
Briefs BRT finally 
sees light 
of the day

Fakhar Durrani / DNA

PESHAWAR: Prime Minister Imran Khan 
Thursday inaugurated the Peshawar Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) project here calling the 
third generation travel facility as “the best 
metro bus project” of Pakistan.
This is the best metro bus project of Paki-
stan. Being third generation facility, this is 
a high level project among metros (in other 
cities),” the prime minister said addressing 
the inauguration ceremony of the project 
here.  While inaugurating the project, PM 
Imran said while he had reservations about 
it earlier, former chief minister KP Pervaiz 
Khattak ultimately allayed his concerns.
“A good transport system benefits every-
one,” said the prime minister, hoping that 
the system will reduce commute cost for 
daily travellers.

“Our aim is to make the lives of common peo-
ple easier. The cost of Rs10 to 50 is enough 
and doable by daily wagers. If a daily wager 
cannot find a job here he can go to another 
place,” said PM Imran. He said that tickets 
for students will be introduced so it is easy on 
their pockets and will aid in mobility as well.
“This connects the entire city, will increase 
per capita income and when you have a 
good transport system, it changes things,” 
the premier spoke of the BRT project.
PM Imran expressed satisfaction over the 
eco-friendly aspect of the transportation 
medium, saying that the buses are being 
run on a hybrid of diesel and another pe-
troleum source that will reduce pollution as 
well. Minister for Defence Pervaiz Khattak, 
Religious Affairs Minister Pir Nurul Haq 
Qadri, KP Governor Shah Farman, Chief 
Minister Mahmood Khan and senior offi-
cials attended the ceremony.

Army determined to 
defend’ Pakistan: ISPR
Nehal Miraj

ISLAMABAD: Director 
General ISPR Major Gen-
eral Babar Iftikhar says Pak 
Army is fully configured, 
prepared and determined to 
defend honour and territori-
al integrity of motherland.
Addressing the media brief-
ing in Islamabad on Thurs-
day, he said we are fully 
aware of hegemonic and 
expansionist designs of en-
emy that is posing threat to 
regional peace.
Wishing the nation a very 
happy 73rd Independence 
Day, he paid tribute to the 
struggles of our national 
heroes Quaid-e-Azam and 
Allama Iqbal for achieving 
an independent state for us.
Major general Babar Ift-
ikhar also paid tribute to the 

struggle of Kashmiri people 
who are fighting for their 
right to self-determination 
since last 73 years.
He said innocent Kashmiris 
are being killed on the name 
of fake counter terrorism. He 
said Indian illegal acts in IIO-
J&K are aimed at changing 
the demography of the occu-
pied territory and against all 
international norms.
He said the local politi-
cal leadership of IIOJ&K 
is under arrest. The DG 
ISPR said Pakistan has ful-
ly highlighted the severity 
of Kashmir issue at every 
forum and now it is being 
discussed all over the world.
He said a recent UN report 
has pointed out the exist-
ence of a terrorist outfit 
in India through which it 
plans its terrorist activities 
in neighboring countries. 

The Director General said 
resolution of Kashmir is-
sue is the key for regional 
peace and even Secretary 
General UNGA has also 
stressed for it.
The DG ISPR said it is very 
unfortunate that violations 

of the Line of Control by 
India continue in which un-
armed, innocent civilians 
are being targeted.        
He said Pakistan is playing 
its conciliatory role in Af-
ghan peace process with 
sincerity. 

PESHAWAR: Prime Minister Imran Khan travelling in Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). – DNA

Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Rolf Michael 
Hay Pereira Holmboe Rolf 
Michael Hay Pereira Holm-
boe, Ambassador of Den-
mark to Pakistan called on 
Honorable Mr. Justice Javed 
Iqbal, Chairman National 
Accountability Bureau at 
NAB Headquarters here to-
day and discussed matters 
of mutual interest.
Justice Javed Iqbal, Chairman 
National Accountability Bu-
reau at NAB apprised Rolf 
Michael Hay Pereira Holm-
boe, Ambassador of Den-
mark about NAB’s National 
Anti Corruption Strategy in 

order to eradicate corruption 
from Pakistan and remarka-
ble efforts to nab the corrupt 
elements as per law. 
Rolf Michael Hay Pereira 
Holmboe, Ambassador of 
Denmark to Pakistan laud-
ed NAB’s excellent perfor-
mance of NAB under the 

dynamic leadership of Hon-
orable Mr. Justice Javed 
Iqbal, Chairman Nation-
al Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) in order to make 
Pakistan corruption free 
through concerted efforts 
to eradicate corruption 
from Pakistan.

Denmark envoy lauds 
NAB performance

Samarkand human Rights Forum on youth2020

PM Imran Khan inaugurates the 
much-delayed project; says this is the 

best metro bus project of Pakistan

Indian 
diplomat 

summoned 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: A senior Indi-
an diplomat was summoned 
to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs today to register Pa-
kistan’s strong protest over 
the ceasefire violations by 
the Indian occupation forc-
es along the Line of Control 
(LoC) on 12th August 2020, 
resulting in serious injuries 
to two innocent civilians.
Due to indiscriminate and 
unprovoked firing by the 
Indian occupation forces 
in Jandrot Sector of the 
LoC,40 year old Shakeela 
Bibi w/o Muhammad Rafeeq 
and 12 year old Ayesha Kau-
sar d/o Muhammad Rafeeq, 
residents of Village Fanjot, 
sustained serious injuries.
The Indian occupation forc-
es along the LoC and the 
Working Boundary (WB) 
have been continuously 
targeting civilian populat-
ed areas with artillery fire, 
heavy-caliber mortars and 
automatic weapons. 

92% of COVID-19 
patients 

recovered

DNA
ISLAMABAD: With a 
steady decline in coronavi-
rus cases across country, 
over 92% of COVID-19 pa-
tients have recovered in 
Pakistan, according to the 
latest statistics released by 
the National Command and 
Operation Centre (NCOC) 
on Thursday. 
As many as 264,060 people 
have recovered from coro-
navirus across Pakistan so 
far, making it a significant 
count, as it constitutes 
92% of the total number of 
patients. 
There are now 16,475 ac-
tive cases in the country. 
About 753 new coronavirus 
cases were reported with 
10 new deaths across the 
country over the last 24 
hours.
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Australian envoy 
greets Pakistan

Pak women 
entrepreneurs 

complete 
business 
training

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: More than 
100 Pakistani women re-
cently completed a virtual 
training on how to export 
their products and explore 
new international markets 
as part of a collaborative 
program conducted by the 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) and several Paki-
stan Women Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry.  
Under this first phase of 
the program, 115 women 
from various business and 
industry sectors completed 
five online training sessions 
on “Export Processes and 
Documentation.” Partici-
pants increased their under-
standing of formal export 
procedures, the role of key 
stakeholders, export docu-
mentation, and internation-
al standards. 
In the second phase, busi-
nesses exhibiting strong 
export potential will receive 
logistics support to partici-
pate in international trade 
exhibitions, technical as-
sistance to improve export 
potential and international 
market access, and mentor-
ing from industry experts. 
“Owning your own business 
is a brave and noble endeav-
or, and for a woman, it can 
be even more challenging, 
especially during this dev-
astating pandemic,” stated 
USAID/Pakistan Mission 
Director Julie Koenen.  “We 
are confident that these vir-
tual training sessions will 
provide these strong wom-
en entrepreneurs with the 
tools and resources neces-
sary to open new markets 
internationally to sell their 
products and provide for 
their families.”
Many of the participants 
praised the training, saying 
that it is helping them adapt 
their business models to 
meet international market 
standards and practices.

Japanese 
envoy greets 
Pak nation

 
A.M.Bhatti

 
ISLAMABAD: Matsuda 
Kuninori, Ambassador of 
Japan to Pakistan, has con-
gratulated the Pakistani 
people on the occasion of 
the country’s 74th Inde-
pendence Day, which is 
marked on August 14th, 
and reiterated his resolve 
to work together to further 
deepen and strengthen the 
existing friendly relations 
between the two countries.
“On behalf of the Govern-
ment and the people of Ja-
pan, I would like to express 
our sincere congratulations 
to the Government and the 
people of Pakistan on their 
74th Independence Day and 
best wishes for further peace 
and prosperity in Pakistan.

