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‘Thaw’ in Pak-BD 
ties as Imran talks 

to Hasina Wajid
A.M.BhAtti

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan spoke to 
Sheikh Hasina, Prime Min-
ister of Peoples’ Republic of 
Bangladesh, on Wednesday.
While offering condolences 
on the loss of lives due to 
Covid-19 in Bangladesh, the 
Prime Minister commend-
ed measures taken by the 
leadership of Bangladesh 
to contain the spread of 
the virus. The two leaders 
exchanged views on their 
respective steps to deal 
with the myriad challenges 
posed by Covid-19. Prime 
Minister Imran apprised of 
his government’s measures 
to save lives and livelihoods.
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan also apprised Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 

about his “Global Initiative 
on Debt Relief” for devel-
oping countries.
The Prime Minister extend-
ed commiserations on the 
material and human losses 
due to the recent flooding 
in Bangladesh and prayed 
for early recovery of the 
people affected by this nat-
ural calamity.

In the bilateral context, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
underscored the impor-
tance Pakistan attaches to 
closer ties with fraternal 
Bangladesh and highlighted 
the significance of regular 
bilateral contacts and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges.
Reaffirming Pakistan’s com-
mitment to SAARC, Prime 

Minister Imran Khan un-
derlined the importance of 
both countries working for 
enhanced regional cooper-
ation for sustainable peace 
and prosperity.
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
shared Pakistan’s perspec-
tive on the grave situation 
in the Indian Occupied Jam-
mu & Kashmir (IOJ&K) and 
stressed the importance of 
peaceful resolution of the 
Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute for a safe and prosper-
ous region.
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
reiterated his cordial invi-
tation to Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina to visit Pa-
kistan. Pakistan is commit-
ted to deepening fraternal 
relations with Bangladesh 
on the basis of mutual trust, 
mutual respect and sover-
eign equality.

Qatar envoy lauds 
Pak bids for peace

A.M.BhAtti

RAWALPINDI:  Sheikh 
Saoud bin Abdulrahman 
Al Thani, Ambassador 
of Qatar called on Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Baj-
wa, Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) at GHQ,.

During the meeting matters 
of mutual interest and co-
operation in various fields 
were discussed. COAS con-
gratulated the dignitary on 
assuming the office and 
hoped that Pak-Qatar rela-
tions will further prosper 
under his able leadership 
for the common goal of im-

proved peace and stability 
in the region and increased 
economic prosperity.
The visiting dignitary ap-
preciated Pakistan’s con-
tinuous efforts for peace 
and stability in the region 
and pledged to keep work-
ing for better relations be-
tween the two countries.

RAWALPINDI: Ambassador of Qatar Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al Thani called on Army 
Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa. – DNA

SAifullAh

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi held telephonic 
conversation with Foreign 
Minister of the United 
Arab Emirates Sheikh Ab-
dullah Bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an on Wednesday. Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said that with the 
steps being taken by the 
government and especially 
after smart lockdown in var-
ious cities, Pakistan is wit-
nessing a downturn in the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
recovered cases has been 
outnumbering new cases.
The Foreign Minister 
thanked Sheikh Abdullah 
for enquiring about his 
health, his prayers and best 

wishes. He also apprised 
his UAE counterpart about 
the latest situation of the 
outbreak in Pakistan. He 
also congratulated the lead-
ership and the people of the 
UAE on successful launch 

of the first Arab interplan-
etary Mission. He con-
veyed that the UAE’s Mars 
Mission (Hope Probe) is a 
pride for all Muslims and a 
great contribution to human 
knowledge.

UAE FM lauds Pak 
COVID response

ShujAAt hAMzA / DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Speaker of the 
Palestine National Council, Saleem 
Al Za’anoon has urged Pakistan  to 
urgently intervene to release the 
prisoner Kamal Abu Wa’ar and oth-
er elderly prisoners who are suffer-
ing from life threatening diseases in 
Israeli occupation prisons. 
In a letter written to Chairman 
Senate Sadiq Sanjrani and Speaker 
of National Assembly Asad Qaiser, 
The Palestinian speaker stated that 
Kamal Abu Wa’ar has been detained 
for 18 years and his life is in severe 
danger and requires immediate in-
tervention to save his life. Kamal 
Abu Wa’ar has been suffering from a 
malignant tumor in the throat and is 

recently infected with coronavirus. 
He is now suffering from a drastic 
deterioration of health and requires 
urgent treatment.
It further added that lives of approx-
imately 700 sick prisoners are in 
danger too, of which 300 prisoners 
suffer from chronic diseases at great 
risk, and are exposed to infection 
with COVID-19. They require your 

quick intervention to save their lives. 
The Palestinian Speaker stated that 
he would like to inform that despite 
the spread of COVID-19 pandemic, 
the situation in Israeli prisons did not 
show any positive change, and that 
the Israeli prisons did not take any 
necessary health measures to pro-
tect the Palestinian prisoners from 
the fatal virus. Which raised the level 

of fear and anxiety among prisoners 
and their families.
He added that the level of Israeli dis-
regard for the lives of these prison-
ers has reached the point that (12) 
prisoners have lost their lives in the 
Israeli occupation prisons during 
the past two years, due to the poli-
cy of deliberate medical negligence, 
bringing the number of victims of 

this policy to (69 prisoners), out 
of (224) prisoners who have been 
martyrs in these prisons since the 
Israeli Occupation in 1967. 
Saleem Al Za’anoon emphasized at 
implementing the relevant Geneva 
Conventions on Palestinian pris-
oners and detainees in occupation 
prisons, and the time for human 
rights, regional and international 
human rights institutions and par-
liaments of the world to assume 
their legal, humanitarian and moral 
responsibilities towards these pris-
oners, and act urgently to release 
them, to put an end to this disre-
gard of the lives of (4,700) Palestin-
ian prisoners, among them are (41) 
female captives, (160) detained 
children and hundreds of patients 
and the elderly. 

Rescue of  prisoner: Palestine seeks Pak support

Newly arrived ambassador calls on Army 
Chief General Qamar Bajwa; COAS 

welcomes Qatar ambassador in Pakistan

PM Imran Khan reiterated his cordial invitation to 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to visit Pakistan

Bilawal 
asks NAB 

chief to 
resign 

ABiD RAzA

LAHORE: PPP Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on 
Wednesday called for the 
shutting down of Nation-
al Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) stating that the chair-
man Justice (retd) Javed 
Iqbal should resign and go 
home. The remarks by Bila-
wal came a day after PML-N 
demanded a new account-
ability body be formed fol-
lowing the Supreme Court’s 
detailed verdict in the Par-
agon Housing Society case 
slamming the accountability 
bureau for its “utter disre-
gard for the law”.
“Our first step should be to 
end NAB and shut it down 
as it’s a scar on the face of 
the legal system of Paki-
stan,” Bilawal said while ad-
dressing a press conference 
in Lahore.

Punjab 
reports 372 
new corona 

cases
DNA

LAHORE: Punjab on 
Wednesday reported 372 
new cases of the novel coro-
navirus in the last 24 hours, 
taking the province’s total 
number of confirmed infec-
tions to 90,816.
According to the Primary 
and Secondary Healthcare 
Department, five more 
people died from the virus 
during the period, due to 
which the death toll in the 
province rose to 2,095. As 
many as 66,425 patients 
have recovered while over-
all 663,539 tests have been 
conducted so far.
It is pertinent to mention 
here that the country re-
ported 1,332 coronavirus 
cases and 38 deaths over 
the past 24 hours, taking 
the national tally of infec-
tions to 267,428 and fatali-
ties to 5,677.
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Amin 
appointed 
as SAPM 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan on Wednes-
day appointed the Adviser 
to the Prime Minister on 
Climate Change Malik Amin 
Aslam as Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on Climate Change.
According to the notifica-
tion of Cabinet Division, 
the SAPM would render his 
services with the status of 
Federal Minister with im-
mediate effect.

‘Feasibility 
from Gwadar 

to Quetta 
completed’

“No study from 
Zhob to Kohat 

was under 
consideration by 
Pak Railways”

ISLAMABAD: Sate Minister 
for Parliamentary Affairs Ali 
Muhammad Khan Wednes-
day said the feasibility re-
port from Gwadar to Quetta 
and Quetta to Kotla Jam rail 
link via Zhob was completed 
on June 30, 2019. 
Responding to query during 
Question Hour in Senate, he 
said the PC-I for acquisition 
of land for Gwadar rail con-
nectivity was under process. 
No study from Zhob to Kohat 
was under consideration by 
Pakistan Railways, he said.
He said distance from Gwa-
dar to Quetta of proposed 
railway line was about 925 
Kilometers, Quetta to Zohab 
about 320 Kilometers, Zo-
hab to Kotla Jam  about 497 
Kilometers and from Kohat 
to Peshawar about 65 Kilo-
meters. Moreover, no rail 
link proposed from Khuzdar 
to Ratodero and Ratodero to 
Sukkur, he added.
He said the Shah Sawar Pas-
senger train was suspend-
ed on November 15, 2011 
along-with 58 other pairs 
of trains due to the system. 
Later on, three trains such 
as; 209UP/210 Down (Faiz 
Ahmad Faiz passenger), 
211 UP/212 Down (Narowal 
Passenger) and 125 UP/126 
Down (Lasani Express).

Chinese 
corona 

vaccine in 
final stage 

DNA

BRASILIA: Volunteers in 
Brazil received the first dos-
es of a coronavirus vaccine 
made by a Chinese pharma-
ceutical firm Sinovac, mak-
ing it the third such vaccine 
to enter Phase 3 clinical 
trials.  The Phase 3 clinical 
trials, or large-scale testing 
on humans — is the last step 
before regulatory approval.
“We’re living in unique and 
historic times, and that’s 
why I wanted to be part of 
this trial,” said the 27-year-
old doctor who received 
the first dose at the Clinical 
Hospital of Sao Paulo.

19 more die 
in Sindh 

DNA
KARACHI: The novel coro-
navirus has claimed 19 more 
lives and infected as many 
as 1,109 people during the 
past 24 hours in Sindh.
In a statement on the dai-
ly COVID-19 situation, CM 
Murad Ali Shah said that 
19 more people died from 
the coronavirus in past 24 
hours, taking the death 
toll from the disease to 
2060. He maintained that 
10,108 samples were test-
ed today.

StAff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme 
Court of Pakistan took no-
tice of objectionable content 
on social media platforms 
in the country Wednesday, 
noting that such forums are 
rife with content that incite 
hate against Pakistan’s insti-
tutions. The apex court was 
hearing a case against sus-
pect Shaukat Ali pertaining 
to a sectarian crime when 
the topic came under dis-
cussion. During the hearing, 
Justice Qazi Ameen said that 
the public, through YouTube 
videos, is being instigated 
against the Army, judiciary, 
and the government.
“Was action taken against 

those who committed this 
crime?” said the judge, ask-
ing further if the Federal In-
vestigation Agency and Pa-
kistan Telecommunications 
Authority have noticed the 
content that is being upload-
ed on YouTube.
“On YouTube and social me-
dia, even our families are 
not being spared (from criti-
cism),” said Justice Ameen.
“We gave a verdict yester-
day and today it was there 
on YouTube,” said Justice 
Qazi, adding that everyone 
acts like an expert on social 
media. He continued that 
the public can speak regard-
ing the judges’ performance 
and decisions, stating that 
they do not have an issue 
with freedom of speech. 
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Record virus recoveries 
ISLAMABAD, The country reported 1,332 coronavirus 
cases and 38 deaths over the past 24 hours, taking the 
national tally of infections to 267,428 and fatalities to 
5,677. 1,332 new cases were detected after 18,331 tests 
were conducted in the previous 24 hours, according to 
the National Command and Operation Centre. 51,283 
COVID-19 patients are undergoing treatment while 
210,468 patients have recuperated from the disease. 
17,76,882 tests have been conducted across the coun-
try so far. 114,104 cases have been detected in Sindh 
so far, 90,816 in Punjab, 32,523 in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, 11,469 in Balochistan, 14,701 in Islamabad, 1,878 
Gilgit-Baltistan and 1,937 in Azad Kashmir. 18,331 co-
rona tests were carried out during this period. – DNA 

AIIB 
$250mn 
loan for 

Pakistan
ADNAN YouSAf

ISLAMABAD: The Asian 
Infrastructure Investment 
Bank’s (AIIB) Board of Di-
rectors have approved a loan 
of $250 million to help Paki-
stan strengthen its response 
to the social and economic 

fallout from the COVID-19 
pandemic, said the financial 
institution in a press release 
on Wednesday.
The AIIB said that the loan 
is co-financed by the World 
Bank, adding that this de-
velopment policy financing 
will help bolster the govern-
ment’s Resilient Institutions 
for Sustainable Economy 
(RISE) Programme.
The RISE Program is a part 
of a set of measures Pakistan 
has undertaken towards re-
covery from the impact of the 
pandemic. The programme 
aims to stimulate investment 

in human capital, expand 
social safety nets, improve 
the emergency health infra-
structure and foster econom-
ic growth. The investment 
bank stated that the latest 
loan brings AIIB total sup-
port to Pakistan’s COVID-19 
response to $750 million.
The statement mentioned 
that the health crisis is ex-
pected to have far-ranging 
and long-term repercus-
sions on growth, which may 
undermine the hard-fought 
progress the country has 
made in restoring macroe-
conomic stability.

Hafeez Shaikh  
removed from NFC

ISLAMABAD: The government has removed Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Finance and Revenue Dr Abdul Hafeez 
Shaikh from the National Finance Commission (NFC), it 
emerged on Wednesday. A notification in this regard was 
submitted by Attorney General Khalid Javed to the Islama-
bad High Court (IHC) during the hearing of a plea filed by 
PML-N’s Khurram Dastgir challenging the formation of the 
new commission by President Arif Alvi in May.
During the hearing today, the attorney general told the 
court that the notification which was being challenged had 
already been taken back by the government and a new one 
had been issued in its place. “We have already issued a 
new notification which nullifies the previous one,” Javed 
told the court. “According to the new notification, Hafeez 
Shaikh is not part of the commission.” The court after 
hearing the arguments wrapped up the appeal. – DNA

In a letter written to Chairman Senate and speaker of the national assembly of Pakistan, the speaker 
of Palestine National Council urged the Pakistan leadership to urgently intervene to release the 

prisoner suffering from cancer and COVID-19 in Israeli prison; lauds Pakistan role on Palestine issue

FM Qureshi says Pakistan witnessing 
downturn after smart lockdwon
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NDMA sends 
protective 

gear to Sindh 
hospitals

ISLAMABAD: National Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity (NDMA) on Wednesday 
dispatched yet another con-
signment of Personal Pro-
tective Equipment (PPE) 
kits to Sindh province for 
the use of healthcare profes-
sionals involved in the treat-
ment of Covid-19 pandemic.
According to spokesman, 
the transported batch of 
safety equipment, eleventh 
in a series, included some 
320,426 N-95, KN-95 face 
and surgical masks, 146,972 
safety suits,185,447 medical 
gowns,220,093 pair of sur-
gical gloves, 34,688 surgical 
caps, 140,000 protective 
goggles, 25,468 face shields 
have been shipped to Sindh 
for onward distribution 
among doctors and para-
medics working in various 
hospitals of the province.
And 20,289 shoe covers, 
3,797 plastic boots have 
also been sent to Health 
Care Workers ( HCWs) 
fighting with Covid in Sindh 
hospitals.
The transportation of safe-
ty equipment to doctors 
and supporting staff work-
ing in Punjab, Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir (AJK) and 
Gilgit-Baltistan was also 
continuing right now, said 
the spokesman. – APP

Accountability 
is manifesto of 
govt: Shafqat

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Education and Pro-
fessional Training Shafqat 
Mehmood on Tuesday said 
accountability without any 
discrimination was the man-
ifesto of the government.
He said, however, there 
were some weaknesses 
in NAB Act, which were 
needed to be rectified, but 
no government made any 
amendments in it during 
last twenty years.
The minister was talking in 
a private news channel pro-
gram.  Shafqat Mehmood 
said it was the PTI govern-
ment which made an at-
tempt to introduce reforms 
in NAB law, adding no com-
promise would be made on 
accountability. – APP

Chitral 
centenarian 

recovers from 
Covid-19

DNA
CHITRAL: A centenarian 
man has recovered from 
coronavirus in a remote 
mountainous region of Up-
per Chitral district.
Aziz Abdul Alim of Booni 
village was discharged from 
hospital after his condition 
was found to be stable.
The regional head of Aga 
Khan Health Service 
(AKHS) told media that the 
103-year-old was admitted 
to the Aga Khan Health Ser-
vices Emergency Response 
Centre after testing positive 
for Covid-19. He said during 
a two-week stay at the cen-
tre, the elderly man conva-
lesced without requiring 
supplemental oxygen.
“We treated Mr Aziz as a 
high-risk patient given his 
advanced age and provided 
him with appropriate med-
ical care along with psycho-
social and moral support 
- equally important during 
these distressing times. In a 
short span of time we have 
successfully treated 59 Cov-
id-19 patients in the new-
ly-set up facility – many of 
whom were elderly,” he said.

