
these goals without gaining anything in return.

– Courtesy  Al -Jazeera

JMICC: A hub of maritime information

The UAE-Israel agreement is for naught

Emran Rashid

Imad K Harb

Theincrease in maritime 
threats and challenges 
that are trans-boundary 
in nature poses a new 
challenge to maritime 

security agencies, where 
no single entity has the 
necessary resources to 
deal unilaterally with 
the maritime threats/

challenges by itself. The 
key to dealing with the full 
range of security matrix 
in the maritime domain 

lies in strong inter-agency 
cooperation and greater 

collaboration. Such efforts 
include accurate and 

timely information sharing 
among all stakeholders 

on a multilateral basis for 
implementing preventive 

measures or to cue 
necessary operational 

responses when required

The UAE is using Israel’s 
decision to put its 

annexation plans on hold to 
justify its move and shield 
itself from accusations that 
it betrayed the Palestinians 

by establishing relations 
with Israel to please the 

US and strengthen its hand 
against its regional rivals. 
However, considering how 
Netanyahu has previously 
reneged on agreements 

with the Palestinians 
and Arab leaders
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US demands 
restoration 

of Iran 
sanctions

DNA
WAHSINGTON: The ad-
ministration of US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has 
formally notified the Unit-
ed Nations that it wants 
all UN sanctions on Iran 
restored, claiming signif-
icant Iranian violations 
of the 2015 nuclear deal, 
in a move that drew swift 
rejections from countries 
that remain part of the 
agreement.
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo delivered the no-
tification to the president 
of the UN Security Coun-
cil on Thursday, and later 
told reporters the US 
had the right to reimpose 
sanctions under UN reso-
lution 2231 that laid out 
the rules of the deal be-
tween Iran and six world 
powers. The US withdrew 
from the accord in 2018.
“We think this is really 
straightforward we think 
this is very simple,” 
Pompeo said. 

Briefs
Risk of 

coronavirus 
still exists: 
Asad Umar

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Planning, Development 
and Special Initiatives Asad 
Umar Friday said that coro-
navirus had not ended yet 
and the risk of the pandemic 
was still exists. In a tweet, 
he said the National Com-
mand and Operation Centre 
(NCOC) was prepared for 
every occasion that could 
increase the cases.
“At NCOC, with provincial 
support we prepare for every 
occasion which can increase 
cases-Eid, Muharram, school 
opening etc,” he added. He 
also quoted an American 
poet Robert Frosts to show 
the government’s commit-
ment in uprooting the pan-
demic-“But I have promised 
to keep and miles to go be-
fore I sleep”. – APP

Beijing: masks 
no longer 
mandatory

DNA
BEIJING: Health author-
ities in China’s capital 
Beijing have removed a 
requirement for people to 
wear masks outdoors, fur-
ther relaxing rules aimed at 
preventing the spread of the 
coronavirus after the city re-
ported 13 consecutive days 
without new cases.
Despite the relaxed guide-
lines, a large proportion of 
people continued to wear 
masks in Beijing on Friday. 
Some said the mask made 
them feel safe, while others 
said social pressures to wear 
the masks were also a factor. 
“I think I can take off my mask 
anytime, but I’ll need to see if 
others accept it. Because I’m 
afraid that people would be 
scared if they see me not wear-
ing a face mask,” one 24-year 
old Beijing woman surnamed 
Cao told reporter. It’s the 
second time Beijing’s health 
authorities have relaxed 
guidelines on mask wearing in 
the capital, which has largely 
returned to normal after two 
rounds of lockdowns brought 
it to a standstill.

SCO Secretary 
General greets 
Ashraf Ghani 

BEIJING: Secretary-Gener-
al of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO) 
Vladimir Norov has sent 
a felicitation message to 
Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani on occasion of the Na-
tional Day of Afghanistan.
In his message, the Secre-
tary-General stated that the 
SCO Member States and Af-
ghanistan share old and his-
toric links of common histo-
ry, culture, civilization, and 
people to people friendship, 
and the peace and security 
in the SCO space is directly 
linked with the peace and 
stability in Afghanistan.
Vladimir Norov further add-
ed that now it is the time to 
translate road map for further 
action of SCO-Afghanistan con-
tact group and road map on 
enhancing interaction with Ob-
server and Dialogue Partners 
of SCO, which were adopted 
during the Heads of State Sum-
mit in Bishkek in 2019.
“I am fully convinced that 
the Shanghai Spirit of SCO 
can act as a guiding light for 
approaching all problems of 
conflict including in Afghan-
istan and bringing lasting 
peace, which would further 
strengthen SCO-Afghani-
stan relations to promote 
peace, stability and develop-
ment in Afghanistan,” said 
the letter. – APP