Staff Report
 
ISLAMABAD: The Aus-
tralian High Commission-
er to Pakistan, Dr Geof-
frey Shaw has  issued a 
statement marking Paki-
stan’s Independence Day. 
Dr Shaw said: 
“I join the people and Gov-
ernment of Pakistan in cele-
brating the occasion of Paki-
stan Independence Day.
Pakistan has continued to 
strengthen as a nation dur-
ing its 73 years of independ-
ence and Australia has been 
a steadfast friend through-
out this time. As Common-
wealth nations, we share 
many values, including a 
commitment to democracy 
and a rules-based order.
A hallmark of our bilater-
al relationship is that we 
have always stood alongside 
each other during times of 
crisis, and this has never 
been truer than during the 
global COVID-19 pandem-
ic. With deep admiration, I 

recognise the resilience and 
resolve shown by Pakistan 
in the course of battling this 
virus.
Australia is proud to stand 
with the people of Pakistan 
as they continue to build a 
strong, open and prosper-
ous country.
The Pakistani diaspora in 
Australia goes back to the 
arrival of Pakistani came-
leers in the mid-19th centu-
ry.  Since then, the dynamic 
Pakistani community has 
enriched the tapestry of 
Australia’s multicultural so-
ciety, including in the fields 
of science, education, tech-
nology, medicine and the 
arts and through faith-based 
organisations.
I welcome our bilateral 
cooperation in education, 
trade, development, de-
fence and security, as well 
as, our strong sporting and 
cultural ties. I am confi-
dent that our two nations 
will continue to strengthen 
our friendship well into 
the future.  
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Pak rejects 
‘illegal’ border 
fencing claims

A.M.Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
rejected reports of illegal 
border fencing by Afghan-
istan. Responding to news 
items in the Afghan media 
and reported statement of 
the Afghan Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, the Spokesper-
son rejected the insinuation 
that Pakistan military was 
conducting “illegal” fencing 
of the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border. The Spokesperson 
made clear that the fencing 
along the Pakistan-Afghani-
stan border was being done 
to address Pakistan’s serious 
security concerns and was 
fully in accordance with the 
established norms of interna-
tional law, without encroach-
ing into Afghan territory.
The Spokesperson added 
that the Afghan side would 
be well-advised to engage on 
border matters through the 
relevant institutional mecha-
nisms to address any miscon-
ceptions. 

COAS to visit Saudi Arabia
DNA / Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Army chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa will visit Saudi Arabia this week-
end, officials said, seeking to calm diplomat-
ic strains over Kashmir as financial support 
for Islamabad hangs in the balance. The two 
countries are traditionally close and Saudi 
Arabia in 2018 gave Pakistan a $3 billion 
loan and $3.2 billion oil credit facility to help 
its balance of payments crisis.
But Riyadh is irked by criticism from Paki-
stan that Saudi Arabia has been lukewarm 
on the Kashmir territorial dispute, two sen-
ior military officials told Reuters, motivat-
ing General Bajwa’s planned fence-building 
visit on Sunday. “Yes he is travelling,” ISPR 
chief Major General Babar Iftikhar told 
Reuters, though the official line was that 
the visit was pre-planned and “primarily 
military affairs oriented.”

Pakistan has long pressed the Saudi-led Or-
ganization of Islamic Countries (OIC) to con-
vene a high-level meeting to highlight alleged 
Indian violations in the occupied Kashmir. 
But the OIC has only held low-level meetings 
so far. “If you cannot convene it, then I’ll be 
compelled to ask Prime Minister Imran Khan 
to call a meeting of the Islamic countries 
that are ready to stand with us on the issue 
of Kashmir and support the oppressed Kash-
miris,” Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi told local media last week.
Soon after the remarks, the government was 
criticised by opposition leader Shehbaz Sharif, 
who termed FM Qureshi’s statement “highly 
unfortunate, irresponsible”. However, FM 
Qureshi had denied there was any ill will be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. Qureshi said 
while speaking in Geo News programme “Aaj 
Shahzeb Khanzada Kay Sath” that Riyadh was 
still Islamabad’s ally and that it acknowledges 
the feelings and aspirations of Pakistanis.

The draft convention on youth lays norms and principles inter alia: Strengthening the institution of the family, 
recognizes the diversity of young people, and the need to promote and protect human rights at All stages

L ET me congratulate the Re-
public of Uzbekistan, the na-
tional Human Rights center 

and the office of the OHCHR and 
other sponsors for carrying forward 
the vision for developing interna-
tional standards for the protection 
of youth rights put forward by H.E 

the president of Uzbekistan at the 
72nd session of the UN General 
Assembly on sept 19th 2017. And 
today we have the draft of the con-
vention to be adopted and ratified
This convention takes into account 
the interests and needs of various 
groups of 1.8 billion young people 
the largest ever in the world.The 
young generation, as a social sub-
ject need comprehensive support 
from the state not confined to 
declarations through black letters. 
This is possible through allocation 
of resources,recognising the im-
portance of the youth and involv-
ing them in statecraft.
What is causing great concern 
is the decadence in the general 
health,education, wellbeing,em-
ployment of the youth. The lack 
of a healthy lifestyle,the presence 
of high level of morbidity,drugs,al-

cohol consumption,tobacco smok-
ing abortions low productive 
attitudes. What is also causing 
concern is increase in national-
ists sentiments marginalisation 
criminalisation of the youth envi-
ronment in different regions with 
youth unemployment.
The absence of a convention ad-
dressing these issues creates diffi-
culties for creation of a legislative 
framework in the field of state youth 
policy. Which should be based on on 
the principles and norms enshrined 
in a fresh convention on the rights of 
the youth. The previous documents 
on Youth rights do not contain any 
criteria for measuring progress in 
achieving the broad goals.
In Pakistan youth participation was 
through attachment after an edu-
cational program with industrial 
and commercial units and govern-

ment sectors where the internee 
also got a sustenance allowance. 
But it was a policy confined to that 
government. Presently our govern-
ment is engaging youth in what is 
called as its tiger program for tree 
plantation and checking hoarders. 
Previously we had youth hostels to 
encourage social contact.
The idea of involving youth in so-
cial service before they completed 
education was a German idea. 
Some countries like Switzerland 
go was conscription. It it’s all ad 
hoc. The draft convention o n 
youth lays norms and principles 
inter alia: Strengthening the in-
stitution of the family,recognises 
the diversity of young people,and 
the need to promote and pro-
tect human rights at All stages.It 
speaks of the emotional cultural 
and spiritual needs of young peo-

ple. It gives special attention and 
support to youth living in difficult 
conditions. It also speaks of the 
need of international cooperation 
and deepening exchange of expe-
rience interstates based on the 
needs of the people
It will help implement the UN 
youth2030 strategy and will ulti-
mately ensure the achievement of 
the sustainable Development goals 
This will remove the despondency 
prevalent in youth forcing them-out 
in the streets protesting and desta-
bilising the law and order.
I support uzbekistan and all the 
sponsors of the convention
Justice AliNawaz chowhan

Formerly: Chief Justice of the 
Gambia. intl judge of the UN at 

The Hague, of Pakistan superior 
Judiciary and chairman NIHR 

Pakistan (NCHR).

Chairman NAB apprised Rolf Michael Hay Pereira 
Holmboe, Denmark envoy about NAB’s Anti 

Corruption Strategy in order to eradicate corruption
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‘DEPO taking 
steps for 

promotion 
of defense 
products’ 

DNA
RAWALPINDI: The Rawal-
pindi Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (RCCI) organ-
ized a webinar on Defence 
Production Day  as part of its 
ongoing Virtual Rawal Expo. 
While giving a presentation 
on defence products and ex-
ports, Director Coordination 
of Defence Export Promo-
tion Board (DEPO)  Briga-
dier Syed Ali Ammar gave 
a detailed presentation on 
export of defense products 
on behalf of DEPO. He said 
that the DEPO was taking 
several steps for the pro-
motion of defense products 
in Pakistan and abroad. He 
said that the efforts of the 
Rawalpindi Chamber in or-
ganizing the Webinar were 
commendable. The proposal 
of Rawalpindi Chamber for 
setting up of Expo Center 
in Rawalpindi/Islamabad is 
workable and we support it. 
In his brief address on the 
occasion, RCCI President 
Saboor Maik said that the 
purpose of this webinar was 
to provide an opportunity 
to exhibitors and visitors 
to explore the investment 
opportunities and facilities 
available in the defense 
products sector.