Plant for 
producing 
LPG from 

plastic waste
ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa on Wednesday estab-
lished a plant for producing 
LPG from plastic waste in 
Peshawar, a private news 
channel reported.
Special Assistant to Chief 
Minister on Information 
Kamran Khan Bangash in-
augurated the plant in Pe-
shawar here on Wednesday.
Speaking on the occasion, 
he said producing LPG from 
plastic waste will be envi-
ronment friendly.
“The project will have a 
positive impact on the 
environment, he said and 
added that eliminating 
plastic bags is no less of 
a challenge. “These plas-
tic bags are also affecting 
drainage system,” said 
Kamran Bangash. – APP

Thursday, July 23, 2020
IslamabadPOST

Gold prices 
continue 
upward 
trend

ISLAMABAD: The price of 
24 karat gold increased by 
Rs1500 on Wednesday and 
was traded at Rs115,000 
as against its trading at 
Rs113,500  the previous 
day, Karachi Sarafa Associ-
ation reported. 
Likewise the price of 10 
gram gold also witnessed 
increase of Rs1286 and was 
trade at Rs98,594 against 
its sale at Rs97,308. 
The price of per tola sil-
ver increased by Rs200 
and was trade at Rs1320 
against Rs1120 whereas 
that of 10 gram silver also 
went up by Rs171.48 and 
was trade at Rs1131.70 
against at 960.22. 
The gold prices in the 
international market 
increased by $31 and 
was traded at $1856 on 
Wednesday against its sale 
at Rs1825  during the last 
trading day, the associa-
tion reported.
The price of silver at inter-
national market increased 
by $1.56 and was traded at 
$20.44 against its sale at 
$20.44. – APP

Rice exports 
increase 

record 5.12%
ISLAMABAD: Rice exports 
during FY 2019-20  grew by 
5.12% as compared to the 
exports of the correspond-
ing period of last year.
During the period from 
July-June 2019-20, Rice 
worth $2,175,493 thou-
sand were exported as 
compared to the exports 
of $2,069,618 thousand of 
same period of last year.
According the data re-
leased by the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics, 
the exports of Fruits in-
creased by 3.80%, Fruits 
valuing $431,272 thousand 
exported as compared to 
worth $415,497 thousand 
of same period of last year.
Meanwhile, vegetables 
worth $299,290 thousand 
were also exported in 
current financial year as 
compared to the exports of 
valuing $233,910 thousand 
of same period of last year.
During the period under 
review, Tobacco  exports of 
the country also recorded 
positive growth of 47.28%. 
Tobacco worth $35,787 
thousand was exported as 
compared to the exports of 
$24,217 thousand of same 
period of last year. – APP

PTA raids 
illegal gateway 

exchange 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) in its contin-
uous efforts to curtail grey 
telephone trafficking car-
ried out a successful raid 
in coordination with Fed-
eral Investigation Agency 
(FIA) in Sargodha.
The raid was conducted at 
Chak No. 25 Shamali, Sar-
godha. During the raid, an 
illegal gateway exchange, 
6 BVS devices, 3 laptops, 
and an internet device 
along with other equip-
ment were recovered. One 
person was arrested, said a 
news release issued here.  
The successful raids are 
testament to PTA’s con-
tinuous monitoring, com-
mitment and persistent 
efforts made with the sup-
port of FIA for containing 
grey traffic. – APP

Govt to facilitate 
wheat importers: 

Omar Hamid
The importers had requested 

the government for facilitation in 
berthing, storage and clearances 

on the landing of shipment
ISLAMABAD: Minis-
try of National Food 
Security and Research 
(NFS&R) will extend 
all possible facilitation 
and support for wheat 
importers in order to 
stabilise demand and 
supply of the commodity 
as well as price in local 
markets. This was said 
by Secretary NFS&R, 
Omar Hamid Khan 
while chairing a meeting 
which was held to review wheat import position, 
said a press release issued on Wednesday.
He said that steps would also be taken to fulfill their 
requirements in order to ensure timely arrival of im-
port consignments carrying wheat, adding that all the 
administrative measures to this effect would also be 
streamlined. He was of the view that legitimate con-
cerns of importers would also be addressed at the ear-
liest. He said that government was providing subsidy 
on wheat import for ensuring wheat supply at afforda-
ble prices to common man in the country.
In view of the current supply issues during the 
harvesting season, the federal government had an-
nounced import of wheat to ensure uninterrupted 
supply of wheat across the country. 
The importers had requested the government for 
facilitation in berthing, storage and clearances on 
the landing of shipment.  The meeting was attended 
by wheat importers, representatives from NFS&R, 
FBR and Finance Division. – APP

RAWALPINDI: Camels at a cattle market ready to be sold to customers for Eid ul Azha. – APP

Buzdar to remain CM: Fawad
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Feder-
al Minister for Science 
and Technology Fawad 
Chaudhry has said that Us-
man Buzdar will keep on 
working as the chief min-
ister as long as he has the 
trust of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.
“If a chief minister has 
backing from the PM they 
will keep on working,” said 

Fawad, while answering a 
question about Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan’s recent 
comments on Usman Buz-
dar in TV program.
The federal minister was 
asked about Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan on Satur-
day expressing satisfaction 
over the performance of 
Chief Minister Punjab Us-
man Buzdar, amid specula-
tion and unverified reports 
of the government thinking 
to replace the chief minis-

ter. The minister also re-
marked that the opposition 
was not an issue for the 
incumbent government but 
it was the expectations that 
people have with the ruling 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
that were an issue.
“Opposition is not an is-
sue, the issue is that the 
people have a lot of expec-
tations from the PTI and 
people hope that PTI will 
bring a sea change in Paki-
stan and that is a challenge 

for us,” said Fawad.
The minister explained 
that the opposition did not 
pose a threat as political 
parties are based on indi-
viduals, adding that if one 
individual is eliminated 
then the party goes into 
confusion. 
He cited the example of 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), saying 
that the party was head-
less since the exit of su-
premo Nawaz Sharif.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister 
for Information and Local 
Government Syed Nasir 
Hussain Shah has said that 
the standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) for Eid-ul-
Azha have been given final 
shape. Nasir expressed 
these views while briefing 
about the steps taken for 
Eid-ul-Azha, said a state-
ment on Wednesday. 
The Sindh Minister said the 
federal government has for-
mulated a policy to promote 
collective sacrifices on Eid-
ul-Azha, which will apply to 
all provinces. 

In Sindh, we have also tak-
en steps to organize mass 
sacrifices at specific places 
under the guidelines given 
by the federal government, 
which will allow for the 
sacrifice of the individual 
at specific places in all dis-
tricts and to arrange sacri-
fices at each UC level. 
All deputy commissioners, 
MCs and municipal repre-
sentatives will take steps 
to prevent the trend of in-
dividual sacrifice under mu-
tual strategy.  According to 
Nasir Shah, the Solid West 
department will take the re-

sponsibility of bringing the 
sacrifices to the landfill site 
and no one will be allowed 
to sacrifice on the road or 
highway. "We have appealed 
to the public to prioritize 
the mass sacrifice organ-
ized by mosques, imams 
and schools in our areas to 
prevent both COVID19 and 
filth," the provincial min-
ister said.  Nasir appealed 
to the public to avoid pub-
lic gatherings and rush in 
the wake of the present 
situation and perform Eid 
prayers and other duties 
with caution. – APP

SOPs for Eid almost 
finalized: Nasir Shah

Nasir appealed to the public to avoid public gatherings 
and rush in the wake of the present situation and 
perform Eid prayers and other duties with caution

DNA

KARACHI: Between April 
and June 2020, Emirates 
SkyCargo has facilitated the 
movement of essential com-
modities and other supplies 
for individual consumers 
and businesses across the 
world by operating more 
than 10,000 cargo flights 
to destinations across six 
continents. The flights were 
a mix of scheduled, ad-hoc 
and charter operations.
In Pakistan, Emirates Sky-
Cargo offers cargo capacity 
on 39 weekly flights includ-
ing passenger services. 
Nabil Sultan, Emirates Di-
visional Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Cargo said: “As a 
customer focused organi-
sation, Emirates SkyCargo 
has innovatively adapted 
our cargo operations and 
offerings over the last few 
months in line with rapidly 

evolving market demand. 
In keeping with our core 
value as a global facilitator 
of trade and economies, we 
have re-grown our network 
to over 100 destinations 
with robust flight frequen-
cies to key production and 
consumer markets.”
During the months of 
May and June, Emirates 
SkyCargo operated on an 
average more than 3,800 
flights per month, with 
the aircraft travelling to 
over 100 destinations and 
covering approximately 37 
million kilometres, which 
is the equivalent distance 
of roughly 50 trips to the 
moon and back.
Starting from just over 35 
destinations at the end of 
March 2020, Emirates Sky-
Cargo has expanded its net-
work to over 100 scheduled 
cargo destinations across 
the world for the month of 
July 2020. 

Emirates SkyCargo 
operated over 10,000 
flights in 3 months

The flights were a mix of scheduled, 
ad-hoc and charter operations

Rs 2.45 bn 
proposed 

for TBTTP
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry 
of Planning Development 
and Special Initiatives has 
recommended finance divi-
sion to release Rs 2.45 bil-
lion in first quarter of cur-
rent fiscal year for phase-I of 
the “Ten Billion Tree Tsuna-
mi Programme (TBTTP)-Up 
Scaling of Green Pakistan 
Programme.”
This recommended amount 
of Rs 2.45 billion is 50 per-
cent of the total allocation 
of Rs 4.9 billion under Pub-
lic Sector Development Pro-
gramme (PSDP) 2020-21, 
a statement issued by the 
ministry said on Wednesday.
The total approved cost of 
this project is Rs. 125.184 
billion with the objective of 
planting trees all over the 
country, through Ministry 
of Climate Change. – APP

DNA

KARACHI: Sindh Chief 
Minister Syed Murad Ali 
Shah, United States Agen-
cy for International Devel-
opment (USAID) Mission 
Director Julie Koenen 
(virtually), and Minister 
for Education and Litera-
cy Saeed Ghani, witnessed 

the agreement signing 
between Government of 
Sindh and Education Man-
agement Organizations 
(EMOs) to manage 71 US-
AID constructed schools 
for next 10 year.
The ceremony held here on 
Wednesday at CM House 
marked the handing over of 
management of the schools 
newly constructed under 

USAID Sindh Basic Edu-
cation Program (SBEP) to 
the EMOs. Officials from 
USAID participated virtual-
ly while the Sindh Govern-
ment and EMO representa-
tives attended the ceremony 
in-person, observing social 
distancing protocols. 
Secretary of Education, 
Ahmed Bakhsh Narejo and 
representatives from the 

two selected EMOs – Char-
ter for Compassion (CFC) 
and Health and Nutrition De-
velopment Society (HANDS) 
– signed the agreements to 
manage these schools for a 
period of 10 years.
HANDS and CFC signed 
four and one agreements, 
respectively. Under these 
agreements, both organ-
izations will manage 71 

government schools, in-
cluding 25 newly USAID 
constructed schools to im-
prove quality of education 
in four districts of Sindh, 
Dadu, Qamber-Shahdadkot, 
Karachi, and Larkana.
Sindh Chief Minister Syed 
Murad Ali Shah expressed 
appreciation for USAID-SB-
EP and the U.S. govern-
ment's strong support in 

modernizing education in 
the province. 
He added that the Sindh 
government was the pi-
oneer in launching Pub-
lic-Private Partnership 
reforms by outsourcing 
the operations and man-
agement of public-sector 
schools for a period of ten 
years to reputed EMOs un-
der these agreements.

