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TASTE OF CHINA

FOOD FESTIVAL

DISCOVER A FUSION OF ORIENTAL
FLAVOURS AND WAFTING AROMAS
ON AN EXCLUSIVE MENU.

DYNASTY
25TH JAN - BTH FEB 2020

UAN: j051) 111 22 33 44

{S}: 0300 045 9117
W WWW MARRIOTT.COM/ISBPK MARRIOTT
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Canada, USA & UI('

___£=£

With over 5000 Alurmni and 200,000 IELTS registrations, AEQ Pakistan over the past two decades has
estabiished itself os the most trusted Austrolion and Globol Education Specialists ond |ELTS Official Test
Centre. Corme to us at AEQ Pakistan, to experience the most professional counseliing and student
placernent services, to find the right course, assistonce in submission of your university opplication,
guidance to fulfill the visa requirerments and for preparing oas well as booking of your IELTS Test

For Appointment/Registration

UAN: 111-236-000
or
log on to www.aeo.com.pk

“ "| AUSTRALIAN & GLOBAL
L=B."J) | EDUCATION SPECIALISTS
AEQ Islamabad @ AEOQ Lahore AEO Karachi AEOQ Multan
2nd floor, Pakland Business Centre, | 50CI, Gulberg Nl Lahore, | C-151,Block 2, Clifton. | 52 A, Block A, Gulgasht
I-8 Markaz, lslamabad. Tel:042-35711620-1-2-3 Tet 021-3587 9645-7 Colony, Multan.
Mobx 0300/0301-B567776 Mob: 0300/0301-4880804 | Mob: 0302-8264264 Mobs: 0320-4880804
0301,/0306-4880804 g

« www.aeo.compk | B ECICE M | VAN: 111-236-000
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Theme Park Avenue
Bahria Town, Phase 7, Rawalplndl
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. Plot # 6 Spring North, Phase 7, Bahria Town, Rawalpindi.
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Parliamentary Elections in Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan, an important transcontinental country with a population of
around 10,14 million inhabitants, steadily continues its journey towards
developrment and modernization after declaring its independence from
Siwiel Union in 1994, The architect of the Republic Hevdar Alipev
incurmed upon himself the onos of driving the nascent republic to a
modern and forward looking state where people of all netionalities,
oy roligions and fuiths conld co-exdst happily. After passing awy of Heyder
. Aliyev his son ITham Alivey stepped into shoes of his father with aviewto
- not only I!’urt]'nt-'rin]l; his agenda of development and harmony bt tomake
Azerbuijan a leading regional and ghobal plaver. And his efforts ostensibly bore froit thus
making Azerbaijan one of the leading political and economic plavers,
The incumbent government of President Tham Alivey ever sinee its cstablishment has
been fivusing pealously on improving the lot of especially those who do ot have aceess to
stute of the wrt technologies. That is why those living in remate areas such as Gabala and
Cruba—twowonderful cities of Azerbaijan T visited almost & vears ago, can cherish fruits of
modernization and development. People of these areas are not only industrious bt
skillfunl also. They wonld prefer to stay at home and undertake some skilled work such as
handicrafts; carpet making; embroidery ete, instead of going abroad or other cities for
jobs. This virtee of theirs has suceessfully preserved and sustained originality of these
places therefore prople visiting these places would certainky get a true color and teste of
Azorbaijani lifestvle; eulture and cuisines.  Azerbaijan under President Hham Alivey
contines its march towards progress and prosperity. The govt top priority appears to be
better facilitation of people by providing them ell basic necesaaries of life. The Heydar
Alivev Foundation has heen actively participating in building a new society and
contributing to the social and ecenomie development of the countey, by implementing
various projects in spheres such as edocation, public health, cultiere, sports, science and
technology, environment, and social and other spheres. President of the Heyvdar Alivey
Foundation is Azerbaijan’s First Viee President, First Lady, UNESOO and 1SESCO
Goodwill Ambassador Mehriban Aliveva, onder whose guidance the Foundation has
undertaken a number of humaniterian projects in Pakistan as well. The Foundation
immediately started relief work after the deadly earthguake in Pakistan. Since then the
Foundation has established o number of schools, especially in Kashmir where mostly the
needy children get education, The humanitarian work of this Foundation has not enly won
laurels for Azerbaijan at bome but abroad akso. Both Pakistan and Azerbaijan share
comman views on many igsues incleding Kashmir and Nagomo-Karabakh, Armenia
forably annexed the Azerhaijund territory Nagormo-Karabakh in early 90s despite the fact
that the international community declared that the area was o legitimate part of
Azerbaijan. As a result of war hundreds of Azerbaijnai people lost their lives while tens of
thonsamnds wers left homeless. Nevertheless both eountries are holding peace negotiations
o pegular hasis after ceasefive announced in 1994, Pakistan whole-heatedly supports
Azerbaijan on this issue and has nol recognized Armenia only becagse 11 continues to
oecupy Azerbatjani territory, Similardy Baku supports Pakistani's stand on Kashmir and
believes in settiement of the dispute as per the UN resolutions, The early parliamentary
gbections in Azerbatjan have been announced for February 9, 2020, The electorstes shall
elect their representutives for the BMilli Majlis. The Central Election Commission has
already announced polls schedule and list of contesting eandidates. This time a big
number of vouths has registered themselves as voters and candidates. According to
amalysts, the new parfiament is supposed to set basis for a strong and prosperous
Azerbaijan. Relathons between Pakistan and Azerbaijan ave constantly on the move, The
respective Azerbaijani ambassadors have contributed greatly towards strengthenme of
bilateral relations but during the tenureof Ambazsador Al Alizada bilateral relations have
been given new dimensions. Besides exchange of high level bilateral visits, trade and
economic activity hes also seen marked surge. Tourism happens to be vet anothér area
where hoth countries have made huge strides in past few veara. A 12-member observers’
delegation from Pakistan, which happens to be one of the biggest, i= a clear manifestation

of close and brotherdy relations between the two countries, Rilaberal ‘_ﬂr/'

rebutions forswee will remain on the same positive trajectory even in Lhe
prospect.

Chief Editor's Profile: Ansar Maohmood Bhatti is acareer journalist. He started off as District Correspondent of Daily The Muslim in 1088
Fromm Gagjral. Later he moved o Islamabad and joined Pakistan Obzerver as Sul-Editor [ Op-ed Wriler, in 1993, In 1995 he again moved 1o

The Muslim as Sub-Editor and he left The Muslim in 1907 to
remeined Hil 2002, His associotion with The Newos spans over
Epecin] Correspondent. In 2010 he was made Resident Editor of The Post, a gister pablication of deaily
rair. In 2010 he launched his own publication Centreline. He bas authored two books on European Union, He hes als

te Khabrain Groap as Columnist
Khokh

I]uin The Nation a= City Editor and Diplomatic Correspondent, where T
e veies from 2002 to 2005 s Columnist, Tn 2005 M, Bhatt] swatched over

1 served in

FPakistan Telecom Compang (FTCL) as Media Advisor/ Director Communications. He Lannched Diplomatic Mews Agency [DNA) in 2012,
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Former Senator Enwer Baig fetes Alice Wells; lauds
her role in strengthening US-Pakistan relations

SLAMABAD, -Allce G. Woells, the
Acting US Assistant Secretary for

Seith and Central Asia, has said the
United States was keen o trunsform its
ties with Pakistan from aid relationship to
trade relationship adding tings were
moving in the night direction,

She expressed these views while speaking
during & reception hosted by former
Senator Enver Beg, The dinner reception
was attended by several retired generals,
diplomats, and prominent journalists,

She said during Prime Minister Imran
Khan'z. meeting with President Tromp
both sides had agreed on transforming
this relationship with special emphasis on

DNA

cementing trade and economic s,

Ms. Wells further ssid “I have the fondest
memaries of serving in Pakistan back in
labe gos and glad to see a number of
friends around tonight ™.