Briefs
August 14: 

1600 cops to 
be deployed
RAWALPINDI: As the na-
tion is all set to celebrate 
its 74th independence day 
on Friday, Rawalpindi dis-
trict police have finalized 
arrangements to beef up 
security on Jashan-e-Azadi 
while over 1600 cops will 
be deployed under the se-
curity plan devised for In-
dependence Day.
According to a Rawalpindi 
District Police spokesman, 
the authorities concerned 
on the directives of City 
Police Officer (CPO) 
Rawalpindi Muhammad 
Ahsan Younas had beefed 
up security in Rawalpin-
di city and Murree. The 
police personnel had 
been directed to launch a 
crackdown against traffic 
disruptors in the form of 
one-wheelers.
The Rawalpindi police, 
under their security plan, 
have decided to deploy over 
1600 cops in the district on 
August 14. Around 300 cops 
will be deployed in the hill 
station of Murree which is 
expected to be thronged by 
thousands of visitors from 
across the country particu-
larly Punjab and KPK on 
Independence Day. Nine 
special police pickets will 
also be set up to check law-
breakers in Murree.
In Rawalpindi city, 1300 
cops will be deployed 
to beef up the security. 
They will be supported 
by members of the police 
elite force, women police 
officers and officials from 
the special branch. – APP

VC’s urge 
empowerment 

of youth
ISLAMABAD: Vice Chan-
cellors from 13 universi-
ties across Pakistan have 
urged on effective engage-
ment and empowerment 
of youth during a webinar 
organised by Inter Univer-
sity Consortium for Pro-
motion of Social Sciences 
Pakistan in collaboration 
with Pakistan Academy of 
Letters and other partner 
universities. 
The webinar was organ-
ized in connection with 
International Youth Day 
2020 and was comprised 
of three sessions. During 
the first session, the youth 
from various universities, 
presented certain recom-
mendations aimed at ef-
fective engagement at uni-
versity campuses and real 
empowerment of youth as 
important segment of the 
society. – APP

Rescue-1122 
finalizes 

arrangements 
RAWALPINDI: The Res-
cuers, Ambulances and 
Fire services of Punjab 
Emergency Service, Res-
cue 1122 Rawalpindi will 
remain on emergency alert 
on Independence Day here 
to provide emergency cov-
er to the citizens in case of 
any emergency. As many as 
150 rescuers will remain on 
special duties in Rawalpindi 
district control room and 
emergency rescue stations 
with 74 emergency vehi-
cles including ambulances, 
fire vehicles, rescue and 
recovery vehicles, water 
bowzers, specialize vehicles 
and motorbike ambulances.

First ever ‘Public Fruit Garden’ 
launched in civil society partnership

President Alvi 
stresses upon 
need of online 

education
DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. 
Arif Alvi has emphasized the 
need for increasing the quan-
tum of the online education 
in the country. He said that 
online education saved the 
time of students from being 
wasted during the pandem-
ic and it was imperative to 
promote it so as the student 
should benefit of it in the 
country. He expressed these 
views during a briefing, given 
by the Vice Chancellor Quaid-
e-Azam University, Professor 
Dr. Muhammad Ali, at the 
Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. The Vice 
Chancellor highlighted the 
role and contribution of the 
University in promoting high-
er education. The President 
urged the management of 
the university to focus on re-
search and development and 
produce graduates according 
to requirements of the mar-
ket. The President lauded the 
role of university in providing 
quality education to students.

PepsiCo 
Pakistan 

distributes 
10 mln meals 

ISLAMABAD: As part of 
its ‘Millions of Meals’ cam-
paign, PepsiCo Pakistan has 
so far distributed over 10 mil-
lion meals as part of its ongo-
ing COVID-19 disaster relief 
efforts. ‘Millions of Meals’ is 
an inclusive, nationwide dis-
aster relief program making 
millions of meals available 
to the communities most 
impacted by the COVID-19 
outbreak. The 10 million 
meal milestone has been 
achieved within four months 
of the campaign launch and 
was made possible by the on-
ground support of reputable 
charitable organizations.  
As economic activity decel-
erated during the COVID-19 
epidemic and an increas-
ing number of people were 
faced with loss of income 
and earning opportunities. 
In these circumstances, the 
need for providing meals to 
underprivileged communi-
ties became the foremost re-
quirement. PepsiCo Pakistan 
announced the launch of 
‘Millions of Meals’ program 
at the onset of the crisis, and 
with the support of The Pep-
siCo Foundation, the phil-
anthropic arm of PepsiCo, 
committed funding of over 
US$1.4 million to provide 
meals to those in urgent 
need of sustenance.

Lok Virsa to 
hold “Azadi 

Show”
ISLAMABAD: The National 
Institute of Folk and Tradi-
tional Heritage (Lok Virsa) 
will hold  Independence Day 
celebrations titled “Azadi 
Show” on August 14.   
The program will feature live 
musical performances by 
renowned artists. According 
to an official,other events 
included ‘Milli Naghma’ pres-
entations, live performances 
by youth to pay tributes to 
Pakistan, Quaid-i-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah, Allama 
Muhammad Iqbal, people of 
Kashmir and martyred.  
The day long programs 
would focus on the freedom 
movement, heroes of the 
Pakistan Movement, the rich 
culture and traditions of Pa-
kistan through performing 
arts and Kashmir,he stated.

Collective aspiration of Kashmiris 
is to join Pakistan: Masood Khan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Sardar 
Masood Khan, President 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
has said that historically 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir had decided to join 
Pakistan well before the In-
dependence of Pakistan. This 
decision, he said was unan-
imously made during the 
meeting of the All Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim Conference 
held on 19 July 1947.
The President shared these 
remarks while speaking to 
the concluding session of 
the Summer School 2020 
Kashmir Boot Camp organ-
ised by the Centre for Se-
curity, Strategy and Policy 
Research (CSSPR) on the 
topic “Kashmir: Conflict, 

Crisis and Dialogue”. The 
web-conference was moder-
ated by Dr Rabia Akhtar, Di-
rector CSSPR, and was at-
tended by over 40 students.
“It was the collective aspi-
ration of the Kashmiris to 
accede to Pakistan. This 
will of the Kashmiris was 
trampled because of the 
connivance of the Maharaja, 
the Indian government and 
the British colonisers who 

forcefully tried to annex 
Kashmir to India”, he said
The President said that 
after the independence of 
India and Pakistan, the peo-
ple of AJK and Gilgit-Balti-
stan fought a war against 
the Maharaja and liberated 
these areas. He added that 
had the Indian government 
not deployed their forces at 
Srinagar the whole State of 
Jammu and Kashmir would 

have been liberated. “The 
area we know as AJK and 
GB have now become a 
defensive rampart for Paki-
stan”, he said.
President Masood Khan said 
that the people of Kashmir 
had suffered tremendously 
over the past 73 years. He 
added that in the month of 
November 1947, the Muslims 
of Jammu were forced to leave 
the area and were pushed to-
wards Sialkot. This exodus 
resulted in the martyrdom 
of 237,000 unarmed Muslim 
Kashmiris at the hands of 
the Maharaja’s forces, Indian 
army and RSS goons, while 
another 300,000 were perma-
nently displaced. Till this day, 
he said, 500,000 Kashmiris 
have sacrificed their lives in 
pursuit for freedom, liberty 
and self-determination. 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: First phase 
of the first ever public fruit 
garden completed on Thurs-
day with plantation of two 
hundred saplings of a varie-
ty of fruit plants in connec-
tion with the Independence 
Day tree plantation. 
The first ever public fruit 
garden is being developed 
on Major Road-4 in the 
greenbelt of D-12/2, Islam-
abad.
Development Communica-

tions Network (Devcom-Pa-
kistan) has launched this 
initiative in partnership 
with Metropolitan Corpo-
ration Islamabad (MCI), 
National Centre of Cleaner 
Production (NCPC), Islam-
abad Devcom Centennial 
Leo Club (IDCLC) and FM 
100.
Senator Sitara Ayaz, Chair-
person Senate Standing 
Committee on Climate 
Change, protection of trees 
is equally important as the 
plantation of trees itself. 
Citizens and communities 

shall play their role in both. 
She said all efforts are fo-
cused on plantation but we 
hardly see efforts in protec-
tion of green cover especial-
ly in our cities. She appre-
ciated Devcom-Pakistan for 
launching the initiative of 
public fruit gardens. 
It has many benefits in 
one go, the public-private 
partnership, citizens’ mon-
itoring and crops for com-
munities.    
Speaking on the occasion, 
Mayor Islamabad Anser 
Aziz Sheikh said the pub-

lic-private partnership is 
a key to success for social 
change. Starved for finan-
cial resources, he said MCI 
needs the cooperation of 
civil society organizations 
and philanthropists to come 
up with green initiatives to 
make the federal capital 
more clean and green.
He appreciated Devcom-Pa-
kistan for always coming up 
with new ideas to improve 
citizens’ engagement in 
making Islamabad a green-
er and cleaner city. He 
said MCI has very limited 

resources and we look for-
ward to the federal govern-
ment for increased funding 
to do the needful to im-
prove the water and sanita-
tion services, improve the 
green cover and healthy 
facilities. 
The Public Fruit Gar-
den is the brainchild of 
Devcom-Pakistan Ex-
ecutive Director Munir 
Ahmed. He said we need 
to promote this initiative 
by replicating it across Pa-
kistan wherever the open 
spaces are available. 

The model is that it should 
be developed in public-pri-
vate partnership, followed 
by community-based moni-
toring and ownership of the 
locals to ensure sustainabil-
ity of the initiative.
He said “Every citizen 
needs to play a responsible 
role in making the cities 
sustainable. Authorities 
shall provide a suitable 
environment and working 
relationship to engage non-
state actors to make the 
social sector development 
more inclusive.