Sindh govt entrusts 71 
schools to private sector   

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah expressed appreciation for USAID-SBEP  
and the US government’s strong support in modernizing education in the province
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Excise 

collects over 
Rs 10 mln 

vehicle tax 
ISLAMABAD: The Excise 
and Taxation department 
has collected over Rs10 
million vehicle token tax, 
through ‘City Islamabad 
app’ during the ongoing 
COVID-19 (coronavirus).
The app was developed 
by National Information 
Technology Board (NITB) 
to provide online services 
of city administration de-
partments to the federal 
capital dwellers.
“It is a massive tax collec-
tion in the pandemic”, said 
Director Excise Bilal Azam 
while talking to APP on 
Wednesday. 
He said vehicle owner can 
pay their token fee at any 
National Database and 
Registration Authority’s 
(Nadra) e-sahulat centres 
after registering them-
selves on ‘City Islamabad 
app’ to avoid long queues 
amid COVID-19. 
To a query, he said there 
would be no gathering 
as there were multiple 
e-sahulat centres working 
across the country. – APP

DC carries out 
anti dengue 
inspection 

RAWALPINDI: Deputy 
Commissioner Capt (retd) 
Anwar Ul Haq Wednesday 
visited various localities 
of the city and reviewed 
arrangements made for 
dengue larvae eradication.
During his visit, the DC 
carried out the inspection 
of junkyards, godowns and 
shops in Dhoke Kala Khan 
area and asked the resi-
dents to keep the places 
neat and clean as commer-
cial areas were the suita-
ble places for the growth 
of larvae breeding.
Anwar said that as the dis-
trict administration was 
doing its utmost efforts 
to eliminate dengue,there 
is need to  cooperate with 
the administration.
The DC said that all con-
cerned departments are 
on alert during expected 
heavy rains forecast by the 
Met office in the coming 
days. – APP

Trend of 
handicrafts 

among women 
on rise

ISLAMABAD: The trend 
of handicrafts has been 
increasing among  women 
mainly due to non availa-
bility of jobs in Covid 19 
,said Human Rights activ-
ist Fareeda Malik here on 
Wednesday. Talking to APP, 
she said that  that although 
handicraft work lies with 
great hard work and time 
consuming but the  wag-
es could not meet to their 
skills. The handicrafts abil-
ities and skills of women 
have improved with the pas-
sage of time, which make 
them self-reliant and useful 
citizens of the society.
She added that women 
who do not have formal ed-
ucation, they should focus 
on developing their skills 
in different fields especial-
ly in handicrafts sector to 
support their families.
She said that  the cost of 
inputs, difficult access to 
credit and poor marketing 
network, made their la-
bour very low.  – APP

FDE honors 
ICG topper 

student 
ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Directorate of Education 
(FDE) on Wednesday hon-
oured Khunsha Nisha who 
topped federal board Sec-
ondary School Certificate 
(SSC) Part-II examination 
2020. The official sources 
told APP that Khunsha 
Nisa was recieved by Di-
rector General FDE Syed 
Umair Ahmad, Principal 
ICG and senior officers. 
FDE is extremely happy 
to announce it is a proud 
moment for the student, 
parents, and teachers, 
they added. It is to men-
tion here that Khunsha 
Nisha a student of Islama-
bad College for Girls (ICG) 
F-6 has secured first posi-
tion in Science Group and 
Overall with 1097 out of 
total 1100 marks. – APP

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi being briefed about the NFC Institute of Engineering and Technology, Multan at Aiwan-e-Sadr. – DNA

Razzak Dawod inaugurates RCCI 
International Trade Forum

Saboor Malik in his welcome remarks said that this forum is the continuity 
of the Africa Trade Forum organized by RCCI last year

ABiD RAzA

RAWALPINDI: Prime Min-
ister Advisor on Trade and 
Commerce, Razzaq Dawood 
has said that the Govern-
ment is keen to pursue 
Look Africa Policy aiming 
to explore new markets and 
product diversification.
 Addressing the Virtual In-
ternational Trade Forum 
organized by the Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (RCCI), he said 
that the government was 
giving many incentives to 

Pakistani exporters.
Regulatory duties, customs 
duties and tariffs on many 
products have been reduced 
to boost trade with African 
countries. Now Pakistan 
has started exporting mi-
crowave Ovens and refriger-
ators to African countries. 
The Corona epidemic has 
caused many problems, but 
compared to other coun-
tries, Pakistan’s exports 
have declined by only six 
percent, while in other coun-
tries it is in double digits.
Ali Javed, Additional Sec-
retary, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, said that Pakistan’s 
ranking has improved in the 
business facilitation rank-
ings, Ease of Doing Busi-
ness (EODB). The role of 
the Rawalpindi Chamber in 
organizing the trade forum 
in a short span of time is 
commendable. 
He emphasized on improv-
ing the image of Pakistan, 
liaising with industry ac-
ademia, promoting new 
sectors and products. The 
fastest growing economies 
in the world include five Af-
rican countries, he added.
Saboor Malik in his wel-

come remarks said that this 
forum is the continuity of 
the Africa Trade Forum or-
ganized by RCCI last year.
The virtual forum was at-
tended by commercial and 
trade consular from Paki-
stan and abroad, officials of 
the Ministry of Commerce 
and CEOs of the companies
The purpose of the trade 
forum was to make the 
business community aware 
of trade and export oppor-
tunities in African markets, 
he added. He suggested 
that there is a need to em-
phasize on country specific 

policy and guidelines should 
be prepared for African des-
tinations as every country 
has its priorities for exports 
& imports. 
A product/commodity spe-
cific approach along with 
competitiveness challenges 
be introduced. Air-links, 
banking channels and Tariff 
lines should be improved, 
he added.
Group Leader Sohail Altaf 
said that the Auto-Mobile 
sector should be prior-
itized; it is the only sector 
that can help in revenue 
collection and creating job 

employment.
Chairman Regional Trade 
Committee Khurshid Ber-
las, added that in the cur-
rent difficult situation amid 
Covid-19, there is an impor-
tant opportunity for us to 
re-examine our market and 
products. 
Through virtual platforms, 
RCCI will be organizing 
more events on these lines 
and our ultimate goal is to 
promote a positive image 
of the country and explore 
new markets and strength-
en trade ties among the 
countries. 

Bike-lifters 
gang busted: 
four arrested
RAWALPINDI: In a crack-
down against criminal ele-
ments, Waris Khan police 
have busted a bike-lifters gang 
and arrested its four mem-
bers. Police also recovered 
two stolen motorcycles and 
and spare parts of five motor-
cycles from their possession.
According to a police 
spokesman, Waris Khan po-
lice in a raid, arrested Saqib 
Mehmood alias Saqi, Atif 
Mehmood, Usman Ali and 
Ali Shoukat alias Ali Shah, 
four bike lifters and recov-
ered two stolen motorcycles 
and motorcycles spare parts 
from their possession. 
He informed that the Police 
team constituted under the 
supervision of SHO Waris 
Khan on the directives of 
SP Rawal conducted a raid 
and managed to net the bike 
lifters. As per preliminary 
police record, the criminals 
were also involved in other 
crimes, he added. 
He stated that other members 
and facilitators of the bike 
lifters would also be arrested 
following preliminary inves-
tigations with the detainee 
culprits.  City Police Officer 
(CPO) Rawalpindi Muham-
mad Ahsan Younas lauded 
endeavours of SP Rawal and 
Waris Khan police for netting 
the bike lifters. – APP

IHC stays new 
recruitment 

in PTDC
ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on 
Wednesday issued a stay or-
der against new  recruitment 
process in Pakistan Tourism 
Development Corporation 
(PTDC) on identical peti-
tions pertaining to termina-
tions of employees and ap-
pointment of Syed Zulfiqar 
Bokhari as its acting chair-
man. The bench directed the 
federation to submit its reply 
till August 10. The petition-
er’s lawyer prayed the court 
to declare the termination 
notifications dated July 1 and 
7 as null and void. – APP

‘Area Control 
Centre’ 

inaugurated 
at IIAP 

ISLAMABAD: Secretary 
Aviation Division Hassan 
Nasir Jamy  on Wednesday  
inaugurated the newly con-
structed Area Control Cen-
tre (ACC)  at Islamabad In-
ternational Airport (IIAP).
The ACC has been estab-
lished as part of the five 
year Air Navigation Plan 
(ANP 2019-2024), which 
was approved in 2019, an 
Aviation Division press re-
lease said. “This initiative 
will not only allow CAA to 
meet ICAO [International 
Civil Aviation Organization] 
obligations but also develop 
a world class ANS [Air Nav-
igation Services] infrastruc-
ture sufficient to fulfill pres-
ent and future operational 
requirements.”
Two Area Control Centers 
are already operational at 
Karachi and Lahore Airport.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of safe and efficient 
flight operations, the 
secretary said the imple-
mentation of ANP would 
modernize the ANS infra-
structure and bring it at 
par with the world. 
He noted that moderniza-
tion of all technical equip-
ment would send a positive 
message to the entire world 
regarding Pakistan’s un-
flinching commitment to-
wards safe air travel. – APP
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16 held during crackdown against 
criminals and drug pushers 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Police have 
arrested 16 persons during the last 24 
hours in its crackdown against drug 
pusher and criminal elements and re-
covered stolen motorbike, narcotics, 
wine and weapons from their posses-
sion a police spokesman.
Following directions of Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Muhammad Aamir 
Zulfqar Khan, Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (Operations) Waqar Ud 
Din Syed issued directions to all zonal 
officers for renewed efforts against 
those involved in anti-social activities. 

Owing these efforts, Margalla police 
arrested accused Aamir and recovered 
10 liter alcohol from him.
Tarnol police arrested a drug peddler 
namely Ikram-Ullah and recovered 
1200 gram hashish from him.  Indus-
trial-Area police arrested accused 
Faisal and recovered 2005 gram hash-
ish from him. ACLC police arrested 
Ameer Hamza and recovered stolen 
motorbike from him.
Khanna police arrested accused Mu-
hammad Saddique and recovered one 
30 bore pistol from him.
Koral police arrested 03 accused Ars-
lan, Muhamamd Bilal and Taswer Iqbal 
and recovered three 30 bore pistol 

from their possession. CTD police 
recovered one 30 bore pistol from the 
possession of arrested accused Sajjad.
Cases have been registered against 
the nabbed persons and further in-
vestigation is underway from him. 
During special checking in the 
whole city, police nabbed seven pro-
claimed offenders 
DIG (Operations) Islamabad Waqar 
Uddin Syed has said that these so-
cial evils would be curbed and those 
backing those drug peddlers and pro-
fessional beggars would be dealt with 
iron hand. He further emphasized 
that this campaign would continue till 
elimination of anti-social elements.

ISLAMABAD: Honorable Justice Supreme Court of Pakistan, Qazi Muhammad Amin is offering condolence over 
the death of activist of Pakistan Movement Haji Ghulam Nabi Bakhtawari with his son Zafar Bakhtawari 

and grandsons Ahsan Bakhtawari and Waqar Bakhtawari. – DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Parliamentary Af-
fairs Ali Muhammad Khan 
on Wednesday apprised 
the Senate that master 
plan of Islamabad was be-
ing revised adding that the 
government would materi-
alized it soon. Responding 
to various supplementary 
questions during Question 
Hour, the minister said the 
existing plan was made dur-
ing Ayub Khan’s regime and 
after that no change was 
made in it. “Efforts were 
made to revise the plan in 
1986 but it could not be ma-
terialized,” he said.
Ali Muhammad Khan said it 
was plan to go for high rise 
building in the capital in or-
der to enhance green belts.
He said the CDA offered 
various plots of different 
categories for auction and 
attracted billion of rupees 
investment. These auctions 
were conducted in accord-
ance with Islamabad land 
Disposal Regulation (ILDR) 
2005, he added.
He said in 2019, two auc-
tions were conducted 
wherein plots of various cat-

egories were offered. The 
authority had revised its 
Building By-laws, he added.
He said recently, an auction 
was planned in April 2020 
with revised Building By-
laws and Tax Laws but that 
was delayed due to spread 
of COVID-19 Pandemic and 
now the same would be held 
shortly. To attract foreign 
investment, the minister 
said various changes were 
made in Buildings By-laws, 
Tax rates and mode of pay-
ment in order to make it 
more investor friendly and 
financially viable.
Moreover, letters were also 
being sent to Pakistani Mis-
sions abroad to invite po-
tential expatriate Pakistan 
investors and other foreign 
investors to the auction, he 
added. To another question, 
the minister said seven 
private housing societies 
have encroached upon the 
Government land in Lohi 
bhair which were included  
Korang Town (4.32 Acres), 
AECHS (42.07 Acres), Palm 
City (8.29 Acres), FECHS 
(13.29 Acres), Doctor’s Col-
ony (28.77 acres), Bahria 
Town (10.45 Acres) and 
National Police Foundation 
(111.38 acres).

Islamabad master 
plan being revised: 

Senate told

NCPC  to 
assist  275 
children

ISLAMABAD: National Child 
Protection Center (NCPC) 
has facilitated  to  education, 
reunification  275 and main-
streaming children  during 
2-year( 2019 -2020). Accord-
ing to an official data released 
by NCPC on Wednesday,  in 
2 years 275 children were as-
sisted in which 185 children 
had been provided non-for-
mal education facilitates . 
According to data in 2019, 
around 67 children had been 
reunified, 185  children in 
2019 and 23 child were facili-
tated mainstreaming in 2020.

Banned outfits not allowed 
to collect animals’ hides 

RAWALPINDI: Banned 
organizations will not be 
allowed to collect hides of 
sacrificial animals on Eid-
ul-Azha and individuals or 
organizations with permis-
sion from the Deputy Com-
missioner will be allowed to 
collect hides.
According to details, Punjab 
Home Department has di-
rected the law enforcement 
agencies to remain alert 
so that the banned organ-
izations might not collect 
hides of sacrificial animal on 

Eid-ul-Azha. The authorities 
concerned have been direct-
ed to thoroughly check the 
violators. The total number 
of organizations in Punjab is 
82 which were banned or put 
under surveillance. 
The faithful will sacrifice 
animals on Eid-ul-Azha and 
in a spirit of charity, donate 
the hides of the sacrificial 
animals to various organiza-
tions collecting the hides. 
Various religious seminaries 
and charity organizations try 
to collect maximum hides 

because it is a lucrative mul-
ti-million-rupee business. 
The hides are sold to tanner-
ies which willingly take the 
raw hides, process them into 
fine leather and sell them on 
to factories producing leather 
goods, shoes, bags, coats and 
other garments, which have a 
great demand in the fashion 
industry, domestic and inter-
national markets. 
Additionally, hide collection 
is a money-spinning busi-
ness worth billions of rupees 
through exports. – APP

CTP camera squad to 
check over speeding

CTP Education Squad was 
also making efforts to create 
awareness among road users 

about the road safety laws
RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Officer (CTO) Rawalpindi 
Syed Ali Akbar on the directives of City Police Officer 
(CPO) Rawalpindi Ahmed Younas has formed a special 
camera squad to check over speeding on roads of the 
district. The squad under the supervision of in-charge 
Inspector Sarfraz checked over speeding at old Airport 
Road, New Airport Road, Taxila, Kalar Syedan and differ-
ent roads of Meharabad sector and issued challan slips 
to 434 violators besides imposing Rs190,550 fine during 
the current month of July. 
According to CTO, CTP on the directives of CPO were 
making all out efforts to control over speeding and vi-
olation of traffic rules aimed at minimizing road traffic 
accidents. He said, in-charge Camera Squad had been 
directed to take strict action in accordance with the law 
against over speeding and wrong overtaking.
CTP Education Squad was also making efforts to create 
awareness among road users about the road safety laws.
He advised the road users to obey traffic rules and coop-
erate with Traffic Wardens in order to reach their desti-
nations safe and sound. – APP
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AIOU sends 
admission 

form to 
students

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal 
Open University has dis-
patched admission forms 
to its continuing students 
of programs offered in the 
1st phase of Autumn 2020 
Semester. The forms has 
been sent for the programs 
including Matriculation 
(General), Matriculation 
(Dares e Nizami), FA (Gen-
eral), I. Com and FA (Dares 
e Nizami), a press release 
said on Wednesday.
The students are also in-
structed to complete admis-
sion form available online 
on the university website in 
case they do not receive the 
dispatched form and deposit 
admission fee inany branch 
of ABL, MCB, UBL or FWB 
before July 31, 2020.
Furthermore, instructions 
are also issued regarding 
obtaining and submitting 
admission forms for the 
candidates applying for the 
admission for the first time 
in the university. 
Admission forms and pro-
spectus for these programs 
can be obtained from AIOU 
Main Campus, regional cam-
puses as well as from the sale 
points established through-
out the country. Admission 
forms and prospectus are 
also available online on the 
university website (https://
online.aiou.edu.pk). – APP

Ban on sale 
of animals in 

city areas
RAWALPINDI: Owing to 
the coronavirus outbreak, 
the Rawalpindi district ad-
ministration has banned the 
sale of sacrificial animals 
in city areas and finalized 
arrangements to bar the 
animal traders from setting 
up makeshift cattle markets 
at different spots of the city 
ahead of Eidul Azha.  
The administration has also 
made arrangements to im-
pose fines and take action 
against those try to sale 
their animals by roaming in 
different city areas.
The administration has set 
up 10 temporary markets in 
the district under strict SOPs 
including Adiala Road, Chakri 
Roard near Al-Haram City, 
Bhatta Chowk near Koh-e-
Noor Mills, Manghal Chowk 
near Kala Syedan bypass, Fa-
mous Marquee Gujar Khan 
Mandi, Tanki Road near 
Chan Shah Jalyar Kahota, 
Chora Bazar Kotli Sattian, 
Animal Mandi near Timber 
Market Taxila, Mandi near 
General Hospital Wah Cantt 
and Dhobi Ghat Murree to 
facilitate the citizens.
Deputy Commissioner 
Rawalpindi Capt. ® Anwar 
ul Haq also visited the tem-
porary animal markets here 
the other day and inspect-
ed arrangements including 
parking facility, availability 
of clean drinking water, 
cleanliness and lighting ar-
rangements, made to facili-
tate the citizens. – APP