She sabd Pakistan offers huge business
opportunitics and many US companies
are already engaged in Pakistan and mamy
more wantl o eome here for business
PUTPOSES.

The senior US diplomat also appreciated
Pakistan's robe in the ongeing peace talks
in neighboring Afghanisten and said that
Pakiztan and United States have sean
unprecedented cooperation in the context
of Afghan peace talks.

LARGEST CIR

Alee Wells further said US-Pakistan
relationship is important one adding she
was  pleased to be part of farther
developing and strempgthening this
relationship.

She added, Pakistan Army Chiefl General
Oamar Javed Bajwa has playved a vital role
inthe Atphan peasce process and reiterated
on several ocgasions that peace in
Afghunistanis very important for Pakistan
and the country would continue its efforts
Ly b, peaees and stabikity in the region,
The Taliban have recently apreed to a
redluction in violemce, and Pakistan
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Cureshi
last week had said that the announcement

DIPLOMATIC N




ALICE WELLS VISITS PAKISTAN

by the group was an esseniial step towands
a pesceagreement in Afphanistun,
Ambasgsador Wells also met with Brig (r)
Ljaz Shah, the Federal Mingster for
Interior, Among other issues, both
officials held talks about stopping illegal
immigration to the United States,
stresmlining the verification of passports
amd travelling documenis:

The visiting U'S delegation was also given a
detailed briefing by officials at the
Pakistani intenor ministiry aboul the
progress regarding the Finsneial Action
Task Forea,

Enwer Beg's and his family accorded
warm weleome to the Ms. Wells and her
delsgation when they armved at the
Jehlum house on the cotskirts of
Islamabad, Semator Beg, during his
remarks, said that he had the pleasure of
knowing Ambassador Wells sinee 1999
when she served as the political head at the
US Embaszy in Islamabad. He said that he
hoped the visiting diplomat would have
ronstructive mestings with the officials in
lslamabad, and the relationship would
mave forvand.

Senator Baig further said Ms, Wells is a
great friend of Pakistan and the Baig
tamily adding her wisit will eontribute
greatly towards further strengthening of
Pakistan, US reactions. He szid she knows
most of the political leaders of Pakistan
amd genuinely wants to bring both
countries closer,

Among the other notable puests were
Gereral (r) Ehsan Ul Hag, the former
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staffs
Committes, LF Gen (r) Asif Yasin Malik,
the former Secretary of Defense, Riaz
Hussain Khokar, the former foreign
secretary, Ambassador Abdul Baszit, Dr,
Ashfeque Hasan Ehan, former advisor to
the finance ministry, Lt. Gen & Targ
Ehan former Corps Commander Mangla
Corps.

LARGEST CIRC

Wells appreciates

Pakistan's efforts

against illegal US
immigrants

The chief US diplomat for South Asian

affairs, Alice Wells, said that the issoe of

illegal Pakistani immigrants in the United
States had been resolved to a great extent.
She mude the comment during a mesting
with Interior Minister Brig (r) Haz Ahmaid
Shah. "We appreciate the Pakistan
government’s cosperation on the mattes,”
Wells said, while adding that her
government wants o come up with a
strong, system [for dealing with {llegal
immigrants] that can be used in the future.
Welcoming the idea of developing a
system Lo deal with illegal immigrants,
Shah said that a stronper system to verify
travel documents had already been
cregted, e further told Wells that a

ED DMPLOMATIC MAGAZINE

svstemn had also been created for the
||'|-:|||i1-:|ri||3| of international non-
governmental organisatlons (INGOs),
“The organisations that we have
reservations about are given the chance ti
present their perspective,” Shish siid

The two sides also discussed Pakistan's

progress on  matlers rai=ed by the
Finaneial Action Task Foree (FATF), It is
heartening 1o see that Pakistan's
government has made significant
progress on these matters and that too in a
short time,” Wialls said,

Wells also held meetings with
representatives from Pakistan's political
and military leadership to talk about
several issues, including Pak-US tes, the
Afghan recomeiliation process, ongoing
temsions in Lhe region amd Indian
atrocities in Ocenpied Bashmir

She also spoke at a think tank and engage
with members of civil society an what the
US State Department calls “issmes of
hilateral and regional concern”,

The US diplomat visit was a follow up on
the foreipnm minister's discussions in
Wazshington where he met US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, National Secunty
Adviser Rohbert ©F Frien, and Under
Secretary of Defence.fohn Rood.

The foreign minister recently concluded a
three-day visit to the United States — the
third leg of his mission to defuse tensions
in the Middle East - after having already
visited Tehran and Rivadh as part of
Pakistan's diplomatic efforts to ease
tensions in the region.

Wells also met Adviser to Prime Minister
of Pakistan for Commerce, Textile,
Industry & Production and Investment
Abdul Bazak Diavwood in Islamalbsad on the
first day of her official meetings, “The 175
k5 eapger tooincrease the trade potential
Pty alir T tations, Wells was of the
opinion thet sgriculture was one sector
where immediate progress cun be made,”




ALICE WELLS VISITS PAKISTAN

Denwoisd said in & series of Twitter posts
afterthe meeting.

He said the assistant secretary handed
over some suprestions on the utilisation of
general system of preferences which the
Ministry of Commerce of Pakistan will
examine and hold appropriate discussions
with the U5 administration,

“She [Wells] appreciated the role of
several prominent US companies working
viry successfully in Pakistan for a long
time, & assured keen interest of several
others o come here. This will further
sirengthen Puk-US economic & trade
relatiomship,” Dewood further said,

Blacklisted firms
got CPEC project
conlracts, says
Wells

Alice 'Wells -:||ui1':|'.; her vislt renewed
criticismn of China-Pakistan Eeonomic
Corridor (CPEC) impliedly urging
Islamsalad Lo rethink its involverment with
it.

Amb Welks' speschat a think tank event on
Jamry 21, 2020, which was attended by
members of academis and representatives
of civil society, criticised the flagship
praject of China's Ope Belt One Rowad
Initiative.

She i|||I_'EI|."¢1 that there was no
transparency in CPEC projects, claiming
Pakistan's debt burden was growing due to
the Chinese financing.

While her arpuments tooked like & repeat
of the remarks she had earlier delivered at
the Wilson Centre in Washington on Noy
o1, 201, the cluims were renewed during
her lslamabsd trip a few davs after
Forelgn Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi
sought closer engapement and a robust
trade and investment |'|,'|:=.I,i|:n11-ih'||,5
between Pakistan and the US.

FM Qureshi had also songht help from the
US 1o get the country off the Financial

o8 CENTRELINE

Aption Task Foree (FATF ) grev list.