SPI inflation 
goes up 0.96%
ISLAMABAD: The Sensitive 
Price Indicator (SPI) based 
weekly inflation for the week 
ended on August 10, for 
the combined consumption 
group, witnessed increase of 
0.96 percent as compared to 
the previous week.  The SPI 
for the week under review in 
the above mentioned group 
was recorded at 135.22 
points against 133.94 points 
registered in the previous 
week, according to the latest 
data of Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS).  As com-
pared to the corresponding 
week of last year, the SPI for 
the combined consumption 
group in the week under re-
view witnessed an increase 
of 8.5 percent. – APP

Pakistan blessed with 
energetic youth: minister

Center for Global & Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad organizes 
a webinar titled “Journey of the Leaders”

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Platform 
by Center for Global & 
Strategic Studies (CGSS), 
Islamabad organized a we-
binar titled “Journey of the 
Leaders”. 
The session was com-
menced with the opening 
remarks by Major General 
Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery 
HI(M), (Retd), President 
CGSS. He stated that to 
embark on the journey of 
being a leader one must be 
dedicated and determined 
to bring a change. He also 
mentioned that it is the 
need of time to have this 
discussion with the young 
minds of Pakistan because 
our future leaders will be 
from our youth.
Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan, 
Minister of State for Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Pakistan 

stated that a leader is some-
one who is observant and 
thinks about the circum-
stances around him that he 
wishes to change. He also 
highlighted the leadership 
qualities of Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah and Allama Iqbal and 
urged students to follow 
them for inspiration. 
Furthermore, Mr. Ali Mu-
hammad Khan stated that 
leaders can dream big and 
make other people dream 
as well, he stated that Paki-
stan is blessed with an en-
ergetic youth who have the 
ability to be leaders. 
Mr. Faisal Mushtaq, CEO & 
Founder, The Millennium 
Education System stated 
that leadership is an attrib-
ute, it is a quality that is 
inbuilt in every individual of 
a society whether they are 
head of a country or head 
of a family. He emphasized 
that leadership begins with 

a vision and depends on the 
environment, ecosystem, 

and knowledge a person 
has, therefore our stu-

dents must-read books to 
surround themselves with 
knowledge and wisdom. 
He also highlighted the 
qualities and virtues of a 
successful leader and stated 
that every leader believes 
in equality, diversity, and 
inclusion of all members of 
the society. It must be re-
membered that every deci-
sion a leader makes affects 
the society as a whole, and 
that is why he must have a 
vision and a plan of action. 
Mr. Shehzad Nawaz. Film-
maker, Writer & Media Spe-
cialist stated that leaders 
have the ability to change 
the mindset. Every leader 
must have three virtues that 
are the part and parcel of 
being a leader, those quali-
ties are, Honesty, Courage, 
and the quality to be Just 
and his words should have 
empathy and passion to 
touch everyone’s hearts.

Mr. Shehzad mentioned the 
sayings of Allama Iqbal and 
emphasized that Leaders 
should be able to reflect in-
ternally and externally and 
this will help them in being 
selfless which is the prime 
attribute of being a leader. 
Brigadier Akhtar Nawaz Jan-
jua (Retd), Senior Member 
Advisory Board, CGSS stated 
that leaders must have the 
capability and capacity to be 
wise and take decisions. He 
further stated that a true 
leader must be a man of his 
words, he should stand by 
what he said. He addressed 
the young generation of Paki-
stan and stressed the impor-
tance of loyalty, honesty, and 
dedication to embark on the 
journey of being a leader. 
The Conference was attend-
ed by 50 participants and was 
moderated by Ms. Palwasha 
Nawaz, Project Executive, 
THE PLATFORM by CGSS. 
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ISLAMABAD: Experts say that 
Pakistan may learn from the Chi-
nese experience as how to con-
trol urban flooding, especially in 
Monsoon season. To manage and 
control the urban flooding, China 
is actively engaged in implement-
ing the concept of sponge city.
This aims to adopt low impact 
development concept, upgrade 
traditional drainage system with 
flood-resilient infrastructure and 
integrate natural water sources 
with artificial water bodies and 
green spaces, China Economic 
Net (CEN) reported on Friday 
quoting Prof. Dr. Muhammad Fa-
rooq of Tsinghua University. 
China at least 30 cities were the 
part of sponge city concept in-
cluding Shanghai and 600 more 
cities to implement this concept.
It was noted that Pakista in re-

cent years had faced an immense 
increase in urban development. 
Therefore, the top three popu-
lated cities of Pakistan including 
Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi 
were facing urban flooding spe-
cially in rainy season, which re-
sults in property loss and some-
times loss of human lives.
Lack of land use planning and pop-
ulation increase due to internal 
migration leads to the generation 
of over 12,000 tons of solid waste 
only in Karachi, whereas about 
40% of which remains dumped in 
city streets and water channels. To 
control the urban flooding in major 
cities, Pakistan can learn from the 
Chinese model of sponge city.
Solid waste management facilities 
including treatment plants are 
also needed to be established in 
major cities to avoid the chocking 
of waste water drainage system 
and water channels, which are 
major causes of urban flooding.