3225 sanitary 
workers 
to collect 
entrails

RAWALPINDI: In order to 
ensure cleanliness, Albayrak 
& Rawalpindi Waste Manage-
ment Company has finalized 
a comprehensive contingency 
plan for collection and dispos-
al of entrails and offal of the 
sacrificed animals on the eve 
of Eid-Ul-Adha falling on Sat-
urday, August 1st, 2020.
According to a spokesman, 
3225 workers including clean-
ers and supervisory staff of 
Department of Sanitation and 
other relevant departments 
would be deputed to carry 
out effective operation for 
collection and proper dispos-
al of entrails, offal and waste 
of sacrificial animals. The 
spokesman said 37 transfer 
stations at various locations 
in Rawalpindi & Murree cit-
ies would be setup where of-
fals, entrails and other wastes 
of sacrificial animals would be 
dumped temporarily and lat-
er on taken to the permanent 
dumping site. 
“Special teams will use 
more than 352 vehicles in-
cluding 144 mini dumpers, 
30 pickups, 12 loaders, 48 
compactors, 5 loading bikes, 
42 rental dumpers and addi-
tional 200 wooden carts for 
efficient & effective waste 
management on the occa-
sion of Eid-Ul-Adha”, he add-
ed. The residents of Rawal-
pindi could address their 
complaints for collection and 
disposal of wastes of sacri-
ficial animals at Company’s 
specified numbers 0320-
0506661, 0320-0506662 and 
0320-0506663. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Maj Gen Irfan DG Law GHQ visiting ANF headquarters. DG ANF Maj Gen Arif gave him briefing. – DNA

Torture and Custodial Bill 
discussed in committee meeting

The Committee also deliberated over incidents of sexual harassment at 
Lahore Grammar School (LGS) 1A1 Branch and actions taken thereof 

and the abduction of renowned journalist Matiullah Jan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Senate 
Functional Committee on 
Human Rights in its meet-
ing held on Wednesday 
at Parliament House dis-
cussed in detail the Torture 
and Custodial Death (Pre-
vention and Punishment 
Bill, 2020, introduced in 
the House by Senator Sher-
ry Rehman. 
The Committee also delib-
erated over incidents of sex-
ual harassment at Lahore 
Grammar School (LGS) 

1A1 Branch and actions tak-
en thereof and the abduc-
tion of renowned journalist 
Matiullah Jan. 
Chaired by Senator Mustafa 
Nawaz Khokar, the meeting 
was attended by Senator 
Sherry Rehman, Sena-
tor Keshoo Bai, Senator 
Muhammad Usman Khan 
Kakar, Senator Khalid Sha-
heen Butt and senior of-
ficers from the Ministry of 
Human Rights, Ministry of 
Interior, Punjab Police, Is-
lamabad Police, along with 
all concerned.  Members of 
Staff of LGS also attended 

the meeting.  
Minister of Human Rights 
Dr. Shireen Mazari was 
also present. The meeting 
commenced with a briefing 
of the Principal LGS and 
Secretary Education Pun-
jab.  Punjab police too, pre-
sented its opinion regarding 
the case.  The Committee 
showed displeasure regard-
ing the absence of Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA) 
in the school and that no at-
tempt to promote anti-Har-
assment Laws on the cam-
pus was made.  
It was asserted that the 

LGS must ensure that the 
anti-Harassment Law must 
be displayed on wall of the 
school and its 75 campuses 
so that everyone is aware 
of what it states and that 
students feel protected.  
Chairman Committee, Sen-
ator Mustafa Nawaz Khokar 
asserted that functions of 
the PTA must be added to 
this law.  
He stressed the need for 
an on-campus office to deal 
with issues of harassment 
and bullying as well.  He di-
rected that the School must 
submit a compliance report 

within two weeks and the 
Director must be present in 
the next meeting. 
While taking up the issue 
of the disappearance of re-
nowned journalist Mr. Ma-
tiullah Jan the Committee 
severely condemned the 
escapade.  
The Committee asserted 
that responsibility for this 
grave act must be fixed and 
the Government of Pakistan 
must ensure this.  
IG Police, Islamabad was 
directed to investigate the 
matter thoroughly and a 
report alongwith copy of 

challan is to be submitted to 
the Committee within two 
weeks. 
The Committee took 
strict notice of absence of 
Secretary Interior, since 
the Committee was to be 
briefed by him on issuance 
of notification pursuant to 
Cabinet’s decision declar-
ing domestic child labour as 
hazardous employment.  
Chairman Committee, 
Senator Mustafa Nawaz 
Khokar assured the Com-
mittee that a Privileged 
Motion will be moved 
against Secretary Interior. 

Rwp police 
register 

case over 
viral video

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Police 
registered a case against 
a man and his wife on 
Wednesday for thrashing 
his mother severely after a 
video of the incident went 
viral on social media. 
Police filed a case against 
the suspect, Arsalan and 
his wife, for beating the for-
mer’s mother severely. The 
woman said that her son 
and daughter-in-law fought 
with her every day and that 
they had both thrashed her. 
Police confirmed that Ar-
salan had fled with his wife 
after subjecting his mother 
to the beating. However, po-
lice said the suspect would 
be arrested and brought to 
book. A video which went vi-
ral on social media Tuesday 
night showed a man beating 
his mother while his wife 
stood in the background, en-
couraging him. 
The woman can be seen 
pleading with her son re-
peatedly to stop but he con-
tinues to thrash her. 
The video generated hue 
and cry on Twitter with 
many calling for the man to 
be arrested for subjecting 
his mother to torture.

JS bank 
recognized 

for remittance 
growth

DNA
KARACHI: Committed to 
national prosperity, JS Bank 
has been recognized by 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) for its leading role in 
driving home remittance.
One of the largest foreign 
exchange contributors to the 
national exchequer, Home 
Remittance is a high priori-
ty area for the SBP and the 
banking sector with inflows 
jumping by 51 per cent 
month-on-month to $2.4bn 
in June as per SBP data. 
During the year, JS Bank 
recorded more than 1 mil-
lion transactions with total 
remittance value standing 
at $738 Mn vs. $685 Mn 
last year. With a strong 
presence in all prominent 
corridors including UAE, 
UK, GCC and USA, JS 
Bank was able to leverage 
its deep-rooted agent net-
work for maximum growth. 
The Bank also invested in 
a marketing campaign with 
focus on digital channels for 
sending and receiving remit-
tances via legal channels in 
line with SBP guidelines. 
Supportive government pol-
icies and increase in incen-
tives supported the drive.  
‘Our goal is to support eco-
nomic growth and prosper-
ity by providing services 
that meet the needs of the 
people. We are indebted 
to the State Bank for their 
support and guidance.” 
said Basir Shamsie, Presi-
dent & CEO JS Bank.

Lok Virsa 
to establish 
museums in 
major cities

ISLAMABAD: Executive 
Director National Institute 
of Folk and Traditional Her-
itage (Lok Virsa) Talha Ali 
Khan on Wednesday said 
that Lok virsa was planning 
to establish heritage Mu-
seum in every major city 
of the country to preserve 
local and regional history of 
cultural heritage.                 
In an exclusive interview 
with APP, he said muse-
ums preserve research and 
exhibit the tangible and in-
tangible evidence of society. 
Moreover, it also provides 
its visitors to foster deeper 
understanding and sharing 
of authentic cultural and 
natural heritage alongwith 
enjoyment. 
“Museums are the custo-
dian of history as much as 
they offer connections to 
history so Lok Virsa would 
soon start working on this 
project.”
He said that he was making 
all out efforts to modernise 
all ranks and cohorts of Lok 
Virsa by bringing develop-
ments in its system. 
He informed that the first 
step taken was to merge 
Monument Library and Lok 
Virsa library into one enor-
mous hall at Lok Virsa and 
would be opened for public 
to educate them of the great 
cultural history and herit-
age of Pakistan rather than 
providing access only to 
scholars. 
He explained that they have 
started two separate entry 
and exit points with strict 
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) and safety 
precautions. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad Ahmed 
Waheed, President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI) has said that negative 
propaganda against pharmaceuti-
cal industry of the country would 
damage it and stressed that such 
tactics should be avoided to save 
this important industry from any 
adverse effects.
He expressed these views in a 
meeting with Nasir Qureshi, Pres-
ident, Islamabad Pharmaceutical 
Industry. Muhammad Ahmed Wa-
heed said that as per drug pricing 
policy of the government, annu-

al increase in drugs prices was 
linked with the consumer price 
index and inflation rate. 
He said that pharma industry 
ensured regular supply of medi-
cines during the crisis of Covid-19 
pandemic due to which there was 
no shortage of medicines in the 
market. However, negative propa-
ganda against this industry would 
entail harmful consequences for it 
and emphasized that such propa-
ganda should be avoided. 
Speaking at the occasion, Nasir 
Qureshi, President, Islamabad 
Pharmaceutical Industry said 
that the pharma industry was 
providing quality life-saving medi-
cines to the people. 

He said that the pharma industry 
has rendered useful services dur-
ing the Covid-19 crisis as neither 
the prices of medicines were in-
creased nor the shortage of med-

icines was allowed. 
He said that under the government 
formula, the prices of medicines 
are revised keeping in view the 
CPI index and which are likely to 
be increased in September.  He 
said that 98% of raw material has 
to be imported from abroad to man-
ufacture medicines on which inter-
national prices are applicable.
However, he said that no material 
for the manufacture of medicines 
could be imported from abroad 
during the last five months, but 
the industry did not allow short-
age of medicines in the market. 
He said that according to the 
drug pricing policy, the prices of 
essential medicines are allowed 

to increase by 7% every year and 
the prices of non-essential medi-
cines by 10%. 
However, after the 18th amend-
ment, it has now become a provin-
cial matter. 
He said that our country is cur-
rently going through an emer-
gency situation, so in these cir-
cumstances, negative propaganda 
against the pharma industry will 
be hurtful for this industry, which 
will also affect our economy. 
Therefore, he stressed that in or-
der to save this important indus-
try of the country from damaging 
impact, it was necessary to avoid 
unnecessary negative propagan-
da against it.

Negative propaganda against the pharma 
industry to damage it: President ICCI

Muhammad Ahmed Waheed said that as per drug pricing policy of the government, annual 
increase in drugs prices was linked with the consumer price index and inflation rate

FBISE to 
conduct 
special 
exams 

for SSC-II 
students 

The last date 
for receipt of 
forms in the 

Board’s office 
is 10 Aug 2020
ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Board of Intermediate 
and Secondary Education 
(FBISE) has announced 
to conduct a Special 
Examination for those 
students who are not sat-
isfied with the Secondary 
School Certificate (SSC) 
Part-II results 2020.
According to a notifica-
tion, FBISE informed 
all the concerned that 
Special Examination 
shall commence with 
effect from Wednesday, 
23rd September 2020. 
The last date for receipt 
of forms in the Board’s 
office is 10 August 2020.
It was stated that all those 
regular and Ex/private 
candidates who are not 
satisfied by their SSC-II 
results are eligible to ap-
ply in the Special Annual 
Examination 2020. How-
ever, no fresh candidate 
is allowed to participate 
in Special Examination, 
the notification added.

RAWALPINDI: A vendor displaying and arranging decorative stuff for sacrificial animals to attract 
the customers at Misrial Road. – APP

‘Pak must establish cybercity for industrial revolution’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: “We need electrici-
ty and the internet to reshape our 
country. Pakistan must establish a 
cybercity to generate, use, dissem-
inate and share knowledge of net-
working, internet, internet of things 
and the fourth industrial revolution.
This was stated by Dr. Kashif Nis-
ar of University Malaysia Sabah 
while addressing an online sem-

inar jointly organized by COMS-
TECH and International Center 
for Chemical and Biological 
Sciences, University of Karachi.
In his lecture, Dr. Nisar talked 
about the fourth industrial revolu-
tion and IoT, smart home technolo-
gies, IoT and banking, IR 4.0 in agri-
culture and tourism, future internet 
and information-centric networking 
(ICN). He informed the participants 
that the 4th industrial revolution 
was coming with the application of 

internet of things to industry com-
bined with other technologies like 
big data, machine learning and 3D 
printing, mentioning that the indus-
trial revolution leading the intelli-
gent information society and the 
digital transformation.
Wearable devices, building, and 
home automation, smart cities, 
smart manufacturing, smart health 
care and smart automation are the 
topics of research and application 
of tomorrow, he mentioned by quot-

ing examples of the application of 
such technologies from advanced 
countries. He gave a snapshot of 
the future world by mentioning 
that 10 percent of people will be 
wearing clothes and reading glasses 
connected to the internet, 1 trillion 
sensors will be connected to the 
internet, 1st robotic pharmacist in 
the US, 1st 3D printed car produc-
tion, 10 per cent driverless cars on 
US roads and 90 percent population 
will be with smart phones by 2025.

“We need electricity and the internet to reshape our country. Pakistan must establish a cybercity to generate, use, 
disseminate and share knowledge of networking, internet, internet of things and the fourth industrial revolution
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Accountability 
in the dock

More violence

G IVING a detailed verdict in the case of land acquisition by 
MNA Khawaja Saad Rafiq and his brother, a two-member 
Supreme Court bench has delivered a damning verdict on 

NAB and the manner in which it proceeds. The judgment states 
that while NAB may attempt to show its neutrality, the reality is 
that it is victimizing political opponents, while letting persons who 
are supporters of the government off the hook. 
The SC notes that tragically this has been the case with all account-
ability bodies set up in the country and that in the 72 years since 
the country’s inception the justice that people deserve has not been 
received by them because of political motivations and the use of NAB 
to serve these. More significantly, we are reminded of the first tenet 
of justice – that a person is considered innocent until found guilty. 
Needless to say, arrest and detention should only be a last resort and 
not a common practice. The bench has also observed that detention 
is being used by NAB to malign the reputation of persons it targets 
and also their families. 
There is no need to list the number of people who have had the igno-
miny of being paraded as criminals by NAB, their families hounded 
and they themselves having had to suffer severe humiliation. 
There have been many who have had to endure this. We say once 
again: there must always be a rather thick line between accounta-
bility and political victimization. And, as per the SC’s observations, 
the role of the judicial system is to ensure that courts also exhibit a 
uniform stance while meting out justice.  
This has been a long and rather painful saga – that of NAB doing 
everything other than what it’s technically supposed to. For most le-
gal experts and political observers, there is little doubt left that NAB 
has become a weapon simply to be used against those that are to be 
penalised (the reasons for that vary and are also tragic). There are 
multiple cases that reveal this reality.
 These include cases not only against politicians but also media house 
owners, business tycoons and others. The observations made by the 
SC are extremely significant in our current setup. 
There has never been any doubt that we need more accountability. 
But the manner in which NAB is going about this task has simply 
turned the whole matter into a kind of farce which is visible even to 
persons who have no legal expertise.