While reiterating the allegations ngi_li'l'l.h.l
CPEC. Amb Wells zaid companies
blacklizted by the World Bank had st
contraets inthe CPEC,

The US diplomat also gquestioned the
immunity from prosecution for the newly
formed CPEC Authority that served as the
focal body working to identify new areas of
cooperation amd projects, besides
facilitation, coordination and monitoring
of ongoing projects.

About the debt problem, Amb Wells
insisted that Chinese money was not
assistance. By geiting Chinese financing
for the projects, Pakistan was buving
expensive loans and as a buver it needed to
e aware of what it was doing as this would
take & heavy toll on its aleeady struggling
ecanoamy, she contended,

The diplomat atse touched on the cost
escalation in rallwiys ML-1 upgrade
project. The link connects Karachi with
Peshawar, Sheurged the government tabe
transparent about the mega project.

A Foreipn Office statement, meanwhile,
silid U8 Acting Assistant Secretary of State
for the Bureau of South and Central Asian

CIRCIUL:

Aftairs Alice Wells met Foreign Secretary
Sohail Mahmood.

The agenda of the meeting largely
comprised hilateral issues including the
prospects of intensifving political
engagement and expanding economic
partneeship. “It was emphasised that a
stromg trade and investment relationship
was kev to advancing the shared vision of
the leadership of both countries {or a long
term, broad-based and enduring
partnership,” the statement said.

While talking about human rights abuses
by Indian troops in the oceupied Kashomir
and Delhi's agrressive actions apsinst
Pakistan, incliding intensified LoC
ceasefire violations, Mr Mahmood
emphasised the need for international
community fo play its role for ending the
rights viglations and peaceful resolubon
of the dispute.

About peace and stability in Afghamstan,
the foreign secretary reaffirmed
Pakistan's resolve to continue to sapport
the peace process and pursue positive
development in Pak-Afghan relations,
Pakistan afsoe cemained committed 1o
supporting the efforts for de-escalation of
tensions and promoting the prospects of a
diplomatic way forwand on the differences
and disputesin the Middhe East, hesasd,

In & mesting with Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister Nadeem Babar at the
energy ministry office, Amb Wells said the
118 was ready toenhance cooperation with
Pakistan m the energy scctor especially in
the renewahble energy. Wir Babar proposed
cooperation in tapping Pakistan's Shale
reserves, specialised training,
investments in LWG infrastructore
development, renewable energy and other
UVETTIES,

Chinese embassy in Islamabad however
rebutted claims of Ms Wells and suid
Chinese loans were much less than that of
IMF and other financials institutions,

¥ IMPLOMATI




Exclusive Images

’ _ ALI{_:_E- WELLS YESITE PAEIE:I‘AH . r .
Former Senator Enwer Baig hosts dinner for US Asstt

Secretary of State Alice Wells at Jehlum House
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Says unilateral Indian
decision in Kashmir has

disturbed regional peace
OMA
ISLAMABAD - Ambassador of China’ Yao
Jing has said Western propaganda against
CPEC was bazeiess adding the mega
project would continue despite all
negative campaigning.
The Chinese ambassador was speaking
during a reception he hosted to mark the
Chinesa new year
Ambassador Yao further said one thing is
very clear for the Chinese leadership and
that Pakistan
remalns a strongest and firm and best
friend of China.
He said in the year 2019 a lot of regional
and global changes |Iil|l|lr.'=ll-l'l.| herarerer
friendship of Chinaand Pakistan rermained
steadfast and firm inall times
The ambassador said some vested
interests sometimes try to damage China-
Pakistan relationzhip by casting adverse
aspirations on CPEC and sometimes by
finning religious issues,
Mhe ambassador particularly mentioned
Western propaganda in Chinese Xinflang
province and made it clear Muslims living
in that province were enjoying all rights
like other Chinese citizens. Therefore the
Western propaganda was baseless and
unfounded and a dime a dozen attempt to
create misunderstandings in Muslim
conniries.
He ald many Pakistani |||ﬂ|1,'g|.lll-||l1h.. e
alraady wisited thiz province and
interacted with Muslims living there,
The ambassador alse talked about
Eazhmir adding unileteral Indian decislon
has disturbed regional peace. He said the
United Mations resolution on Kashmir
must be respected
Om Afghanistan the ambassador said China
wants stability in that country and would
continue its efforts towards thatend.
According to Yao [ing, the Year 2020 will
atzer b a historical year to usher in a new
chapter of win-win cooperation batween
China and Pakistin. As an iron brother
Pakistan will always bethe prior partnerin
China's extérnal relathons
Chima and Pakistan will strengthen mutual
support and strategic  cooperation, As
good- neighbors, good friends, good
partners and good brothers who share
weieal and woe, we will continue o bulld
upon our mutwal trust and firmly
safeguard sovercignty, territorial integrity
and national dignity
China and Pakistan
cooperation to achiewva

Chinese government

enhance
Comman

will

LARGEST CIRCUL.
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Western propaganda against
CPEC baseless, says Yao Jing

development. ¥We continue to promote the
high-guality developmentofthe CPEC

We will deepen cooperation In trade and
imvestment, support the development of
manufacturing industry in Pakistam,
Increase employmentand expand exports,
and help Pakistan to accelerate integration
into the international industrial chain.

He respledged that China would like to
Increass people o ||;'r:-|||r.' tles hetween the
two oountries: Ching and Pakistan will
ENCOUrage more people-to-people
contacts. Ambassador Yao ling reiterated
that they will consolidate Intermaticnal
conperation towork for reglonal peace.
They will strengthen coordination and
cooperabion on major international and
reglonal issues, Jolntly safeguard the
purposes and principles af the UK Charter,
suppart multilateralism and win-win
cooperation, and highlight the
representation and voice of developing
CERLIEEEEE Of internation:l affairs,

About his country’s socio-econamic rise,
he =aid, the year 2020 will also be a
landmark vear of the great rejuvenation ol
the Chiness nation. Ching will complete [ts
thirteenth Five-Year Plan, eliminate
absolute poverty completely, build a
moderately prosperous scciety In o all
FeEspEcts

C MAG:

He pointed out that the year 20019 iz of
great historle significance for China’s
development. Over 1.4 billlon Chinese
people celebrated the Y0th anniversary of
the founcding of the PRL

Over the past T vears, under the strong
leadership of the Communist Party of
China, we adhere to the path of socialism
with Chinese characteristics, and have
scored remarkable achievements. China's
GOP has broken through the threshold of
dollar 13.6 trillicn in 2018, a great leap
forward from over dollar 12,3 billivn in
1944

The GDF per capita has increased from 23
dollars to dollar 9732, China now stands
hirmily as the world's second largest
econgmy. Over 700 milllon people have
hieen lifted out of poverty,

Ambassador Yao Jing thanked the
Pakistani media for its objective reporting
oncrucial issues; particular that relating to
Ximjlang. The ambassador also answersd
guestions relating to some bilateral and
regional issues. He categporically stated
that smooth implementation of CPECs
related propects were going on and the
povernments of both the countries are
very much sincere to this mega
development plan as it relates o the well

being ofthe people.