The CEN also quoted Dr. Adnan, 
a Pakistani businessman in the 
waste management sector, as 
having said that the major issue 
of Karachi was the mixing of sew-
erage and solid waste. 
When people throw the garbage 
randomly on the roads, it ends up in 
the nullahs or the drains and causes 
its choking. In order to avoid floods 
and blockage in monsoon, Karachi 
needs a long-term planning rather 
than one-time relief which is not 
only extremely expensive but also 
very short living. A few Chinese 
companies are working in Karachi 
in the field of solid waste manage-
ment which has somehow provided 
relief to the people but their work is 
limited to a few areas. 
In other areas, the Pakistani author-
ities can set long-term goals with 
Chinese assistance. He further said 
that long term goals with the objec-
tive of revamping the whole sewer-
age system as per the requirements 

of the population could ease the 
problem. All the new urban plan-
ning projects must have workable 
sewerage management system.
“Chinese companies can help in 
planning, provision of equipment 
and machinery,” he suggested.
Pakistani authorities should focus 
on solid waste management so that 
it can be cleared before it goes to 
the sewerage system. While collec-
tion of water on the roads in mon-
soon would not be a problem, the 
problem is when it stays there for 
days.  Pakistan’s biggest city Kara-
chi is regularly facing the problem 
of streets blocked due to congest-
ed sewage lines, while due to rapid-
ly growing population, these lines 
are too congested to bear the bur-
den and are almost unmanageable. 
Therefore, it is direly needed to 
adapt to the latest sewage systems 
such as Chinese sponge city model 
rather than following the tradition-
al techniques, Adnan added.

China a best example for Pak to control urban flooding

RAWALPINDI: Major General Ibrahim Yali Muhammad (Osta Almadani), Ambassador of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
called on General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS). During the meeting matters of mutual interest including 

strengthening of bilateral security and defence cooperation between the two brotherly countries were discussed. 
Visiting dignitary appreciated Pakistan's continuous efforts for peace and stability in the region. – DNA

DNA

WASHINGTON: Joe Bid-
en has formally accepted 
the Democratic Party's 
presidential nomination, 
describing in a televised 
speech to a virtual conven-
tion his vision for a new 
United States that is facing 
multiple crises at once.
"It is an America we can 
rebuild together," Biden 
said, pledging to make 
control of the coronavirus 
outbreak his first act if 
elected president.
"We will never get our econ-
omy back on track. We will 
never get our kids safely 
back in schools. Never have 
our lives back until we deal 
with this virus," Biden said.
In a week in which the US 
death toll from COVID-19 
passed 170,000, the former 
vice president promised 

to deliver the "honest, un-
varnished truth" to Ameri-
cans and spoke directly to 
people who have lost loved 
ones to the virus. "I know 
what it is to feel that dark 
hole open in the middle of 
your chest," he said.
Biden delivered his speech 
without the cheers of nearly 
4,000 delegates who would 
have packed the conven-
tional hall in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. In that unusual 
setting, he achieved a con-
versational intimacy with 
viewers by speaking directly 
into the camera without in-
terruptions.
"Joe Biden gave the speech 
of his lifetime, and he ac-
complished what he needed 
to, presenting an optimistic, 
forward-thinking voice for 
voters," said Nichola Gut-
gold, a professor of commu-
nication arts and sciences at 
Penn State University.