Pakistan standing beside Lebanon  
in this crucial time: Chairman UACP
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Chair-
man of Ulama Aman Com-
mittee Pakistan Dr.Mufti 
Akeel Pirzada had a meet-
ing with the new Ambassa-
dor of Lebanon Mr.Vazken 
G.Kavlakian, and paid spe-
cial condolence message 
from the committee and 
the Nation of Pakistan. 
The Chairman UACP 
strongly condemned the 
bomb blast in Lebanon re-

sulted in death and inju-

ries of precious people of 
Lebanon.Its a big disaster 
for Lebanon.
The Chairman UACP 
prayed for the people who 
died and also for those 

who got injured for their 
speedy recovery..
The UACP whole heart-
edly presents his deep 
insight feelings and emo-
tions for the Peace in 

Lebanon which is indeed a 
great need of the time.
The Chairman said in this 
crucial time ,We Pakistani 
Nation stands shoulder 
by shoulder with the ag-

grieved Nation of Lebanon 
.As Lebanon is a our be-
loved Muslim brother and 
we have close affiliation 
,love and affection with 
the people of  Lebanon.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Police would further pro-
mote ties with communi-
ty members to inculcate 
friendly police ecology in 
the city and ensure pro-
tection to their lives and 
property. It was stated by 
Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) Islamabad Mu-
hammad Aamir Zulfiqar 
khan  on Thursday during 
his meeting with senior 

members of Islamabad 
Residents and Police In-
teraction Forum (IRPIF) 
which included the senior 
citizens and retried of-
ficers of various depart-
ments.
The citizens-police re-
lationship came under 
discussion and IRPIF 
members appreciated the 
efforts of Islamabad police 
chief Muhammad Aamir 
Zulfiqar Khan in curbing 
crime especially its action 
against drug pushers, land 

mafia and anti-social ele-
ments.  
Islamabad Police Chief 
briefed the delegation 
about the efforts of Islam-
abad police to curb corona-
virus, crime, drug peddling 
and activities of illegal oc-
cupation on others’ land. 
He said that Islamabad 
Police stood on front line 
in efforts to check spread 
of COVID-19 virus and 175 
cops contracted corona-
virus in their bid for citi-
zens’ safety.

Along with philanthro-
pists, the IGP said that 
police distributed ration 
and other necessary items 
among the needy persons.
Regarding steps to further 
promote ties with people, 
he said that Public Com-
mittees would be upgrade 
and senior citizens would 
be included in it. The in-
teraction with citizens’ 
bodies would be ensured 
on frequent basis and their 
suggestions would be se-
riously reviewed to bring 

improvement in policing 
affairs.
He said that it is prime 
responsibility of police to 
ensure protection to the 
lives and property of the 
citizens. Every possible 
steps would be taken to 
ensure justice to people at 
their door steps and secure 
their lives through high vig-
ilance, the IGP maintained. 
The delegation also ex-
pressed their satisfaction 
over policing measures for 
safety of the people.

Islamabad police to promote ties with citizens: IGP
Islamabad Police Chief briefed the delegation about the efforts of Islamabad 

police to curb coronavirus, crime, drug peddling and activities 
of illegal occupation on others’ land

Mayor Islamabad Anser Aziz Sheikh said the public-private partnership is a key to success 
for social change. Starved for financial resources, he said MCI needs the cooperation 

of civil society organizations and philanthropists to come up with green initiatives
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NAB and the opposition KE and the court
Events that transpired on in front of NAB Lahore’s headquarters, where PML(N) 

Vice President Maryam Nawaz was present following a summons issued by the 
accountability watchdog for questioning her in a fresh investigation related to “il-

legal” acquisition of land in Raiwand, are  nfortunate. The clash between workers of the 
PML(N) and the Punjab Police that saw stones being pelted from both sides resulted in 
injuries, damage to property and arrests. Maryam Nawaz alleges, rather outlandishly, 
that she was made to appear at NAB’s premises to be ttacked even though there are clear 
visuals of PML(N) workers’ cars packed with stones, suggesting that what happened 
was premeditated. But for the police to resort to the same hooliganism rather than 
attempting to diffuse the situation through more conventional means is regrettable and 
demands an inquiry. That this is the third investigation against Maryam Nawaz while the 
previous two cases against her remain open, is perhaps one reason for the frustration 
that resulted in her party workers acting out the way they did; NAB’s highhanded style 
of investigating and preparing multiple cases, exclusively against her party’s leaders, is 
another. In this backdrop, considering the animosity between the PTI and opposition, 
it seems yesterday’s events were inevitable. For over two decades NAB has been used 
exactly for what it was created by General Pervez Musharraf– political victimization. 
The former dictator used it to keep dissenting voices in check, allowing engineering of 
political parties. Both civilian governments that followed used it to keep each other em-
broiled in legal troubles. Prime Minister Imran Khan has however taken it a step further, 
running an ineffective anti-corruption drive that is heavily reliant on the NAB to keep pil-
ing on cases and pressures on opposition leaders while ignoring ongoing investigations 
into the PTI’s questionable projects such as the BRT and Malam Jabba. Although there 
was some hope recently with regards to discussing reform of the NAB law, negotiations 
fell through as soon as they began with neither the PTI nor the opposition leadership 
willing to meet the other halfway. The bureau’s shoddy investigation methods, abysmal 
conviction rate and the propensity to detain an accused without justification, make this 
form of so-called accountability simply untenable. As history has shown time and again, 
when the chips are down and the shoe is on the other foot, the same treatment could be 
meted out to those currently in power and enjoying virtual immunity.

The issue of regular cuts in power in Karachi which have made the lives 
of citizens miserable and in some cases brought work to a halt has been 
taken up by the Supreme Court. A three-member bench headed by Chief 

Justice Gulzar Ahmad heard a petition from citizens against the situation they 
have been placed in due to the poor performance of K-Electric and its failure 
to provide uninterrupted power to the citizens of the city. The court has asked 
the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority to complete an audit of KE 
and institute proceedings against it for its failures. The court has also said that 
murder and homicide cases would be registered against KE officials in the event 
of deaths due to electrocution. In its defence, KE has said that it has not been 
receiving dues from other government departments, making it difficult to handle 
its own affairs or maintain its infrastructure. The court has said that this too 
needs to be inquired into, while also criticizing the consistent rise in power bills 
coupled with a decline in the ability to provide uninterrupted power.
This has been a longstanding problem in Karachi, as well as other cities and 
towns. The power infrastructure according to experts is declining and is not 
being properly maintained especially as the population expands placing new de-
mands on it. The problem is one that requires policies planned at the highest 
level to tackle. The reality is that Pakistan is not generating enough power to 
meet the needs of its citizens or its industries. In addition, K-Electric in particu-
lar has put forward a very poor performance for many years. Nepra has told the 
court it is not feasible to immediately change the management of the body but 
has agreed it will look into the problems mentioned in the petition.
The issues faced by the citizens of Karachi are very real, and are aggravated each 
time it rains, with the rainfall further disrupting KE’s ability to supply power. 
It is unlikely an immediate solution can be found. Citizens however have shown 
their desperation by taking the matter to the highest court in the land. The CJP 
has said he is determined to solve the problem and for this purpose it will be nec-
essary for all stakeholders to work together in order to bring the power supply 
situation in Karachi back towards normalcy so that the suffering of citizens who 
pay high bills can be eased over the coming months.

Sustainable peace in Afghanistan has regional as 
well as international ramifications which will 
definitely further enhance regional connectivity, 

trade activities and economy and commerce too. 
Regional countries especially, Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan have played tremendous role to bring 
peace in Afghanistan through negotiations, track-II 
diplomacy, dialogue and development.  
Uzbekistan first president Islam Karimov proposed 
“6+3 Contact Group” to resolve the issue of Afghanistan. 
It was initiated during NATO/EAPC Summit in 
Bucharest in April 2008. Islam Karimov proposed five 
vital of stabilization of the situation in Afghanistan. A 
trilateral summit was held in Istanbul and Turkey, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan actively participated in the 
summit. The government of Pakistan initiated the 
new formula i.e. six plus two formula in the summit. 
Pakistan, Iran, China, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, 
all immediate neighbours of Afghanistan had to be 
consulted to bring peace in Afghanistan. Russia and 
the US would also be part of six plus two formula. 
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said 
that Afghanistan’s six immediate neighbours, as 
well as China and Russia. Right from the beginning, 
Uzbekistan has desired to find a “workable” formula 
to win hearts and souls of people of Afghanistan 
through “intensive” “economic cooperation” at least 
with the northern regions of Afghanistan, successful 
implementation of transport and logistics projects, 
and the expansion of educational programs. Tashkent 
was succeeded to achieve bilateral cooperation with 