Nigerian envoy recognizes services
of Maldives a I]]]]dhhddﬂl‘

H[ AMAB. '||.-' (DNA) 1] datted Male three tooes. During his of the most sosghi-affter tourest
J. Cree 1 r Saleem not only destinstions then he recommend

y 3 Vi, sits buot also helped  all present |.-LL1h-' 1of1 Lo st visit

DON h.s.l. re e 5 of armngehig I 5, the coxar
gukpoing ¢ (i aldives » 5aid during hus.  The «

y I1L,1.|lLl'.|11|.,]'II‘| I i 1 T { }

Maldives and  contrib sitly towards projecting oo : for hosting him @
h. T
1 S0 TRMIArKS  waid A or Haleem has held
reception he ed to hid o ona including the akistan with a heavy heart s

| to 1111]| 155 1|‘||.|I!' of Maldives. = ary General o - n ality and kindne

af Maldives
about Amb
him 11|r
He :
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Nepal expects over 2 million tourists
in the year 2020: Sewa Adhikari

S~ P |
ISLAMARAD, (DNA) —Ambassador of
Mepal Sewn Lamsal Adhikari has said
coOperation in LOUrSm sector can surely
strengthen and improve people to people
contacts between Nepal and  Pakistan
:I1|-:|i|'|_1..'_ H4ﬂ|ull wag land of breathtaking
beauty coupled with diverse natural and
culturil heritage

She expressed these views while speaking
during the launching ceremony of Yisit
Nepal Year 2020, Dr, Nadeem Shafig
Secretury literary heritage was the chief
guest,

The ambassador further said, Nepal is a
tourist friendly country and it attackes
great importancs to tourism, It is-one of
the development pillars a5 well as tools to
promote people (o people retations and
public diplomacy.

Ambassador Adhikari further said the
Mepal govt iz celebrating Visit Nepal Year

14 CENTRELINE

zo2i as-a national campaign with a
theme Nepal: Lifetime Experience and
has el & target o host over Dwo million
tourists from all over the world in the vear
2020

She said diversities in its ger 55|':11|t11' anid
landscape, ethnicity and culture and flova
and fauna all have contributed to make
Nepal an outstanding tourist destinatiom.
The ambassador suid Nepal was a mult
cultural multi religioos and multi lingual
country which houses over 120 ethnie
groups, 125 different. languages and

major religions in theworld, 1t ts 4 hub of

spiritual affinity to milllons of people for
heir homage and pilgrimage, meditation
and vops as well a5 enlightenment and
purity, a bléend of Gyvnabhumi
Shantibhumi and Kannabhumi, a land of
peace and & land of actions,

'Nr!'lﬁi i% the fountain of peace, the hirth

plaee of Gautama Buddia the founder of
Buddhism who kindled the hzght of
knowledge, wisdom and peace in the
garden: of Lumbini and spread the
message of peace and shared prosperity
all ever theworkd,

Ambassador Adhikan further said Nepal
tressures 10 famous world heritage sites
recognized b the UNESCO including the
Pashupatimath Temple, Swayvmbhuonath
Stupz, Boudhanath Stupa. Kathmanduo
Durbar Sgaure, Patan Durbar Sguare,
Bhaktapr Durbar, Changu Narayan
Temple, Lumbiai, Chitwan National Park
and Sagarmatha National Park.

While talking about bilateral relations
the ambassador said Nepal and Pakistan
have been enjoving cordial bilateral
relations. Our bilateral relations are
based on soversign equality, goodwill,
muieal respect and deepunderstanding.
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offered on arrival
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the "I'.il‘;' restimonies and

hlocks of our relations

;. The ongoing &
yvear of our bilateral relations speak

e ambassador said there exi l
tremendol pot I|:|| foer joint v
in tourtsm, Mepal's tourism rem:

of the lucrative areas where investors can

| N, L1
a eountry which is
| nown s a paradise for tourists, = DNA

MALDIVE AMBASSADOR'S GIFT FOR
CENTRELINE/DNA/ISLAMABAD POST
Ambassador of ST
Maldives Ahmed i
Saleem giving a
gift to Chief
Editor
Centreline/DNA
and daily
Islamabad Post
before his
departure for
Maldives after
completing his
term in Pakistan.
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Perfect GENDER EQUALITY today with 10
ladies and 10 gentlemen in the Islamabad
Sunday Trekking Team when Australia,
Belgium, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus/Puerto | "%

Rico, Egypt, EU, France, Germany,
: Myanmar, Pakistan, Sweden, Switzerland, &
United Kingdom were represented on the g
splendid Saidpur Trail and accompanied
by a crisp and beautiful weather!

W ‘Tatiewme |
o4 Frum a8 ralathashin
" tatraie sy |
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US-Iran tussle may have spill over
impact: CGSS rountable

ISLAMABRAD, [(DNA) —Experts omn
Wednesdiy opined any further cscalation
of US-Iran tussle may have spill over
impact on the region especially thevefors
both sides need toeoerelse restraint,

The experts expressed these views during
o roandtable organized by Center for
Global & Strategic Studies [OGSS),
Eslamabad tithed “Escalation bebween 1S
and Iran; Begional Implications. and
Options for Pakistan®™,

Major Geperal Syved Khalid Amir Jatfery
HI(M), (Retd), President CGSS,
Lieutenant General Nasem Khalid Lodhi
{Fetd), Former Federal Minister of
Defence | Major General Shakee] Hussain
{ Reed), Former Ambassadorof Pakistan to
Sri lanka and others participated in the
dehuite.

The participants stated that the LFS-Iran
tussle is three dimensional that is global,
regional and its effects oo Pekistan. Irnn's
main objective g withdrawal of the 15
forees troops from Irag and other Middle
Eastern conntries.

The LIS and Tean tension will result in
inerease of oil prices and possibilities of
proxy war in the Gulf region will further
worsen the situation, While 1S5 & trying to
bring normaley in is relations with
Pakistan, the corrent situation will
continue to fest Pakistan™s various
commitments with US in eontext of US-
Talthan peace talks: In addition, Pakistan
will hivee 1o maintain a strategic balinees
between Saudi Arabia and Iran

Embassy to
encourage Czech
businesses, investors:

VACHIL, {DINA)
h R |'||L| I
ured l:|| il §

th a view 1o
imveEstment ties

eneral of
Ansari and
memhbers

KLCCT 1
atten

Karachi

Committes

mecking.
h.Amba

tha tradea
o million
Czech

LS wants complete foothold in Middle-
East and will continue using such proxy
war tactics, Moreover, Arab world s
divided and  polarized, The developing
seenario can also provoke US to target
mecire Iruninn interests in the region.