Biden presents US 
election as fight 
for nation’s soul

The former vice president 
promised to deliver the “honest, 
unvarnished truth” to Americans

Uzbek president urges to restrict 
gatherings on Independence Day

DNA

TASHKENT: President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev chairs 
a videoconference on de-
velopment of entrepreneur-
ship. Opening the event, the 
Head of the state focused on 
the ongoing work to counter 
the pandemic and gave in-
structions on celebration of 
Independence Day based on 
current realities.
It was noted that to date, 
the total number of corona-
virus cases in the country 
has exceeded 37.5 thousand 
and more than 33 thousand 
or 88 percent of patients 
have recovered. Measures 
are being taken to treat and 
return 4,000 patients to 
their families.
President Shavkat Mir-
ziyoyev emphasized that 
these results are an out-
standing achievement of 
the country's medical work-
ers. There is a positive 
development of the situa-
tion, especially in the city 
of Tashkent, doctors who 
were recently invited from 
Russia, Germany and China 
have been sent to the re-

gions, and more specialists 
from Germany are expected 
to arrive. Foreign experts 
are mainly involved in treat-
ment of patients in serious 
condition, using the most 
modern methods, - noted 
the President.
The Head of the state em-
phasized that these days 
are a trial period for Uzbek-
istan. Next week will show 
how effective the taken 
measures are.
However, if the recommen-
dations of doctors are ig-
nored, such precautions as 
wearing masks, maintaining 
social distance, and com-
pact family events, the state 
will restore the lockdown 
measures.
It was again noted that each 
of us must learn to live and 
work in the conditions of 
the pandemic, and to stead-
ily follow the epidemiolog-

ical requirements in every-
day life.
In this regard, khokims, sec-
tor leaders and ministers 
have been instructed to ana-
lyze the situation on a daily 
basis and take all necessary 
measures to strictly limit 
the spread of coronavirus, 
effectively treat patients 
and provide assistance to 
those in need.
Soon we will celebrate the 
29th Anniversary of Uzbeki-
stan’s Independence.
Following the consultations 
with doctors, it was con-
cluded that this year the 
situation with the pandemic 
requires limiting the hold-
ing of mass gatherings and 
celebrations. In this regard, 
the issues of organizing the 
celebration of this signifi-
cant event mainly in fami-
lies were considered.
The need for strict compli-
ance with sanitary stand-
ards was indicated in the 
case of celebrations by la-
bor collectives.
Recommendations have 
been given for organizing in-
teresting programs and pres-
entations in the media and 
Internet during the holiday.

PM will not 
tolerate any 
Mafia, says 
Sh. Rashid

ISLAMABAD: Railways 
Minister Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed Friday said that 
Prime minister Imran Khan 
would not give any (National 
Reconciliation Ordinance) 
NRO-like concession to the 
organized mafia in the coun-
try and Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaf (PTI) government 
would face all tough chal-
lenges coming its way.
Talking to a private news 
channel, Sheikh Rashid said 
there is a corrupt mafia 
which wants to destabilize 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
government but govern-
ment under vision of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan was 
heading in right direction. 
He said a stronger Pakistan 
needs decreased prices, a 
business-friendly system, 
employment opportunities, 
better healthcare and educa-
tion, and safety of common 
people's life and the govern-
ment is doing its best.
He assured that Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan is making 
all out efforts to stable the 
economy and taking effec-
tive measures to control 
high rate inflation, adding, 
hopefully soon Imran khan 
will able to overcome these 
current challenges.
Minister further said that 
it is first time that govern-
ment and Army are on one 
page and all national institu-
tions are working together 
with government in a better 
coordination way. – APP

‘Phase-III trial
of coronavirus 
vaccine from 
September’ 

ISLAMABAD: Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Ministry 
of National Health Services, 
Regulation and Coordina-
tion Dr Nousheen Hamid 
Friday announced that Pa-
kistan's drug watchdog has 
approved Phase-III clinical 
trial of a COVID-19 vaccine 
developed in collaboration 
with a Chinese company and 
trial of the vaccine would be-
gins from September.
Talking to a private news 
channel, she said under 
the supervision of National 
Institute of Health (NIH) 
vaccine trial would be start-
ed where around 8000 vol-
unteers were selected for 
the first-ever Phase-III clin-
ical trial for any vaccine in 
Pakistan. She said the clin-
ical trials on these vaccines 
were already in progress in 
the other countries. Clinical 
trials of these drugs in Paki-
stan will help identify those 
drugs which can be more 
helpful for treatment of 
COVID-19 patients. – APP

WHO to 
collaborate for 
new courses 

LAHORE: The World Health 
Organization (WHO) will 
collaborate for new courses 
for Medical Professionals in 
the field of Non Communi-
cable Diseases(NCDs), Vec-
tor Born Diseases(VBDs) 
and Mental Health(MH). 
This was announced in a 
meeting between Chairman 
Board of Management of 
Institute of Public Health 
(IPH) Lieutenant Gen (re-
tired) Khalid Maqbool and 
Chief of WHO in Pakistan 
Dr Palitha Mahipala at the 
IPH here on Friday.
The IPH BSL-III Lab (Coro-
na Lab) for Influenza type 
diseases and all type of co-
operation of the WHO will 
be extended to the IPH for 
this purpose. – APP