T HE bomb attack which took place onTuesday morning in the 
main bazaar in the town of Turbat close to the border with 
Iran could easily have claimed more lives. It is fortunate that 

the death toll remained restricted to one person, with at least 7 
others injured. The IED device had been attached to a bicycle and 
left in the market. 
The incident comes as a part of the repeated violence which is creat-
ing greater uncertainty and unrest in Balochistan. It has also in some 
cases spilled out of the province as happened a few weeks ago with 
the attack on the Pakistan Stock Exchange in Karachi. 
This year alone at least nine members of the Pakistan armed forces, 
including one junior commissioned officer have been killed in various 
attacks in Balochistan. Balochistan Chief Minister Jam Kamal after 
the most recent blast has said that elements with vested interests 
are attempting to damage Balochistan and Pakistan. This indeed is 
without doubt true.
What is important however is that our leaderships attempt to under-
stand precisely what is happening in Balochistan, a territory from 
which the media is hardly able to report, so that we can move towards 
solving its issues. External elements may indeed be involved in the 
violence and in supporting the terrorists. 
However, as is almost always the case these militants gain their 
strength from happenings within Balochistan, and chiefly the percep-
tion within local people that they have been subjected to injustice 
through the theft of resources and a failure to develop Pakistan’s 
largest province when measured by territory. Balcochistan’s location 
on the border of Iran and Afghanistan also makes it strategically im-
portant to many geopolitical interests active in the region.
For the sake of our country and the unity of the federation, it is im-
portant to calm the damage being done in Balochistan. And for this it 
is necessary that a political solution be evolved. 
This must engage all the stakeholders in the province including its 
multiple political parties which could have some influence in calming 
the violence and also reaching out to the Baloch people, who need 
assurance that they are considered an important part of Pakistan. 
It is especially vital that we are able to establish a good security en-
vironment in Balochistan given that the CPEC project runs through 
many parts of the province before reaching the Gwadar Port. We can 
complete this project only if we can build peace in Balochistan and 
end the violence that exists within it.

A MID unprecedented Catastrophes of 
pandemic Covid-19, The Beijing’sre-
sounding triumph through notion of 

soft power projectionstrategy took another 
stride as it vowed the game changinginitia-
tive“Sino-Iran  25-year, $400 billion Compre-
hensive Plan of Cooperation.
”The  plausible significant deal will comprised 
of investments in different sectors- infrastruc-
ture, manufacturing and upgrading energy and 
transport facilities, to refurbishing ports, refin-
eries and other installations, and will commit 
Iranian oil and gas supplies to China at cheap-
er rates during this tenure. [very] agreement 
already substituted India with China in Chaba-
har port developmental project. Evidently, 
few weeks ago, Iranian Transport and Urban 
Development Minister Mohammad Eslami in-
augurated the rail track-laying process for the 
628 km Chabahar-Zahedan line, which will be 
extended to Zaranacross the border in Afghan-
istan. One of the notable development is Irani-
an infringement of Indian sponsored trilateral 
deal due delays of sponsored funds by Delhi.  
Now Iran Railways will utilize approximately 
$400 million funds from the Iranian National 
Development resources.  
Driven through the positive sum gains , the 
growing Sino-Iran strategic partnershipwould 
revamp the regional geopolitical landscape 
whilst soaring indo-Iran deal vis-a-vis Chaba-
har port development would bring grim con-
sequences for Indian regional posture,simulta-
neouslyit’s multifaceted interests also ensued 
with a colossal blow.
Firstly, the Chinese pavement of protracted 
alliance with Tehran consequenting irreconcil-
able diplomatic failure for Delhi and it’sover-
weening expansionist drive/ sinophobic rants 
of “regional hegemonic actor “ overtly become 
redundant.  Likewise, shadowed by the Wash-
ington it’s containment/ entrenchment poli-
cies towards China, specifically the BRI pro-
jects subverted by this probable agreement.
Secondly, successive failures against China 
at the foreign policyfrontwould bring massive 

domestic backlash to the BJP government and 
exceeding pressure would impact on other in-
terconnected state running  policy affairs, ulti-
mately denting Modi’s political stature andhis 
choices in future course of action.
Thirdly, notwithstanding the claimsof region 
hegemon, given the currentdynamics in the re-
gion, Indian seemingly isolated in the geopolit-
ical calculusdue to deficient strategic alliance 
with Peripheral state. 
Fourthly, Indian deceitful rhetoric against 
CPEC also in disarray, in particular the devel-
opment of Gawdarport through countering-
Chahbar portlostthe essence whereas giving 
Islamabad remarkablesuccess, who have been 
combating efficiently in preserving the key 
emblem of the Sino-Pak bonhomie.
Fifth, pertinent extended cooperationholds 
immense significance in revamping current dy-
namics of competition between majors powers 
and their allies in the Indian Ocean.China may 
shift the influx of power completely in its favor 
through increasingaccessibility tothe transit 
routes, in particular to the strait of Harmou-
zwhich serves chokepointfor Persian gulf, the 
gulf of Oman and Arabian sea respectively. 
The maritimefoothold would also assist China 
to flex it’s muscles further in the Indian Ocean 
and consolidate it’s position  against the US 
in the South China sea.5Keeping it’s alliance 
with the US, Sino-US competition and US-Iran 
historical animosity in account, establishment 
of a troika of ( Pakistan, China and Iran)  with 
likely integrated economic interests raised 
grave apprehensions for Delhi. 
TheChahbarpolicy forfeit mayoutplayit the 
realm of regional multi dimensional  diplomat-
ic affairs.
The significant development also offers an 
opportunity for Pakistan to enhance ties with 
Iran through establishing joint security mech-
anisms to address the security vulnerabilities 
alongside the their shared borders.  The Bei-
jing factor may undermine the trust deficit be-
tween two neighboring  states and opens the 
avenues of cooperation for trade, security and 

other regional affairs. 
From Iranian perspective, the deal would 
serve as remedy for it’s ailing economy, large-
ly stemmed through the imposed sanctions by 
the US. The economic and infrastructural de-
velopment would bring much needed sustaina-
bility through Elevating domestic Scio-econom-
ic structure. Moreover, the alliance will open 
doors for multilateral trade partnerships with 
regional countries of south east Asian region.
Joininghands with Beijingensured its alliance 
exigencies with one of the great powers of the 
world. From isolationism to bandwagon with 
China,  now it’s sphere of influence extended 
in the Middle East and Potential risks of con-
flict  escalation  with the US and it’s allies also 
minimized. To an extent it full draw credible 
deterrence against the US and it’s  regional 
adversaries. 
The deal holds mayhem repercussions for the 
US regional standings and apparent hegem-
onic claims. Notably,  it further lost its influ-
ence in regional geopolitical affairsas It left 
with only option of pragmatism policy rather 
aggression or coercion-which remain thecon-
toursof its pastdiplomacy.  
It is pertinent to highlight that the assertive 
strategy of imposing sanctions against Iran 
also lost its effectiveness andit posed intimi-
dating challenges to limit Tehran regionalp-
ersuasiveness and state interests. However, 
establishment of cordial Ties with the central 
Asian states through soft power may give bit 
breathing space to furbish far-fetched diplo-
matic policy
To be explicit, the bilateral agreement is a 
massive breakthrough  for the China to fur-
ther extend it’s regular regional influence 
and prowess.  The orientation of soft pow-
er projection through means of integrated 
economic approach would assist touplift Sc-
io-economic architecture by  avert the trust 
deficit between the states, ultimately leading 
to mitigate the protracted crisis which contin-
ues to hunt the sovereignty and preservation 
of perpetual peace. 

W E are now six months into the global 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pan-
demic. Despite lockdown measures, 

cases continue to rise drastically in some coun-
tries. The global economic outlook is bleak. The 
death toll continues to mount.
There has been a massive mobilization by coun-
tries around the world to confront the pandemic. 
Huge sums of money and massive scientific and 
logistical efforts have been made to deal with the 
virus. COVID-19 has fundamentally altered the 
way of life for billions of people. In the foreign 
policy community, there has also been a lot of 
speculation and debate about what the pandemic 
means for geopolitics and international affairs. 
The truth of the matter is that it is probably too 
soon to tell.
It is likely that the full economic situation re-
sulting from the virus has not yet materialized. 
Some of the world’s greatest destabilizers, such 
as Russia, are still in the midst of their outbreak 
— so who knows how it will end for them. Even 
the Chinese, who were the first to suffer from 
the virus, are not yet out of the woods.
Even though there are many uncertainties per-
taining to the geopolitical impact of the virus, 
policymakers can make assumptions on which to 
base and develop policy. 
In terms of the long-term impact of COVID-19 
in international affairs, there are three assump-
tions that foreign policy practitioners should 
base their assessments on.
The first is that many of the challenges that ex-
isted before the pandemic will continue to be a 
problem well into the future. Russia will still be a 
revisionist power eager to exert its influence on 
the Eurasian landmass and beyond. China will not 
stop its predatory investment practices in places 
like Africa and Central Asia. In fact, it is likely to 
take advantage of the terrible economic situation 
in these regions to do so. Iran will continue to 

export terrorism across the Middle East.
These pre-existing challenges will be made more 
difficult by the fact that the world will likely face 
economic recession for the foreseeable future. 
The drop in the price of oil will put even more 
pressure on those countries relying on the ex-
port of hydrocarbons to balance their budgets.
The second assumption is that rogue and auto-
cratic regimes will become even more desper-
ate as their struggle against COVID-19 becomes 
harder. Unfortunately, autocratic leaders know 
that one of the fastest, albeit short-term, ways 
to restore legitimacy and faith in the ruling 
elite is to get a desperate population to rally 
round the flag.
Too often, these regimes resort to military ad-
venturism to accomplish this. This is what Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin did in Georgia 
in 2008 and Ukraine in 2014. Iran does this in 
places like Syria or with its aggression in the 
Gulf. So it’s only logical to assume that, as the 
global pandemic makes such regimes more des-
perate, they are likely to become more belliger-
ent in response.
The third assumption is that the international 
community will have to do more with less to con-
front these challenges. Huge amounts of national 
resources have been devoted to confronting the 
virus. Trillions of dollars have been spent on bail-
ing out and propping up economies. Billions of 
dollars have been allocated to fight the virus and 
search for a vaccine. In some cases, militaries 
have been used for domestic responses to the 
crisis. Put simply, the economic fallout from the 
pandemic still has not been fully felt. 
Adding to the problem is that hundreds of mil-
lions of workers are without a job, people are 
having trouble paying their bills, and a global 
recession is looming. Even though many of the 
same geopolitical challenges that were around 
before the pandemic will remain, there will be 

less money and fewer resources to confront 
them.
The wildcard in all of this is China. A month ago, 
one could assume that China would benefit great-
ly in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It was able to stockpile its strategic reserves of 
crude oil at dirt-cheap prices. 
It was coming out of its lockdown and reopen-
ing its economy at a time when many across the 
world were just starting theirs. China was also 
gaining a considerable amount of goodwill by 
sending personal protective equipment (PPE) 
and ventilators to countries struggling to cope 
with the pandemic. And Beijing was running a 
very smooth and sophisticated disinformation 
campaign on the origins and history of COVID-19 
to divert any culpability it might have had over 
the spread of the virus.
But already the cracks are beginning to show. Bei-
jing this month canceled 1,200 flights and closed 
schools due to a sharp increase in cases. A lot 
of the PPE support that was given by China to 
struggling countries has now been proven to be 
faulty and useless. Few are buying Chinese claims 
that the US is responsible for the spread of the 
virus. Places where China had been building res-
ervoirs of goodwill and influence in recent years, 
like in Central and Eastern Europe, have become 
increasingly skeptical of Beijing’s motives.
Perhaps the one thing that is made certain by 
the pandemic is that the era of big power compe-
tition is alive and well — and that this is not going 
to change soon. So, as policymakers develop na-
tional strategies to navigate the post-COVID-19 
world, they should prepare for the worst and not 
even bother hoping for the best.
Whether it is in day-to-day life, the global econ-
omy or geopolitical challenges and threats, the 
world has fundamentally changed in ways we still 
do not fully understand.

– Courtesy Arab News

Assessing Sino-Iran comprehensive plan of cooperation

Prepare for the worst in post-pandemic world

Syed Mushahid Hussain Naqvi

Luke Coffey
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Syria: Assad’s party wins 
expected majority in polls

Syria’s Baath party and its allies have won a majority in parliamentary 
elections that were delayed twice due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

The exiled opposition labeled the vote a “farce”
NewS DeSk

ANKARA: Syria’s ruling Baath party and its 
allies have won a widely expected majority 
in parliamentary elections that were held 
across government-controlled areas of the 
war-torn country, according to the results 
announced on Tuesday.
President Bashar al-Assad’s party and allied 
candidates, who contested the election un-
der the “National Unity” list, won 177 of the 
250 seats in Sunday’s vote. Turnout stood 
at 33%, as compared to 57% in 2016, said 
Samir Zamreeq, head of the country’s elec-
toral commission.
Zamreeq also said that any candidate not 
satisfied with the results “is entitled to sub-

mit his complaint within three days” start-
ing Wednesday. 
More than 7,000 polling stations were set 
up across government-controlled parts 
of the country. Voting also took place in 
former opposition-held areas for the time 
since government forces retook much of 
the territory it lost at the beginning of the 
civil war.
The polls come at a time when Syria faces 
international sanctions and a crumbling 
economy. The value of the Syrian pound has 
plummeted in recent months, with fresh US 
sanctions implemented last month com-
pounding the situation.
Many of the 1,658 candidates ran on a 
pledge to revive the economy and rebuild in-
frastructure destroyed by the nine-year war.

Corona: 
One in five 

infected  
in Delhi

DNA
NEW DELHI: More than 
22% of people in Delhi have 
coronavirus antibodies, a 
study shows After much re-
luctance, the US president 
has encouraged citizens to 
wear face masks The Aus-
tralian state of Victoria has 
recorded its highest-ever 
daily increase in infections 
Brazil has reported anoth-
er 41,008 cases of COV-
ID-19 in the past 24 hours 
Over 14.8 million people 
worldwide have been in-
fected with the coronavirus 
09:47 Indonesia reported 
139 new deaths, marking 
the country’s highest daily 
death toll since the start of 
the pandemic, and bringing 
the total number of fatali-
ties to 4,459. 
The number of infections 
also rose by 1,882, bring-
ing the total to 91,751 in 
Indonesia, which has the 
most confirmed cases 
in East Asia.”It will cer-
tainly take until 2022 or 
2023 before we are back 
to normal levels,” Detlef 
Scheele, the head of the 
country’s Federal Em-
ployment Agency, told dpa 
news agency. 
“But we believe this can 
happen again.”Germany’s 
unemployment rate was 
6.2% in June, or some 2.85 
million people. Nearly 
640,000 of those without 
a job have the COVID-19 
pandemic to blame.
“We are currently expect-
ing a downturn that is pre-
dominantly due to the ef-
fects of the pandemic. The 
labor market was, in fact, 
in good health,” Scheele 
said.Many people in Ger-
many are currently taking 
part in a furlough program 
known as “Kurzarbeit,” or 
“short-time work,” where 
the state covers wages for 
out-of-work employees or 
those on reduced hours 
whose companies are 
struggling amid the eco-
nomic downturn.Scheele 
did not agree with the 
notion that the short-time 
work scheme will simply 
delay a larger wave of lay-
offs or insolvencies.