It is the peed of the hoar '|||.|| glohal
powers must ose their influence to
Ll.F"'l.“.'-iI"'..'ll.l'II"”li: sitaation. Ching has offered
military assistance to Irag and Fossia s
already imvohed in Syris and Ivag:

LS is losing her ;.:I-:lllm allies and is now
isolated in the international arena
Amongst the Muslim countries in Middle-
east, only Iran has the capable potential fo
fight against US. Qesem Soleimani's
assassinubion is the
intermational bw and victation of Ting's
territorial soversignty,

vialation of

In case of full fledge war, Pakistan will
have to decide s stance and has o come
up with o policy. India con also benefit
from such situation and can eragte furtha
tensions ot the epstern border of Pakistan
Pakistan must adopt & pragmatic foreiEn
poliey to tackle this situstion and adopt a
munagement stritegy

The leadership of Pakistan must engage in
e iation process |‘|'."'Iill|g:|| hilateral visits
to Iram, US and other major players,
Pakistan must call Parliamentary Session

i dizeuss Notional Security and create
COMS RS,
In the past, Pakistan has suceesstully

maintained its neutml stance on various
ghohul 1ssues ineluding Iran-Trag war and
Yemen orisis, However, it is about time
that Pakiztan muost frame a policy o coma

aldadd.

huge productio
akistan which ne




Pakistan indebted to this goodwill gesture: Dr. Zafar Mirza

Palestine gifts mobile
clinic to health ministry

Palestine keeps Pakistan in high esteem: Ambassador

S []

ISLAMABAD, {(DNA) —Palesting  has
donsted mobile clinic to Ministry of
Health Services here dunng a =;i|11;|||- it
impressive ceremony held at the Embassy
of Palestine, Specinl Assistant on Health
services D, Zafar Mirza was the chief
guest:

The meobile clinic iz |_-ue||:|:'p|eq'-:1 witly all
necessary fools to cater to needs of
patients who do nob have access 1o
haospikals or health centers,

Dr. Zafar Mirza while speaking on the
oocasion said he was quite heartened by
thig unigue friendly gesture of the State of
Palestine and Embassy of Palestine
adding this maobile clinic will help us

2
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extend healthdare facilities to those Heving
in the far off areas of Pekistan.

Tt ii:l.lu-:lll!il’lll;.;il'l from beantitul |||'||||?|'
of Pakistan. I am very touched by the
strong emotions of Ambassador of
Palestine Ahmed Rabel which he has for
the people of Pakistan and the country®,
e addied,

D, Zafar Mirza furitber said we have

special relationship with the people of

Palestime-and we have alwave considered
them as- our brothers. Pakistan and
Pakistand people hove always stood with
the juest and valinnt struggle of Palestininn
peopleagainst Israeli aggression,

The adviser alzo talked about Kashmir

¥

und Tndian brutalities perpetrated upon
the innocent Kashmiri people adding we
know exactly what kind of difficnlties
nations have to face inorder toget rights.
He assured that Pakistan will conbinue to
support Palestinian people in their
strugele apainst the Istaell agpression.
Ammbassador of Palestine Alhmed Babei in
his remarks thanked the Adviser for
accepting the gift and hoped bifsteral
cooperation between the two brotherly
countries will grosy with the each passing
day. The ambassador thanked the
Pakistani people and Pakistani lesdership
for extending whole-hearted support to
the canse of Palestine. =N A
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Progress on transit trade
agreement discussed

ISLAMABAD, {(DNA) - The
Ambassador of Kazakhstan to
Pakistan A. Rakhmetullin
participated in a meeting on the
resumption of the implementation
of the Agreement between
Kazakhstan, China, Eyrvestan and
Pakistan on transit traffic. The
possibility of Tajikistan joining this

document was also considered.

The event was attended by

embassies of the countries-parties
e Apreement and Tajikista

tatives of the Mini of

Foreign Affairs and Trade, the
Federal Council on Revenue of the
IRP.

The participants agreed to agree on

LARGEST CIRCULATED NP LOMATIC MAGAAINE

a draft Agenda for the upcoming
expert meeting on enhancing the
implementation of this agreement
with their ecapitals and to begin
practical implementation of the
significant potential of the
Agreement to strengthen trade and
economic cooperation between the
four countries.=DNA
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India, Pakistan
should work together
for people's welfare:

SLAMABAD, (DNA) —Acting High
Commissioner of India Gauray
Ahluwalia has said both India and
Fakistan having attainsd freesdom at
the same time would continge to work
together for the hetter future of the
bwo countries,

He expressed thess views on the oeeasion of 3ist
Republic Day of India. All ambassadors of
SAARC member countries were invited on the
stage to he part of Republic Day celebrations,

He further said India celebrated its first
Independence Dav on August 15, 19047 and 26
January 1950 marks day on which India
declared iteelf constitutional republic by
formally adopting its constitution, Today we
celebrate the journey of this republic,

The diplomatic corps, members of the business
community and a large number of people hailing
froom the civil society attended the
reception.=DNA
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Promotion of education priority of

Azerbaijan govt: Ali Alizada
Eco school run by Wellness Trust

inaugurated in Sh
- T = --_|-| ]

ISLAMABAD, (DNA) Ambassador of
Azerbaijan Al Alizada ha said his country
attached great importence to promatian
and development of education that is why
Awerbaljan was intensely eogaged in
Pakistan inthis regard.

The ambassador said Azerbaijpn under the
hanner of Hevdar Alivey Foundation, had
plready launched & pumber of welfure
projects in Pakiztan adding after deadky
earthqueke in Pakistan Azerbaijan
immediately started humanitadan  and
relief work:

The ambassidor made these remarks on
the oecasion of inauguration of Bright Way
Eco School in Shah Allah Ditta a suburhan
[

- i

village of Islamabad, The Eoo School is-a
project of Wellness Trust.

D, Ammer Hanif, Chairman of the Wellness
Trust gave a presentation about the project
und briefed the audience about variows
projects being run under the aegis of the
Trusl

Theambazsador landed the imitabve of eco
sehool pnd hoped this school will eater to
needs of the poorand neady children of the
AFEA

Ambassador All Alizeds said children
happen to the mast vulnerable segment
cverywhere therefore special attention
it be focnsed on securing a brght future
for suchchildren,

LARGEST CIRCULATE

ah Allah [_}itta

The ambassador noted with coneern thal
miflions of children neross the globe still

remain out of  educational  institutions
adding of coorse it was an alarming
gituation anmd thus needed immedipte

attention a0 thiat rzhts of children are
protected,

He =nid the Azerbaijan government led by
President [lham Alivevy was piving

attention o the protection of rights of
childran and promotion of edocation, The
Arerbaijani leadership strongly believed
that by giving proper -and modern
education to children o strong and vibrant
society can be formed.

The pmbassadoralso highlighted virioos

IPLOMATIC MAGAZINE



initintives undertaken in Azad Kashmir
adding throuwgh these projects the
rovernment and feaderdhip of Azerbaijan
had demonstrated its love and affection for
the pecple of Pakistan and its earnes|
desire to further promote and develapoent

4.'.1.-.‘_

variois sectors in the hrotherly coumtry,
Ambassador Aluada lauded offorts of Dr,
Aoammir Handf and his team of 'Wellness
Trust for laonchng this ooble project,
Ambuassador said he was delighted o be
part of the opening ceremony of the school

will suecessfully

hoping this project
achicveits targets.
The ambazsador also visited classrooms
and mteracted with the schoal children,
The ambassador wis al=o briefed abouat the
expansion plans of the school. = DN A

Wellness Trust organized free medical
camp at Karianwala near Gujrat

GUIRAT, Dr Aarmir Hanif and
hiz team showed immense
dedication and passion and
worked really hard together with
support from the organizers in
Karianwala to make it possible
Aovast variety of patients visited
our free medical camp and got
benefit of free consulbations and
free medicines from wvarious
specialists

We also raised awareness and
gave educational sessions about
hand hyvgiene, Hepatitis
prevention and treatment