Kabul through the implementation of various befitting 
economic propositions and meaningful logistics 
projects to further enhance regional connectivity. 
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan adapted new 
“holistic” approach towards resolution of Afghanistan 
issue and introduced new “innovative” and result 
oriented strategies to bring peace in Afghanistan. 
Tashkent has been cooperating with international 
main stakeholders and offers various projects in 
different sectors i.e. economic, logistics, education, 
etc., and even considers prospects for organizing 
negotiations between the government of Afghanistan 
and the Taliban on its soil.
Tashkent has been trying to act in all directions of 
the foreign policy on Afghan issue by covering the 
maximum number of spheres i.e. in terms of bilateral 
relations, there has been rigorous sincere efforts 
of initiating ambitious and large-scale projects, 
reformation/redesigning of national priority towards 
Afghanistan, rebuilding the dialogue with the 
international community and systematic efforts to 
further enhance soft power image projection and 
separation of its regional Central Asian agenda from 
the Afghan one. By all means Pakistan has had been 
important to bring peace in Afghanistan. Singing 
of latest peace deal between the US and Taliban at 
Doha “reconfirmed” positive and “participatory” 
role of government of Pakistan in the peace process 
of Afghanistan.   The government of Pakistan 
and armed forces are doing their levels best to 
support the West and especially the US to curb 
the terrorist incidents. The successful militar y 
operations in the tribal areas by Pakistan’s armed 
forces spoke louder than words and showed our 
commitment to f ight against terrorism. 
President Mirziyoyev followed a holistic approach 
towards Afghanistan and strongly “discarded” a 
“military solution”. He facilitated peace talks between 
all parties of the conflict, and implemented economic 
projects. In 2017, the position of President’s Special 
Representative on Afghanistan was introduced. This 
step aimed at promoting Afghan vector into a separate 
sphere of Uzbek foreign policy.
Economic cooperation with Afghanistan focused on a 
number of aspects: infrastructure construction, energy, 
and trade. Uzbekistan opened customs point in Termez 
to ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid, restored 
11 bridges between Mazar-i-Sharif and Kabul. With the 
support of ADB, the Hairatan-Mazar-i-Sharif railway was 
constructed.  Uzbekistan also showed keen interest in 
the construction of the “Mazar-i-Sharif-Herat” railway 
in the framework of the Trans-Afghan Transport 
Corridor project. In addition, Uzbekistan has become 
a leading electricity supplier to Afghanistan. In 2009, 
the “Guzar-Surkhan” transmission line was initiated, 
which increased the supply to 300 MW. As a result, 
its electricity supplies reached to 1.5 billion kW / h of 
electricity to Afghanistan by 2016.
Uzbekistan held a conference on Afghanistan in 
Tashkent during March 2018 which subsequently 
emerged a useful platform to restart stalemate 
talks and prompted track-II diplomacy. It pioneered 
the Kabul process, the Moscow format, the SCO-
Afghanistan Contact Group, etc. However, the high 
turnout from the international community allowed 
Uzbekistan to emerge from the shadow.
The activities of Uzbekistan over the past 3 years 
suggest that the Afghan strategy is based mainly on 
a combination of economic and soft power image 
projection. Stability in Afghanistan and at least in 

the northern regions is important for promoting 
its economic expansion. Uzbekistan is interested 
in playing a greater economic role in Afghanistan. 
The Surkhan-Puli Khumri energy project aimed at 
increasing the delivery of electricity from Uzbekistan 
to Afghanistan, and a transportation project to extend 
the existing Hairatan-Mazar-i-Sharif railroad to Herat. 
The latter project has a long-term implication for 
Tashkent, because once realized the railroad will 
become the shortest route for the country’s goods 
to reach a sea port.  Uzbekistan-Pakistan bilateral 
relations has been further strengthened during recent 
times because of the better political understanding, 
improvement in bilateral trade, phenomenal rise to 
tourism and the last but not the least joint efforts to 
bring peace and harmony in the region.
Uzbekistan Foreign Minister H.E. Abdulaziz Kamilov 
visited Pakistan and met with his counterpart Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi and Prime Minister Imran Khan. 
During his stay he thoroughly discussed means and ways 
to non-military solution in Afghanistan, increase in trade 
and commerce and enhance bilateral cooperation in 
diversified sectors of economy.  
Both foreign ministers conducted a purposeful joint press 
conference which showed high level of political understanding, 
strong commitments to achieve desired goals of socio-economic 
prosperity and connectivity through peace and harmony in the 
region, connecting through rail corridor, investments in diverse 
sectors of economy, tourism and other befitting propositions 
between the two countries. It also showed Uzbekistan sincere 
efforts to bring peace in Afghanistan through regional resolve, 
dialogue and development.
Speaking at a joint news conference Uzbek Foreign 
Minister Abdulaziz Kamilov and his counterpart Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi said both the countries shared 
views on Afghanistan. They expressed the resolve 
to further enhance bilateral cooperation to promote 
peace and stability in the region.
Qureshi said both countries shared common views 
on Afghanistan as they feel that there was no 
military solution to the Afghan problem. He added: 
“We are prepared to facilitate and support the 
dialogue process in Afghanistan.” Both Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan want peace in Afghanistan and were 
willing to support the efforts he added. Pakistan is 
ready to promote connectivity in the region for the 
benefit of our people, he said.
The Foreign Office says that the visit strengthened 
meaningful deliberations in all areas of bilateral 
cooperation including political, security & defence 
cooperation, peace process in Afghanistan as 
well as trade and investment promotion. Areas of 
mutual interest for future collaboration were also 
identified, including agriculture, tourism and cultural 
cooperation.
On his part, Uzbek FM Abdulaziz Kamilov said Pakistan, 
as a regional power, can play role in guaranteeing 
regional peace and stability.  The minister said: 
“Pakistan and Uzbekistan have common views on 
regional security, especially peace and stability 
in Afghanistan.” Uzbek FM Kamilov acknowledged 
Pakistan’s vital role in the fight against terrorism and 
its efforts to bring peace and stability to the region. 
He said the two countries have a common approach to 
encouraging the peace process in Afghanistan, combating 
terrorism and facing other challenges.
Uzbekistan Foreign Minister H.E. Abdulaziz Kamilov 
also called on Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan 
at Prime Minister’s Office. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan expressed his strong desire to see rapid increase 

in economic cooperation with Uzbekistan.
Suggestions  1.	 Being prominent regional expert of 
Uzbekistan & CIS, I humbly suggest that President of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev should 
pay official visit to Pakistan so that regional equation 
of power may be in favour of both the sides. Pakistan 
is the only easy and shortest gate-way to Central Asia 
and base of “CPEC and One Road One Belt” which 
should not be ignored. 
2.	 There should be a closed mechanism at the 
highest level for political consultations on the issue 
and emerging trends in Afghanistan so that both 
countries should play positive and contributory role to 
bring peace. 
3.	 Pakistan also provides immense 
opportunities of greater regional connectivity which 
government of Uzbekistan should be tapped for a 
win-win situation for both sides. Gwadar seaport 
has been activated and in this connection first cargo 
consignment of Afghanistan transit trade reached 
from Afghanistan. Uzbekistan may consider utilizing 
its seaport for its greater sustainable connectivity 
with South East Asia.
4.	 Uzbekistan shows great interest to build 
Hairatan-Mazar-i-Sharif railway and Pakistan under the 
framework of the CPEC has approved US$6.5 billion 
Railway M1 mega project. Both countries should explore 
befitting propositions to extend cooperation in the fields 
of construction and railways. 
5.	 Energy sector would create win-win 
propositions for both the countries so both countries 
should also explored chances of joint ventures in the 
mix of energy power generation in the days to come.
6.	 Close liaison in the field of agro economy is 
the need of the hour. Both countries have comparative 
advantages in the production of cotton which must be 
clubbed to initiate a joint venture in textile and garments. 
Uzbekistan blesses with colored cotton which should be 
shared with Pakistan.   
7.	 President Mirziyoyev has initiated the 
“Strategy for the Further Development of Uzbekistan 
2017-2021”. It is indeed a blue print of its socio-
economic development in the next five years. It 
highlighted five principles i.e. improvement of state 
construction, economic liberalization, development 
of the social sphere and implementation of active 
foreign policy. Due to which now Uzbekistan is 
on the right path to achieve the desired goals of 
socio-economic prosperity, further politicization, 
democratization, greater attraction of FDIs, and the 
last but not the least people and business friendly 
bureaucracy in the country.
8.	 Government of Uzbekistan should consider 
joining CPEC which will bring immense socio-
economic, geopolitical and geo-strategic dividends to 
macro-economy of it. 
9.	 Center for Global & Strategic Studies has 
the capacity and expertise to create bridges of better 
understanding among all the main stakeholders to 
expedite desired socio-economic integration in the 
sectors of construction, energy, agricultural, industries, 
tourism and above all people-to-people contact. CGSS is 
the prime institute of policy and public diplomacy too for 
which both countries should take advantage. Moreover, 
its proven specialty in the Euro-Asian Region would 
be value-addition to disseminate falsified propaganda 
of the west and make a trustworthy and heart-to-heart 
connection, vital for achieving all desired goals of greater 
regional connectivity, greater socio-economic prosperity, 
tourism and above all business development. 