China 
accuses US 
of ‘political 
provocation’

DNA
BEIJING: The United States 
has ordered China to close 
its Houston consulate, Bei-
jing said Wednesday, in what 
it called a “political provoca-
tion” that will further harm 
diplomatic relations. The 
move comes as tensions soar 
between the world´s two big-
gest economies on a number 
of fronts, including a contro-
versial national security law 
in semi-autonomous Hong 
Kong.
“China urges the US to 
immediately withdraw its 
wrong decision, or China 
will definitely take a proper 
and necessary response,” 
said foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin, 
adding that they were told 
Tuesday that the consulate 
would have to close.
“It is a political provocation 
unilaterally launched by the 
US side, which seriously 
violates international law... 
and the bilateral consular 
agreement between China 
and the US,” Wang said.
He added that China 
“strongly condemns” the 
“outrageous and unjustified 
move which will sabotage 
China-US relations.”

DNA

DUSHANBE: Per President 
Emomali Rahmon’s instructions 
to prepare hotels and tourist 
zones for the reception of tour-
ists in compliance with manda-
tory hygiene rules, the working 
group of the Committee for 
Tourism Development visited 
the tourist sites of Romit gorge.
Romit gorge is one of the most 
beautiful landscapes and tourist 
areas of Tajikistan, where the 
Zayron healing waters, Romit 
Reserve, Arkhu recreation and 
tourist zone and many recreation-
al facilities have been renovated. 
Romit Gorge is famous for its 
clear waters, rare animals, me-
dicinal plants, and in general its 
beautiful and unique nature.
Initially, the working group 
consisting of heads of struc-
tural units of the committee’s 
central office visited the Zay-
ron sanatorium.
Romit Gorge Tourism Infra-
structures Ready for Tourists 
(3)Zayron sanatorium is famous 

for its healing waters, the natu-
ral water of which flows from the 
heart of the mountain. 
Its water is intended for the 
treatment of diseases of the 
nervous system, hypertension, 
heart, and skin. It is rich in cal-

cium, sodium, chlorine, iodine, 
hydrosulfate, sulfate, magnesi-
um, silicic acid, fluorine and bi-
carbonate.
The river side sanatorium has a 
refreshing and calming atmos-
phere. The working group also 

visited the Arkhu recreation and 
tourist zone . This tourist com-
plex is located 75 kilometers 
from Dushanbe.
The newly built five-story hotel 
of this complex is located in a 
picturesque area on the banks of 

the turbulent Arhu river.
According to the committee, 
travel agencies have been in-
structed to offer new tourist 
routes in order to promote and 
present each of the most inter-
esting regions.

Also, the Committee for Tourism 
Development in collaboration 
with the Vahdat administration 
has been taking effective meas-
ures for the development of tour-
ism infrastructure and promotion 
of tourist zones in Vahdat.

Romit Gorge Tourism Infrastructures Ready for Tourists

ASTON: Aston Villa’s Jack Grealish taking the ball away from opposition players in a premier league match against Arsenal. – DNA

US orders China 
to shut consulate 

in Houston
A US State Department 

spokesman said the closure 
was ordered to protect 
American intellectual 

property and Americans’ 
private information

TEXAS: China condemned an order to close it con-
sulate in the US city of Houston as a “political prov-
ocation” that will make diplomatic relations worse. 
Beijing has threatened retaliation for the surprise 
decision. The United States has “abruptly” ordered 
China to close its Houston consulate, Beijing said 
Wednesday.
The Texas-based consulate received the order to 
cease all operations on Tuesday.
“China urges the US to immediately withdraw its 
wrong decision or China will definitely take a proper 
and necessary response,” said Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Wang Wenbin.
“Such an outrageous and unjustified move that will 
sabotage China-US relations,” added Wenbin.
A US State Department spokesman said the closure 
was ordered to protect American intellectual prop-
erty and Americans’ private information.
Chinese state-owned English-language newspaper 
The Global Times tweeted a poll, asking readers to 
guess which US consulate in China is most likely to 
be shuttered in response to the Houston closure.
The poll provided a choice of consulates for Hong 
Kong and Macau, the southern city of Guangzhou, 
the provincial capital of Szechuan, Chengdu, as well 
as the option of “other.” – DNA
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Villa 

escapes 
relegation 

zone
SpoRtS DeSk

LONDON: Aston Villa’s 
players must prepare for 
a “cup final” after show-
ing “courage” to secure a 
priceless win over Arsenal 
and move out of the Pre-
mier League relegation 
zone with one game to go, 
says boss Dean Smith.
Trezeguet beat Emiliano 
Martinez with a powerful 
first-time finish after Tyrone 
Mings had diverted a corner 
into the Egypt internation-
al’s path to lift Villa out of 
the bottom three for the first 
time since 28 February. Villa 
moved above managerless 
Watford, who had started the 
day 17th before a heavy 4-0 
home defeat by Manchester 
City, on goal difference.
The Midlanders’ second win 
in three games sets up a dra-
matic final day at the bottom 
of the table on Sunday, which 
Villa will begin level on points 
with Watford and three points 
ahead of Bournemouth - with 
two of those three teams like-
ly to go down.
Meanwhile, 16th-placed 
West Ham, who also play 
on Wednesday, still require 
one point to secure safety, 
although their goal differ-
ence ought to keep them 
up. Villa’s last game is away 
to West Ham and if they win 
- providing Watford do not 
win by a margin two or more 
goals greater than they do - 
Smith’s men will secure 
another season in the top 
flight, having spent much of 
it in the bottom three.

Virus forces 
Nobel to halt 

banquet 
STOCKHOLM: The Nobel 
Foundation, which man-
ages the Nobel Prizes, on 
Tuesday cancelled its tra-
ditional December banquet 
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic and said the 
award ceremonies would 
be held in “new forms”.
This is the first time since 
1956 that the lavish ban-
quet has been cancelled, ac-
cording to the foundation.
The event traditionally 
marks the end of the so-
called Nobel Week, when 
the year’s prize-winners 
are invited to Swedish capi-
tal Stockholm for talks and 
the award ceremony.
“The Nobel Week will not 
be as it usually is due to 
the current pandemic. 
This is a very special year 
when everyone needs to 
make sacrifices and adapt 
to completely new circum-
stances,” Lars Heikensten, 
director of the Nobel Foun-
dation, said in a statement.
Heikensten added that the 
laureates and their work 
would be highlighted in “dif-
ferent ways”, hinting that 
prize winners would receive 
their awards in their home 
countries or at embassies. 
Traditionally, the prize-win-
ners join the Swedish roy-
al family and some 1,300 
guests for the banquet at 
Stockholm’s City Hall after 
the award ceremony -- held 
on December 10, the anni-
versary of the death of the 
prizes’ founder Alfred No-
bel. – APP

PGA Tour – 
China season 

cancelled 
BEIJING: Golf’s PGA Tour 
Series-China season has 
been canceled because of 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and related travel restric-
tions, officials said Wednes-
day. The professional golf 
tour, which was a launch-
pad for China’s top player 
Li Haotong, in January held 
the first of three qualifying 
tournaments.
But the pandemic struck 
and began to spread, even-
tually ending any hopes of 
getting the 2020 season 
off the ground, along with 
sport across the globe. In 
May the Mackenzie Tour, 
the PGA Tour-backed devel-
opmental circuit in Canada, 
also canceled its season.
Both feeder tours attract 
up-and-coming players 
from all over the world and 
provide a pathway to the 
Korn Ferry Tour, which 
is one tier below the main 
US PGA Tour. “It’s a dis-
appointment but I know 
our players and fans under-
stand... that the health and 
safety of everyone associat-
ed with the series is of the 
utmost importance,” said 
Greg Carlson, executive di-
rector of the series. – APP

PARIS: Paris Airport authorities giving watercannon salute to flight that arrived at CDG 
on Wednesday after France lifted air travel ban. – DNA

ORLANDO: Youness 
Mokhtar scored in the 18th 
minute as Columbus Crew 
SC finished atop Group E 
with a 1-0 victory over Atlan-
ta United in the MLS is Back 
Tournament on Tuesday. 
Mokhtar put a deflected shot 
off a sliding Atlanta defender 
Miles Robinson that hit the 
post and went in for the only 
goal of the contest in Orlan-

do, Florida. His goal finished 
off a 19 pass sequence by 
the Crew. Columbus finished 
first in the group with nine 
points, while winless Atlanta 
joined David Beckham's Inter 
Miami as the first two teams 
eliminated from the tour-
nament.  Pity Martinez had 
the best chance to level the 
score for Atlanta late in the 
game, but his free kick sailed 

over the defenders' wall and 
missed the Columbus net.
Crew netminder Andrew Tar-
bell made two huge saves late 
to preserve the victory which 
advances them to the round 
of 16. In an earlier game, 
Alex Bono made five saves 
for the shutout as Toronto FC 
reached the knockout round 
with a 0-0 draw against the 
New England Revolution.

New England's Adam Buksa 
had the best chance to score 
for either team, a point-blank 
blast in the 74th minute that 
was stopped by Bono. The 
Revolution also advanced to 
the knockout round as both 
teams were atop Group C 
with 1-0-2 records and five 
points. Toronto finished just 
ahead of the Revolution on a 
tiebreaker. – APP

Undefeated Columbus reach 
‘MLS is back’ knockout round
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Hundreds of 
virus-infected 

bodies 
recovered 

LA PAZ: Bolivian police said 
on Tuesday they recovered 
more than 400 bodies from 
streets and homes over a 
five-day period, with 85 per-
cent of the dead believed to 
have had coronavirus.
A total of 191 bodies were 
recovered in the Coch-
abamba metropolitan area 
alone from July 15-20, with 
another 141 collected in La 
Paz, national police direc-
tor Coronel Ivan Rojas told 
journalists.
In the country’s biggest 
city, Santa Cruz, authorities 
recovered 68 bodies.
The Santa Cruz metropoli-
tan area is the worst affect-
ed by coronavirus in Bolivia 
and accounts for almost half 
of the country’s more than 
60,000 cases.
Some 85 percent of the bod-
ies were “positive cases for 
COVID-19 and cases with 
COVID symptoms, so they 
will be recorded as suspect-
ed cases,” said Rojas.
The rest died of “other caus-
es, meaning death from an 
illness or a violent cause,” 
he added. – APP

Qatar Airways 
seeks $5bn 

over airspace 
closure

DOHA: Qatar Airways said 
Wednesday it will seek $5 
billion in compensation 
from Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, Bahrain and Egypt 
for closing their airspace 
to the flag carrier as part of 
a regional feud. “The arbi-
tration seek redress for the 
blockading states’ actions 
to remove Qatar Airways 
from their markets and to 
forbid the airline from fly-
ing over their airspace,” 
the airline said in a state-
ment, adding that at least 
$5 billion would be sought.
The International Court of 
Justice last week ruled Qa-
tar could challenge the air-
space restrictions imposed 
by the four countries be-
fore the UN’s International 
Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO). The overflight re-
strictions are part of a raft 
of measures taken by the 
Saudi-led nations since 
June 2017 as part of their 
coordinated effort to pres-
sure Qatar over its alleged 
support for radical Islamist 
movements and Iran. Qatar 
repeatedly denied the alle-
gations and sued the four 
countries before the ICAO.
“After more than three 
years of efforts to resolve 
the crisis amicably through 
dialogue yielded no re-
sults, we have taken the 
decision to issue Notices of 
Arbitration and pursue all 
legal remedies to protect 
our rights and secure full 
compensation for the vio-
lations,” the airline’s chief 
executive, Akbar Al-Baker, 
said in the statement.
Qatar Airways is the sec-
ond largest airline in the 
Middle East after Du-
bai-based Emirates, oper-
ating a modern fleet of 250 
aircraft. Since the start of 
the air embargo, the nation-
al carrier has posted losses 
of hundreds of millions of 
dollars. – APP

Police seize 
fake COVID 

kits 
LYON: Police have seized 
17,000 fake COVID-19 test-
ing kits discovered in raids 
against illicit food and drink 
products across dozens of 
countries, Interpol said 
Wednesday. Officials seized 
$40 million (34.5 million 
euros) worth of fake or 
substandard products in 77 
countries, and arrested 407 
people in the operation, 
carried out from December 
2019 to June 2020. 
The products included con-
taminated dairy products, 
meat from illegally slaugh-
tered animals and food 
products falsely labelled as 
medicinal cures, said Inter-
pol, based in the southeast-
ern French city of Lyon.
But police also intercepted 
thousands of fake medi-
cal products as countries 
worldwide rushed to secure 
supplies while locking down 
to curtail the coronavirus 
pandemic. “As countries 
around the world contin-
ue their efforts to contain 
COVID-19, the criminal 
networks distributing these 
potentially dangerous prod-
ucts show only their deter-
mination to make a profit,” 
the agency’s secretary gen-
eral Jurgen Stock said in a 
statement. – APP

Tests, home quarantine as Qatar 
reopens borders on August 1

The Government Communications Office (GCO) said that arrivals to Qatar from 
“low-risk countries” will be required to take a coronavirus test at the airport 

and sign a formal pledge to adhere to quarantine at home for a week
weB DeSk

DOHA: Qatar will begin reo-
pening its borders to foreign 
travellers and allow citizens 
and permanent residents to 
travel in and out of the coun-
try from August 1, according 
to a government statement, 
as the Gulf state moves to 
gradually lift restrictions im-
posed to control its coronavi-
rus outbreak.
The Government Commu-
nications Office (GCO) said 
that arrivals to Qatar from 
“low-risk countries” will be 
required to take a coronavi-
rus test at the airport and 
sign a formal pledge to ad-
here to quarantine at home 
for a week.

After seven days, the travel-
lers will be required to un-
dergo a second test and their 
quarantine period will end if 
results come back negative. 
However, if the traveller 
tests positive, he or she will 
be transferred to a govern-
ment facility for isolation.
The GCO said the list of 
low-risk countries will be 
published on the Ministry of 
Public Health’s website and 
will be reviewed every two 
weeks. People arriving from 
countries that are not on the 
safe list will have to obtain a 
“virus-free certificate” from 
an accredited COVID-19 test-
ing facility no more than 48 
hours before travelling and ad-
here to the home quarantine 
policy when they get to Qatar.

Sudan, 
Egypt 
accord 

on Dam
DNA

CAIRO: Ethiopia’s prime min-
ister said on Tuesday his coun-
try, Egypt, and Sudan reached 
a “major common understand-
ing which paves the way for 
a breakthrough agreement” 
on a significant dam project 
that has led to sharp regional 
tensions and fears of military 
confrontation. Egypt and Su-
dan view the dam as a serious 
threat to vital water supplies, 
while Ethiopia considers it 
essential for its electrification 
and development. The state-
ment by Abiy Ahmed’s office 
came as new satellite images 
show the water level in the 
reservoir behind the near-
ly completed $4.6bn Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 
is at its highest in at least four 
years. Last week Ethiopia ac-
knowledged that water was 
gathering in the dam’s reser-
voir, though officials said this 
was a “natural” part of the 
construction process.