We received immense support
and encouragement [rom  the
local community and
authorities. =[N A
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20th January -Nationwide Mourning Day
Azerbaijan embass&r organises
e

art competition an

xhibition

DNA

Students from more than 20 leading Pakistani
umiversities -and amatenr  artists presented  their
wotks at the contest-exibitionnamed as "2oJanuary -
Bloody and Glorous Page of Azerbaijan’s History”
organized by the Embassy of the Republic of
Azerbaijan to Pakistan jointly with Preston Univeraity
ol Pakislan;

Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Pakistan
Al Alizada, Chancellor of Preston University Abdul
Basit, diplomats of foreign countries, students and
wildl-known artists, craftsmen, the public and mass
medin attended the opening ceremony of the
exhihition dedicated to the presentation of paintings,

It was reported  that the paintingsof contest

CENTRELINE

dedicated to the martyrs of “20 January”, have been
accepted by the special commission starting from
December 10, 2019 during & month, Competition’s
paintings have covered previowsly announced themes
such as: "From Marbyrdom o Independence”,
"Martyrs are alwavs alive and never forgotten”,
"Friendship between Azerbaijan and - Pakistan s
eternal”, " Historical monuments and modern
architecture of Azerbaijan”, "aoJanuary:a great step
forward towards the independence of Azerbaijan”
and stoderits and amatear artists representing a
number of Pakistani universities panticipated in the
competition. More than 25 paintings submitted for
the contest have been reviewsd by a specially

LARGEST CIRCULATED DIFLOMATIC MAGAZINE
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established commission and the winners of the
contest were determined.The winners and
participants of the competition will be awarded at the
commemoeration cerémony on the oecasion of the 2o
Jamuary =MNationawide moorning day and will be
presented with cash prizes, certificates and various
gifts,

After the opening ceremony, the exhibition was
reviewed by the goests and the artists briefed them
about their artworks which were on display. The
exhibition was welcomed with great interest by the
participants and it is planned to comtinue the
exhibition tor 3 days.
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WELLNESS
LOUNGE

ARE YOU WORRIED

HAIR LOSS &
HAIR THINING

Not just words We claim results
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Soleimani martyrdom
has united all
Muslims: Iranian

ambassador

ISLAMABAD, (DNA) — Embassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in Pakistan has
organized the Commemorstion ceremony
on the occasion of the seventh day of
mounrning for the Martvedom of
Lt.General Qassem Soletmani.

The commemoration ceremony wiss hebd
it Al-Sadig Institutein Islamabad,
Pakistan's prominent political and
religions figures, party officials,
supporiers of the Islomic resistance, as
well as Mohamnrd Al Hosseini, the
pmbassador of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Pakistan, attended the ceremony.
Hosseini delivered & speech and referring
tx the character of Martyr Soleimani, he
said the commander of the Quds Foree
put all his efforts for the stability and
security of the region and fought against
the brutal and criminal tecrorists until be
gacrificed his life in defense of the
oppressed people of our region.

He was killed by the United States while
fighting with child-killing terrorists for
many vears, US officials have admilted
that the US itseli has created these
lermorisls.

He added Commander Soleimani was
striving for peace and secarity for all the
nations of the region. He was seeking {o
provide security, stability and peace forall
bw fighting terrorists.

There were no differences in this path
between Shiites and Sunnis, Chrislians,
Kurds, Turkmen, lzadis and s0on. Even a
forveign official praised the commander
for supporting Syrian Christians.

For Martyr Qassem Soleimnt, humanity
and human bives mattered most, He was
martyred for the sake of serving and

LARGEST CIRCULAT
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sacrificing for humanity and providing
human rights, the maost obvious of which
is security and the right te life,

The

Iranian ambassador General

Soleimant was sucoessful in defeating the
U5 and the Zionist resime in achieving
their development goals in the region and
in Islamiceountries.

Beferring to the faithfulness amd
steadfastness of the martyr Soleimani in
his covennnt with God, he smid: “Haj

Qassem did not 2o astray in the path of
rightecusness all the time and never
backed down. Hewas trueto his covenant,
word, and demeanor, and there was no
chiange in the course of his faith, but the
difficulites of his path added more value
and strength bo hisfaith.”

Referring to the de-escalation in the
régton, he sabd: “This is an issue that is
heimz  raised by |'.|||'4|'i||':sl:'. and Gther
countries these days. However, Iran has
never been and will not be in pursuit of
tension, Iran, for example, has been 100
percent committed to itg commitments
under the nuclesr deal and has been fully
in cooperation with the Intermational
Atomic Energy Agency. Even Europe and
the TS have acknowlbedged it”,

Hosseini added “The crusading side thiat
led to further tensions was the American
reginee and the Trump administration. He
went ot of the nuelear deal and destroyed
it. Then, he i|'n'|'||:-\|_=|| illegal and inhumane
sancions agpinst Iran, and launched an
economic lerrotism agilnst oar nation,
Pakistani figures incloding  Prime
Minister's spokezman Nadeem  Afzal
Chen', Allama Mohamomad Amin Shahidi,
chatrman of the United Ummah
Assembly, Allnma Saved Iftekhar Hossein
Magvi, bead of the SCTV, Mian Aslam
fromm the Jamaal Party, [slamistand Mufti
Golzar Naimi, a Sunmi Pakistuni cleric,
alsn expressed condolénces on the
pecasion of the Martvrdom of General
Qeszem - Soleimani to the Tranian pation
and government,

They condemmed the assassination of
Creneral Soleimani and his companions in
a terrorist ack by the United States, which
exposed the common enemiss of the
Mushim world and said: “General Quissem
Soleimani is a martyr for the path of Al-
OQuds and the liberntion of FPalestine,
Soleimani anited all Muslims with his
martyrdom, DA
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sponsored
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CGSS, Kazakh embassy discuss joint

CC
During the meeting matters

peration’s including tourism,
and media presence

ill jeintly

ided that CGSS
: akhistan

ith the Eml
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initiating C 5 im the felds
Research, ind Coltural sphere.
The meeting o atbended by Arman
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Envoys of UK, Tunisia and Iran present credentials

ISLAMABAD, [DNAJ: High
Commissioner/Ambassadors-designate
of the United Kmgdom, Tunisia and Tran
presented their eredeotials to President
Arit Alvi in a ceremony held at the Abwan-
e-Satdron Thursday.

Christian Turper, the new British High
Commissioner to Pakistan has presented
hiz credentials to President Arif Alvi at the
President House,

Dr Turmer has arrived in December last
yearsucceeding Thomas Deew

British High Commissioner Dr Chnstian
Tutrmer said: “IL iz a huge privilege to be
working in Pakistan and leading the UK's
largest diplomatic missicn

The UTE i5 home to over 1.5 million British
people of Pakistani origin and this shows

J
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the depth of relationship Between the twao
countries and their people. I am looking
torward to further strengtheming this
bond.”

The President felicitated the newly
appointed high commissioner)
ambassadors-designate to Pakistan and
hoped that they would work for further
stremgthening the existing tes of their
respective countries with Pakistan,
wmong them were Christian Turner, High
Commissioner-designate of United
Kingdom, Borhene El Kamaegl
Ambaszador-designate of Tunisia - and
Mohammad Ali Hosseini, Ambaszador-
designate of [ran, savs a press release
iesued by the President’s Media affice
here

Later, the high commissioner/
ambassadors separately called on the
President,

Speaking on the oecession, the President
saict that Pakistan wis desivons of cordial
riliutions with adl friendly countries.