Uzbekistan-Pakistan-Afghanistan: Triangle of Peace 
Dr. Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan
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It was due to the selfless practical unity among the Mus-
lims under the leadership of Quaid-i-Azam Quaid-i-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah that Pakistan became a tangible 

reality on August 14, 1947. But, that unity started declin-
ing after passing through various crises, and the result was 

separation of East Pakistan in 1971, as India manipulated 
differences between East Pakistan and the West Pakistan.
Although the 14thAugust is celebrated every year as the In-
dependence Day, but, this time, it has come at a time when 
Pakistan is facing multiple threats of grave nature external-
ly and internally, which are worrying all the citizens.
More than 12 months have passed. But, Indian fanatic gov-
ernment of the ruling party BJP led by the extremist Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi continued lockdown in the Indian 
Occupied Kashmir (IOK)—since August 5, 2019 when Indi-
an government revoked articles 35A and 370 of the Consti-
tution, which gave a special status to the disputed territory 
of the Jammu & Kashmir (J&K). Thus, New Delhi unilater-
ally annexed the region with the Indian Federation to turn 
Muslim majority into minority. Acting upon the ideology of 
Hindutva ((Hindu Nationalism), Indian biased rulers also 
issued domicile certificates to 40000 non-Kashmiris.
While, Indian fanatic rulers are also escalating tensions 
with Pakistan and have continued shelling inside Pakistani 
side of Kashmir by violating the ceasefire agreement in re-
lation to the Line of Control (LoC).Externally, Pakistan’s 
forces, especially, Pak Army and Rangers have been boldly 
responding to India’s unprovoked firing at the LoC. Notably, 
the Indian Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 (CAA), passed 
by the Indian Parliament further exposed the discriminato-
ry policies of the Modi regime. 
The CAA coupled with the National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) is mainly against the Muslim immigrants 
particularly from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghan-
istan. Since last year, daily mass protests continued 
across every state in India against the CAA and the 
NRC. Despite criticism of the rights groups, foreign 
leaders, the UNO and moderate Hindus in wake of vio-
lent protests which killed and injured hundreds of per-
sons—mostly Muslims by the police and fanatic Hin-
dus, Modi’s government has not withdrawn the CAA/
NRC. In this regard, a government-appointed-the Del-
hi Minorities Commission (DMC) said in its  recent re-
port: “At least 53 people, mostly Muslims, were killed 
and more than 200 were injured in the worst commu-
nal violence in the Indian capital Delhi…against a new 
citizenship law [CAA] in February, this year…laying 
out the path to citizenship for six religious groups 
from neighbouring countries except Muslims…the law 

was discriminatory…Muslim homes, shops and vehi-
cles…mosques were selectively targeted during the 
rioting…broke out across the country…with support 
of the administration and police, a retaliatory plan of 
pro-CAA protesters was worked out to trigger violence 
at a large scale…Some senior BJP leaders like former 
member of Delhi legislative assembly Kapil Mishra of 
fuelling the Feb 23 violence”.
Besides, despite the new agreement to resolve the is-
sue of eastern Ladakh through dialogue, border dispute 
between Chinaand India, which remains unsettled, has 
increased tension between the two countries.In this con-
text, Pakistan’s civil and military leadership has repeat-
edly stated that in order to divert attention from internal 
crises and border dispute with China, New Delhi can 
arrange another Pulwama-type false flag terror attack 
in the Indian Held Kashmir to justify military adventure 
against Pakistan. In response, Chief of the Army Staff 
Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa hasfrequently said that Paki-
stan’s Armed Forces are fully ready to meet any prospec-
tive aggression or invasion by India. 
Internally, Pakistan’s Armed Forces and country’s primarily 
intelligence agency ISI have successfully broken the back-
bone of the foreign-backed terrorists. Peace has been re-
stored in the Balochistan province and Karachi, including 
other vulnerable regions.  
Despite it, in the recent past, terrorist attacks par-
ticularly in the provinces of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistanwhich is central point of the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC) show that the CIA-
led Indian RAW, Afghanistan’s intelligence agency Na-
tional Directorate of Security and Israeli Mossad are 
destabilising Pakistan and want to damage the CPEC 
project which is part of China’s One Belt, One Road 
(OBOR) initiative or BRI, as the US and India have 
already opposed this project. 
At this juncture, Pakistan is also facing multi-faceted cri-
ses and challenges like corruption, soaring prices, ener-
gy-shortage, unemployment, crimes, lack of health facilities, 
and dependence upon the US-led developed countries, IMF 
and World Bank for financial aid.And coronavirus pandemic 
has affected Pakistan in wake of country’s fragile economy. 
In this respect, civil and army institutes are implementing 
comprehensive plans for treatment of the patients and to 

further stop the spread of this novel virus. Moreover, Paki-
stan’s security forces have been facing a different war, while 
enemy is also different, who employ subversive activities of 
various kinds which include both internal and external chal-
lenges. In these terms, Pakistan is in the state of new war, 
being waged by the Armed Forces and intelligence agencies 
against terrorists.At this critical moment, this significant 
day emphasizes that our political leaders must pledge that 
they will not support their parties at the cost of the country. 
In order to castigate the conspiracy of the external enemies 
against the integrity of the country, our political leaders and 
human rights groups must also stop manipulating any crisis 
against Pak Army and ISI whose image are deliberately be-
ing tarnished by the external plotters.
As regards the Independence Day, the 23rd of March 1940 
was a watershed in the history of the Sub-continent, when 
All India Muslim League passed the Resolution in Lahore 
for the creation of an independent state. Earlier, in his 
address to the Muslim League at Allahabad in 1930, the 
idea of a homeland for Muslims in their majority areas had 
been envisioned by the poet Allama Sir Muhammad Iqbal, 
and had become the aspiration of Indian Muslims.In fact, 
the British colonialists in connivance with majority Hindu 
population had manipulated and targeted Muslims through 
every possible way. In that background, Muslims had start-
ed struggle for a separate state.Nevertheless, prior to the 
Lahore session of Muslim League, Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
had specified to this historical congregation of the Muslims, 
the watch-words of ‘Faith, Unity and Discipline’ which were 
not only necessary for waging the battle for an independent 
homeland, but also for present Pakistan. The essence of 
these watch-words is unity which is also the real spirit of 
the Independence Day.
However, it is good development that despite differences, 
Pakistan’s ruling party PTI, opposition parties and military 
are on one page regarding Indian prospective aggression 
and military lockdown in the IOK.On this occasion, the gov-
ernment, the opposition leaders, civil societies and media 
owners, including all other segments of society must sign a 
charter of unity which is very necessary to pull the country 
out of the ongoing serious crises and to meet the Indian 
war-mongering designs. 

 – (The writer is author of “Invisible 
Balance of Power”)

Real Spirit of the Independence Day
Syed Sajjad Shaukat
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LAHORE: Sri Lankan Prime 
Minister Mahinda Rajapak-
sa Thursday congratulated 
Iftikhar Ali Malik on his 
success in the election as 
President South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Co-oper-
ation (SAARC) Chamber  of 
Commerce and Industry for 
a term of two years.
In his message,  “ Sri Lan-
kan PM  extending  best 
wishes  said he is also highly 
impressive about the views 
of Iftikhar Ali Malik that the 
positive engagements of the 
SAARC countries and its co-
operation with private sector 
is a solution for wide spread 
poverty and unemployment of 
the region”. He further hoped 
that “ given the long standing 
cordial relationship between 
our two countries will contrib-

ute positively to achieve the 
goals of SAARC Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry”.
“Mahinda Rajapaksa finally 
assured that his support and 
patronage is guaranteed 
to,Iftikhar Ali Malik and 
SAARC Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry to carry 
forward its mandate for the 
development of the region”. 
He also thanked Iftikhar Ali 
Malik for his compliments 
and best wishes extended to 
him with regard to his elec-
tion campaign.
Iftikhar Malik thanked Sri 
Lankan PM for congratulation 
and conveyed his message to 
him that he would do his best 
to promote regional trade and 
Pakistan had advanced its be-
lief that a secure and peaceful 
environment in South Asia 
was crucial for the advance-
ment of region’s development 
and prosperity.