DNA

BAGHDAD: Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mustafa al-Kadhimi said on a trip to 
Tehran on Tuesday that Iraq would 
not allow any aggression against 
Iran coming from its territory. 
Speaking at a news conference 
alongside Iranian President Has-
san Rouhani, al-Kadhimi alluded to 
Iraq’s concern not to become a bat-
tlefield between arch-enemies Iran 
and the United States.
The Iraqi prime minister faces a 
tough balancing act between Teh-
ran and Washington, which have 
come close to open conflict in 
the region, particularly on Iraqi 
soil, over the past year. At home, 
al-Kadhimi faces increasing pres-
sure from Iran-aligned groups that 
perceive him as siding with the US, 
because he has indicated he wants 

to curb the power of Iranian-backed 
militias and political parties.
“The people of Iraq want good re-
lations with the Islamic Republic 
of Iran based on the principle of 
non-interference in the internal 
affairs of both countries,” he told 
the news conference, carried live 
by Iranian state television.
“Iraq is a country that won’t allow 
any aggression or challenge to 
Iran from its territory.”
Al-Kadhimi rose to the premier-
ship in May after serving as head 
of Iraq’s National Intelligence 
Service for nearly four years. 
He formed close ties to Tehran, 
Washington and Riyadh during 
that time, prompting speculation 
he could serve as a rare mediator 
among the capitals. In his first two 
months in office, Iraqi security 
forces carried out two arrest raids 
against militias but most of those 

detained were quickly released.
The United States praised those 
moves and supporters welcome 
several appointments al-Kadhimi 
has made in the security forces, 
including reinstating Iraq’s Coun-
ter Terrorism Service chief Abdul 
Wahhab al-Saadi, whose dismissal 
under the previous government 
fuelled mass anti-government 
unrest last year. Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
visited Baghdad on Sunday, mak-
ing a stop at the site where a US 
drone strike killed Iranian Gener-
al Qassem Soleimani and Iraq’s 
paramilitary chief Abu Mahdi 
al-Muhandis in January.
That attack brought the region to 
the brink of a full-blown US-Iran 
conflict before both sides stepped 
back.  Iran’s Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, during a later 
meeting with al-Kadhimi, praised 

the Popular Mobilisation Forces, 
an Iraqi state-controlled institu-
tion that is an umbrella grouping 
of militias, many backed by Iran.
Khamenei also said Iran would not 
interfere in relations between Iraq 
and the United States, according 
to his official website.
However, the supreme leader 
vowed Iran would “strike a re-
ciprocal blow” against the US 
for Soleimani’s killing.  Rouhani 
hailed as “heroes” his top Iranian 
general and the Iraqi commander 
killed together in the US drone 
strike on Baghdad airport at the 
start of the year.
“I deem it necessary to hon-
our the two heroes of the fight 
against terrorism, martyrs Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani and Abu 
Mahdi al-Muhandis,” he said. 
Rouhani described them as hav-
ing “worked for Iraq’s security 

in previous years” - a reference 
to Baghdad’s fight against the 
armed group, ISIL (ISIS).
Renad Mansour, a senior research 
fellow at Chatham House, said 
some Iranian officials believed 
al-Kadhimi may have played a role 
in the US drone killings as head of 
the national intelligence service.
“It was a very bad relationship at 
that time, but over the months 
Iran also felt with all the chaos 
they needed someone so a com-
promise was made, and Iran be-
grudgingly had to agree and help 
facilitate his premiership,” Man-
sour told Al Jazeera.
“Clearly it a is a very fragile re-
lationship and the more he goes 
against Iranian interests in Iraq 
- whether it’s going against their 
militia allies or economic practic-
es - there will be a lot of back-and-
forths and tit-for-tats I would say.”

Iraq Prime Minister vows he ‘won’t allow 
threats’ to Iran from the Iraqi soil

Khamenei also said Iran would not interfere in relations between Iraq 
and the United States, according to his official website

How climate friendly is the EU 
economic recovery package?
NewS DeSk

BRUSSELS: European Union lead-
ers clinched a deal on Tuesday for a 
huge stimulus package that the Eu-
ropean Commission said will make 
fighting climate change central to 
Europe’s economic recovery from 
the coronavirus pandemic.
Climate advocates say the agreed 
750 billion euro ($865bn) recovery 
fund negotiated alongside a 1.074 
trillion euro ($1.24 trillion) EU 
budget for 2021-27, was a mixed 
bag, with large sums earmarked for 
green investments, but cuts to key 
climate programmes and insuffi-
cient rules to ensure cash does not 
support polluting investments.
The deal earmarks 30 percent of 
the entire package for climate pro-
tection and says all spending must 

contribute to EU emissions-cutting 
goals. There are too many things 
that still need improvements. The 
deal is not over yet.
This could see nearly 550 billion eu-
ros ($635bn) spent on climate initi-
atives over 2021-27 - an enormous 
sum, but far below the 2.4 trillion 
euros ($2.7 trillion) in investment 
researchers say is needed to meet 
EU climate goals.
The EU’s flagship fund for weaning 
countries off of fossil fuels received 
17.5 billion euros ($20bn) - less 
than half of what was previously 
proposed. The conditions for ac-
cessing it were also watered down.
Countries that have not signed up 
to an EU-wide target to become 
“climate neutral” by 2050 will only 
get half of their share of the Just 
Transition Fund.
Previous proposals would have 

forced countries to commit to cli-
mate neutrality at a national level - 
but EU officials said this was a “red 
line” for Poland, the coal-heavy 
country expected to receive the 
biggest chunk of the money.
People cross the city bridge be-
tween Frankfurt (Oder) and Slu-
bice, after Poland reopened the 
borders with the European Union 
countries [File: Hannibal Han-
schke/Reuters]
Money was also shaved off Invest-
EU and Horizon Europe, two pro-
grammes earmarked for sustain-
able investments, as EU leaders 
conceded cuts to appease frugal 
northern countries.
New green taxes will help fill EU 
coffers, with an EU-wide tax on 
non-recycled plastic waste sched-
uled for next year.
A plan to slap levies on polluting 

imports should be ready by 2023, 
and a scheme to use carbon market 
revenues to shore up EU funds will 
be considered later.
People wearing protective face 
masks wait before the opening of 
the department store Le Printemps 
Haussmann in Paris last week on 
the first day of summer sales [File: 
Gonzalo Fuentes/Reuters] 
The EU deal does not say what 
rules it will apply to ensure funding 
goes to climate-friendly schemes 
and some members of the Europe-
an Parliament - which must approve 
the package - refused to commit 
their support without tougher con-
ditions to block polluting invest-
ments.
“There are too many things that 
still need improvements,” said 
Dutch Green legislator Bas Eick-
hout. “The deal is not over yet.”
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KUALA LUMPUR: Ambassador of Palestine Walid Abu Ali meeting with Malaysian health minister. – DNA

Saudi king chairs 
cabinet meeting 

from hospital

DNA

RIYADH: Saudi King Sal-
man held a cabinet meeting 
via video call from hospital 
in the capital Riyadh on 
Tuesday, a day after the 
84-year-old monarch had 
been admitted with what 
state media said was inflam-
mation of the gall bladder.
A video of the king chairing 
the meeting was broadcast 
on Saudi state TV on Tues-

day evening. In the video, 
which had no sound, King 
Salman could be seen be-
hind a desk, reading and 
leafing through documents.
The king, who has ruled the 
oil-rich country and close 
United States ally since 
2015, was undergoing med-
ical checks, state media on 
Monday cited a royal court 
statement as saying without 
providing further details.
Three well-connected Sau-
di sources who declined to 
be identified, two of whom 
were speaking late on 
Monday and one on Tues-
day, told Reuters the king 
was "fine".
An official in the region, 
who requested anonymity, 
said he spoke to one of King 
Salman's sons on Monday 
who seemed "calm" and that 
there was no sense of panic 
about the monarch's health.

‘Forty million children miss 
out on basic education’

DNA

UNITED NATIONS: The 
United Nations Children's 
Fund, UNICEF,  has said 
that the closing of educa-
tional facilities due to the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
resulted in at least 40 mil-
lion preschool students 
worldwide missing out on 
learning and development.  
"Education disruptions 
caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic are preventing 
children from getting their 
education off to the best 
possible start," UNICEF 
Executive Director Henriet-
ta Fore said in a statement.
"Child care and early child-
hood education build a foun-
dation upon which every 
aspect of children's develop-
ment relies," she said. 
"The pandemic is putting 
that foundation under seri-
ous threat." 
UNICEF on Wednesday 

published a research brief 
that looks at the state of 
childcare and early child-
hood education globally, 
and includes an analysis of 
the significant disruption 
that widespread closures of 
these vital family services, 
due to the pandemic, are 
having. 
The shutdowns have also 
left many parents struggling 
to balance childcare and 
paid employment, a situa-
tion that is placing a larger 

burden on women who, on 
average, spend more than 
three times longer on care 
and housework than men, 
according to the research 
brief. 
The study shows that, in 
54 low- and middle-income 
countries with recent data, 
around 40 per cent of chil-
dren aged between three 
and five, were not receiving 
social-emotional and cog-
nitive stimulation from any 
adult in their household.

Masks 
mandatory in 
Melbourne 

DNA
PERTH: The Australian 
state of Victoria has an-
nounced 484 new cases of 
coronavirus - a daily record 
- as it becomes mandatory 
for everyone in the state to 
wear masks when they leave 
their homes. From mask 
sceptic to champion of face 
coverings: After months of 
downplaying their effective-
ness, US President Donald 
Trump told Americans to 
wear masks because "they 
have an impact" and that he 
would "gladly" use one. More 
than 14.9 million people 
around the world have been 
diagnosed with the coro-
navirus, nearly 8.5 million 
have recovered, and nearly 
616,000 have died, according 
to Johns Hopkins University.
DR Congo President Felix 
Tshisekedi has lifted a health 
emergency over the corona-
virus outbreak and ordered a 
reopening in three stages of 
business activities, schools 
and borders. The vast coun-
try of more than 80 million 
people has recorded 8,534 
infections including 196 
deaths since March 10. Tsh-
isekedi said the figures place 
the Democratic Republic 
of Congo as ninth worst-hit 
country in Africa in terms 
of the number of cases and 
12th in terms of deaths, "put-
ting paid to all catastrophic 
forecasts for our country at 
the start of the epidemic."

Malaysian court 
overturns caning 

sentence 

Hong Kong announces 
new restrictions

KAUALUMPUR: An appeals 
court in Malaysia has over-
turned a lower court ruling 
sentencing 27 Rohingya men 
to be caned, saying their ref-
ugee status affords them in-
ternational protection from 
persecution.
Collin Andrew, a lawyer 
representing the refugees, 
told Al Jazeera on Wednes-
day the sentence of caning 
imposed in June had been 
"set aside" by High Court 
Judge Arik Sanusi, and the 
refugees were ordered to be 

released to the United Na-
tions refugee agency.
"I welcome this honourable 
decision taken by the high 
court in promoting and 
protecting human rights," 
Andrew told Al Jazeera fol-
lowing the hearing.
In his ruling, the judge also 
said the people charged 
were not habitual offend-
ers, and had not committed 
any acts of violence, and as 
such, it was "inhumane" to 
impose a sentence of can-
ing. – Al Jazeera

HONG KONG: Stricter measures in Hong Kong will come 
into effect from midnight on Wednesday making it man-
datory to wear face masks in all indoor public areas.
Anyone flouting the rules could face a HK$5,000 (£509, 
$645) maximum fine.
A number of venues including gyms and entertainment 
centres will remain closed until 28 July. A ban on dining 
in restaurants after 6pm will also be in place until then.
Health secretary Sophia Chan said: “This is the most crit-
ical time for Hong Kong. We ask citizens to be patient 
and stay at home as much as possible.” The city has seen 
a spike in cases in recent weeks. On Tuesday, 61 infec-
tions were confirmed and two people died. – DNA

Mexico's 
virus death 
toll passes 

40,000
MEXICO CITY: Mexico 
on Tuesday passed 40,000 
deaths from the novel 
coronavirus pandemic as 
the country, which has the 
fourth-highest COVID-19 
death toll in the world, strug-
gles to contain the disease. 
A daily technical report 
recorded a total of 40,400 
deaths from the virus, after 
adding 915 more fatalities in 
the last 24 hours. The first 
case in Mexico was detect-
ed on February 28.
This week President Manuel 
Lopez Obrador vowed to im-
prove health standards in the 
nation to help its combat the 
virus threat.  He pledged to 
protect those vulnerable to 
COVID-19, including tackling 
"diseases caused by hunger 
and poverty," launching "a 
permanent campaign" to 
promote healthier eating 
and lifestyles, and treating 
hypertension, diabetes and 
obesity as a priority.



Famous political figures of 
Gilgit Baltistan join PTI

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Former Health Minis-
ter Gilgit Baltistan, Haji Gulbar Khan 
and former Minister for Excise and 
Taxation GB, Haider Khan formally 
announced  their joining of PTI along 
with their associates.
According to the details released by 
Central Media Department, both Haji 
Gulbar Khan and Haider Khan met 
Chief Organizer PTI, Saifullah Khan 
Nyazee in Islamabad and announced 
their joining along with their associ-
ates officially. 
On the occasion, PTI Chief Organizer 
Saifullah Khan Nyazee welcomed the 
joining of eminent social and political 
personalities of Gilgit Baltistan. He 
said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) has become the most popular 
party in Gilgit-Baltistan. The people 
of the region are embracing the man-
ifesto, vision and message of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and a new era 
of construction and development of 
Gilgit-Baltistan and the welfare of the 
people will begin. 
He further added that the time has 
come to welcome a historic era in the 
development of Gilgit-Baltistan under 
the vision of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan. Saifullah said that PTI has for-
mulated a comprehensive development 
program for Gilgit Baltistan and upcom-
ing elections in GB would mark the 
beginning of a new era in the political 
history of the region as we will take 
the region out of deprivation caused 

by poor governance of the status-quo 
parties who have kept the area deprived 
and underdeveloped.   PTI Chief Organ-
izer Saifullah Khan Nyazee vowed that 
PTI would win the elections with clear 
majority by adopting the right strategy 
to pave the way to good governance and 
transformed system inspired by the vi-
sion of PM Imran Khan.
Both leaders on this occasion said that 
Gilgit-Baltistan is always ready to play 
its full part in nation building and the 
people of Gilgit have full confidence 
in Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s manifes-
to and Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
revolutionary leadership. They said 
that the people of Gilgit-Baltistan will 
soon show their full demonstration of 
love and trust in Imran Khan leader-
ship in upcoming elections.
On the other hand, Chairman Rawal-

pindi Development Authority Tariq 
Murtaza also called on PTI Chief Or-
ganizer Saifullah Khan Nyazee and 
gave a detailed briefing on ongoing 
development projects in Rawalpindi.  
On this occasion, Chief Organizer 
Saifullah Khan Nyazee appreciated 
the efforts of the RDA administration 
regarding the construction and devel-
opment of Rawalpindi and stressed on 
the need to complete the projects on 
time without compromising on trans-
parency and quality.
Meanwhile, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) leader Saifullah Abro from Lar-
kana also had a special meeting with 
Chief Organizer Saifullah Khan Nya-
zee and got directions and guidance 
regarding the completion of organiza-
tional structure and party objectives 
in Larkana district.

Briefs
Govt moves 
IHC for legal 

reps  for 
Kulbhushan

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government on Wednesday 
has approached Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) for ap-
pointment of legal repre-
sentative for Indian spy and 
agent of intelligence agency 
Research and Analysis Wing 
(RAW) Kulbhushan Jadhav.
The petition, filed by the 
Federal Ministry of Law and 
Justice, stated that Kulbhu-
shan, who was involved in 
several terrorist activities in 
Pakistan, has refused to file 
a plea against his sentence.
The petition seeks the ap-
pointment of a legal rep-
resentative for the Indian 
spy in the national interest 
so that he can file a review 
petition for his death sen-
tence. Defence secretary 
and judge advocate general 
branch GHQ has been made 
party in the plea.
Earlier on July 17, it was 
reported that Pakistan had 
decided to provide consular 
access to convicted Indian 
spy Kulbhushan Jadhav for 
a third time. The develop-
ment comes a day after 
Islamabad granted second 
consular access to Jadhav.
The sources relayed that 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs had conveyed the 
decision to the Indian High 
Commission in Islamabad 
and is awaiting its response 
to the offer.
Two consular officers of the 
Indian High Commission 
were provided unimpeded 
and uninterrupted consu-
lar access to Commander 
Jadhav at 3pm on Thursday, 
according to the Foreign 
Office. Jadhav has been in 
Pakistan’s custody following 
his arrest from Balochistan 
in a counter-intelligence op-
eration on March 3, 2016. 
During investigation, he 
confessed to his involve-
ment in terrorist activities 
inside Pakistan that result-
ed in the loss of many pre-
cious human lives.