He stressed upon the international
commumity to work for the alleviation of
the miseries that the people of Tndian
Ogcupied Jammu and Eashoir were
suftering at the hands of the fascist Indian
repime,

He said that the world peace had been
codangered by the reckless and
provocative approach adopted by that
regime,=DINA




Chairman Green Task Force Dr. Jamal Nasir
hnsts nmner for ulsung Saudi dalegatmn
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Monthly meeting of Floral Art Society
organized at Serena

ISLAMABAD, (DNA) — The Flora A
Soceity of Islamabad held its monthhy
meeting at Secena Hotels on Thursday. This
manths program was in keeping new trends
towards recycling titled “Trash to
Treasures”.

Wigar-un-Niza Boolani presented wery
innovative arrangements using  recveled

¥

[
Lﬂi!“ v

miirtial and demonstrated to the members
how interesting exhibits can be created by
using old newspapers, magazines, pieces of
wonil and wond shavings and the naides of
tissue rolls in combination with flowers and
frliage.

It was indeed floral artistry with a twist,
spresding the need 1o incorporate flowers

with recyelablematerials.
The exhibits produced indeed did justice to
the title of the program. It is the floral
societys endevours o create an awareness
to the usage of trash and how to transform it
into beautiful arrangements.

The members throughly enjoyed the
progrim with new idess. =DNA




ARMED FORCES DAY OF UZBEKISTAN

Band performances; Uzbek dances
add color to arm

"Nt "

ISLAMARAD, (DNA) Living up to s traditions the
embazsy of Urbekistan in [slambad hosted its armed
forces day in stvle with Uzbek Armyv Band presenting
melodions tunes, The andiences  were simply left
spell-bound when an Uzbek female army oficer sung
tamous Pakistani somg ™ Chanda karay salam; suraj
Lll'ill'. galam”

Another hallmark of the event wis mesmernizing
performances of Tzbek children clad in traditionzl
Uzbek dresses, The performers received huge
applause from the sudiences, Last but not the least,
the Uzbek pilat (pullac) was yet another deficacy that
attracted attention of especially the food lovers
Ambassador of Uzbekistan Furgat Sikikov in his
remarks said he was delighted to present these
traditional Uzbek delicacies to the people of Pakistan
and mssured he will continue to do s0 even in the
coming days.

The ambuassador was all praize for the people of
Pakistan for extending great love and affection to

o

y day reception

their Tzbek brothers amd: sisters and hoped both
countries would eontinue to enjoy cordial and warm
redations in the vears to come.

Ambassador Furgat said heowas glad toannaunee that
bilateral relations between the bwo countries had
troumced new heights adding this relationship for
sre o I grow |||-:'|||_'r anid ||-e-:|||'|' and stronger with
theeach passing dav,

It may be mentioned here that Uzbekistan has staried
direct Mights from Lahore to Tashkent, which has
given spur t0 trade and business activity hesides
bonsting  tourism prospects. between the fwao
countries,

Trade volume between Pakistan and Uzbekistan has
increpsed three times during past few vears with
strong possibility of further improvements,

The armv dey reception was attended by a large
number of diplomats; members of cvil society and
Uzbek nationals living in Pakistan. Deputy Chief of
Waval Staffwas the chief puest. =DNA
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Chinese New Year celebrations
at Marriott Hotel

In keeping l|11 vith thitraddition to cclebrate
the lI1|u Year, “the D ||||
L the Hashoo Group

he {3 Ty il

restourant

l.'I |1|| s of the civil society, diplomuts and
o number of Chinese notionals attended the
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Islamabad Serena Hotel
introduces Latino Theme Night
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Eml:u:tssy,.r of Egypt clarifies no visa sanctions
imposed on Pakistani nationals

ISLAMABAD, (DNA) — Embassy of
Egypt has clarified that no visa
sanctions policy has been imposed by
Egypt on Pakistani nationals;, on
Thursday.

Officials of the Egyptian embassy said,
these allegations are incormet and no
such sanctions policy has been placed
v Egyvpt,

The Embassy appreciated the earlier
clarification of the Spokesperson of the
Mimister of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan
who demed such allegations. The

process for granting the Visa(s) is
clearly indicated on the Embassyvs
website and on the visa service
provider website, and that the review
process takes 6 weeks,

Beside above, the Embassy
emphasized that the numbers of visain
the previons two fiscal years 2047-
2018, and 2o18-zo1g increased to
unprecedented levels for tournsm and
business visas (nearly four thousand
visas in 2019, notincluding diplomatic
and official) with a minimal rejection

percentage.

The Egyptian embassy availed this

opportunity to stress on the
imporanee of the contribution of
tourism, husiness trips, enltural and
people to people exchange between
both brotherly countries, as a catalvst
fir economy and development.
Egyptian officials said, in light of the
friendly relationship betwesn Egvpt
and Pakistan, we &re looking forward
to an increase in the flow of visits
between both the countries.=DNA
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Shakil Express hosts farewell reception for Maldives Ambassador

L2

Pakistan a great country to live
and serve: Maldives ambassador

|
g

e D

S

I
=

2
-Lh.'. Lt
-

L
&%

o
P en

ISLAMABAD, (DNA)} —Pakistan is a
wonderful country to serve and live becanse
of its hospitable people and excellent
working environment said Ahmed Saleem
outgoing Ambassador of Maldives,

He added, during his four vears and eight
month tenure in Pakistan he tired his best to
bring both Maldives and Pakistan c¢loser in
all fields especially trade, economy and
tourism.

The outgoing Maldives ambassador
expressed these views while speaking during
a farewel]l reception hosted in his honour by
Shakil Express. Prominent Pakistani figures
and a large number of diplomats attended
the frewell reception.

Ambassador Saleem further said he and his
family were greatly touched by rich historical

and cultural heritage of Pakistan adding
during their stay they got a chanee to visit a
number of such sites throughout the country.
Ambassador Saleem who also served as
Secretary General of SAARC, further said the
extraordinary relationship that has since
existed between the Maldives and Pakistan,
i5 much more than one just between two
governments — it is a relationship hased on
mutual respect and common baith, that can
be described as a perfect example for
eountries in the region and oulside, to co-
exist peacefully and help each other in times
of need,

The ambassador wished Pakistan and its
people success and hoped relationship
between the two countries will grow further
with the each passing day.=DNA
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| DR AAMIR HANIF
YU G A B L A SS CED Wellness Lounges

Lifestyle Medicine
Weight Management

YOGA THERAPY

Practicing yoga has been shown 1o induce relaxation

(Eﬁ)ﬂf}’} g ) WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
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overweight person to maintain weight and lose abdominal fat.

Call us now for
further information

+92 51 874 0815 www.wellnesslounge.pk 0 0 wellnesslounge.isb
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Tourism

viery tourist’s journey to Naltar
begins by leaving behind the
Karakoram Highway at Gilgit for

an adventorous two-hour jeep ride. The
fact that cars can't be drven from Gilgt
to Maltar is testament 1o the bumpy and
somewhat arduous track. However, for
those with the slightest clue of what
beauty lies in the valley, the journey is
simply part of the experience and is most
certainly worth taking.