Sri Lankan PM 
greets Iftikhar 

Malik on success

Briefs
Pak-China 
friendship 
enters new 
era: Shafqat

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for  Education & Profes-
sional Training Shafqat Me-
hmood on Thursday said that 
Pak-China friendship had en-
tered a new era of cooperation 
through initiation of socio-eco-
nomic support by Chinese Gov-
ernment under CPEC. 
He stated this in a meeting 
with Chinese Ambassador 
Yao Jing here . A 11-member 
Chinese delegation led by the 
Ambassador of China, Yao 
Jing, Parliamentary Secre-
tary to M/o FE&PT,  Wajiha 
Akram, Chairman NAVTTC, 
Syed Javed Hassan, Execu-
tive Director NAVTTC, Dr. 
Nasir Khan, were present in 
the meeting.
The minister said that “We 
are very keen to have close 
synergy and cooperation with 
China, the closest friend of 
Pakistan of all times, and 
collaboration in TVET sec-
tor will help us analyze what 
kind of jobs and training are 
required to meet the needs of 
CPEC mega projects includ-
ing ML-1”. “NAVTTC being 
the premier TVET organi-
zation and also a member of 
CPEC socio-economic De-
velopment Working Group 
will work closely with Chi-
nese companies and CPEC 
Authority to prepare Paki-
stani workforce as per the 
needs of different kind of 
projects”, he added.
The minister said Pakistan was 
grateful to China for its never 
ending support and look for-
ward to start various joint pro-
grammes for skill development 
in the country. – APP

2000 workers 
recruited in 

NHMP: Murad 
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Communications Murad 
Saeed said on Thursday that  
two thousand vacancies in 
National Highways and Mo-
torway Police (NHMP) had 
been filled by fresh recruit-
ments whereas  the process 
had been started to make 
more recruitments to over-
come staff shortage.
Addressing a function as 
Chief Guest at for perfor-
mance appraisal of National 
Highway and Motorway Po-
lice, he said that needs of 
the Motorway Police would 
be included in the PC-1 of 
each project in future.
He said with the expansion 
of the motorway network 
in the country, the need 
for NHMP personnel had 
increased but in the past it 
was not allowed to recruit 
more staff as per its require-
ments. Murad Saeed said 
work on western route of 
CPEC had been accelerat-
ed, which would play a role 
of catalyst in development 
of the less developed areas.
He said five mega road in-
frastructure projects would 
be executed this year under 
public private partnership 
without burdening the na-
tional exchequer.
The minister said that the 
Hyderabad-Sukkur Motor-
way would be completed 
under public-private part-
nership. – APP

‘Extended 
Kamyab Jawan 
Programme a 

milestone’
ISLAMABAD: Advisor to 
Prime Minister on Finance 
and Revenue, Dr. Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh Thursday 
termed the extended Kamy-
ab Jawan programme as an 
important milestone for pro-
motion of businesses and 
job creation.
In a tweet, he said that the gov-
ernment has launched expand-
ed Kamyab Jawan program 
to promote small businesses 
and employment. He said the 
per applicant maximum limit 
of loans has been increased 
from Rs5 million to Rs25 mil-
lion while the number of par-
ticipating banks has also been 
increased from 3 to 21.
The advisor said that the in-
itiative would generate hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs.
“Important milestone: Govt 
has launched expanded 
Kamyab Jawan program to 
promote small businesses 
& employment. Increased 
maximum limit per applicant 
from Rs 50 lacs to Rs 2.5 cr & 
increased participating banks 
from 3 to 21. Will generate 
hundreds of thousands of 
jobs,” he tweeted. – APP

‘Pakistan is the greatest 
achievement of Jinnah’

A Vision is based on the values of an individual. Jinnah’s vision was based on the values which 
included Democracy, Diversity, Social Justice; speakers at CGSS conference remarked

DNA
 
ISLAMABAD: On 13th Au-
gust 2020, Center for Global 
& Strategic Studies (CGSS), 
Islamabad organized an 
Online Conference titled 
“Reawakening the Jinnah Vi-
sion”. 
The session was commenced 
with the opening remarks by 
Major General Syed Khalid 
Amir Jaffery HI(M), (Retd), 
President CGSS. He stated 
that Jinnah formed Pakistan 
based on Two Nation Theory. 
He further mentioned that 
even though Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah was offered the 
Premiership of the country 
but he refused and chose to 
struggle for Pakistan.  
Mr. Javed Jabbar, Former 
Federal Information Minis-
ter, Pakistan mentioned that 
a Vision is based on the val-
ues of an individual. Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah’s vision was 
based on the values which 
included Democracy, Diversi-
ty, Social Justice, & Emanci-
pation of Women. He further 

mentioned that during these 
73 years, unfortunately, Pa-
kistan has drifted away from 
Jinnah’s values and vision. 
Lastly, Mr. Javed Jabbar 
mentioned that the greatest 
achievement of Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah was the achieve-
ment of Pakistan despite the 
major opposition. 
Lieutenant General Khalid 
Maqbool HI (M), (Retd), 
Former Governor of Paki-
stan explaining the Jinnah’s 
Vision mentioned that his vi-
sion comprised of the values 
which include Democracy, 
Welfare of the society, equal-
ity, law & order.  He further 
mentioned that Jinnah’s po-
litical journey is a practical 
example of his vision. More-
over, Lt. Gen. Maqbool high-
lighted the need for making 
the institutions stronger to 
make Pakistan strong. 
Prof. Dr. Naushad Khan, 
Vice-Chancellor, Islamia 
College University, Pesha-
war mentioned that it is im-
portant to understand the 
accurate vision of Jinnah 
and it’s proper awareness 

among the nation and es-
pecially the youth. He also 
stated that Jinnah worked 
for an inclusive and united 
country. Furthermore, he 
suggested that the National 
Integration in the Educa-
tion System of Pakistan is 
highly required. 
Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar Mah-
boob, Vice-Chancellor, 

Islamia University of Baha-
walpur briefed about two 
major aspects which are 
the Views of Jinnah and the 
speech delivered on 11th 
August 1947. He mentioned 
that Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
adopted various principles 
and then struggled for Pa-
kistan based on those prin-
ciples. Furthermore, he 

mentioned that the main 
objective of leadership is to 
produce leaders. Lastly, he 
suggested that joint strug-
gle and cooperation are 
required for incorporating 
the true vision of Jinnah in 
today’s Pakistan. 
Brigadier Akhtar Nawaz 
Janjua(Retd), Senior Mem-
ber Advisory Board, CGSS 

informed the participants 
regarding the leadership 
qualities of the Jinnah. 
Moreover, he mentioned 
that Jinnah, in various in-
stances, stressed on the Is-
lamic principles as the basis 
of the new country.
Mr. Owais Rabbani, Found-
er & Chairman, Jinnah ka 
Pakistan mentioned that 
it is unfortunate that even 
after 73 years of Independ-
ence, the Pakistani nation 
is still confused regarding 
the vision of Quaid-e-Azam. 
Mr. Rabbani also men-
tioned that it is important 
to include women in the 
important decisions of the 
country. Lastly, he stated 
that there is a minor differ-
ence between the Vision of 
Jinnah and Allama Iqbal. Jin-
nah worked for the practi-
cal execution of the Allama 
Iqbal’s vision. 
The Conference was attend-
ed by 50 participants. The 
Conference was moderated 
by Lieutenant Colonel Khalid 
Taimur Akram (Retd), Execu-
tive Director, CGSS.
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ISLAMABAD: Air Chief Mar-
shal Mujahid Anwar Khan, 
Chief of the Air Staf f,  Pa-
kistan Air Force visited 
an operational air base on 
Thursday. During the visit 
he participated in an opera-
tional training mission in the 
dual seat JF-17 Thunder air-
craft.  Being a seasoned F-16 
pilot himself,  the Air Chief 
had a f irsthand assessment 
of operational capabilities 
of the indigenously manu-
factured dual seat f ighter 
aircraft. Interacting with 
the air and ground crew, the 
Air Chief lauded the level 
of motivation and thorough 
professionalism of the per-
sonnel. He added that the in-
duction of dual seat version 
and Block-3 variant of JF-17 

Thunder would help in main-
taining the cutting edge of 
the PAF.  He also stated that 
PAF personnel are the proud 
custodians of the legacy of 
valiant air warriors of Paki-
stan, which was manifested 
during Operation Swift Re-
tort, last year.  He further 
said that PAF would never be 

intimidated by stockpiling of 
weapons by the enemy.  
He added that PAF, in syner-
gy with sister services, is ever 
ready to counter any threat to 
the sovereignty of our sacred 
motherland. Earlier on his ar-
rival at the base, the Air Chief 
was received by Air Officer Com-
manding and Base Commander.