Shibli Faraz 
condemns 
Bilawal’s 
NAB rant 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Information and 
Broadcasting Senator Shibli 
Faraz on Wednesday strong-
ly  condemned Bilawal Bhu-
tto Zardari’s call for closure 
of National Accountability 
Bureau ( NAB). 
The minister said the call 
was meant to give them free 
hand to loot people.  
Shibli, in a tweet, responded 
this to the press conference 
of Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

Medal award 
ceremony at 
Pakistan HC

DNA
COLOMBO: Under the aus-
pices of Pakistan High Com-
mission, a ceremony was held 
to award the Centenary Med-
al to 37 Sri Lankan military 
officers who had graduated 
from Command & Staff Col-
lege, Quetta, at Maroon Hall, 
Defence Services Command 
& Staff College, Batalanda 
(Colombo) on Wednesday.
High Commissioner of Pa-
kistan, Maj. Gen. (Retd) 
Muhammad Saad Khattak, 
pinned the venerated med-
al to the graduate officers, 
which included the Hon. Sec-
retary Defence of the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka Major General (Retd) 
GDH Kamal Gunaratne.

KP govt 
to produce 
LPG from 

plastic waste
DNA

PESHAWAR: The govern-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa on Wednesday estab-
lished a plant for producing 
LPG from plastic waste in 
Peshawar.
Special Assistant to Chief 
Minister on Information 
Kamran Khan Bangash in-
augurated the plant in Pe-
shawar here on Wednesday. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
he said producing LPG from 
plastic waste will be envi-
ronment friendly.

China’s meteorological satellites 
help Pak monitor desert locusts

DNA

BEIJING: “The satellite and mete-
orological data provided by China’s 
meteorological satellites could be 
used to monitor Pakistan’s desert 
locusts and provide early warnings 
to relevant parties,” said sources 
form China Meteorological Ad-
ministration (CMA).
China Economic Net (CEN) 
quoting the sources reported on 
Wednesday that the CMA has re-
leased special reports on remote 
sensing data of locust attacks in 
Pakistan.
“China’s Fengyun series satellites 
can generate information for anal-
ysis of locust-affected area by mon-
itoring rainfall, soil moisture and 
land surface temperature (LST) 
changes of the African and South 
Asian countries,” CMA noted.
It was explained that a hotter and 
wetter climate favours more mul-
tiplication of locusts, and studies 
have also linked wind direction, 
speed, and other weather param-
eters to the migration of locusts.
As per an update issued by the 
Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion (FAO) of the United Nations 
(UN), the summer breeding of 
desert locust swarms has com-
menced in Pakistan’s Tharparkar, 

Nara and Cholistan deserts where 
hatching and band formation will 
increase later this month.
On top of monitoring the breeding 
and movement of locust swarm, 
Fengyun satellites are helpful 
when it comes to the assessment 
of vegetation damage.

Locust swarms ravaged crops and 
pastureland, destroyed food and 
vegetation and jeopardized food 
security across Africa, the Arabi-
an Peninsula, and parts of South 
Asia. Fengyun-3 (FY-3) polar orbit 
meteorological satellite, there-
fore, is used to monitor how the 

crops are growing.
With the monitoring data gener-
ated by FY-3, Pakistani scientists 
can offer remote sensing-based 
assessment of vegetation damage 
in locust-invaded areas.
According to CMA, Pakistan Me-
teorological Department (PMD) 

has been using data collected 
from China’s CMA Cast, an updat-
ed satellite data broadcast system 
based on Digital Video Broadcast-
ing - Satellite - Second Generation 
(DVB-S2) with both file and mul-
timedia transmission capability 
since 2006.
They have regularly posted maps 
sensed by Fengyun-2E (FY-2E) 
satellite online for various disas-
ter prevention and mitigation au-
thorities.
In addition, data collected by Chi-
na’s Meteorological Information 
Comprehensive Analysis and Pro-
cess System (MICAPS) has been 
used by Pakistan to analyze and 
forecast weather for relevant insti-
tutions and the public.
China on June 5, 2018 had 
launched FY-2H meteorological 
satellite to improve the accuracy 
of weather forecasting and pro-
vide better meteorological servic-
es to countries participating in the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the 
sources told CEN.
The number of countries us-
ing Fengyun satellites data has 
increased to 108 (including 75 
countries involved to BRI) by May 
2020, and 30 countries have es-
tablished earth stations to trans-
mit and receive information to and 
from Fengyun satellites.

THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020   |    WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

IslamabadPOST

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad:    Ph: 051-2266165,    Email: dailyisbpost@gmail.com 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to Prime 
Minister on Finance and Revenue 
Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh chaired 
the meeting of the Economic 
Coordination Committee of the 
Cabinet (ECC) Wednesday at the 
Prime Minister office. ECC decid-
ed to allocate 150,000 metric tons 
of wheat to the Pakistan Army 
from PASSCO resources on pay-
ment basis for the year 2020-2021.
ECC also approved the prices 
of tobacco recommended by the 
Price and Grade Revision Commit-
tee in pursuance of section 8(1) of 
the PTB Ordinance 1968.  ECC 
also directed that the MNFSR 
shall also give a detailed presenta-
tion on the mechanism of determi-
nation of prices and will also point 
out the gaps in the system.
ECC also approved “Mark up sub-
sidy for Housing Finance”, pro-
posed by Naya Pakistan Housing 
and Development Authority.  Hon-
orable Prime Minister has on July 
10, 2020 announced special incen-

tives for housing and contruction 
sector to revive economic devel-
opment amid Covid-19 pandemic.
Markup subsidy shall be provided 
for 10 years on bank financing. Ac-
cordingly, end user markup rate 
on housing units measuring up to 
five marla will be five percent for 
first five years and seven percent 
for next five years. For housing 
units measuring 10 marla, end 

user markup rate will be seven 
percent for first five years and 
nine percent for next five years.
The subsidy will be given on units 
where the price of the housing unit 
does not exceed Rs.3.5 million for 
3-5 Marla and is not more than Rs.6 
million in case of 10 Marla House. 
Rs 33 billion were allocated for the 
loan tenor of 10 years with Rs. 4.77 
billion to be allocated in the cur-

rent financial year for the payment 
of markup this year.
ECC also approved allocation of 
Rs. 41.8 million for Ministry of 
Information Technology and Tele-
communication/ NITB for deploy-
ment of systems, data analysis, 
modeling and mobile apps for 
NCOC stakeholders and Govern-
ment Departments with the in-
structions that wherever possible 

the budget may be rationalized/ 
minimized with the consultation 
of Finance Division
ECC also approved the Estab-
lishment of Balochistan Mineral 
Exploration Company Limited 
with the support of the Federal 
Government. It will be joint ven-
ture of GoP with the Government 
of Balochistan for formation and 
operations of BMEC with 10% 
shareholding amounting to Rs320 
million to be injected in two equal 
tranches through Pakistan Miner-
al Development Corporation.
The Petroleum Division and 
PMDC are authorized to execute 
the shareholders agreement and 
complete all required legal, regu-
latory and corporate formalities 
in connection with formation, 
incorporation and equity partici-
pation in BMEC. Ministry of Na-
tional Food Security and Research 
brought a proposal to the ECC on 
(utilization) of the Fiscal package 
of Rs.100 billion allocated for the 
Agriculture and SME sector out of 
the 1200 billion fiscal package of 
the PM on Covid -19.

ECC approves markup subsidy for housing finance 

StAff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: Center for 
International Investment 
and Commercial Arbitra-
tion (CIICA) has reached 
a consensus with Beijing 
Zhi Zhong Technology at a 
meeting to enhance cooper-
ation on international arbi-
tration and provide services 
for commercial activities un-
der the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)and 
other international trade 
and investments.

According to a report pub-
lished by Gwadar Pro on 
Wednesday, this was the 
first meeting between CII-
CA and Zhi Zhong, conduct-
ed through a video court 
system under a Memoran-
dum of Understanding they 
signed in April this year. 
Based on the MoU and the 
content of the meeting, the 
two parties will cooperate 
on the application of online 
arbitration system, share re-
lated information on arbitra-
tion law, and provide each 
other with legal investiga-

tion services. In addition, 
the two parties will jointly 
promote online arbitration 
services, including online 
case filing, evidence depos-
itory, and remote trial.
Rana Sajjad, President of 
CIICA said in the context 
of global economic integra-
tion, extensive cooperation 
in international arbitration 
is prerequisite for economic 
development. Online arbi-
tration by virtue of high ef-
ficiency and convenience is 
very much in line with the 
future development trend.

Zhi Zhong’s CEO Zhang 
Tianwei said the two parties 
will promote each other in 
various aspects such as on-
line arbitration, video courts, 
settlement of international 
trade disputes, and exchang-
es of arbitration activities, as 
well as jointly provide servic-
es for enterprises that are 
engaging in China-Pakistan 
trade and investments.  
By far, Zhi Zhong has pro-
vided online arbitration 
system and relevant tech-
nologies for 15 arbitration 
institutions in China. 

CIICA-BZZT to support  
Sino-Pak business activities
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan has sum-
moned a meeting of the 
Council of Common In-
terests (CCI) on August 7 
to discuss the eight-point 
agenda. All the four prov-
inces’ chief ministers and 
some members of the fed-
eral cabinet will attend the 
CCI’s 42nd session to be 
held in the federal capital.
The meeting will discuss a 
range of issues, including 
ones related amendment in 
the OGRA Ordinance 2002 
and issue of giving control 
of Lower Portion Chashma 
Canal to Punjab is also part 
of the agenda.
The eight-point agenda in-
cludes amendments to the 
Minerals Act, 1948 and the 
implementation of HEC de-
cisions will be reviewed in 
the meeting.
The suggestions will be 
presented in the upcoming 
meeting on the issue of wa-
ter distribution among prov-

inces in the light of deci-
sions taken in the previous 
CCI meeting.
According to an agenda, the 
CCI meeting will consider 
national strategy against 
the coronavirus pandemic 
while the implementation of 
taxes, LNG import and oth-
er important decisions will 
be reviewed in the meeting.
The participants will also re-
view the implementation on 
the decisions taken during 
the previous CCI meetings.
In the last CCI meeting, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
said all provinces would 
be given their fair share 
and government would 
resolve the complexities 
pertaining to the issue of 
funds’ allotment. The CCI’s 
41st session, which had a 
16-point agenda, included a 
discussion on national-level 
issues between the centre 
and provinces. The PM un-
derscored that all four prov-
inces — Sindh, Balochistan, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 
Punjab — would be given 
their fair share of money. 

PM summons CCI 
meeting on Aug 6

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Wednesday while 
paying tribute to the martyred soldiers said their valued 
sacrifices for the country were unforgettable.
“Our heroes are those who sacrificed their lives for the pro-
tection of the country and nation,” the President said as 
he made telephone calls to the families of Pakistan Army 
soldiers who were martyred in Panjgur on July 5.
President Alvi said the death of a martyr is in fact the life 
of a nation.
He prayed to Allah Almighty to bless the souls of martyrs 
with highest place in heaven.
The families of martyred with whom the President condoled 
included of Deputy Subedar Muhammad Ghaffar, Hawaldar 
Nasir Mahmood, and Sepoys Omar Farooq, Owais Munir, 
Muhammad Zia, Adeel Akbar, Muhammad Subhan Akhtar 
and Shafqat Khalil. – APP

President Alvi all 
praise for martyrs 

sacrifices
The President said as he made 

telephone calls to the families of 
Pakistan Army soldiers who were 

martyred in Panjgur on July 5

Trump 
shifts tone 
on corona 

WASHINGTON: President 
Donald Trump warned Tues-
day that the coronavirus 
crisis in the United States is 
likely to "get worse before it 
gets better." "Some areas of 
our country are doing very 
well," Trump said at his first 
formal White House virus 
briefing since the end of 
April. "Others are doing less 
well," the president said. "It 
will probably unfortunately 
get worse before it gets bet-
ter." Trump also urged Amer-
icans to wear facemasks to 
help prevent the spread of 
the highly contagious virus.
"Get a mask," he said. 
"Whether you like the mask 
or not, they have an impact. 
They will have an effect and 
we need everything we can 
get." The return to presiden-
tial coronavirus briefings 
-- abandoned in late April 
after Trump drew ridicule 
for musing on the potential 
for injecting coronavirus 
patients with household 
disinfectant -- was part of a 
concerted bid to take back 
control of the message.
After an erratic national re-
sponse, some 140,000 deaths, 
and now dramatic surges in 
new cases across the south 
and south-west, polls show 
two thirds of Americans mis-
trusting Trump's leadership 
on the issue. – APP

Pak moving 
towards 

COVID-19 
herd-

immunity’
DNA

KARACHI: By the first week 
of September 2020, around 
65-70% of Karachi’s pop-
ulation would be carrying 
COVID-19 antibodies as the 
country is moving towards 
herd-immunity within the 
next two months, claimed a 
top Pakistani health expert, 
Dr Tahir Sultan Shamsi.
The doctor said that in the 
third week of July this year, 
almost 40% of the city’s popu-
lation had been exposed to the 
virus infection and this num-
ber will expand by September. 
Dr Tahir said: “Our research 
on three different segments of 
the society reveals that around 
40% of Karachiites have so 
far been infected with the 
coronavirus asymptomatically 
and by the first week of Sep-
tember 2020, 65-70% of city’s 
population would have been 
infected with the virus, which 
is a minimum requirement for 
achieving herd immunity in 
the COVID-19 case.”
The hematologist gave the 
example of neighbouring In-
dia, where he said that less 
than 1% of the population 
has tested positive, but a 
survey by the Indian govern-
ment has revealed that one 
in four persons have already 
been exposed to the virus in 
New Delhi. 

40 million 
children miss 
out on early 
education 
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NEW YORK: At least 40 
million children worldwide 
have missed out on early 
childhood education in their 
critical pre-school year as 
COVID-19 shuttered child-
care and early education 
facilities, according to a new 
research brief published to-
day by UNICEF. Produced 
by UNICEF’s Office of 
Research – Innocenti, the 
research brief looks at the 
state of childcare and early 
childhood education global-
ly and includes an analysis 
of the impact of widespread 
COVID-19 closures of these 
vital family services.
“Education disruptions 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic are preventing 
children from getting their 
education off to the best pos-
sible start,” said UNICEF 
Executive Director Henriet-
ta Fore. “Childcare and early 
childhood education build a 
foundation upon which every 
aspect of children’s develop-
ment relies. The pandemic 
is putting that foundation 
under serious threat.”
Childcare in a global crisis: 
The impact of COVID-19 on 
work and family life notes 
that lockdowns have left 
many parents struggling to 
balance childcare and paid 
employment, with a dispro-
portionate burden placed 
on women who, on aver-
age, spend more than three 
times longer on care and 
housework than men.