Beaching MNaltur Bala, the center of the
valley, one is absolutely spell-bound by
the besuty of the ares. What makes
Maltar particularly unique is also that its
fotest cover is vaster than other areas of
the country. The entive lindseapa is truly
delightful tothe eves,

In the evening as the sunlight gradually
disappears, the few residents of the valley
return to their homes after working the
fields during the day. Stars hegin to
emerge, which combined with the silence
of the might, meake for an exquisibely
serene aimosphere, Further into the
night, aided by the lack of light pollution,
the Milly Wav emerges from behind the
moutlaing, The view leaves

you

Nailtar Valley

absolotelv speechless

Miring  the winters, Maltar offers a
wonderful experience of skiing on its
famous slopes that attract tourists by the
droves. The ski resort 15 Tun by the
Pakistin Air Force, along with the
recently installed ski lifts that take skiers
tm the top of thie slope.

Maltar is home to three magnificent lakes

Article Sponsored by

Shakil Express (Pvt.) Ltd.

known eollectivelv as the Bashkin Lakes,
Located at a distance of 15km from Naltar
Bala, it takes about an hour of travelling
on unmetalled roads to reach them, All
along the roote, which is & dirt track,
glacial streams cian be seen flowing
across the verdant valley floor. Duetothe
umple vegetation, these are ideal grazing
grounds, attracting Gujjar nomads who
travel herewith their catiie,

At two points in particular, the river and 4
large glacial stream cut across the track
and as a resnll, the loeal jeep drivers are
required Lo utilise their experience and
skills in order to navigate them. During
the winters however, these lakes remain
inaceessible a5 the route 15 blocked by up
Lo 15 feet of snow.

As the jeep made its way to the first lake
an our way, 1 tried to picture the lakes 1
had seen in photographs before. Buat
nothing prepared me for my fest sight of
Satrangi Lake, | wasleft awestruck.,

After all, it was hard to believe that a lake
coild réflect as many colours as this one
from having seen just a couple of
pictures, True to its name which means
seven coloured, the most peominent
¢olours were blue, green and
surprizingly, vellesw, a colour T had never
seen before in a lake, The calm, peaceful
water lay still as the underwater plants
particularly algae provided more colour
from under the pristinewater surface.
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The Oldest Family Travel Company Serving Since 1947

Shakil Chambers

{Govt. Licence No.57)

Suharwardy Road Crossing 7th Avenue G-6/1

Islamabad, Pakistan.
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businessman and |
Secretary
General PAK- )
SPAN Friendship ?":.I: b
Association Zafar B
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House # 6-A. Ismail Zabeeh Road, (Service Road Parallel to Faisal Avenue) F-8/(3, Islamabad.
e-mail: abrar_associates@ yahoo.com | www.drabrarassociates.com
Ph: +92 51 228 7691 / +92 51 228 7692 | Fax: +92 51 228 7693
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Pakistani handicrafts displayed at the Chinese umllassv
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Bulgaria invites Pakistan to
invest in SEZs: ambassador

LAHORE: Tax holidays, lowest
taxes and duties and an overall tax
rate of around 10% make Bulgaria a
lucrative destination for
investment, which Pakistani
businessmen should explore hy
joining hands with their Bulgarian
counterparts, said Bulgarian
Ambazsador Aleksandar Borisov
Parashkevov, Speaking at the
Lahore Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (LCCI), the envov said
that the Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in Bulgaria had all the
facilities forinvestors.

While recognising the strong
diplomatic and political relations
between Bulgaria and Pakistan,
spanning over 55 vears, he stressed
that private sectors of both
countries should interact with each
other, exchange trade and
industry-related information to
cement mutual trade and economic
ties. “Bulgaria is an EU member
state and enjoys a lot of benefils in
this respect. It can be a gateway to
the European Union for Pakistani
businessmen,” remarked the
ambassador. “Bulgaria is
connected with Pakistan by road

via Iran, therefore, trade is more
convenient hetween the two
countries,” he pointed out.
Speaking on the occasion, LOCI
President Irfan Igbal Sheikh
appreciated Bulgaria for its
continued support for the GSP Plus
status, given to Pakistan by the
European Union, which was of
critical importance in boosting
Pak-EU trade relations. Sheikh
pointed omt that the total trade
volume between Pakistan and
Bulgaria had averaged around $33
million over the past few wyears,
which did not reflect the actual
potential of bilateral trade. To
enhanee the trade volume, he said,
there was a need to capitalise on the
progress made at the second
session of Pakistan-Bulgaria Inter-
Governmental Commission on
Economic Cooperation held in
Islamabad last year, where both the
countries agreed to enhance
cooperation in all areas of mutual
interest. Sheikh saw a considerable
scope for enhancing imports by
Bulgaria of Pakistan's citrus fruit,
mangoes, rice, valne-added textile,
dates, furniture and marhle,

Denmark, Pakistan
enjoy cordial
relations: envoy

SIALKOT, (DNA) - :ﬂ.mhasaurlm of

Penmark to Pakistan, Rolf Michael
Pareira Holmboe has said that
Denmark and Pakistan have abvayvs
enjoved most cordial refations while
Pakistan and Denmark have the best
trade relationship. He expressed these
views while addressing the members of
Sialkot Chamber Of Commerce and
Industry (SCCT) here on Wednesday.
Mr. Rolf said 1 visited various
Chambers to further build opon these
relations to translate them into
inereased, He said it is my strogele that
trade relations increase  between
Pakistan and Denmark. He said that the
Small Mediom Enterprises (SME])
sector should be improved hetween
Pakistan and Denmark, He said that 1
firmly believe Pakistan ean learn a lot
from a-close friend like Denmark in the
ELl investing in clean energy, artificial
intelligence and skill development of
it's vouth, He said that so many
companies of Sialkat are exporting their
commodities to Denmark whereas the
imporiersof Denmark are satizlied with
exportersof sialk

= wlvuiéstLf;saif? J:-_...’_..-'T-’..".z‘:_"._,.-'f ol A M7

m PAKISTAN RAILWAYS

AHO-2H

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE, LAHORE

TENDER NOTICE

OUTSOURCING OF THE COMMERCIAL MANAGEMENT
OF ZBCS OF CARGO EXPRESS TRAINS

With the oblective to provide batter facilitation 1o the cargo clients, Pakistan Railways mtends (o call proposals fo1
ourtsaurcing of the commancial managament of Cargo Express 501 Up /502 On plying batwaen Karachi Bundar / Karachi
City /Wazir Mention to Badami Bagh Lahore via Faisalabad, Khanewai, Rohr, Hydarabad.

The proposal shall be evaluatad in accordance with the single staga hwo envalaps procadira of PPRA Rules, 2004, Bid
Documents can be purchased from the office of Chiet Marketing Manager, Pakistan Railways, Headguarters Offica
Lahore during offica hours, Interested parties will have 1 submit their proposals on 18-02-2020 at 11:00 hours and
Technical propesals will be opanad on the same day i.2 18-02-2020 at 11:30 hours,

(Naveed Mubashar Ch.)

Chief Marketing Manager
e Ph: 042-99201665, Fax: 042-99201759 %,
pansaiiph [ panras gouph [[J i wwmpotraiigovph 5 "DONATE FOR DIAMER-BASHA AND MOHMAND DAMS"”
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We export premium quality
Basmati & Non Basmati Rice
from Pakistan

www.tungarfoods.com
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