PAF ever ready to counter any threat: Air Chief
He further said that PAF would never be intimidated by stockpiling of weapons by the enemy

He added that PAF, in synergy with sister services, is ever ready to counter any 
threat to the sovereignty of our sacred motherland
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PESHAWAR :Mr. Shah 
Farman, Governor of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Prov-
ince of Pakistan has said, 
creation of Pakistan was 
the warranted reality of the 
time and no one can deny 
this fact.  Establishment of 
a separate homeland for the 
Muslims of Indian Sub-con-
tinent was must which later 
one become their national 
identity.  The fact should be 
accepted by opponents of 
the division of Indian conti-
nent as well.  He was talk-
ing during his visit to China 
Window – a Peshawar based 
cultural centre.  The event 
was arranged to celebrate 
the Independence Day of 
the Country, the 14th of Au-
gust.  On this Day in 1947, 
Pakistan was emerged on 
the world map. The Gov-
ernor also addressed a col-
ourful ceremony wherein a 
large number of prominent 
figures from various walks 

of life were in attendance.  
Paying rich tributes to the 
Father of the Nation, Quaid 
e Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah, the Governor said, he 
indeed had made the nation 
proud on his achievements 
by enabling them to lead 
their lives in line with their 
aspirations and with dignity.  
Today, he remarked, what 
the world observes in shape 
of discriminatory treatment 
on part of Indian govern-

ment towards its minori-
ties, especially the Muslim 
Community in India, offers 
sufficient justification as far 
as creation of Pakistan is 
concerned.  The miserable 
life condition of minorities 
in India whose just rights 
are usurped on daily basis 
further supplements the 
stance, which had been vo-
cally and successfully pur-
sued by the movers of the 
Pakistan Movement.  Con-

trary to that, the Governor 
said, the rights of minorities 
in Pakistan are constitution-
ally guaranteed.  
The Governor also wel-
comed the good gesture of 
the brotherly neighboring 
country, Peoples Republic 
of China to actively shar-
ing the Independence Day 
pleasantries of the Paki-
stanis and said China is 
the time tested friend of 
Pakistan. Beyond doubt, 
he added, we as a nation 
have always found the 
Peoples Republic of China 
shoulder to shoulder to us 
as a trusted friend in every 
hour of test upon which 
every Pakistani feels 
proud.  In this connection, 
the Governor particularly 
mentioned the role of Chi-
na Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor oriented projects and 
said, with every passing 
day, the economic activi-
ties are enhanced in our 
country and the province 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
also bears no exception. 

China is time tested friend of 
Pakistan, says KP Governor
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DUSHANBE: A Europe-
an traveler Sophy Roberts 
shares her fascinating recol-
lections of Tajikistan’s tourist 
attractions published in the 
Financial Times on August 7. 
Roberts visited Tajikistan in 
December 2019 per initiative 
of the Committee for Tour-
ism Development within the 
implementation of the Rural 
Economic Development Pro-
ject. In her article, Roberts 
notes that during her trav-
els to Pamir Mountains, she 
passed through Bokhtar, 
and got acquainted with the 
cultural sites of the region, 

especially Ajina-Teppa.
She tells that the statue of 
Central Asia’s largest reclin-
ing Buddha was excavated in 
1966 on this hill, now occupy-
ing the first floor of Dushan-
be’s Museum of National 
Antiquities.
Roberts also recalls her night 
in the home of a local resi-
dent, decorating the walls 
with needles and embroidery, 
slicing pomegranates into 
eight pieces in front of guests 
by the host and hearty meat 
soup, and other national dish-
es and Tajik hospitality.
While continuing her travels, 
along the Silk Road, Roberts 
visited the Khoja Mashhad 
Madrasah and praises its 

construction.
She describes the twin domes 
of the madrasah, noting that 
the design of the building re-
sembles a small mausoleum, 
and the eyelids of the domed 
lights illuminate the ancient 
bricks of the inner walls of 
the madrasah.
Also, the foreign traveler 
welcomes the initiative of 
Tajikistan for the further 
development of tourism and 
thus improving the condi-
tions of the national econ-
omy. She notes that the 
government of Tajikistan 
intends to enrich tourism 
by 2022 by five percent of 
GDP from the expansion of 
the tourism sector. 
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PARIS: Danyal Saleem Gi-
lani has taken over charge 
as Press Counsellor in Pa-
kistan embassy in Paris.  
Danyal Saleem Gilani is one 
of the most experienced in-
formation officers who has 
demonstrated his immense 
skills in key institutions in 
Pakistan. He has also been 
the Press Secretary to the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan 
and Chairman of the Film 
Censor Board. Before be-
ing appointed as the Press 
Counsellor Danyal was 
working as Director, Infor-
mation Minister’s Office. 
His appointment in France 
is no less than a challenge.
Danyal assumes the office 
when Pakistan is facing seri-
ous challenges especially in 
FATF. Danyal has to play his 
part in highlighting Pakistan’s 

position in the French media.
Meanwhile, the European 
Union Journalists Forum 
has welcomed appointment 
of Danyal Saleem Gilani. His 
predecessor Qamar Bashir 
will report back to Islamabad 
Information Headquarters af-
ter a long stint as Press Coun-
sellor in France.
Before joining the civil 
service of Pakistan Danyal 
remained associated with 
various newspapers on key 
positions. He is a respected 
figure among the journalis-
tic fraternity of Pakistan.

Danyal Gillani: new 
Press Counsellor Paris

‘Last decade 
was earth’s 
hottest on 

record’
DNA

NEW YORK: A new report 
released Wednesday details 
how 2019 was another year of 
extremes for Earth’s climate, 
adding to a litany of evidence 
exposing the grim reality of our 
warming world.
Last year saw devastating 
wildfires burn through Aus-
tralia; large regions including 
Europe, Japan, Pakistan, and 
India experienced deadly heat 
waves; almost 100 tropical cy-
clones created havoc; glaciers 
and sea ice continued to melt 
at worrying levels; and drought 
and floods destroyed vital 
crops and infrastructure.

All 15 
BMGIANs 

elected 
unopposed 

DNA
KARACHI: All candidates of 
Businessmen Group (BMG) 
have been elected unopposed 
for the Managing Commit-
tee of Karachi Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry for 
the year 2020-22. Accord-
ing to details, a total of 20 
nominations were received 
by the Election Commis-
sion who all belonged to 
Businessmen Group. The 
nominations papers were 
scrutinized by the Election 
Commission, which reject-
ed 5 nomination papers by 
declaring them invalid that 
led to unanimous election 
of the remaining 15 BMG 
candidates. Therefore, all 
15 BMGIANs were de-
clared successful in KCCI’s 
Election 2020-22. 
Siraj Kassam Teli, Chair-
man Businessmen Group 
(BMG) and Former Pres-
ident KCCI, on the occa-
sion, expressed gratitude 
to Almighty Allah and 
conveyed thanks and com-
pliments to the Business 
& Industrial community of 
Karachi for reposing con-
fidence and trust on Busi-
nessmen Group.
Siraj Teli said, “By the 
grace of Almighty Allah, 
BMG has been winning all 
the elections without los-
ing a single seat for the last 
23 years and after terribly 
defeating the opponents 
in 2018 election with dou-
ble the votes, BMGIANs 
have been blessed with an 
unopposed victory by the 
Almighty Allah.”
He said that 23 years of 
success is an acknowledge-
ment of the public service 
by the Businessmen Group 
which also testifies that 
overwhelming majority of 
Business and Industrial 
Community endorses the 
policies of BMG because 
they understand and be-
lieve that BMGians are 
serving them selflessly for 
their betterment.

Pakistan’s tea 
industry faces 

challenges: 
Report

ISLAMABAD: Tea indus-
try in Pakistan is facing 
huge challenges while 
China showing an up-
ward trend in its growth, 
say a report published by 
Gwadar Pro on Thursday. 
Quoting a Canadian schol-
ar Dan Bolton. the report 
says the trading volume 
of Pakistan in this sector 
is decreasing sharply in 
recent years, especially 
in 2020. The economic 
downturn in Europe, Ja-
pan and America has also 
threatened Pakistan’s tea 
industry.  Dan Bolton, 
founder of the magazine 
Tea Journey, stated in 
his latest report that tea 
industry of China is buck-
ing the trend while global 
tea market has showed a 
vulnerability facing COV-
ID-19 epidemic.
“Pakistan is a main tea 
market with a huge import 
volume, ranking 47th in the 
world, spending $21m on tea 
in 2019”, he analysed in the 
report, “The global economy 
will continue to decline for a 
long time, which will impact 
the innovation and product 
quality of the tea industry.”
The global economic down-
turn is causing the situation of 
tea industry worse. “The big-
gest threat is that people fail 
to address the medium - and 
long-term challenges faced 
by tea industry,” said Nigel 
Milliken, President of the Eu-
ropean Specialty Tea Associa-
tion. “We need to realign the 
economy with a reasonable 
sense of urgency so that tea 
industry can move out from 
stuck of labour shortages, 
land degradation, water 
shortages and rising input 
costs,” Milliken said.
Global tea trades have fallen 
by an average of 12.8% since 
2015. According to Daniel 
Workman, an analyst at the 
world’s top tea export com-
pany, the volume of global 
tea trade totalled just $6.4 
billion in 2019. Among them, 
with sales of $2 billion, and 
accounting 31.8%, China 
is leading foreign trade of 
tea until today. Bolton said 
that tea industry of China is 
bucking the trend and lead-
ing global tea industry in 
post-epidemic era. 
China has discovered a new 
mode of tea consumption 
that investors pay attention 
on contactless transaction, 
such as home delivery 
service and automatic tea 
vending machine. – APP

Financial Times publishes 
traveler’s impression of Tajikistan


